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In  the  Press,* 

A  TREATISE  on  the  LAW  of  BOROUGHS  and  CORPORA- 
TIONS,  deduced  from  the  earliest  to  the  present  Times ;  and  includ- 
ing their  General  History,  the  History,  Origin,  and  Law  of  the  Right 
of  Election,  and  of  the  King's  Prerogative  in  granting  Charters;  as 
well  as  the  binding  Effect  of  Charters  and  By-Laws ;  and  the  Power 
of  Corporations  to  admit  Freemen ;  with  an  Appendix  of  Records 
and  Chatters  illustrative  of  these  Points.  By  H.  A.  Merewether, 
Esq.  of  the  Inner  Temple,  Barrister  at  Law,  Author  of  "  The  Sketch 
of  the  History  of  Boroughs,  and  the  Report  of  the  West  Looe  Elec- 
tion Case." 

***  This  Work  will  be  published  in  two  Volumes  Royal  8vo.  with  all  convenient  speed ; 
and  Gentlemen  desirous  of  taking  Copies,  will  please  to  signify  the  same  to  their 
respective  Booksellers,  or  to  Hbnry  Buttkbworth,  Law  Bookseller,  7,  fleet- 
8treet,  near  Temple  Bar. 

The  Communication  of  any  local  information  illustrative  of  the  subject,  will  be  thankfully 
received  by  the  Publisher. 
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ADVERTISIMENT. 


Ik  the  summary  of  the  law  of  elections  which  precedes  this 
collection  of  the  statutes,  the  author  has  endeavoured  to  com- 
press whatever  matters  he  deemed  of  most  practical  import- 
ance, into  as  small  a  compass  as  might  consist  with  clearness/ 
and  to  present  a  concise  statement  of  the  points  of  law  which 
most  frequently  arise,  either  at  the  hustings  or  before  a  com- 
mittee. It  was  thought  more  convenient  to  state  in  the 
summary  what  the  author  conceived  to  be  the  effect  of  the 
provisions  of  the  statutes,  and  in  some  instances  merely  to 
refer  to  them,  than  to  insert  extracts  from  them ;  because  the 
subject  beings  thus  relieved  from  the  lengthened  and  technical 
phraseology  of  the  legislature,  is  communicated  more  familiarly 
to  the  reader ;  and  the  statutes  themselves  are  added  in  the 
appendix,  that  the  words  of  the  legislature  may  be  resorted 
to  when  required  for  the  purpose  of  reference  or  citation. 
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A    SUMMARY 


OF    THE 


LAW  OF  ELECTIONS. 


CHAP.  I. 


Of  the  Elective  Franchise. 

The  right  of  voting  for  the  choice  of  representatives  to 
serve  in  Parliament,  depends  upon  different  qualifications, 
according  to  the  different  places  for  which  it  is  exercised, 
but  there  are  certain  causes  of  disability  which  are  attached 
to  the  person,  and  exclude  those  whom  they  affect  from 
exercising  the  franchise  any  where. 

The  elective  franchise  does  not  extend  to  infants ;  <*>  Of  person? 
nor  women ;  (*>  nor  aliens,  <c)  unless  made  denizens  by  to  vote. 
letters  patent,  or  naturalized  by  Act  of  Parliament ;  <«*>  nor 
ideots ;  <*>  nor  lunatics,  except  during  lucid  intervals  ;  </> 
but  mere  imbecility  is  not  a  sufficient  exclusion,  if  the 
voter  at  the  time  understands  what  he1  is  doing.  <*>  Papists 
in  Great  Britain  are  disabled  if  they  refuse  the  oaths  of 
allegiance,  supremacy,  or  abjuration.  <*>  Persons  convicted 
of  felony  are  disqualified, <»>  so  of  perjury  and  suborna- 
tionv  of  perjury  ;  <*>  so  of  bribery ;  CO  but  the  mere  declara- 


(°)  7-\8.  W.  3.  c.  25,  s.  8.  Courts,   or    the    Quarter    Sessions, 

(*)  4  Inst.  5.  22  Geo.  2,  c.  45,  s.  8, 11, 12.  and  not 

<*)  12  Jour.  367.    See  2  Peck,  117-   •  afterwards  absenting  themselves  from 

(<*)  Foreign  seamen,  who  in  time  of  the  King's  dominions  for  more  than 

-war  serve   two  years  on  board  an  one  year.    Alt  the  above  persons  are 

English  ship,  by  virtue  of  the  King's  liable,  however,  to  the  exceptions  in 

proclamation  are  naturalized,  13  G.2>  the  4th  of  G.  2,  c.  21,  as  to  the  chil- 

c.   3.     So   foreign    Protestants   and  dren  of  persons  attainted  of  treason, 

Jews  having  resided  in  any  of  the  and  of  those  in  the  service  of  princes 

American  colonies   without  an  ab-  in  enmity  with  the  British  Crown, 

sence  of  two  months  at  a  time,  ibid.  (*)  1  Hey.  259. 

c-  7-    So  foreign  Protestants  serving  (/)  27  Journ.  177.    1  Hey.  261. 

two  years  in  the  army  there,  t  G.*3,  (*)  Bridgewater,  1  Peck,  108. 

c  25.    Or  serving  three  years  in  the  (*)  See  Bedford,  2  Lud.  567. 

whale  fishery,  and  properly  qualify-  (*)  1  Peck,  506. 

ing  themselves  by  taking  the  neces-  (*)  2  G.  2,  c.  24,  s.  6. 

sary  oaths,   either  in  the  superior  (0  2  G.  2,  c.  24,  s.  7* 
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2  OF  THE  ELECTIVE  FRANCHISE. 

?ot  vSSfied   tion  by  a  Committee,  that  a  person  has  been  guilty  of 
f  vote.  bribery,  will  not  operate  as  a  disqualification,  (■>    Where 

the  Committee  has  specially  reported  to  the  House  the 
names  of  certain  electors  who  had  taken  bribes,  an 
Act  of  Parliament  has  been  passed  for  their  disfranchise- 
Bient  by  name.  (•> 

"Vyhether  outlawry  in  civil  suits,  or  excommunication, 
creates  a  disability,  has  not  yet  been  determined.  <c> 

Some  are  excluded  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  free- 
dom of  election,  as  Peers ;  (<0  Irish  Peers,  except  when 
members  of  the  House  of  Commons  themselves.  O  Revenue 
officers  are  disqualified.  As  commissioners1  and  others 
concerned  in  managing  the  duties  of  excise  or  customs, 
or  the  duties  on  stamps,  salt,  windows,  or  houses,  or  in 
managing  the  revenue  of  the  pest-office,  as  well  as  captain*, 
or  mates  of  mail  packets ;  </>  but  commissioners  of  the 
land-tax,  and  persons  acting  under  them,  are  excepted 
from  disqualification^  c*>  as  well  as  those  holding  freehold 
offices  by  letters  patent.  <*> 

The  occasional  employment,  during  the  sickness  or 
absence  of  excise  officers,  of  a  person  formerly  discharged 
from  the  office,  and  not  upon  the  restored  list,  for  which 
employment  he  received  an  annual  stipend  from  the 
collector,  to  be  allowed  by  the  board  at  their  discretion, 
was  holden  no  disqualification.  <»> 

The  captain  of  a  Custom-house  cutter,  who  had  secretly 
resigned  the  command  to  another,  from  whom  he  received 
an  annuity  as  a  compensation,  he  himself  having  no  longer 
any  concern  in  the  cutter,  was  holden  a  good  voter.  <*>  But 
where  the  voter  held  the  office  of  post-master  under  a 
regular  appointment,  but  the  duties  were  performed  by 
an  inn-keeper,  who  received  the  salary  for  his  own  use, 
the  correspondence  with  the  London  Post-office  being 
carried  on  in  the  voter's  name,  his  vote  was  disallowed.  O 
So  was  that  of  the  husband  of  a  post-mistress,  she  having 
been  appointed  to  the  office  before  her  marriage.  <m> 

A  person  once  appointed  office-keeper  by  the  commi*- 


'(•)  2  Peck,  245.  <?)&d.  s-2. 
(>)  New  Shorebam,  11  G.  3,  c.  55.        (*)  Hid.  s.  3. 

(•)  Onne,  111.   1  Hey.  334-5.  (0  1  Fras.  164. 

0*)  Annual  resolution.  (*)  1  Peck,  397. 

O  Resolution  of  tb«  Houm*  57        tf>  2  Lud.  561. 

Jour.  5,  376.  C)  Ibid.  558. 
CO  22  G.  3,  c.  41. 
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sionfifs  of  excise  to  see  certain  entries  signed,  without  &  nno^ 
fee  pr  salary,  but  who  bad  given  up  the  appointment,  and  SJ^Jg,*"**1 
his  wife  had  received  the  deputation,  was  heMen  not  dis- 
qualified. Cfli 

A.  sub-distributor  ef  stamps  appointed  by  the  distributor, 
not  by  the  commissioners,  who  exercised  no  eontroul  over 
him,  though  he  would  have  been  dismissed  by  the  distri- 
butor,, if  disapproved  of  by  them,  the  distributor  being 
answerable  for  the  money  he  received,  out  of  which  he 
allowed  him  a  percentage,  and  authorised  him  to  sign 
certain  licences,  was  considered  a  good  rote.  c»>  A  sub* 
deputy  appointed  by  a  country  post-master  to  distribute 
letters  in  a  certain  district,  and  receive  the  postage  at  a 
certain  profit  per  mile  on  each  letter,  whose  name  was  not 
in  the  post-office  books,  was  not  disqualified.**)  Nor 
the  guard  of  a  mail  coach.  <#>  Collectors  of  the  duties 
on  houses  and  windows  are  within  the  disqualifying  words 
of  the  22  G.  3,  c.  41,  s.  1. ;  but  being  appointed  by  the 
commissioners  of  the  land  tax  are  protected,  by  an  excep- 
tion in  sect  2.  of  the  same  Act,  and  not  disqualified.  (•> 
Police  magistrates,  receivers  of  fees  at  the  police  offices, 
and  constables  whilst  they  remain  in  office  and  for  three 
months  afterwards,  are  incapable  of  voting  for  Middlesex, 
Surrey,  or  Westminster,  or  Southwark,</>  and  the  same  in- 
capacity is  extended  to  those  of  the  Thames  Police.  C*>  But 
formers  of  the  post-office  duty  being  collectors  thereof,  (*> 
and  corn  and  coal  meters  not  receiving,  or  being  entitled 
to  receive  any  fee  or  salary  out  of  the  revenue  of  customs, 
or  other  public  revenues  of  the  Crown,  (>)  are  exempted 
from  the  operations  of  the  disqualifying  statutes. 

Another  disqualification  arises  from  the  receipt  of  alms* 
within  a  limited  time  before  the  Election,  generally  a 
year,  (*>  though  in  particular  cases  this  period  is  extended 
either  by  Act  of  Parliament  as  in  London.  <*>  A  determi- 
nation of  the  House  of  Commons,  (m>  or  special  usage. 

In  the  application  of  the  general  rule  as  to  the  receipt  of 


C")  1  Peck,  373.  (but  see  the  case  of  C)  2  Lud.  551.   See  20  6.  3,  c.  3, 

John    Hawkins,    Wootton    Bassett,  (/)  54  G.  3,  c.  37,  s.  15. 

1817.}  (*)  2MT.-C  187,  s.  36. 

C*)  2  Lad. 552;  lFras.164;  1  Peck.  (*>  27  G.  3,  c  26,  s.  15. 

373.  (0  51  G.  3,  c.  84. 

O  2  Lud.  502,  but  see  Glasgow.  (*)  2  Doug.  126. 

1  Peck.  354.  (0  U  G.  1,  C.  18,  s.  14. 

<*>  2  Fras.  454.  (")  Reading,  2  Doug.  10S. 
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of  persons  alms,  Committees  hare  differed;  some  holding  that  a 
tovotef '  e  fueeholder  continuing  in  possession  of  his  freehold,  but  re* 
oeiving- alms  within  the  year,  is  not  thereby  disqualified ;  <a> 
others  holding  it  a  disqualification.  (*)  Relief  to  the 
wife  of  the  voter,  (c)  though  living  separate  if  he  were 
bound  to  provide  for  her,  or  to  his  child,  <<*)  will  equally 
affect  him ;  this  was  indeed  doubted  in  the  Sudbury  case, 
but  there  was  no  resolution  upon  it.  (e> 
•  By  18  G.  3,  c.  59,  s.  25.  "  Any  relief  given  to  the  family 
"  of  any  militia-man  during  the  time  of  actual  service, 
"  shall  not  deprive  such  .militia-man  from  voting  for  the 
"  election  of  any  member  to  serve  in  Parliament."  This 
seems  a  parliamentary  recognition,  that  otherwise  the  fran- 
chise would  be  suspended.  Alms-men,  or  those  living  in 
alms-houses,  seem  no  where  entitled  to  vote.  </>  Where  the 
right  of  voting  accrues  after  the  receipt  of  relief,  as  by 
marrying  the  daughter  of  a  freeman,  the  previous  relief 
within  the  year  will  not  affect  it.  CO 
Private  charitable  assistance  furnished  to  a  voter  ought ' 
-  not  to  affect  his  franchise,  as  where  having  met  with  an 
accident,  he  was  attended  by  the  apothecary  for  the  poor 
of  the  parish  gratis,,  on  an  application  of  an  inhabitant.  (*> 
But  where  a  voter  upon  his  own  application,  and  by  order 
of  the  parish  officers,  was  attended  by  the  parish' apothe- 
cary,- his  vote  was  not  allowed.  <*)  Where  an  occasional 
circumstance  affecting  numbers,  induces  the  •  parish  to 
grant  them  temporary  assistance,  they  are  not  disfranchised. 
Thus  where  relief,  is  given,  either  at  their  own  houses 
for  the  purpose  of  inoculation  for  the  small  pox,  <*>  or  by 
the  receiving  part  of  their  families  into  a  parish  house  for 
the  cure  of  it,  CO  it  will  not  affect  their  franchise. 

Alms  have  been  defined  ". parochial  collection,  or  parish' 
'-''relief;"  but  there  is  another  species  of  pecuniary  assist- 
ance derived  from  "  the  revenue  of  certain  specific  funds, 
"  which  have  been  established  or  bequeathed  for  the  pur- 
"•  pose  of  assisting  the.  poor,"  distinguished  in  the  cases 


(•)   Bedfordshire,  2   Lud.     563-4.  CO  1  Doug.  277,  but  see  3  Dcug 

Middlesex,  2  Peck.  117-  252. 

(*)  Cricklade,  2  Lud.  567,  1  Heyw.  (*)  Great  Grimsby,  1  Peck.  72. 

(c)  lHeyw.  272.  Great  Grimsby,  1  (*)  Colchester,  1  Peck.  508. 

Peck.  71,  Ibid.  508.  (»")  Ibid.- 508. 

(<0  Okehampton,  1  Peck.  373.  (*)  Cricklade,  2  Lud.  356. 

(•;  Phillips,  204,  and  (see  the  case  (0  Cirencester,  2  Fras.  454. 
>f  Coloheater)  1  Peck.  508. 


as  « charities."  <B>  The  receipt  of  this  relief  has  been  "  igggj 
in  many  instances  considered  as  no  disquAliiontian,  who*  to  vot*. 
the*  under  the  general  law  of  Parliament  respecting  the 
seceipt  of  alms,  or  under  the  last  determinations  which 
limit  the  right  of  voting  to  "  freemen,  Ate.  not  receiving 
"  abas."  <*>.  One  charity,  however,  called  WeUbora's  cha- 
rity, <0  which  it  seems  vary-  difficult  to  distinguish  from  the 
others,  has  been  holdea  to  work  a  disqualification.  Per- 
haps, the  best  rale  upon  this  subject,  is  in  the  words  of 
Mr.  Serjeant  Heywood.<*>  "To  distinguish  between 
"  ehartties  which  are  of  suck  a  nature  as  to  imply,  that  the 
"  partaker  of  them  is  ia  a  state  of  indigence  and  abjeet 
"  dependence,  and  those  from  which  no  sack  inference  can 
*  be  drawn.  With  respect  to  the  former,  they,  like  pare- 
"  chial  relief,  may  work  &  disqualification  of  those  who 
"  receive  them,  by  proving  their  incapacity  to  exercise  a 
"  will  of  their  own  in  the  choice  of  a  representative." 


CHAP.  II. 


Qf  the  Right  of  Feting  for  Omntiet. 

Thodgh  the  right  of  voting  for  counties  is  regulated  by 
various  statutes,  its  basis  is  to  be  found  in  the  8th  Hen.  6, 
c.  7,  which  limits  the  electors  of  knights  of  the  shire,  to 
those  who  "  bave  freehold  of  the  value  of  40*.  by  the  year 
"  at  least,  above  reprizes."  Whether  this  statute  was  a 
restraint  upon  the  peoples'  rights,  or  upon  their  encroach- 
ments, bas  been  the  subject  of  dispute.  Great  obscurity 
hangs  over  the  early  periods  of  parliamentary  representa- 
tion, and  whilst  matters  of  antiquity,  unimportant  in  a  con* 
stitutional  view,  are  of  easy  acquirement,  the  origin  of  a 
representative  legislature,  the  only  form  of  government 


(•)  Taunton,  1  Doug .  S».     -  O  Bedford,  C  Doug.  ltt, 

(»)  2  Doug.  122.    IM.  MO.  1  Lud.        09  1  Heyw.' 

193.      1   Doug.  373.     Phillip*,  146. 

Orrae,  121.    1  Peck.  510. 
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notP«SSSfed    wncr6  liberty  may  have  unbounded  play  witfyout  endan- 

to  vote.  gering  its  safety,  is  looked  for  in  Tain. 

The  present  qualification  of  an  elector  for  a  county,  is  a 
freehold  estate  in  the  county,  of  the  clear  yearly  value*>f  40*. 
,  above  all  rents  and  charges  payable  out  of  the  same ;  C0> 
of  which  freehold  he  must  have  been  in  possession,  or  in 
the  receipt  of  the  rents  and  profits  twelve  calendar 
months  before  the  election,  (&)  unless  it  was  obtained  within 
that  time  by  descent,  marriage,  marriage  settlement,  or 
promotion  to  a  benefice  or  an  office;  and  which  freehold 
must  have  been  assessed  to  the  land  tax  for  six.  months 
before  the  election,  except  it  consists  of  an  annuity,  rent- 
charge,  or  fee  farm  rent,  which  are  exempted  from  assess- 
ment if  duly  registered.  tc)    , 

1st.    As  TO  THE  NATURE  OF  THE  FREEHOLD. 

2d.  As  TO  THE  ANNUAL  VALUE  ABOVE  ALL  RENTS  AND 
CHARGES. 

3d.   As  TO  THE  year's  POSSESSION. 

4th.  AS  TO  THE  ASSESSMENT,  AND  THE  EXEMPTIONS 
THEREFROM. 


Of  the  Nature  of  the  Freehold. — Of  the  Tenure. 

The  Estate  must  be  freehold  both  jn  respect  of  tenure  and 
interest.  Copyholders  therefore  are  excluded  from  this 
franchise  by  the  nature  of  their  tenure,  both  at  common  law 
and  by  statute.  W)  Opinions  were  divided  as  to  the  right  of 
tenants  in  ancient  demesne,  who  were  the  privileged  villeins 
of  those  manors  which  in  doomsday  book  appear  to  have 
belonged  to  the  Grown,  though,  since  fallen  into  the  hands 
of  subjects,  as  though  their  interest  is  freehold,  yet  the 
tenure  by  which  they  hold  their  estates  is  by  copy  of  court 
roll,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  manor ;  C>  but  inas- 
much as  the  statute  above-mentioned  </)  excludes  from  the 
right  of  voting  all  persons  who  hold  their  estates  by  "  Copy 


'  (•)  8  Hen.:6,  c.  7.  7.  8.  W.  3,  fc.  7,  n  ment  and  exemption  therefrom," 

s.  3.    10  Ann.  c.  23,  s.  3,  4.    18  G.  2  Post. 

c.  18,  s.  1,  5.  <*)  31  G.  2,  c.  14,  s.  1. 

(*)  18  G.  2,  c.  18,  s.  1.  O  See  Com.  dig.  188.-1  Heyw.  ?«• 

(•)  18  G.  2,  c.  18,  s.  2, 4.    20  G.  %  4  Inst  4, 5, 

«.  17,  s.  2,  3,  9, 11,  13.  30  G.  3,  c.  35.  (/)  31  G.  2,  c.  14. 
9  Q.  3,  c.  24.  See  "  As  to  the  assess- 
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of  Cour/  Ron;*  within  which' class  they  are,  all  doubts  ]J*{jJJfdof  the 
u^on  the  subject  are  ended. 

Lands  held  in  tenant  right  peculiar  to  the  counties  of 
Cumberland  and  Westmoreland,  which  are  aliened  by  deed 
in  the  nature  of  a  bargain  and  sale,  but  require  admittance 
by  the  lord,  give  no  right  to  vote  for  counties,  the  freehold 
resting  in  the  lord.  <"> 

But  a  customary  tenant  holding  of  the  lord  of  the  ma-  For  the 
nor,  "  according  to  the  custom  of  the  manor,  not  by  cojty  of  ttasubjc?? 
Court  Roll,  and  whose  lands  pass  not  by  surrender  and  referred  toM 
admission,  but  by  feoffment  lease  and  release,  was  consi-  ii£yW023*nt 
dered  to  hold  by  freehold  tenure,  and  entitled  to  vote  ;  **>  but  ^"atise. 
see  Blackstone's  "  Considerations  on  Copyholders."  Where  *  v«!-  *•  '-■ 
the  nature  of  the  estate  does  not  admit  of  its  owner  having 
a  freehold  tenure  in  it,  as  the  advowson  of  a  church,  or 
common  of  pasture,  it  cannot  confer  a  right  of  voting  ; (C) 
but  for  the  free  warren  of  conies,  the  profits  of  wood  sales, 
coal  mines,  tithes  impropriate,  or  the  like,  in  which  he  has 
an  estate  for  life  producing  communibus  annis  40s.  by  the 
year,  the  owner  is  entitled  to  vote.  (<0    A  windmill  fixed  in 
•the  soil  has  been  holden  sufficiently  real  to  constitute  a 
freehold  tenement  (C>    As  a  tenement  in  law  is  whatever 
may  be  holden,  and  is  not  solely  applicable  to  corporeal 
things,  offices  in  which  the  holder  possesses  a  freehold  in- 
terest, confer  a  right  of  voting,  when  emoluments  arising 
out  of  land  are  attached  to  them  of  sufficient  annual  value, 
viz.  of  40s. 


Of  the  Freehold  Interest. 


With  respect  to  this  branch  of  the  subject,  it  would  be 
inconsistent  with  the  extent  of  this  treatise  to  attempt 
more  than  a  general  statement  of  the  nature  of  those  estates 
in  which  the  tenant  has  a  freehold  interest.  When  ques- 
tions arise  requiring  nicer  investigation  other  books  must 
of  necessity  be  consulted,  which  are  the  ancient  deposita- 
ries of  the  learning  upon  this  important  part  of  the  law.   It 


<*)  1  Heyw.  84.  (•)  1  Heyw.  62.  Dalton  Sheriff,  333. 

(»)  Gloster.  64.— 1   Heyw.'  32.  but  09  Ibid.  Dalton  Off.  Sh.  333. 

see  Black's  "  Considerations  on  Co-  O  Bedfordshire,  *  Lud.  440. 
jiyholders." 
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i>eXfd0t  **  W*  *  Wffloitnt,  therefore,  «ftet  a  very  general  ontlwe,  to 
limit  the  observations  to  those  point*  which  have  been  ques- 
tioned and  decided  before  the  Committee*  and  the*  House 
of  Commons.  Estates  in  which  the  tenants  have  a  freehold 
interest,  are  divided  into  estates  of  inheritance,  and  estate* 
not  of  inheritance.  Estates  of  inheritance  are,  a  fee 
simple,  which  is  an  estate  given  without  qualification  to/  a 
man  and  his  heirs  for  ever  ;<°>  era  qualified  or  base  fee* 
which  is  an  estate  with  some  qualification  annexed  to.ify 
and  which*  must  determine  when  the  qualification  is  at-  an 
end,  as  in  the  case- of  a  grant  to  A  and  his  heirs,  tenants  of 
the  manor  qf  Dale ;  whenever  the  heirs  of  A  cease  to  be 
tenants  of  that  manor  the  grant  is  at  an  end.  <*> 

A  fee  tail,  which*  by  virtue  of  the  statute  of  Westmin- 
ster 2d ,  has  grown  ou  t  of  conditional  fees  at  common  tew*  <c> 
of  which  there  are  several  species,  but  which  may  be  da* 
scribed  generally  as  an  estate  of  inheritance  to  a  man,  and 
certain  of  his  heirs  designated  in  the  legal  instrument  by 
which  the  estate  is  conveyed  and  limited.  > 

Estates  not  of  inheritance  are  estates  for  life,  which  are 
either  by  express  grant  or  operation  of  law.  By  express 
grant,  as  an  estate  to  a  man  for  his  own  life,  or  the  life  of 
another,  or  to  a  man  until  some  contingency  may  happen;  an 
to  A  till  he  be  promoted  to  a  benefice ;  though  the  estate 
determines  when  the  grantee  is  promoted,  yet  as-  that  con* 
tingency  may  possibly  never  happen,  and  the  estate  may 
therefore  last  for  life,  it  is  considered  an  estate  for  life.  <*> 

By  operation  of  law,  as  tenant  in  tail  after  possibility  of 
issue  extinct ;  tenant  by  the  courtesy,  tenant  in  dower.O 

It  was  the  practice  to  exclude  the  votes  of  persons  who 
had  married  women  entitled  to  dower,  unless  it  had  been 
set  out  by  metes  and  bounds  ;  </>  but  by  the  20  G.  $,  c.  17, 
8. 12,  this  is  remedied  with  respect  to  the  dower  out  of 
estates  of  which  the  first  husband  died  seised  or  posr 
sessed. 

But  though  some  uncertain  interests  are  freehold  from 
the  possibility  of  their  lasting  for  life,  as,  "  if  a  man  make 
"  a  lease  of  a  manor,  that  at  the  time  of  the  lease  made  is 
"  worth  201.  per  annum,  to  another,  until  1001.  be  paid ;  be- 


(")  1  Co.  Lit.  s.  1.  <*>  *  Black.  121. 

(*)  2  Black.  109.  O  £  Hack.  VU. 

C)  1  Inst.  s.  14.  2  lost  333.  (/)  1  Heyw.  96. 
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K  eausethe  annual  profits  of  the  manor  are  uncertain,  he  ^•^J5iof  *e 
u  hath  an  estate  for  life,  if  livery  be  made,  determinable 
"  upon  levying  the  1001."  <a)  Yet  tenants  by  statute  mer- 
chant, statute  staple,  and  elegit,  though  they  have  uncer- 
tain interests  in  lands  or  tenements,  have  but  chattel 
interests,  c*) 

A  freehold  title  will  sometimes  be  presumed.  As  from 
length  of  possession.  Where  the  voter  had  been  in  posses- 
sion of  the  land  for  about  34  years ;  having  paid  rent  for  it 
during  the  first  10  years  ;  since  which  time  the  owner  not 
having  been  heard  of,  no  rent  was  paid  or  demanded,  his 
vote  was  allowed.  <c) 

But  the  mere  conveyance  of  a  chattel  interest  as  if  it  were 
a  freehold,  without  lapse  of  time  to  corroborate  the  title,  is 
not  sufficient  to  raise  the  presumption.  As  where  the  voter 
claimed  under  a  deed  which  conveyed  to  him  an  estate  for 
the  remainder  of  99  years,  as  if  it  were  a  freehold,  his  vote 
was  not  allowed.  W) 

But  the  Committee  allowed  the  vote  nem,  con*  in  the 
following  case.  The  premises  had  been  conveyed  in  the 
reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  for  1000  years,  but  in  the  year  1700 
they  had  been  granted  in  fee  by  one,  under  whom  the  voter 
claimed.  <e> 

Rents  and  annuities  for  life  of  40s.  value  per  annum,  is- 
suing out  of  lands,  are  freeholds  and  confer  the  privilege,  </> 
if  registered  with  the  clerk  of  the  peace.  <*> 

So  offices  in  respect  of  which  the  holder  is  possessed  of  a 
freehold  interest  in  lands,  or  profits  issuing-  out  of  or 'charged 
upon  lands,  of  the  annual  value  of  40s. 

A  parish  clerk  is  by  common  law  an  officer,  and  in  for 
life  without  deed.  .<*)  In  the  Middlesex  case  it  was  entered 
in  the  minutes  of  the  Committee  by  the  agyeement  of  the 
counsel,  "  That  the  office  of  parish  clerk  is  pritniL  facie  an 
office  for  life.  (*) 

And  .upon  a  subsequent  occasion  the  same  Committee 
held,  that  a  parish  clerk  appointed  generally,  might  vote  for 
lands  of  which  he  was  possessed  by  virtue  of  such  appoint- 
ment. <*>    But  where  a  sexton  was  elected  generally,  and 


(•)  Co.  Iitt.:42.  a.  (/)  Dalton,  333. 

(»)  Ibid.  (')  See  post. 

(•)  Bedfords.  2  Lud.  425.  (*)  2  Salk.  536. 

(«0  Gloster.  182.  (0  2  Peck,  88. 

<*)!  Gloster.  183.  .  (*)  Midd.  2  Peck,  107. 


10  OF  THE  ELECTIVE  PEANCHISE 

Nature  of  the  no  proof  given  that  he  was  elected  for  life,  or  that  the  office 

freehold.  A  .  .  •,     i 

was  tor  life,  the  Committee  in  two  instances  rejected  the 
rote.  (a) 

Three  cases  have  occurred,  where  dissenting  ministers, 
enjoying  either  lands,  or  the  profits  of  lands,  of  the  requisite 
value,  in  virtue  of  their  respective  appointments,  which 
appointments  were  general,  were  holden  not  to  have  the 
right  of  voting  <*>,  although  in  the  last  case  there  was  ex-, 
press  evidence  that  the  congregation  were  understood  to 
have  no  power  of  removal. 

But  schoolmasters  not  liable  to  removal,  possess  the  fran- 
chise in  respect  to  annual  salaries  paid  out  of  estates  settled 
to  such  uses ;  (c>  but  not  where  they  are  removable  at  plea- 
sore.  The  same  Committee  determined,  that  where  the 
appointment  was  merely  for  an  uncertain  time  till  a  person 
better  qualified  should  offer,  it  did  not  give  the  right  of 
voting.  &) 

No  office  will  confer  the  qualification,  where  the  emolu- 
ments attached  to  it  do  not  arise  out  of  land. 

Thus  the  office  of  Master  in  Chancery,  which  is  an  office 
for  life,  the  emoluments  of  which  arise  from  certain  salaries 
and  established  fees  paid  by  the  suitors  of  the  Court,  but  id 
virtue  of  which  no  profits  issuing  out  of  land  are  enjoyed, 
confers  no  right  to  vote.  O  Neither  doesihe  office  of  six  clerk, 
nor  that  of  sixty  clerk.  (/)  The  office  of  clerk  of  the  peace 
for  Middlesex  gives  no  vote.  His  emoluments  consist  of 
fees,  and  he  is  provided  with  apartments  for  the  residence 
of  himself  or  his  deputy,  in  the  Sessions  House,  which  wad 
built  for  the  use  of  the  county,  under  an  Act  of  Parliament, 
18  0. 3,  by  which  the  justices  are  empowered  from  time  to 
time  to  regulate  its  use  and  occupation.  The  Committee 
determined  that,  not  having  a  freehold  interest  in  house  or 
land  in  right  of  his  office,  his  vote  was  bad ;  O  upon  the 
same  principle  the  votes  of  many  persons  holding  offices  in 
Westminster  Hall,  and  in  Westminster  Abbey,  were  struck 
off  the  poll.  (*)  Nor  does  it  make  any  difference  where  pari 
of  the  building  allotted  for  the  use  of  the  office  is  let  out 
by  the  person  enjoying  the  office  for  his  own  emolument, 


C)  Midd.  2  Peck,  01.  («*j  jm,  429, 430, 

(*)  Gloster.  176.     Ibid.  193.    Bed-  (')  Middx.  2  Peck,  98. 

fordsh.2  l^id.432.    See  Orme,  149.  CO  Ibid  99. 

T  O  Bedfordsh.  2  Lud.  501.  and  see  C)  2  Peck,  92. 

Ibid.  428,9.  (*)  Ibid. 
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for  such  letting  is  a  perversion  of  its  purpose.     The  "  clerk  SjjSJEi^  th" 
of  the  petty  bag  office/'  let  to  hire.a  building  adjacent  to  Ms 
office,  formerly  used  as  part  of  the  office,  for  the  vent  oi  80 
guineas  per  annum,  Ids  vote*  was  not  allowed*  (*> 

.Where  an  office  is  exercised  in  one  county,  but  the  salary 
is  payable  out  of  lands  situated  in  another  county,  the  of* 
ficer  will  not  be  entitled  to  vote  at  an  election  for  the 
county  where  the  office  is  exercised.  Thus  the  organist  of 
a  church  in  Middlesex  paid*  out  of  lands  in  Surrey,  was  re- 
jected by  the  Committee  on  the  Middlesex  Election.  <*> 

But  where  by  appointment  to  an  office  or  employment,  a 
man  becomes  member  of  a  corporation  aggregate,  and  the 
iand  or  stipend  he  enjoys  by  virtue  of  such  appointment 
forms  part  of  the  corporate  estates,  being  vested  in  the  cor- 
porate body,  it  does  not  confer  the  elective  franchise  upon 
the  individual  member; (C)  Individual  members,  therefore, 
of  corporations  aggregate,  cannot  vote  in  respect  of  the 
estates  belonging  to  the  corporation. (d)  But  corporations 
sole,  as  parsons,  vicars,  &c.  may  vote  for  lands  holden 
in  their  corporate  capacity./')  Joint  tenants  and  tenants 
in  common  are  allowed  to  vote,  though  the  7  and  8  W.  3, 
c.  25,  s.  7,  enacts  that  no  more  than  one  voice  shall  be 
admitted  for  the  same  house,  &c.  </>  So  was  the  husband 
of  a  coparcener.  <*> 

There  were  several  instances  before  the  Middlesex  Com" 
mittee,  where  votes  for  land  tax  purchased  were  disal- 
lowed.^) By  38  6.  3.  c.  60,  s.  99,  land  tax  purchased 
was  to  be  considered  as  personal  estate,  except  in  certain 
cases  (s.  3£  and  40)  ;  but  by  the  42  G.  3,  c.  116,  s.  64,  for 
consolidating  the  several  Acts  for  the  redemption  of  land 
tax,  it  is  enacted,  that  the  purchasers  of  land  tax  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  in  the  actual  seisin  or  possession  of  a  yearly 
rent,  or  sum,  as  a  fee  farm  rent,  equal  in  amount  to  the 
land  tax  so  purchased/*)  And  copies  of  the  register  of  con- 
tracts are  good  evidence  of  the  contracts,  s.  165.  Nor  does 
any  contract,  assignment,  copy,  of  register,  transfer,  or  let- 


■J        *  '<  '■      ■»■       !»     ■       ■*»»' 


O  2  Peck,  100.  (•)  Hcyw.  119.  123. 

(*)  2  Peck.  91.  (/)  1  Hey.  114, 156.  2  Peck,  55. 

<*)  Master  of  Westminster  school  (?)  2  Lud.  447. 

Middx.  2  Peck.  113.  (*)  2  Peck.  91. 

O  Gloster,  136.   Mktdx.  %  Peck.  (0  See  2'Peck.  ttU 

113.  ^  ' 
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Mature  of  the  ter  of  attorney;  or  affidavit  under  this  stat.  viz.  42,  G.  3,  c. 

freehold. 

116,  or  the  Acts  therein  recited,  require,  a  stamp,  s.  179. 
And  persons  may  vote  in  respect  of  land  tax  so  purchased, 
without  any  memorial  of  the  contract  or  certificate  of  the 
purchase  being  registered,  as  the  law  requires  in  the  case 
of  other  fee  farm  rents  and  annuities/0) 


Equitable  Freeholds. 

The  freehold  required  by  the  stat.  8  Hen.  6,  as  essential 
to  the  qualification  of  a  country  voter,  has  always  been  con- 
sidered the  legal  freehold/6) 

But  by  7  and  8  W.  3,-  c.  25,  s.  7,  it  was  enacted,  "  that 
"  no  person  or  persons  shall  be  allowed  to  have  any  vote 
"  in  election  of  members  to  serve  in  Parliament,  for  or  by 
"  reason  of  any  trust,  estate,  or  mortgage,  unless  such 
"  trustee  or  mortgagee  be  in  actual  possession  or  receipt  of 
"  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  same  estate,  but  that  the  mort- 
"  gager,  or  cestuique  trust  in  possession,  shall  and  may 
"  vote  for  the  same  estate,  notwithstanding  such  mortgage 
"  or  trust." 

It  frequently  occurs  at  elections,  that  cases  within  the 
operation  of  this  statute  arise  out  of  contracts  for  the  sale 
of  estates,  the  vendee  being  let  into  possession  before  the 
conveyance  is  executed.  And  I  apprehend  in  such  cases 
the  question  for  the  Committee  must  be,  whether  the  con- 
tract is  of  such  a.  nature,  that  a  Court  of  Equity  would 
compel  a  specific  performance  ;  if  it  be.  the  vendor  is  in  the 
situation  of  trustee  for  the  vendee,  who  is  the  cestuique 
trust  in  possession  of  an  equitable  freehold. 

In  the  two  following  cases  before  the  Glostershire  Com- 
mittee, the  question  appears  to  have  turned  upon  this  point, 
though  the  objection  was  taken  to  the  voter  upon  the 
year's  possession  required  by  the  stat.  18  G.  2,  c.  17. 

In  one  the  purchaser  was  put  into  possession  of  the  land 
more  than  two  years  before  the  election,  but  no  conveyance 
was  executed  till  within  a  year  before.  His  vote  was  not 
received/0)    In  the  other  the  purchaser  was  also  put  into 


(•)  51  G.  3.  c.N».  .    C)  Gloster.  1W.. 

(*)  1  Heyw.  104. 
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possession  under  articles  of  sale  more  tkan  a  year  before  fSfiBt* 
the  Election,  but  the  purchase  money  was  not  paid,  nor 
the  purchase  Completed  till  within  the  year.  The  Com- 
mittee held  the  vendor  entitled  to  rote,  and  not  the  pa*, 
chaser  in  possession ;  <•)  though  it  was  in  •  this  case  ad- 
mitted in  argument,  that  the  Vendee  had  an  equitable 
estate,  but  insisted  that  an  equitable  estate  gave  no  right 
of  voting. 

Upon  these  cases  Mr.  Serjeant  Heywood  observes,  that 
there  appears  in  neither  of  them  to  have  been  any  agree- 
ment, that  the  purchaser  in.  possession  should  take  the 
rents  and  profits  to  his  own  use,  for  if  there  had,  the  deter* 
urination  in  both  would  probably  have  been  different.  And 
several  cases  have  since  been  decided  on  the  Middlesex 
Election  in  strict  conformity  with  this  opinion.'**  And 
although  in  these  cases  also,  the  objection  to  the  voter  arose 
upon  the  want  of  a  year's  possession,  yet  -they  are  noticed 
here,  because  the  question  in  each  must  have  turned  upon 
the  nature  of  an  equitable  freehold, .  and  the  title  of  the 
vendee  in  possession  to  such  an  estate*  The  voters  cbn« 
tracted  for  the  purchases  of  their  respective  estates  more 
than  a  year  before  the  Election,  they  had  been  in  possession 
of  the  rents  and  profits  since  that  time,  but  no  conveyance 
had  been  executed  till  within  a  year  of  the  Election,  the 
votes  were  held  good.(c>  So  where  the  rent  had  been  paid 
to  the  voter,  by  the  direction  of  the  former  owner,  for  a 
much  longer  period  than  a  year,  before  the,  Election,  but  the 
conveyance  had  not  been  executed  till, within  the  year.<*> 
•  In  the  following  case,  neither  of  the  patties  to  the  con- 
tract could  have  voted  for  the  land  in  question,  the  vendee 
from  the  want  of  possession,  the  vendor  because  he,  bad 
bound  himself  to  complete  the  sale  before  the  election,  and 
.stood,  therefore,  as  trustee  for  the  vendee.:  The  voter 
agreed  for  the  sale  of  his  freehold  from  Lady-day  before 
the  Election,  bat,  having  promised  his  vote,  refosed  to  exe- 
cute the  conveyance  till  after,  when  it-  was  executed  as 
from  the  Lady-day,  his  vote  was  disallowed.^ 

But  where  the  delay  in  executing  the  conveyance  until 
alter  theElection,  arose  from  the  negligence  of  the  vendee  -r 


<•)  Gloster.  82.  (*)  2  Peck.  106. 

<»)  2  Peck.  106.  OS  Lad.  4S7-8* 

OIW, 
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EaurtjUe       ud  the  vendor,  it  Ike  time  of  the  £Ieetion,rwms  ia  posses^ 
flkm  of  part  of  the  premises,  hit  tote  was  allowed.<a> 

It  may  happen,  that  die  question  as  to  who  is  entitled  to 
rote  depends  not  upon  which  of  two  persons  is  the  trustee, 
and  which  the  cestuiquetrust,  hut  upon  which  of  two  persons 
is  the  cestuique  trust,  the  legal  estate  being  clearly  in 
neither  of  them.  As  where  a  father  devised  his  estate  to 
trustees  to  pay  6*.  a  week  to  John,  his  eldest  son,  an  ideot, 
and  the  remainder  to  the  second  son  Thomas,  who  was  to  be 
not  into  immediate  possession  by  the  trustees,  on  giving  se- 
curity to  pay  the  6S.  a  week*  He  had  not  'given  security, 
nor  had  the  trustees  put  him  into  possession.  The  Committee 
held  that  the  second  son,  Thomas,  had  no  such  interest  in 
the  premises  as  entitled  him  to  vote,  but  that  John,  the 
elder  brother,  had  a  right  to  vote  in  respect  of  the  premises 
devised  to  the  trustees.^) 

An  estate  being  devised  for  life,  remainder  to  trustees  to 
pay  debts  and  legacies,  and  the  surplus  to  be  divided 
amongst  A.  B.  and  C.  The  tenant  for  life  died,  the  estate 
had  not  been  sold.  It  Was  objected,  that  the  remainder 
men  took  only  an  interest  in  a  personal  estate.  It  was  an- 
swered, they  took  an  equitable  interest  in  the  freehold 
estate  immediately  upon  the  death  of  the  tenant  for  life, 
and  it  was  incumbent  on  those  who  impeached  the  vote,  to 
shew  that  the  land  had  been  sold,  and  converted  tnt» 
money.    The  vote  was  holden  good*P> 

Where  the  devisee  of  an  estate  charged  with  an  annuity 
agreed  by  pavd  to  give  up  the  estate  in  satisfaction  of  the 
annuity,  and  had  put  the  annuitant  into  possession ;  it  was 
held  the  annuitant  had  a  right  to  'vote.**  So  where  a  de- 
visee, in  trust,  to  pay  legacies,  refused  to  take  the  land  sub* 
jeot  to  the  trust,  and  the  legatees,  with  his  consent,  took 
possession  of  certain  parcels  in  satisfaction  of  their  lega- 
cies ;  one  of  the  legatees  bad  been  in  possession  of  his  free- 
hold in  this  way  for  five  years,  and  his  vote  was  allowed  /*> 

But  *  more  authority  to  receive  the  rents  unconnected 
with  interest  in  the  land,  gives  no  right.  If  here  a  pur* 
chaser,  at  the  time  of  the  sale,  executed  a  bond  to  permit 
tho  vendor  to  receive  the  rents  and  ptftnts  for  Ufo,  the  ven- 
dor's vote  was  rejected.  </> 


O  Middx.  8  Peck.  ttfr.  (<*>  £  Lud.  440. 

(*)  Gloster,  1304.   1  Her*.  107-  (')  2  Lud.  424. 

(f)  %  Peck.  106.  (/)  Gloster,  1834. 
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Where  an  •state  waa  deviled  to  a  man  who  had  never  re*  j^fhH- 
ceived  rent  for  it,  but  the  tent  had  been  paid  to  a  person  fa*1*"' 
from  whom  the  tenant  received  possession  shortly  before 
the  Election,  the  devisee  was  allowed  to  rote,  for  it  was 
presumed  that  the  person  who  received  the  rent  was  only 
tenant  to  the  devisee.<a> 

One  seised  of  the  freehold,  may  so  have  diverted  himself 
of  all  control  over  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  estate,  as  to 
have  lost  the  franchise.  As  where  a  nan  before  marriage, 
by  deed  between  himself,  bis  intended  wife,  and  R«  V. 
covenanted  not  to  intermeddle  with  the  rents  and  profits  of 
her  estate,  which  were  to  be  received  by  R.  V.  for  the  wife's 
use,  and  she  was  to  have  the  sole  disposition  by  devise,  or 
otherwise,  he  joining  in  all  necessary  acts  ;  his  vote  was 
•ejected.^ 

OF  THE   ANNUAL  VALUE  OF  THE  FREEHOLD  ABOVE  ALL   RENTS 

AND  CHARGES. 

m  The  estate  mnst  be  "  of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  40s*  v**ue  of  the 

estate. 

"  over  and  above  all  rents  and  charges  payable  out  of,  or 
"  in  respect  of  the  same."  It  was  resolved  in  the  Bedford- 
shire case,  that  this  value  itf  to  be  estimated  by  the  rent 
which  a  tenant  would  give,  and  ndt  by  what  the  owner, 
occupying  the  land  himself,  might  possibly  derive  from  it  W 
But  particular  cases  may  occur,  where  other  modes  may 
be]  resorted  to,  of  proving  the  annual  value,  besides  the 
rest  actually  paid. 

The  proportion  of  assessment  to  the  public  taxes,  church 
rates,  and  parish  duties,  was  once  made  the  criterion  of 
value  by  the  legislature,  10  Ann.  c,  39,  s.  f .  12  Ann.  st.  1. 
c  5.  But  these  statutes  not  being  found  to  answer  their 
purpose,  were  repealed,  in  so  far  as  they  relate  to  this 
point. 

With  respect  to  the  nature  «/  the  rents  end  charges,  tire 
decisions  of  Committees  have  been  contradictory'  Some 
have  hoiden,  that  where  the  interest  payable  upon  a  mort- 
gage, reduces  the  annual  value  oi  the  estate'  to  the  mort- 
gager in  possession,  below  40#.  ha  is  not  entitled  to  vote.<*> 

The  Cricklade  Committee  held  the  contrary,  both  as  to  a 


<•)  2  Lad.  431.  (*)  Bedford*,  2  Lud.  450.    Buck- 

(*)  2  Bedford*,  Lad.  422.  ingham'a.     JUL  471.;    Middlesex, 

C)  Bedfofds,  2  Lad.  450.  See  also    2  Feck,  103.. 
Middlesex,  2  Peck.  104. 
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Annual  vahic  mortgagee  and  a  devisee,  where  the  estate  is  devised, 
charged  with  the  payment  of  debts,  &c.  reducing  its* 
annual  value  below  40*.  (a)  And  Mr.  Serjeant  Heywood 
seems  to  think  the- words  of  the  stat.  7  8  W.  3.  c.  26, 
support  the  Cricklade  determination,  since  the  Act  does*- 
not  appear  to  look  to  the  surplus  value  of  the  rents,  but 
to  the  right  of  voting,  whether  it  shaU  be  in  the  mort- 
gagee, who  has  the  legal  estate,  or  in  the  mortgager,  who1 
has  the  possession. <*>  The  last  determination,  however, 
upon  the  subject  is  against  the  right.<c) 
.  And  the  opinion,  that  a  mortgaged  estate  thus  reduced  in- 
annual  value,  would  not  confer  the  right  of  voting,  was  re-^ 
cognised  by  a  statute  since  repealed,  viz.  28  G.  3,  c.  36* 
s,  0.  9. 

Upon  a  special  case  on  the  Game  Laws,  it  was  liolden\ 
1  by  the  K.   B.  that  where  a  mortgage  had  reduced  the 

annual  value  of  an  estate,  as  received  by  the  owner  to  his 
own  use,  below  1002.  his  qualification  to  kill  game  was  de- 
feated^) 

But  there  must  be  an-  actual  charge  on  the  estate, 
reducing  it  below  the  requisite  value,  to  defeat  the  qualifi- 
cation. Where  the  annual  value  of  the  estate  is  more  than* 
40*.  above  the  interest  of  the  money  borrowed,  a  surrender  o£ 
the  possession,  and  of  the  rents,  for  the  purpose  of  clearing- 
off  the  principal  sum  secured,  as  well  as  arrears  of  interest, 
will  not  defeat  it*')  Although  a  mortgage  exceed  the* 
value  of  the  particular  estate  for  which  the  elector  votes,* 
if  there  are  other  estates  conveyed  in  mortgage  by  the 
same  deed,  the  rents  and  profits  of  which  are  beyond  the: 
interest  of  the  sum  borrowed,  his  vote  is  good//) 

Several  questions  arose  in  the  Bedfordshire  case,  as  to* 
the  diminution  of  the  annual  value  in  respect  of  dower  » 
where  the  widow  had  not  received,  nor  claimed  it  for  a  con* 
siderable  length,  of  time,  the  Committee  presumed  it  to 
have  been  released.^) 

The  vote  will  be  rejected  or  received,  according  to  the. 

actual  value  of  the  tenement,  as  measured  by  the  rent,  not 

as  it  may  appear  from  documents*  which  either  by  design,. 

given  to  de-    ox  negligence,  vary  from  the  real  rent    As  where  the  voter 

season. x  **"  received  50s.  a  year  for  his  freehold,  though  in  order  to 


(•)  2  Tjo&.  470.  O  Middlesex,  2  Peck,  103. 

(*)  1  Heyw.  148.  (/)  Ibid. 

O  Middlesex,  2  Peck.  103.  <f  >  2  Lud.  490. 

(4  Wetherell  v.  Hall,.  lHeyw.  145. 


the' taxation,  and  deeenre  the  assessors,  he  had  Ammriwhie. 
given  receipt*  tb  the  tenants  for  S(M.  '-only,  his  vote  «u 
■sides  gowt<#>    So  where,  fat  the  book*  of  assessment,  the 
freehold  was  assessed  vader40f.  the;  Committee  held, "that 
"no  proof  whatever  of  the  act«al  vtrthe  of  the  freehold  ^fv^^ 
«  could  arise  from  entries  in  the  boots  of*  assessment.  "<*>  of  value. 
If  tb0  freehold  given  in  fee  of  the  requisite  value,  the 
whole  of  ft  seed  not  be  asvetsed.O    But  it  must  appear  ^  e    ,  tJ 
noon  the  poll,  that  the  freehold,  in  right  of  which  the  rote  n»u«t  22*"J. 
is  given,  is  of  sufficient  valoe.    And,  accordingly,  it  was  oPthe  requi- 
entered  on  the  minutes  of  the  Bedfordshire  Committee,  that,  *    VM  "'" 
"  If  a  voter  gives  in  a  freehold  on  the  poff,  which  is  not 
"  worth  40s.  a  year,  the  vote  is  to  be  considered  as  a  bad 
"  one,  notwithstanding  ho  may  be  possessed  of  other  free- 
«  holds  amounting  to  more  than  40r."  <*> 

"  Ho  {Niblkr  or  parUamenUry^  tax,  comity,  chorch,  or  public  t»xe». 
'*  parish  rate,  or  duty,  or  any  other  tat,  rate,  or  assess- 
"  meat,  whatsoever,  to  bo*  assessed  or  levied  upon  any 
«  county,  division*,  rape,  tatfae,  wapentake,  ward;  or  htm- 
u  dred,  is,  or  shall  bo  deemed  or  construed  to  be  any 
"  charge  payable  on*  of,  or  In  respect  of  any  freehold 
"  estate  within  the  moaning  and  intention  of  this  Act,  or  of 
« the  oathv  fcc/'O  Th».B«dtMrd»hir«  Committee  held,  that 
ttafer  this  dames  u  the  patocbial?  taxes  *  when  paid  by  the 
tenant,  do  not  constitute  a  part  of  the  rent  paid' by  him  for 
the  land,  and  are  not  to  be  considered  as  part  of  the*  income 
in  right  of  winch  the  ow*ier  votes  ;(/>  and  the  same;  with 
respect  to  the  windowand  house  tax';  <•*  bat  a  dftteretit  de- 
termination was  made  as  totllclantf  tax,  Gic  payment  of 
which  wao  cbnaidered  as  testing  part  of  tfe  rent,  or  an- 
anal  vatae»  Mot  will  fee  tight  of  voting  be  defeated  be- 
cause a  sum  ia  to  bo  lai&eut  1ft  repairs,  which  reduces  the 
vain*  below  40*.C> 

of  tub  rrARfc  fes^esSre*. 

*      • 

Various  Acteluvo  bee*  pasted  to  prertSrfthaTratodJrtent  JgSjj** 
creation  of  occasional  vote*.    The  Atst  statute  directed  to 


(•)  Bedford's,  2  Lud.  448.  </)  2  Lud.  475. 

(*)  Middlesex,  2  Peck,  lfl&  <*)  But  4T8. 

O  Bedford's,  2  Lud.  446.  (*)  Ibid.  447  47* 

•CO  2  Lud.  444.  $JM,44* 
Ol«G.  2,cia,s.6. 
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SSS.**  *****  object,  and  which  was  passed  shortly  after  the  Revo- 
lution, is  the  7  and  8  W.  3,  c.  26,  s.  7 ;  it  enacts,  "  That 
"  all  conveyances  of  any  messuages,  lands,  tenements,  or 
"  hereditaments,  in  any  county,  city,  borough,  town  corpo* 
u  rate,  port,  or  place,  in  order  to  multiply  voices,  or  tor 
"  split  or  divide  the  interest  in  any  houses  or  lands  among 
"  several  persons,  to  enable  them  to  vote  at  elections  of 
"  members  to  serve  in  Parliament,,  are-  hereby  declared  to 
"  be  void,  and  of  none  effect,  and  that  no  more  than  one 
"  single  voice  shall  be  admitted  for  one  and  the  same 
"  house  or  tenement/'  and  by  53  G.  3,  c.  49,  is  extended 
to  devises  by  will. 

The  House  of  Commons  once  resolved,  that  all  tene- 
ments divided  since  the  passing  of  this  Act  of  King  William; 
should  be  considered  as  split  to  multiply  voices.  <*> 
Another  rule  was  afterwards  contended  for  before  the 
Haslemere  Committee,  viz.  that  from  the  time  the  division 
of  freeholds  becomes  very  general  in  any  place,  they  are 
to  be  considered  as  falling  within  the  stat  <*)  The  first 
of  these  two  rules  is  obviously  too  absurd  to  be  carried 
into  practice,  and  the  second  too  vague-. 

It  is  indeed  impossible  to  establish  any  general-  rale 
on  this  point  which  is  not  open  to  great  inconvenience, 
and  it  appears  best  to  consider  every  question  of  a  divided 
freehold  under  its  own  circumstances,  and  presume  the 
transaction  a  fair  one  till  the  contrary  is  proved. 

The  next  statute  to  prevent  these  colourable  convey- 
ances, is  the  10  Ann.  c.  23,  Sv  1,  which  declares,  that  all 
collusive  grants  for  qualifications  to  vote,  shall  vest  in  the 
grantees  absolutely,  discharged  of  any  condition  to'  re- 
convey,  or  defeat  the  grant,  and  by  18  Geo.  2,  c.  18,  s.  5, 
no  vote  is  good  in  right  of  any  freehold  estate,  fraudulently 
granted  on  purpose  to  give  the  vote.  Which  provisions* 
are  only  declaratory  of  the  common  law.  <c) 

These  statutes,. as  might  have  been  imagined,  were  found 
inefficacious,  it  being  almost  impossible  in  the  generality 
of  cases  to-  distinguish  whether  the  conveyance  was 
colourable  or  not  The  legislature  therefore  at  length^ 
undertook  to  define  what  should  be  considered  as  a  fraudu- 
lent conveyance,  and  required,  except  in  particular  cases, 


O  Whitchurch,  1708. 16  Joum. «.        (»)  1  Heyw.  159. 

Heyw.156.  OlDoag.  S23.  1  Heyw.  165. 
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by  18  G,  2,  c.  18,  s.  1,  a  year'*  jtositsttoit  ©/  the  estate,  Yew-**  pos- 
and  by  20  G.  3,  c.  17,  8.  1,  six  months  assessment  to  the  mim' 
land  tax,  before  the  owner  should  be  entitled  to  vote. 

The  voter  must  therefore  have  been  "  in  the  actual  pos- 
"  session  of  (hi*  freehold)  or  receipt  of  the  rents  and 
"  profits  thereof  to  his  own  use,  above  twelve  calendar 
"  months,"  "  unless  the  same  came  to  him  within  the 
"  time  aforesaid  by  descent,  marriage,  marriage  settle- 
"  ment,  devise,  or  promotion  to  any  benefice  in  a  church, 
"  or  by  promotion  to  an  office." 

A  voter  had  been  let  into  possession  of  the  freehold, 
under  an  agreement,  more  than  a  twelvemonth  before  the 
Election,  but  the  conveyance  was  not  executed  till  within 
the  year,  upon  which  conveyance  the  receipt  of  the  pur* 
chase  money  was  acknowledged  by  an  indorsement  of  the 
same  date,  the  indorsement  was  not  received  as  evidence 
to  fix  his  possession  from  that  time  only,  aad  so  defeat  the 
vote.  (*)  Vide  other  cases  ante  applicable  to  this  head 
under  title  "  Equitable  Freehold."  <») 

The  Act  does  not  specify  whether  the  twelve  months  are 
to  be  computed  from  the  day  appointed  for  the'  Election,* 
•r  the  day  on  which  the  vote  is  given.  Mr.  Serjeant 
Heywood  thinks  it  should  be  reckoned  from  the  day  on 
which  the  voter  takes  the  oath  and  actually  gives  his 
vote.  (C>  But  see  the  Seaford  case,  «*>  and  3  Doug.  234,  *.  e< 

A  person  married  during  the  Election  has.  a  right  to  vote 
at  the  same  Election  for  premises  to  which-  he  became  enti- 
tled by  marriage..  <0,  » 

The  exception  of  lands  coming  by  devise  or  descent  has* 
been  carried  to  a  very  extravagant  length ;  for  in  almost 
every  contested  county  Election  it  happens,  that  before  the* 
poll  is  closed,  some  of  those  who  have  voted  die,,  and  the? 
son  has  been  always  allowed  to  vote  at  the  same  Election, 
for  the-land*  for  which  the  father  had  voted  before,  although 
it  came  to  him  by  devise,,  descent,  or  marriage,  even  after, 
the  poll  begun.  </> 


(*)  Middlesex,  2  Peck,  115.  O  Middlesex,  2  Peck,  115.    Bed-. 

<»)  Gloster,  103,  82.  2  Peck,  100.  ford,  2  Lud.  427- 

^DlHeyw.  166.  if)  1  Doug.  272. 
if)  Simeon,  129,  n. 
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ASSESSMENT  TO  THE  LARD  TAX. 

Assessment.  The  first  statute  which  bore  relation  to  this  subject,  was 
the  19  Anne,  c.  23,  (explained  and  modified  by  12  Anne, 
St.  1,  c.  5,)  requiring  the  freehold  to  be  assessed  to  the 
public  taxes,  church  rates,  and  parish  duties,  in  the  same 
proportion  with  other  freeholds  of  40*.  with  a  view  to 
ascertain  the  value.  The  clause  containing  the  above 
requisition  was  repealed  by  the  18  Geo.  2,  c.  18,  which 
required  that  the  freehold  should  be  assessed  to  the  land- 
tax  twelve  months  before  the  Election.  Then  the  20  Geo.  3, 
c  17,  s.  1,  without  noticing  any  of  the  prior  Acts,  except 
by  observing,  that  they  are  difficult  to  be  carried  into  exe- 
cution, enacted,  "  that  no  person  shall  vote  for  the  electing 
"  of  any  knight  or  knights  of  the  shire  to  serve  in  Parlia- 
"  ment  (within  England  or  Wales)  in  respect  of  any  mes- 
"  suages,  lands  or  tenements,  which  have  not  for  sir  calendar 
M  months  next  before  such  Election  been  charged  or  assessed 
"  towards  some  aid  granted,  or  to  be  granted  to  his  Majesty, 
"  his  heirs  or  successors,  by  a  land-tax,  in  case  any  such  aid 
a  be  then  granted  and  assessable,  in  the  name  of  the  person 
"  or  persons  who  shall  claim  to  vote  at  such  Election,  for  or 
"  in  respect  of  any  such  messuages,  lands,  or  tenements,  or 
**  in  the  name  of  his  or  their  tenant  or  tenants,  actually  oceu- 
"  pying  the  same  as  tenant  or  tenants  of  the  owner  or  land- 
"  lord  thereof;"  with  certain  exceptions  specified  in  a  sub- 
sequent clause. 

Though  this  Act  is  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  remove  cer- 
u  tarn  difficulties  relative  to  voters  at  County  "  Elec- 
tions,* it  appears  by  no  means  to  have  had  its  intended 
effect ;  and  Mr.  Serjeant  Heywood  states,  that  the  objec- 
tions founded  upon  it  make  a  principal  part  of  this  branch 
of  the  law.  The  statute  gives  a  form  of  assessment' in  the 
schedule,  which  the  assessors  are  required  to  pursue  by 
8.  3.  Yet  the  Bedfordshire  Committee  found  it  necessary 
to  come  to  the  following  resolution,  "  That  it  is  not  neces- 
"  sary  that  the  form  of  the  schedule  should  be  strictly  cosn- 
"  plied  with.0  Indeed  the  greater  part  of  the  difficulties 
appear  to  have  arisen  from  the  form  of  the  assessment, 
which  occasioned  contradictory  resolutions  in  the  different 
Committees  before  which  it  was  considered.    To  prevent 
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the  recurrence  of  such  inconvenience,  the  SO  Geo.  3,  c.  So",  AMcssraent. 
was  passed,  which  reciting  "  that  the  form  of  the  assess* 
u  meat  prescribed  by  the  above  mentioned  Act  denotes,  that 
"  the  names  both  of  the  proprietor  and  occupier  ought  to  be 
"  specified  ;"  and  doubts  have  arisen,  whether  if  such  form 
be  not  strictly  pursued,  the  suffrage  of  the  person  claiming 
to  vole  be  admissible,  requires,  s.  1,  "  either  that  the  free- 
"  hold  shall  have  been  assessed  for  six  calendar  month* 
"  before  the  Election,  in  the  name  of  the  person  claiming  to 
"  vote,  although  the  name  of  the  tenant  or  tenants  actually 
u  occupying  such  messuages,  lands,  or  tenements,  shall  not  be 
"  inserted  in  such  assessment  according  to  the  form  of  assess-  x 
"  ments  to  the  said  first  recited  Act  annexed,  or  (s.  2)  in  the 
"  name  of  a  tenant,  or  tenants  actually  occupying  the  same  at 
"  the  time  of  such  assessment  being  made,  although  the  name  of 
u  the  person  so  claiming  to  tote,  fyc.  shaU  not  be  inserted  in 
u  the  assessment  according  totheformofthe  assessment  to  the 
46  said  first  recited  Act  annexed,'*  It  was  contended  in  the 
Middlesex  case,  that  the  last  statute  only  applied  where 
either  the  owner  or  tenant  was  wholly  omitted,  and  the 
other  rightly  named ;  but  after  some  discussion,  the  follow- 
ing rule  was  entered  on  the  minutes  of  the  Committee  by 
agreement :  "  That  if  either  the  name  of  owner,  as  owner, 
"  or  that  of  occupier,  as  occupier  of  the  freehold  voted  for, 
*'  appears  rightly  upon  the  assessment ;  that  is,  if  either  be 
"right,  though  the  other  be  wrong,  such  voter  shall  be 
"  deemed  rightly  assessed."  As  where  Thomas  Carman 
bad  at  the  poll  given  in  as  his  occupier  John  Garman ;  on 
the  assessment  Ann  Garman  appeared  as  the  proprietor, 
and  John  Garman  acr  occupier,  the  vote  was  declared 
good.  C"> 

When  votes  are  questioned  before  Committees  upon  ob- 
jections to  the  assessment,  two  conditions  are  necessary 
to  support  them.  One,  that  the  assessment  sufficiently 
corresponds  with  the  description  of  the  freehold,  &c.  upon 
the  poll ;  another,  that  the  freehold  is  duly  assessed. 

1**.  Where  the  description  on  the  poll  varies  from  the 
assessment. 

It  must  frequently  happen,  as  in  the  Middlesex  case,  Agreement  of 
that  the   owner  or  tenant  is  assessed*  by  a  name  dif-  JoWa? 
fering  from  that  which  appears  on  the  poll  (although  the  iessment- 


(■)  2  Peck,  6^6* 
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Assessment,  assessment  is  really  meant  to  be  made  upon  the  same' 
person)  either  by  the  christian  name  being  different,  or 
omitted,  or  put  wjth  initials  only,  or  by  the  spelling  of  the 
surname,  or  by  the  person  being  described,  not  by  his  name, 
but  by  his  office,  situation,  or  character.  <•) 

With  respect  to  an  insufficient  description  of  the  chris- 
tian name,  the  Committee  determined,  "  that  where  the 
"  christian  name  of  a  voter  on  the  poll  varies  from  that  on. 
"  the  assessment  book,  the  party  supporting  the  validity 
"  of  the  vote  shall  be  called  upon  to  justify  such  variation." 
The  same  "  where  no  christian  name,  or  the  initials  onlyr 
"  appeared  on  the  assessment,"  <6>  and  in  such  case  the 
assessor  or  collector  of  the  land-tax  was  admitted  to  prove 
the  voter  to  be  the  person  actually  intended  to  be  as- 
sessed. CO 

c  With  regard  to  the  variation  of  surnames  no  general 
rule  was  laid  down,  but  each  particular  case  decided  on 
\U  own  grounds,  it  being  held  necessary,  however,  to 
shew  that  there  was  no  person  of  the  name  described  os 
the  poll  in  the  occupation  of  the  premises,  before  it  could 
be  inferred  that  the  name  on  the  poll,  though  different 
from  that  on  the  assessment,  was  really  intended  for  the 
same  person.  (<0 

Besides  those  cases  of  misdescription  and  variance 
which  required  evidence  of  identity  to  establish  the 
vote,  other  cases  occurred  where,  though  the  tenant's 
name  upon  the  poll  agreed  with  that  upon  the  as* 
sessment,  yet  it  appeared  that  some  other  person  was 
rated  as  proprietor,  as  for  example,  T.  Noble,  a  voter,  had 
named  himself  as  occupier  of  the  freehold ;  the  premises 
were  assessed  in  his  name  as  occupier,  but  in  the  name  of 
another  person  as  proprietor ;  in  such  a  case,  the  Committee 
suspecting  that  a  stranger  might  offer  himself  to  vote  for 
premises  to  which  he  had  no  title,  called  upon  the  party 
supporting  the  vote,  to  prove  the  voters  title,  and  shew 
tyat  he  was  proprietor  also.  CO 

But  where  no  proprietor  was  assessed,  and  the  occupier 
on  the  poll  and  assessment  appeared  the  same,  no  further 


C)  See  2  Peck,  66.  (J)  g  Peck,  67. 

(»)2Peck,67.  C«>iWi69. 
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evidence  has  been  required.  <*>    Unless  it  appeared  that  A*se*«a«ot  . 
the  occupier  on  the  poll  and  in  the  assessment  had  other 
lands  in  the  same  parish.  <*> 

So  where  the  name  of  the  tenant,  on  the  poll  and  as- 
sessment  being  the  same,  the  name  of  the  proprietor  was 
not  inconsistent  with  that  of  the  voter  on  the  poll,  as  A.  B. 
the  voter,  assessed  late  C.  D.  or  Mr.  B.  the  vote  has  been 
allowed.  <c> 

The  nature  of  the  freehold  as  described  upon  the  poll  fr£h5ideon°f 
must  alao-agree  with  that  on  the  assessment    Where  it  JJj^JJ^JJ 
was  described  on  the  poll  as  "  ground,"  and  the  assess- 
men*  was  for  a  house,  the  vote  was  disallowed.  <*> 

But  where  the  freehold  described  upon  the  poll  was 
that  of  an  office,  as  u  master  of  the  Charter  House,"  and 
the  freehold  assessed  was  "  a  house,"  which  he  held  in 
vfrtue  of  such  office,  it  was  holden  well  enough.  O 

It  is  Hie  misdescription,  and  not  the  omission  of  a 
description,  which  renders  the  assessment  insufficient, 
"Where  the  elector  voted  for  land  in  his  occupation,  and 
the  assessment  failed  to  distinguish  the  nature  of  the  pro* 
perry,  as  whether  it  consisted  of  a  house,  or  land,  &&  the 
vote  was  allowed.  And  in  this  case,  the  assessor's  evi- 
dence as  to  the  nature  of  the  freehold  was  rejected,  it 
being  only  receivable  in  oases  where  there  is  some  ambi- 
guity, or  inconsistency  tf  description  on  the  assessment, 
not  where  there  is  a  total  omission.  </> 

The  freehold  should  be  described  upon  the  poll  in  the 
same  parish  in  which  it  Js  assailed  f> 

If  a  hamlet  of  a  parish  maintaining  its  own  poor 
separately,  has  a  separate  ballot  for  the  militia,  sepasate 
churchwardens,  and  a  separate  land-tax  assessment,  a 
freehold  assessed  in  the  hamlet  will  be  improperly  de- 
scribed on  the  poll  as  in  the  parish.  <*) 

But  a  freehold  assessed  in  the  division  of  a  pariah, 
which  division  does  not  maintain  its  own  poor,  etc.  is  pro- 
perly described  on  the  poll  as  in  the  parish.  (*) 

The  name  of  the  street  in  which  the  freehold  is  situated, 
as  described  on  the  poll,  must  agree  with  the  asiaannont ; 


<•>  *  Peck,  70.  (/)  2  Peck,  73. 

(*)  Gloster,  39.  C)  Bedfordshire,  S  laid.  509. 

O  2  Peck,  69.  (*)  8  Peck,  71. , 

OJMt.  (OJfcV. 

O  8  Peck,  72. 
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Assessment  unless  the  street  happens  to  be  called  by  different  names, 
which  agree  respectively  with  the  different  descriptions  on 
the  poll,  and  in  the  assessment  <a> 

Vndly.  The  freehold  must  be  duly  assessed. 

Where  there  appeared  no  assessment  in  the  name  either 
of  the  voter  or  tenant,  but  the  rate  had  been  actually  paid 
by  the  tenant,  who  was  prepared  to  produce  the  receipts, 
the  Committee  refused  to  receive  them  as  evidence  of 
assessment.  <*) 

But  some  irregularities  attending  the  assessment  will 
be  waived  in  favour  of  the  franchise.  Thus  where  the 
books  had  been  very  irregularly  kept,  having  been  made 
to  serve .  two  or  three  years  by  alterations,  &c.  but  the 
collector  having  deposed,  that  in  fact,  the  rate  had  been 
made,  allowed,  and  collected  for  the  year,  the  Committee 
determined,  that  as  the  books  produced  had  been  acted  on 
as  valid,  and  were  the  only  evidence  of  assessment,  they 
should  be  received.  (c>  So  where  the  premises  stood  upon  a 
disputed  boundary  betwixt  Middlesex  and  London,  the 
Committee  in  favour  of  the  franchise  considered  the  pre- 
mises as  within  Middlesex,  and  received  evidence  of 
assessment  in  London  as  a  good  assessment/**)  But  where 
the  name  of  the  occupier  was  inserted  by  the  collector 
after  allowance,  the  vote  was  set  aside.  <*> 

It  must  be  duly  assessed  in  the  name  of  the  owner  or 
tenant. 

The  following  are  decisions  by  the  Middlesex  Com- 
mittee (c>  upon  the  due  assessment,  1st.  in  the  name  of  the 
owner — where  instead  of  R.  P.  the  owner  "  late  G."  was 
inserted  in  the  proprietors*  column,  it  was  holden  insuffi- 
cient. </) 

So  where  the  freehold  was  assessed  in  the  name  of  Mary 
Bodmead  and  Co.  as  proprietors,  the  vote  of  another 
partner  in  the  firm  as  occupier  and  owner  was  disallowed.  c*  > 

So  where  the  voter's  name  was  inserted  in  the  occupiers' 
column,  but  the  premises  were  in  fact  occupied  by  another 
person.  (*) 

Where  one  of  two  joint  tenants  was  assessed,  the  vote 
of  the  other  was  rejected.    So  an  assessment  of  the  wife, 


(•)  2  Peck,  71.  C)  2  Peck,  80.! 

<*)  IMd.  73.  (/)  IUd.  73. 

<T)  Ibid.  80.    ,  <*)  Hid.  74.   . 

O  JHd.  <*)  Out.  75. 
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whether  in  het  maiden  name  or  her  husband's,  is  invnl*  Aaatntent. 

eient  if  the  parties  here  been  married  more  than  twelve 

Month*.  C) 

But  an  assessment  of  the  owner  by  the  description  of  his 
situation  or  calling,  as  vicar  of  Stanwell,  was  holden 
good.  <*>  So  where  the  owner's  name  was  inserted  in  the 
tenants  column  with  Ld.  added,  which  was  proved  by 
the  assessor  to  stand  for  landlord.  <*>  And  an  assessment  in 
the  name  of  the  proprietors  of  the  New  River  Company 
was  holden  sufficient  for  each  of  the  shares.  <*>  A  particular 
mode  of  paying  the  land-tax;  assessed  on  this  property, 
mm  the  general  fund,  is  provided  by  statute. 

N.  B*— There  are  various  cases  upon  the  validity  of 
assessments  before  other  Committees,  bat  as  they  took 
place  previously  to  the  30  Geo.  8,  c.  35,  the  reader  fs 
referred  to  them  in  1  Heyweod  and  2  Peck,  74.  Notes. 
idly,  in  the  name  of  the  tenant. 

The  assessment  in  the  name  of  a  former  tenant  is  suflt- 
cxest,.  if  the  change  of  tenancy  between  the  assessment 
and  Election  is  satisfactorily  made  oat,  but  not  where  a 
former  occupier's  name  had  been  continued  on  the  assess- 
ment by  inadvertence,  for  several  yearn  after  a  change  of 
occupation.  <*)    Where  the  premises  were  unoccupied  at  the 
time  of  the  assessment,  and  E.  was  inserted  for  empty  in 
the  occupiers'  column,  they  were  holden  not  to  be  assessed, 
ami  the  vote  bad.  CJ>  So  an  assessment  by  the  description  of 
"  Sharp's  tenants "  was  holden    bad,  no    person  being 
named  aa  tenant  O    So  where  the  style  of  a  partnership 
arm  appeared"  on  the  assessment  in  the  column  of  occu- 
piers, it  was  holden  an  insufficient  description  for  one  of 
the  partners,  whose  name  did  not  appear  in  the  irm.  (e>  The 
same  where  the  assessment  was  in  the  name' of  the  joint 
tenant  aa  occupstr.  O  So  a  chapel  and  burying  ground  occu- 
pied by  the  Moravian  Society,  was  considered  as.  unduly 
assessed  in  the  name  of  one  of  their  members*  </> 

The  freehold  is  however  in  certain  cases  exempted  foom 
the  neceaaity  nf  assessment,    So  G.  3,  c  17. 

Exemptions  from  Assessment,  Annuities,  Rentcharges,  Fee 

Farm  Rents. 

Notwithstanding  the  impediments  to  the  creation  of  oc- 

(•>  2  Peck,  76.  (*)  2  *«*kf  TT 

P)JMrf.74.  ?)lbid.7B. 

<•)  Ibid.  75.  (/)  Middlesex,  *  Peck,  79. 

D 
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Annuities^,  casional  votes  raised  by  the  earlier  statute*  for  the  asses** 
ment  of  the  freehold,  <°)  yet  as  "  rents,  tithes,  or  other  in- 
"  corporeal  hereditaments,"  &c;  were  exempted  from  as- 
sessment, <*>  the  grant  of  an  annuity  or  rent  charge  for  a 
*  life  or  lives,  or  a  greater  estate  issuing  out  of  freehold 
lands,  became  a  ready  instrument  for  carrying  on  such 
practices*  To  remedy  this  evil,  the  stat.  3  G.  3,  c.  24,  was 
passed,  which  prohibits  any  person  from  voting  for  "  any 
"  annuity  or  rent  charge"  unless  registered  with  the  clerk 
of  the  peace  twelve  months  before  the  Election.  And  the 
'  20  G.  3,  c.  17,  s.  2,  which  extends  to  Wales,  and  fixes  the  time 
of  assessment  of  the  freehold  to  six  months,  exempts 
"  annuities  or  fee  farm  rents  (duly  registered)  issuing  out 
M  of  any  messuages,  lands,  or  tenements,  rated  or  assessed 
"  as  aforesaid."  <c> 

The  Glostershire  Committee,  which  sate  before  the  last 
mentioned  Act  <4>  was  passed,  resolved  "  that  a  reserved  or 
"fee  farm  rent  need  not  be  registered  under  the  Act  for 
"  registering  annuities."  <*>  Neither  reserved  nor  fee  farm 
rents  being  mentioned  in  that  statute,  3  G.  3,  c.  24.  After- 
wards in  the  Middlesex  case  a  question  was  made  whether 
the  words  "  fee  farm  rents"  in  the  20  G.  3,  c.  17,  was  not 
inserted  by  mistake  instead  of  "  rent  charges,"  which  it 
was  contended,  would  have  been  more  consistent  with  the 
apparent  intention  of  the.  statutes  relating  to  this  matter; 
the  Committee  concurred  with  that  opinion,  but  thought 
themselves  bound  by  the  positive  enactment,  and  held  that 
either  the  freehold  for  which  the  vote  is  given  must  be  as- 
sessed, or  it  must  be  registered  in  the  shape  of  an  annuity 
or  rent  charge,  the  land  out  of  which  it  issues  being  like- 
wise assessed.  </> 

Where  exemption  from  assessment  is  claimed  upon  the 
score  of  rent  charge,  the  party  maintaining  the  vote  mast 
prote  not  only  that  the  rent  charge  is  duly  registered,  but 
that  the  estate  from  which  it  issues  is  duly  rated  and 
assessed.  <*> 

The  vote  of  a  schoolmaster  for  a  rent  charge,  issuing  out 
of  lands  settled  upon  the  rector  of  a  parish,  by  whom  the 
appointment  of  the  voter  had  been  made,  was  holden  good, 
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although  neither  assessed  nor  registered ;  the  benefice  itself  By  descent,  ; 

being  duly  assessed/")    So  the  rote  of  a  vicar  for  a  stipend 

of  101.  a-year,  received  from  the  impropriator  of  the  great 

tithes,  though  not  assessed  for  it ;  the  impropriator  being 

assessed  for  the  tithes ;  for  there  were  no  means,  it  was 

said,  by  which  the  vicar  could  get  his  name  inserted  in  the 

vote.  <*> 

So  where  a  clergyman  received  a  salary  issuing  out  of 
the  great  tithes,  the  Committee  determined  that  "  he  was 
"  not  obliged  to  register  the  same  under  the  Act  for  regis- 
u  tering  annuities ;"  CO  for  the  regulations  of  this  Act,  <<*> 
Mr.  Luder  observes,  do  not  seem  intended  for  cases  of  an* 
unities  annexed  to  offices.  <0 

1  An  annuity  must  be  described  when  registered,  accord* 
ing  to  the  fact,  whether  it  comes  by  descent,  marriage  ar- 
ticles, &c.  Where  an  annuity,  secured  by  the  marriage 
settlement  of  the  voter's  father,  was  registered,  as  coming 
by  descent,  the  Committee  rejected  his  vote  by  a  casting 
voice. </> 

t  Exemptions  from  Assessment  in  Cases  of  Descent,  fyc.' 

'  Persons  who  become  entitled  to  lands.  &c.  within 
twelve  months  before  the  Election,  by  descent,  marriage, 
devise,  promotion,  &c.  may  vote  for  them,  if  within  two 
years  before  the  Election  they  have  been  rated  in  the  names 
of  those  through  whom  they  claim,  or  some  predecessor* 

Where  lands  are  devised  to  a  minor,  the  Bedfordshire 
Committee  held  that  the  year  began  to  run  when  he  came 
of  age.  A  father  devised  land  to  his  children  equally.  The 
elder  brother  was  rated  for  and  managed  the  land  during 
the  voter's  infancy ;  the  voter  came  of  age  within  a  year 
before  the  Election,  and  his  vote  was  holden  good.  <*>  See 
also  other  instances.  <*) 

The  voter  succeeded  as  heir  at  law  to  Mrs.  W.  in  whose 
name  the  estate  was  assessed,  and  who  died  more  than  two 
years  before  the  Election.  He  did  not  know  of  his  right 
till  within  a  year  before  the  Election,  and  after  the  assess- 


<•;  Bedford's,  2  Lud.  431.  O  2  Lud.  500,  ». 

<*)SLud.507.  C/)Gloster,38.    1  Hey w,  235. 

.  (•)  Gloster,  41.  >  C)2  Lud.  428. 

<*>  3  G.  3,  fc  S*.  (*>  -ZM& 
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offices,  v  mtmt  had  been  made,  nor  got  into  possession  for  soinet 
month*  afterwards.  Hit  vote  was  rejected.  <°> 
.  So  where  the  voter  was  possessed  of  an  estate  in  right  of 
his  wife,  whom  he  had  married  shortly  before  the  Election, 
and  who  had  cone  of  age,  and  became  entitled  to  the  estate 
within  the  two  years,  the  estate  being  rated  in  the  name  of 
a  person  who  having  married  her  mother  had  managed  it 
for  her,  and  hot  in  anyone  through  whom  she  claimed, 
conferred  no  right  of  voting.  <*> 

It  is  not  sufficient  that  the  premises  hare  been  rated 
within  two  years  in  the  name  of  some  predecessor,  who 
might  have  held  them  previous  te  the  two  years J  the  as- 
sessment must  be  in  the  name  of  some  predeeeewr  m  pes* 
eemontoithin  Uitwyevr*.  <c> 

r 

In  reaped  to  Offices* 

It  was  determined  by  the  Middlesex  Committee,  that 
when  a  vote  is  objected  to  for  want  of  assessment  of  the 
freehold,  "  and  exemption  is  claimed  on  the  score  of  an 
"  office,  the  party  maintaining  the  same  shall  be  called 
"upon to  prove  the  nature  of  the  office,  and  the  appoint- 
"  merit  of  the  voter." 

r  In  attempting  to  produce  such  proof,  it  appeared,  that 
the  appointment  was  only  by  the  year,  and  the  Committee; 
on  that  ground,  decided  the  vote  to  be  bad.**)  ' 

'  It  was  agreed  by  the  parties,  and  adopted  by  the  Com- 
mittee, that  the  office  of  parish  clerk  is  prima  facie,  an  office 
tor  life,  which  confers  a  right  to  vote,  and  requires  no  as- 
sessment/0) But  though  the  Committee  adopted  this  agree- 
ment of  the  parties,  they  never  decided,  that  any  office, 
from  its  nature,  was  exempt  from  assessment,  and  once 
took  occasion  to  declare  this.</)  The  office  of  "  one  of  the 
u  sworn  clerks  of  the  court  of  Chancery"  having  been  va- 
cant when  the  rate  was  made,  was  not  assessed,  and  the' 
vote  was  disallowed/*)  but  the  office  gives  no  title  to  vote.<*> 

In  respeet  of  Lan4  Tax* 

The  statutes  for  the  redemption  of  the  land  tax  were  con-' 
ssolidated  by  42  G.  3,  c.  116,  which  enacts,  that  persons 
claiming  to  vote  for  premises,  the  land  tax  whereon  has 

<■)  2  JLad.  531..  O  2  Peck,  88. 

(*)  JNC  529.  <f)  2  Peck,  88,  in  notes. 

C)  Middlesex,  2  Peck,  90.  (')  Ibid. 

<^SPeck,88,  (*)  <dii<«  and  2  Peck,  99. 
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been  redeemed,  &c.  shall  be  entitled  to  vote,  "without  LtodTu. 

"  being  compelled  to  shew  that  such  messuages,  &c.  hare 

"  been  assessed  to  the  land  tax,  upon  proving  to  the  satis- 

"  faction  of  the  returning  officer  on  oath,  or  otherwise,  that 

"  such  land  tax  hath  at  any  time  previously  to  such  Elec- 

"  tion  been  redeemed  or  purchased,  and  the  said  messuages, 

"  &c.  become  exonerated  therefrom." 

Where,  upon  the  contract  of  redemption  being  produced, 
the  name  of  the  purchaser  appeared  to  be  different  from 
that  of  the  voter  on  the  poll,  the  Committee  required  proof 
of  the  title  of  the  voter  to  the  freehold  ;  but  it  was  held 
that  a  variance  of  the  tenant  on  the  poll,  and  the  occupier 
described  on  the  contract  was  immaterial,  provided  the 
identity  of  the  premises  was  sufficiently  proved/*) 


chap.  ni. 

Of  the  Elective  Franchise  for  Cities,  Towns,  Boroughs,  $c. 

Th£  right  of  voting  for  the  different  cities,  towns,  and 
boroughs,  depends  upon  the]  following  different  qualifica- 
tions ;  but  in  some  the  franchise  is  enjoyed  by  virtue  of 
some  one  of  these  different  qualifications,  in  others  it  re- 
quires a  combination  of  several,  in  order  to  confer  the  right. 

I.  Of  persons  who  possess  the  right  in  respect  of  pro* 
perty:— . 

1.  Freeholders. 

2.  Leaseholders. 
3«  Copyholders. 

4.  Burgage  tenants. 

II.  Of  persons  who  possess  the  right  in  respect  of  cor- 
porate privileges. 

III.  Of  persons  who  possess  the  right  in  respect  of  inha- 
bitancy i — 

1.  Inhabitants  paying  scot  and  lot 

2.  Inhabitants,  householders,  housekeepers,  potwal* 
lers,  legally  settle^ 

3.  Inhabitants,  householders,  resiant, 

4.  Inhabitants. 


rt* Peck,  86, 
D  2 
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Of  Persons  who  possess  the  Bight  of  Voting  in  respect  of   . 
Property ,  for  Cities,  Towns,  Boroughs,  #<?. 

1.  Freeholders, 

# 
Freeholders.     In  many  cities  and  towns  which  are  counties  of  them- 
selves,  the  right  of  election  depending  upon  usage,  is  in  the*, 
freeholders  of  40s.  a-year,  which  probably  originated  in.  a; 
mistaken  application  of  the  statute,  8  Hen.  6,  c  7.  Ca) 
.  This  right  is  recognised  by  the  legislature  in  stat  19,, 
G.  2,  c.  28,  by  which,  together  with  the  3  G.  a,  c.  24,  the 
right  of  voting  for  cities  and  towns  of  this  description  is  put/ 
within  the  same  restrictions  with  the  right  of  voting  for 
counties ;  except  as  to  the  assessment  of  the  land  and  the 
registration  of  fee  farm  rents.    For  the  stat.  20  G.  3,  c.  17, 
which  limits  the  assessment  of  the  freehold  from  twelve  to 
six  months,  and  requires  fee  farm  rents  as  well  as  annuities 
tQ  be  registered,  extends  only  to  counties  at  large. " 

Where  the  right  of  voting  in  a  borough  is  attached  to  a 
freehold  without  reference  to  its  annual  value,  the  right  if 
only  controlled  by  the  splitting  act><6)  and  the  principle  of 
the  common  law  against  occasionally,  as  a  species  of 
fraud*  There  are  several  cases  of  occasionality  in  the  re* 
ports  upon  elections  for  boroughs,  in  which  this  right  ex* 
ists ;  but  as  every  case  (where  this  otherwise  indefinite 
offence  is  not  strictly  defined  by  the  legislature),  must  turn 
upon  its  own  circumstances,  they  are  merely  referred  to  in 
the  note.  <c)  In  Wareham,  however,  the  freeholders  are  put 
in  the  same  situation  with  respect  to  a  year's  possession, 
as  electors  for  counties.  <<*> 


2.  Of  Leaseholders. 


Leasehold- 


Leaseholders  in  several  boroughs  enjoy  the  elective  ftran- 

en .  chise.    In  Cricklade  leaseholders  for  terms  of  years  (not 

less  than  three  years)  possess  it ;  in  all  other  boroughs 

where  the  right  is  attached  to  this  tenure,  the  lease  is  deter* 


-^)  See  2  Hey.  Ifti.  (*)  1747.  Resolution  of  Committee 

(»)  7  8  W.  3,  c.  25.  adapted  by  the  House.  £  Hey.  406. 

CO  1  Peck,  559,377. 1  Fras.  G9. 
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nunable  on  a  life  or  Hires,  and  thence  it  has  been  inferred  Leaseholders. 
that  the  right  was  anciently  confined  to  lessees  haying 
freohsJd  interests  in  their  tenements.  <a> 

9.  Copyholders. 

Cricklade  is  the  only  borough  where  common  copyholders  copyholders. 
enjoy  the  franchise ;  and  occupation  of  the  house  for  which 
the  y«ter  claims  it,  is  required  40  days  before  the  Election/6) 
Mi,  Serjeant  Heyweod  says,  if  their  right  was  originally  not 
connected  with  burgage  tenure,  he  cannot  look  upon  their 
interference  at  Elections  in  any  other  light  than  as  an  usur* 
nation  upon  the  rights  of  ethers,  sanctioned  by  long  enjoy- 
ment. 

4.  Burgage  Tenants. 

Littleton  defines  burgage  tenure  as  follows  :  "  Where  an  Burgage 
"  ancient  borough  is,  of  which  the  king  is  Lord,  and  they 
"  that  have  tenements  within  the  borough,  hold  of  the  king 
u  their  tenements,  that  every  tenant  for  his  tenement 
"  ought  to  pay  to  the  king  certain  rent  by  year,  &c.  and 
"  such  tenure  is  but  tenure  in  socage."  "  And  the  same 
u  manner  is  where  another  lord  spiritual  or  temporal  is 
"  lord  of  such  borough."  Sect.  162. 

According  to  the  above  definition,  if  the  tenement  were 
divided  into  several  parts,  each  part  would  be  a  burgage 
tenement,  to  which  it  might  be  presumed  the  right  of 
voting  was  attached,  for  the  statute  of  quia  emptor es, 
which,  providing  for  the  sale  of  lands  or  tenements,  enacts, 
that  the  feoffee  shall  hold  immediately  of  the  lord  of  the 
fee,  by  the  same  services  as  the  feoffor  formerly  held,  ex- 
tends to  this  tenure/')  But,  according  to  the  decisions  of 
Committees,  after  such  a  division,  the  right  of  voting  before 
annexed  to  the  soil  of  the  whole  tenement,  does  not  follow 
each  of  the  separate  parts,  but  is  destroyed,  or  rather  sus- 
pended/*) to  revive  again,  if  all  the  parts  are  reunited  in 
the  hands  of  one  tenant/')  A  burgage  tenement,  there- 
fore, to  give  a  right  of  voting,  must  be  entire  and  un- 
divided, as  it  existed  before  the  time  of.  legal  memory//  r 


GO  2  Hey.  412.  (d)  2  Fras.  115, 2  Hey.  289  90, 

C*)  IMd,  413, 14.     "  («)  Downton,  i  Lud.  2^ 

<rt  2  Hey.  278.  (/)  Horsham,  2.  Fras.  151. 
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?£I2to     T  *n  the  Hor8nam  case> the  Committee  resolved, "  That  th* 
a  counsel  for  the  sitting  members  be  not  permitted  to  offer 
"  evidence  of  any  local  usage  in  the  borough,  of  splitting* 
"  and  dividing  ancient  burgages/'    In  most  of  the  bur- 
gage tenure  boroughs,  there  are  burgages  denominated 
half  burgages,  quarter  burgages,  &c.  accordingly  as  the 
rent  varies  from  the  full  rent  of  a  whole  burgage.    Thus 
in  Downton,  where  the  rent  of  a  whole  burgage  is  1*. 
there  are  also  burgages  whose  rents  bear  the  proportion  or 
one-half,  one  quarter,  one-third,  five-twelfths,  and  other 
various  proportions  to  a  whole  burgage  rent.    Now  as  the 
right  of  voting  is  holden  to  be  annexed  to  each  of  these,  it 
is  necessary,  in  order  to  bring  them   within  the    above 
rule,  to  suppose  that  they  were  either  split  before  the  tnne- 
of  legal  memory,  or  so  granted  out  originally  by  their 
lords/")  and  in  conformity  with  the  last  supposition,  the 
terms  half  and  quarter  burgage  in  those  boroughs,  have 
been  considered  to  imply  not  division,  but  comparison  ;  not 
to  be  so  called  because  they  are  such  aliquot  parts  of  an  en- 
tire burgage,  but  because  they  are  smaller  burgages,  bear- 
ing the  proportion  to  the  largest,  of  two  or  four  to  one/*) 

By  modern  decisions  it  is  required  that  the  tenement, 
should  be  not  only  entire  and  undivided,  but  that  it  should 
be  subject  to  the  payment  of  a  rent  certain  to  the  lord,  dis- 
tinctly reserved.    The  payment  of  rent,  however,  and  its 
distinct  reservation,  seem  rather  to  be  modes  of  proof  re- 
sorted to  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  the  entirety  of  the 
burgage  than  essential  qualities ;  since  many  instances  may 
be  produced  from  doomsday -book,  in  which  the  tenure  has 
existed  without  the  reservation  of  any  rent  at  all.    Besides, 
which  the  distinct  reservation  of  rent  for  a  tenement  is  the 
same  as  the  reservation  of  rent  for  a  distinct  tenement,  and 
the  tenements  must  be  distinguished  from  each  other  before, 
the  entirety  of  each  can  be  shewn.    Moreover  in  the  case 
of  Ashhurton,  it  appears  that  separate  votes  were  allowed 
to  the  tenants  of  certain  lands  holden  of  that  borough,  al- 
though a  general  rent  was  paid  for  those  lands  which  was. 
afterwards  apportioned  by  the  particular  tenants  among, 
themselves.  O 
So  that  although  a  distinct  rent  immemorially  reserved, 


;r)8ee«Hey.S7»*  :0*Hey.»3. 
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i*  strong  evidence  of  the  identity  and  entirety  of  a  burgage,  Surgmf? 
it  can  scarcely  be  considered  an  essential  incident. 

The  &vt  following  propositions  as  to  the  nature  of  this 
tenure  were  stated  by  the  counsel  in  the  Downton  case.  (a) 

1.  In  a  proper  burgage  tenure  borough  the  right  to  rote 
is  incident  to  the  freehold  interest  of  every  burgage. 

2.  Such  right  may  be  suspended,  but  cannot  be  extin- 
guished. 

3.  Every  ancient  tenement  situate  within  snch  borough, 
and  held  by  socage  tenure,  is  a  burgage. 

4.-  The  characteristics  of  a  burgage  are,  that  the  tenant 
is  liable  to  pay  to  the  lord  of  the  borough  a  rent  certain,  a 
relief  upon  descent,  and  a  fine  upon  alienation. 
.  5.  The  question  whether  a  tenement  is  or  is  not  a  bur- 
gage tenement,  being  a  question  of  prescription,  the  affirma*. 
tire  may  be  established  by  any  of  the  modes  of  proof  by 
which  other  prescriptions  or  customs  are  proved. 

And  in  the  Horsham  case  <*)  it  was  also  stated  by  coun- 
sel that  the  following  points  of  inquiry  have  been  generally 
made  in  questions  of  burgage  tenure. 

1.  The  name  of  the  burgage,  which  if  found  in  all  the 
deeds  to  be  the  same,  would  afford  a  presumption  in  favour 
of  the  identity  of  the  burgage* 

2.  The  contents,  which. are  extremely  necessary  to  be 
considered  in  this  tenure ;  because  if  any  part  of  an  aggre^ 
gate  specification  were  afterwards  omitted,  that  omission, 
if  no  satisfactory  account  were  given  of  it,  would  undoubt-, 
edly  destroy  the  vote. 

3.  The  boundaries,  which  if  all  along  described  in  the 
same  manner,  will  create  a  strong  presumption  in  favour  of 
the  contents* 

4.  The  rent,  for  though,  rents  may  be  released  or  aban- 
doned by  the  lord,  where  that  is  not  the  case,  if  the  rent  is 
lessened,  and  the  contents  are  not  proved  to  be  the  same, 
the  presumption  is  that  the  burgage  is  not  entire. 

5.  The  situation  of  the  streets. 

Tenements  locally  situated  within  a  borough,  but  belong- 
ing to  another  district,  rendering  feudal  services  and  profits 
to  distant  lords,  do  not  privilege  their  holders  to  vote  with 
the  other  burgesses.  <c> 


<*)3Lud.fl0k  O  £  Fras.  110,111. 
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TenfS?  Thongh  burgage  tenure  is  socage  tenure,  yet  as  land* 

were  holden  both  in  free  and  villein  socage,  it  is  not  incon- 
sistent with  the  nature  of  burgage  lands  to  be  holden  by 
copy  of  court  roll. 

The  right  of  voting  in  Westbury  was  determined  to  be  in 
every  tenant  of  any  burgage  tenement  in  fee,  for  life  or  99 
years  determinable  on  lives,  or  by  copy  of  court  roU9  paying 
a  burgage  rent  of  4d.  or  2d.  yearly,  being  resident  within 
the  borough  and  not  receiving  alms.  <°> 

The  interest  which  the  tenant  is  required  to  have  in  his 
burgage  varies  according  to  the  usages  of  different  boroughs. 
In  some  he  must  be  seised  in  fee.  <*>  But  in  general  the 
right  of  voting  is  in  those  who  have  a  freehold  interest,  as 
Clitheioe,  Old  Sarum,  and  others.  But  it  may  be  ex- 
tended to  burgage  tenants  holding  only  for  terms  of  years,  as 
in;Westbury,  1702, 1715,  and  in  Weobly,  1736,  Bramber, 
1703,  and  Great  Bodmin,  1707-29.  The  inhabitants  of  bur- 
gage tenements  were  in  some  instances  admitted,  in  others 
decided,  to  have  the  same  privilege.  <*> 
i  In  many  cases  this  right  has  been  claimed  to  be  in  bur* 
gage  tenants  generally,  and  their  respective  interests  not 
specified  in  the  journals.  <<*)  The  statute  7  8  W.  c.  25,  s.7, 
is  most  general  in  its  expression,  "  That  no  person  shall  be 
u  allowed  to  have  any  vote  in  election  of  members  to  serve 
"  in  parliament  for  or  by  reason  of  any  trust,  estate,  or 
"  mortgage,  unless  such  trustee  or  mortgagee  be  in  actual 
"  possession  or  receipt  of  the  rents  and  profits/'  And  there 
seems  no  reason  why  boroughs  of  this  description  should  be 
excluded  from  its  operation.  In  the  Horsham  case,  1715, 
it  was  taken  for  granted  to  be  applicable  to  burgage  te- 
nure. <•)  But  in  Downton,  1784,  where  the  vote  of  one 
claiming  under  a  conveyance  from  the  trustee  was  objected 
to  as  within  the  statute,  his  vote  was  allowed.  </> 


Possession. 

It  seldom  happens  that  the  voter  is  in  the  actual  posses- 
sion of  the  tenement  either  by  occupation  or  receipt  of 


O  2  Hey.  285.-18  Jour.  154.  [ (*)  2  Hey.  297-  ' 

(»)  2  Hey.  292.  Richmond,  17  Jour.  (•)  IKd-  309. 
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rent,  yet  he  must  be  legally  possessed,  and  prepared  to  de-  B JJJJJ**  - 
dace  a  title  with  as  much  regularity  as  upon  the  trial  of  an 
ejectment.  Though  possession  of  the  land  is  primA  facie 
evidence  of  a  right  to  the  fee  simple,  it  was  objected  in  se- 
veral instances  that  possession  alone  of  a  burgage  tenement 
without  a  title  was  not  sufficient  to  support  a  vote.  But 
an  adverse  possession  for  20  years  has  been  holden  a  suffi- 
cient title  to  establish  a  voter's  right  <°> 


[  Occarionality. 

As  there  is  no  time  limited  by  statute,  for  which  burgage 
tenants  must  have  been  in  possession,  it  depends  upon  the 
statute  of  William,  and  the  rules  of  the  common  law,  whe- 
ther occasional  conveyances  "of  this  species  of  property 
confer  the  right  of  voting.  The  statute  enacts — "  That  all 
"  conveyances  of  any  messuages,  &c.  in  order  to  multiply 
"  voices,  or  to  split  and  divide  the  interest  in  any  houses  or 
u  lands  amongst  several  persons  to  enable  them  to  vote  at 
"  elections  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament,  are  hereby 
"  declared  to  be  void  and  of  none  effect,  and  that  no  more 
"  than  one  single  vote  shall  be  admitted  to  one  and  the 
u  same  house  or  tenement."  <*> 

The  operation  of  this  statute  is  so  dependant  upon  evi- 
dence of  the  intention  of  parties  in  the  transfer  of  property, 
that  a  case  must  be  very  pregnant  of  fraud  to  fall  within 
its  application.  The  question  has  been  fully  discussed 
upon  almost  every  petition  against  a  return  for  a  burgage 
tenure  borough,  and  though  there  has  been  no  express  reso- 
lution upon  the  point,  it  seems  to  be  considered  that  occa- 
sional conveyances  in  such  boroughs  are  not  illegal.  <*> 
Mr.  Serjeant  Heywood,  though  he  appears  to  think  this 
notion  inconsistent  with  the  law,  says,  "  It  has  been  decided 
"  that  by  the  law  of  parliament  (which  is  part  of  the  com- 
"  mon  law),  conveyances  of  burgage  tenements  made  under 
"  the  most  pregnant  circumstances  of  legal  fraud  for  the 
"  purposes  of  an  Election  were  good  and  valid."  W>  But  I 
do  not  find  any  case  where  it  has  been  expressly  so  decided. 


O  Downton,  1  Lud.  199.   £Hey.       <*)  1  Doug.  209.   1  Peek,  313, 36£, 
30?.  340, 345. 
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Taints  In  the  case  °*  ^B81°W  ••  Rapley,  whiek  was  an  action 

against  the  returning  officer  of  Haslemere,  then  considered 
to  be  a  burgage  tenure  borough,  for  a  false  retarn,  such 
conveyances  were  severely  censured  by  Sir  Francis  Pem- 
berton,  C.  J.,  as  illegal  and  unconstitutional.  <•)  And  the 
Horsham  Committee,  in  1792,  upon  rejecting  evidence  of 
local  usage  in  Horsham,  of  dividing  ancient  burgages,  took 
occasion  to  declare,  u  that  they  meant  to  leave  it  open  to 
"  the  sitting  member's  counsel  to  shew,  if  they  pleased,  the 
"  occasionality  of  particular  votes,  for  that  they  were  not 
"  of  opinion  with  the  counsel  for  the  petitioners,  that  be- 
'"  cause  ancient  burgages  could  not  be  split,  the  convey- 
"  ance  of  them  could  not  be  occasional, Jtrat  that  if  that 
"  question  was  meant  to  be  agitated,  the  discussion  ought 
"  to  be  brought  on  as  soon  as  possible/'  <*> 

Indeed  it  is  difficult  to  understand  why  the  bond  fide  pur- 
chase of  a  40s.  freehold  a  short  time  before  an  Election,  for 
the  avowed  purpose  of  enjoying  the  elective  franchise  in  a 
county,  should,  as  to  that  object,  be  deemed  fraudulent,  and 
rendered  ineffectual;  whilst  at  the  same  time  pretended 
conveyances  of  burgage  houses,  by  which  no  property  is  ever 
intended  to  pass,  but  the  voters  are  made  the  mere  instru- 
ments of  other  persons,  should  confer  the  right  of  election  for 
boroughs  of  that  description.  Perhaps  one  mjght  have 
supposed  this  doctrine  to  have  arisen  from  a  false  view  of 
the  above-mentioned  clause  in  the  7  8  of  W.  £,  s.  25,  as 
applicable  to  a  prevailing  principle  of  burgage  tenure ;  that 
inasmuch  as  burgage  tenements,  in  order  to  give  the  fran- 
chise, must  have  been  undivided  since  the  time  of  legal  me- 
mory, therefore  the  prohibition  to  split  and  divide  interests 
in  houses,  &c.  could  have  no  operation  upon  such  bo- 
roughs ;  were  not  the  inference  so  imperfect,  that  because 
a  tenement  must  have  been  immemorially  undivided,  there- 
,  fore  it  may  not  be  colourably  "  conveyed,  in  order  to  multi- 

"  ply  voices,"  both  within  the  meaning  of  the  statute  and 
at  common  law. 

Of  Persons  who  possess  the  Right  of  Voting  in  respect  of 

Corporate  Privileges. 

Corporations  aggregate  are  generally  composed  of  mem- 

(•)  8  Hey.  339,— Somer's  Traeto,  1        (*)  8  Fna.  fie. 
vol.  374. 
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bers  of  distinct  ranks/*)  the  "common  freemen  forming  the  Corporations, 
great  mass  of  the  corporation,  from  which  one  or  more  se- 
lect bodies  are  chosen,  according  to  the  charters,  or  in  pre- 
scriptive corporations,  the  usage.  And  the  right  of  elect* 
ing  members  of  Parliament,  exists  either  in  the  whole  body, 
or  a  select  part,  according  to  the  constitution  of  the  cor- 
poration. 

In  some  corporate  towns  the  members  of  the  corporation 
require  a  superadded  qualification  to  entitle  them  to  vote, 
as  for  example  in  Boston,  where  the  right  of  election  is  in 
the  mayor,  aldermen,  common  council,  and  freemen,  resi- 
dent in  the  borough,  paying  scot  and  lot,  such  freemen 
claiming  their  freedom  by  birth  or  servitude/6)  In  others 
the  freeholders/0)  or  inhabitant  householders  participate/*) 
The  freemen  of  a  corporation  cannot  exercise  the  elec-  Admission. 
tive  franchiseunless  regularly  admitted  and  enrolled  in  the 
corporation  bookstand  the  entry  of  admission  stamped//) 
except  where,  by  custom,  an  admission  in  form  is  unneces- 
sary /*>  in  which  case  the  Committee  did  not  require  evi- 
dence of  the  admissions  enrolled  on  stamps. 

A  stamped  admission,  though  not  on  the  corporation 
books,  may  be  received  in  evidence. 

In  the  borough  of  Evesham,  it  appeared  to  have  been  the 
custom,  for  the  town  clerk  to  keep  the  stamped  admissions 
together  in  a  roll,  instead  of  putting  them  in  the  book  of  the 
corporation.  On  this  roll  the  admission  of  the  voter  was  en- 
tered, on  a  proper  stamp,  corresponding  with  the  entry  of 
the  voter's  admission  in  the  corporation  books.  It  was  re- 
solved— "  That  the  admission  of  the  voter  appeared  to  have 
"  been  entered  on  stamped  paper,  according  to  the  pro- 
"  visions  of  4he  Act  of  Parliament."^)  So  where  stamped 
admissions,  kept  on  a  file,  had  been  afterwards  sewn  to- 
gether in  one  roll,  they  were  received  as  within  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Stamp  Act/*) 

Proof  of  admission,  with  the  service  of  a  corporate  office, 
is  evidence  of  admission  under  a  stamp.  Where  it  ap- 
peared the  voter  had  been  admitted,  but  no  stamped 
entry  of    admission    was  produced,   his  service  of    the 


<«)  There    may    be   corporations  (*)  Worcester,  3  Doug.  248. 

-where  the  members  are  ail  of  equal  (/)  5  G.  3,  c.  46. 

authority,  1  Black.  Comm.  478.  (j)  Sudbury,  2  Doug.  132, 175. 

(*)  Carew.  68.  (A)  Evesham,  Corb.  Dan.  51. 

(c)  Norwich,  2  Hey.  384.  (0  Drogheda,  Corb.  Dan.  109. 

tf)  Bedford,  2  Doug.  70. 
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Corporations,  several  offices  of  mayor,  alderman,  and  sheriff,  was  hoiden 
sufficient  evidence  of  the  stamping/") 

So  service  of  the  office,  either  of  mayor,  alderman, 
sheriff,  or  common  councilman,  was  received  as  evidence  of 
having  been  sworn  in/*)  And  where  several  persons  had 
been  sworn  in  six  years  before  the  day  on  which  they 
polled,  the  Committee  resolved,  that  they  could  not  receive 
evidence  to  impeach  their  corporate  rights/0) 

By  the  Durham  Act/*)  the  admission  must  have  been  a 
year  before  the  Election,  except  in  respect  to  persons  en- 
titled to  their  freedom  by  birth,  marriage,  or  servitude ; 
but  the  entry  upon  stamp  will  be  sufficient  at  any  subse- 
quent period,  even  during  the  poll,  if  prior  to  the  voting/*) 
but  not  after//) 

Persons  within  the  exceptions  in  the  Durham  Act  are 
qualified,  though  admitted  after  the  teste  and  issuing  of 
the  writ  of  Election/*)  except  in  Coventry/*)  And  where  it 
appeared  that  many  persons  were  admitted  to  their  free- 
dom immediately  previous  to,  and  during  the  Election, 
whose  admissions  were  paid  for  by  an  agent  of  the  sitting 
member,  the  sitting  member  was,  nevertheless,  declared 
duly  elected/*) 

Persons  within  the  exceptions  in  the*  Durham  Act  hav- 
ing been  refused  their  admission,  or  having  delayed  their 
demand  for  admission,  till  it  was  too  late  to  enforce 
it  by  application  for  a  mandamus,  should  nevertheless, 
tender  their  vote  at  the  Election,  and  proceed  to  obtain 
their  admissions  afterwards,  as  the  Committee  upon  proof 
of  such  facts,  will  allow  the  vote/*)  By  12  G.  3,  c.  21. 
persons  who  have  been  improperly  refused  their  admission 
shall,  upon  its  being  enforced  by  mandamus,  receive  all  the 
costs  of  the  proceedings  from  the  mayor,  or  other  officer, 
who  so  misconducted  himself. 

Of  Persons  who  possess  the  Right  of  Voting  in  respect  of 

Inhabitancy, 

The  right  of  election  arising  from  inhabitancy  is  modi- 


(a)  Drogheda,  Corb.  Dan.  109.  (g)  Bristol,  1  Doug.  245, 288,  note  c. 

(6)  Ibid.  106.  (A)  21  G.  3,  c.  54,  s.6. 

(c)  Evesham,  Corb.  Dan.  51.  (i)  Worcester,  Corb/Dan.  173. 

(<f)  3  G.  3,  c.  15.  (*)  Okehamptonv  1  Fras.  166.  Shrews- 

(0)  Cardigan,  3  Doug.  188,  208.  bury,  1  Doug.  {464,  470.     Derby,  3 

(/)  Drogheda,   Corb.    Dan.    109.     Doug.  300,367. 
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fed  in  various  ways,  bittin  almost  every  borough,  some  ad-  ialobtanti. 

ditional  qualification  is  necessary.    In  order  to  provide 

against  occasionality  in  boroughs  of  this  description,  every 

voter  is  required  to  have  been  an  inhabitant  six  months 

before  the  Election.    "  No  person  shall  be  admitted  to  vote 

"  at  any  Election  of  a  member  or  members  to  serve  in  Par- 

"  liament  for  any  city  or  borough  of  that  part  of  Great 

"  Britain  called  England,  or  the  dominion  of  Wales,  at  an 

"inhabitant  paying  scot  and   lot,  or  as  an  inhabitant 

"  householder,  housekeeper,  and  pot-waller,  legally  settled, 

u  or  as  an  inhabitant  householder,  housekeeper  and  pot- 

"  waller,  or  as  an  inhabitant  householder  resiant,  or  as 

'<  an  inhabitant  of  sueh  city  or  borough,  unless  he  shall 

"  nave  been  actually  and  bond  fide  an  inhabitant  paying 

"jjcot  and  lot,  or  an  inhabitant  householder,  housekeeper, 

u  and  pot- waller,  legally  settled,  or  an  inhabitant  house- 

"  holder,  housekeeper,  and  pot-waller,  or  an  inhabitant 

"  householder  resiant,  or  an  inhabitant  within  such  city  or 

"  borough  six  calendar  months  previous  to  the  day  of  the 

"  Election  at  which  he  shall  tender  his  vote,"<-)  under 

penalty  o£  20J.  "  Not  to  extend  to  any  person  acquiring 

"  the  possession  of  any  house,  in  any  city  or  borough,  by 

"  descent,  devise,  marriage,  or  marriage  settlement,  or  pro- 

u  motion  to  any  office  or  benefice."**) 

By  the  2nd  section  of  this  Act,  it  is  not  to  extend  to  per- 
sons "  voting  for  such  boroughs,  by  any  other  title  or  su- 
peradded qualification,"  yet  in  the  Seaforth  case  it  was  ex- 
tended to  inhabitant  housekeeper*  paying  soot  and  lot<c> 

Inhabitants  paying  Scot  and  Lot. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  ancient  signification  of  Paving  scot 
these  terms, "  scot  and  lot,"  in  modern  times  has  always 
been  understood  to  mean  parish  taxes,  or  parish  pay- 
ments/^ And  in  all  boroughs  of  this  description,  assess- 
ment and  contribution  to  the  poor  rate  is  the  usual  criterion 
by  which  to  determine  who  is  a  person  "  paying  scot  and  lot." 
Ihough  it  is  not  the  only  criterion,  for  it  has  been  holden, 
that  a  church  rate  would  be  admissible  to  shew  who  was 


,  GO  »  G. 3,  c  100. 8. 1«  (c)  Simeon,  N.  128, 2nd  ed. 

tf)  Hid.  <*>  3  Doug.  1*9. 
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wJTiot.500*    an  faaaMttot  Paying  scot  and  lot,  if  there  was  no  poor 

rate.(a>  i 

Persons  impro-     Actual  assessment  and  contribution  is  not  always  neces- 
P«rlT  omitted.  ^  for  .f  a  pmn  h8ying  ^Me  property  w  omitted^ 

and  uses  due  diligence  to  be  put  upon  the  rate,  he  will  be 
entitled  to  exercise  the  franchise.  The  best  criterion  of 
due  diligence  is,  an  appeal  against  the  rate,  and  in  cases 
where  the  omission  has  not  arisen  from  fraudulent  mis- 
conduct in  the  parish  officers,  it  is  the  only  one.<*> .,  By 
the  43  Eliz.  c.  2,  s.  1,  the  churchwardens  and  overseers, 
or  major  part,  with  consent  of  two  justices  in  or  near 
the  parish,  &c.  are  to  make  the  rate,  and  in  order  to  avoid 
their  improper  exercise  of  this  power,  the  17  6. 2,  c-3.  re- 
quires them  to  publish  the  rate  in  the  church  the  next  Sun- 
day after  it  is  allowed  by  the  justices,  and  every  inhabit- 
ant may  inspect,  and  take  copies  of  it,  and  appeal  to  the 
sessions  against  it 

It  is  not,  however,  in  all  cases  necessary,  that  a  voter 
improperly  omitted,  should  appeal  against  the  rate,  in  order 
to  maintain  his  franchise.  Wherever  the  omission  of  a  per- 
son, possessed  of  rateable  property,  arises  from  the  fraudu- 
lent misconduct  of  the  parish,  officers,- he  will  be  permitted, 
after  proof  of  such  misconduct,  to  go  into  evidence  of  his 
rateability,  upon  the  establishment  of  which  his  vote  will 
be  received/0)  Though  it  was  admitted  by  the  counsel, 
in  the  case  of  Fowey,  1818,  that  it, was  necessary  to  esta- 
blish both  misconduct  on  the  part  of  the  officers,  and  due 
diligence  on  the  part  of  those  omitted  to  be  put  upon  the 
rate.c<0 

Wherever  the  omission  has  been  made  without  any  wil- 
ful misconduct  in  the  officers,  it  seems  reasonable  that  the 
person  supposing  himself  injured,  should  assert  his  right 
by  an.  appeal  to  the  proper  tribunal,  since  a  bona  fide 
omission,  on  the  part  of  the  parish  officer,  creates  a  pre- 
sumption that  the  right  is  doubtful.  But  where  the  omis- 
sion is  made  by  the  officer's  wilful  misconduct,  it  ought  not 
to  cast  upon  a  voter  the  necessity  of  subjecting  himself  to 
the  inconvenience  of  asserting  his  franchise  by  a  legal  pro* 


«   <<0  Fowey  Corb,  Dan.  135.  140.  N.  F.  Strange  1859.    Fowey,  I 
(A)  Leominster,  l  Peck  482.    Sea-  Peck,  563.  Mitchel,  1  Lud.  81.  Peter- 
ford,  3  Lud.  5&87.    Fowey  3  Doug,  borough,  3  Doug.  89. 
147  n,  Vide  n.  a- 1  Peck,  479.  GO  Corb.  Dan.^29. 
.  GO  St,  Ives,  %  Doug.  393.   S  Doug. 
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ceeding,  or  even  of  adopting  any  measures  whatever,  to  be  Jjftel *** 
put  upon  the  rate ;  misconduct  in  the  officers  making  the 
rate,  is  a  sufficient  reason  to  shew  that  the  rate  is  no  fair 
criterion  of  the  ratability  of  the  inhabitants,  and  ought, 
therefore,  to  let  in  other  proof. 

In  one  case  the  Committee  refused  to  receive  evidence  of 
the  following  facts  as  proof  of  criminal  partiality  in  the 
officers.  That  the  person  claiming  to  vote  was,  at  the  time 
et  making  the  rate  in  question,  possessed  of  the  same  pro- 
perty for  which  he  was  assessed  in  the  rate  immediately 
preceding ;  that  whilst  rated,  he  had  always  paid  the 
rates;  and  that  his  circumstances  were  then  as  good  as  dur- 
ing the  time  he  was  rated/")  But  where  a  rate  had  been 
appealed  againsl  and  confirmed,  evidence  was  received  of 
the  ratability  of  a  voter,  not  on  the  rate,  who  had  tendered 
his  vote,  to  shew  that  the  rate  was  partially  made,  and, 
therefore,  not  binding/*) 

Yet,  in  a  subsequent  case,  the  Committee  refused  to  hear 
evidence  of  fraud,  in  a  rate  which  had  been  confirmed  upon 
appeal/*)  But  where  the  rate  had  been  made  nine  months 
before  the  Election,  it  being  the  custom  in  the  borough  to 
make  one  every  six  months,  the  Committee  were  willing  to 
receive  evidence  of  the  rateability  of  persons  omitted  from 
tike  rate,  in  respect  of  property  which  they  bad  acquired 
after  the  time  of  making  the  rate,  and  before  the  six  months 
immediately  preceding  the  Election/*) 

It  was  holden  in  the  Bridge  water  case,  CO  "  that  persons  Payment  of 
"  rated,  and  not  having  paid  the  rates  before  the  day  of 
"  Election,  the  rate  being  legally  demanded,  and  no  fraud 
"  appearing  on  the  part  of  the  overseers,  were  disquali- 
"  fied."  This  resolution,  however,  is  expressly  dissented 
from  by  the  Shaftesbury  Committee,  1813,  who  resolved, 
"  that  they  did  not  confirm  the  resolution"  above  stated, 
and  held,  that  twenty-seven  votes  objected  against,  on  the 
ground  of  not  having  paid  the  last  rates  when  demanded, 
were  good  votes,  and  ought  to  have  been  received,  and 
placed  on  the  poll/*) 

In  a  still  later  case,  however,  a  demand  and  refusal  to 
pay  a  rate,  which  was  subsequently  quashed,  was  holden  a 
disqualification//  ) 

(a)  Peterborough,  S  Doug.  89, 190.  («)  Shaftesbury,  Corb.  Dan.  887. 

<*)  Fowey  1791,  3  Doug.  147.  notes  (/)  Fowey,  Corb.  Dan.  143,  166,  n. 

CO  Fowey,  Corb,  Dan.  860.  (?)  1  Peck,  108. 
00  Fowey,  Corb.  Dan.  268.  J 

b  a 
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anJifogt.scot  Tne  demand  ^d  refusal  ought  to  be  clearly  established. 
The  demand  should  either  be  personal,  or  by  some  written 
paper  left  at  the  house  amounting  to  a  demand/*)  Where, 
however,  a  demand  was  proved,  and  no  payment  appeared 
to  have  been  afterwards .  made,  the  Committee  held,  that 
the  subsequent  non-payment  amounted  to  a  refusal,  al- 
though no  positive  refusal  was  proved  to  have  been  given 
at  the  time  of  making  the  demand/6) 

Where  the  rate  being  demanded  of  the  wife  only,  re- 
mained unpaid,  the  vote  was  received,  except  in  one  in- 
stance, where  it  appeared  that  the  wife  generally  paid  the 
rates  and  taxes/*)  And,  it  seems,  that  payment  of  the 
'  rates,  even  after  a  vote  has  been  tendered,  and  rejected,  for 
non-payment,  will  entitle  the  voter  to  poll.  Cullen  v. 
Morris/**) 

A  refusal  will  not,  in  all  cases,  disqualify,  as  where  k  is 
accompanied  with  a  sufficient  excuse.  The  voter  had  a 
bill  upon  the  parish  for  shoes  furnished  to  the  paupers,  he 
gave  that  as  a  reason  for  his  refusal,  and  though  the  bill 
did  not  exceed  half  of  the  rates  due,  the  vote  was  allowed. 
So  where  a  voter  having  rateable  property,  was  charged  for 
other  property,  not  in  his  occupation,  and  had  given  notice 
of  appeal  on  that  ground/*) 

A  person  may  he  excused  paying  the  rates,  or  they  may 
be  returned  to  him  upon  his  own  application,  for  a  sufficient 
cause,  and  he  will  not  be  thereby  disqualified//)  But  if 
they  are  compounded  for  by  the  landlord/')  or  the  payment 
is  not  altogether  bond,  fide,  as  where  a  gamekeeper  paid  the 
rates  for  a  house  in  which  he  lived  rent  free,  but  they  were 
allowed  him  by  his  master,  the-  voter  is  disqualified/*) 
Residence.  As  no  person  shall  be  admitted  to  vote-as  an  inhabitant 
paying  scot  and  lot,  unless  he  shall  have  been  bond  fide  an 
inhabitant,  paying  scot  and  lot,  six  calendar  months  pre- 
vious to  the  day  of  Election,  unless  the  house  came  to  him 
by  descent,  devise,  marriage,  or  marriage  settlement,  or 
promotion  to  any  office,  or  benefice,  wherever  evidence  of 
rateability  is  received,  to  establish  the  votes  of  persona 


(.•)  Cullen  t.  Morris.  London  Sit-        (•)  Corb.  and  Dan.'167. 
tings,  before  Hilary  Term  1820.  Corb.        (/)  Colchester/I  Peck.  507-8. 
Dan.  168.  (*)  Southwark,  2  Feck,  160. 

(*)  Corb.  Dan.  167.  (*)  Cirencester,  2  Fras.  453. 

OIK&168. 

00  IfcTf.  170-1.  Sed  vid.  Simeon,  135. 
1  Feck,  108. 
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omitted  in  the  rate,  they  must  be  shewn  to  hare  been  rate-  JjJ1"! 9Cot 
able  inhabitants  six  months  previous  to  the  Election.  An 
administrator,  who,  by  virtue  of  letters  of  administration, 
had  become  possessed  of  leasehold  property  in  a  borough 
more  than  six  months  before  the  Election,  upon  which  he 
permitted  another  person  to  reside  up  to  the  time  of  the 
Election,  is  not  within  the  exceptions  in  this  statute,  nor  en- 
titled to  vote/fl>  But  a  miller,  whose  house  was  out  of  the 
borough,  attended  daily  at  his  mill  within  the  borough,  and 
occasionally  slept  there,  in  a  room  kept  for  that  purpose ; 
he  was  holden  an  inhabitant/6)  For  it  is  not  necessary  in 
a  borough  of  this  description,  that  a  voter  should  be  an  in- 
habitant householder.^) 

Not  only  the  votes  of  persons  improperly  omitted,  will  be 
received,  but  the  votes  of  those  improperly  rated,  will  be 
rejected,  if  criminal  partiality  in  the  officers  be  proved  ,though 
the  rate  has  not  been  appealed  against/*)  In  the  same  case 
it  was  holden,  that  the  mere  fact  of  improperly  rating  a 
person  not  possessed  of  rateable  property,  is  not  sufficient 
evidence  of  misconduct/*) 

Informality  in  making  the  rate,  if  there  is  no  fraud,  will  Rate  infer- 
not  prevent  its  reception,  as  evidence  of  the  voter's  pos- 
session of  rateable  property.  As  where  it  was  doubtful 
whether  the  appointment  of  the  overseers  was  a  legal  one  ;CD 
so  a  rate  which  was  retrospective,  and  informally  signed, 
was  received  in  evidence  to  prove  the  voter  possessed  of 
rateable  property /O  And  where  the  rate  immediately  pre- 
ceding the  Election  had  been  quashed,  the  names  of  several 
voters  having  been  omitted,  a  rate  made  after  the  Election, 
in  which  these  names  were  inserted,  was  received,  to  prove 
due  diligence/*)  But  a  mistake  in  the  christian  name  of 
tho  voter  is  fatal/O 

The  Court  of  K.  B.  have  holden,  that  in  an  action  of  tres- 
pass for  a  distress  for  non-payment  of  a  poor's  rate,  the 
plaintiff  cannot  avail  himself  of  the  informality  of  the 
rate/* 


(«)  Milborn  Port.  Corb.  Dan.  226  (/)  Mfflborn  Port.  1  Doug.  186. 

<*)IK*228.  <*)  2  Peck.  394. 

CD  IUd.  2ST-  <*>  Fowey,  .Corb.  Pan.  134. 

(*)  Milborn   Port.  Phillip*,   273.-  <0  2  Peck,  396. 

Ormc246.  (*)  1  Bur.  660.   6T.R.580. 
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Inhabitants,  Householders,  Housekeeper*,  and  PotwaUete, 

legally  settled. 


Householders.     in  the  Cirencester  case,<*>  the  Committee  resolved, "  that 
"  no  person  can  be  deemed  a  householder  who  does  not  pos- 
"  sess  an  exclusive  right  to  the  use  of  the  outward  door  of 
"  the  building,  although  by  taking  inmates  he  may  have 
"  relinquished,  for  a  time,  the  exercise  of  that  exclusive 
"  right ;  neither  can  a  person  whose  habitation  is  composed 
"  of  more  apartments  than  one  be  deemed  a  householder, 
"  unless  he  also  possesses  an  exclusive  right  to  the  use  of 
"  the  stair-case,  doorway,  or  other  passage,  that  forms  the 
"  means  of  communication  between  his  several  apartments, 
"  although  by  taking  inmates,  he  may  have  relinquished,  for 
"  a  time,  the  exercise  of  that  right.    The  original  right  to 
"  the  exclusive  use  is  then  the  point  of  discrimination 
"  between  the  householder  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  in- 
"  mate  on  the  other.  The  term,  outward  door  to  the  build- 
*'  ing,  does  not  include  in  its  meaning  the  gates  or  outward 
"  door  of  a  court,  or  passage,  open  to  the  sky.  A  house  may 
"  contain  a  single  apartment,  but  it  does  not  follow  that  a 
"  single  apartment,  though  furnished  with  a  separate  out- 
"  ward  door,  will  constitute  a  house ;  for  a  shop,  or  stall, 
"  unless  used  as  a  dwelling,  is  not  a  house.  "<*> 

The  legal  meaning  of  the  terms,  householders  and  in- 
mates, must  be  determined  on  the  general  principles  of  the 
law  of  the  land,  not  on  any  ideas  suggested  by  local  usage. 
If  a  passage,  though  covered,  is  considered  as  a  street,  all 
the  houses  that  have  separate  outward  doors  opening  into 
that  passage  "are  good  votes."*')  Where  the  right  of  Election 
is  "  in  the  bailiffs,  burgesses,and  freemen,  being  house* 
"  holders  of,  and  resident  in  the  ancient  burgage  houses 
"  within  the  borough,"  a  freeman  being  a  bond  fide  house* 
holder,  and  resident  in  an  ancient  burgage  house  within 
the  borough,  is  not  disqualified  by  taking  into  his  house 
lodgers  or  inmates/*) 

Potvaller.  Potwaller  is  a  person  who  furnishes  his  own  diet, 
whether  housekeeper  or  lodger.  O  But  a  legal  parochial 
settlement  in  the  borough.of  Taunton  is  also  required  by  the 
custom  of  that  place. 


O  2  Fra.  449.  ,  id)  Chippenham,l  Peck,  273. 

(»)  IHd.         t  O  Taunton,  1  Douj.  371. 

(tilbid.  , 
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-  The  36  G.  S,  c.  101.  8. 4.  which  enacts  that  no  person  Jff*11*  "*- 
shall  gain  a  settlement  by  paying  taxes  for  a  tenement  under 
102.  annual  value,  does  not  affect  the  case  of  stock  in  trade, 
for  which  parish  taxes  are  paid,  to  however  small  an 
amount,  but  that  a  settlement  is  thereby  gained,  under 
3  4  W.  &  M.  c.  11.  for  paying  a  share  of  the  parish  taxes.  Ca) 

There  are  also  other  terms,  viz.  commonalty  and  populacyj  Commonalty. 
which  are  sometimes  descriptive  of  part  of  a  corporation, 
but  when  used  to  designate  particular  descriptions  of  in- 
habitants,  have  been  taken  by  Committees  in  different 
senses.  Commonalty  has  sometimes  an  extended,  some- 
times a  restricted  sense ;  in  Bridportit  was  holden  to  com- 
prehend^) "  inhabitants,  householders,  paying  scot  and 
"  lot."  In  Warwick  those  "  who  pay  to  church  and  poor."f> 
For  Plymouth  it  is  used  in  its  corporate  sense,  and  only 
comprises  the  "  freemen  of  the  borough." 

:. .  Populacy  was,  in  Honiton,  considered  as  synonymous  to  Popular, 
potwaller  ;<0  in  Seaford,  "  inhabitants,  housekeepers,  pay- 
ing scot  and  lot."</> 

•  With  respect  to  residence,  it  is  also  necessary,  Residence. 
by  the  custom  of  some  particular  boroughs/')  and 
where  such  custom  exists,  the  residence  must  be  bona 
fide,  and  not  colourable/*)  or  in  a  parliamentary  sense  oc- 
casional ;  it  must  be  obvious,  however,  that  cases  occur 
where  it  is  difficult  to  draw  the  line  betwixt  real  and  colour- 
able residence,  since  persons  may  have  various  bona  fide 
residences.^)  And  it  may  be,  that  a  voter  justly  exercises 
the  franchise  for  a  borough  where  residence  is  required, 
without,  ever  having  resided/*)  as  in  the  following  case. 

The  right  of  Election  was  "  in  the  freemen  of  the  borough 
"  admitted  at  a  full  court  by  the  mayor,  aldermen,  common 
"  councilmen,  and  burgesses,  suck  freemen  being  resident, 
"  and  paying  scot  and  lot,  in  all  eases,  except  where  no  rats 
"  has  taken  place  subsequent  to  their  admission,1'  It  was 
determined  by  the  Committee,  that  a  person  admitted  a 
freeman  immediately  before  the  Election,  though  he  had 


O  £  Ilchester,  £  Peck.  £51. 
P)  £9  Journ.  £04. 
•)  Carew,  £09. 10. 
VkL  Poole,  £  Doug.  £50. 
(•)  3  Lad.  159. 
/)  3  Doug.  £9. 


<*)  Vide  Orme,  £37. 

(*)  Chippenham,  1  Feck,  £73.  Rex 
v.  Serjeant,  5.  T.  R  466.  Rex  v.  D. 
of  Richmond,  6  T.  R.  560. 

(0  Harwich,  1  Peck,  389. 

(*)  Great  Grimsby,  1  Peck,  62-64. 
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never  previously  bees  resident,  nor  had  paid  scot  and  lot, 
(no  rate  haying  been  made  between  the  period  of  Mb  ad- 
mission and  his  voting),  though  he  returned  immediately 
after  the  Election  to  his  family  and  former  dwelling,  and 
though  he  had  gone  to  the  borough  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
being  admitted  to  his  freedom,  and  voting  at  the  Election, 
was  entitled  to  vote.  <-> 


Inhabitants, 

It  islaid  down  generally,  that  inhabitancy  alone,  without 
some  superadded  qualification,  never  confers  the  elective 
franchise ;  yet  in  the  case  of  Preston,  there  are  feur  deci- 
sions in  favour  of  the  right  in  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
borough.  The  first  was  after  the  Restoration  in  1661,  the 
second  1768,  upon  a  trial  of  the  merits  at  the  bar  of  the 
House,  the  third  and  fourth  in  1781  and  1785. 

But  the  Select  Committee  in  1781,  who  considered  them- 
selves bound  by  the  statute,  2  Geo.  2,  to  abide  by  the  de- 
termination in  1661,  as  a  last  determination,  resolved  that 
the  chairman  should  move  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  restrict  the 
right  as  too  indefinite,  no  such  bill  however  was' intro- 
duced. 

Lord  Coke,  in*  his  exposition  of  the  statute  of  bridges, 
•ays,  ex  vi  termini,  every  person  that  dwelleth  in  any  shire, 
riding,  city,  or  town  corporate,  though  he  hath  but  a  per* 
sonal  residence,  yet  is  he  said  in  law  to  be  an  inhabitant 
or  a  dweller  there,  as  servants,  &c.  though  he  holds,  that 
the~statute  upon  which  he  is  commenting,  from  its  nature 
and  subject  matter,  has  not  so  general  a  meaning.  C») 

In  the  borough  of  Tregony,  the  right  is  in  all  the  inha-  - 
bitants  who  provide   for  themselves,  whether,  they  live 
under  the  same  roof  or  not;' 


O  Great  Grimsby,  i  peck,  6*-T0. "  (»)  2  Inst.  703. 
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CHAP.  IV. 


Of  Votes  thrown  away  and  lost. 


It  sometimes  happens*  that  persons  not  qualified  by  law  Votes  thrown 

to  sit  in  Parliament,  are  elected  and  returned.    Where 

such  Elections  have  been  petitioned  against,  the  Committees 

have  in  most  instances,  not  declared  the  Election  altogether 

void,  but  have  seated  the  petitioning  candidate  who  stood 

next  upon  the  poll  to  the  person  improperly  returned,  if 

the  electors  had  timely  notice  of  his  incapacity.    Mr. 

Serjeant  Heywood  .  states,    "  that  votes  tendered  for  a 

"person  who  is  disqualified  to  sit   in   Parliament,  are 

"  thrown  away  and  lost," — and  "  if  before  the  Election 

"  comes  on,  or  a  majority  has  polled,  notice  is  publicly 

"  given  of  his  disability,  the  unsuccessful  candidate  next 

<«  to  him  on  the  poll  must  ultimately  be  the  sitting  mem* 

«  ber."  « 

•  In  a  note  to  the  Leominster  case,  <*>  the  reporters  have 
substituted  a  more  limited  rule,  and  "  contend  that  this 
"  principle  has  at  least  been  established,  that  where  the 
"  disqualification  is  created  by  statute,  and  the  fact  bring- 
*'  ing  the  party  within  the  operation  of  the  Act  is  contra- 
"^dieted  and  notorious,  a  candidate  labouring  under  such 
"  disqualification  is  no  longer  eligible,  and  is  for  the 
"  purposes  of  the  then  Election  to  be  considered  as  one  not 
"in  esse."  There  appears,  however,  no  reason  why  a 
statutable  disability  should  have  a  wider  operation  than 
any  other,  and  therefore,  although  in  the  cases  where  the 
petitioner  has  been  seated,  the  disability  was  created  by 
statute,  that  circumstance  is  merely  accidental,  and  not 
essential  to  the  decision.  Mr.  Simeon  says,  if  a  person 
"who  is  clearly  ineligible"  becomes  a  candidate,  and 
notice  is  given,  "  and  sufficient  proof"  shewn  or  tendered, 
to  the  voters  of  the  facts  which  render  him  so,  the  voices 
given  to  him  are  thrown  away,  and  the  candidate  with  the 
next  greatest  number  of  votes  duly  elected.  <c>  But  these 
phrases  are  too  vague  to  constitute  a  rule ;  ineligibility 


fy  1  Heyw.  53±£.     .  W  Simeon,  45. 

<*)  Cortu  Dan.  13. 
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Votes  town*  which  may  be  clear  to  one  man,  or  one  "Committee,  maybe 
doubtful  to  another ;  proof  which  is  sufficient  for  one,  is 
not  so  for  another.  The  first  mentioned  rule  proposed  by 
Mr.  Serjeant  Heywood,  is  the  only  one  which  is  precise 
and  universal,  and  it  is  in  conformity  with  the  decisions 
of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  upon  Elections  to  corporate 
offices ;  <")  but  there  is  no  express  resolution  of  any  Com- 
mittee  to  that  effect,  <*>  nor  is  it  warranted  by  all  the  cases. 

By  the  statute  6  Ann,  c.  7,  a  person  possessed  of  an 
office,  or  place  of  profit  under  the  Crown,  created  since 
October  1706,  is  disqualified  for  parliament.  General 
Skene,  the  candidate  who  was  afterwards  returned, 
admitted  at  the  Election,  that  he  held  the  offices  of  bag- 
gage  master  to  the  forces,  and  inspector  of  roads  in  N.  B. 
for  which  he  received  a  salary,  but  denied  that  those 
offices  were  within  the  statute.  The  Committee  being  of 
opinion,  that  the  novel  creation  of  one  of  the  offices  was 
notorious,  and  that  it  was  within  the  statute,  seated  the 
petitioner.  (e)  At  the  Flintshire  Election  notice  was 
given  to  the  returning  officer  and  electors,  that  Sir  Thomas 
Mostyn,  one  of  the  candidates,  was  a  minor ;  he  was  never- 
theless returned,  but  the  Committee  voted  his  return  vexa- 
tious, and  seated  the  other  candidate  with  a  minority  of 
votes.  <*> 

So  where  an  Election  has  been  avoided,  and  the  candi- 
date who  was  returned  declared  by  the  Committee  guilty 
of  bribery,  or  treating,  notice  of  the  fact  given  to  the 
-electors  at  the  next  Election,  will,  if  the  same  candidate  is 
again  returned,  not  merely  avoid  the  Election,  but  have 
the  effect  of  seating  the  petitioner .'<e> 

So  where  the  petitioning  candidate  at  the  previous 
Election  had  been  declared  guilty  of  bribery,  and  notice 
to  that  effect  was  given  to  the  electors  at  the  next  Elec- 
tion, his  return  upon  the  second  Election  was  avoided, 
and  the  candidate  in  the  minority  seated.  </> 

But  in  the  case  of  Abingdon,  where  notice  was  given 
that  one  of  the  candidates  Was  sheriff  of  the  county,  not- 
withstanding which  the  returning  officer  voted  for  him  as 
well  as  the  majority  of  the  electors,  it  was  holden.  a  void 


<*)  See  Cowper,  537.  10  East.  817.        00 1  Peck,  586. 
14  East.  559.  C)  Southwark,  Clifford,  345.  Can- 

(*)  1  Peck,  496, 500.  terbury,  Ibid.  357. 

O  Fife,:s  Lud.  455.  <F>  Kirkcudbright,  1  Lad.  7*. 
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Election.  <m)    As  in  this  last  case  the   returning   officer  v<*es  thrown 
voted  for  the  ineligible   candidate,  it  might  have  bee*™*7 ******* 
considered,  that  the  electors  ought  not  to  lose  their  fran- 
chise, in  deferring  to  his  judgment  upon  the  qualification 
of  a  candidate ;  hat  in  the  Southwark  case,  <*)  (where  the 
petitioner  was  seated,  upon  proof  that  the  voters  had 
notice  of  treating  by  the  sitting  member  at  the  former 
Election),  the  returning  officer  said  he  would  receive  the 
votes  tendered  for  either  candidate ;  that  he  had  consulted 
counsel  on  the  question  of  the  candidate  whom  he  after* 
wards  returned,  and  they  were  of  opinion  he  was  eligible. 
In  the  following  case  there  were  two  points  for  the 
consideration  of  the    Committee,    and  from    the    term* 
of  their  decision,  it  does  not  appear  upon  which  of  those 
points  it  turned.    Sir  W.  C.  Fairlie  being  candidate  at 
the  Election,  was  duly  required  to  take   the  qualifica- 
tion oath  prescribed  by  9  Ann,  c.  5,  s.  5,  which  he 
refused  to  do,  and  notice  was  thereupon  given  to  the 
electors  that  he  was  ineligible.    The   Election  however 
was  proceeded  in,   and  during  the  poll,    Sir  W.  C.  F: 
being  again  required  to  take  the  oath,  complied  with 
the  requisition,   having   in  the  mean  time  entered  into 
the  following  agreement  for  the  purpose  of  establishing 
a  qualification.    He    agreed  with    a  man   and  his  wife 
for  the  purchase  of  an   estate    ef  the  requisite    value, 
which  had  been  settled  by  the  husband  at  the  time  of 
his  marriage  on  his  wife  for  life,  with  remainder  to  the 
children  of  the  marriage,  and  in  default  thereof  to  himself 
in  fee.    They  had  no  children,  and  she  was  fifty*six.    This 
agreement  was  reduced  into  writing,  and  the  title  deeds 
deposited  in  the  hands  of  a  third  person ;  at  the  same 
time  Sir  W.  C.  F.  gave  the  husband  a  cheque  on  his 
banker  in  London,  on  an  unstamped  paper,  for  8,000Z.,  and 
the  joint  bond  of  himself  and  agent  for  3,0002.  more.    No 
money  passed  till  some  months  after,  when  the  husband 
received  the  8,0002.  at  the  banker's.    Sir  W.  C.  Fairlie 
had  possession  of  the  deeds,  but  no  conveyance  was  ever 
made,  nor  did    any   change  of  possession    take  place; 
and  on  the  day  after  the  husband  received  the  money,  he 
repaid  it  to  Sir  W.  C.  F.  at  his  request  by  a  cheque,  and 
Sir  W.  C.  F.  at  the  husband's  request,  delivered  the  title 


C*)l  Doug.' 419. 


(*)  Clifford,  S24.  SeeJL  Feck,  303. 
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votes  thrown  deeds  to  the  husband's  attorney.    No  money  passed  after- 
wards,  nor  was  any  conveyance  made ;  though  the  hus- 
band declared  he  would  have  conveyed  upon  receipt  of  the 
purchase  money.    The   first  question    was,  whether  Sir, 
W.  C.  Fairlie  having  once  refused  to  take  the  oath,  being 
duly  required,  was  disqualified  for  that  Election,  or  whe- 
ther the  effect  of  such  refusal  was  destroyed  by  the  sub- 
sequent compliance?  The  second  question  was,  whether 
supposing  him  to  have  duly  complied  with  the  statute,  by 
taking  the  oath  upon  the  second  application,  the  agree- 
ment for  the  purchase  made  during  the  poll  was  a  sufficient 
qualification  ?  The  Committee  decided,  that  "  Sir  W.  C. 
"  Fairlie  not  being  qualified  is  not  duly  elected ;  that  J.  H." 
-    (the  other  candidate  with  a  minority)  "  was  duly  elected, 
and  ought  to  have  been  returned."    That  the  opposition, 
&c.  was  not  vexatious.    It  seems  to  be  clear,  that  the  agree- 
ment for  the  purchase  during  the  poll,  was  insufficient,  for 
more  causes   than  one,  to  create  a  qualification.    This 
want  of  qualification,  therefore,  was   alone    enough   to 
avoid  the  election  of  Sir  W.  C.  F. ;  but  it  was  surely  not 
sufficient  to  seat  the  petitioner,  since  the  electors  had  no 
notice  in  respect  to  that  qualification ;  of  the  validity-  of 
which,  had  notice  been  given,  they  were  unable  to  judge. 
Unless  the  Committee  proceeded  upon  the  ground  that  the 
votes  were  thrown  away  by  the  notorious  refusal  of  Sir 
W*  C.  F.  to  take  the  oath,  their  seating  the  petitioner 
was  contrary  to  the  former  decisions ;  it  must  therefore  be  in- 
ferred, that  the  Committee  considered  the  refusal  to  comply 
with  the  statute  in  the  first  instance,  as  creating  a  disability 
of  which  due  notice  was  given  to  the  electors.    It  is  impos- 
sible, however,  to  ascertain  how  far  the  two  questions  were 
separated  in  the  consideration  of  the  Committee.  <*> 


CHAP.  V. 

Of  Violations  of  the  Freedom  of  Elections. 

Bribery.  1st.  BY  BRIBERY  AND  TREATING. 

2nd.  By  military  interference. 

3rd.  By  Riots. 

4th.  By  the  interference  of  peers,  &c. 


C)  Leominster,  Corb.  Dan.  1. 
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Bribery. 

Bribery  at  an  Election  is  the  creation,  or  the  attempt  to  Bribery, 
create,  an  undue  influence  over  the  disposition  of  suffrages 
by  a  lucrative  consideration ;  or  a  voluntary  subjection  to 
each  influence. 

"  Wherever  a  person  is  bound  by  law  to  act  without  any 
"  view  to  his  own  private  emolument,  and  another  by  a 
"  corrupt  contract  engages  such  person  on  condition  of  the 
"  payment  or  promise  of  money,  or  other  lucrative  consi- 
"  deration,  to  act  in  a  manner  which  be  shall  prescribe, 
"  both  parties  are  by  such  contract  guilty  of  bribery."  <•> 

A  wager  laid  by  two  voters  in  opposite  interests  upon 
the  event  of  an  Election,  is  bribery,  for  they  are  biassed  in 
the  disposition  of  their  votes  by  the  hope  of  pecuniary 
compensation.  <*>  Though  it  was  always  an  offence  at 
common  law,  <c>  it  is  thought  that  no  prosecution  for  this 
species  of  bribery  took  place  till  after  the  Bribery  Act,  (d> 
for  which  the  jealousy  of  the  Commons  in  regard  to  their 
privileges  sufficiently  accounts.  As  soon,  however,  as  the 
Commons  began  to  rise  into  importance,  and  a  seat  was 
considered  of  sufficient  political  value  to  be  purchased, 
they  were  not  slow  to  discover  and  attempt  themselves  to 
repress  the  pernicious  consequences  of  such  corruption. 

The  first  instance  of  bribery  on  the  journals,  is  the  case 
of  Thomas  Longe,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  who 
was  fined  201.  <*>  and  removed. 

"  The  nature  of  the  causes  where  questions  of  bribery 
"  arise,  and  are  litigated  by  counsel,  is  such,  that  it  is  for 
"  the  most  part  impossible  to  deduce  from  the  determina- 
tion of  the  Committee,  what  their  opinion  was  upon  those 
particular  questions."  </> 

Thus  where  an  Election  was  holden  good,  though  money 
was  given  two  years  before  under  such  circumstances  of 
caution  and  concealment,  as  could  leave  no  doubt  of  the 
intention  to  corrupt,  yet  it  is  impossible  to  infer  that  the 
Committee  considered  the  length  of  time  which  intervened 
as  destructive  of  the  corrupting  influence,  or  rebutting 
the  corrupt  intention,  since  it  also  appeared  doubtful  how 


<•>  2  Deng.  400.  G.  2,  c.  11,  s.  33, 34,  aa  to  bribery  ia 

(*)  Allen  v.  Hearne,  1  T.  R.  56.  Scotland. 

(•)  3  Burr.  1338.  O  May  1571.    1  Jour.  88, 

(')  2  G.  2,  c.  24.    Ibid,     Vid.  16  CO  2  Doug.  400. 
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Bribery.         far  the  sitting  members  were  connected  with  the  trans- 
action. (a) 

•  So  in  several  cases,  evidence  of  a  compensation  for 
travelling  expenses  and  loss  of  time  has  been  adduced  td 
support  a  charge  of  bribery ;  but  from  the  nature  of  the 
proceedings  in  those  cases,  the  distinct  question  was  not 
specifically  raised  and  decided,  being  either  mixed  up 
with  other  circumstances  sufficient  in  themselves  to  have 
avoided  the  Election,  or  the  money  being  given  for  the  loss 
of  a  longer  period  of  time  than  was  necessary  for  the 
voters  to  remain,  in  order  to  give  their  suffrages,^— as  in  the 
Berwick  case.  <*> 

But  the  payment  of  fees  upon  the  admission  of  freemen 
out  of  a  sum  raised  by  subscription,  to  which  the  candi- 
date had  not  contributed,  and  where  no  previous  promise 
was  exacted  from  the  voter,  has  been  holden  not  to  be 
bribery.*') 

And  the  same  as  to  the  distribution  of  money  after  an 
Election.  <<*>  But  this  must  be  unconnected  with  any  pre- 
vious promise,  and  after  the  Election  is  concluded. 

Treating. 

Treating.  Though  treating,  in  most  of  the  instances  where  it  takes 

place,  would  fall  within  the  description  of  bribery,  yet 
>as  it  does  not  necessarily  amount  to  that  offence,  it  was 
specifically  provided  against,  first  by  order  of  the  House 
declaring  it  to  be  bribery,  if  extended  beyond  a  limited 
expense — and  afterwards  by  statute.  O  The  order  is  as 
follows :  CD 

"  If  any  person,  &c.  after  the  teste  or  issuing  out  of  the 
"  writ  or  writs  of  Election,  shall  by  himself,  or  any  other 
"  in  his  behalf,  or  at  his  charge,  at  any  time  before  the  day 
"  of  his  Election,  give  any  person  or  persons,  having  a 
"  vote  in  any  such  Election,  any  meat  or  drink  exceeding 
"  in  the  true  value  of  102.  in  the  whole,  in  any  place  or 
"  places,  but  in  his  own  dwelling-house,  or  habitation, 
"  being  the  usual  place  of  his  abode  for  six  months  last 


(•)  Uchester,  1  Lud.  461. 

(V)  Worcester,  3  Doug.  239.    Ips. 

;  wkh,  1  Lud.  21.   Berwick,  1  Peck, 

401.    Boston,  Hid.  434.    Barnstaple* 

Ibid.   91.     Durham,    2  Peck    178. 

Herefordshire,  1  Peck,  186. 


O  Bristol,  1  Doug.  243, 268. 
(<0  Sudbury,  2  Doug.  137.  Ciren- 
cester, 1  Peck,  467. 
C)  7  W.  3,  c.  4. 
(/)  2  Doug.  404. 
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"  ftast,  or  shall,  before  such  Election  be  made  and  de-  Treating. 

"  clared,  make  any  other  present,  gift,  or  reward,  or  pro- 

"  mue,  obligation,  or  engagement  to  do  the  same,  .either 

"  to  any  such  person  or  persons  in  particular,  or  to  any 

**  such  coanty,  city,  town,  port,  or  borough  in  general ;  or 

"  to,  or  for  the  use  or  benefit  of  them,  or  any  of  them ; 

"  every  such  entertainment,  present,  gift,  reward,  promise, 

"  obligation  or  engagement,  is  by  this  House  declared  to 

"  be  bribery :  and  such  entertainment,  present,  giftj  re- 

"  ward,  promise,  obligation  or  engagement,   being  duly 

"•proved,  is  and  shall  be  sufficient  ground,  cause  and 

"  matter,  to  make  every  such  Election  void,  as  to  the 

"person  so' offending,  and  to  render  the  person  so  elected 

"  incapable  to  sit  in  Parliament  by  such  Election;  and 

"  hereof  the  Committee  of  Elections  and  Privileges  is  ap- 

"  pointed  to  take  special  notice  and  care ;  and  to  act  and 

"  determine  matters  coming  before  them  accordingly." 

Lavish  entertainment  after  the  issuing  of  the  writ,  is  not 
only  within  the  treating  act,  but  is  also  such  evidence  of  . 
corruption  as  makes  it  an  act  of  bribery ;  yet  there  may  be 
a  species  of  treating  falling  within  the  words  of  the  sta- 
tute, and  therefore  illegal,  which  does  not  amount  to 
bribery,  either  at  common  law  or  under  the  2nd  6.  2,  c.  24. 
As  moderate  entertainment,  not  charged  to  have  been  given 
with  a  view  of  influencing  voters,  but  merely  for  the  neces- 
sary refreshment  of  such  as  come  to  the  poll,  (°) 

It  is  probable  a  Committee  would  decide,  if  the  ques- 
tion were  brought  distinctly  be/ore  them,  that  a  bond  .fide 
reasonable  compensation  to  an  out-voter  for  travelling 
expenses  and  loss  of  time,  is  illegal  under  the  treating 
act.  W  ,.'•.,- 

But  where  the  candidate  on  the  first  day  of  Election, 
having  no  apprehension  of  a  contest,  and  expecting  to  be 
immediately  chosen  without  a  poll,  had  ordered  an  enter- 
tainment to  be  given  to  his  friends  when  the  Election 
should  be  over,  but  finding  another  candidate  unexpect- 
edly appear,  countermanded  it,  and  gave  orders  by  his 
agents,  that  no  meat  or  drink  should  be  given  away  till 


(*)  Middlesex,  8  Peck,  31.  these  cited,  and  Ribbans  and  Cricket. 

(*)  See  the  Argument  in  the  Dor-    1  Bos.  and  PuU.  864. 
ham  case.  £  Peck,  177,    the  cases 

FS 


*4  fltECDOtt  Of  ELECTIOHf. 

Treating.  after  the  Election;  although  his  voters  received  sealed 
tickets,  by  which  they  procured  entertainment  at  certain 
public  houses,  the  expenses  of  which  were  paid  by  the 
candidate,  he  was  declared  duly  elected.  His  counsel 
laid  great  stress  upon  the  particular  circumstances  of  this 
case,  the  local  •situation  of  the  county  town,  the  sudden- 
ness of  the  opposition,  and  the  conduct  of  the  opposite 
candidate.  <a) 

Besides  the  practice  of  purchasing  individual  votes, 
there  sprung  up  a  system  of  corruption  far  more  extensive, 
in  which  the  commanding  influence  in  a  borough  was  trans- 
ferred, either  for  a  sum  of  money  paid  down  at  once,*  or 
with  a  more  accurate  calculation  of  traffic,  for  an  annual 
payment  during  the  continuance  of  Parliament ;  the  sitting 
member  thus  purchasing  the  return  of  aim  who  had  pre- 
viously purchased  the  power  of  returning.  To  repress  this 
practice,  the  49  6.  $,  c.  118,  was  passed,  by  which  it  is 
made  highly  penal  to  enter  into  any  pecuniary  engage* 
.     ment  for  procuring  the  return  of  a  member  of  Parliament. 


Of  the  Effects  of  Bribery. 


Effects  of         Thb  Bribery  Act  makes  no  mention  of  any  parliamen- 

bribeiy*         tary  disqualification,  affecting  a  member's  seat ;  the  effect 

therefore  of  an  act  of  bribery  not  within  the  words  of  the 

statute,  7  W.  8,  o.  4,  is  in  that  respect  determined  by  the 

law  of  Parliament  as  follows. 

Bribery  by  a  candidate,  though  in  one  instance  only, 
and  though  a  majority  of  unbribed  votes  remain  in  his 
favour,  will  avoid  the  particular  Election/*)  and  dis- 
qualify him  from  being  re-elected  to  fill  such  vacancy.  <r) 

This  disqualification  extends  not  only  to  candidates  at  the 
prior  Election.  It  seems  that  any  person  having  committed 
an  act  of  bribery  at   an  Election   which  is  afterwards 


<T)  Radnorshire,' 1  Peck,  404.  petitioner  must  disqualify  bylbribery 

(')  St  Ives,  2  Doug.  389, 414.  a  sufficient  number  of  the  sitting 

It  was   once    held  in'  the  Chip,  member's  votes  to  leave  himself  a 

penham  case,  that  tbe  Election  was  majority  before  be  can  be  entitled 

not   thereby  avoided,  but  that  the  to  tbe  seat.   2  Doug,  notes  St  Ives, 

candidate  *>»  a  minority  .of  votes  (c)  Camelfbrd.  Corb.Dan.  940,  and 

should  be   declared  duly  elected,  the  cases  there  cited, 

but  it  is  now  understood,  that  tbe  .       - . 
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avoided,  though  for  another  cause,  is  disqualified  for  the  ££*§  <* 

.  •  *■   m  Mt  bribery* 

next  immediate  vacancy.  <  > 

And  as  proof  of  bribery  at  a  prior  Election,  disqualifies 
a  person  from  sitting  if  chosen  at  the  next,  so  if  the  bribery 
has  been  declared  by  the  judgment  of  a  committee  or  court 
of  competent  jurisdiction,  and  made  known  to  the  electors 
during  the  Election,  the  Election  will  not  be  avoided, 
but  the  petitioning  candidate  though  with  the  minority  of 
votes  will  be  seated  ;  the  votes  given  to  a  candidate  alter 
sufficient  notice  of  such  disqualification  being  considered 
as  thrown  away.  <*> 

Nor  is  it  necessary  that  the  judgment  specifically  de- 
clare the  candidate  guilty  of  bribery ;  a  decision  that  the 
Election  is  void  upon  a  petition  containing  no  other  allega- 
tions than  bribery  and  corrupt  practice,  will  be  considered 
tantamount  to  such  a  declaration/')  Though  Mr.  Luder, 
in  a  note  upon  the  Ipswich  case,(<*>  thinks  differently. 

The  incapacity  from  bribery  affects  the  petitioning  can- 
didate equally  with  the  sitting  member,  as  where  the  pe- 
titioner established  a  majority  of  votes,  and  was  proved 
guilty  of  bribery,  the  Election  was  avoided,  and  he  was 
disqualified  for  the  vacancy  so  occasioned  .<*) 


Effects  of  Treating. 

Treating  not  only  avoids  the  candidates  return  at  the  Effects  of 
particular  Election,  but,  according  to  the  received  construe-  treatM* 
tion  of  the  statute,  disqualifies  him  at  a  subsequent  Election 
to  supply  the  vacancy  so  occasioned//) 

Committees  have,  however,  formerly  decided  in  the  op- 
posite extremes  upon  the  effect  of  the  Treating  Act.  In  the 
Thetford  case,<*>  it  was  held  a  disqualification  for  the  par- 
ticular borough  during  the  continuance  of  the  same  Parlia- 
ment In  the  Norwich  case/*)  it  was  held  not  even  to 
affect  the  candidate  on  the  immediate  vacancy. 


(•)  Camelford,  IUd.  <•)  Kirkcudbright,  1  Lud.  72. 

(*)  Kirkcudbright,  1  Lud.  72.  Pen-        (/)  First  «pd   second    Southward, 

ryn,  Corb.  Dan.  59, 60.    ,  Clifford. 

(•)  Honiton,  3  Lud.  1(58.    Cmftr-       (*)  18  Jo*r.  14& 
Jury,  Clifford,  361.  (*)  3  Lud.  455 

O  1  Lud.  70. 
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2dly.  Military  Interference. 

Military  The  House  of  Commons  passed  a  resolution  in  1645,<a> 

"  against  any  interruption  to  the  freedom  of  election,  by 
"  any  commander,  governor,  officer,  or  soldier,  that  hath 
"  not  the  right  of  electing,"  and  the  8  G.  2,  c.  SO,  which 
recognizes  by  its  preamble,  that  by  the  antient  common 
law  of  the  land,  all  Elections  ought  to  be  free/*)  enacts, 
"  That  when,  and  as  often  as  any  election  of  any  peer  or 
"  peers,  to  represent  the  peers  of  Scotland  in,  parliament, 
"  or  of  any  member  or  members  to  serve  in  parliament, 
"  shall  be  appointed  to  be  made,  the  secretary  at  war  for 
"  the  time  being,  or  in  case  there  shall  be  no  secretary  at 
"  war,"  the  person  officiating  in  his  place,  "  shall  at  some 
"  convenient  time  before  the  day  appointed  for  such  Elec- 
"  tion,  issue  and  send  forth  proper  orders  in  writing  for  the 
"  removal  of  every  such  regiment,  troop,  or  company,  or 
"  other  number  of  soldiers  as  shall  be  quartered  or  billetted 
"  in  any  such  city,&c.  or  place  where  such  election  shall  be 
"  appointed  to  be  made,  out  of  every  such  city,  &c.  or  place, 
"  one  day  at  the  least  before  the  day  appointed  for  such 
"  Election,  to  the  distance  of  two  or  more  miles  from  such 
"  city,  &c.  and  not  to  make  any  nearer  approach  to  such 
"  city,  &c."  until  one  day  after  the  ending  of  the  poll, 
and  close  of  the  poll  books.  And  this  is  to  be  done  by  the 
secretary  under  penalty  of  forfeiting  his  office,  with  inca- 
pacity of  holding  any  other,  upon  conviction/0)  But  in 
the  case  of  a  particular  vacancy  during  tlje  existence  of  par- 
liament, he  is  not  subject  to  the  penalty,  unless  he  has  re- 
ceived .notice  of  the  vacancy  by  the  officer  making  out  the 
new  writ.(<0 

•There  is^however,  an  exception  in  the  Act,  as  to  West- 
minster and  Southwark,  in  respect  of  the  king's  guards,  as 
well  as  all  other  places  where  any  of  the  royal  family  are 
resident  at  the  time,  in  respect  of  their,  guards,  and  a»  to 
all  fortified  places  for  the  soldiers  composing  the  gar- 

Soidiers  may  "*OIl«(^    **or  does  it  extend  to  prevent  individual  soldiers 

v©te.  or  officers  giving  their  votes// > 

(•)4Journ.3*6.  (-0  S.  5.     : 

(*;  Vide  3  Ed.  1.  c,  5.  C)  S.  3. 

%  C)S,1.  (/)S.4. 
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Zdly.  By  Riots. 


If  riots  are  carried  to  a  great  extent,  accompanied  with  Riots, 
personal  intimidation,  and  exclude  the  possibility  of  a  fair 
exercise  of  the  franchise,  they  will  avoid  the  Election/0) 

Athly.  By  Peers,  %v. 

The  freedom  of  Election  may  be  disturbed  not  only  by  interference 
force,  but  by  undue  or  corrupt  influence ;  this  also  is  pro*  of  pcen* 
Tided  against  by  a  resolution  passed  at  the  beginning  of 
every  session,  and  by  a  standing  order  to  the  effect, 
"  that  it  is  a  high  infringement  of  the  liberties  of  the 
"  Commons  for  any  Peer  except  Irish  Peers,  when  candi- 
"  dates  for  places  in  6.  B.  to  concern  themselves  in  tbeElec- 
"  tion  of  members  of  the  House  of  Commons."  And  a  decla- 
ration to  the  same  effect  was  made  by  the  House  in  1779,  in 
respect  of  the  ministers  and  servants  of  the  crown/*) 

In  the  Worcester  case<*)  the  Select  Committee  held  them- 
selves bound  by  the  words  of  their  oaths  to  try  "  the  matter 
"  of  the  petition,"  to  receive  proof  of  a  peer  interfering 
by  canvass  and  solicitation,  which  was  alleged  in  the  pe- 
tition, but  no  special  report  was  made  to  the  House. 

Interference  in  Elections  is  prohibited  by  various'statutes,  of  some 
to  persons  concerned  in  the  collection  of  the  revenues,  or  officers, 
in  the  post  office. 

No  officer  of  the  excise,^)  or  customs/0)  or  person  em- 
ployed hi  collecting^  &c.  the  duties  upon  hides,  and  other 
articles  mentioned  in  the  stat.  9  Ann,  c.  11//)  for  upon 
sope,  and  the  other  articles  mentioned  in  10  Ann,  c.  .19/') 
nor  any  post-master  general,  or  person  employed  in  col- 
lecting, &c.  the  revenue  of  the  post  office/*)  shall  "  in  any 
"  manner  endeavour  to  persuade  any  elector  to  give,  or 
"  dissuade  any  elector  from  giving  his  vote  for  the  choice 
"  of  any  person,"  &c.  to  serve  in  parliament. 


(•)  Orme,  18.    1  Peck.  77-  1  Dour.        O  12  13  W.  3,  c  10.  s.  91. 

(/)  S.  49. 

(»)  37  Jour.  507.  <*)  S.  18£. 

CO  3  Doug.' £55.  (*)  9  Ann.  o>  10,  s.  44. 

(*)  5  W.  M,  c  90,  s.  48. 


noons. 
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CHAP.  VI. 

Of  Persons  not  competent  to  be  Members  of  the  House  of 

Commons. 

who  are  iueii-  The  following  persons  are  ineligible  to  the  House  of  Com- 
HouseotCom-  mons  : — Aliens •£*>  denizens  or  naturalized  aliens.  W  Per- 
sons attainted  of  treason  or  felony.  <c)  Outlaws  in  crimi- 
nal but  not  civil  proceedings.  (d>  Idiots  <*>  and  lunatics, 
unless  in  lucid  intervals,  CO  and  the  seat  of  a  member  be- 
coming lunatic  maybe  avoided.  <*>  Minors.  <*>  Clergymen/*) 
Papists,  as  they  cannot  take  the  necessary  oaths.  <*>  Peers. 
Scotch  peers.  •  Irish  peers  for  places  in  Ireland.  (m>  The 
eldest  sons  of  Scotch  peers  for  places  in  Scotland.  <w>  The 
twelve  judges  of  England.  (•)  Scotch  judges  and  barons 
of.  the  Scotch  Exchequer.  (p> 

Returning  officers  for  their  respective  jurisdictions.  Each 
sheriff  for  his  own  county  or  any  borough,  &c.  within  it,  <*> 
each  mayor  or  bailiff  for  the  particular  borough  or  place  for 
which  he  makes  the  return.  <r)  But  the  sheriff  of  a  county 
at  large  may  be  elected  for  a  town  being  a  county  of  itself, 
though  within  the  local  limits  of  the  county  at  large,  as  the 
sheriff  of  Hampshire  for  Southampton.  (*> 

Where  the  influence  of  Government  is  supposed  to  have 
a  direct  control,  a  disqualification  has  been  created  by  va- 
rious statutes.  Thus  persons  concerned  in  the  management 
of  the  revenues  with  some  exceptions  are  ineligible.  <0 

Persons  holding  new  offices  under  the  crown,  created 
since  1705,  <")  together  with  the  other  persons  mentioned  in 
the  same  Act,  are  ineligible.  So  pensioners  during  pleasure 
or  for  term  of  years.  <w)    But  a  pension  received  by  the  wife 


'    f)4  Inst  47.  C")  39  40  G.  3,  c.  67,  Art.  4. 

<*)  12  13  W.  3,  c.  2, 8.  3.  <")  13  Jour.  27.— 14  Jour.  27. 

04  Inst.  47.— Whitel,  c.  99.  (•)  4  Inst.  47- 

002  Hats.  37.— Glan.  125.— Fide  cO  7  G.  2,  c.  16,  s.  4. 

Orm,  255.  (*)  9  Jour.  725.    Abingdon  1  Doug. 

(•)  Hale  Pari.  116,  419.— See  the  form  of  the  writ,,  and 

if)  Ibid.  Orme,  259. 

(*)  Grampound  D'Ewes,  126.  O  IHd. 

(*)  1  Bl.  Com.  162.   7  8  W.  3,  c.  25.  (•)  Southampton,  4  Doug.  87. 

Flint  1  Pttck,  526.  (';  5  W.  M.  c.  7,  ».  57-  11 12  W.  3, 

(0  41  G.  3,  a  63.    Vide  1.B1.  Com.  c.  2,  s.;i50, 1,  2.  41  G.  3,  c.  52,   for 

175.    4  Inst.  47.    2Lud.  269.  Ireland. 

C*)  30  C.J2,  st.  2,  c.  1.  (";  6  Ann,  c.  7,  s.  25. 

C)  Hid.  XG.a,  st.  2,  c.  56. 
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does  not  disqualify  the  husband.  <•>    Government  contrac  wI|p*r«1jn*u- 

^  '  Bible  to  th* 

tors,<*>  and  placemen  in  the  public  offices  specified  in  the  House  of  Com 
Iff  G.  2,  c.  22,  s.  9.  are  disqualified. 

All  the  above-mentioned  persons  are  incapable  of  being 
elected,  sitting  or  voting,  but  there  are  offices  connected 
with  the  excise  and  customs  which  only  disqualify  the 
holders  from  sitting  or  voting,  but  not  from  being  elected.  <c> 
These  therefore  if  elected  may  make  their  Election  good, 
and  enable  themselves  to  sit  and  vote  by  resigning  the  office 
after  the  Election  and  before  they  take  their  seats.  M>  With 
respect  to  the  resignation  of  a  disqualifying  office,  it  has 
been  decided  that  an  office  rendering  he  holder  ineligible, 
if  resigned  previous  to  the  Election,  though  the  resignation 
be  not  formally  accepted,  does  not  operate  as  a  disqualifi- 
cation. CO 

Persons  returned  upon  a  double  return  are  not  compe- 
tent to  sit  until  the  return  is  decided  by  a  Committee.  <f> 
But  petitioners  are  eligible  for  any  other  place  during  the 
trial  of  their  petition.  (O 

Absence  from  England  is  no  ground  of  ineligibility,  <*> 
though  it  was  once  resolved  to  be  so.  (*>  And  it  is  said  to 
be  doubtful  whether  being  in  gaol  in  execution  on  a  judg- 
ment renders  a  man  ineligible j  <*>  but  a  poll  was  denied 
to  a  candidate,  he  being  in  prison  in- execution  for  debt,* 
and  the  sitting  members  were  declared  duly  elected. 
Questions  have  arisen  upon  the  meaning  of  the  words  any 
new  office  in  the  statute  of  Ann.  Where  the  jurisdiction 
of  an  ancient  court  has  been  enlarged,  and  a  new  arrange- 
ment made  with  respect  to  its  officers,  the  ancient  officers, 
though  with  new  designations,  are  not  within  the  disquali- 
fying words  of  the  statute,  CD  as  clerk  of  the  pipe  in 
Scotland. 

But  baggage  master  of  the  forces  in  Scotland  was  holden 
a  new  office  and  within  the  statute.  <*> 

In  conformity  with  the  principle  of  free  choice  which 


(•)  Reading,  Corb.  Dan.  114.  O  Resolution.  April  16, 1787. 

(»)  22  G.    3,  c.  45,  s.  1.         '  (*)  Bristol,  Simeon,  01. 

t  Oil  12  W.3,  c.  2,  8. 150, 1,  2.  (•)  2  Hatsel,  22. 

<*)  Allen's  case,  16  Jour.  9a  Orrae  (*)2  Ba.  Abrd.  pa.   1  Hatsel,  15*. 

265.— Ougley's  Case,  21  Jour.  138.  Com.  dig.  Pari.  D.  (9)  8  Hatsel  37. 

O  LanerkVZ  Doug.  307*  tf>  N.  Berwick,  2  Doug.  423. 

.  (T)  Standing  order.  O  Fife,  1  Lud.  455. 
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who  are  ineii-  every  statute  relating  to  the  representation  endeavours  to 
House  of  Com-  enforce,  the  acceptance  ofmny  office  *f  profit  from  the  crtum 
by  a  member,  vacates  his  seat,  <°)  that  the  people  may  have 
an  opportunity  of  reviewing  their  choice,  in  the  re-election 
or  rejection  of  a  representative,  who  has  rendered  himself 
liable  to  an  influence  from  which  he  was  before  exempt. 
The  amount  of  the  profit  is  immaterial ;  and  there  are  two 
places  of  no  profit  which  for  the  convenience  of  members 
desirous  of  retiring  from  parliament,  are  considered  within 
this  statute,  and  enable  them  to  vacate  their  seats,  viz.  the 
steward  of  the  Chiltern  Hundreds,  and  the  steward  of  East 
Hendres  in  Berks, 

From  the  operations  of  this  last  statute,  officers  of  the  ar- 
my or  navy  receiving  new  commissions  are  excepted,  which 
exception  extends  not  only  to  promotions  in  point  of  rank* 
but  to  alt  military  commissions  not  within  the  disabling 
words  of  any  other  statute;  thus  the  master  general  of  the 
ordnance,  constable  of  the  tower,  <*>  governors  of  forts  in 
Great  Britain,  (c)  of  Jersey  or  Guernsey,  (d>  do  not  by 
their  appointments  vacate  their  seats. 

But  persons  not  actually  in  the  service  at  the  time  they 
receive  a  commission  are  not  protected  by  the  exception.  (r> 
To  bring  a  member  within  this  statute,  the  office  must  be 
-actually  accepted ;  a  reversionary  grantee  becoming  enti- 
tled to  such  an  office  may  retain  his  seat  till  he  actually 
accepts  it.  CO 

The  acceptance  of  a  foreign  employment,  as  that  of  am- 
bassador, does  not  vacate  the  seat.<*>  But  a  patent  place 
for  life  out  of  Great  Britain  has  been  holden  to  do  so.  CA> 

A  member  becoming  a  bankrupt  is  incapable  of  sitting 
and  voting  for  a  year,  unless  within  that  time  the  commis- 
sion be  superseded  or  the  creditors  paid  the  full  amount  of 
their  debts,  and  the  entering  into  a  bond  with  two  sureties 
for  the  payment  of  disputed  debts,  if  recovered,  is  to  be 
considered  as  a  payment  for  the  nurposes  of  this  statute. 
But  if  within  a  year  the  commission  is  not  superseded,*  nor 
the  debts  paid,  upon  a  certificate  thereof  by  the  commis- 

<•)  6  Ann ,  c.T,  8. 26.  (*)  2  Hats.  47. 

(*)  2  Hats.  p.  60.  n>  Ortne,972.  (*)2  Hats.  pre.  54,  Oraw  271. 

C)  Wade's  Case,  resolution  9  June  (/)  Orrae  270. 

»  173S.    See  Carpenter's  Case,  Orme  (')  2  Hats.  pr.  22^5—n.  , 

271.  (*)  23  Nov.  1696.— Orm«  261. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS.  01 

sfoners  to  the  Speaker  as  prescribed  in  the  statute,  the  seat  who  are  eii- 
of  such  member  is  vacated.  C«)  fj8i?«? ' 

Whether  a  resolution  of  the  House  can  render  an  indi-  Conunons  ' 
vidual  ineligible,  who  is  not  already  so  by  the  law,  is 
questionable.  It  was  attempted  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Wilkes, 
who  was  expelled  the  House  for  publishing  a  libel,  and  re- 
elected, and  again  declared  incapable  of  sitting  for  that 
parliament ;  again  elected,  and  his  election  declared  void, 
and  the  opposing  candidate  seated ;  but  these  proceedings 
were  expunged  from  the  journals  as  subversive  of  the  right 
of  the  whole  body  of  electors  of  this  kingdom.  <*) 

Of  the  Qualification  of  Members  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

Besides  being  free  from  the  above  disabilities,  members  Qualification 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  with  certain  exceptions,  re- 
quire a  qualification  by  estate.  The  qualification  of  a 
knight  of  the  shire  is  "  an  estate,  freehold  or  copyhold, 
"  for  his  own  life,  or  for  some  greater  estate,  either  in  law, 
"  or  equity,"  of  the  clear  annual  value  of  6002.  in  Great 
Britain  or  Ireland;  C)  of  a  burgess  or  baron  of  the  Cinque 
Ports,  of  the  clear  annual  value  of  300/.  Such  estate  not 
being  a  mortgage,  unless  the  mortgagee  has  been  in  pos- 
session seven  years.  <c> 

But  the  following  persons  are  made  exceptions,  and 
require  no  qualification  by  estate. — The  eldest  son  of  a  peer 
or  lord  of  parliament,  <d>  or  of  a  Scotch  peer,  <•>  or  of  a 
peeress  or  bishop,  CO  or  of  any  person  qualified  for  a  knight 
of  the  shire,  <*>  as  well  as  the  members  for  the  English  uni- 
versities/*) and  for  the  college  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  Dublin/*) 

After  the  Election,  and  before  he  takes  his  seat,  each 
member  requiring  a  qualification  by  estate,  must  deliver  to 
the  clerk  of  the  House,  at  the  table  of  the  House,  a  paper 
signed  by  himself,  containing  a  description  of  the  situation 
of  the  estate  of  qualification,  and  there  take  and  subscribe 
an  oath  of  its  value, (i)  and  also  the  oaths  of  allegiance  <*> 
and  supremacy,  CO  the  declaration  against  popery,  C"»)  and 


<■) 52  G.  3,  c.  144.  (/)  2  Hats.  59,  n.  7  Bac.  Abridg.  430. 

(*)«  Jour.  £28.  Middx.  1769.    38  C)9Ann,c.  5. 

Jour.  977.  <*)  #«*•  41  G.  3,  c.  101,  s.  23. 

(°)  9  Ann.  c.  5.  41 G.  3,  c.  101,  s.  23.  (0  33  G.  2,  c.  20. 

59  G.  3,  c.  37.  vid.  Scotland.  16  G.[2,  (*)  7  Jac.  1,  c.  6.  30;Car.  2,  st  2,  c.  1. 

c.  11,  s.  19.  (0  5  Eliz.  c.  1, 3. 16.   30  Car.  2,  st.  2, 

Of)  9  Ann,  c.  5.  c.  1. 

O  Rochester  Corb.  Dan.  238.  CD-80  Car.  2,  st.  2^c.  1. 

*  Police  magistrates  are  ineligible  by  3  G.  4,  c.  55,  s.  14. 
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Qualification,  the  abjuration  oath/0)  tinder  severe  penalties.  (*)  The  oaths 
of  allegiance  and  supremacy  must  also  be  taken  before  the 
lord  steward  or  his  deputy.  <c> 

In  order  to  prevent  evasion  of  the  stat.  9  Ann,  c.  5,  the 
House  have  several  standing  orders,  for  affording  further 
means  of  examining  the  qualification  of  candidates,  upon  a 
.  petition.  "  That  notwithstanding  the  oath  taken  by  any  can- 
.  didate  at  or  after  the  Election,  his  qualification  may  be  af- 
terwards .examined.    That  the  person  whose  qualification 
is  expressly  objected  to  in  any  petition  relating  to  his  Elec- 
tion, shall,  within  fifteen  days  after  the  petition  received, 
give  to  the  clerk  of  the  House  of  Commons  a  paper  signed 
by  himself,  containing  a  rental,  or  particular  of  the  lands, 
tenements,  and  hereditaments,  whereby  he  makes  out  his 
qualification,  of  which  any  person  concerned  may  have  a 
copy.    That  of  such  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments, 
whereof  the  party  hath  not  been  in  possession  for  three 
,  years  before  the  Election,  he  shall  also  insert  in  the  same 
paper  from  what  person  and  by  what  conveyance  or  act  in 
law  he  claims  and  derives  the  same ;  and  also  the  consider- 
ation, if  any  paid :  and  the  names  and  places  of  abode  of 
the  witnesses  to  such  conveyance  and  payment.  That  if  any 
sitting  member  shall  think  fit  to  question  the  qualification 
of  a  petitioner,  he  shall  within  fifteen  days  after  the  petition 
be  received,  leave  notice  <<*)  thereof  in  writing  with  the 
clerk  of  the  House  of  Commons ;  and  the  petitioner  shall  in 
such  case,  within  fifteen  days  after  such  notice,  leave  with 
•  the  said  clerk  of  the  House  the  like  account  in  writing  of 
his  qualification,  as  if  required  from  a  sitting  member."  <d> 
And  where  the  petition  against  an  undue  Election  is  pre- 
sented by  the  electors,  and  not  the  unsuccessful  candidate, 
the  sitting  member  has  the  same  power  of  examining  the 
.  qualification  of  such  candidate,  as  he  would  have  had  by 
the  last  rule  if  the  candidate  had  petitioned.  <*> 

Persons  sometimes  become  possessed  of  estates  for  the 
purpose  of  an  Election ;  where  this  is  the  case,  it  must  of 
course  appear  that  the  party  conveying  had  a  sufficient 
power  of  disposition ;  CO  but  the  qualification  may  be  ac- 


;  (*)  IS  W.  3,  c.|6,Ss.  10.  6  G.  3,  c.  53.*        <*)  1717-   18  Jour.  629. 

<*)  1  G.  1,  st.  2,  c.  13,  s.  17.*  (•)  1734.    22  Jour.  355. 

C)  7  Jac  c.  6.*  30  Car.  2,  st  2,  c.  1.       CO  Coventry,  1  Peck,  93. 
SEliz.  c.  1,  s.  16.* 

*  These-  Statutes  are  not  in  the 
Appendix. 
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quired  daring  the  course  of  the  poll,  <*>  though  perhaps  not  Qualification. 
after  a  refusal  to  take  the  qualification  oath.  <*> 


CHAP.  VII. 

Of  the  issuing  of  the  Writ  for  a  General  Election.    . 
The  writs  whkh  are  issued  for  the  election  of  members  of  luofof  th« 

writ, 

parliament,  issue  under  different  authorities  upon  a  general 
Election,  and  upon  the  vacancy  of  particular  seats  during 
the  .continuance  of  a  parliament. 

To  summon,  prorogue,  and  dissolve  the  parliament,  is  the 
prerogative  of  the  King ;  and  when  a  parliament  is  to  be 
summoned,  a  warrant  signed  by  the  King,  is  issued  to  the 
chancellor,  by  the  advice  of  the  privy  council,  command- 
ing him  to  issue  under  the  great  seal  the  usual  number  of 
writs  for  that  purpose. 

The  writs  are  made  out  by  the  clerk  of  the  crown  in 
Chancery,  and  after  the  election  of  the  members,  returned 
into  the  crown  office  there. 

By  the  7  8  W.  3,  c.  25,  s.  1,  upon  every  new  parliament 
"  there  shall  be  40  days  between  the  teste  and  return  of  the 
"  writs  of  summons." 

In  practice,  however,  50  days  intervene,  in  consequence 
of  the  22d  article  in  the  treaty  of  union  with  Scotland,  by 
which  Queen  Ann  was  limited  in  the  power  of  calling  the 
first  parliament  after  the  union,  to  a  period  not  less  than 
50  days  from  the  date  of  the  proclamation  for  assembling  it. 

Of  the  issuing  of  the  Writ  to  supply  a  Vacancy  during  the 

Continuance  of  Parliament* 

After  the  parliament  is  assembled  and  during  its  conti-  Upon  a  v*- 
nuance,  the  House  of  Commons  alone  have  the  right  of  is- 
suing writs  to  fill  up  whatever  vacancy  may  occur. 

Hie  first  resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  the  as- 
sertion of  this  privilege,  had  relation  only  to  the  sitting  of 


C)  t  Bristol,  Simeon,51.  '"  (*)  Leominster,  Corb.  Dan.  1. 
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Up™  *  »  the  parliament.  "  That  during  the  sitting  of  this  Court 
"  there  do  not  at  any  time  any  writ  go  out  for  the  choosing 
"  or  returning  of  any  knight,  citizen,  burgess,  or  baron, 
"  without  the  warrant  of  this  House  first  directed  for  the 
"  same  to  the  clerk  of  the  crown,  according  to  the  ancient 
"jurisdiction  and  authority  of  this  House  in  that  behalf 
"  accustomed  and  used."  (a) 

The  warrant  is  an  order  from  the  speaker  to  the  clerk  of 
the  crown,  directing  a  new  writ  to  be  made  and  issued,  on 
notification  of  a  vacancy  by  motion  of  a  member. 

Afterwards,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.,  when  Lord 
Shaftesbury,  the  chancellor,  issued  writs  to  supply  several 
vacancies  which  had  occurred  during  a  long  prorogation, 
the  House  superseded  the  writs,  declaring  the  right  of  is- 
suing writs  to  supply  vacancies  during  the  continuance  of 
parliament  to  be  in  themselves  only.  c*) 

In  the  spirit  of  this  resolution  the  24th  G.  3,  c.  26,  was 
passed,  which  provides,  with  certain  restrictions  specified 
in  s.  4,  for  the  issuing  of  writs  during  a  recess  to  fill  any 
vacancy  caused  either  by  death  or  promotion  to  the  peerage.  <c) 

The  same  statute  provides  also,  s.  5,  a  means  for  executing 
this  function  upon  the  contingency  of  the  speaker's  death  or 
absence,  or  his  seat  becoming  vacant. 

Delivery  of  the  Writ. 

Delivery  of  '  The  statute  7  8  W.  3,  c.  25,  s.  1,  directed  that  the  writs 
t*e  writ.  „  should  be  delivered  to  the  proper  officer  to  whom  the  exe- 
cution belonged,  and  to  no  other  person  ;  but  not  how  the 
writs  were  to  be  delivered  ;  and  various  frauds  were  prac- 
tised by  interested  persons  who  obtained  them  to  deliver 
them  to  the  officer,  and  delayed  doing  so  till  it  suited  their 
convenience  that  the  Election  should  commence.  Any 
means  however  might  have  been  selected  of  sending  them 
to  the  returning  officer,  except  transmission  by  a  candidate. 
But  all  difficulties  are  now  removed  by  the  statute  53  G.  3, 
c.  89,  which  requires  the  writs  to  be  conveyed  by  the  post, 
and  prescribes  certain  regulations  for  their  delivery  at  the 
post-office,  and  transmission  to  the  proper  officers,  to  whom 
they  are  directed. 

The  writs  to  the  Sheriffs  of  London  and  Middlesex  are 
to  be  delivered  at  their  offices  by  the  messenger  of  the  great 

C")  18lh  iMorch,   1580-1.      Dewes,        (*)  2  Hats.  233. 
307-8.  C")  24  G.  3,  C  26w 
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seal.  <■>    So  to  any  other  sheriff  or  officer  to  whom  write  5eliIT7  of 

*  the  writ. 

are  to  be  delivered,  whose  office  is  in  London,  Westmin- 
ster, or  Southwark,  or  within  five  miles  thereof.  <*> 

Of  the  Duty^fthe  Returning  Officers  for  Counties  after  the 
Receipt  of  the  Writ,  and  before  the  Election* 

As  soon  as  the  sheriff  receives  the  writ  he  should  indorse  Duty  of  sh«- 
thereon  the  day  of  receiving  it,  <c>  and  give  a  receipt  in  writ-  riff" 
ing  to  the  person  appointed  to  deliver  it,  specifying  the  day 
and  hour  of  the  delivery;  and  immediately  make  out  the 
precepts ;  and  within  three  days  after  cause  them  to  be  de- 
livered to  the  proper  returning  officers  of  the  boroughs  and 
towns  within  his  jurisdiction,  without  fee.  tc>  The  officer 
of  the  Cinque  Ports  is  allowed  six  days  for  delivering  the 
precept  after  the  receipt  of  the  writ.  (*) 

The  statutes  which  prescribe  the  delivery  of  the  precept 
to  the  proper  officer  do  not  require  it  to  be  directed;  never- 
theless it  ought  to  be  directed,  and  the  practice  is  to  do  so.<*> 
But  if  directed  by  mistake  to  other  persons  as  well  as  the 
returning  officer,  its  validity  will  not  be  affected,  and  this 
misdirection  may  be  obliterated  after  the  return  to  the  she- 
riff. O  But  when  in  the  crown  office  no  parol  evidence  can  be 
received  to  impeach  it. 

It  seems  that  a  second  precept  may  be  sent  to  the  return- 
ing officer  of  the  borough,  if  there  is  any  mistake  in  the 
first.  (/>  If  the  sheriff  deliver  the  precept  to  other  than  the 
proper  officer,  he  is  liable  to  be  punished  by  the  House.  O 

By  7  8  W.  3,  c.  25,  s.  3,  and  18  6.  2,  c.  18,  s.  10,  the 
Election  for  knights  of  the  shire  was  to  be  holden  at  the 
county  court,  and  provision  was  made  for  its  adjournment 
within  a  limited  period  for  that  purpose.  But  now  a  spe- 
cial court  is  to  be  holden  for  such  Election,  and  proclama- 
tion of  holding  it  is  to  be  made  within  two  days  after  the 
receipt  of  the  writ  at  the  place  where  the  Election  is  to  be 
holden,  <*>  that  is,  at  the  most  usual  place  of  Election  for 
the  last  forty  years/*)  It  must  not  be  holden  on  Sunday,  nor 
more  than  16  nor  less  than  10  days  from  the  day  of  procla- 
mation/*) 

-  —    —   ■ ■  ■  ■  ■  ■■—III!  —      ■  ■  ■  ■      ■■  ■  ■■■-■—  —    ■  ■  ii  — — ^m,.  *»  ■*      ■      <w     ■  ■  ■      * 

(*)  53  G.  3,  e.  89,  s.  1.  CO  Ibid.  69. 

<*)  Ibid.  s.  3.    '  (*)  25  G.  3,  c.  84,  s.  4. 

(•)  7  8  W.  3,  c.  25,  s.  1.    53  G.  3,        (07  8  W.  3,  c  25,  s.  3.    See  the- 

c.  89.    23  Hen.  6,  c.  14.  case  of  the  county   of  Pembroke, 

(*>10 11  W.3,  c.  7,s.  2.  where  an  Election  under  special  cir- 

.  (*)  Dixon  v.  Fisher.    4  Burr.  2267.  cumstances,  not  at  the  usual  place, 

v*de  Bletehingley,  2  Hey.  47, 126.  .  was  holden  good.  1  Hey,  347. . 
,  </)Minehand2Hey.65.  6. 
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Duty  of  she-  The  proclamation  must  be  made  between  8  o'clock  in  the 
morning  and  4  in  the  evening,  from  the  25th  of  October  to 
the  25th  of  March,  and  between  8  o'clock  and  6  the  rest  of 
the  year.  <a> 

If  a  contest  be  expected,  the  returning  officer  should  be  pre- 
pared to  erect  convenient  booths  for  taking  the  poll,  as  he  is 
bound  to  provide  them,  if  required  by  any  of  the  candidates 
three  days  before  the  Election  ;  the  expense  of  which  is  to  be 
paid  by  the  candidates.  <*>  The  number  of  booths  should 
correspond  with  the  number  of  lathes,  &c.  in  the  county, 
not  however  in  any  case  exceeding  fifteen ;  and  in  each 
booth  the  name  of  the  lathe  or  division  to  which  it  is  appro- 
priated should  be  affixed ;  a  poll  clerk  is  to  be  appointed 
for  each  booth,  and  lists  of  the  towns,  &c.  within  each  divi- 
sion to  which  a  particular  booth  is  appropriated,  made  out, 
and  copies  taken  to  be  delivered  to  the  candidates  upon 
request.  <6) 

He  should  also  be  provided  with  fit  places  for  administer- 
ing to  the  electors  certain  oaths  which  they  may  be  re- 
quired to  take  during  the  Election,  as  he  is  bound  to  pro- 
vide such  places  on  request  made  three  days  before  the 
Election  by  a  candidate,  who  must  defray  the  expense.  <c> 

There  are  certain  expenses  necessarily  attending  Elec- 
tions, whether  for  counties,  cities  which  are  counties  of 
themselves,  or  boroughs.  Of  these  expenses  the  candidate 
is  liable  to  such  only  as  the  statute  law  casts  upon  him,  or 
he  takes  upon  himself  by  his  express  or  implied  consent.  <<*> 
And  if  he  is  elected  without  his  presence,  or  any  interfer- 
ence by  himself  or  agents,  though  he  afterward*  take  his 
seat,  his  consent  to  those  expenses  will  not  be  therefore 
implied.  <•>    - 

Of  the  Duties  of  Returning  Officers  for  Cities,  and  Towns 
which  are  Counties  of  themselves,  after  the  Receipt  of  the 
Writ  and  before  the  Election, 

In  a  city  or  town  which  is  a  county  of  itself,  where  the 

»  Election  is  holden  by  virtue  of  a  writ  directed  immediately 

to  the  returning  officer,  he  should,  upon  the  receipt  of  the 


(•)  S3  G.  3,  c.  54.  (d)  Morris  p.  Burdett.  1  Camp.  218 . 

J)  W  G.  2,  c.  18,  s,  7.  <•)  Ibid.  ft  Maule  Selw,  215. 

(°>34G.S>c.7S,s,& 
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writ,  after  indorsing  the  day  on  which  he  receives  it,  and  Dut*  <* 

.   .  j  returning 

giving  a  memorandum  of  the  receipt  to  the  post  master  who  officer*  for 

delivers  it/a)  cause  public  notice  to  be  given  of  the  time 

and  place  of  Election,  which  must  be  holden  within  eight 

days,  and  after  three  days  from  the  receipt  of  the  writ/*) 

The  poll  clerks  should  be  sworn/0)  and  a  cheque  book 
allowed  for  every  poll  book  for  each  candidate,  to  be  kept 
by  their  several  inspectors  at  the  place  where  the  poll  is 
taken v  From  this  it  is  implied,  that  inspectors,  as  well 
as  cheque  books,  should  be  allowed,  though  there  is  no  ex- 
press direction  to  that  effect. 

Regulations  for  the  preparation  of  booths,  or  other  places, 
where  the  electors  oaths  may  be  administered,  are  pro- 
vided by  several  statutes,  as  at  elections  for  cities,  &c 
which  are  not  counties.  See  title — "  Duties  of  the  return- 
"  ing  officer  during  the  election,"  and  34  G.  3,  c.  73.  42 
G.  3,  c.  62,  and  43  G.  3,  c.  74. 

Of  the  Duties  of  the  Returning  Officers  for  Boroughs  and 
Towns,  after  the  Delivery  of  the  Precept,  and  before  the 
Election, 

The  returning  officer,  as  soon  as  the  precept  is  delivered  Duty  of 
to  him,  upon  the  back  of  the  same  precept  shall  indorse  officers"^ 
the  day  of  the  receipt  thereof,  in  the  presence  of  the  party  k^0"*1'8' 
from  whom  he  received  it,  and  forthwith  cause  public  no- 
tice to  be  given  of  the  time  and  place  of  Election,  and  pro- 
ceed to  Election  thereupon,  within  the  space  of  eight  days, 
and  give  four  days  notice,  at  least,  of  the  day  appointed 
for  the  Election/*) 

The  notice  must  be  given  in  the  most  usual  place  or 
places,  (between  eight  and  four,  from  the  25th  of  March  to 
the  25  th  of  October,  and  between  eight  and  six  the  rest  of 
the  year.O 

It  seems  the  notice  may  be  given  on  a  Sunday.  A  pe- 
tition was  presented  on  the  ground  of  notice  having  been 
improperly  given  on  Sunday,  and  upon  another  objection 
untrue,  in  point  of  fact.    The  petition  was  not  persevered 


<*)78W.3,  C.25.S.1.  53G.3,c.89.        GO  7  8  W.  3,  c.  25,  s.l. 
(*)  19  G.  8,  c.  28, 3.  7.  O  33  G.  3,  c  64. 

.  *)85G*  3,0.84,5.  7- 1 
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returning  "^  *°e  Pet*tioners  being  advised,  as  the  reporter  believed, 
•fficers.  that  the  objection  to  such  a  notice  was  unfounded/*) 
Many  ministerial  acts  of  this  kind  may  be  done  on  Sun- 
day. Notices  are  given  in  church ;  arrests  were  lawful  on 
Sunday  before  29  Charles  2nd  c.  7,  and  an  appointment  of 
overseers  on  that  day  has  been  holden  legal/6)  Of  the 
four  days  required  for  notice,  one  must  be  reckoned  exclu- 
sive,^) and  the  consent  of  the  candidates  will  not  cure  an 
insufficient  notice  in  that  respect,  but  such  defective  no- 
tice will  avoid  the  Election/*)  Nor  can  the  returning 
officer  extend  the  time  for  holding  the  Election  beyond  the 
x  eight  days  mentioned  in  the  statute/') 

In  consequence  of  great  corruption  being  disclosed  in 
New  Shoreham,  Cricklade,  and  Aylesbury,  three  statutes 
were  passed  to  extend  the  right  of  voting  for  those  places 
by  which  the  notices  are  respectively  regulated//) 

The  returning  officer  must  also  provide  places,  and  ap- 
point commissioners  for  the  administering  the  electors 
oaths,  if  required  by  any  of  the  candidates,  three  days 
„  before  the  Election/O  And  provisions  for  the  erection  of 
poll  booths,  &c.  similar  to  those  which  relate  to  county 
Elections,  were  provided  in  respect  to  Westminster,  by  51 
G.  3,  c.  126,  and  53  G.  3,  c.  152.*  If  the  precept  has  been 
delivered  to  an  improper  person,  the  legal  returning  officer 
(  may,  nevertheless,  proceed  to  the  Election,  and  his  return 
will  be  considered  as  the  legal  one/*) 

Of  the  Duties  of  the  Returning  Officer  during  the  Election. 

Duties  of  °n  the  dfty  appointed  for  the  Election,  and  at  a  season- 

iSXing  *Me-hour,<«>  which  for  counties  is  between  eight  and  eleren, 
the  Election,  the  returning  officer  opens  the  proceedings,  after  proclama- 
tion for  silence  is  made,  by  reading  the  writ  of  summons,  jf 
the  Election  be  for  a  county,  or  city,  or  town  which  is  a 
county  of  itself,  or  the  precept,  if  it  be  for  a  borough,  &c. 
where  the  Election  is  made  by  virtue  of  a  precept.    He 


(•)  Bridport,  3  Lud.  30,    The  pe-        O  Sed  vid.  2  Hey.  160. 
tition  not  being   tried    in  the   first       (/)  no.  3,  c.  55,  s.  5.   22  G.  3,  c 

session  was  not  renewed.  31.  s.  5.   44  G.  3,  c.  60,  s.  4. 

(»)  Clerkenwell,  1  Nolan,  55,  n.        (*)  34  G.  3,  c.  73,  s.  6, 
ndquare.  •  These  acts  have  expired. 

O  Chichester,  17  Journ.  137. 2  Hey.       (*)  Bewdley,  Minehead,  Wells,  t 

156*  Heyw.  130 

<*>  Seaford,  3  Lud.  3.   2  Hey.  159.       CO  23  Hen.  6,  c.  14. 
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should  then  take  and  subscribe  the  bribery  oath,  which  may  Duty  of 
be  administered  by  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county,  if  officers?1 
at  a  county  election,  of  the  borough,  if  at  a  borough  elec- 
tion, or  in  the  absence  of  a  justice  of  the  peace  by  any 
three  electors/0)  and  read,  or  cause  to  be  read,  the  Bribery 
Act/*)  2  G.  2,  c.  24. 

If  the  Election  is  for  a  place  where  the  franchise  is  in  the 
whole,  or  in  part  in  freemen,  the  Durham  Act,  as  it  is 
called,  "  An  Act  to  prevent  occasional  freemen  from 
"  voting  "  must  be  read  next.<e).  And  at  New  Shoreham, 
Cricklade,  and  Aylesbury,  the  statutes  particularly  relating 
to  those  places.  (<*> 

He  is  then  to  call  upon  the  electors  to  name  the  candi-   Nomination. 
dates.     After  the  candidates  are  nominated,  each  may  be 
called  upon  by  the  other,  or  by  two  electors,  to  take  the 
qualification  oath,  C>  unless  it  is  rendered  unnecessary  by 
any  of  the  exceptions  in  the  statute  of  Ann,  c.  6.  </) 

It  has  not  been  decided  whether  a  returning  officer  is  candidate's 
warranted  in  refusing  to  return  a  candidate  who  persists  in 
objecting  to  take  this  oath  at  the  poll.  The  Committee  of 
Elections  in  the  case  of  Maiden/*)  construed  the  requisition 
of  the  statute  in  the  alternative,  vis.  that  the  oath  might 
be  taken  at  the  choice  of  the  candidate,  either  at  the  Elec- 
tion, or  at  any  time  before  the  meeting  of  Parliament. 
The  words  of  the  statute  are,  "  And  if  any  of  the  said 
"  candidates  or  persons  proposed  to  be  elected  as  afore- 
"  said,  shall  wilfully  refuse  upon  reasonable  request  to  be 
"  made  at  the  time  of  the  Election,  or  at  any  time  before 
"  the  day  upon  which  such  Parliament,  &c.  is  to  meet  to 
"  take  the  oath  hereby  required,  then  the  Election,  &c. 
"  shall  be  void."  These  words  may  possibly  be  open  to 
the  above  construction,  but  the  intention  seems  rather  to 
have  been,  that  the  request  "  may  be  made  either  at  the 
"  Election,  or  at  any  time  before  the  meeting,  &c."  and  if 
made  at  a  reasonable  time,  ought  at  that  time  to  be  com- 
plied with ;  and  this  construction  may  be  inferred  from  the 
second  resolution  in  the  Leominster  case/*)  reported  by 
Corbett  and  Daniel. 


(■)  2  G.  2,  c.  24, 3.  3.  (/)  See  ante,  Sec.  "  Qualification  of 

(*)  Ibid.  s.  9.  a  member.' 


»» 


03G.3, c.  15.  <*)  18  Jour.  129.   Orme  2a  1  Hey 

(*>  11  O.  3,  c.  55.    22-  G.  3,  c.  31.  550. 

44  G.  3,  c.  60.  (*)  See  «*/#-"  Votes  thrown  away 

(•)  9  Ann.  c.  5,  a.  A.  and  lost." 
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Duty  of 
returning 

•iticers. 


Poll. 


Granting  a 
poll. 


If  no  more  candidates  are  named  than  the  legal  number 
of  representatives,  the  returning  officer  has  no  authority 
to  open  a  poll  to  allow  time  for  the  appearance  of  another 
candidate/*)  but  should  return  those  nominated  as  duly 
elected. 

Where  more  are  proposed  than  the  number  to  be  re- 
turned, the  Election  is  decided  either  by  the  view,  the  poll, 
or  a  scrutiny/6)  If  a  poll  be  duly  demanded,  that  is, 
either  by  a  candidate  or  elector,  and  refused,  the  Election 
will  be  avoided,  and  the  returning  officer  censured/') 

The  consent  of  candidates  will  not  cure  any  infringe- 
ment of  the  elector's  rights.  The  right  of  Election  was  - 
"  in  all  men  inhabitants,  householders,  resiants,  within  the 
"  borough,"  but  by  the  consent  of  the  candidates  under  a 
mistaken  notion  of  the  right,  it  was  agreed,  that  the  Elec- 
tion should  be  made  by  the  freeholders,  and  a  poll  was  de- 
manded by  one  of  the  candidates,  a  freeholder,  on  behalf 
of  the  freeholders  only,  the  freeholders  alone  voted,  but  the 
rest  of  the  inhabitants,  &c-  were  present,  and  assented  to 
the  return  of  the  candidates  chosen  by  the  majority  of  the 
freeholders.  The  Election  was  holden  good,  the  demand  on 
behalf  of  the  freeeholders  alone  being  a  void  demand,  but 
if  a  poll  of  all  the  inhabitants  had  been  refused,  a  new 
writ  must  have  gone.<d> 

It  appears,  from  the  earlier  cases,  that  the  sheriff  was  not 
bound  to  grant  a  poll,  unless  a  real  doubt  arose  as  to  the  majo- 
rity of  the  persons  then  present,  but  it  being  now  established, 
that  the  voters  need  not  be  present  at  the  reading  of  the 
writ,  it  is  necessarily  settled  also,  that  he  must  grant  a  poll 
when  duly  demanded,  because  nothing  can  be  inferred  as 
to  the  majority  of  votes  from  the  few  usually  present/*)  and 
as  the  sheriff  may  now  declare  the  majority,  upon  view, 
after  the  statuteable  hours,  so  a  poll  may  be  demanded  at 
any  time  before  that  declaration,  or  within  a  reasonable 
time  after/ /) 

When  once  the  poll  has  been  granted,  the  sheriff  must 
proceed, with  it,  though  the  party  who  demanded  it  should 


C)  Nottingam,  1  Peck,  81,  5.  bridgeshire,  GUaiv.  76, 81.  4  Inst  18. 
(ft)  Originally   poll   and   scrutiny        (<0  Cirencester,  Glanv.  105.    _ 
were  synonymous  terms.  C)  1  Hey.  360-7. 

C)  Newcastle    under  Line,  Cam-        (/)  Ibid.  369. 
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ware  it,  or  disturb  the  proceedings,  otherwise  the  Election  Duty  or 
will  be  void.<*>  officS?1 

But  if,  after  such  demand,  no  votes  are  tendered  within 
a  reasonable  time,  he  may  return  according  to  the  view. 

In  Westminster,  1661,  the  high  bailiff  waited  above  half 
an  hour  after  the  appointment  of  poll  clerks  to  take  the 
poll  which  had  been  demanded,  but  no  votes  being  tendered, 
he  returned  the  candidates  with  the  majority  on  the  view, 
and  it  was  resolved  that  they  were  duly  elected/*) 

A  fresh  candidate  may  be  proposed  at  any  time  during 
the  poll,  and  his  election  will  be  good.O 

The  poll  must  commence  on  the  day  it  is  demanded,  or 
the  day  after,  unless  that  be  a  Sunday,  and  be  continued 
daily,  with  the  exception  of  the  Sundays.  It  may  not  be 
kept  open  more  days  than  fifteen,  and  if  kept  open  on  the 
fifteenth  day,  it  must  close  at  three  o'olock.(<*>  It  should  be 
kept  open  seven  hours,  between  eight  o'clock  and  four,  in 
each  day  subsequent  to  the  first/*) 

At  the  Election  for  the  county  of  Southampton,  the 
sheriff,  at  the  request  of  a  candidate,  is  bound  to  adjourn 
the  poll  after  its  close  at  Winchester,  to  Newport,  in  the 
Isle  of  Wight.<*> 

Formerly  a  voter  was  not  required  to  mention  his  name   Tendering 
when  he  voted,  but  now  it  must  be  stated  to  the  poll   *• YOt*- 
clerk,  that  it  may  be  properly  entered.    And  a  mere  de- 
claration in  the  booth  for  whom  the  voter  gives  his  suffrage 
is  not  sufficient,  it  must  be  regularly  tendered  to  the  poll 
okrk,<S>  and  in  the  proper  booth/*) 
.  It  is  very  material  that  the  vote  should  be  regularly  ten- 
dered, for  if  it  be  subsequently  disputed  upon  a  petition, 
the  Committee  will  require  proof  of  a  proper  tender,  before 
they  will  admit  evidence  to  establish  the  right  of  voting/*) 

A  county  voter  should  state  correctly  to  the  poll  clerk 
the  kind  of  estate  for  which  he  votes,  its  situation,  anfl 
where  assessed,  the  name  of  the  tenant  if  there  be  one, 
and  his  own  residence.    And  one  who  polls  in  a  different 

II  L  .1111  .— ^— — ^— . 

O  1  Whitelock,  387.  Glan.  153, 141.  O  25  G.  3,  c.  84,  s.  16. 

4  Inst.  48.  (/)  1  Hey.  407.  Gioster,  32. 

(*)  8  Jour.  880.    1  Hey.  370.  (*)  JUd.  401.    But  if  the  vote  » 

<•)  Bristol,  1  Dong.  845,  Montgo*  received  in  the  wrong  booth  by  mis- 

mery,  15  Jour.  94.  l  Hey.  376.    See  take  of  the  poll  clerk,  it  will  not  be 

arg.  1  Peck,  83.                                  ,  set  aside. 

O  £5  G.  3,  c .  84,  s.  2.  7*  8  Wm.3,  e.  (*)  Gioster,  30.  Horsham.  £  Fras. 

95,1.5.  35.0rmc,483. 
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Closing  the 
poll. 


Poll  clerks. 


right  from  that  which  really  gives  him  the  franchise,  will 
upon  petition  be  struck  off  the  poll/0)  A  person  entitled  to  a 
double  vote  must  poll  for  both  candidates  at  the  same  timet*) 
If  the  poll  continue  open  fifteen  days,  it  must  close,  We 
have  seen,  at  three  o'clock  on  the  last  day ;  yet  voters  who 
have  tendered  their  suffrages,  which  being  objected  to, 
have  been  entered  in  the  poll  books  before  that  hour,  as 
votes  reserved  for  discussion,  may  be  examined  after;  and 
it  has  been  decided,  that  the  requisite  oaths  being  admi- 
nistered to  them  in  the  presence  of  the  under  sheriff  and 
assessor,  may  be  added  to  the  poll.<c> 

But  Mr.  Serjeant  Heywood  says,  it  may  not  be  safe  to 
consider  the  above  decision  "  as  having  settled  the  point, 
"  the  best  advice  that  can  be  given  to  the  sheriff,  is  not 
u  to  allow  a  single  question  with  respect  to  the  admission 
"  of  voters,  to  be  undecided  at  the  moment  when  by  law 
"  the  poll  is  to  be  closed."  <rf) 

Where  the  returning  officer  having  reserved  certain 
votes  for  discussion,  closed  the  poll  after  it  had  been  kept 
open  the  full  time  allowed  by  law,  and  made  his  return 
without  deciding  upon  the  votes  reserved,  the  Election  was 
not  thereby  avoided,  there  being  no  proof  of  partial  and 
illegal  conduct  in  the  officer.  <*) 

In  elections  for  counties,  poll  clerks  are  to  be  appointed 
and  sworn  at  the  expense  of  the  candidates,  and  inspectors 
allowed  with  a  cheque  book  for  each  poll  book,  </)  and  the 
same  for  the  city  of  Westminster.  C> 

The  poll  clerks  in  county  Elections  are  to  set  down  the 
name  of  each  freeholder,  the  situation  of  his  freehold, 
and  for  whom  he  polls,  (*>  the  place  of  his  abode,  (O  and 
to  poll  no  one  who  is  not  sworn,  if  required  to  be  sworn, 
by  a  candidate,  and  to  enter  jurat  against  the  names  of 
such  as  are  sworn.  (0 

Nor  can  he  receive  votes  for  any  freehold  out  of  the  dis- 
trict in  his  list,  unless  it  lies  in  some  district  not  men- 
tioned in  any  of  the  lists.  <*> 


(a)  Simeon,  136. 
(0  1  Peck,  109. 

(°)  Middx.  2  Peck,  338,  343.  1  Hey. 
615. 
GO  1  Hey.  615. 
(•)  Carmarthen,  1  Peck,  287- 
(/)  7  8^W.  »,  c.  25,  s.  3.     25  G.  3, 


c.  84,  s.  7.:  18  G.  2,  c.  18,  s.  9. 

(*)  51  G.  3,  c.  126.    53  G.  3,  c.  152. 
These  statutes  have  expired. 

(A)  7  8  W.  3,  c.  25,  s.  4. 

(«*)  10  Ann,  c.  23,  s.  5. 

(*)18G.  2,  c.  18,  s.8. 
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Iii  Elections  for  cities  and  towns,  being  counties'of  them, 
selves,  cheque  books  are  allowed,  but  no  mention  is  made 
of  inspectors*  (*> 

In  Elections  for  boroughs  and  towns,  there  is  no  pro- 
vision by  statute  for  either  cheque  books,  or  inspectors, 
but  the  poll  clerks  are  to  be  sworn  c&)  to  the  performance 
of  their  duty,  which  is  to  set  down  the  name  of  each  voter, 
his  addition,  profession,  &c.  the  place  of  his  abode,  for 
whom  he  shall  poll,  and  to  poll  only  such  as  have  taken 
the  oath  or  affirmation  required  by  any  statute. 

As  there  are  certain  oaths  and  declarations  which  elec-  o»tt». 
tors  may  be  required  to  take  previous  to  their  polling, 
and  much  inconvenience  was  found  to  arise  from  the  time 
consumed  in  administering  them,  the  returning  officer  is 
authorised  by  several  statutes,  34  Geo.  3,  c.  73.  42  Geo,  3, 
c.  62.  43  Geo.  3,  c.  74,  after  a  poll  shall  be  demanded,  to 
appoint  at  the  request  in  writing  of  a  candidate,  com- 
missioners who  are  to  administer  all,  except  the  bribery 
oath,  at  a  separate  place  or  places  whilst  the  Election  is 
proceeding,  giving  to  each  elector  who  shall  have  taken 
the  oath,  a  certificate  thereof  to  be  produced  to  the  officer 
or  clerk  taking  the  poll. 

As  this  request,  if  made  three  days  previous  to  the  Elec- 
tion, obliges  the  returning  officer  to  provide  numerous 
booths  for  this  purpose,  particularly  described  in  the 
statute,  34  Geo.  3,  c.  73,  s.  6,  where  a  contest  is  expected 
he  should  be  provided  for  such  a  demand. 

The  bribery  oath  must  be  taken  at  the  poll  before  the 
returning  officer,  Cc>  but  it  may  be  taken  at  any  time  during 
the  Election  :  a  refusal  at  one  period  does  not  preclude  a 
voter  from  taking  it  subsequently*  <rf) 

The  other  oaths  are  of  allegiance  or  supremacy.  <e>  Of 
abjuration.  </)  The  freeholders  qualification  oath  for 
counties,  CO  for  cities,  and  for  towns  being  counties  of  them- 
selves/<*>  And  where,  from  the  nature  of  the  right  of 
Election,  no  oath  of  qualification  by  estate  can  he  taken, 


C">  19  G.  2,  e.  28,  s.  6.  (0  6  Ann,  c.  23.   6  G.  3,  c.  53. 

C»)  25  G.  3,  c.  84,  s.  7.  (*)  18  G.  2,  c.  18,s.  1. 

(•)  43  G.  3,  c.74.    .  (*)  19  G.  2,  c.  26. 

O  Gloster  30. 

OT8W.3,  ;a*7f  *.19.«  1  a  1, 
ft  2,  c.  13,* 

*  Statute*  sot  in  the  Appendix. 
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ah  oath  of  residence  or  abode  is  required.  <•>  The  form  of 
this  last  oath  may  be  qualified,  by  adding  another  place  of 
abode  to  the  one  which  entitles  the  elector  to  vote.  A* 
where  Harwich  being  the  borough  for  which  the  Election 
was  held,  the  yoter  tendered  his  oath  to  this  effect,  u  place 
"  of  my  abode  at  Durham,  and  also  in  West-street  in  the 
borough  of  Harwich."  <»> 

In  London,  <c>  Norwich  CO  and  Coventry,  <•>  particular 
oaths  are  required  from  the  freemen. 

Although  the  regulations  prescribed  by  the  statutes  for 
the  manner  of  conducting  the  Election,  ought  to  be  com- 
plied with,  yet  a  deviation  from  such  as  are  merely  direc- 
tory, will  not  avoid  the  Election,  though  it  may  subject  the 
returning  officer  to  censure  from  the  House.  Thus 
where  the  mayor  refused  to  swear  the  poll  clerks  accord- 
ing to  the  25  G.  3,  c.  84,  s.  7,  and  on  the  third  day  ad- 
journed the  poll  after  it  had  been  opened  one  hour,  and 
,  held  a  court  for  the  admission  of  freemen,  who  polled 

the  next  day ;  though  these  acts  were  signified  by  the  Com- 
mittee to  be  illegal,  yet  they  did  not  avoid  the  Election, 
the  statute  being  considered  directory.  </> 

During  the  course  of  the  Election,  the  returning  officer 
has  other  duties  to  perform ;  he  is  to  hear  arguments  upon 
disputed  votes,  and  decide  upon  their  admission  or  rejec- 
tion; and  the  punishment  of  the  House  has  generally 
followed  a  partial  exercise  of  this  duty.  Such  as  the 
wilful  and  corrupt  admission  or  rejection  of  votes  in 
favour  of  either  candidate,  <*>  denying  the  opposite  party 
the  right  of  examination/*)  refusing  a  reference  to  the  as- 
sessment for  the  land  tax  to  try  the  validity  of  a  disputed 
vote ;  (*>  opening  a  poll  without  any  demand,  to  give  time 
for  another  candidate  to  appear  ;C*)  dispersing  garbled 
copies  of  a  statute  relating  to  the  Election ;  <0  and  his  con- 
duct not  only  during  the  Election,  but  immediately  pre- 
ceding, if  relating  to  it,  will  be  enquired  into  by  the 
House.  <*> 


(•)  25  G.  3,  c.  84,  s.  5.  (f )  Middlesex.  2  Peck,  48. 

(*)  1  Peck,  390.  (*)  l  Peck,  77. 

{•)  11 G.  1,  c.  18.  (0  Sudbury,  2  Doug.  148, 172.  See 

(*>3G.2,c.8.  JWrf.177- 

<•)  21 G.  3,  c.  54,  ».  7.  (*)  Great  Grimsby,  t  Peck,  74. 

(/)  Colchester,  1  Peck,  505.  * 
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There  are  certain  general  rules  which  should  govern  his 
decisions  upon  the  reception  of  votes.  He  should  receive 
or  reject  them  according  to  the  last  determination  of  the 
House  upon  the  right  of  Election ;  <■>  and  where  there  is 
no  last  determination  according  to  the  usage  of  the 
place ;  <*>  and  where  there  is  no  custom  or  prescription, . 
according  to  common  right,  <*>  which  is  to  the  extension  of 
the  franchise ;  nor  can  the  agreement  of  candidates  alter 
the  law,  or  justify  the  officer  in  a  contrary  decision.  (*) 

Where  he  has  doubts  as  to  the  rights  of  single  voters, 
or  of  a  particular  class ;  or  an  objection  is  made,  which  if 
argued,  would  greatly  interfere  with  the  proceedings,  he 
may  reserve  the  consideration  until  a  future  time  during 
the  poll,  or  till  a  reasonable  time  after  its  close,  <c>  marking 
them  upon  the  poll  as  objected  to.  (<*) 

It  was  once  resolved,  that  if  the  voters  were  equal,  the 
Electors  should  "  continue  together,  or  meet  by  adjourn- 
ment till  they  can  agree  to  an  Election  by  plurality  of 
voices;"  for  the  returning  officer  has  no  casting  voice, 
unless  by  charter  or  custom.  O  But  an  equality  of  voices 
makes  a  void  Election,  and  upon  such  an  occasion  there 
may  be  a  double  return.  CD  A  voter  however  who  has 
polled  at  the  beginning  of  the  Election,  may  if  the  voters 
prove  equal,  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  Election  good, 
withdraw  his  vote,  and  give  it  to  the  other  candidate,  that 
one  may  have  a  majority.  O 

When  all  the  electors  present  have  polled,  and  rea-  Notice  of 
sonable  time  has  been  allowed  for  others  to  come  in,  the  poU.m* 
returning  officer  may  close  the  poll,  making  three  procla- 
mations to  that  effect  at  intervals.  What  is  a  reasonable 
time  must  depend  upon  the  circumstances  of  the  Elec- 
tion, upon  the  number  of  electors  who  have  already  polled, 
compared  with  the  .  whole  number  possessing  the  right, 
-upon,  the  length  of  time  the  poll  has  lasted,  upon  the 
.distance  of  any  number  of  electors  who  have  not  voted,  &c. 
But  it  is  generally  closed  by  consent.  (*> 


O  T  8  W.  3,  c.  7.    2  G.  2,  c.  24,  <•>  Wiachelsea/.GUinv.  21.  Mitcfael 

s.4. 2  Fraa.  144.  See  28 G.  3,  c.  52,  s.  31.  1  Lud.  77. 

(»)  Glan.  107-8, 142.  Sid.  vid.  Brady,  (/)  1  Hey.  604.  8  Jour.  13.  10  Jour» 

127,164.  132. 

O  N.  8.    See  however  Mr.  Ser-  (*)  Glann.  22. 

jeant  Heywood's  advice  on  this  aut*  (*)  See  1  Lud.  351. 1  Hey,  595.  Si- 

ject,  **te  p.  72.  meon,  163. 

(<D  Bedford's,  1  Lud.  350.  Carmar- 
then, 1  Peck,  287.  Middlesex,  2  Peck* 
338. .  See  **nt€,  p.72. 


•f  •  Of  THE  SfcTUUN. 

If  the  Election  continues  till  the  last  day,  it  must  be 
etosed  at  or  before  three  o'clock ;  and  when  once  closed, 
at  whaterer  period  of  the  Election,  it  cannot  be  re- 
opened. <•)  , 

Any  person  is  entitled  to  a  copy  of  the  poll  upon  pay- 
ment of  a  reasonable  charge  for  writing  it  <*> 

-  On  the  same  day,  or  the  day  after,  the  returning  officer 
must  fairly  and  publicly  declare  the  names  of  those  who 
have  been  chosen,  and  forthwith  make  a  return,  unless  a 
scrutiny  is  demanded  by  a  candidate,  or  any  two  electors, 
With  which  he  "  deems  it  necessary"  to  comply.  <c>  These 
words  in  the  act  give  him  a  discretionary  power,  but  which 
he  -must  exercise  discreetly,  that  is  to  say,  according  to 
the  justice  of  the  demand.  In  the  Sudbury  case,  which 
was  before  the  statute,  the  Committee,  resolving  that  the 
mayor  had  a  right  to  grant  a  scrutiny,  resolved  also  that 
'*  he  ought  not  to  have  refused  it."  <d> 

If  a  scrutiny  be  granted,  the  return  must  nevertheless 
be-made-atf  to  a  county  Election,  on  or  before  the  day  on 
Which  the  writ  is  returnable,  and  for  a  borough  Election 
the  precept  must  be  returned  to  the  sheriff,  six  days  before 
the  return  of  the  writ;(')  and  when  the  Election  takes 
place,  to  supply  a  vacancy  during  the  existence  of  Parlia- 
ment, within  thirty  days  after  the  close  of  the  poll.  <*> 

Evidence  may  be  received  -upon  oath  during  a  scrutiny, 
touching  the  rights  of  disputed  voters,  from  all  persons 
consenting  to  take  the  oath.  (/>  And1  the  votes  must  be 
decided  upon  alternately  /*> 

Of  the  Return  to  the  Writ. 

Return. '  The  return  to  the  writ  is  by  indentures  between  the 

•sheriff  and  electors.  The  return  to  the  precipt  by  inden- 
tures between  the  returning  officer  and  electors  on  the  one 
part,  and  the  sheriff  on  the  other ;  it  must  be  remitted 
with  the  precept  to  the  sheriff,  who  remits  it,  as  well  as 
his  own  return  with  the  writ  appended,  to  the  clerk  of 
the  crown  in  Chancery. <*> 


y 


(?)  Arundel,  Glanv.  71.  (•)  25  G.  3,  c  84,  s.  1. 

(*)  7  8  W.  3,  c.  25,  s.  6.  (/)  Rid.  s.  6. 

(•)  25  G.  3,  c.  84,  s.  1.  (*)  Ibid.  s. 2. 

<*>  Phillips,  136.  In  London  a  sera-  (*)  7  Hen.  4,  c  15. 23  Hen.  6,  c.  14. 
tiny  cannot  be  refused*  11 G.  1,  c.  18» 
•.4-  " 


Of  THE  RETURN. 

4 

As  the  precept  should  be  directed  and  delivered  to  the  R*tor». 
legal  returning  officer  of  the  borough,  to  he  is  the  proper 
person  to  make  the  return  to  the  sheriff. 

If  a  return  to  the  precept  is  made  by  any  person  except 
the  returning  officer  of  the  borough,  to  whom  it  is  directed, 
the  sheriff  is  bound  not  to  execute  the  indentures.  Where 
an  under  sheriff  executed  two  \  returns,  one  made  by  a 
person  not  named  in  the  precept,  the  other  by  the  proper 
officer,  and  returned  them  both,  he  was  committed  to  the 
custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms.(a) 

The  course  of  proceeding  in  the  borough  of  Milborne 
Port  is,  however,  an  exception  to  this  rule ;  for  there  the  . 
precept  is  directed  to  the  bailiff,  and  the  return  made  by 
the  sub-bailiffs,  or  one  of  them.  And,  it  Seems,  that  where 
it  is  doubtful  to  what  officer  of  the  borough  the  duty  of 
making  the  return  belongs,  a  return  made  by  others,  to-  » 
gether  with  the  proper  officer,  will  be  valid/*) 

A  return  made  by  the  proper  officer,  though  defective 

in  form,  will  be  sustained.'0)    And  a  return  by  an  officer  de 

facto,  though  he  may  not  have  complied  with  all  the  legal 

forms  necessary  to  sustain  his  election  to  the  office  upon  a 

quo  wcnrranto,  is,  nevertheless,  a  good  return/*) 

Where  the  original  indenture  has  been  stolen,  the  return 
of  the  counterpart  has  been  holden  sufficient/') 

That  sheriffs  were  frequently  both  negligent  and  corrupt, 
in  making  their  returns,  appears  from  the  various  penal 
statutes  directed  to  the  subject//)  By  the  last  of  which,  the 
returning  officer  wilfully  misconducting  himself  in  that  re- 
spect, is  liable  to  be  sued  in  double  damages  by  the  party 
grieved/') 

Though  a  double  return,  if  wilful,  false,  and  malicious,  DoubU 
is  "prohibited/*)  yet  there  are  many  cases  where  double  re- 
turns  are  justifiable,  and  necessary.    As  where  the  right  of    ' 
Election  is  uncertain,  and  the  officer  will  not  take  upon 
himself  to  decide  it,  or  an  objection  is  raised  against  a  class 
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C*>  Liskeard,  2  Peck,  327.  <*)  25  G,  5,  c  84.  is.  14. 15.    See 

(*)  Taunton,  1  Peck,  406.  also  Fox  v.  Corbett,  1  Hey.  655,  which 

O  Dover,  1  April,  1679.  Orrae,  103.     was  an  action  against  the  high  bailiff 
(*)  Doug.  Rep.  568.   See  the  cases     of  Westminster,  for  wilfully  and  ua- 

in  2  Hey.  62-3.  lawfully  granting  a  scrutiny. 

O  liskeard,  Nov.  1740.  Orme,  104.         (*)7  8W.3,c  7,  «•  *.   -.. 
(/>  5  Bic.  2.  st.  2,  c.  24. 11  Hen.  4, 

c.  1.     6  Hen.  6,  c.  4.    8  Hen.6,c.7. 

SS  Hen.  6,  c.  14,  10,     11  W.3,  c.  7. 

♦.J.    25  G.  *,  c.  84.  as.  14. 15. 

H  2 


TB  arms  asm*. 

Double         of  voters  who  stand  in  particular  circumstances,  or  the 

return. 

eligibility  of  the  candidate,  with  the  majority  of  votes,  is  ob- 
jected to  ;<*)  or  where  it  is  disputed  to  which  of  two  officers 
the  duty  of  making  the  return  appertains  ;<*>  or  which  of 
two  persons  is  legally  placed  in  the  office  ;Ce)  or  there  is  an 
apparent  equality  of  voices.**)  So  where  a  scrutiny  was 
begun,  but  not  finished,  a  double  return  was  made,  and  the 
whole  merits  of  the  Election  gone  into.<*> 
Special  Circumstances  may  occur  to  make  a  special  return  ne- 

rcture.  cessary,  as  a  riotous  obstruction  to  the  execution  of  the 

writ  or  precept//  >  But  the  necessity  lor  such  special  re- 
torn  must  be  very  apparent  to  justify  the  officer/*) 

It  may  be  a  material  question  before  the  Committee, 
whether  the  return  be  double  or  .special,  for  on  hearing  a 
petition  against  a  double  return,  the  candidate  first  named, 
or  whose  return  is  immediately  appended  to  the  writ,  be- 
gins ;  in  the  other  case  the  first  petitioner.  Thus,  where 
A  and  B  were  stated  to  be  candidates,  having  an  equal 
number  of  votes,  but  the  return  did  not  say  that  either  was 
duly  elected,  this  was  holden  a  special  return,  and  that  B 
the  first  petitioner  should  begin/*) 
Amending  a      If  it  becomes  necessary  to  alter  or  amend  a  return, 

return. 

the  clerk  of  the  crown  is  ordered  to  attend  with  it  in  the 
House,  and  there  amend  it,  by  erasing  the  name  of  whom- 
soever the  House  have  determined  to  have  been  not  duly 
elected,  and  inserting  the  proper  name  or  names.  If  there 
be  two  returns,  and  one  is  declared  void,  he  takeB  that  off 
the  file,  leaving  the  other,  and  if  that  other  contain  the 
name  or  names  of  persons  declared  not  duly  elected,  it  is 
amended  in  the  same  manner. 

The  same  return  may  undergo  two  amendments,  when 
both  the  legality  of  the  return,  and  merits  of  the  Election 
are  disputed,  and  separately  decided  upon  .CO  Originally 
the  mode  was  otherwise,  till  it  was  resolved/*)  that  after  a 
return  into  the  crown  office,  "  the  same  shall  not  h* 
"  altered  by  the  sheriff,  or  the  clerk  of  the  crown,  or  any  but 
w  this  House/* 


O I  P*ek,  17v  (/  )  2  Peck,  38S> 

<*)  Okehampton,  1  Fra*  69>  (*)  Coventry,  Philips. 

O  MUborne  Port,  1  Doug.  97.  (*)  Colchester,  1  Peck,  500* 

(<*)  1  Lud.  75.  1  Peck,  1.    2  Peck,  (0  1  Doug.  90,  n. 

*H»  C*)  April,  IGttK 
O  Oxfordshire,  Dec*  1754.  *Peck» 
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CHAP.  VIII. 
Of  Election  Petitions. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  reign  of  Elizabetii,  and  the  be-  Election 
ginning  of  that  of  James  I.  the  House  of  Commons  made 
fhe  first  attempts  to  assert  the  exclusive  right  of  determining 
the  merits  of  controverted  Elections  of  their  own  members. 
In  the  first  parliament  of  James,  a  Committee  of  privileges 
and  returns  was  appointed  almost  immediately  after  the 
disputed  return  of  Sir  Francis  Goodwin,  which  the  clerk  of 
the  crown  refused  to  receive  on  the  ground  of  Goodwin's 
outlawry. 

To  this  Committee  was  referred  every  trial  of  the  merits 
of  an  Election,  which  was  not  heard  at  the  bar  of  the 
House ;  and  it  afterwards  became  the  practice,  at  the 
commencement  of  a  session  of  parliament,  to  appoint  a 
Committee  of  this  nature,  until  the  present  system  of  trial 
by  Select  Committees  was  introduced. 

The  10th  of  Geo  3,  c.  16,  was  the  first  of  a  succession  of 
statutes,  by  which  the  present  judicature  for  the  trial  Of 
controverted  Elections  is  arranged  and  established. 

This  judicature  consists  of  a  Committee  chosen  by  ballot 
from  the  House,  according  to  certain  forms  prescribed  in 
these  statutes,  in  order  to  try  all  petitions  upon  Election 
matters,  and  report  their  decision  to  the  House. 

The  subject  may  be  divided  into  the  following  chapters — 

1st.  The  different  sorts  of  petitions,  and  those  who  may 
subscribe  them. 

2nd.  The  time  and  manner  of  presenting  them. 

3rd.  The  proceedings  of  the  House  in  the  selection  of 
the  Committee. 

4th.  The  proceedings  of  the  Committee  in  the  trial  of 
the  petition,  and 

Sth.  Their  report  to  the  House, 
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Of  the  different  sorts  of  Petitions,  and  those  who  ma$ 

present  them. 


Election 

petition*. 


Petitioners. 


There  are  six  different  sorts  of  petitions  referred  to  a 
Select  Committee.  1st*  Against  the  Election.  2nd.  Against 
the  return/")  3rd.  Complaining  that  no  return  has  been 
made ;  or,  4th.  that  an  insufficient  return  has  been  made.<*> 
5th.  To  oppose  the  right  Of  Election,  or  of  appointing  re- 
turning officers,  determined  by  a  Select  Committee,  and 
reported  to  the  House.  6th.  To  defend  such  right.Cc> 
The  four  first  may  be  subscribed  by  any  person  claiming  to 
have  had  a  right  to  vote  at  the  Election,  or  to  have  been  re- 
turned, or  alleging  himself  to  have  been  a.  candidate ;  and 
if  it  be  a  Scotch  Election,  by  any  person  claiming  to  have 
had  a  right  to  vote  at  the  Election  of  a  delegate  or  com- 
missioner ;  (<0  the  two  last  may  be  subscribed  by  all  per- 
sons/6) But  though  every  person  claiming  a  right  to  vote 
may  petition  the  House,  yet  care  should  be  taken  that  no 
voter,  whose  evidence  is  wanted  on  the  trial,  be  a  sub- 
scribing party,  since  no  party  to  a  petition  can  be  a  wit- 
ness in  support  of  it. 

There  is  also  another  kind  of  petition  which  may  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  House  by  one  claiming  a  right  to  Vote,  but  is 
not  referred  to  a  Committee,  viz.  to  be  admitted  as  a  party 
in  the  room  of  the  sitting  member,  or  one  returned  upon  a 
double  return,  who  declines  defending  his  Election  or  re- 
turn, or  is  prevented  doing  so,  by  death,  advancement  to 
the  peerage,  or  his  seat  being  declared  vacant.c/) 

The  words  of  the  statute/1")  descriptive  of  the  petitioners, 
have  received  a  liberal  construction,  and  petitions  have 
been  received  from  persons  calling  themselves  "  free- 
holders of  the  county/'  from  which  appellation  it  could  not 
be  strictly  inferred  that  they  had;  as  the  act  requires,  "  a 
"  right  to  vote  at  the  Election,"  since  they  might  have  be- 
come freeholders  between  the  time  of  the  Election  and 
petition. 


(a)10G.  3,  c.  16. 
(6)250.3,0.84,8.10. 
(•)86G.3,c.52.tt.2d.f9. 
<*)  Hid,  s.  I, 


(*)ZMrf.  88.  86.89. 
(/)  Ibid.  s.  $. 

(*)  JWrf.  8.  ft. 
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This  question  -arose  en  a  renewed  petition  for  Middle-  Petitioner!, 
vex,  presented  Nor.  1603,  and  in  1904  a  motion  made  to 
discharge  it,  as  not  being  within  the  statute,  was  nega- 
tived after  a  debate,  and  the  same  point  has  been  decided 
in  the  same  way  by  Select  Committees.  Thus  the  words  in 
the  statute  "  claiming  to  have  had  a  right  to  vote  at  the 
Election  to  which  the  same  (viz.  the  petition)  shall  relate/1 
were  satisfied  by  the  following  descriptions  in  the  pe- 
titions, "  a  freeholder  of  the  county  of  Caermarthen."("> 
"  Persons  having  a  right  to  vote  at  the  Election  of  bur- 
"  gesses,  &c."(*>  No  elector,  however,  can  petition  against 
him  for  whom  he  voted  at  the  Election. (c> 

But  with  respect  to  the  grounds  of  complaint  set  forth 
in  the  statutes  which  authorize  the  different  petitions,  the 
words  of  the  legislature  have  been  as  strictly  adhered  to 
as  possible,  and  various  attempts  to  enlarge  them  defeated. 

It  was  in  consequence  of  a  strict  adherence  to  the  letter 
Of  the  statute  10  G.  3,  e.  16.  11  6.  3  c.  42,  that  the  25 
O.  3,  c;  84,  was  passed  to  enlarge  the  grounds  of  the  right 
of  petitioning. 

Mr.  Fox  petitioned,  in  May  1784,  against  a  special  return 
of  the  high  bailiff  of  Westminster,  which  set  forth  the 
names  of  the  three  candidates,  the  state  of  the  poll,  that  a 
scrutiny  had  been  demanded,  which  was  proceeding,  but 
made  no  return  of  any  member  ;  the  House  ordered  this  pe- 
tition to  be  withdrawn,  as  not  within  the  description  of  one 
complaining  "  of  ah  undue  Election  or  return  of  a  mem- 
"  her  to  serve  in  Parliament/*) 

If  a  petition  presented  to  the  House  is  not  taken  into  Renewed 
consideration  during  the  same  session,  a  renewed  petition,  petitions. 
which  must  contain  no  new  allegation,  nor  be  signed  by 
other  parties  than  those  who  signed  the  first/')  should  be 
presented  the  next,  and  every  subsequent  session  till  it 
is  disposed  of,  within  fourteen  days  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session//)  Though  the  petition  should  only  be 
signed  by  those  who  signed  the  first,  yet  it  need  not  be 
signed  by  all/*)  If  a  petition  against  the  right,  &c.  is  not 
renewed  within  the  fourtetn  days,  the  judgment  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  question  will  be  conclusive  on  that  place  in 

C")  1  Peck,  £89.  CO  3  Doug.  Pref.  ix. 

(*)  Boston.  Ibid.  435.  (/)  28  G.  3,  c  52,  s.  5.  34  6.  3,  c.  89. 

O  Herefordshire.  Ibid.  910.  (*)  Midhurst,2  Feck,  146;  n. 

<*)  Wesminster,  40  Jour.    1  Peck 
Imtrodoc  xix. 
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all  subsequent  Elections.  And  all  renewed  petitions  de- 
livered in  together,  will  be  read  in  the  order  in  which  they 
were  directed  for  consideration  in  the  last  session. 

Irregularity  in  the  renewed  petition  may  be  taken  advan- 
tage of  before  the  Committee,  though  it  has  passed  the 
notice  of  the  House.  ca) 


i 
CHAP.  IX. 

Of  the  Time  for  presenting  Petitions, 

Presenting      The  petition  is  presented  to  the  House  by  a  member,  and 
**  by  an  order  of  the  House  passed  at  the  beginning  of  every 

session ;  petitions  against  undue  Elections  or  returns,  upon 
the  omission  of  a  return,  or  an  insufficient  one,  must  be 
presented  within  fourteen  days  from  the  order,  or  within 
fourteen  days  after  a  new  return  shall  be  brought  in.  <*> 

And  all  petitions  respecting  Irish  returns  must  be  pre- 
sented within  fourteen  days  after  the  return  be  brought 
into  the  crown  office  in  England,  or  must  be  lodged  in  the 
office  of  the  clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Ireland  within  fourteen 
days  after  the  return  is  brought  in.  tc) 

Petitions  against  the  report  of  a  Select  Committee  upon  the 
right  of  Election,  or  of  chusing  returning  officers,  must  be  pre- 
sented within  six  calendar  months  after  the  day  on  which 
the  report  is  made,  or  fourteen  days  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  next  session  of  parliament  and  the  time  of 
limitation  begins  to  run  from  the  first  report  made  by  the 
Committee.  (<0 

Two  reports  upon  the  right  of  Election  to  the  same  effect 
were  made  by  different  committees  within  six  months  of 
each  other,  the  House  refused  to  receive  a  petition  pre- 
sented after  the  time  ^limited  from  the  first  report,  but 
within  the  time  from  the  second.  <e> 

When  the  last  day  of  the  fortnight  limited  by  the  order 
of  the  House  expires  during  a  recess,  petitions  against 


(•)  Hoaiton,  3  Lud.  143.  (')  53  O.  3,  c.  71,  ■•  15.   Sm 

•  (»)  Journ.  23  Nov.  1802.  1.  Peck,     O.  3,  c.  52,8.26. 
xxvii.  (*)  1  Peck,  xxviii. 

(•)  Votes,  8  January,  1812. 
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undue  Elections  and  returns  have  in  several  instances  been 
received  by  the  House  on  the  first  day  of  its  next  sitting.  <•> 
No  case  has  yet  occurred  with  respect  to  other  petitions, 
for  the  same  equitable  enlargement  of  the  time.  Where, 
however,  the  time  expires  during  the  sitting  of  the  House, 
it  invariably  refuses  to  infringe  upon  the  general  rule.  <*> 


Of  the  Recognizance* 

No  proceedings  wijl  be  had  upon  any  petition,  except  R*co*n>- 
such  as  relate  to  the  right  of  Election,  or  of  chusing  a 
returning  officer,  <e)  unless  the  petitioner  within  fourteen 
days  after  the  petition  is  presented,  or  within  such  further 
time  as  the  House  may  limit,  enter  into  two  recognizances ; 
one  in  two  hundred  pounds  with  two  sureties,  to  appear 
before  the  House  at  the  time  fixed,  and  before  the  Select 
Committee,  and  to  renew  the  petition  every  session  until  a 
Select  Committee  shall  be  appointed,  or  the  petition  with- 
drawn by  permission ;  W)  the  second  in  a  thousand  pounds, 
with  two  sureties  in  five  hundred  each  for  the  payment  of 
costs,  expenses  and' fees  due  to  witnesses  for  the  petitioner, 
to  the  officers  of  the  House,  or  to  the  opposite  party  in 
case  the  petitioner  fails  to  appear  before  the  House  at  the 
time  fixed  for  considering  his  petition,  or  it  be  withdrawn 
by  permission  of  the  House,  or  reported  frivolous  or 
vexatious/') 

The  names  of  the  sureties  in  this  recognizance  must  be 
delivered  in  writing  to  the  clerk  of  the  House  eight  days 
before  it  is  entered  into ;  </>  and  if  not  entered  into  the 
petition  will  be  discharged.  <*> 

The  time,  however,  for  entering  into  these  recognizances 
may  be  enlarged  once  upon  sufficient  matter  properly 
verified  to  the  House,  for  a  number  of  days  not  exceeding 
thirty//) 

The  recognizances  are  entered  into  before  the  Speaker, 
who  appoints  two  examiners  to  ascertain  the  sufficiency 
of  the  sureties.  <P> 


<■)  1  Doug.  83,  n.  o.  1  Peck,  xxvtii.        O  88  O.  S.  c.  52, 8.  5. 

(»)  1  Doug.  84.   1  Peck,  xvviii.  and        O  53  G.  3,  c.  71,  s.  3. 
the  cases  there  cited.  (/)  I2&  s.  4.  Dumfries  Journal*. 

<•)  38  G.  3,  c.  52,  s.  32.   53  G.  3,  Dec.  1T90. 
f.  71,s,14.     „  O  »  G.  3,  c.  58,  s,  6. 
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jtecogm-  There  is  an  order  of  the  House,  1789,  "  That  for  the  due 

aance.  «  execution  of  an  Act  passed  in  the  28th  year  of  the  reign 

"  of  his  late  Majesty,  intituled,  An  Act  for  the  further 
"  regulation  of  the   trials  of  controverted  Elections,  or 
"  returns  of  members  to  seive  in  Parliament,  as  far  as 
the  said  Act  respects  "  the  recognizances  thereby  required 
"  to  be  entered  into,  by  any  person  haying  presented  a 
"  petition  to  this  House,  complaining  of  an  undue  Elec- 
"  tion,  or  return,  or  of  the  omission  of  a  return,  or  of  the 
"  insufficiency  of  a  return,  it  is  expedient,  that  the  exa- 
"  miners  of  sureties,  to  be  appointed  by  virtue  of  the  said 
"  Act,  should  attend  (for  the  purpose  of  examining  the 
"  sufficiency  of  any  surety  or  sureties,  to  be  named  in  any 
"  such  recognizance)  in  one  of  the  committee  rooms  be- 
"  longing  to  this  House,  at  such  time  or  times,  within  the 
"  time  limited  by  the  said  Act  as  shall  be  appointed  by 
"  such  examiners,  on  application  made  by  any  such  peti- 
"  tioner,  or  bis  agent,  to  the  clerk  or  clerk  assistant  of  this 
"  House,  and  that  such  petitioner  do  give  due  notice  of 
"  the  time  and  place  of  such  intended  examination,  toge- 
"  ther  with  the  names,  additions,  and  places  of  abode,  of 
"  such  sureties,  to  the  sitting  member  or  members,  whose 
"  Election  or  return  is  complained  of  by  such  petition,  or 
"  their  known  agent  or  agents,  and  to  every  other  person 
"  or  persons  to  whom  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Coin- 
"  mons  shall  have  given  notice  to  attend  at  the  time  when 
"  any  such  petition  is  ordered  by  the  House  to  be  taken 
"  into  consideration,  or  their  known  agent  or  agents."  <a> 

It  is  a  two  days'  notice,  and  the  service  should  be  veri- 
fied by  affidavit. 

The  recognizances  of  parties,  or  their  sureties,  who 
reside  more  than  forty  miles  from  London,  may  be  entered 
into  before  a  magistrate,  and  the  examiners  may  decide 
upon  their  sufficiency  by  affidavit.  <*> 

If  the  conditions  of  a  recognizance  are  not  satisfied,  it 
will  be  certified  unto  the  Exchequer  by  the  Speaker,  which 
certificate  will  have  the  effect  of  an  estreat.  <c> 

If  any  difficulty  arises  as  to  the  completion  of  the  recog- 
nizance, the  matter  may  be  stated  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons by  petition,  and  relief  will  be  allowed  by  affording 
further  time,  if  no  negligence  or  default  appear  on  the  part 


(•>  Journals,  1789.  <T&B  [G.  3,  c.  58,  s.  9.   «iO.  S, 

0>  88  G.  3,  c.  52,  s.  7  e.  71.^.7, 18. 
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of  the  petitioner.  In  one  instance  an  act  of  Parliament 
was  passed,  to  allow  a  naval  officer  abroad  on  service, 
thirty  days  after  his  return  to  enter  into  the  recogni- 
zance. (") 

Withdrawing  a  Petition. 

Formerly,  when  a  petition  complaining  of  an  undue  Withdrawing 
Election  or  return,  of  the  omission  on  insufficiency  of  a  thepetition- 
return  had  been  presented,  it  could  not  be  withdrawn, 
unless  it  related  to  the  return  of  a  member  who  had  since 
vacated  his  seat ;  <*>  but  now.  it  may  be  withdrawn  upon 
matter  arising  since  it  was  presented,  verified  by  affidavit 
to  the  House.  <c> 


CHAP.  X. 

Proceedings  of  the  Howe  in  the  Selection  of  the  Committee, 

As  soon  as  a  petition  complaining  of  an  undue  Election,  Committees. 
or  return,  the  omission  of  a  return,  or  an  insufficient  one 
is  presented,  <<*>  a  day  and  hour  is  appointed  by  the  House 
for  taking  it  into  consideration,  which  must  not  be  within 
.fourteen  days  after  the  commencement  of  the  session  of 
Parliament  in  which  it  is  presented,  nor  within  fourteen 
days  after  the  return  to  which  it  relates,  shall  be  brought 
into  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  crown.  (*) 

Notice  of  the  time  appointed  shall  be  forthwith  given  in 
writing  by  the  "Speaker  to  the  petitioners  and  sitting 
"  members,  or  respective  agents "  (in  the  case  of  undue 
Elections  or  returns),  and  to  the  petitioners,  and  to  the 
returning  officer  or  officers  by  whom  such  return  ought  to 
have  been  made,  or  shall  have  been  made,  (in  the  case  of 
insufficient  or  no  return)  accompanied  by  an  order  to  attend 
the  House  at  the  time  appointed  by  themselves,  counsel  or 


(■>  31  G.  3,  c.  3.  O  U  G.  3,  c  42,  ».  2.  25  G,  3, 

(*)  SB  G.  3,  c,  52,  s.  8.  c.  84,  s.  11. 

O  53  G.  3,  c.  71,  ».  8. 
(*)  10 G.  3, c  16,  s*l.  £5  G.  3,c  84. 
I.  U. 
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Committees,  agent,  in  order  to  the  appointment  of  a  Select  Committee 
"  according  to  the  regulations  of  the  above  acts.  ("> 

As  to  the  petition  of  appeal  against  the  report  of  a  Select 
Committee,  the  time  appointed  for  taking  it  into  consi- 
deration, must  be  after  forty  days  from  the  day  it  was 
presented,  and  notice  of  the  day  and  hour  is  inserted  in 
the  Gazette  by  order  of  the  Speaker,  and  sent  to  the  sheriff 
or  returning  officer,  who  affixes  a  copy  thereof  to  the  door 
of  the  county,  or  town-hall,  or  parish  church  nearest  the 
place  of  Election.  W 

On  the  day  appointed  for  taking  the  petition  into  consi- 
deration, and  before  the  order  of  the  day  is  read,  the 
sergeant  at  arms  is  directed  to  go  with  the  mace  to  the 
places  adjacent,  and  require  the  attendance  of  members ; 
upon  his  return  the  House  is  to  be  counted,  and  if  there 
are  not  100  members  present,  to  be  adjourned.  <c> 

If  100  members  are  present,  the  parties  or  agents  are 
ordered  to  attend,  and  forty-nine  members  selected  by 
ballot,  which  number  is  afterwards,  upon  the  parties  with- 
drawing from  the  House,  reduced  to  thirteen,  each  party 
striking  off  one  alternately.  (*>  Each  party  has  also  a 
right  of  specially  nominating  a  member,  and  these  nomi- 
nees being  added  to  the  reduced  list,  make  the  Select  Com- 
mittee of  fifteen.  <0  There  are  certain  causes  of  excuse 
which  exempt  members  from  serving,  if  drawn  upon  the 
ballot ;  as  having  voted  at  the  Election ;  or  being  party 
upon  another  petition  ;  or  not  having  been  returned  four- 
teen days ;  or  having  served  on  a  Select  Committee  in  the 
same  session,  unless  the  number  of  those  who  have  not 
served  is  insufficient ;  or  if  the  petition  concern  the  right 
of  Election,  having  served  on  the  Committee  which  re- 
ported the  right;  or  being  intended  for  a  nominee;  or 
being  sixty  years  old.  </>  These  objections  apply  equally 
to  the  nominees,  but  they  may  also  decline  serving  without 
any  reason.  Other  excuses  which  appear  sufficient  to  the 
House,  if  verified  on  oath  will  be  allowed.  <*> 


<•)  10  O.  3,  c  16,  s.  1,    *5G.  3,  O  Ibid.  ss.  11,'IS. 

c.  84.  s.  10.  (/)  10  O.  3,  c  IS,  as.  6, 7, 8, 9,  11, 

(»)  28  G.  3,  c  52, 5. 28.  12,  15.   53  O.  3,  c.  71,  $.20. 

O  10  G.  3,  c  16,85. 1, 4.  <*)  10  G.  3,  «.  16,  s.  10. 
(*>  Ikid.  ss.  5, 13. 
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Where  there  are  more  than  two  parties  in  distinct  Inter- 
ests, the  list  of  49  is  reduced  by  each  party  alternately 
striking  off  one,  till  13  remain,  who  appoint  two  nominees 
to  he  added  to  their  number.  <")  If  at  the  day  and  time 
appointed,  no  party  appears  to  oppose  the  petition,  the 
clerk  of  the  House  and  the  petitioner  reduce  the  list  to  IS, 
the  petitioner  nominates  one  of  the  nominees  and  the-  IS 
members  the  other ;  the  same  mode  is  pursued  where  a 
party  opposing  the  petition  waves  his  right  to  nominate.  <*> 
-If  the  petitioner  does  not  appear  within  an  hour  after  the 
time  fixed  for  selecting  the  Committee,  the  petition  is  dis- 
charged. <c) 

When  the  15  members  are  thus  respectively  selected  and 
nominated,  they  are  to  be  sworn  at  the  table,  <*>  and  are 
then  deemed  to  be  legally  appointed,  O  and  are  directed 
by  the  House  to  meet  at  a  time  within  24  hours  <<*>,  but  they 
usually  meet  immediately  to  elect  their  chairman  and  ad- 
journ to  the  following  day.  tf> 


CHAP.  XI. 


Form  of  Proceeding  before  the  Committee. 

When  the  Committee  is  assembled  to  proceed  upon  the  Trial  of  peti- 
trial  of  the  case,  the  clerk  reads  the  petition  or  petitions,   oas* 
the  last  determination  upon  the  right  of  Election,  if  there  be 
any,  and  the  standing  order  of  the  House,  prohibiting  the 
offer  of  evidence  upon  the  legality  of  votes  contrary  to  such 
determination.  Jan.  16,  1735-6. 

If  there  be  a  double  return,  the  resolution  of  the  House, 
directing  the  counsel  of  the  person  first  named  in  the  re- 
turn, or  whose  return  shall  be  immediately  annexed  to  the 
writ,  to  proceed  in  the  first  instance,  is  then  read.  March, 
172T-8. 


Cm  G,  3,  c  43,*.  0,7-  CO  10  0. 3.  e.  16,  s.  15.     j; 

(»)28G.3,  c.52,98. 14, 13.  O  »  G,  3,  a  71,  »•  IB. 

OS8G.  3,  c  ft,  s.  13.  (/) Onne.355.  ^ .  . 
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Trial  of  peti- 
tions. 


Preliminary 
objections. 


If  there  be  two  persons  claiming  to  be  returning  officers, 
the  resolution  of  the  House  relating  thereto,  if  any,  is  read/** 

If  the  case  be  within  28  G.  S,  c.  52,  s.  25,  that  in  the  opi- 
nion of  the  Committee  the  merits  of  the  petition  turn  wholly 
or  in  part  upon  the  right  of  Election,  or  the  right  of  ap- 
pointing the  returning  officer,  written  statements  of  such 
right  of  Election  or  appointment  must  next  be  delivered  to 
the  clerk  by  the  parties  or  their  counsel.  And  although  it 
cannot  appear  that  such  rights  will  be  disputed  by  the  sit- 
ting member  till  his  case.be  opened,  yet  the  statement  must 
be  delivered  in  the  first  instance ;  <•>  and  the  statement  of 
the  right  should  coincide  with  the  claim  of  right  in  the 
petition.  <c>   •    ' 

But  if  at  variance  with  it,  a  new  one  may  be  substituted 
adapted  to  the  claim  in  the  petition.  <<*> 

It  seems  however  that  the  Committee  are  not  confined  in 
their  decision  upon  the  right  of  Election  by  the  statements 
of  the  parties,  but  may  determine  the  right  according  to  the. 
proof,  though  varying  from  that  contained  in  either  of  the 
statements.  <e> 

Where  the  statements  turn  upon  the  right  to  make  the 
return  conferred  by  different  offices  upon  the  respective 
holders,  as  whether  the  mayor  or  portreeve  has  the  right  of 
return,  the  question  as  to  the  legal  mode  of  electing  indivi- 
duals to  those  offices  is  not  raised.  (f> 

Before  the  case  of  the  petitioner  is  opened,  facts  extrinsic 
to  the  matter  of  the  petition,  whether  apparent  upon  the 
face  of  it  or  not,  may  be  advanced  on  the  other  side  as  pre-, 
liminary  objections  to  the  petitioner's  right  of  proceeding 
in  his  case. 

Tbese  objections  relate  either  to  the  forms  of  presenting 
and  signing  the  petition,  or  to  the  right  of  the  voter  or  can- 
didate to  subscribe  it,  or  to  the  capacity  of  the  latter  to  sit. 

Thus  where  a  petition  was  referred  to  the  Select  Com- 
mittee as  a  renewed  petition,  the  sitting  member  was  al- 
lowed to  go  into  evidence  of  irregularity  in  signing  or  pre- 
senting the  second  petition.  The  evidence  however  failed  Jr> 

Where  the  petitioning  elector  described  himself  "  a  free- 


<•)  Orme,  359. 

(»)1  Peck, 111, n.  r»«r.2Peck,S79fn. 

(•>  Liskeard,  2  Peck,  878. 

(«0  JH id.  879.  *  i 


(*)  Uid.  and  n.  g. 
(/)  PufeOkehampton,  1  Fras.71. 
Taunton,  1  Peck,  432. 
(*)Honiton,  3  Lud.  143,135.   « 
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holder  of  the  county  of  Carmarthen,"  a  preliminary  objec-  Preliminary 
tion  to  this  description,  as  not  being  within  the  words  of  the 
statute  28  6.  3,  c.  52,  was  argued  before  the  Committee,  but 
overruled.  A  second  objection  was  also  urged,  that  haying 
received  a  bribe  he  was  incompetent  to  rote  at  the  Election, 
and  had  thereby  lost  his  right  to  petition  ;  this  also  failed.*** 
Fide  other  cases  in  a  note  to  the  same  effect.  <•> 

Proof  being  received  that  one  of  the  petitioners  was  not 
a  freeholder,  and  that  the  others  had  Toted  for  the  candidate 
against  whom  they  petitioned,  they  were  not  suffered  to 
proceed.  <*>  A  preliminary  objection  was  made,  that  the 
petitioner  having  been  convicted  of  a  libel,  was  disquali- 
fied, but  it  was  overruled.  CO 

It  has  been  argued  that  these  preliminary  objections 
ought  not  to  prevail  before  the  Committee,  since  the  mem- 
bers of  it  being  sworn  to  try  the  matter  of  the  petition,  can- 
not consistently  with  their  oath  dispose  of  the  case  upon  a 
ground  which  sets  the  matter  of  the  petition  entirely  out  of 
the  question.  <*>  And  indeed  it  might  not  unreasonably  be 
concluded,  that  the  petition  having  been  received  by  the 
Honse  and  referred  to  the  Committee,  the  Committee  would 
be  bound  in  its  proceedings  by  the  terms  of  the  statute, 
which  gives  it  jurisdiction ;  <•)  by  which  the  members 
are  to  be  sworn  "  well  and  truly  to  try  the  matter  of  the 
"  petition  referred  to  them/'  and  are  "  a  Select  Committee 
u  to  try  and  determine  the  merits  of  the  return  or  Election 
"  appointed  by  the  House  to  be  that  day  taken  into  consi* 
"  deration."  But  the  other  course  of  proceeding  has  been, 
I  believe,  invariably  adopted,  and  is  perhaps  the  correct  con- 
struction, for  where  it  can  be  shewn  that  the  petitioner 
either  has  failed  to  comply  with  the  previous  forms  pre- 
scribed, or  is  not  within  that  description  of  persons  who 
can  proceed  under  these  statutes,  (incapable  of  justly  claim- 
ing a  right  either  to  vote  or  to  sit,)  there,  as  the  foundation 
of  the  proceeding  fails,  the  proceeding  may  be  treated  as  a 
nullity ;  there  being  no  legal  petitioner,  there  can  be  no  le- 
gal petition  the  matter  of  which  the  Committee  can  be 
bound  to  try. 

There  is  also  a  class  of  cases  which  may  be  mentioned 


(•)  Carmarthenshire,  1  Peck,  989.     \  .(*)  EastGriostead,  1  Peck,  337.] 
A.  894.  (*)  £.  Grimtead,  l  Peck,  335»  . 

<»)H«refbrd»hire,l  Peck,  810.  0 10  G.J,  c,  16,*  13* 
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where  the      here,  viz.  where  the  sitting  member  withdraws  himself  from 

sitting  mem-  '  ° 

ber  withdraws,  before  the  Commitee,  and  waves  his  pretensions  to  retain 
his  seat ;  in  such  cases  the  Committee  have  varied  in  their 
mode  of  proceeding,  in  some  instances  immediately  declar- 
ing the  petitioner  duly  elected,  in  others  requiring  him  to 
proceed  and  establish  his  claim. 

In  the  Seaford  case  the  sitting  members  resigned  their 
claim  to  the  seats,  their  counsel  at  the  same  time  suggest- 
ing to  the  Committee  the  propriety  of  examining  the 
claim  of  the  petitioners,  ex  parte,  before  they  declared 
them  duly  elected.  The  Committee,  however,  upon  delibe- 
ration .  determined  the  petitioners  duly  elected.  (a)  So 
where  the  sitting  member  withdrew,  the  petitioner  was  de- 
clared duly  elected.  <•>  And  in  three  cases  before  the  House, 
previous  to  the  Grenville  Act,  the  same  immediate  result 
took  place.  <c>  But  in  the  cases  of  Ifcaisfer  and  Okehampton, 
1784,  where  the  sitting  members  were  equally  disposed  to 
.resign  their  seals,  there  were  circumstances  which  induced 
the  Committee  to  proceed  further  and  inquire  into  the  me- 
rits. W)  And  in  a  much  later  case  the  sitting  member 
having  withdrawn,  the  Committee  determined  that  the  pe- 
titioners should  proceed  with  the  case.  <•) 

A  material  distinction  appears  between  the  cases  of  a 
sitting  member  withdrawing  himself,  and  a  petitioner  being 
stopped  upon  a  preliminary  objection  to  his  right  of  pro- 
ceeding ;  in  the  latter  case  the  statutable  course  of  ques- 
tioning the  Election  is  arrested,  the  petitioner  from  whose 
competence  to  petition  the  proceeding  derives  validity, 
being  declared  incompetent,  the  petition  becomes  a  nullity, 
and  cannot  therefore  affect  the  right  of  the  sitting  member, 
founded  upon  an  Election  and  return  which  has  not  been 
legally  questioned.  Not  so  the  case  of  the  petitioning  can- 
didate where  the  sitting  member  withdraws  ;  his  claim  is 
founded  upon  no  previous  Election  or  return,  his  ultimate, 
right  to  sit  rests  solely  upon  the  decision  of  the  Committee, 
and  that  decision  should  be  made  upon  some  evidence ; 
there  is  a  formal  and  legal  petition  before  the  Committee 
of  which  the  matter  may  be  tried,  and  it  appears  that  if  the 
petitioner  is  declared  duly  elected,  merely  because  the  sit- 
ting member  withdraws  himself,  the  Committee  do  not 


(*)3Lud.  138.  Scarboro*  1770.    3  Lud.  140.  n. 

(^Dumbartonshire,  Ibid.  n.  .  (*)$  Lud.  139. 

(•)  Carlisle,  1741.  Radnor,  1761.         O  Waterfowl,  1  Peck,  839. 
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u  try  the  matter  of  the'petition  referred  to  them/'  nor  "  de* 
"  tennine  the  merits  of  the  return  or  Election." 

Statement  of  the  Case* 

If  no  preliminary  objections  are  made,  or  if  such  as  are  Counsel  to 
made  are  disposed  of  in  favour  of  the  petitioner,  his  senior  fK.  * 
counsel  opens  the  case,  and  not  only  the  general  outline  of 
his  proofs,  but  every  fact  on  which  he  means  to  rely  should 
be  stated,  for  it  is  a  general  rule  that  each  party  is  con- 
fined in  his  evidence  to  the  facts  stated  in  the  opening 
speech,  that  the  other  may  not  be  surprised  by  the  proof  of 
matters  of  which  no  previous  intimation  had  been  given/*) 

The  counsel  was  not  permitted  to  call  a  witness  to  sub- 
stantiate a  vote  which  had  been  tendered  at  the  poll  for  his 
client,  having  made  no  mention  of  it  in  his  opening/6) 

It.  was  expressly  stated  by  the  counsel  in  opening,  that 
the  offences  charged  in  the  petition  would  be  proved  against 
the  sitting  member  personally,  and  not  through  the  medium 
of  agents ;  he  was  not  permitted  to  ask  a  witness  whether 
A.B  acted  as  agent  for  the  sitting  member/*) 

But  where  the  following  arrangement  in  the  trial  was 
adopted,  viz,  the  interests  of  one  petitioner  and  one  sitting 
member  were  identified  and  conducted  by  the  same 
counsel,  and  the  like  with  respect  to  the  other  petitioner 
and  sitting  member,  the  counsel,  after  stating  several 
voters  to  whom  objection  would  be  made,  claimed  a  right 
to  strike  off  any  others  who  might  be  impeached  in  the 
course  of  the  evidence  offered,  which,  after  strong  objec- 
tions from  the  other  side,  was  allowed  by  the  Committee/**) 

Neither  can  a  counsel,  for  the  purpose  of  disqualifying  a 
voter,  supply  by  the  cross-examination  of  adverse  wit- 
nesses, facts  which  he  has  omitted  to  open/') 

As  the  evidence  is  limited  to  those  facts  which  have  been  AUrgatioas 
opened,  so  such  facts  only  should  be  opened  by  the  pe-  J£titio». 
titioner  as  will  fairly  support  the  allegations  in  the  pe- 
tition, for  such  only  will  be  received  in  evidence.    Where 
the  petition  set  forth,  that  at  the  last  election,  &c.  A.  H. 


;   (a)E.  Grinstead,  1803.1  Peck  338-9.  [GD  Great  Grimsby,  1  Feck,  60-3. 

k  <*)  Ibid.     .  O  Leominster,  1706.  2  Peck. 896. 

CO  Caermarthen,  1  Peck,  893.  Vid. 
3  Lad.  119.   *  Fnft  451. 
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Allegations 
in  the 
petition. 


Different 
questions 
tried  sepa- 
rately. 


Lists  contain- 
ing objections 
to  voters- 


hifh  sheriff  for  the  county  of  H ,  W.  J.  and  the  pe- 
titioner, were  candidates,  it  was  considered  that  the  mere 
statement  that  A.  H.  was  high  sheriff  at  the  time  of  the 
Election,  was  but  descriptio  persona  y  and  not  an  express 
allegation  or  complaint,  to  raise  the  objection  that  he  was 
therefore  ineligible/") 

Bat  proof  of  bribery  by  a  person  not  named  in  the  pe- 
tition may  be  given  under  the  general  allegation  of  "  other 
"  undue,  corrupt,  and  illegal  practices."*')  Where,  how- 
ever, there  are  returns  by  two  persons  claiming  to  be  re- 
turning officers,  as  the  question  of  return  is  generally  de- 
cided first,Cc)  the  person  named  in  the  legal  return  is  con- 
sidered as  the  sitting  member,  and  is  not  confined  to  the 
allegations  in  his  petition/*') 

If  the  allegations  in  a  petition  raise  various  questions, 
the  Committee  will  sometimes  try  each  question  separately, 
instead  of  hearing  the  whole  case  opened  and  proved  at 
once,  arranging  the  order  of  trying  the  questions  in  the  way 
most  conducive  to  a  speedy  and  correct  determination  of 
the  case,  and  this  mode  has  been  followed,  not  only  with 
consent  of  both  parties/')  but  against  the  inclination  of 
one//)  though  in  some  instances,  where  the  separate  de- 
cision of  one'  question  would  not  have  determined  the 
cause,  the  Committee  have  refused  to  separate  the  case 
contrary  to  the  wishes  of  one  of  the  parties/*) 
*  In  controverted  Elections  for  counties  in  England  and 
Wales,  lists  of  the  voters  intended  to  be  objected  to,  were 
required,  by  an  annual  resolution  of  the  House,  to  be 
mutually  delivered  by  the  petitioners,  and  sitting  members 
to  each  other,  giving  the  several  heads  of  objection,'  and 
distinguishing  the  same  against  the  names  of  the  voters  in- 
tended to  be  opposed. 

And  now  by  stat.  53  G.  3,  c.  71,  it  is  required,  that  in  all 
controverted  Elections  or  returns  for  Great  Britain,  all  the 


ft  Petersfield,1775.  3  Doug.  3.  See     hampton,  1  Fras.  151,  102.  2  Peck, 
4  Doug.  123.    1  Lud.  415.    3  Lud.     523. 


405.  JkU.  455.  Clifford,  354.   lPeck, 
2B9.  2  Peck,  3,4. 

(*)4Doug.53. 

(c)  1  Lud.  109.  But  see  the  con- 
tradictory cases  collected  in  2  Peck, 
370.   n. 

<«)DowDton,  3  Lud.  195,204.  Oke- 


C)  Bristol,  1  Doug.  245.  N.  Ber- 
wick, 2  Doug.  496. 

COSeaford,  3  Lud.  35.  Honiton,  * 
Lud.  164. 

')  Dowoton,  3  Lud.  176.  Steyaior 
2  Fras.  4037, 
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parties  complaining  or  defending,  shall  deliver  soch  lists  JJ^ig^jJ, 
to  the  clerk  of  the  House,  to  be  kept  in  his  office  for  the  in-  *>  voter*. 
spection  of  all   parties  concerned.      Upon  controverted ' 
Elections  for  Scotland,  or  for  counties  in    England   and 
Wales,  the  lists  must  be  delivered  ten  days  before  the  day 
appointed  to  consider  the  petition,  upon  others  five  days/-) 

No  objection  can  be  heard  at  the  trial  unless  set  forth  in 
the  list  delivered,  and  even  that  limitation  may  be  nar- 
rowed by. a  direction  from  the  Committee  to  a  counsel  op* 
posing  a  voter,  to  name  such  of  the  objections  specified  in 
the  list  as  he  means  to  rely  upon/*) 

It  has  been  holden  that  the  party  establishing  a  vote[need 
not  address  his  evidence  to  objections,  which  though  made 
had  not  been  discussed/0)  If,  however,  a  counsel  in  sup- 
porting a  vote,  discloses  by  his  examination  in  chief,  a  de- 
fect not  set  forth  in  the  opponent's  list,  the  counsel  for  the 
opponent  may  take  advantage  of  that  disclosure,  and  im- 
peach the  vote  for  that  defect/O 

The  Middlesex  Committee   made  a  resolution    to  this* 
effect,  that  where  the  description  on  the  poll  was  insuf-  - 
ficient,  it  might  be  taken  advantage  of,  though  not  sped-' 
fied  in  the  list  of*  objections/*)    But  no.  advantage  can  be 
taken  of  the  omission  of  some  collateral  act  required  by 
the  legislature  to  give  validity  to  a  legal  instrument  from 
which  the  voter  derives  his  freehold,  as  the  registry  of  an 
annuity  deed,  unless  specified  in  the  list//  > 

Jt  is  necessary  that  these  objections  should  be  accurately 
stated,  that  the  evidence  produced  to  sustain  them  may 
have  a  direct  application,  since  an  objection  founded  upon 
one  cause  of  disqualification  can  only  be  supported  by  evi- 
dence of  the  same.  Thus  where  the  objection  was  want  of 
possession  for  a  year,  evidence  to  impeach  the  freehold  was 
rejected/')  Where  the  objections  were  t€  no  freehold,"  "  no ' 
"  freehold  as  described  on  the  poll,"  the  Committee  would  * 
not  allow  any  inquiry  as  to  the  year's  possession/*)  The 
objection  was  "  no  freehold ;"  in  the  poll  book,  the  voter 
had  given  in  his  freehold  as  a  rent  reserved,  and  evidence 


(«)  53  G.  3,  c.  71.  s.  1.  before  53  G.  3,  c.  71.  ante. 

(*)  Middx.  2  Peck,  45-6.  (/)  Glost  148. 

O  Gloster,  28.  O  Glost  115. 

.  (<*)  Middx. 2  Peck,  47-3.'  (*)  Midd.  2  Peck,  50. 

C)  Middx.  2  Peck,  52.  This  was 
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V^dfiStkm  waB  °Butt&  to  prore  It  a  rent  charge,  which  was  not  allowed 
to  voters.  under  the  objection  of  "  no  freehold."**)  Objection  "  no 
"  freehold,"  "  no  freehold  as  described  on  the  poll  not  duly 
assessed ;"  evidence  that  the  voter  had  no  freehold  in  the 
occupation  of  the  tenant  named  on  the  poll  was  rejected/*) 
Objection  "  not  assessed,"  the  voter  voted  for  a  share  in 
Fnlham  Bridge,  the  property  was  rated  in  the  name  of  the 
proprietors  of  Fnlham  Bridge  ;  to  prove  the  voter  a  pro- 
prietor, a  conveyance  was  produced  to  one  of  the  same 
name,  the  Committee  refused  to  receive  evidence  that  this 
was  not  the  voter ;  no  specific  objection  had  been  made  that 
the  voter  had  no  freehold,  or  no  such  freehold  as  described 
on  the  poll/*) 

There  were  two  men  of  the  same  name  and  place  who 
polled  for  the  sitting  member,  one  was  objected  to  as  not 
assessed ;  it  was  understood  to  be  the  sense  of  the  Com- 
mittee, that  he  should  be  identified  by  the  petitioner  before 
the  objection  could  be  entered  upon/*)  So  in  the  Gloster- 
shire  case,  where  there  were  three  pf  the  same  name  and 
place,  the  Committee  resolved,  "  thatasseveralJohn  Bal- 
"  lingers  appear  on  the  poll,  the  evidence  shall  be  confined 
"  to  John  Ballinger,  who  polled  on  the  first  day  ."CO  The 
votes  of  persons  objected  to  by  wrong  names  were  not* 
allowed  to  be  questioned//) 

Evidence  of  do  freehold  will  support  an  objection  of  no 
freehold  of  40*/r)  So  evidence  that  the  freehold  is  out  of 
the  county,  will  support  the  objections  of  "  no  freehold,"  no 
freehold  as  described  on  the  poll,  no  freehold  in  the  division 
for  which  he  voted/*) 

Immaterial  statements  in  the  list,  though  erroneous,  will 
not  vitiate  the  objection,  nor  shut  out  evidence  of  the  ma- 
terial parts/0  The  voter's  residence  being  mis-stated,  it 
was  contended  by  the  sitting  member,  that  although  the 
statement  of  residence  was  unnecessary,  yet  being  stated 
incorrectly,  the  objection  could  not  be  gone  into,  but  the 
Committee  decided  otherwise,  and  proceeded  to  examine 
the  vote/*) 


(•)  Gloat.  121.  (/)  Middx.  £  Peck,  49. 50. 

<»)  Middx.  £  Peck,  50.  (*)  Gloat  105. 

<•)  Middx.  £  Peck,  51.  (*)  Middx.  £  Peck,  50. 

(*) £  Lud.  517.  (0  *  P«<*.  49. 

<•)  Glost  186.  (*)  Rid.  49. 
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In  the  discussion  pf  disputed  votes,  a  Committee  will 
sometimes  hear  the  case  of  a  single  voter  redargued/-) 

Parties  be/ore  the  Committee. 

The  candidates  at  the  Election  are  not  in  all  cases  the  ***"• 
only  parties  before  the  Committee ;  when  the  petition 
contains  matter  of  complaint  against  a  returning  officer, 
which  may  subject  him  to  the  censure  of  the  HotTse,  he  is 
allowed  one  counsel  to  attend  on  his  behalf;  <»>  and  where 
the  rights  of  electors  not  being  parties  to  the  petition  are 
unexpectedly  put  in  jeopardy  in  the  course  of  the  trial, 
they  may  be  heard  upon  the  subject  in  which  their  interests 
are  concerned. 

Thus  where  the  candidates  at  the  time  of  the  poll  were 
apparently  agreed  upon  the  right  .of  Election,  but  in  the 
Committee,  when  the  petitioner's  counsel  had  finished  his 
opening,  the  sitting  members  declared  their  intention  to 
dispute  the  right,  and  mutual  statements  were  accordingly 
delivered  and  the  right  argued,  the  Committee  resolved 
that  the  electors,  no  petition  having  been  presented  by 
any  of  them,  might  be  heard  by  themselves  or  counsel.  <c> 

So  where  the  sitting  member  withdrew  from  the  trial, 
upon  proof  of  his  disqualification,  the  Committee  resolved, 
that  the  voters  in  his  interest,  who  were  petitioners,  might 
be  heard  touching  any  matters  concerning  them.  M> 

Counsel 

Not  more  than  two  counsel  on  each  side  are  heard  before  Counsel. 
the  Committee,  but  an  additional  one  may  be  in  attend- 
ance to  act  in  the  absence  of  either  of  the  others.  How- 
ever numerous  the  petitions  may  be,  if  they  are  in  sub-  * 
stance  the  same,  the  petitioners  are  heard  but  by  two 
counsel.  Where  amongst  other  things  the  right  was 
questioned  3>y  the  petitioning  candidate,  the  Committee, 
after  allowing  that  liberty  had  been  sometimes  granted, 
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(•)  Fowey,  Corb.  Dan.  145-fi.  (•)  Weymouth,  Melcombe  Regis, 

(»)1  Peek,  77, 146-**.  S  Peck,  107. 

(fi  Coventry,  1  Peck,  M. 
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c«unse4.  refused  to  hear  the  counsel  for  the  electors,  stating,  that  a 
year  was  allowed  lor  an  appeal  principally,  that  the  elec- 
tors might  have  an  opportunity  of  disputing  the  right  if 
they  chose.  <•)  And  this  rule  applies  to  the  sitting  mem- 
bers, where  their  grounds  of  defence  are  the  same*  But 
where  the  interest  of  the  different  parties  before  the  Com- 
mittee rest  upon  different  grounds  and  are  clearly  distin- 
guishable, each  candidate  and  sitting  member  is  allowed 
two  counsel,  and  the  electors  are  heard  by  theirs. 

Thus  where  the  right  of  Election  was  disputed,  and 
petitions  presented  both  from  candidates  and  electors  ;  as 
their  interest  were  not  directly  the  same,  that  of  the  can- 
didates being  confined  to  the  particular  return,  that  of  the 
electors  extending  to  the  permanent  right  of  Election,  the 
counsel  for  the  electors  was  heard  when  the  case  of  the 
candidates  was  concluded.  W 

The  like  offer  to  hear  the  counsel  for  the  electors  was 
made  in  the  Chippenham  case. (C) 

But  where  separate  petitions  were  presented  by  different 
electors  against  the  right  of  Election  determined  by  a 
former  Committee,  as  the  object  and  interests  of  the  dif- 
ferent petitioners  were  the  same,  the  Committee  resolved, 
that  counsel  should  be  heard  for  one  set  of  petitioners 
only.  C*> 

Order  of  Hearing. 

The  order  of  hearing  the  parties  is  commonly  as  fellows. 
1st.  The  petitioning  candidates,  as  their  petitions  are 
classed  in  the  House ;  next  the  electors,  if  the  right  of 
Election  is  disputed ;  and  upon  double  returns,  the  candi- 
date whose  name  is  first  in  the  return,  or  is  immediately 
annexed  to  the  writ. 

But  this  mode  is  occasionally  departed  from,  when  the 
necessity  of  justice  requires  it;  and  the  order  of  hearing 
.the  parties  is  arranged  according  to  the  convenience  of 
the  case. 

In  the  Middlesex  case,  where,  amongst  other  things, 
the  conduct  of  the  returning  officer  was  complained  of,  after 


(•)  Dorchester,  1  Fras.  3S5.  O  Chippenham,  1  peck,  971. 

(*)  Iiskevd,  1  Peck,  145.  00  Uskeard  Appeal.  *  Pick,  JIT 
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the  petitioner's  case  was  concluded,  and  the  counsel'  for  cowiei. 
the.  retaining  officer  had  opened  his  case,  the  Committee 
decided,  Ijiat  the  case  for  the  sitting  member  should  be 
opened  before  the  'witnesses  if  ere  called  for  the  returning 
officer.  <"> 

Nor  is  the  Select  Committee  bound  in  respect  to  the  se- 
paration of  the  parties,  by  the  form  of  proceeding  pre- 
viously adopted  by  the  House  upon  the  ballot. 

Thus  in  the  Herefordshire  case  <*)  there  was  no  petition 
from  any  person  claiming  to  be  returned,  but  different 
electors  presented  separate  petitions,  each  petition  being 
against  a  different  sitting  member ;  the  House  had  refused 
to  distinguish  them  upon  the  ballot,  yet  when  the  case 
came  before  the  Select  Committee,  the  petitions  appearing 
wholly  unconnected,  the  petitioners  were  heard  separately, 
and  the  sitting  members  ordered  to  reply,  either  jointly  or 
separately  as  they  chose. 

Of  certain  matters  of  Evidence  relating  to    Election  Pe- 
titions* 

1st.  Of  the  polk 

2nd.  Of  the  minutes  of  committees. 

3rd.  Of  private  documents. 

4th.  Of  agency. 
The  legal  custody  of  the  poll  book  is  with  the  clerk  of  Of  the  poll. 
the  peace,  but  if  it  has  not  been  deposited  with  him,  the 
Committee  will  make  an  order  upon  any  person  who  has 
the  actual  possession,  to  produce  it  <c> 

The  poll  is  the  best  evidence  of  an  Election,  and  what' 
persons  were  candidates  and  voters,  O  and  should  be 
produced,  or  the  Committee  will  refuse  to  proceed  with  a 
case ;  <*>  but  like  all  other  written  instruments,  it  must  be  " 
authenticated  before  it  is  received  in  evidence. 

In  county  Elections  in  England,  the  sheriff  pr  returning  - 
officer  is  required,  within  twenty  days  after  the  Election,  to 
deliver  over  upon  oath  to  the  clerk  of  the  peace  all  the   " 
poll  books  without  any  alteration,  &c.  (/) 


<•>  e  Peck,  23.  (f>  Limerick,  Corb.  Dan.  92. 

**)  1  Feck,  185.  O  Ncwcastie-under-Lynt,  1  Peek. 

O  Herefards,  1  Peek,  908.  Loo-    492. 
4oo,  £  Peck,  270.  (/)  10  Ann,  c.  S3, 8.  5. 

K 
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of  the  poll.  All  it  is  to  be  presumed,  that  public  officers  have  per* 
formed  what  the  law  require*,  unless  something  ap- 
pears to  rebut  this  presumption,  the  production  of  the 
poll  book  by  the  clerk  of  the  peace  makes  it  evidence ; 
but  it  has  been  received,  even  where  the  requisition  of 
this  statute  was  not  complied  with.  The  under  sheriff  had 
kept  the  poll  books  since  the  Election,  not  being  aware  of 
the  statute ;  they  had  been  brought  to  London  by  his  clerk, 
the  witness  who  produced  them  ;  the  Committee  after  deli- 
beration declared,  "  that  they  did  not  take  upon  them  to 
"  decide  in  whom  the  legal  possession  of  the  books  was, 
"  but  that  they  would  receive  them  from  the  person  who 
«  had  the  aotual  possession  of  them.  <a> 

So  the  Yorkshire  Committee,  in  1735,  received  the  poll 
in  evidence  under  the  following  circumstances.  Books 
called  the  original  poll  books  of  the  .last  Election, 
were  produced  by  the  deputy  clerk  of  the  peace  for  the 
East  riding  of  the  county ;  they  had  been  delivered  over 
to  him  by  the  high  sheriff  of  the  said  county  in  open  court, 
at  the  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  for  the  said  riding, 
about  two  months  after  the  Election,  as  the  original  poll 
taken  at  the  said  Election,  and  had  been  kept  by  him  the  said 
deputy  clerk  ever  since,  among  the  records  of  the 
sessions  of  the  peace  for  the  said  riding ;  these  books, 
though  not  delivered  over  fry  the  iheriff  within  the  time, 
nor  upon  oath,  as  required  by  the  10th  Ann,  &c.  were 
admitted  in  evidence*  (*) 

But  where  the  clerk  of  the  peace  produced  twelve  paper 
books,  delivered  to  him  by  the  under  sheriff  as  the  poll- 
books,  which  were  taken  at  different  places,  some  by  the 
sheriff's  agents,  and  others  by  agents  for  the  candidates, 
but  he  could  not  distinguish  which  of  them  made  the 
sheriff's  poll,  and  none  of  the  books  being  either  sworn  to 
or  attested  by  the  sheriff,  the  Committee  did  not  think  them 
sufficient  to  proceed  upou.  (C> 

So  where  the  poll  was  produced  by  the  clerk  of  the 
peace,  who  stated  he  hail  received  it  from  the  assessor  to 
the  returning  officer,  the  Committee  refused  to  receive  it  in 
evidence,  as  not  properly  authenticated.  W) 


<•>  Htreferds,  I  Peck,  908*  (*)  Bucks, 2  Jour.  80.  2  Peck,  SfUn. 

(»;  22  Journ.  567.  2  Peck,  270.  n.  (ft  Du.ag«mu,  1  Roe,  711. 
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There  is  a  similar  provision  for  the  delivery  of  the  poll,  to  of  the  poll. 
the  clerk  of  the  peace  in  all  Irish  Elections,  for  counties,  ("> 
and  for  counties  of  cities,  and  counties  of  towns.  <*) 

Before  this  regulation  for  counties  of  cities  aad  towns  la 
Ireland  was  provided,  the  following  points  were  decided 
upon  the  authentication  of  the  poll.  A  person  who  was 
both  town  clerk,  and  clerk  of  the  peace  for  the  county  and 
city  of  limerick,  attended  before  the  Committee  and  stated, 
that  the  sheriff*  were  the  returning  officers,  and  that  from 
one  of  them  he  received  the  poll  a  few  days  after  the 
Election ;  that  the  poll,  book  was  sealed  up  in  a  parcel 
when  he  received  it ;  and  that  it  continued  so  sealed  up 
in  his  possession  ever  since.  It  was  objected*  that  this 
was  not  sufficient  evidence  to  shew,  that  the  poll  proposed 
to  be  produced  was  the  poll  taken  at  the  Election ;  and 
the  objection  was  allowed.  <c> 

But  where  it  appeared  that  the  sheriff  having  signed  the 
poll  at  the  termination  of  the  Election,  immediately  gave  it 
back  to  the  poll  clerk,  who  kept  it  scarcely  a  day  to  make 
tome  minor  alterations  in  some  of  the  entries ;  that  the 
sheriff  afterwards  delivered  it  at  the  office  ef  the  clerk  of 
the  peace ;  and  being  present  before  the  Committee,  gave 
evidence  that  the  poll  then  produced  by  the  clerk  of  the 
peace  was  the  same  he  signed  and  left  at  his  office ;  the 
Committee  received  it  in  evidence.  W 

The  production  of  the  original  poll  as  a  preliminary 
step- to  the  determination  of  the  merits,  has  been  held 
necessary  in  the  case  of  an  Irish  petition,  although  the 
commissioners  had  returned  such  of  its  contents  as  were 
sufficient  for  the  trial  of  the  cause.  A  Committee  having 
issued  a  commission  into  Ireland  to  take  evidence  under 
the  42d  O.  3,  c.  106,  met  again  after  adjournment  to  try 
the  merits  of  the.  Election  upon  the  evidence  returned 
under  the  commission;  it  was  contended  by  the  sitting 
member,  that  the  petitioner  must  produce  the  original 
poll  book,  but  it  being  mentioned,  that  the  petitioner  had 
taken  the  precaution  of  bringing  over  the  poll  from  Ire- 
land, and  had  tendered  it  in  evidence  on  the  first  day  of 
the  sitting  of  the  Committee  in  the  last  session  (when  they 


<•)  35  G.  3,  c.  29,  s.  16,  Ireland.:  ;  J        fr)  LiBMrkk,  Corb.  D«i.  89. 
C»)  4  G.  4,  c.  55,  s.  76.     .  (<>  Pushed*  Corb.  D*u  W- 
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of  the  poU.  met  to  issue  the  commission)  bat  no  entry  had  been, made 
en,  the  minutes,  and  the  Commissioners  had  emitted,  to 
return  the  poll  boots  which  had  been  sent  back  to  Ireland, 
after  its  production,  the  Committee  resolved,  that  the  pro- 
duction of  the  poU  was  necessary,  but  that  the  omission 
not  being  impotable  to  the  petitioner,  it  should  not  be 
permitted  to  destroy  or  suspend  the  proceedings.  <"> 

But  an  admission,  by  one,  of  the  parties,,  that  certain 
persons  roted  for  him,  supersedes  the  necessity  of  proving 
that  fact  (*>  by  the  production  of  the  poll. 

When  a  poll  has  been  taken  at.  an  Election  for  a  city  or 
borough,  that  also,  when  authenticated,  is  the  best  evi- 
dence of  the  Election,  the  candidates,  and  voters ;  and 
there  are  several  decisions  as  to  the  proof  required  to 
authenticate  as  polls,  certain  papers .  which  purport  to ,  be 
polls. 

The  under  sheriff  for  the  city  of  Bristol  being  called  to 
produce  the  poll,  stated,  that  there  were  four  places  at 
which  the  poll  was  taken ;  that  he  waa  present  during  the 
whole  Election,  and  took  the  poll  at  one  of  the  places 
himself;  that  the  poll  was  taken  at  the  other,  three  places 
by  his  son,  his  partner,  and  his  clerk ;  that  the  books  he 
had  to  produee  were  those  whieh  were  given  to  them  to 
take  the  poll  in;  that  he  collected  and  cast  up  all  the 
polls  every  evening,  as  under  sheriff;  that  he  collected 
and  kept  the  different  poll  books  in  his  custody  each 
night,  and  gave  them  out  to  the  same  persons,  who  were 
the  sworn  poll  clerks  every  morning ;  and  that  at  the  close 
of  the  poll,  he  collected  the  different  books  and  declared 
the  numbers.  The  Committee  determined,  that  the  pojl 
books  should  be  received  in  evidence.  (c> 

The  person  who  was  town  clerk  and  under  sheriff  pro- 
duced the  poll  book,  and  stated,,  he  believed  he  had  re- 
ceived it  from  the  sworn  poll  clerk  (whom  he  knew  as  poll 
clerk)  soon  after  the  Election ;  it  remained  unaltered  ever 
since  in  his  custody,  which  was  the  proper  custody.  The 
Committee  resolved,  that  the  poll  book  was  not  sufficiently 
proved.    On.  the  next  day,  however,  the  poll,  clerk  ap- 


(")  Waterford,   1  Peck,  233-6.    It  such  parts  of  his  case  as  were  un- 

was  held,  however,  by  subsequent  connected  with  documents  n«t  before 

resolutions,   that  the  production  of  the  Committee, 

the  poll  was  necessary*  and  the  pe>  (*)  Ibid.  240.. 

titioner  was  directed  to  proceed  with  (c)  Bristol,  Corb.  Dan.  8T-8.. 
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peaved,  and  proved  the  poll  book  to  be  in   his  hand-  oftfc#i*>n. 
witting,  the  same  he  took  «t  the  poll,  and  that  ho  deli- 
vered it  at  the  close  ofthepcil,  either  to  the  town  clerk 
•T;  assessor.    Upon  which  the   Committee   received   the 
fceok£n<*>  evidence. 

A  paper  purporting  to  be  the  copy  of  a  former  poll  wee 
found  amongst  family  papers  of  a  gentleman  of  fortune  in 
the  borough ;  it  was  in  the  hand- writing  of  a  man  who  was 
clerk  to  the>  gentleman's  ancestor,  the  recorder,  and  upon 
it  was  a  memorandum  by  the  recorder,  and  with  it  a  letter 
to  him  from  one  of  the  corporation,  upon  the  Election ;  all 
Ins  papers  in  the  borough  wave  proved  to  have  been  lost; 
s  smd  the  Committee  received  the  evidence.  <•> 

8e>  they  received  the  copy  of  a  former  soil  found  in  the 
corporation  chest,  and  indorsed  by  the  town  clerk.  (*> 

But  copies  of  polls  at  two  contested  Elections,  found 
amongst  the  papers  of  die  member  who  sat  in  consequence 
of  those  Elections  were  not  received.  W 

So  a  paper  entitled,  "  A  true  copy  of  the  poll/'  &c.  to 
which  the  hand-writing  was  not  proved,  found  in  a  family 
repository  of  deeds  and  papers,  was  rejected.  CO  And  in  tbe 
fiteyning  case,  several  papers  purporting  to  be  polls  taken 
*  at  different  Election*  long  past,  found  not  in  the  corpora* 
tion  oh  est,  nor  amongst  the  papers  of  the  person  who 
appeared  to  have  been  the  proper  officer  to  take  the 
pells,,  or  his  representatives,  but  of  one  who  was  steward 
of  the  borough  after  the  period  to  which  two  of  the  polls 
related,  were  rejected.  CO 

.  Although  the  polls  are  the  best  evidence  of  the  matters  Evidence  to 
thef  contain,  yet  the  cheque  books  have  been  admitted  to  (EST*  th* 
correct  and  amend  the  poll  books,  <*>  and  parol  evidence 
was  held  admissible  to  correct  both,  where  notice  of  the  mis- 
take was  given  to  the  sheriff  at  the  Election,  <*>  But  a 
different  rule  was  laid  down  in  the  Middlesex  case,  and 
no  evidence  allowed  to  alter  the  poll ;  though  where  the 
name  taken  down  by  the  poll  clerk  was  similar  in  sound 
to  the  real  description  of  the  voter,  the  Committee  held  a 


O  Charter,  Corb.  Dm.  78.  (/)  2  Fras.  310,  &c 

C*>  Sfttash,  2  Lad.  A*?*.  O  Gloster,  162.  Bedford*,  1  End. 

O  Okehamptoo,  1  Fn*,***  .356. 

00  Harwich,  1  Peck,  380.  (*)  Bedford's/,  i  Lud.   382.    Vii. 

f  )  Dowaton,  1  Lad.  276.  375. 
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roVrecMh!?    variance  as  the  mistake  of  the  clerk,  rather  than  a  misdev 
P011'  scription  of  the  voter,  if  the  similarity  justified  them.  <*> 

It  was  resolved  by  the  GlocestersKire  Committee,  that 
the  counsel  should  not  adduce  evidence  to  contradict  the 
descriptions  or  entries  in  the  poll  books,  trat  that  evidence 
might  be  adduced  to  explain  them.  (*> 


2.  Of  the  Minutes  of  Committees:  % 

It  is  a  rule  of  law  that  a  judgment  is  in  all  oases  admis- 
sible as  proof  of  the  fact  that  such  judgment  took  place, 
and  of  its  legal  consequences ;  but  when  adduced  as  proof 
of  the  matters  on  which  it  is  founded,  it  is  only  admissible 
.against  such  as  were  parties  to  the  judgment,  or  those  who 
stand  in  privity  with  them.  <c) 

The  minutes  of  a  former  Committee  were  offered  to  prove, 
that  there  were  such  proceedings  as  the  petition  set  forth', 
that  the  only  evidence  Hi  those  proceedings  against  A.  B. 
was  evidence  of  bribery  and  treating,  that  the  Committee 
declared  A.  B.  not  duly  elected,  and  that  such  declaration 
therefore  was  in  fact  a  determination,  that  A.  B.  had  been 
guilty  of  bribery  and  treating ;  the  Committee  received 
the  evidence,  <<*>  and  their  decision  was  according  to  law ; 
for  the  proceedings  were  not  tendered  as  evidence-  that 
A.  B.  had  been  guilty  of  bribery  and  treating,  but  merely 
that  he  had  been  declared  so  by  a  Committee. 

But  the  minutes  of  a  former  Committee  being  tendered 
to  prove,  that  the  premises  granted  to  certain  disputed 
voters  were  the  same,  and  the.  conveyances  of  the  same 
nature,  and  made  under  the  same  circumstances  as  in*  a 
former  case,  in  which  former  case  the  Committee  had 
struck  off  the  votes  given  in  right  of  them,  ware  re- 
jected. <*> 

Where  a  witness  on  a  former  petition  has  been  shewn 
to  be  dead,  his  evidence  has  been  read  from  the  miawftes 
taken  upon  that  petition.  <S) 


(■)  2  Peck,  52,  (*)  2  Worwfch,  3  Lnd.  459,  474-7. 

0)  Gloster,  139.  (*)  Okehampton,  l  Peck,  375. 

CO  See  SUrkie,  187-8,  190,  (/)  Sjteyaiog,  2  Fras.  335, 


PftOCftfeMNGS  BEfOftE  COMMttttttf.  N    t0$ 


•  3.  Of  Private  Documents. 

Under  the  authority  of  the  statute,  1*  6.  S,  o.  16,  s.  19, 
"  to  send  for  papers  and  records,"  the  Committee  will 
neither  compel,  nor  allow  the  production  of  certain  docu- 
ments to  impeach  a  voter's  title,  without  the  consent  of 
those  interested  in  them ;  but  evidence  of  the  same  facts 
which  the  document  would  have  proved,  may  be  given  by 
secondary  means. 

Thus  in  the  Middlesex  case,  (a>  the  Committee  resolved , 
that  it  was  irregular  to  serve  orders  on  voters  to  produce 
their  title  deeds,  and  directed  such  as  had  been  issued  to 
be  recalled.  The  same  was  holden  in  the  Bedfordshire 
case.  (*>  So  a  voter  is  not  bound  to  produce  his  appoint- 
men*  as  parish  clerk.  cc)  Nor  a  trustee  a  deed  of  trust, 
without  the  consent  of  the  cestui  que  trust.  W>  But  where 
estates  had  been  conveyed  to  trustees  to  sell  for  the  pay- 
ment of  debts,  and  the  purchase  money  being  insufficient 
to  cover  the  amount  of  the  debts,  the  cestuique  trust  had 
refused  to  join  in  any  conveyance  to  the  purchaser,  whereby 
the  legal  estate  remained  still  in  the  trustees,  the  Com- 
mittee compelled  a  person  in  possession  of  the  deeds  to 
produce  them,  one  of  the  trustees  being  present  and  con- 
senting, though  against  thedesire  of  the  cestuique  trust.  <*> 
The  books  of  the  Society  of  Lincoln's  Inn  were  not  re- 
ceived '  to  impeach  a  voter's  title  to  his  freehold//)  Nor 
'Hie  court  rolls  of  a  manor  for  the  same  purpose  against 
the  lord's  consent ;  nor  was  the  steward  compelled  to  pro- 
dace  them;  though  he  had  the  lord's  consent,  or  to  give 
evidence  of  their  contents.  O  And  where  the  lord  of  the 
manor  forbade  the  steward  to  produce  the  court  rolls, 
the  prohibition  was  holden  to  extend  to  the  bailiff's 
account  books  as  documents  in  the  hands  of  an  inferior 
officer  of  the  manor.  (A> 

But  parol  testimony,  or- writings  with  the  consent  of 
those  interested  in  ^them,  may  supply  the  place  of  the 


(•)  2  Peck,  133.  C)  Coventry,  1  Peck,  M-fc. 

(»)  2  Lad.  508.  (/)  Middx.  2  Peck,  119. 

C)  Middx.  2  Peck,  133.  O  Ibid.  123. 

<.<)  Ibid.  118.  (*)  Ibid.  124. 
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Private  docu-  proofs  contained  in  the  documents  which  axe  withholfUn. 

inents.  r 

As  where  the  lord  objected  to  the  production  of  court 
rolls,  a.  copy  of  the  voter's  admission  to  his  copyhold 
voluntarily  given  by  him  to  the  witness  for  the  purpose, 
was  received  to  impeach  his  right  of  voting,  <a)  So  where 
a  voter  refused  to  produce  his  title  deeds,  the. memorial  of 
a  conveyance  to  him  was  received  to  destroy  a  presump- 
tion, that  the  estate  for  which  he  voted  was  in  a  third 
person.  (*>  But  the  copy  of  a  voter's  admission  produced 
by  another  who  had  no  interest  in  the  copyhold  in  ques- 
tion, though  a  tenant  of  the  manor  <c>  was  rejected,  though 
he  was  allowed  to  prove  that  he  had  seen  the  voter 
admitted  to  some  premises  in  the  manor.  (*)  Voters  having 
refused^  to  produce  their  title  deeds  to  burgage  tenements, , 
parol  evidence  was  received  of  their  contents.  <*>  When 
Irish  Committees  are  appointed  to  take  evidence  in  Ireland 
under  an  order  of  a  Select  Committee,  "  and  documentary 
evidence  is  received  by  them,"  an  authentic  copy1  of 
original  evidence  tendered  to  the  Commissioners,  returned 
by  them  to  the  Committee,  is  evidence  before  the  Com- 
mittee. (/> 

4.  Agency. 

It  has  been  frequently  disputed  before  Committees,  whe- 
ther in  order  to  affect  a  candidate  with  an  act  of  bribery 
committed  by  another  person,  it  is  necessary  first  to  prove 
such  other  the  agent  of  the  candidate ;  ox  whether  evi- 
dence of  the  bribery  may  be  adduced  before  the  agency  is 
established. 

If  the  judgments  of  men  were  never  biassed  by  con- 
siderations foreign  to  the  question  in  dispute,  it  would 
be  a  matter  of  indifference,  whether  the  agency  or  the 
bribery  were  first  established.  But  as  tew  men  would 
be  able  to  examine  with  unbiassed  minds,  whether  A.  were 
the  agent  of  B.  for  the  purpose  of  bribery,  after  it  was 
once  established  that  A.  had  been  bribing  voters  to  poll 


C)  Middx.  2  Peck,  124.  (d)  Jiidm  131> 

(*)  Ibid.  132.  c«)  East  Qrinstead,  1  Pack*  8*0, 

(•)  2  Peck,  129.  a;  Waterfbrd,  1  Peck,  237. 
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for  B.,  the  order  in  which  these  facts  shall  be  proved  is  Mwcy. 
often  a  matter  of  great  practical  importance. 

And  accordingly  upon  questions  of  bribery,  this  point 
has  almost  invariably  been  raised,  and  Committees  have 
come  to  opposite  decisions;  some  admitting  evidence  of 
bribery  in  the  first  instance,  C)  others  requiring  that  agency 
should  be  previously  established/*) 

Bat  supposing  it  to  be  decided,  that  agency  must  first 
be  prored,  the  next  question  is,  what  facts  will  amount 
to  proof  of  agency.  Where  an  agent  is  employed  for  an 
unlawful  purpose,  it  is  obvious,  that  care  will  be  taken  to 
avoid  furnishing  evidence  of  the  engagement.  The  rela- 
tion therefore  must  commonly  be  inferred  from  a  variety  of 
minute  circumstances ;  and  as  the  slightest  shades  of  dif- 
ference- may.  lead  the  mind  to  opposite  conclusions,  it  is 
not  always  possible  to  reconcile  the  decisions  upon. this 
subject. 

In  the  Mitchel  petition,  proof  that  A.  was  the  steward 
of  Lord  F.  on  whose  interest  the  petitioner  stood,  that  A. 
and  the. petitioner  resided  in  the- same  house  during  the 
Election,  and  that  they  canvassed  the  town  together,  was 
held  insufficient  to  establish  the  fact  of  agency.  <c> 

A  particular  authority  to  pay  for  the  subsistence  of  non- 
resident, voters,  was  holden  not  sufficient  proof  of  a  general 
agency,  so  as  to  let-in  evidence  of  the  employment,  and 
payment  of  .resident  voters.  CO  Yet  where  a  man  was 
agent  for  all  lawful  purposes  of  the  Election,  and  gave 
general  directions,  that  the  orders  of  a  sub-agent  should 
be  complied  with,  the  orders  of  the  sub-agent  as  to  an  un- 
lawful purpose,  viz.  the  treating  the  voters,  were  held  to 
affect  the  principal.  <*> 

Where  an  attorney  of  the  town  had  attended  the  candi- 
date .before  and  during  the  Election,  had  accompanied 
him  in  his  canvass  and  solicited  votes  for  him,  and  was 
described  by  a  witness  as  appearing  to  be  his  agent,  and  had 
afterwards  paid  the  expense  which  had  been  incurred  by 


(■)  Bristol,  1.  Doug.  279.  Ivelches-        O  Mitchel,    1  Lud.     89.      Vide 
ter,  3  Doug.  159.    Ibid.  1  Lud.  470.     Petrie,  509,  referring  to  p.  77-  Corb. 
Jbid.  l  Peck,  303.    Dumfernling,  1     Dan.  62 . 
Peck,  15.    Bridgwater,  Ibid.  102.  (/)  Durham,  2  Peck,  185. . 

<*)  Norwich,  3  Lud.  451.    Hindon         («)  Middx.  2  Peck,  31. 
1  Doug.  175.    Shaits.  2  Doug.  309. 
Worcester,. 3  Doug.  262.     Durham, 
8  Peck,  185. 
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tions. 


opening  a  house  where  the  voters  were  entertained,  thv 
Committee  received  evidence  of  his  conversation  at  the 
time  he  paid  the  money,  as  against  the  candidate.  (a> 

A  candidate  who  declined  in  favour  of  the  sitting  mem- 
ber,  was  not  regarded  in  the  light  of  an  agent,  so  as  to 
affect  the  latter  by  his  acts,  <*j>  Nor  will  the  sheriff  be 
criminally  implicated  by  conversations  of  the  under  sheriff 
in  his  absence.  <c> 

Upon  an  indictment  for  conspiracy,  proof  of  concert  and 
connection  mnst,  in  general,  be  given  before  the  defendant 
can  be  affected  by  the  acts  of  others.  M> 

Bnt  where  the  petitioners'  counsel  opened  a  case  of  con- 
spiracy between  the  sitting  members  and  certain  electors 
and  others,  evidence  of  the  acts  of  the  latter  was  received 
before  any  proof  given  of  their  connection  with  the  sitting 
member*  (*> 

There  are  certain  confidential  relations  which  the  law 
recognizes,  and  forbidB  persons  who  are  within  them  from 
disclosing  matters  which  they  know  in  consequence  of 
such  relations ;  as  those  between  a  client  and  his  counsel, 
or  attorney.  And  though  an  agent  at  an  Election  has  in 
some  instances,  under  this  principle,  been  privileged  from 
disclosing  before  Committees,  what  might  affect  the  in- 
terests of  his  employer,  it  was  an  extension  of  the  privilege 
not  warranted  by  the  law ;  since  the  principle  to  be  colt 
looted  from  the  oases,  appears  to  confine  it  to  counsel,  soli- 
citors, and  attorneys.  </) 

A  Committee,  however,  has  decided,  that  an  avowed 
agent  should  not  be  allowed  to  prove,  treating  by  the  can* 
didate  who  employed  him.  <*>  That  agents  should  not  be 
examined,  touching  the  contents  of  deeds  or  writings  which 
they  had  been  permitted  to  inspect  as  agents,  <*>  That 
a  person  confidentially  employed  by  a  voter,  to  draw  a 
deed  which  the  voter  refused  to  produce,  should  not  be 
examined  as  to  the  contents  of  it.  O 

But  an  attorney  professionally  employed,  was  compelled 
to  disclose  acts  done  by  him,  not  necessarily  within  his 


(°)  N.  Windsor,  2  Peck,  194. 
(»)  E.  Retford,  1  Peck,  479. 
O  Middx.  2  Peck,  33. 
(<*)  Starkie,  401. 
<•)  Corb.  Dan.  256. 


(/)  See  Starkie,  E.  396. 

(*)  Carmarthens,  1  Peck,  293. 

(*)  Gloster,  26. 

(0  Middx.  2  Pack,  1*. 
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professional    duty,  such    as    going   to    the   candidate's  J^™^' 
bankers  for  some  tickets  to  be  distributed  to  the  .voters  «**•  ' 
during  the  Election.  <"> 

And  bankers  have  been  called  upon  by  Committees  to 
produce  drafts  in  their  possession  for  the  payment  of  money, 
and  their  account  books,  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  in- 
spection of  such  particular  items  only  as  relate  to  the  ques- 
tion before  the  Committee,  <*>  or  sufficient  extracts  from 
those  books  which  the  party  requiring  their  production 
shall  specify.  O 


CHAP.  XII. 

Of  the  Report  of  the  Select  Committee. 

1st.  Of  petitions  reported  to  be  frivolous,  or  vexatious, 
and  the  effect  as  to  costs. 
2nd.  Of  reports  as  to  the  right  of  Election,  &c. 

1.  Of  Petition*  Frivolous  or  Vexatious,  and  Costs. 

When  the  Committee  report  to  the  House  their  final  de- 
termination on  the  merits  of  a  petition,  (except  in  the  case 
of  a  petition  against  the  right  of  Election,  or  of  appointing 
returning  officers,)  they  are  to  report  whether  it  was  fri- 
volous or  vexatious,  or  if  no  party  opposes  the  petition, 
whether  the  Election,  &c,  complained  of  was  vexatious  or 
corrupt.  <*>  And  if  amongst  the  objections  to  voters,  stated 
in  the  lists  delivered  to  the  clerk  of  the  House,  there  are 
any,  to  support  which  no  evidence  is  produced,  and 
the  Committee  consider  the  objection  frivolous,  or  vexa- 
tious, they  shall  so  report  it.  <*>  The  effect  of  such  report 
is  to  entitle  the  opposite  party  to  costs.  </> 

Where  a  petitioner  has  declined  entering  into  evidence 
before  the  Committee,  <*>  or  his  evidence  fails  altogether  to 
support  the  allegations,**)  or  the  petition  is  groundless,  being 


(•)  1  Peck,  209.  Hereford,  2  Peck,   257.    Hehester, 

(»)  Norwich,  3  Lud.  448.  Ihd.  459.  2  Peck,  274.  Sutherland,  2  Fras.  177. 

(*)  Southvark,  Clifford.  105.  Maiden,  2  Pack.   285.     Midhurst, 

</)  2B0.3,e.52,  a.  18.  S3  G.  3,  c.  71.  2  Peck,  147 1  but  see  Shafton,  Peniyn, 

(•>  53  G.  3,  c.  71, ».  «•  Inverness  1  Peck,  18  and  251, 109. 

</)  Hid.  Mioehead,  2  Peck,  257.  Md.   273. 

(')  Bishop's  Castle,  1  Peck,  409.  (*)  £.  Griastead,  l  Peck,  335. 
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petitions  fri-  presented  under  a  misapprehension  of  the  law,*  the  petitions 
ro«t$  '  have  been  reported  frivolous  and  vexatious.    But  where 

events  have  occurred  between  the  time  of  presenting  the 
petition  and  the  trial,  to  alter  the  petitioner's  case,  as  the 
death  of  witnesses,  <*>  or  a  legal  decision  connected  with 
his  claims,  the  Committee  have  not  so  reported,  though 
no  evidence  has  been  adduced.  Committees  appear  to 
have  been  sometimes  influenced  by  the  wishes  of  the  sue-, 
cessful  party  in  abstaining. from  making  this  report,  in 
cases  where  notice  has  been  given  that  no  evidence  would 
be  offered,  <0  and  also  where  evidence  has  beeu  entered 
into  and  failed.  (<*>  Where  the  sitting  member  was  a  minor, 
and  gave  notice  to  the  speaker,  that  he  should  not  oppose 
the  petition,  the  Election  was  reported  vexatious,  but  not 
corrupt.  <0 

Whenever  the  petition,  or  the  opposition,  CO  shall  be 
reported  frivolous  or  vexatious,  the  petitioners,  or  persons 
opposing  the  petition,  as  may  be,  are  liable  to  the  costs 
incurred  by  the  other  side.  So  where  an  objection  in  the 
list  of  voters  is  reported  frivolous  or  vexatious,  the  other 
side  may  recover  costs  incurred  by  reason  of  such  objec- 
tion. O 

So  where  no  person  appears  to  oppose,  and  the  Election, 
&c.  is  reported  vexatious  or  corrupt,  the  sitting  members 
are  answerable  in  costs  to  the  petitioners,  (*>  unless  they 
give  notice  that  they  shall  not  defend. 

Costs  are  not  only  allowed  to  the  parties,  but  the  expenses 
of  witnesses  summoned  for  the  petitioners,  and  the  fees  of 
the  officers  of  the  House,  are  to  be  paid  by  the  petitioners, 
if  the  petition  is  not  duly  proceeded  on,  or  is  reported 
frivolous  or  vexatious.  <*>  The  amount  of  these  costs,  &c* 
is  to  be  ascertained  by  the  taxation  of  two  persons  ap- 
pointed by  the  speaker  out  of  certain  persons  specified  in 
the  statutes.  <*>  And  the  speaker  will  certify  the  amount 
of  costs  to  be  received  according  to  their  report,  CO  which 
certificate  will  have  the  effect  of  a  warrant  of  attorney  to 


(O  Bodmin,  8  Fras.  238.  c.  71,  s.  3. 

(»)  Honiton,  8  Fras.  847-  (O  33  G.  3,  c.  71,  s.  8. 

(0  Evesham,  1  Peckwell,  471.  (*)  28  O.  3,  c.  58,  s.  81. 

(O  Cirencester,  1  Peck;  467-    But  <*>  53  O.  3,  c.  71,  ss.  3,  9. 

see  contra.   Ilcbester,  8  Peck,  874.  (*)88G.  3,  c.  58,0.88.   53  G.  3, 

Bishop's  Castle,  1  Peck,  459.  c.  71,  ss.  7, 10, 11. 

(0  Flintshire,  1  Peck,  586.  (0  88  G.  3,  c.  58,  s.  9&.    53  G.  $, 

:  (/)  38  G.  3,  c.  Sd, ».  19,80.  53  G,  3,  c.'Tl,  ».  7. 
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etmffesti  ft  judgment,  o-)  *  Also  the  recognizance  entered 
fcfto  By  the  petitioner*  fb*  the  payment  of  the  costs,  &c. 
rifey  We  certified  by  the  Speaker's  warrant  into  the  Court  of 
Btcneejuer,  as  If  it  were  estreated.  <*)  Where  the  costs 
fcaVfe  been  recovered  against  either  of  the  parties,  he  or 
ftfey  may  recover  a  proportion  against  others  who  are 
hHible.  <*> 

&  Of  their  DHerrtitomHon  upon  the  Right  of  Election,  Sfc. 

When  the  Committee  report  to  the  House  their  final  ^0^etenni" 
determination-  upon  the  merits'  of  any  petition,  they  are 
also  to  report  their  determination  upon  the  right  of  ESec* 
tion,(4>  for  the  particular  place  to  which  the  petition 
relates,  or  the  right  of  chasing  the  returning  officer,  if  the 
merits  of  the  petition  wholly  or  in  part  depend  upon 
either  of  those  rights;  and  for  this  purpose  they  are  to 
require  written  statements  of  such  rights  from  the  re- 
spective parties.  Their  determination  then  being  entered 
on  the  Journals,  is  conclusive  as  to  those  rights  upon  any 
future  petition,  unless  appealed  against  within  a  year,  by 
petition  to  the  House*  <*> 

But  this  determination  may  be  questioned  within  the 
year,  not  only  by  a  petition  of  appeal,  as  mentioned  in  the 
statute,  but  en  a  petition  complaining  of  an  undue  Elec- 
tion or  return.  CO 

Committees  therefore  cannot  receive  evidence  to  contra- 
diet  a  last  determination  upon  the  right  of  Election,  or  of 
chasing  a  returning  officer ;  but  where  such  determination 
is  expressed  in  doubtful  terms,  so  as  to  admit  of  different 
constructions,  evidence  is  admissible  to  explain  it. 


(■)  58  G.  3,  c.  71,  s.  13.  roughs  where  no  determination  upon 

(*)  IkU.  s.  12.    See  also  for  the  the  right  had  been  previously  made, 

recovery  of  costs,   28  G.  3,  c.  52,  Vide  a  note  (B)  in  4  Dong.  78.    By 

s.  23.  an  order  of  the  House,  Jan.  1735-6. 

(•)  28  G.  3,  c.  52,  s.  24.  the  counsel  at  the  bar,  or  before  the 

O  By  7  8  W.  3,  c.  7,  s.  1>  return.  Committee    of  Privileges,    are  re- 

ing  officers    are    prohibited    from  strained    from    offering   evidence, 

making  false  returns,  that  is,  such  touching  the  legality  of  votes,  &c. 

"  as  are  contrary  to  the  last  deter-  contrary  to  the  last  determination  in 

"  mination  of  the  House  of  Com-  the  House,  and  the  order  refers  to 

"  mans  upon  the  right  of  Election."  the  statute,  2  G.  2,  c.  24.  1  Doug.  99. 

By  2  G.  2,  c.  24,  s.  4,  the  last  deter-  22  Jour.  498. 

mination  upon  the  legality  of  votes  (*)  28  G.  3,  c.  52,  ss.  25,  6,7. 

by;the  House  was  made  final,  but  the  (/)  Malmsbury,  2  Peck,  400. 
statute  did  not  extend  to  maiden  bo- 
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Last  determi-      This  evidence  may  consist  of  subsequent  resolutions  of 
the  House,  explanatory  of  that  which  is  contended  to  be 
the  last  determination  upon  the  right ;  or  in  other  words 
they  may  be  read  together  as  forming  one  last  determi- 
nation ;  thus  in  the  Seaford  case,  a  resolution  of  1761  was 
read  to  explain  the  meaning  of  the  word  "  pbpulacy,*'  in 
a  previous  resolution  of  1670.  <°>    So  a  resolution  in  1701, 
that  the  right  of  election  in  Fowey  "  is  in  the  Prince's 
"  tenants,    who    are    capable  of  being   portreeves  of  the 
"  said   borough,   and   in   such   inhabitants  of  the    said 
"  borough  only  as  pay  scot  and  lot,"  was  explained  by  a 
supplemental  resolution  of  1770,  that  the  Prince's  tenants 
"  who  are  capable  of  being  portreeves  of  the  said  borough, 
"  are  such  tenants  only  as  have  been  duly  admitted  upon 
"  the   court  rolls   of  the    manor,  and  have  done  them 
fealty."  (*> 

Or  the  evidence  may  consist  of  other  matters,  as  returns 
to  Parliament,  entries  in  corporation  books  and  papers, 
charters  of  the  borough,  the  testimony  of  old  persons 
natives  of  the  place,  usage,  &c.  <*>  But  it  was  decided  in 
a  late  case,  that  the  usage  must  not  be  subsequent  to 
the  determination  it  is  meant  to  explain.  O 


!   C*)  Seaford.  3  Doug.  21,  3  Lud.  39.  2  Doug.  69.    New  Radnor,  1  Doug. ' 

(*)  Fowey,  1  Peck/  515.   See  also  317.     Dorchester,  .  1     Doug.    349- 

Haalemere,  2  Doug.  .321.  Evesham,  Corb.  Dan.  46. 

O  Preston,  3  Lud.  226.  Bedford,  (*)  Evesham,  Corb.  Dan.  50. 
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I.  Writs.    Precept.    Notice  op  Election. 
II.  Petitions. 
III.  Statutes. 

The  Writ  to  the  Sheriff,  on  a  General  Election. 

George  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  King,  Defender  of 
the  Faith,  and  so  forth.— To  the  Sheriff  of  the  county  of 
Oxford,  greeting.    Whereas,  by  the  advice  and  assent  of 
our  Council,  for  certain  arduous  and  urgent  affairs  con- 
cerning us,  the  state  and  defence  of  our  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  Church,  We  have  ordered  a  certain  Par- 
liament to  be  holden  at  our  city  of  Westminster,  on  the 
twenty-ninth  day  of  November  next  ensuing,  and  there  to 
treat  and  have  conference  with  the  prelates,  great  men, 
and  peers  of  our  realm,  we  command  and  strictly  enjoin 
you,  that  (proclamation  being  made  of  the  day  and  place 
aforesaid,  in  your  next  county-court  to  be  holden  after  the 
receipt  of  this  our  writ)  two  knights  of  the  most  fit  and 
discreet  of  the  said  county,  girt  with  swords,  and  of  the 
university  of  Oxford  two  burgesses,  and  of  every  city  of 
that  county  two  citizens,  and  of  every  borough  in  the  same 
county  two  burgesses,  of  the  most  sufficient  and  discreet, 
freely  and  indifferently  by  those  who  at  such  proclamation 
shall  be  present  according  to  the  form  of  the  statutes  in  that 
case  made  and  provided,  you  cause  to  be  elected  ;  and  the 
mantes  of  those  knights,  citizens,  and  burgesses,  so  to  be 
elected  (whether  they  be  present  or  absent,)  you  cause  to 
be  inserted  in  certain  indentures  to  be  thereupon  made 
between  you  and  those  Who  shall  be  present  at  such  election, 
and  then  at  the  day  and  place  aforesaid  you  cause  to  come, 
in  such  manner  that  the  said  knights  for  themselves  and 
the  commonalty  of  the  same  county,  and  the  said  citizens 
and  burgesses  for  themselves  and  the  commonalty  of  the 
said  universities,  cities,  and  boroughs  respectively,  may 
have  from  them  full  and  sufficient  power  to  do  and  consent 
to  those  things  which  then  and  there,  by  the  common  coun- 
cil of  our  said  kingdom  (by  the  blessing  of  God)  shall 
happen  to  be  ordained  upon  the  aforesaid  affairs,  so  that 
for  want  of  such  power,  or  through  an  improvident  elec- 
tion of  the  said  knights,  citizens,  or  burgesses,  the  afore- 
said affairs  may  in  no  wise  remain  unfinished ;  willing, 
nevertheless,  that  neither  you  nor  any  other'  sheriff  of  this 
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our  raid  kingdom  be  in  any  iui»e  elected ;  and  that  the  Elec- 
tion in  your  fall  county  so  made  distinctly  and  openly, 
under  yonr  leal  and  the  seals  of  those  who  shall  be  present 
at  such  Election,  you  do  certify  to  as  in  onr  Chancery,  at 
the  day  and  pines  aforesaid  without  delay,  remitting  to  us 
one  part  of  the  aforesaid  indentures  annexed  to  these  pre- 
sents, together  with  this  writ.  Witness  onrself  at  West- 
minster, die  first  day  of  October,  in  the  fourteenth  year  of 
our  reign. 

To  be  indorsed  when  returned. 

The  execution  of  this  writ  appears  in  certain  schedules 
hereunto  annexed. 

A.  B.  Sheriff. 


Writ  far    new   JEfecfis*  of  erne  Citizen  Jt,  At  dfy   •/ 
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who  shall  be  present  at  the  proclamation,  according  to  the 
form  of  the  statute'  in  that  case  made  and  provided,  you 
cause  to  be  elected  ;  and  the  name  of  such  citizen  (whe- 
ther, at  the  said  Election,  he  shall  be  present  or  absent,) 
to  be  inserted  in  certain  indentures  to  be  thereupon  made 
between   you  and  them,  who  shall  be   present  at  such 
•Election,  and  to  cause  him  to  come  to  the  said  Parlia- 
ment ;  so  that  the  same  citizen,  so  to  be  elected,  may  have 
full  power  and  sufficient  authority,  for  himself,  and  the 
commonalty  of  the  aforesaid  city,  to  do  and  consent  to 
those  things  which  in  our  Parliament  aforesaid,  by  the 
common  council  of  our  realm,  (by  the  blessing  of  God,) 
shall  happen  to  be  ordained  upon  the  aforesaid  affairs : 
willing,   nevertheless,    that  neither  you,    nor  any  other 
sheriff  in  this  our  kingdom  in  any  wise  be  elected ;  and 
the  Election  so  made,  distinctly  and  openly,  under  your 
seal,  and  the  seals  of  them  who  shall  be  present  at  such 
Election,  certify  unto  us  in  our  Chancery  forthwith,  remit- 
ting to  us  one  part  of  the  aforesaid  indentures  annexed  to 
these  presents,  together  with  this  writ.    Witness  ourself 
at  Westminster,  the  day  of  in 

*he  year  of  our  reign. 

Yorke  and  Yorke. 


Wrote  upon  the  label  to  the  said  writ  as  following,  viz. 

To  the  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Middlesex.— A  writ  for  a 
new  election  of  one  citizen  for  the  city  of  Westminster. 

Yorke  and  Yorke. 

The  execution  of  this  writ  appears  in  certain  schedules 
hereunto  annexed. 

R.  S.  Esq.  Sf  S.  L.  Esq.  Sheriff. 


in 


Precept  from  the  Sheriff  of  Middlesex  to  the  Bailiff  of 
Westminster ,  for  the  Election  of  one  Citizen  for  the 
said  City. 

Middlesex.— Sir  C.  A.  knight,  and  Sir  R.  G.  knight, 
sheriff  of  the  said  county,  to  the  bailiff  of  the  liberty  of 
the  dean  and  chapter  of  the  collegiate  church  of  St.  Peter 
at  Westminster,  in  the  said  county,  greeting.  Know,  that 
I  have  received  a  certain  writ  of  our  lord  the  king,  to 
me  directed,,  the  tenor  whereof  followeth,  (here  follows 
the  writ  verbatim;)  and  because  the  execution  of  ti*e 
said  writ  belongs  to  you,  therefore,  by  virtue  of  the  said 
writ,  I  require  you,  that  you  forthwith  cause  a  citizen  to 
be  elected  lor  the  said  city,  in  the  place  of  the  said  P.  W. 

l2 


mi  d  writ ;  and  Ww  this 
■u  shall  make  known,  to 
Election  made ;  m>  that  I 

Kith  the  said  writ,  and 
ie.  king,  in  bis  Chaucs»y 

1  ia  your  -tfairaiat,  firm 
d  the  das  of 

hundred  and 

U.S.tS.L.  Sherif. 

To  be  indoriei  when  Warned;. 

The   execution  of  this  precept  appears  in   a    ceiUin 
schedule  here  unto  annexed, 

J.  C.  Etq.  Bailiff. 


Notice  of  Bkctionfor  m  Botongk, 


■-""""»  * tgive  notice^  that  I  shaft 

proceed  to  the  Election  of  two  burgesses  to  serve  ia  Par- 
liament for  the  said  borough,  at  the  town  hall  of  the  said 
borough,  on  Thursday  neit,  the  30th  day  of  October,  at 
nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon.  Dated  this  26th  day  of 
October,  1806. 

A.B. 


PL] 
PETITIONS. 


Petition  complaining  of  the  Admission  of  Voter*  mho  had 
received  Relief  within  the  Year,  and  othert  who  had  not 
paid  the  Rates,  and  of  Bribery  and  Treating  by  the  Sitting 
Member,  with  Notice  thereof  to  the  Electors. 

To  the  honourable  the  Commons  of  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  in  Parliament  assembled. 

The  humble  Petition   of  A.  B.  of  N Buildings, 

in  the  city  of  London,  Esq.  and  of  the  several  per- 
sons whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed  Electors 
of  the  Borough  of  Psnryn,  in  the  County  of  Corn- 
wall, on  behalf  of  themselves  and  other*,  claiming 
a  right  to  vote  for  members  to  serve  in  Parliament 
for  the  said  Borough, 
tsheweth, 

That  all  your  petitioners,  except  your  petitioner  A.  B. 
were,  at  and  daring  thelasl  Election  «f  members  te  serve 


4*CBN*Ut*J  tBVttlOHS. 

§ 

in>  $4a  FarUameat  for  th*  borough  of  Penryn,  la'  the 
cennty  q£  Cornwall,  elector*  of  the  said  borough,  and  had, 
and  claim  to  have  had  a  right  to  vote  for  members  to  serve 
in  Parliament  at  the  lest  Ejection  for  the  said  bosough. 

That  at  the  said  Election,  Sir  C.  H.  hart,  your  petitioner 
A*  $•  and  €•  JX  esq.  wet e  candidates  to  represent  the  said 
h*to«gav  ) 

That  a  poll  being  demanded,  the  same  was  granted  and 
proceeded  osv,  and  8.  ft.  gentleman,  acted  thereat  as  por- 
treeve and  returning  officer. 

That  at  the  said  Election,  divers  persons  who  had  re- 
ceived parish  relief  within  twelve  months  before  the  said 
Station,  and  divers  other  persons  who  had  not  paid  and 
were  In  at  rears  for  their  poor's  rates,  and  (fryers  other  per- 
sons who  had  no  legal  right  to  rote,  wave  allowed  to  vote 
for  tfee  said  C.  D. 

Thai  the  said  C.  D.  by  himself,  hia  agents  and  managers* 
and  hj  persons  employed:  on  his  behalf,  did,  after  the  teste 
of  the  writ  for  the  said  Election,  and  at  and  during  the 
said  Election,  and  before  his  Election  to  serve  in  this  pre- 
sent Parliament  for  the  said  borough  of  Penryn,  give,  pre- 
sent, and  allow  to  various  persons,  having  os  claiming  to 
hare  votes  in  the  said  Election,  money,  meat,  drink,  en- 
tojesnitunents  and  promises,  agreements,  obligations  and 
engagements  to  give  and  allow  money,  meat,  drink,  pre* 
senta,  rewards  and  entertainments,  to  and  for  such  persons 
in  order  to  be  elected,  and  for  being  elected  a  member  to 
serve  in  this  present  Parliament  for  the  said  borough  of 
Penryn. 

mint  the  said  G.  D.  by  himself,  his  agents,  friends  and 
managers,  and  by  persons  employed  on  his  behalf,  before 
and  at,  and  during  the  time  of  the  said  Election,  wan 
guilty  ot*  open  and  extensive  bribery  and  corrupt  practices, 
in  order  to  procure  persons  having  or  claiming  to  have  a 
Oght  to  vote  at  the  said  Erection,  to  vote  for  the  said  C.  s>. 
at.  the  said  Election,  and  to  forbear  to  rote  for  the  said 
4u  ».  and  in  order  to  procure  the  said  C.  D.  to  be  returned 
to  serve  in  this  present  Parliament  for  the  said  borough, 
and  that  the  said  bribery  and  corrupt  practices  of  the  said 
C*  JX  and  of  his  agents,  friends  and  managers,  were  open* 
and  notorious  in  the  said  borough,  and  well  known  to  the 
electors. 

That  the  said  €.  D.  by  himself,  bis  agents  and  managers, 
and  by  persons  employed  in  his  behalf,  before  and  at,  and 
during  the  time  of  the  said  Election,  was  guilty  of  various 
corrupt  acts,  and  employed  undue  influence  and  other 
illegal  and  improper  means,  and  gave  and  caused  to  be 
given  divers  sams  of  money,  and  gave  and  entered  into, 
and  caused  to  be  made,  given,  and  entered  into,  divers  gifts, 
rewards,  agreements  and  engagements,  to  several  persons 
having  and  claiming  to  have  a  right  to  vote,  in  order  to 
procure  them  to  vote  at  the  said  Election  for  the  said 
C.  D.,  and  to  forbear  to  vote  for  your  petitioaer  A.  B.,  and 
in  order  to  procure  the  said  C.  D.  to  be  returned  to  serve 
in  this  present  Parliament  for  the  borough  aforesaid. 
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That  the  said  C.  D.,  by  the  said  corrupt  and  illegal  prac- 
tices, was,  and  is  wholly  disabled  and  incapacitated,  and 
ineligible  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  the  said  borough  of 
Penryn,  and  the  return  of  the  said  C.  D.  wag,  and  is 
wholly  null  and  void. 

That  by  the  several  illegal  ways  and  means  aforesaid, 
the  said  C.  D.  obtained  a  colourable  majority  of  votes-over 
your  petitioner  A.  B.,  and  procured  himself  to  be  returned 
to  serve  for  the  said  borough,  whereas  your  petitioner 
A.  B.  had  a  legal  majority  of  votes  at  the  said  Election 
over  the  said  C.  D.,  and  ought  to  have  been  returned  to 
serve  for  the  same. 

That  due  notice  was  publicly  given  at  the  proclamation 
of  the  said  Election  to  the  returning  officer  at  the  hustings 
where  the  poll  was  taken,  and  to,  and  in  the  presence 
and  hearing  of  the  electors  of  the  said  borough  present*  at 
such  Election,  and  before  any  elector  had  given  his  vote, 
that  the  said  C.  D.  had  been  guilty  of  bribery,  in  order  to 
his  being  elected  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  that  borough, 
and  that  thereby  he  was  disabled  and  incapacitated  from 
serving  in  Parliament,  and  that  whosoever  should  vote  for 
the  said  C.  D.  after  that  notice  would  throw  away  his  vote, 
and  that  the  said  notice  was  also  publicly  and  distinctly 
given  to  each  elector  separately  when  he  came  up  to  give 
his  vote  at  the  said  Election,  and  before  he  had  given  it ; 
and  that  each  elector  was  then  distinctly  told,  that  the 
said  C.  D.  had  been  guilty  of  bribery,  in  order  to  procure 
his  return  at  that  Election,  and  that  in  consequence,  any 
vote  given  for  him  would  be  thrown  away. 

Which  said  several  unlawful  and  corrupt  acts  of  the 
said  C.  D.,  and  other  his  friends,  agents  and  managers, 
are  contrary  to  the  freedom  of  Election,  in  violation  of  the 
standing  orders  of  your  honourable  House,  and  the  laws 
and  statutes  of  the  realm,  for  preventing  bribery  and  cor- 
ruption in  the  election  of  members  to  serve  in  Parliament, 
and  have  rendered  the  election  and   return  of  the  said 
C.  D.  wholly  null  and  void,  and  that  notice  of  such  conduct 
and  practices  having  been  duly  given  as  above  to  the  re- 
turning officer,  and  to  the  electors,  and  being  well  known 
in  the  said    borough,  your  petitioner  A.  B.  was  duly 
elected,  and  ought  to  have  been  returned  at  such  Election 
to  serve  in  Parliament  for  the  said  borough  of  Penryn. 
Your  petitioner  therefore  humbly  prays  this  honourable 
House   to  take  the  premises  into    consideration, 
and  to  declare  the  said  Election  and  return  of  the 
said  C.  D.  wholly  null  and  void,  and  that  your 
petitioner  A.  B.  was  duly  elected,  and  ought  to 
have  been  returned  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  the 
said  borough  of  Penryn,  or  that  this  honourable 
House  will  afford  your    petitioners  such    further 
and  other  relief  in  the  premises  as  to  this  honoura- 
ble House  shall  seem  fit 
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caned  in  the  represantatk*  of  writ. 
consca,«cnce  of  C.  D.  Eta,  fen, 
;  form  issued  and  directed  W 


of  the  slure  for  the  Mid  county, 
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1  sheriff  of  the  »ajd  county,  W 
;,  did  on,  &c.  pr»- 

;iuher  to  serve  in  the  pre&e** 
the  said  C.  D.  esq. 
C.  D.  were  the  only  candidates 
and  a  poll  being  demanded  in 
candidate,  the  said  aberil:"  ap- 
ed booths  for  the  several  baror 
the  county,  and  continued  to 
the        day  of  fouW- 

leclared  the  majority  to  be  i» 
and  the  said  C  D.  was  that* 
heriffaaduly  elected, 
i  favour  of  the  said  C.  a.  was 
and  wan  procuied  by  undue, 
1  means;  and  that  during  tie 
<  who  were  freeholders  of  the 
agally  registered  their  freeholds, 
i  in  every  respect  qualified  to 
came  upon  the  hustings  nod 
sheriff  and  his  deputies,  and 
vote  for  your  petitioner,  «ud 
Iby  the  sheriff,  contrary  to  law  f 
Iders  who  were  in  like  manner 
Ml  to  vote,  and  who  would  liave 
were  prevented  by  the  above- 
from  tendering  their  rotes  at 

•e  admitted  to  poll  by  the  said 

id  ooujited  on  the  poll. in  his 

ed  to  vote  at  the  said  Election, 

:cording  to  the  acta  and  statutes 

ry  of  freeholds  at  any  general 

quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  for  the  said  county,  nor  at 

any  legal  adjournment  thereof,  and  several  appearing  tej 

be  registered  is  onn  barony,  when  the  lauds  out  of  which 

they  voted  lay  in  another,   and  never*!  who,  though  they 

*(ngare4  to  be  regularly  regis  tend,  bed  in   fact,  at  tha 
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date  of  the  registry,  no  freehold  in  the  lands  out  of  which 
they  appear  to  be  registered. 
Unregistered      That  several  persons  were  admitted  to  poll  by  the  said 

Kid  nonvo£r  0neriff  f°T  tne  said  C.  **•  wno>  though  they  professed  the 
admitted.  Roman  Catholic  religion,  and  were  in  fact  Roman  Catho- 
lics, had  not  qualified  themselves  according  to  law.  before 
the  teste  of  the  writ  for  holding  the  said  Election,  by 
taking  the  oaths  prescribed  by  law,  and  subscribing  the 
same  with  the  required  additions. 

That  during  the  said  Election,  a  great  number  of  per- 
sons who  had  not  otherwise  duly  registered  their  freeholds, 
according  to  law,  as  also  many  persons  who  from  various 
legal  disabilities  were  incompetent  to  vote  for  any  candi- 
date at  the  said  Election,  were  permitted  by  the  said 
Bheriff  and  his  deputies  to  vote  for  the  said  C.  D.  contrary 
to  law ;  and  that  if  the  said  votes  which  were  illegally 
received  had  been  rejected,  and  if  the  said  votes  which 
were  illegally  rejected  had  been  received,  your  petitioner 
would  have  had  a  decided  majority  of  legal  votes  over 
the  said  C.  D.,  and  would  therefore  have  been  entitled  to 
have  been  returned  at  the  said  Election  as  a  representative 
in  Parliament  for  the  said  county ;  and  that  several  undue 
and  illegal  practices  were  resorted  to  on  the  said  Election, 
by  the  said  C.  D.  or  his  agents  and  friends  to  procure 
votes  for  the  said  C.  D.,  and  to  cause  him  to  be  returned 
by  the  said  sheriff. 

-  That  by  the  above  and  other  undue  means,  and  by  many 
illegal  and  erroneous  decisions  of  the  sheriff  and  his  depu- 
ties, during  the  said  poll,  the  said  C.  D.  obtained  a 
colourable  majority,  and  was  returned  to  serve  in  Parlia- 
ment for  the  said  county,  in  open  violation  of  the  law  and 
•freedom  of  Election,  and  to  the  great  prejudice  of 
petitioner,  who  had  upon  the  said  Election,  as  he  sub- 
mits it  will  appear  upon  a  fair  scrutiny  of  the  poll,  a  great 
majority  of  the  good  and  legal  votes,  and  ought  therefore 
to  have  been  returned  as  the  member  for  the  said  county ; 
whereupon  he  submits,  that  the  said  C.  D.  is  incapacitated 
to  serve  in  Parliament  for  the  said  county  upon  the  said 
return,  and  that  his  said  election  and  return  were  illegal 
and  void. 

Your  petitioner  therefore  humbly  prays,  that  the  said 
C.  P.  may  be  declared  not  duly  elected,  and  that 
your  petitioner  may  be  declared  duly  elected,  and 
may  be  substituted  in  the  place  of  the  said  C.  D. 
to  take  his  seat  as  one  of  the  knights  to  represent 
the  said  county  in  Parliament,  and  that  this  ho- 
nourable House  will  grant  such  further  relief  to 
your  petitioner  as  the  merits  of  his  case  may  require. 

Supplemental  Petition. 

Sheweth, 

That  since  your  petitioner  complained  to  this  honourable 
House  of  the  election  of  for  the  boroughs 

of  .  •       and  others,  in  Scotland,  your  petitioner 
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finds,  that  the  said  Election  took  place  in  consequence  of 
certain  corrupt  agreements,  and  other  illegal  practices,  by 
the  friends  and  agents  of -the  said  of  which 

he  was  uninformed  when  his  former  petition  was  pre- 
sented. 

Your  petitioner  therefore  trusts,  that  this  honourable 
Honse  will  take  the  same  into  consideration  at  the 
same  time  with  the  matters  contained  in  the  former 
petition,  and  will  find  that  your  petitioner  was  duly 
elected,  and  ought  to  have  been  returned  member 
for  the  said  boroughs. 

Petition  against  the  reported  Right  of  Election. 

To  &c. 

The  humble  petition  of  the  several  persons  whose 
names  are  hereunto  subscribed,  on  the  behalf  of 
themselves  and  others,  freemen  and  electors  of  the 
borough  of  in  the  county  of 

Sheweth, 

That  on  the  day  of  the  Select 

Committee  appointed  to  try  and  determine  the  merits  of 
the  petition  presented  by  and 

esqrs.  complaining  of  an  undue  election  and  return  for 
the  said  borough,  reported  to  this  honourable  Honse, 
"  That  the  right  of  election  of  burgesses  to  serve-in  Par- 
liament for  the  said  borough,  is  not  in  and 
that  the  right  of  election  is  in 

That  your  petitioner  is  advised,  that  the  right  of  elec- 
tion, so  determined  by  the  said  Select  Committee,  is  not 
the  right  of  election  for  the  said  borough. 

Therefore  to  prevent  the  judgment  of  the  said  Select 
Committee  from  becoming  final  and  conclusive,  your 
petitioners  humbly  pray  this  honourable    House, 
that  they  may  be  admitted  as  parties,  according  to 
I  the  form  of  the  statute  in  this  case  made  and  pro- 
vided, to  oppose  the  right  of  election  in  favour  of 
j    which  the  said  Select  Committee  have  so  reported ; 
•  .     ,    and  that    your  petitioners    may  have  such  other 
relief  in  the  premises  as  to  this  honourable  House 
shall  seem  meet,  and  the  case  may  require. 


ELECT!**  STATUTES. 
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ELECTION  STAtTJTES. 


PART    L — GfcXERAL   STATUTES. 


Part  H.  —  Particular    Statutes    for   Ire- 
land aitd  Scotland. 


PART  I. 


Absentees 
punished. 


Punishment 
of  shehft 
omitting  his 
return. 


Anno  5°  Riquabbi  II.  Stat.  2.  Cap*  4. 

£*arytoe  to  whmnit  MonfeHk  sk*H}  npm  *ttm*id*»,  c&mt  to 

the  Partoment.  [A.  D.  1E8S.] 

"  Item,  the  kfng  doth  wilL  and  command,  and  it  la  as* 
sented  in  the  parliament  by  the  prelates,  lords,  and  com- 
mons, that  all  and  singular  persona  and  commonalties, 
Which  from  henceforth  shall  hare  the  summons  of  tfcte  par- 
liament, shall  come  from  henceforth  bound  to  fba  parlia- 
ments in  the  manner  as  they  are  to  do  and  have  been  ac- 
customed within  the  realm  of  England  of  old  times.  (2.) 
And  if  any  person  of  the  same  realm*  which  from  hence- 
forth shall  have  the  said  summons,  (bo  ho  archbishop, 
bishop,  abbot,  prior,  duke,  early  baron,  banneret,  knight 
of  the  shire,  citizen  of  city,  burgess  of  borough,  or 
other  singular  person,  or  commonalty)  do*  absent  him- 
self, and'come  not  at  the  said  summons,  (except  he  may 
reasonably  and  honestly  excuse  him  to  our  lord  the  king) 
he  shall  be  amerced  and  otherwise  punished,  according  as 
of  old  times  hath  been  used  to  be  done  within  the  said 
realm  in  the  said  case.  (3.)  And  if  any  sheriff  of  the  realm 
be  from  henceforth  negligent  in  making  his  returns  of  writs 
of  the  parliament ;  or  that  he  leave  out  of  the  said  returns 
any  cities  or  boroughs,  which  he  bound,  and  of  old  times 
were  wont,  to  come  to  the  parliament,  he  shall  be  punished, 
in  the  manner  as  was  accustomed  to  be  done  in  the  said 
case  in  times  past." 


APPENDIX.]  7   HEN.    IV.  CAP.   IS.   ,  XI 


Anno  7°  Henrici  IV.  Cap.  15. 

The  Manner  of  the  Election  of  Knights  of  Shires  for  a  Par- 

liament.  A.  D.  1405. 

"  Item,  our  lord  the  king,  at  the  grievous  complaint  of 
his  commons  in  this  present  parliament,  of  the  undue  elec- 
tion of  the  knights  of  counties  for  the  parliament,  which  be 
sometimes  made  of  affection  of  sheriffs,  and  otherwise 
against  the  form  of  the  writs  directed  to  the  sheriff,  to  the 
great  slander  of  the  counties  and  hindrance  of  the  business 
of  the  commonalty  in  the  said  county  ;"  '  (2)  our  sovereign 
lord  the  king  willing  therein  to  provide  remedy,  by  the  as- 
sent of  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  the  commons 
in  this  present  parliament  assembled,  hath  ordained  and 
established,  That  from  henceforth  the  elections  of  such 
knights  shall  be  made  in  the  form  as  followeth  ;  (that  is  to 
say)  at.  the  next  county  to  be  holden  after  the  delivery  of  f  1^gn  of 
the  writ  of  the  parliament,  proclamation  shall  be  made  in  mg 
the  full  county  of  the  day  and  place  of  the  parliament,  (3) 
and  that  all  they  that  be  there  present,  as  well  suitors 
duly  summoned  for  the  same  cause  as  other,  shall  attend 
to  the  election  of  the  knights  for  the  parliament,  (4)  and 
then  in  the  full  county  they  shall  proceed  to  the  election 
freely  and  indifferently,  notwithstanding  any  request  or 
commandment  to  the  contrary;  (5)  and  after  that  they  be 
chosen,  the  names  of  the  persons  so  chosen  (be  they  present 
or  absent)  shall  be  written  in  an  indenture  under  the  seals 
of  all  them  that  did  choose  them,  and  tacked  to  the  same 
writ  of  the  parliament,  which  indenture  so  sealed  and 
tacked  shall  be  holden  for  the  sheriff's  return  of  the  said 
writ  touching  the  knights  of  the  shires.  (6)  And  in  the 
writs  of  the  parliament  to  be  made  hereafter,  this  clause 
shall  be  put : '  "  Et  electionem  tuam  in  pleno  comitatu  tuo 
factam,  distincte  &  aperte  sub  sigillo  tuo  &  sigillis  eoruni 
qui  electioni  illi  interfuerint,  nobis  in  cancellaria  nostra 
ad  diem  &  locum  in  brevi  contentos  certinces  indilate." 


Anno  11°  Henrici  IV.  Cap.  1. 

The  Penalty  on  a  Sheriff  for  making  an  untrue  Return  of  the 
Election  of  Knights  of  theParliament. 

A.  D.  1409. 

"First,  whereas  in  the  parliament  holden. at  West- 
minster, the  7  th  year  of  the  reign  of  our  said  lord  the  king, 
there  was  ordained  and  established  by  a  statute  for  the 
preservation  of  the  liberties  and  franchises  of  the  election 
of  the  knights  of  the  shire  used  through  the  realm,  a  cer- 
tain form  and  manner  of  the  election  of  such  knights,  as  is 
the  sai<l  statute  more  fully  is  contained:  (2)  and  forasmuch 
as  in  the  same  statute  no  penalty  was  ordained  or  limited 
in  special  upon  the  sheriffs  of  the  counties,  if  they  make 

M 
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any  returns  to  the  contrary  of  the  same  statute/'  (3)  '  it  is 
ordained  and  stablished,  that^the  justices  assigned  to  take 
assizes  shall  have  power  to  inquire  in  their  sessions  of 
assizes,  of  such  returns  made ;  (4)  and  if  it  be  found  by 
inquest,  and  due  examination  before  the  same  justices,  that 
any  such  sheriff  hath  made,  or  hereafter  shall  make,  any 
return  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  the  said  statute,  that  then 
the  said'  sheriff  shall  incur  the  penalty  of  100/.  to  be  paid  to 
our  lord  the  king ;  (5)  and  moreover,  that  the  knights  of 
the  counties  so  unduly  returned,  shall  lose  their  wages  of 
the  parliament,  of  old  rime  accustomed." 

Anno  6<>  Henrici  VI.  Cap.  4. 

,  The  Sheriff'*  Traverse  to  an  Inquest  found,  touching  return- 

ing Knights  of  Shires  for  the  Parliament. 

A.  D.  1427. 

"  Item,  Whereas,  it  was  ordained  and  established  in,  the 
7  it.  4. 15.       7th  year  of  king  Henry  the  ;  Fourth,  grandfather  of  our 
lord  the  king  that  now  is,  that  knights  of  shires  for  the  par- 
liament should  be  chosen  in  manner  and  form  following ; 
that  is  to  say,  at  the  next  county  to  be  holden  after  the  de- 
livery of  the  writ  of  the  parliament,  proclamation  shall  be 
made  in  the  full  county  of  the  day  and  place  of  the  parlia- 
ment, (2)  and  that  all  they  which  be  present  there,  as  well 
suitors  duly  summoned  for  this  cause,  as  other,  shall  attend 
to  the  election  of  their  knights  for  the  parliament,  (3)  and 
then  in  full  county  they  shall  proceed  to  the  election  freely 
and  indifferently,  notwithstanding    any  request  or  com- 
mandment to  the  contrary;   (4)  and  that  after  they  be 
chosen,  whether  such  persons  chosen  be  present  or  absent, 
their  names  shall  be  written  in  indentures  under  the  seals 
of  all  the  choosers,  and  annexed  to  the  said  writ  of  par- 
liament, which  indenture  so  sealed  and  tacked,  shall  be 
•  holden  for  .the  return  of  the  said  writ,  as  to  the  knights  of 
the  said  shires ;  (5)  and  also  in  the  writs  of  the  parliament 
hereafter  to  be  made,  this  clause  shall  be  put  in  the  man- 
ner as  followeth :  Et  electionem  tuam  in  pleno  comitatu 
tuo  factam,  distincte  &  aperte  sub  sigillo  tuo  &  sigillis 
eorum  qui  electioni  ill!  interfuerint,  nobis  in  cancelaria 
nostra  ad  diem  &  locum  in  brevi  contentos  -oertifices  indi- 
late  (6).    And  for  that  in  the  same  statute  no  pain  was 
ordained,    nor    specially   set    upon    the   sheriffs   of  the 
county,  if  they  make  their  return  contrary  to  the  said  sta- 
tute, it  was  ordained  and  established  the  11th  year  of  the 
n  if.  4.  c.  l.    said  King  Henry  the  Fourth,  That  the  justices  of  assises 
should  have  power  to  inquire  in  their  sessions  of  assizes, 
of  such  returns  made;  (7)  and  if  it  be  found  by  inquest 
and  due  examination  before  the  same  justices,  that  any  such 
sheriff  hath  made,  or  hereafter  shall  make,  any  return  con- 
trary to  the  tenor  of  the  said  statute,  that  the  same  sheriff 
should  incur  the  pain  of  1002.  to  be  paid  to  our  said  lord 
the  king,  (8)  and  moreover  that  the  knights  so  unduly  re- 
turned! shall  lose  their  wages  of  the  parliament,  in  old 
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times  accustomed ;  (9)  to  the'  great  mischiefs  of  sheritf* 
and  knights  of  the  shire,  which  he  forebarred  and  put  out 
of  their  answer   against  such  inquests  of  office,  taken 
before  the  said  judges,  because  of  the  statute  and  ordinance 
aforesaid."    (10)  '  Our  lord  the  king,  willing  in  this  case  The  kuights 
to  provide  remedy,  hath  ordained  and  established,  That  chosen  tor  the 
all  the  knights  of  the  shires,  chosen  for  this  present  par-  JSIiuSX'- 
liament,  and  the  sheriffs  of  the  same  counties  against  whom  riffs  or  conn- 
any  inquests  or  offices  of  undue  election  be  found  before  the'ir^tnJn •«> 
the  justices  of  assizes  shall  have  their  answer  and  traverse  oi  an  office 
to  such  inquests  of  office  taken;  (11)  and  also  all  the  knights  ^  ^a,nt 
from  henceforth  so  to  be  chosen,  and  the  sheriffs  that  shall 
make  such  elections  shall  have  their  answer  and  traverse 
to  such  inquests  and  offices  before  any  justices  of  assizes 
hereafter  to  be  taken ;  (12)  and  the  said  knights  and 
sheriffs  shall  not  be  endamaged  unto  our  -said  lord  the 
king  or  his  successors,  for  any  such  inquest  taken,  or  to 
be  taken,  until  they  be  duly  convict  according  to  the  form 
of  the  law/ 


Anko  8°  Henrici  VI.  Cap.  7. 

What  Sort  of  Men  shall  be  Choosers,  and  who   shall  be    , 
chosen  Knights  of  the  Parliament, 

A.  D.  1429. 
"  Item,  Whereas  the  elections  of  knights  of  shires  to 
come  to  the  parliaments  of  our  lord  the  king  in  many  coun- 
ties of  the  realm  of  England,  have  now  of  late  been  made  by 
very  great,  outrageous  and  excessive  number  of  people 
dwelling  within  the  same  counties  of  the  realm  of  England, 
of  the  which  most  part  was  of  people  of  small  substance,  7  Hen.  4. 15. 
and  of  no  value,  whereof  every  of  them  pretended  a  voice 
equivalent,  as  to  such  elections  to  be  made,  with  the  most 
worthy  knights  and  esquires,  dwelling  within  the  same 
counties,  whereby  manslaughter,  riots,  batteries,  and  divi- 
sions among  the  gentlemen  and  other  people  of  the  same 
counties,  shall  very  likely  rise  and  be,  unless  convenient 
and  due  remedy  be  provided  in  this  behalf;"  (2)  '  our  lord 
the  king,  considering  the  premises,  hath  provided,  or- 
dained  and  stablished  by  authority  of  this  present  parlia- 
ment, That  the  knights  of  the  shires  to  be  chosen  within 
the  same  realm  of  England,  to  come  to  the  parliaments  of 
our  lord  the  king,  hereafter  to  be  holden,  shall  be  chosen 
in  every  county  of  the  realm  of  England,  by  people  dwell- 
ing and  resident  in  the  same  counties,  whereof  every  one  of  jhe  4UHiillc^ 
-them  shall  have  free  land  or  tenement  to  the  value  of  forty  tions  of  the^- 
shillings  by  the  year,  at  the  least,  above  all  charges  ;  (3)  electors- 
and  that  they  which  shall  be  so  chose,  shall  be  dwelling 
and  resident  within  the  same  counties ;  (4)  and  Mcn*MJ[|5Jdy%he 
have  the  greatest  number  of  them  that  may  expend  40s.  Candidates.  e 
by  year,  and  above,  as  afore  is  said,  shall  be  returned  by 
the  sheriffs  of  every  county,  knights  for  the  parliament, 
by  indentures  sealed  betwixt  the  said  sheriffs  and  the  said 
choosers  so  to  be   made.    (6)  And  every  sheriff  of  the 
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;i,ir      realm  of  England,  shall  have  power  by  the  laid  authority, 

'y(('0  to  examine  upon  the  Evangelists  every  men  chooser,  how 

i  upon  much  lit  may  expend  by  the  year;  (fl)  and  if  any  sheriff 

"  i  to  the  parliament,  contrary  to  die 

icea  of  assizes,  in  their  sessions  of 

sr  -by  the  authority  aforesaid,  thereof 

ly  inquest  the  peine  be  fonmt  before 

eriff  thereof  be  duly  attainted,  that 

ill  incur  the  pain  of  1001.  to  he  paid 

nd  also  that  he  have  imprisonment 

i g  lot  to  ball  or  inaioprim :  (8)    and 

e  parliament,  returned  contrary  to 

II  lose  their  wages. 

at  he  which  cannot  expend  40a.  by 

...n.,.-  — . t  shall  in  no  wise  he  chooser  of  the 

knights  for  the  parliament ;  (2)  and  that  in  every  writ  that 
shall  hereafter  go  forth  to  the  sheriffs  to  choose  knights  for 
the  parliament,  mention  be  made  of  the  said  ordinances. 

Anno  10    Hbkiigi  VI.  Cap.  3. 
Certain  Things  required  in  kin  who  shall  be  a  Chooser  of 
the  Knights   of  Parliament.  A.  D.  1432. 

"  Item,  whereas  at  the  parliament  holden  at  Westmin- 
ster, the  morrow  of  St.  Matthew  the  apostle,  the  8th  year 
of  the  king  that  now  is,  it  was  ordained  by  the  authority 
of  the  same  parliament,  that  the  knights  of  all  counties 
within  the  realm  of  England,  to  be  chosen  to  come  to  the 
parliament  hereafter  to  be  holden,  shall  be  chosen  in  every 
county  by  people  dwelling  and  resiant  in  the  same,  whereof 
every  one  shall  have  freehold  to  the  value  of  40s.  by  year, 
at  the  least,  above  ail  charges,  npon  a  certain  pain  con. 
tained  in  the  same  statute ;  (S)  not  making  express  men- 
tion in  the  same,  that  every  man  that  shall  be  chooser  of 
any  such  knights  shall  have  freehold  to  the  valup  of  40s. 
at  the  least,  above  all  charges,  within  the  same  county, 
where  such  chooser  with  other  tike  shall  make  such  elec- 
tion, or  elsewhere :"  (3)  '  and  therefore  our  lord  the  king, 
willing  to  make  plain  declaration  of  the  said  statute,  by 
the  advice  and  assent  aforesaid,  and  at  the  special  request 
of  the  said  commons  hath  ordained,  That  the  knights  of  all 
ce:t-  counties  within  the  said  realm,  to  be  chosen  to  come  to 
li  g.  parliaments  hereafter  to  be  holden,  shall  be  chosen  in  every 
county  by  people  dwelling  and  resiant  in  the  same,  whereof 
every  man  shall  have  freehold  to  the  value  of  40s.  by  the 
year,  at  the  least,  above  all  charges  within  the  same  county 
where  any  such  chooser  will  meddle  of  any  election. 

Anno  23°  Henbici  VI.  Cap.  14. 

Who  shall  be  Knights  for  the  Parliament.  The  manner  of 
their  Election.  The  Remedy  where  one  it  chosen  and 
another  returned.  A.  D.  1444. 
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father  to  the  king  that  now  is,  amongst  other  things  It  was  ih.v.m. 
ordained^  that  the  citiaens  and  burgesses  of  cities  ami  a8  G* c' r  ]e 
boroughs,  comivg  to  the  parliament,  should  be  chosen  men 
aftizens^and  burgesses  resident,  abiding,  and  free,  in  the 
same  cities  and  boroughs,  and  none  other,  as  in  the  sane 
statute  more  fully  is  contained ;  (2)  which  citiaens  and 
burgesses,  and  no  ether,  have  always  tn  cities  and  boroughs 
been  chosen*  by  ©ttteens  and  burgesses,  and  no  other,  and 
to  the-  sheriff  of  the  counties  returned,  >  and  upon  their 
returns  received  and  accepted  by. the  parliaments  before 
■this  holden/  (8)  And  also,  whereas  by  authority  of  a  par- 
liament holds*  at  Westminster,  the  eighth  year  of  the  8  H.  vi.  c.  e?. 
reign'  of  the  king  that  now  is.  it  was  ordained  in  what 
manner  and  form  the  knights  of  the  shires  coming  to  the  par* 
ttaments,  from  thenceforth  to  be  hiolden,  should  be  chosen, 
asd  how  the  sheriffs  of  the  same  counties  thereupon  should 
make  their  returns,  as  in  the  same  statute  more  fully  ap- 
peared; (4)  by  force  of  whioji  statute  elections  of  knights 
to  comer  to  the  parliaments  sometimes  have  been  duly  made 
and  lawfully  returned,  until   now  of  late,  that  divers 
sheriffs 'of  the  counties  of  the  realm  of  England,  for  their 
singular  avail  and  lucre,  -bare  not  made  due  elections  of 
the  knights,  nor  in  convenient  'time,  nor  good  men  and 
tsue  returned,  and  sometimes  no  return  of  the  knights,  Defaults  of 
citisens;  and  burgesses  lawfully  chosen  to  come  to  the  par-  tiHl^turns 
Haments ;  (5)  but  such  knights,  ^tikeos,  and  burgesses  nave 
been  returned,  which  were  never  duly  chosen,  and  other 
eitisens  and  burgesses  than  those  which  by  the  mayors  and 
bailiff*  wese>4o  the  said  sheriffs  returned ;  (ft)  and  some* 
times  die  sheriff*  have  not  returned  the  writs  which  they 
had  to  make  election  of  knights  to  come  to  the  parliaments, 
but  the  said  writs  have  imbeeitedyand  moreover  made  no 
precept  to  the  mayor  and  baftiff,  or  to  the  bailiffs  or  bailiff 
where  no  mayor,  is,  of  cities  and  boroughs,  for  the  election 
of  citiaens  and  burgesses  to  come  to  the  parliament  by  the 
colour  of  these;  words  contained  in  the  same  writs,  "  Quod 
in  pleno  comitate!  too  eKgi  fecias  pro  comitatu  tuo  duos 
nriBtes,  .  et   pro  qtralibefc  civitate  in    cbmitata  tuo   duo 
eives,  et  pro  4)uolibet  burgo  in  comitatu  too  duos  bur- 
peases ;"  (?)  and  also  because  sufficient  penalty  and  con* 
retuent  remedy  tor   the  party  in  Socb  case  grieved  is 
net  ofdainedV  in  the  said  statutes  against   the  sheriffs, 
mayor*,  aad  bailifls,  which k  do  contrary  to  the  form  of 
the.  said  statutes*"  ( (8)  the  king  considering  the  pre- 
nsjBes  hath  ordained   by  authority  aforesaid,   t%at  the  7  h.  vy.c.  15. 
said  statutes  shall  be  duly  kept  in  all  points ;  (9)  and  *  *J. *>.-' c"  i- 
moreover  that  every  sheriff,  after  the' delivery  of  any  eH*  V,'C,T* 
sudi writ  to  hinv  made,  shall  make  and  deliver  without 
fraud,  a  sufficient  precept  under  Ms  seal  to  every  mayor 
and  bailiff,  or  to  bailiffs  or  bailiff  where  no  mayor  is,  of  the 
cities  and  boroughs  within  his  county,  reciting  the  said 
writ,  commanding  them  by  the  same  precept,  if  it  be  a  ™e  sJ>e "^ 
city,  to  choose  by  eitisenB  of  the  same  city,  citizens,  and  in  precepts™  the 
the  same  manner  and  form  if  it  be  a  borough,  by  the  bur-  gyggj  aJld  • 
gessesiof  ihe  same,  to  come  toihe  parliament:  (10)  And  that  X*  &c.  t» 
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elect  citizens,  the  same  mayor  and  bailiffs,  or  bailiffs  or  bailiff  where  no 
in^afifSient.  mayor  is,  shall  return  lawfully  the  precept  to  the  same 
sheriffs,  by  indentures  betwixt  the  same  sheriffs  and  them 
to  be  made  of  the  said  elections,  and  of  the  names  of  the 
said  citizens  and  burgesses  by  them  so  chosen,  and  there- 
upon every  sheriff  shall  make  a  good  and  rightful  return, 
of  every  such  writ  and  of  every  return  by  the  mayors  and 
bailiffs,  or  bailiffs  or  bailiff  where  no  mayor  is,  to  him  made. 
The  penalty    (11)  And  that  every  sheriff  at  every  time  that  he  doth 
makinhan  un-  contrary  *°  tn^  statute,  or  any  other  statutes  for  the  elec- 
d!ie  return  of"  tion  of  knights,  citizen s  and  burgesses  to  come  to  .the 
paSSS^nt0*   parliament,  before  this  time  made,  shall  incur  the  pain 
contained  in  the  said  statute  made  the  said  8th  year,  and 
moreover -shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  every  person  hereafter 
ohosen  knight,  citizen,  or  burgess  in  his  county,  to  come 
to  any  parliament  and  not  duly  returned,  or  to  any  other 
person,  which  in  default  of  such  knight,  citizen,  or  burgess 
will  sue,  an  1002.  whereof  every  knight,  citizen,  and  burgess 
so  grieved,  severally,  or  any  other  person  which  in  their 
default  will  sue,' shall  have  his  action  of  debt  against  the 
said  sheriff,  or  his  executors  or  administrators,  to  demand 
and  have  the  said  1002.  with  ids  costs  spent  in  that  case. 
(12)  And  that  in  such  action  taken  by  virtue  of  this  statute 
»  the  defendant  shall  not  wage  his  law  of  the  demand  afore- 
said in  any  wise,  (13)  and  that  no  defendant  in  such  action 
shall  have  any  essoin.  (14)  And  in  the  same  manner  at 
every  time  that  any  mayor  and  bailiffs,  or  bailiffs  or  bailiff 
The  penalty    where  no  mayor  is,  shall  return  other  than  those  which  be 
JJaufSf^J  chosen  by  the  citizens  and  burgesses  of  the   cities   or 
*o  undue  jS  boroughs  where  such  elections  be  or  shall  be  made,  shall 
turn.  incur  and  forfeit  to  the  king  402.  and  moreover  shall  forfeit 

and  pay  to  every  person  hereafter  chosen  citizen  or  bur- 
gess to  come  to  the  parliament,  and  not  by  the  same  mayor 
and  bailiff,  or  bailiffs  or  bailiff  where  no  mayor  is  returned, 
or  to  any  other  person  which  in  default  of  such  citizen  or 
burgess  bo  chosen,  will  sue,  402.  whereof  every  of  the  citi- 
zens and  burgesses  so  grieved  severally,  or  any  other  per- 
son, which  in  their  default  will  sue,  shall  have  his  action  of 
debt  against  every  of  the  said  mayor  and  bailiffs,  or  bailiffs 
or  bailiff  where  no  mayor  is,  against  their  executors  or  ad- 
ministrators, to  demand  and  have  of  every  the  said  mayor 
and  bailiffs,  or  bailiffs  or  bailiff  where  no  mayor  is,  402. 
with  his  costs  in  this  case  expended ;  (15)  and  that  in  such 
action  of  debt,  taken-  by  force  of  this  statute,  no  defendant 
in  any  wise  shall  wage  his  law  of  the  said  demand,  nor 
have  any  essoin. 

2.  '  And  that  every  sheriff  that  maketh  no  due  election 

of  knights  to  come  to  the  parliament,  in  convenient  time, 

At  what  time  that  is  to  say,  every  sheriff  in  his  full  county,  betwixt  the 

kiShtafJrSe  hmu  of  8  and  the  hour  of  u  Defore  no°n  without  collusion 

shire  shall  be  in  this  behalf;  (2)  and  that  every  sheriff  that  maketh  not 

chouQ.  g00d  an(j  true  return  of  such  elections  of  knights  to  come 

to  the  parliament  in  time  to  come,  as  to  them  pertaineth, 

in  manner  and  form  aforesaid,  shall  forfeit  to  the  king 

an  1002,  and  also  shall  incur  the  pain  of  an  1002.  to  be  paid  to 
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him  that  will  sue  against  him,  ibis  executors  or  admini*. 
trators,  for  this  cause,  by  way  of  action  of  debt,  with  his 
costs  in  this  behalf  expended,  without  waging  of  law  of  his 
demand  or  having  essoin  as  afore  is  said. 

3%  Provided  always,  That  every  knight    citizen,  and 
burgees,,  to  come  to  any  parliament,  hereafter  to  be  holden 
in  due  form,  chosen  and  not  returned,  as  afore  is  said,  shall 
begin  bis  action  of  debt  aforesaid,  within  3  months  after 
the  same  parliament  commenced,  to  proceed  in  the  same  Suiutob*  " 
suit  effectually  without  fraud ;  (2)  and  if  he  so  do  not,  commenced' 
another  that  will  sue  shall  have  the  said  action  of  debt  (as  months*after 
it  is  before  said)  and  shall  recover  the  same  sum  with  his  the  p*^*' 
costs  spent  in  this  behalf,- in  manner  and  form  aforesaid,  so  meot  bcgua' 
that  no  defendant  injrach  action  shall  wage  his  law  nor  be 
essoined  in  any  wise  as  afore  is  said;  (3)  and  if  any 
knight,  citizens,  or  burgess,  hereafter  returned  by  the  she- 
riff to  come  to  the  parliament  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  after 
such  return,  be  by  any  person  put  out,  and  another  put 
in  his  place,  that  such  person  so  put  in  the  place  of  him 
which  is  out,  if  he  take  upon  him  to  be  knight,  citizen,  or 
burgess,  at  any  parliament  in  time  to  come  shall  forfeit  to  The  p*naity*it 
the  king  an  1001.,  and  an  1001.  to  the  knight,  citizen,  or  bur-  Kykn|$Tc? 
gess,  so  returned  by  the  sheriff,  and  after  as  afore  is  said  put  tizen,  or  bur- 
out;  (4)  and  that  the  knight,  citizen  or  burgess,  which  is  so  o^andanS 
put  out,  shall  have  an  action  of  debt  of  the  same  1001.  against  tber  put  in  his 
such  person  put  in  his  place,  his  executors  or  ad  minis-  p     ' 
trators ;  (5)  provided  always,  That  he  shall  begin  his  suit 
within  three  months  after  the  parliament  commenced ;  (6) 
and  if  he  do  not,  then  he  that  will  sue  shall  have  an  action 
of  debt  of  the  same  1001.  against  him,  which  is  put  in  place 
of  him  that  is  so  put  out  after  such  return,  his  executors,  or 
administrators,  and  that  no  defendant  in  such  action,  shall 
wage  his  law  nor  be  essoined :  (7)  and  that  suchjprocess 
shall  be  in  the  actions  aforesaid,  as  in  a  writ  of  trespass,  done 
against  the  peace  at  the  common  law;  (8)  so  that  the 
knights  of  the  shires  for  the  parliament,  hereafter  to  be  cho- 
sen, shall  be  notable  knights  of  the  same  counties  for  which  what  sort  ot 
they  thall  be  chosen  ;  or  otherwise  such  notable  esquires,  Pf  "jj11  shali  <• 
gentlemen  of  birth  of  the  same  counties,  as  shall  be  abler  to  knights  of 
be  knights ;  (9)  and  no  man  to  be  such   knight  which  the  «Mre*. 
standeth  in  the  degree  of  a  yeoman  and  under.' 


Anno  6°  Henrici  VIII.  Cap.  16. 

An  Act  that jio  Knights  of  Shires  nor  Burgesses  depart  before 
the  End  of  Parliament.  A.  D.  1514. 

'  Forasmuch  as  commonly  in  the  end  of  every  parliament 
divers  and  many  great  and  weighty  matters,  as  well  touch- 
ing the  pleasure,  weal,  and  surety  of  our  sovereign  lord  the 
king,  as  the  cpmmon  weal  of  this  his  realm  and  subjects,  are 
to  be  treated,  communed  of,  and  by  authority  of  parliament 
to  be  concluded  ;  (2)  so  it  is  .that  divers  knights  of  shires, 
citizens  for  cities,  burgesses  for  boroughs,  and  barons  of.  the 
cinque  ports,  long  time  before  the  end  of  the  said  parlia- 
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meat,  of  their  own  authorities,  departand  go  home  into 
their  countries,  whereby  the  said  great  and  weighty  mat- 
ters are  many  times  greatly  delayed  ,*'  ($)  in  consideration 
whereof,  be  it  enacted,  &c»  That  from  henceforth  none 
of  the  said  knights,  citizens,  burgesses,  an*  barons,  nor 
any  of  them  that  hereafter  shall  be  elected  to  come  or  be  in 
any  parliament,  do  not  depart  from  the  said  parliament,  nor 
absent  himself  from  the  same,  'till  the  said  parliament  be 
fully  finished,  ended,  or  prorogued,  except  he  or  they  so 
departing  have  licence  of  the  speaker  and  commons,  in  the 
•aid  parliament  assembled,  and  the  same  licence  be  entered 
of  record  in  the  book  of  the  clerk  of  the  parliament,  ap- 
pointed or  to  be  appointed  for  the  commons  house,  upon 
pain  to  every  of  them  so  departing,  or  absenting  themselves 
in  any  other  manner,  to  lose  all  those  sums  of  money 
which  he  or  they'should  or  ought  to  have  had  for  his  or  their 
wages  ;  (4)  and  that  all  the  counties,  cities,  and  boroughs, 
whereof  any  such  person  shall  be  elected,  and  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  same,  shall  be  dearly  discharged  of  all  the 
said  wages  against  the  said  person  and  persons,  and  their 
executors,  for  evermore/ 

Anno  27°  Henrick  VIII.  Cap.  26. 

Concerning  the  Laws  U  be  used  in  Wales, 

A.  D.  1535. 

28.  And  it  is  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  for  this  present  parliament,  and  all  other  parliaments 
to  be  holden  and  kept  for  this  realm,  two  knights  shall  be 
chosen  and  elected  to  the  same  parliament  for  the  shire  of 
Two  knights   Monmouth,  and  one  burgess  for  the  borough  of  Monmouthy 
Mornnoutii?  °f  ™  ^ke  "tanner,  form,  and  order,  as  knights  and  burgesses 
and  one  bur-   of  the  parliament  to  be  elected  and  chosen  in  all  other 
foewnf°r  the    «*»««*  «f  this  realm  of  England ;  (2)  and  that  the  same 
knights  and  burgesses  shall  have  like  dignity,  pre-emi* 
nence,  and  privilege,  (3)  and  shall  he  allowed  such  fees  as 
other  knights  and  burgesses  of  the  parliament  have  been 
allowed  $  (4)  and  the  knights  fees  to  be  levied,  perceived, 
received,  gathered,  and  paid,  in  such  manner,  form  and 
order*  as  such  fees  be  gathered,  levied,  perceived,  re- 
ceived and  paid,  in  other  shires  of  this  (realm  of  England ; 
(5)  and  the  burgesses  fees  to  be  levied  as  well  within  the 
borough  of  Monmouth,  as  within  all  other  ancient  boroughs 
within  the  said  shire  of  Monmouth. 

&ge£effor  S9'  And  that  for  'fl**  Present  parliament,  and  all  other 
tbepariia.  parliaments  to  be  holden' and  kept  for  this  realm,  one 
ww? thefrfeSi  knight  shaU  be  ehosen  and  elected  to  the  same  parliaments, 
for  every  of  the  shires  of  Brecknoek,Rodjior,MoiUgomery,and 
Denbigh,  and  for  every  other  shire  within  the  said  country 
or  dominion  of  Wales  ;  (2)  and  for  every  borough,  being  a 
shire  town  within  the  said  country  or  dominion  of  Waits, 
except  the  shim  town  of  the  foresaid  county  of  Merioaethv 
one  burgess  ;  (3)  and  the  election  to  be  in  like  mannei>, 
form,  and  order,  as  knights  and  burgesses  <of  the  pariia* 
ment,  to  be  eleoted  and  chosen  in  other  shires  of  this  realm  i 
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(4)  ami  that  the  knights  and  burgesses,  and  every  of  them, 
shall  have  like  dignity,  pre-eminence,  and  privilege,  and 
shall  be  allowed  such  fees,  as  other  knights  of  the  parlia- 
ment have  and  be  allowed ;  (5)  and  the  knights  fees  to  be 
levied  and  gathered  of  the  commons  of  the  shire  that  they 
be  elected  in ;  (6)  and  the  burgesses  fees  to  be  levied  and 
gathered  as. well  of  the  boroughs  and  shire  towns,  as  (hey 
be  burgesses  of,  as  of  all  other  ancient  boroughs  within  the 
same  shires. 


Anno  34<>  &  35°  Henrici  VIII.  Cap.  13. 

An  Act  for  making  of  Knights  and  Burgesses  within  the 

County  and  City  of  Chester. 

A.  D.  1542. 

*  To  the  king  our  sovereign  lord,  in  most  humble  wise, 
shewn  unto  your  excellent  majesty,  the  inhabitants  of  your 
grace's  county  palatine  of  Chester,  That  where  the  said 
county  palatine  of  Chester  is  and  hath  been  always  hitherto 
exempt,  excluded,  and  separated,  out  and  from  your  high 
court  of  parliament  to  have  any  knights  and  burgesses 
within  the  said  court;  by  reason  whereof  the  said  in- 
habitants have  hitherto  sustained  manifold  disherisons, 
losses,  and  damages,  as  well  in  their  lands,  goods,  and 
bodies,  as*  in  the  good,  civil,  and  politic  governance  and 
maintenance  of  the  common- wealth  of  their  said  country  : 

(2)  and  forasmuch  as  the  said  inhabitants  have  always 
hitherto  been  bound  by  the  acts  and  statutes  made  and  or- 
dained by  your  said  highness  and  your  most  noble  proge- 
nitors, by  authority  of  the  said  court,  as  far  forth  as  other 
counties,  cities,  and  boroughs,  have  been  that  have  had 
their  knights  and  burgesses  within  your  said  court  of  par- 
liament, and  yet  have  had  neither  knight  nor  burgess  there 
for  the  said  county  palatine,  the  said  inhabitants,  for  lack 
thereof,  have  been  oftentimes  touched  and  grieved  with 
acts  and  statutes  made  within  the  said  court,  as  well  dero- 
gatory unto  the  most  ancient  jurisdictions,  liberties,  and 
privileges  of  your  said  county  palatine,  as  prejudicial  unto 
the  common-wealth,  quietness,  rest,  and  peace  of  your 
grace's  most  bounden  subjects  inhabiting  within  the  same :' 

(3)  for  remedy  whereof,  may  it  please  your  said  highness 
that  it  may  be  enacted,  &c.  That  from  the  end  of  this  pre- 
sent session,  the  said  county  palatine  [of]  Chester  shall 

have  two  knights  for  the  said  county  palatine,  and  likewise  Th<  countyof 
two  citizens  to  be  burgesses  for  the  city  of  Chester,  to  be  Chester  shall 
elected  and  chosen  by  process  to  be  awarded  by  the  chan-  kn?gh£forthe 
cellor  of  England,  unto  the  chamberlain  of  Chester,  his  shire,  and  the 
lieutenant  or  depufy  for  the  time  being ;  (4)  and  also  like  S£fu^£ 
process  to  be  made  by  the  said  chamberlain,  his  lieutenant  for  the  parii* 
or  deputy,  to  the  sheriff  of  the  said  county  of  Chester ;  (5  J  ment- 
and  the  same  election  to  'fie  made  under  like  manner  ana 
form  to  all  intents,  constructions,  and  purposes,  as  is  used 
within  the  .county  palatine  of  Lancaster,  or  any  other 
county  and  city  within  this  realm  of  England ;  (6)  which 
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said  knights  and  burgesses,  and  every  of  them  so  elected 
and  chosen,  shall  be  "returned  by  the  said  sheriff  into  the 
chancery  of  England  in  due  form,  land  upon  like  pains  as  it 
is  ordained  that  the  sheriff  or  sheriffs  of  any  other  county 
within  this  realm  should  make  their  return  in  like  case ;  (7) 
and  which  said  knights  and  burgesses,  and  every  of  them 
so  elected  and  returned,  shall  be  knights  and  burgesses  of 
the  court  of  parliament  and  have  Hke  voice  and  authority  to 
all  intents  and  purposes  as  any  other  the  knights  and  bur* 
Besses  of  the  said  court  of  parliament  have,  use,  and  enjoy; 
(8)  and  in  likewise  shall  and  may  take  all  and  every  Such 
like  liberties,  advantages,  dignities,  privileges,  wages,  fees, 
and  commodities,  concerning  this  said  court  of  parliament, 
to  all  intents,  constructions,  and  purposes,  as  any  other  the 
knights  and  burgesses  of  the  said  court  shall,  may,  or  ought 
to,  have,  take,  or  enjoy. 


Anno  85°  Henaici  VIII.  Cap.  11. 

The  Bill  for  Knights  and  Burgesses  in  Wales,  concerning  the 
Payment  of  their  Fees  and  Wages. 

A.  D.  1543. 

i  Where  the  knights  of  all  and  every  shire  of  this  realm 
of  England  and  Wales,  and  the  burgesses  of  all  cities, 
towns  and  boroughs  of  the  same  be  named,  elected,  and 
chosen  for  their  assembly  in  the  king's  high  court  of  parlia- 
ment, as  by  ancient  laudable  laws  and  customs  of  this  realm 
hath  been  used  and  accustomed,  at  and  by  the  king's  ma- 
jesty's high  commandments,  unto  the  which  knights  and 
burgesses  their  fees  and  wages  be  assigned  certainly;  that 
is  to  say,  to  every  knight  by  the  day  4s.  and  to  every  citizen 
and  burgess  by  the  day  2s.  or  more,  as  heretofore  hath  been 
accustomed,  (2)  accounting  for  the  same  so  many  days  as 
the  said  high  court  of  parliament  endureth,  with  addition 
thereunto  of  so  many  days  as  every  such  knight  and  burgess 
may  reasonably  journey  and  resort  from  their  habitations  or 
dwelling  places  to  the  said  high  court  of  parliament,  and 
from  the  said  high  court  to  return  to  their  habitations  or 
dwelling  places,  together  with  their  costs  of  writs,  and  other 
ordinary  fees  and  charges;  (8)  which  wages,  fees,  and 
charges,  at  all  times  ought  to  be  levied  and  collected  by  the 
sheriffs,  and  by  the  mayors,  bailiffs,  and  other  head  officers 
of  and  in  the  cities,  boroughs,  and  towns  aforesaid,  wherein 
some  of  the  said  sheriffs,  mayors,  and  bailiffs,  and  other 
head  officers,  have  been  negligent  and  laches,  not  endeavour* 
ing  themselves  in  accomplishment  of  their  duties  in  collec- 
tion and  payment  of  the  same  in  due  form,  according  to  jus* 
tice,  to  the  great  hurt,  injury,  and  delay  of  the  king's  said 
subjects/  (4)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
.  _  "  this  present  parliament,  that  the  sheriffs  for  the  time  being, 
shall  gather  of  every  of  the  twelve  shires  in  Wales,  and  in  the  county  of 
tjje  ware  of  Monmouth,  from  the  beginning  of  this  present  parliament, 
wmSfimt?  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  by  force  of  this  act  to 
iS  Monmouth  S*tne1f  an<*  levv> 0T  cau*e  to  D*  gathered  and  levied,  the 
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knights  fees  and  wages,  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  twelve 
shires,  and  of  the  said  county  of  Monmouth,  which  ought  to 
pay  the  same ;  and  the  same  so  gathered,  shall  pay,  or  cause 
to  be  paid,'to  every  snch  knight  or  knights,  or  to  his  or  their 
assigns,  within  the  term  of  two  months  after  that  any  such 
knight  or  knights  shall  deliver  or  cause  to  be  delivered,  the 
king's  writ  de  solutions  feodi  militis  parliaments  to  any  such 
sheriff;  (5)  and  every  such  sheriff  making  default  of  pay- 
ment of  the  said  fees  or  wages,  in  manner  and  form  as  is 
aforesaid,  to  lose  and  forfeit  202.  whereof  the  one  moiety  to 
be  to  the  king's  use,  and  the  other  to  his  or  their  use  that 
will  sue  for  the  same  in  any  of  the  king's  courts  of  record, 
by  information,  bill,  or  plaint,  or  otherwise  afore  any  of  the 
king's  officers,  wherein  no  essoin,  protection,  or  wager  of 
law  shall  be  admitted.  (6)  And  if  it  shall  happen  any 
sheriff,  in  any  of  the  said  twelve  shires  and  county  of  Mon- 
mouth, to  make  default  of  payment  of  the  said  wages  or  fees 
by  a  longer  term  than  two  months,  then  every  such  sheriff  to 
forfeit  for  every  month  that  he  or  they  shall  make  default 
20/.  to  be  forfeited  and  levied  in  manner  and  form  as  is 
aforesaid. 

2.  And  that  every  mayor  and  bailiff,  and  other  head  of-  The  ievy,ng 
fleers  of  cities,  boroughs,  and  towns  in  every  of  the  said  ofthe  wages  of 
twelve  shires,  and  in  the  said  county  of  Monmouth,  within  rf^/iiS. 
like  term  and  space  of  two  months  after  the  receipt  of  the 

king's  majesty's  writ  de  $olutume  feod'  burgetu'  parliatnenf, 
like  as  is  before  mentioned  for  gathering  or  levying  of  the 
knights  fees,  shall  levy,  gather  and  pay  the  wages  and  fees 
to  their  burgesses  in  like  manner  and  form  as  is  aforesaid, 
and  in  and  under  like  pains  and  forfeitures,  as  be  before 
mentioned  to  be  levied  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  every  . 
such  mayor,  bailiff  and  other  head  officer  to  whom  the  king's 
said  writ  shall;  be  directed  for  the  levying  of  such  feet, 
making  default  of  payment  of  the  said  fees  and  wages  to  the 
burgesses  in  manner  and  form  as  is  aforesaid. 

3.  Ajid  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
forasmuch  as  the  inhabitants  of  all  cities  and  boroughs  in 
every  the  said  twelve  shires  within  Wales,  and  in  the  said 
county  of  Monmouth,  not  finding  burgesses  for  the  parlia- 
ment themselves,  most  bear  and  pay  the  burgesses  wages 
within  the  shire  towns  of  and  in  every  the  said  twelve  shires 
in  Wales,  and  in  the  said  county  of  Monmouth,  That  from 
the  beginning  of  the  said  parliament,  the  burgesses  of  all 
and  every  of  the  said  cities,  boroughs,  and  towns  which  be 
and  shall  be  contributary  to  the  payment  of  the  burgesses 
wages  of  the  said  shire  towns,  shall  be  lawfully  admonished 
by  proclamation  ;or  otherwise,  by  the  mayors,  bailiffs,  or 
other  head  officers  of  the  said  towns,  or  by  one  of  them  to 
come  and  to  give  their  elections  for  the  electing  of  the  said 
burgesses  at  such  time  and  place  lawful  and  reasonable  as 
shall  be  assigned  for  the  same  intent  by  the  said  mayors, 
bailiffs,  and  other  bead  officers  of  the  said  shire  towns,  or  by  Who  shall  be 
one  of  them;  in  which  elections  the  burgesses  shall  have  £?2S»0ofe 
like  voice  and  authority  to  elect,  name,  and  choose  the  hnr-  parliament  in 
gesees  of  every  the  said  shite  towns,  like  and  in  such  man~M?Bm«£ti. 
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[appendix. 


wages. 


ner  as  the  burgesses  of  the  said  shire  towns  have  or 
use. 

4.  Provided  always,  that  two  justices  of  the  peace  in 
every  of  the  shires  in  Wales,  and  in  the  said  county  of 
Monmouth  by  force  of  this  act,  shall  have  full  power  and 
roughs  aiuHn-  authority  indifferently  to  lot  and  tax  every  city,  borough, 
habitants  for  ":and  town  within  the  shires  in  Wales,  wherein  they  do  in- 
warre?rge"ts  °*Mt>  ai|d  'n  *ne  sa^  county  of  Monmouth,  for  the  portions 
and  rates  that  every  the  said  cities  and  boroughs  shall  bear 
and  pay  towards  the  said  burgesses,  within  the  said  shire 
towns  of  every  of  the  said  shires  in  Wales  and  the  county  of 
Monmouth ;  (2)  which  rates  so  rated  and  taxed  in  gross  by 
the  said  two  justices  of  peace  as  is  aforesaid,  shall  be  again 
rated  and  taxed  on  the  inhabitants  of  every  the  said  cities 
and  boroughs,  by  four  or  six  discreet  and  substantial  bur- 
gesses of  every  the  said  cities  and  boroughs  in  Wales, 
thereunto  named  and  assigned  by  the  mayor,  bailiffs  or 
other  bead  officers  of  the  said  cities,  towns,  and  boroughs, 
for  the  time  being,  and  thereupon  the  mayors,  bailiffs,  or 
other  head  officers  of  every  such  city,  borough,  and  town,  to 
collect  and  gather  the  same,  and  thereof  to  make  payment, 
in  manner  and  form  as  is  aforesaid,  to  the  burgesses  of  the 
parliament  for  the  time  being,  within  like  time,  and  upon 
the  like  pains  and  forfeitures  as  is  abovementioned. 


The  county 
palatine  of 
Durham  to 
send  two 
knights,  and 
the  city  of 
Durham  to 
send  |two  bur- 

{ [esses  to  par- 
laraent. 


Anno  25o  Caroli  II.  Cap.  9. 

An  Act  to  enable  the  County  Palatine  of  Durham  to  send 
Knights  and  Burgesses  to  serve  in  Parliament. 

A.  D.  1672. 

'  Whereas  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  palatine  of 
Durham,  have  not  hitherto  had  the  liberty  and  privilege  of 
electing  and  sending  any  knights  and  burgesses  to  the  high 
court  of  parliament,  although  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
county  palatine  are  liable  to  all  payments,  rates,  and  sub- 
sidies granted  by  parliament,  equally  with  the  inhabitants 
of  other  counties,  cities,  and  boroughs  in  this  kingdom  who 
have  their  knights  and  burgesses  in  the  parliament,  and  are 
therefore  concerned  equally  with  others  the  inhabitants  of 
this  kingdom,  to  have  knights  and  burgesses  in  the  said 
high  court  of  parliament  of  their  own  election,  to  represent 
the  condition  of  their  county,  as  the  inhabitants  of  other 
counties,  cities,  and  boroughs  of  this  kingdom  have;'  (2) 
wherefore  may  it  please  your  majesty,  that  it  may  be  en- 
acted and  be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  from  time  to  time,  and  at 
all  times  from  and  after  the  end  of  this  present  session  of 
parliament,  the  said  county  palatine  of  Durham  vmay  have 
two  knights  for  the  same  county,  and  the  city  of  Durham, 
two  citizens  to  be  burgesses  for  the  same  city,  for  ever  here- 
after to  serve  in  the  high  court  of  parliament;  (3)  to  be 
elected  and  -chosen  by  virtue  of  your  majesty's  writ,  to  be 
awarded  by  the  lord  chancellor,  or  lord  keeper  of  the  great 
seal  of  England  for  the  time  being,  in  that  behalf,  to  the 
lord  bishop  of  Durham,  or  his  temporal  chancellor  of  the 
said  county  of  Durham,  and  a  precept  to  be  thereupon 
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grounded,  and  ma?i«  by  the  lord  bishop  of  Durham,  or  Mb 
temporal  chancellor  for  the  time  being,  to  the  sheriff  of  the 
said  county  for  the  tiale  being ;  (4)  and  the  same  election 
from  time  to  time  to  be  made  in  the  manner  and  form  fol-  How  the  eiec- 
lowing,  that  is  to  say,  the  eleotions  of  the  knights  to  serve  made?™  ° 
lor  the  said  county  palatine  from  time  to  time  hereafter  to 
be  made  by  t}ie  greater  number  of  freeholders  of  the  Bftid 
county  palatine  of  Durham,  which  from  time  to  time  shall 
present  at  such  elections,  accordingly  as  is  used  in  other 
counties  in  this  your  majesty's  kingdom ;  (5)  and  that  the 
election  of  the  said  burgesses  from  time  to  time,  to  serve  in 
the  high  court  of  parliament  for  the  city  of  Durham,  to  be 
made  from  time  to  time,  by  the  major  part  of  the  mayor, 
aldermeo,  and  freemen  of  the  said  city  o£  Durham,  which 
from  time  to  time  shall  be  present  at  such  elections ;  (6)  By  whom  to 
which  said  knights  and  burgesses  and  every  of  them,  so  ** returncd- 
elected  or  returned,  shall  be  returned  by  the  said  sheriff  - 
into  the  chancery  of  England,  in  due  form,  .and  upon  the 
like  pains  as  be  ordained  for  the  sheriff  Or  sheriffs  of  any 
other  county  of  this  kingdom  to  make  his  or  their  returns  in 
Uke  oases ;  (7)  and  that  the  said  knights  and  burgesses  and 
.every  of  them,  so, elected  and  returned,  shall  be  by  authority 
of  this  present  act,  knights  and  burgesses  of  the  high  court 
of  parliament,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  and  have  and  use 
the  Uke  voice,  authority,  and  places  therein,  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  as  any  other  the. knights  and  burgesses  of  the 
said  court  of  parliament,  have,  use  and  enjoy,  and  likewise 
shall  and  may,  by  virtue  of  this  present  act,  take,  have,  use, 
and  enjoy  all  such  and  the  like  liberties,  advantages,  dig- 
nities and  privileges  concerning  the  said  court  of  parliament 
to  all  intents,  constructions  and  purposes,  as  any  other  the 
knights  and  burgesses  of  the  said  high  court  of  parliament 
have  taken,  had  used  or  enjoyed,  or  shall,  may  or  ought 
hereafter  to  have,  take,  or  enjoy. 


13.) 


A.nno  30o  Caroli  II.  Stat.  2.  Cap.  1. 

An  Act  for  the  more  effectual  preserving  the  King* 8  Person 
and  Government,  by  disabling  Papists  from  sitting  in  either 
House  of  Parliament.  A.  D.  1677. 

'Forasmuch  as.  divers  good  laws  have  been  made  for  3  Car.  A.  c.  2. 
preventing  the  increase  and  danger  of  popery  in  this  king- 
dom* which  have  not  had  the  desired  effects,  by  reason  of 
the  free  access  which  popish  recusants  have  had  to  his  ma- 
jesty's court,  and  by  reason  of  the  liberty  which,  of  late, 
same  of  the  recusant  have  had  and  taken  to  sit  and  vote  in 
parliament/ 

g.  Wherefore,  and  for  the  safety  of  his  majesty's  royal 
person  and  .government,  be  it  enacted,  &c,  That  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of -December,  which  shall  be  in  the  year 
of  oonlord  God  1676,  no  person  that  now  is  or  hereafter 
shall  be  a. peer  .of  this  realm,  or  member  of  the  house  of 
peers,  shall  vote,  or  make  his  proxy  in  the  house  of  peers, 
or  sit  there  during  amy  debate  in  the  said  house  of  peers ; 
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(2)  nor  any  person  that  now  is  or  hereafter  shall  be  a  mem- 
ber of  the  house  of  commons,  shall  vote  in  the  house  of 
commons  nor  sit  there  during  any  debate  in  the  said  house 
of  commons  after  the  speaker  is  chosen  ;  (3)  until  such  peer 
For  these        or  member  shall,  from  time  to  time  respectively,  and  in 
aatd\ree  1  Wa  manner  following,  first  take  the  several  oaths  of  allegiance 
?"<:.  i.'s!T'    and  supremacy,  and  make,  subscribe,  and  audibly  repeat 
*£•  this  declaration  following : 

tion.  ec  ara*       3.  'I,  A.  B.  do  solemnly  and  sincerely,  in  the  presence 
of  God,  profess,  testify,  and  declare,  that  I  do  believe  that 
in  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  there  is  not  any 
transubstantiation  of  the  elements  of  bread  and  wine  into 
the  body  and  blood  of  Christ,  at  or  after  the  consecration 
thereof  by  any  person  whatsoever ;  (2)  and  that  the  invoca- 
tion or  adoration  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  or  any  other  saint, 
and  the  sacrifice  of  the  Mass  as  they  are  now  used  in  the 
This  deciara-  church  of  Rome,  are  superstitious  and  idolatrous.    (3)  And 
S??bwibby  an  *  ^°  s°lemnly,  in  tDe  presence  of  God,  profess,  testify,  and 
professed        declare,  that  I  do  make  this  declaration  and  every  part 
SSirSn of  is  thereof,  *n  tne  plain  and  ordinary  sense  of  the  words  read 
by  i  Aun%  st.'  unto  me,  as  they  are  commonly  understood  by  English  Pro- 
i.  c  32.  s.  7.    testants,  without  any  evasion,  equivocation  or  mental  re- 
servation whatsoever,  and  without  any  dispensation  already 
granted  me  for  this  purpose  by  the  Pope,  or  any  other  au- 
thority or  person  whatsoever,  or  without  any  hope  of  any 
such  dispensation  from  any  person  or  authority  whatsoever, 
or  without  thinking,  that  I  am  or  can  be  acquitted  before 
God  or  man,  or  absolved,  of  this  declaration  or  any  part 
thereof,  although  the  Pope,  or  any  other  person  or  persons 
or  power  whatsoever,  should  dispense  with  or  annul  the 
same,  or  declare  that  it  was  nul  or  void  from  the  begin- 
ning/ 

4.  Which  said  oaths  and  declarations  shall  be  in  this 

and  every  succeeding  parliament,  solemnly  and  publicly 

made  and  subscribed  betwixt  the  hours  of  nine  in  the  morn- 

The  time  and  ing  and  four  in  the  afternoon,  by  every  such  peer  and  mem- 

fn^teoaths    Der  °^ tne  house °f  peers,  at  the  table  in  the  middle  of  the 

and  making     said  house,  before  he  take  his  place  in  the  said  house  of 

Sthe^ecia-  Peer8>  and  whilst  a  full  house  of  peers  is  there  with  their 

ration.  speaker  in  his  place  ;  (2)  and  by  every  such  member  of  the 

house  of  commons,  at  the  table  in  the  middle  of  the  said 

house,  and  whilst  a  full  house  of  commons  is  there  duly 

sitting  with  their  speaker  in  his  chair ;  (3)  and  that  the 

same  be  done  in  either  house,  in  such  like  order  or  method 

as  each  house  is  called  over  by  respectively. 

Members  of        5-  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  from  and  after  the 

parliament      &a\&  first  day  of  December,  every  peer  of  this  realm  and 

"nd  declaring  member  of  the  house  of  peers,  and  every  peer  of  the  king- 

andafrecu»ants  <*om  °^  Scotland  or  °f tne  kingdom  of  Ireland,  being  of  the 

^uvfc^ufoi?    age  of  one  and  twenty  years  or  upwards,  not  having  taken 

kidd*nor>c      the  said  oaths  and  made  and  subscribed  the  said  deciara- 

queen's  pre-    tion  >  (2)  ana*  every  member  of  the  said  house  of  commons 

ence.  not  having  as  aforesaid  taken  the  said  oaths,  and  made  and 

subscribed  the  said  declaration;  (3)  and  every  person  now  or 

hereafter  convicted  of  Popish  recusancy,  (4)  who  hereafter 
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shall  at  any  time,  after  the  said  first  day  of  December, 
come  advisedly  into  or  remain  in  the  presence  of  the  king's 
majesty,  or  queen's  majesty,  or  shall 'come  into  the  court  or 
house  where  they  or  any  of  them  reside,  as  well  during  the 
reign  of  his  present  majesty  (whose  life  God  long  preserve) 
as  during  the  reigns  of  any  of  his  royal  successors  kings  or 
queens  of  England  ;  (5)  shall  incur  and  suffer  all  the  pains, 
penalties,  forfeitures,  and  disabilities,  in  this  act  mentioned 
or  contained  ;  (6)  unless  such  peer,  member  or  person  so 
convicted,  do  respecti vely,  in  the  next  term  after  such  his 
coming  or  remaining,  take  the  said  oaths,  and  make  and 
subscribe  the  said  declaration  iu  his  majesty's  high  court 
of  chancery  between  the  hours  of  nine  and  twelve  in  the 
forenoon. 

6.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afoiesaid, 
That  if  any  person  that  now  is,  or  hereafter  shall  be  a  peer 
of  this  realm,  or  member  of  the  house  of  peers,  or  member 
of  the  house  of  commons,  shall  presume  to  do  any  thing 
contrary  to  this  act,  or  shall  offend  in  any  of  the  cases 
aforesaid  ;  That  then  every  such  peer  and  member  so  o£ 
fending,  shall  from  thenceforth  be  deemed  and  adjudged  a 
Popish  recusant  convict  to  all  intents  and  purposes  what-  upoDPmtni-y 
soever  ;  (2)  and  shall  forfeit  and  suffer  as  a  Popish  recu-  ben  oi'iKtriia- 
sant  convict ;  (3)  and  shall  be  disabled  to  hold  or  execute  S^contraiV 
any  office  or  place  of  profit  or  trust,  civil  or  military,  in  any  to  this  art. 
of  bis  majesty's  realms  in  England  or  Ireland,  dominion 

of  Wales,  or  town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  or  in  any  of  his 
majesty's  islands,  or  foreign  plantations  to  the  said  realms 
belonging ;  (4)  and  shall  be  disabled  (rom  thenceforth  to 
sit  or  vote  in  either  house  of  parliament,  or  make  a  proxy 
in  the  house  of  peers,  (5)  or  to  sue  or  use  any  ac- 
tion, bill,  plaint,  or  information  in  course  of  law,  or  to 
•prosecute  any  suit  in  any  court  of  equity,  (6)  or  to  be  guar- 
dian of  any  child,  or  executor  or  administrator  of  any  per-  . 
son,  (7)  or  capable  of  any  legacy  or  deed  of  gift,  (8)  and 
shall  forfeit  for  every  wilful  offence  against  this  act,  the 
sum  of  five  hundred  pounds  to  be  recovered  and  received 
by  him  or  them  that  shall  sue  for  the  same,  and  to  be  pro- 
secuted by  any  action  of  debt,  suit,  bill,  plaint,  or  informa- 
tion in  any  of  his  majesty's  courts  at  Westminster,  wherein 
no  essoin,  protection,  or  wager  of  law  shall  lie. 

7.  A  nd  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  Ejtoerr/^"^,t 
That  from  the  said  first  day  of  December,  it  shall  and  may  mayTauM^'' 
be  lawful,  to  and  for  the  house  of  peers  and  house  of  com-  my  °J  th*,r 
mons,  or  either  of  them  respectively,  as  often  as  they  or  swear  and 
either  of  them  shall  see  occasion,  either  in  this  present  par-  Jjjjjjjjjjf  *s 
liament,  or  any  other  hereafter  to  be  holden,  to  order  and 

cause  all  or  any  of  the  members  of  their  respective  houses 
of  parliament,  openly  in  their  respective  houses  of  parlia- 
ment, to  take  the  said  oaths,  and  to  make  and  subscribe  the 
said  declaration,  at  such  times  and  in  such  manner  as  tjjey 
shall  feppoint.  (2)  And  if  any  peer  shall,  contrary  to  such 
order  made  by  their  said  house,  wilfully  presume  to  sit 
therein,  without  taking  the  said  oaths,  and  subscribing  the 
said  declaration,  according  to  the  said  order,  every  such 
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peer  or  member  of  the  house  of  peers,  so  presuming  to  sift, 
shall  be  adjudged,  and  is  hereby  declared,  to  be  uncapa- 
ble,  and  disabled  in  law,  to  all  intents  and  purposes  what- 
soever, to  sit  in  the  said  bouse  of  peers,  and  give  any  voice 
therein,  either  by  proxy  or  otherwise  howsoever,  during 
that  parliament ;  (3)  and  if  any  member  or  members  of  the 
house  of  commons  shall,  contrary  to  suck  order  made  by 
their  house,  wilfully  presume  to  sit  therein,  without  taking 
the  said  oaths,  and  making  and  subscribing  the  said  de- 
claration, every  such  member  or  members  of  the  house  of 
commons  so  presuming  to  sit,  shall  be  adjudged,  and  is 
hereby  declared,  to  be  un capable  and  disabled  in  law,  to 
all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever,  to  sit  is  the  said  house 
of  commons,  or  give  any  voice  therein  during  that  parlia- 
ment. , 

8.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  in  every  case  where  any 

member  or  members  of  the  house  of  commons  shall,  by 

virtue  of  this  act,  be  disabled  to  sit  or  vote  in  the  house  of 

laces      commons,  then  and  in  every  such  case,  without  any  farther 

of  members  of  conviction  or  other  proceedings  against  suoh  member  of 

the  house  of^ members,  the  place  or  places  for  which  they    or.  any  of 

abled  to  vote,  them  were  elected,  be  hereby  declared  void  ;  (2)  and  anew 

aadllwrits°ii  writ  or  writs  sna11  iss,i€  out  °*  tne  *"&  *ourt  of  chancery 
sued  out  for  by  warrant  or  warrants  from  the  speaker  of  the  house  of 
new  elections,  commons  for  the  time  being,  and  by  order  of  the  said  house, 
for  the  election  of  a  new  member  or  members  to  serve  ia 
the  house  of  commons,  in  the  place  ot  places  of  such  mem- 
ber or  members  so  disabled,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as 
if  such  member  or  members  were  naturally  dead. 


Recommen- 
dations of 
members  to 
the  cinque 
ports  void. 


Anno  2°  Golielmi  et  Marls,  Srss.  1.  Cap.  7. 

An  Act  to  declare  the  Right  and  Freedom  of  Election  of 
Members  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  the  Cinque  Ports. 

A.  D.  1690. 

'  Whereas  the  election  of  members  to  serve  in  parlia- 
ment ought  to  be  free  ;  and  whereas  the  late  lord  wardens 
of  the  cinque  ports  have  pretended  unto,  and  claimed  as  of 
right,  a  power  of  nominating  and  recommending  to  each  of 
the  said  cinque  ports,  the  two  ancient  towns,  and  their  re- 
spective members,  one  person  whom  they  ought  to  elect  to 
serve  as  a  baron  or  member  of  parliament  for  such  respec- 
tive port,  ancient  town,  or  member,  contrary  to  the  aueieat 
usage,  right  and  freedom  of  elections :' 

2.  Be  it  therefore  declared  and  enacted,  &c,  That  aU 
such  nominations  or  recommendations  were  and  are  con- 
trary to  the  laws  and  constitution  of  this  realm,  and  for  the 
future  shall  be  so  deemed  and  construed,  and  hereby  are 
declared  to  have  been,  and  are,  void  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses whatsoever ;  any  pretence  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 
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Anno  5°  Gulielmi  et  Mari^,  Cap.  7. 

An  Act  for  granting  to  their  Majesties  certain  Rates  and 
Duties  upon  Salt,  and  upon  Beer>  Ale,  and  other  Liquors, 
for  securing  certain  Recompences  and  Advantages  in  the 
said  Act  mentioned,  to  such  Persons  as  shall  voluntarily 
advance  the  Sum  of  Ten  Hundred  Thousand  Pounds 
towards  carrying  on  the  War  against  France* 

A.  D.  1694. 
67.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  autho- 
rity aforesaid,  that  no  member  of  the  house  of  commons 
shall  at  any  time  be  concerned   directly  or  indirectly,  or 
any  other  in  trust  for  him,  in  the  farming,  collecting,  or 
managing  any  of  the  sums  of  money,  duties,  or  other  aids, 
granted  to  their  majesties  by  this   act,   or  that  hereafter 
shall  be  granted  by  any  other  act  of  parliament ;  except  v 
the  commissioners  of  the  treasury,  and  the  officers   and  ^ce^ioln^ 
commissioners  for  managing  the  customs  and  excise    not  mis»ioncrs «»»' 
exceeding  the  present  number  in  each  office,  and  those  KJSuZ  alS 
appointed  to  be  commissioners  for  putting  in  execution  an  T-  ^>«>e.  *•► 
act,  intitled,  an  act  for  granting  to  their  majesties  an  aid  ** tanmrs' 
of  four  shillings  in  the  pound  for  one  year,  for  carrying  on 
a  vigorous  war  against  France,  as  to  their  executing  only 
the  authority  of  the  said  act,  by  which  they  are  appointed 
commissioners.     Provided  always,  That  Thomas  Neale, 
esq.  may  be  employed   by  their  majesties   as  they  shall 
think  tit,  in  the  ordering,  or  managing  the  several  recom- 
pences and  advantages  hereby  given  to  the  contributors 
upon  this  act,  any  thing  in  this  act  contained  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding. 


Anno  5°  Gulielmi  et  Marine,  Cap.  20. 

An  Act  for  granting  to  their  Majesties  several  Rates  and 
Duties  upon  Tonnage  of  Ships  and  Vessels,  and  upon  Beer, 
Ale,  and  other  Liquors,  for  securing  certain  Recompences 
and  Advantages  in  the  said  Act  mentioned,  to  such  Persons 
its  shall  voluntarily  advance  the  Sum  of  Fifteen  Hundred 
Thousand  Pounds  towards  carrying  on  the  War  against 
France.  A.  D.  1694. 

33.  '  And  whereas  by  an  act  of  this  present  session  of 
parliament,  intitled,  an  act  for  granting  to  their  majesties 
certain  rates  and  duties  upon  salt  and  upon  beer,  ale  and 
other  liquors,  for  securing  certain  recompences  and  advan- 
tages, in  the  said  act  mentioned,  to  such  persons  as  shall 
voluntarily  advance  the  sum  of  ten  hundred  thousand 
pounds  towards  carrying  on  the  war  against  France  •'  it  is 
enacted,  That  no  member  of  the  house  of  commons'  shall 
at  any  time  be  concerned  in  the  farming,  collecting,  or 
managing  any  sum  or  sums  of  money,  duties,  or  other  aids, 
by  the  said  act,  or  any  other  act  of  parliament,  granted, 
or  to  be  granted  to  their  majesties,  except  the  persons  in 
the   said  act  excepted;   and  whereas  some  doubts  may 
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arise,  whether  any  member  or  members  of  parliament  may 

be  concerned  in  the  corporation  to  be  erected  in  pursuance 

of  this  act :  be  it  therefore  declared  and  enacted  by  the 

Members  may  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to, 

5?  ffencon>o?  an<*  *°r>  an^  memDier  or  members  of  the  house  of  COm- 
ration.  mons,  to  be  a  member  or  members  of  the  said  corporation 
for  the  purposes  in  this  act  mentioned ;  any  thing  in  the 
said  recited  act  contained  to  the  contrary  in  any  wise 
notwithstanding. 

•  48.  And  to  the  end  the  great  duties  of  excise,  and  the 
powers  given  for  the  collecting  and  levying  the  same,  may 
not  be  employed  for  the  influencing  of  elections  of  mem- 
bers to  serve  in  parliament,  which  elections,  by  the  con- 
stitution of  this  government,  ought  to  be  free  and  uncer- 
Officersinthe  rupt>  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  from 
"cisenotto    and  after  the  first  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord, 
choice  of  mem- 1694,  no  collector,  supervisor,  guager,  or  other  ,  officer,  or 
bers.  person  whatever  concerned  or  employed  in  the  charging, 

collecting,  levying,  or  managing  the  duties  of  excise  or 
any  branch  or  part  thereof,  shall,  by  word,  message,  or 
writing,  or  in  any  other  manner  whatsoever  endeavour  to  * 
persuade  any  elector  to  give,  or  dissuade  any  elector  from 
giving,  his  vote  for  the  choice  of  any  person  to  be  a  knight 
of  the  shire,  citizen,  burgess,  or  baron  of  any  county,  city, 
borough,  or  cinque  port,  to  serve  in  Parliament,  and  every 
officer  or  other  person  offending  therein  shall  forfeit  the 
Penalty.  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds,  one  moiety  thereof  to  the 
informer,  the  other  moiety  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  where 
such  offence  shall  be  committed,  to  be  recovered  by  any 
person  that  shall  sue  for  the  same,  by  action  of  debt,  bill, 
plaint,  or  information  in  any  of  their  majesties  courts  of 
record  at  Westminster,  in  which  no  essoin,  protection,  pri- 
vilege, or  wager  of  law,  or  more  than  one  imparlance  shall 
be  allowed  ;  and  every  person  convict,  on  any  such  suit,  of 
the  said  offence,  shall  thereby  become  disabled  and  inca- 
pable of  ever  bearing  or  executing  any  office  or  place  con- 
cerning or  relating  to  the  duty  of  excise,  or  any  other 
office  or  place  of  trust  whatsoever  under  their  majesties, 
their  heirs  or  successors. 


Anno  6°  Gulielmi  et  Marle,  Cap.  2. 

An  Act  for  the  frequent  meeting  and  caUing  of  Parliaments. 

A.  D.  1094. 
'  Whereas  by  the  ancient  laws  and  statutes  of  this  king- 
dom frequent  parliaments  ought  to  be  held  ;  and  whereas 
frequent  and  new  parliaments  tend  very  much  to  the  happy 
union  and  good  agreement  of  the  king  and  people  f  We 
your  majesties  most  loyal  and  obedient  subjects,  the  lords 
spiritual  and  temporal  and  commons  in  .this  present  par- 
liament assembled,  do  most  humbly  beseech  your  most  ex- 
cellent majesties  that  it  may  be  declared  and  enacted  in 
this  present  parliament ;  and  tt  is  hereby  declared  ami 
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enacted,  &c.    That  firom  henceforth  a  parliament  shall  be  ^Jjj^111  t0 
holdenoncein  three  years  at  the  least.  in  three  yean. 

2.  And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  *,%  s> «• *«• 
That  within  three  years  at  the  farthest,  from  and  after  the  lS  cir.Vc/i.' 
dissolution  of  this  present  parliament,  and  so  from  time  *  w-  M-  »•  *» 
to  time  for  ever  hereafter,  within  three  years  at  the  Brio.ifstat. 
farthest,  from  and  after  the  determination  of  every  other  f^J^jS;  Par' 
parliament;  legal  writs  under  the  great  seal  shall  be  to  continue  for 
issued  by  directions  of  your  majesties,  your  heirs  and  sue-  ^JJgJ  Job?'- 
eessors,  lor  calling,  assembling,  and  holding  another  new  sued  out  once 
parliament.  in  three  yean . 

8.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  from  henceforth  no  parliament  whatsoerer,  that  shall 
at  any  time  hereafter  be  called,  assembled,  or  held,  shall 
have  any  continuance  longer  than  for  three  years  only  at  No  pariia- 
the  farthest,  to  be  accounted  from  the  day  on  which,  by  the  K^1^ 
writs  of  summons,  the  said  parliament  shall  be  appointed  three  years. 
to  meet 

4.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  Present  par- 
That  this  present  parliament  shall  cease  and  determine  on  cease  uttoof 
the  first  day  of  November,  which  shall  be  in  the  year  of  November, 
our  Lord  1696,  nnless  their  majesties  shall  think  fit  to  im' 
dissolve  it  sooner. 


Anno  7  Gulielmi  III.  Cap.  4. 

An  Act  for  preventing  Charge  and  Expence  in  Elections  of 
Members  to  serve  is  Parliament, 

A. D.  169$. 
'  Whereas  grievous  complaints  are  made,  and  mani- 
festly appear  to  be  true  in  the  kingdom,  of  undue  election 
of  members  to  parliament  by  excessive  and  exorbitant 
expences,  contrary  to  the  laws  and  in  violation  of  the 
freedom  due  to  the  election  of  representatives  for  the 
commons  of  England  in  parliament,  to  the  great  scandal 
ef  the  kingdom,  dishonourable,  and  may  be  destructive  to 
the  constitution  of  parliaments :  wherefore,  for  remedy 
therein,  and  that  all  elections  of  members  to  parliament 
may  be  hereafter  freely  and  indifferently  made  without  '" 

charge  or  expence  f   be  it  enacted,  and  declared,  &c. 
That  no  person  or  persons  hereafter  to  be  elected  to  serve  Candidates 
in  parliament  for  any  county,  city,  town,  borough,  port,  or  J&J  ***  u»te 
place  within  the  kingdom  of  England,  dominion  of  Wales,  &c.  noTto' 
er  town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  after  ifee  teste  of  the  ^orpro. 
writ  of  summons  to  Parliament,  or  after  the  teste  or  the  aSforlfSirES 
issuing  out?  or  ordering  of  the  writ  or  writs  of  election  f°  any  person 
upon  the  calling  or  summoning  of  any  parliament  here-  forVbemg°so 
after,  or  after  any  such  place  becomes  vacant  hereafter  in  elected. 
the  time  of  this  present  or  any  other  parliament,  shall  or 
do  hereafter,  by  himself  or  themselves,  or  by  any  other 
ways  or  means  on  'his  or  their  behalf,  or  at  his  or  their 
charge,  before  his  or  their  election  to  serve  in  parliament 
for  any  county,  city,  town,  borough,  port,  or  place  within 
the  kingdom  of  England,  dominion  of  Wales,  or  town  of 
Berwick  npon  Tweed,  directly  or  indirectly  give,  present, 
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or  allow,  to  any  person  or  persons  having  voice  or  vote  in 
such  election,  any  money,  meat,  drink,  entertainment,  or 
provision,  or  make  any  present,  gift,  reward,  or  entertain- 
ment, or  shall  at  any  time  hereafter,  make  any  promise, 
agreement,  obligation  or  engagement  to  give  or  allow  any 
money,  meat,  drink,  provision,  present,  reward,  or  enter- 
tainment, to  or  for  any  such  person  or-  persons  in  parti- 
cular, or  to  any  such  county,  city,  town,  borough,  port,  or 
place  in  general,  or  to  or  for  the  use,  advantage  benefit, 
employment,  profit,  or  preferment  of  any  such  person  or 
persons,  place  or  places,  in  order  to  be  elected,  or  for 
being  elected,  to  serve  in  parliament  for  such  county,  city, 
borough,  town,  port,  or  place. 

2.  And  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  and  declared,  That 
every  person  and  persons  so  giving,  presenting,  or  allow- 
ing, making,  promising,  or  engaging,  doing,  acting,  or 
~Kot  to  serve  proceeding,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby  declared  and  enacted, 
men?Ua  disabled  and  incapacitated,  upon  such  election  to  serve 
in  parliament  for  such  county,  city,  town,  borough,  port, 
or  place ;  and  that  such  person  or  persons  shall  be  deemed 
and  taken,  no  members  in  parliament,  and  shall  not  act, 
sit,  or  have  any  vote  or  place  in  parliament,  but  shall  be, 
and  are  hereby  declared  and  enacted  to  be,  to  all  intents, 
constructions,  and  purposes,  as  if  they  had  been  never 
returned  or  elected  members  for  the,  parliament. 


Anno  7<>  et  8<>  Gulielmi  III.  Cap.  7. 

An  Act  to  prevent  false  and  double  Returns  of  Members  to 
serve  in  Parliament.  A. I).  1696. 

c    tn    d  b       '  Whereas  false  and  double  returns  of  members  to  serve 

12°  and  "I  w.y  in  parliament  are  an  abuse  of  trust  in  a  matter  of  the 

made5'  er^e-    Srea^e8t  consequence  to  the   kingdom,  and  not  only  an 

tuaiet>yri2     injury  to  the  persons  duly  chosen,  by  keeping  them  from 

Ann.  stat.  i,    their  service  in  the  house  of  commons,  and  putting  them 

to  great  expence  to  make  their  elections  appear,  but  also 

to  the  counties,  cities,  boroughs,  and  cinque   ports,   by 

which  they  are  chosen,  and  the    business  of  parliament 

disturbed  and  delayed  thereby :'  be  it  therefore  enacted 

False  returns  an<*  declared,  &c«  ^nat  a^  ^8e  returns,   wilfully  made, 

of  members     of  any  knight  of  the  shire,  citizen,  burgess,  baron  of  the 

prohibited.      cinque  ports,  or  other  member  to  serve  in  parliament,  are 

against  law,  and  are  hereby  prohibited,  and  in  case  that 

any  person  or  persons  shall  return  any  member  to  serve  in 

parliament  for  any  county,  city,  boiough,  cinque  port,  or 

place,  contrary  to  the  last  determination  in  the  house  of 

what  shall  be  commons,  of  the  right  of  election  in   such  county,  cityr 

a  false  return,  borough,  cinque  port,  or  place,  that  such  return,  so  made, 

shall,  and  is  hereby  adjudged  to  be,  a  false  return. 
Party  grieved  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  party  grieved, 
may  sue  in  to  wit,  every  person  that  shall  be  duly  elected  to  serve  in, 
wlsStSister,  parliament  for  any  county,  city,  borough,  cinque  port,  or 
and  recover  place,  by  such  false  return,  may  sue  the  officers  and  per- 
m°auges! da"      sons  making  or  procuring  the  same,  and  every  or  any  of 
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them,  at  his  election,  in  any  of  his  Majesty's  courts  of 
record  at  Westminster,    and  shall    recover    double  the 
damages  he  shall  sustain  by  reason  thereof,  together  with  Lutwkb,  im* 
his  full  costs  of  such  suit. 

3k  And  to  the  end  the  law  may  not  be  eluded  by  double  Like  remedy 
returns,  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  officer  shall  wil-  JgSS{1Jlictr 
fully,  falsely,  and  maliciously  return  more  persons  than  are  more  penon* 
required  to  be  chosen  by  the  writ  or  precept  on  which  any  sGeoS'cf&L 
choice  is  made,  the  like  remedy  may  be  had,  against  him 
or  them,  and  the  party  or  parties  that  willingly  procure 
the  same,  and  every  or  any  of  them,  by  the  party  grieved, 
at  his  election. 

4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  contracts,  pro-  Contracts 

mises,  bonds,  and  securities  whatsoever  hereafter  made  or  H^\iZ^  ■ 
7    A         '  ^  a  i-       A  •     c*11*  return*  * 

given,   to  procure  any  return  of  any  member  to  serve  in  void. 

parliament,  or  any  thing  relating  thereunto,  be  adjudged 
void;  and  that  whoever  makes  or  gives  such  contract, 
security,  promise,  or  bond,  or  any  gift  or  reward,  to  pro- 
cure stick  false  or  double  returns,  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  Penalty. 
three  hundred  pounds,  one  third  part  thereof  to  be  to  his 
majesty,   his  heirs   and  successors,  another   third  part 
thereof  to  the  poor  of  the  county,  city,  borough,  or  place 
concerned,  and  one  third  part  thereof  to  the  informer,  with 
bis  costs,  to  be  recovered  in  any  of  his  majesty's  courts  of 
record  at  Westminster,  by  action  of  debt,  bill,  plaint,  or 
information,  wherein  no  essoin,  protection,  or  wager  of 
law,  shatil  be  allowed,  nor  any  more  than  one  imparlance, 
fr.  And  for  the  more  easy  aid  better  proof  of  any  snch 
false  or  double  return,  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  That  the  clerk  of  the  crown  for  the  time  being  Clerk  of  the 
shall  from  time  to  time  enter,  or  cause  to  be  entered,  in  a  ever^retSrn^ 
book  for  that  purpose  to  be  kept  in  his  office,  every  single  and  amend- 
and  double  return  of  any  member  or  member*  to  serve  in  m*n 
parliament  which  shall  be  returned  or  come  into  this  omce, 
or  to  his  hands,  and  also  every  alteration  and  amendment 
as  shall  be  made  by  him  or  his  deputy  in  every  such  return ; 
to  which  book  all  persons  shall  have  free  access  at  all  sea-  All  persons  to 
sonable  times,  to  search  and  take  true  copies  of  so  much  the  boSEftnd 
thereof  as  shall  be  desired,  paying  a  reasonable  fee  or  the  book  or  a 
reward  for  the  same :  and  that  the  party  or  parties  prose-  S52n,ffe«i- 
cmting  such  suit,  shall  and  may  at  any  trial  give  in  evidence  Sence. 
such  book  so  kept,  or  a  true  copy  thereof,  relating  to  such 
false  or  double  return,  and  shall  have  the  like  advantages 
of  such  proof,  as  he  or  they  should  or  might  have  had  by 
producing  the  record  itself;  any  law,  custom,  or  usage  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding ;  and  in  case  the  said  clerk 
of  the  crown  shall  not,  within  six  days  after  any  return 
shall  come  into  his  office  or  to  his  hands,  truly  and  fairly  clerk  not  en- 
make  an  entry  or  entries  as  aforesaid,  or  shall  make  any  {JJjJjUJJdE 
alteration  in  any  return,  unless  by  order  of  the  house  of  receipt,  mak- 
commons,  or  give  any  certificate  of  any  person  not  re-  {^"■J^JgjJ" 
turned,  or  shall  wilfully  neglect  or  omit  to  perform  his  iQg  to  perform 
duty  in  the  premises,  he  shall  for  every  such  offence  forfeit  g^g$ 
to  the  party  and  parties  aggrieved  the  sum  of  five  hundred  and  lose  his 
pounds  to  be  recovered  as  aforesaid,  and  shall  also  forfeit  office. 
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and  lose  his  said  office,  and  be  for  ever  incapable  of  having 

or  holding  the  same. 
information        6.  Provided  always  Ujat  every  information  or  action, 
two  years'"1     Ponded  uPon  ta*s  statute,  shall  be  brought  within  the 

space  of  two  years  after  the  cause  of  action  shall  arise 

and  not  after. 
Acttoconti-       7.  Provided  also,  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority 
years?r  Made  a*°resaid> tuat  tnis  act  anaH  continue  for  the  term  of  seven 
perpetual  by    years,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  next  session  of 
Btat^iT.'is.    parliament,  and  no  longer. 


Anno  7  et  8  Gulielmi  III.  Cap.  25. 

Vide  6  Geo.  2,  An  Act  for  the  further  regulating  Elections  of  Members  to 
c-  23,  serve  in  Parliament,  and  for  the  preveittirig  irregular  Pro- 

ceedings of  Sheriffs  and  other  officers,  in  the  electing  and 
returning  such  [Members.  A.  D.  1696. 

'  Whereas  by  the  evil  practices  and  irregular  proceed- 
ing of  sheriffs,  under  sheriffs,  mayors,  bailiffs,  and  other 
officers,  in  the  execution  of  writs  and  precepts  for  electing 
of  members  to  serve  in  parliament,  as  well  the  freeholders 
and  others  in  their  right  of  election,  as  also  the  persons  by 
them  elected  to  be  their  representatives,  have  heretofore 
been  greatly  injured  and  abused  ;'     Now,  for  remedying 
the  same  and  preventing  the  like  for  the  future,  be  it  en- 
acted, &c.   That  when  any  new  parliament  shall  at.  any 
Forty  days  be-  time  hereafter  be  summoned  or  called,  there  shall  be  forty 
testenar^6re-    days  between  the  teste  and  returns  of  the  writs  of  sum- 
turn  of  the      mons  ;  and  that  the  lord  chancellor,  lord  keeper,  or  lords 
wnt.  commissioners  of  the  great  seal  for  the  time  being,  shall 

Writ  to  be  is-  issue  out  the  writs  for  election   of  members  to  serve  in 
aUexpedition,  the  same  parliament,  with  as  much  expedition  as  the  same 
and  delivered  may  be  done  ;  and  that,  as  well  upon  the  calling  or  Bum- 
ofncer,Pwnoris  moning  any  new  parliament,    as  also     in  case    of  any 
to  indorse  the  vacancy  during  this  present  or  any  future  parliament,  the 
cewedVand*  several  writs  shall  be  delivered  to  the  proper  officer  to 
make  out  the  whom  the  execution  thereof  doth  belong  or  appertain,  and 
precep . ,       to  no  other  person  whatsoever ;  and  that  every  such  officer, 
upon  the  receipt  of  the  same  writ,  shall  upon  the  back 
thereof  indorse  the  day  he  received  the  same,  and  shall 
forthwith,  upon  receipt  of  the  writ,  make  out  the  precept 
'<;  or  precepts  to  each    borough,  town  corporate,  port  or 

t  place  within  his  jurisdiction,  where  any  member  or  mem- 

bers are  to  be  elected  to  serve  in  such  new  parliament,  or 
to  supply  any  vacancy  during  ^the  present  or  any  future 
parliament,  and  within  three  days  after  the  receipt  of  the 
deUvered>inb3  sai<*  writ  of  election,  shall  by  himself,  or  proper  agent, 
days  after  re-  deliver,  or  cause  to  be  delivered,  such  .precept  or  precepts 
wrS!  °f  the  to  tne  Pr0Per  officer  of  every  such  borough,  town  corporate, 
Officer  to  in-  port  or  place  within  his  jurisdiction,  to  whom  the  execution 
of  receipt,  and  °*  8acn  Precept  doth  belong  or  appertain,  and  to  no  other 
*rive  notice  of  person  whatsoever ;  and  every  such  officer  upon  the  back 
eiectiorfin  8  °f  tne  same  precept,  shall  indorse  the  day  of  his  receipt 
d*ys  after.       thereof,  in  the  presence  of  the  party  from  whom  he  re.- 
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ceiyed  such  precept,  and  shall  forthwith  cause  public  ' 
notice  to  be  given  of  the  time  and  place  of  election,  and 
shall  proceed  to  election  thereupon,  within  the  space  of 
eight  days  next  after  his  receipt  of  the  same  precept,  and 
give  four  days  notice  at  least  of  the  day  appointed  for  the 
election. 

2.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  sheriff  &c 
That  neither  the  sheriff  nor  his  under  sheriff  in  any  county,  not  to  give  or 
or  city,  nor  the  mayor,  bailiff,  constable,  portreeve,  or  for mSgout 
other  officer  or  officers  of  any  borough,   town  corporate,  receipt,  &c  of 
port  or  place,  to  whom  the  execution  of  any  writ  or  precept  precept*  °r 
for  electing  members  to  serve  in  parliament  doth  belong  or 
appertain,  shall  give,  pay,  receive,  or  take  any  fee,  reward, 

or  gratuity  whatsoever,  for  the  making  out  receipt,  delivery, 
return  or  execution  of  any  such  writ  or  precept. 

3.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  upon  every  election  to  be  made   of  any  knight  or 
knights  of  the  shire  to  serve  in  this  present  or  any  future 
parliament,  the  sheriff  of  the  county  where  such  election 
shall  be  made  shall  hold  his  county  court  for  the  same 
election  at  the  most  public  and  usual  place  of  election  within  County  court 
the  same  county,  and   where  the  same  has  most  usually  $ebusu!f  at 
been  for  forty  years  last  past,  and  shall  there  proceed  to  place,  and 
election  at  the  next  county  court,  unless  the  same  fall  out  Section  'un- 
to be  held  within  six  days  after  the  receipt  of  the  writ,  or  less  it  fall  out 
upon  the  same  day,  and  then  shall  adjourn  the  same  court  receuSyofather 
to  some  convenient  day,  giving  ten  days  notice  of  the  time  writ. 

and  place  of  election ;  and  in  case  the  said  election  be  not 
determined  upon  the  view,  with  the  consent  of  the  free- 
holders there  present,  but  that  a  poll  shall  be  required  for 
determination  thereof,  [then  the  said  sheriff,  or  in  his  Sheriff,  &c.  to 
absence  his  under  sheriff,  with  such  others  as  shall  be  If  req^fred°U 
deputed  by  him,  shall  forthwith  there  proceed  to  take  the  and  to  appoint 
said  poll  in  some  open  or  public  place  or  places,  by  the  Jierkvwho* 
same  sheriff,  or  his  under  sheriff  as  aforesaid  in  his  ab-  are  to 'be 
sence,  or  others  appointed  for  the  taking  thereof  as  afore-  sworn*   * 
said  ;]  and  for  the  more  due  and  orderly  proceeding  in  the 
said  poll,  the  said  sheriff,  or  in  his  absence  his  under 
sheriff,  or  such  as  he  shall  depute,  shall  appoint  such 
number  of  clerks  as  to  him  shall  seem  meet  and  convenient 
for  taking  thereof ;  which  clerks  shall  all  take  the  said 
poll,  in  the  presence  of  the  said  sheriff  or  his  under  sheriff, 
or  such  as  he  shall  depute ;  and  before  they  begin  to  take 
the  said  poll,  every  clerk  so  appointed  shall  by  the  said 
sheriff,  or  his  under  sheriff  as  aforesaid,  be  sworn  truly 
and  indifferently  to  take  the  same  poll,  and  to  set  down  Name  of  each 
the  names  of  each  freeholder,  and  the  place  of  his  free-  {^  Sjj°  djj£n° 
hold,  and  for  whom  he  shall  poll,  and  to.  poll  no  freeholder  and  for  whom 
who  is  not  sworn,  if  so  required  by  the  candidates ,  or  any  J^pgjjjjj  £?* 
of  them,  (which  oath  of  the  said  clerks,  the  said  sheriff,  each  candi- 
or  his  under  sheriff,  or  such  as  he  shall  depute,  are  hereby  Jhe^ieVk"?** 
impowered  to  administer)  and  the  sheriff,  or  in  his  absence 
his  under  sheriff,  as  aforesaid,  shall  appoint  for  each  can- 
didate such  one  person  as  shall  be  nominated  to  him  by 
each  candidate,  to  be  inspectors  of  every  clerk  who  shall 
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Freeholder  to  be  appointed  for  taking  the  poll ;  [and  "every  freeholder 
be  sworn.  before  he  is  admitted  to  poll  at  the  same  election,  shall, 
if  required,^  by  the  candidates  or  any  of  them,  first  take 
the  oath  herein-after  mentioned ;  which  oath  the  said 
sheriff,  by  himself  or  his  tinder  sheriff,  or  such  sworn 
clerks  by  him  appointed  for  taking  of  the  said  poll  as 
aforesaid,  are  hereby  authorized  to  administer,  viz."]  (Ano- 
ther oath  is  appointed  by  18  G.  2,  c.  16.) 

5.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  said  sheriff,  or  in  his  absence  his  under  sheriff,  or 
such  as  he  shall  depnte  as  aforesaid,  shall  at  the  same  place 
of  election  proceed  to  the  polling  all  the  freeholders  then 

Sheriff  not  to  and  there  present,  and  shall  not  adjourn  the  county  court 
wurt^uniess   then  and  there  held,  to  any  other  town  or  place  within  the 
the  candidates  same  county,  without  the  consent  of  the  candidates,  nor 
consent. , .       ghgi^  by  any  unnecessary  adjournment  in  the  same  place  of 
election,  protract  or  delay  the  election  ;  but  shall  duly  and 
orderly  proceed  in  the  taking  of  the  said  poll,  from  day  to 
day  and  time  to  time,  without  any  further  or  other  adjourn- 
ment, without  the  .consent  of  the  candidates,  until  all  the 
freeholders  then  and  there  present  shall  be  polled,  and  no 
longer. 

6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  sheriff,  under 
sheriff,  mayor,  bailiff,  and  other  officer  to  whom  the  execu- 
tion of  any  writ  or  preoept  shall  belong  for  the  electing  ef 
members  to  serve  in  parliament,  shall  forthwith  deliver  to 

C°i?3tofbeiede-  SUCA  Vers0X1  or  persons  as  shall  desire  the  same,  a^opy  of 
fwered  if  de-  the  poll  taken  at  .such  election,  paying  only  a  reasonable 
jjjed  ^.paying  camrge  for  writing  the  same,  and  every  sheriff,  under  •sheriff, 
mayor,  bailiff,  and  other  officer,  to  whom  the  execution  of 
any  writ  or  precept  for  electing  of  members  to  aerv*i  in  •par- 
liament doth  belong,  for}  every  wilful  offence  contrary  to 
jp«udtyon      this  act,  shall  forfeit  to  every  party  so  aggrieved,  the  sum 
Mmnutting      °f  fire  hundred  pounds  to  be  recovered  by  him' or  them,  his 
wilful  offence,  or  their  executors  or  administrators,  together  with  full  coats 
of  suit,  and  for  which  he  or  they  may  sue  by  action  of  debt, 
bill,  plaint,  or|  information,  in  any  of  his  majesty's  courts 
at  Westminster,  wherein  no  essoin,  protection,  wager  of 
law,  privilege,  or  imparlance  shall  be  admitted  or  allowed. 

£r°?ea£>n  of  7-  Ahd  be  u  **80  «»cted,  That  no  person  or  pexaons 
trust,  &c.  un-  shall  fee  allowed  to  have  any  vote  in  election  of  members  to 
io5ession!ual  wwe  *n  parliament,  for  or  by  reason  of  any  trust,  estate,  or 
but  mortgager  mortgage,  unless  sneh  trustee  or.  mortgagee  be  in  actual .  pos- 
may  vote.       g^ggion  or  receipt  of  the  rents*  and  profits  oi  the  same  estate ; 

but  that  the  mortgagor,  or  .cestui  que  trust,  in  possession, 
Conveyance  «wll  ^nd  may  vote  for  the  same  estate,  notwithstanding 
muittorV0  wtcJl  mort8a*e  OT  *rust  ?  and  that  all  conveyances  of  any 
voice? void,     messuages,  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  in  any 

county,  city,  borough,  town  corporate,  port  or  place,  in 
J^^Taii  ordertQ  multiply  voioes,  or  to  split  and  divide  the  interest 
conveyances    in.  any  houses  or  lands  among  several  persons,  to  enable 

SnstorvoSn^  tn€m  to  YOte  at  •!«•*•■»"  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament, 
are  made  abso-  Are  hereby  declared  to  be  void  and  <  of  none  Affect,  and  that 

But'one  voice  *° ,Borc  tnlul  •■«  ***Kle  v*fee  shall  be  admitted  to  one  and 
for  one  house!  the  same  house  or  tenement. 
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8.  .And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  person  whatsoever, 

being  tinder  the  age  of  one  and  twenty  years,  shall  at  any  None  under 
time  hereafter  be  admitted  to  give  his  voice  for  election  of  years^-fvote, 
any  member  or  members,  to  serve  in  this  present  or  any  or  to  be  elected 
future  parliament ;  and  that  no  person  hereafter  shall  be 
capable  of  being  elected  a  member  to  serve  in  this  or  any 
future  parliament,  who  is  not  of  the  age  of  one  and  twenty 
years  ;  and  every  election,  or  return  of  any  person  under 
that  age  is  hereby  declared  to  be  null   and  void,  and 
if  any  such  minor  hereafter  chosen,  shall  presume  to  sit  or 
vote  in  parliament,  he  shall  incur  such  penalties  and  for-  Penalty. 
feitures,  as  if  he  had  presumed  to  sit  and  vote  in  parliament 
without  being  chosen  or  returned. 

9.  And  whereas  the  county  court  of  the  county  of  York  is 
by  custom  called  and  held  upon  Mondays,  which  hath  long 
been  complained  of  to  be  a  very  inconvenient  day  to  all  the 
suitors  thereunto,  who  at  the  elections  of  knights  of  the 
shire  and  all  services  at  other  times,  are  forced  to  travel 
upon  Sundays  to  their  attendance  ther,e,  to  their  very  great 
dissatisfaction  and  grievance/ 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That 
all  county  courts  after  the  25th  March,  1696,  held  for  the  County  courte 
county  of  York,  or  any  other  county  courts  which  heretofore  h^/on*  W«d- 
used  to  be  held  on  a  Monday,  shall  be  called  and  begun  netdav^ 
upon  a  Wednesday  and  not  otherwise,  any  custom  or  usage 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

10.  Provided  also,  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  that  the  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Southampton,  or 
his  deputy  at  the  request  of  one  or  more  of  the  candidates 
for  election  of  a  knight  or  knights  for  that  county,  shall  ad- 
journ the  poll  from  Winchester,  after  every  freeholder  then  p0n  may  be 
and  there  present  is  polled,  to  Newport  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  f^ou1jy^;te 
for  the  ease  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  island ;  any  thing  ter to  Newport, 
in  this  act  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  wy1!/*^  °* 


Anno  1D<>  et  11<>  Gulielmi  III.  Cap.  7. 

An  Act  for  preventing  irregular  Proceedings  of  Sheriffs,  and  • 
other  Officers,  in  making  the  Returns  of  Members  chosen  to 
serve  in  Parliament.  A.  D.  1699. 

For  preventing  abuses  in  the  returns  of  writs  of  summons, 
for  the  calling  and  assembling  of  any  parliament  for  the 
future,  or  writs  for  the  choice  of  any  new  member  to  serve 
in  parliament,  and  to  the  end  such  writs  may,  by  the  proper 
officer  or  his  deputy,  be  duly  returned  and  delivered  to  the 
clerk  of  the  crown,  to  be  by  him  filed  according  to  the 
ancient  and  legal  course;  be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  the  she-  w  -t  wb 
riff,  or  other  officer  having  the  execution  and  return  of  any  tumable. 
such  writ  which  shall  be  issued  for  the  future,  shall,  on  or 
before  the  day  that  any  future  parliament  shall  be  called  to 
meet,  and  with  all  convenient  expedition,  not  exceeding 
fourteen  days  after  any  election  made  by  virtue  of  any  new 
writ,  either  in  person  or  by  his  deputy,  make  return  of  the 

o 


re- 
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same  to  the  clerk  of  the  crown  in  the  high  court  of  chan- 
Sheriffon  re-  eery,  to  be  by  him  filed;  and  the  sheriff,  or  other  person 
l^nt{£^|tto  making  such  return,  shall  pay  to  the  said  clerk  of  the 
Sent  feesT&c.  crown  the  ancient  and  lawful  fees  of  four  shillings,  and  no 
ISnehtolieethe  more>  *°r  every  knight  of  a  shire,  and  two  shillings,  and  no 
king.  more,  for  every  citizen,  burgess,  or  baron  of  the  cinque 

ports,  returned  into  the  said  court  to  be  by  him  filed ;  and 
the  said  sheriff  or  officer  shall  by  virtue  of  this  act,  charge 
the  same  to  bis  majesty,  his  heirs  or  successors,  and  hare 
allowance  thereof  in  his  account  in  the  exchequer  or  else- 
where. 
7  and  8  w.  3.  2.  And  whereas  by  an  act  made  in  the  7th  and  8th  years 
c* 25,  of  the  reign  of  his  present  majesty,  intituled,  An  act  for  the 

further  regulating  election  of  members  to  serve  in  parlia- 
ment, and  for  the  preventing  irregular  proceedings  of  she- 
riffs and  other  officers,  in  the  electing  and  returning  such 
members,  it  is  provided  and  enacted,  That  the  officer,  on 
the  receipt  of  any  such  writ,  shall,  within  three  days  after 
such  his  receipt,  by  himself  or  proper  agent,  deliver  or  cause 
to  be  delivered,  a  precept  or  precepts  to  the  proper  officer  of 
every  borough,  town   corporate,  port,  or  place  within  his 
jurisdiction,  to  whom  the  execution  of  such  precept  doth 
belong  or  appertain,  which  by  experience  hath  been  found 
Officer  of  the  to°  short  a  time  for  the  performance  of  the  same,  in  the 
2JJ£e  ports    cinque  ports;  be  it  therefore  enacted,  by  the    authority 
dajTfrom  re-  aforesaid,  that  from  henceforth  the  proper  officer  of  the 
eeiptof  writ,    cinque  ports,  shall  be  allowed  six  days  from  the  receipt  of 
such  writ,  for  the  delivery  of  the  precept,  according  to  the 
purport  of  the  said  act,  any  thing  in  the  said  act  or  any 
other  law,  statute,  or  usage,  to  the  contrary  in  .  any  wise 
notwithstanding. 

3.  And  it  is  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

That  every  sheriff  or  other  officer,  or  officers  aforesaid,  who 

shall  not  make  the  returns  according  to  the  true  intent  and 

meaning  of  this  act,  shall  forfeit  for  every  such  offence  the 

Penalty  on      8Um  °f  **ve  hundred  pounds,  one  moiety  whereof  shall  be  to 

sheriff, &c.  not  his  majesty,  and  the  other  moiety  to  him  or  them  that  shall 

making  re-      gue  for  ^  same)  t0  De  recovered  by  action  of  debt,  bill, 

plaint,  or  information,  in  any  of  his  majesty's  courts  of  re- 
cord at  Westminster i  wherein  no  essoin,  protection,  privi- 
lege, or  wager  of  law  shall  be  allowed,  nor  any  more  than 
one  imparlance. 

Anno  11°  &  12<>  Gulielmi  III.  Cap.  2. 

An  Act  for  granting  an  Aid  to  his  Majesty  by  Sale  of  the  for- 
feited and  other  Estates  and  Interests  in  Ireland,  and  by  a. 
Land-tax  in  England,  for  the  several  Purposes  therein  men- 
tioned. A.  D.  1700. 

No  member  of  150»  And  De  5t  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
parliament  That  no  member  of  the  house  of  commons]  in  this  present 
eith  June/:  or  any  future  parliament,  during  the  time  of  his  being 
1700.  be  a  "  a  member  of  parliament,  shall,  from  and  after  the  said  four 
tHESE?*   and  twentieth  day  of  June,  1700,  be  capable  of  being  a 
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commissioner  or  farmer  of  the  duty  of  excise  upon  beer,  ale  the  excite,  or 
and  other  liquors,  or  of  being  a  commissioner  for  determining  er^appeSs," 
appeals  concerning  the  said  duty,  or  controuling  or  auditing  j»r  comptroi- ' 
the  account  of  the  said  duty,  or  of  holding  or  enjoying  in  of^hewSd  tor 
his  own  name,  or  in  the  name  of  any  other  person  in  trust  duty. 
for  him,  or  for  his  use  and  benefit,  or  of  executing  by  himself 
or  his  deputy  any  office,  place,  or  employment,  touching  or 
concerning  the  farming,  collecting,  or  managing  the  said 
duty  of  excise. 

151.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  member  of 
the  house  of  commons,  in  this  present,  or  any  future  parlia- 
ment, during  the  time  of  his  being  a  member  of  parliament, 
shall  at  any  time  after  the  said  four  and  twentieth  day  of 
June,  by  himself  or  his  deputy  or  any  other  in  trust  for 
him,  or  for  his  benefit,  take,  enjoy,  or  execute,  any  office, 
place  or  employment,  touching  or  concerning  the  farming, 
managing,  or  collecting  the  said  duty  of  excise,  er  deter- 
mining appeals  concerning  the  said  duty,  or  controuling  or 
auditing  the  accounts  of  the  same,  such  person  is  hereby  Such  person* 
declared  and  enacted,  to  be  absolutely  incapable  of  sitting,  sKJbilf  the: 
voting,  or  acting  as  a  member  in  the  house  of  commons  in  bouse  of  com- 
such  parliament.  mons- 

152.  Provided    always,  and   be   it  hereby   declared, 
That  nothing  hereinbefore  contained  shall  extend,  or  be 
construed  to  extend  (during  the  continuance  of  this  parlia- 
ment) to  the  disabling  any  person,  at  present  a  member  of  But  not  to  <ii* 
the  house  of  commons,  from  being  concerned  in  the  ma-  J*Jj  timber 
naging,  farming,  or  collecting  the  said  duties  of  excise,  or  till  after  24th' 
in  determining  appeals  concerning  the  same,  or  in  controul-  June* 

ing  or  auditing  the  accounts  thereof,  so  as  such  person 
shall  not  after  the  said  twenty«fourth  day  of  June,  1700,  sit, 
rote,  or  act  in  the  said  house  ;  any  thing  herein-before  con- 
tained to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 


Anno  12°  &  13°  Golielmi  III.  Cap.  3. 

An  Act  for  preventing  any  Inconveniencies  that  may  happen 

by  Privilege  qf  Parliament,        A.  D.  170#. 

Foe  the  preventing  all  delays  the  king  or  his  subjects  ^^d^  by 
may  receive  in  any  of  his  courts  of  law  or  equity,  and  for  c.  24.  '  ' 
their  ease  in  the  recovery  of  their  rights  and  titles  to  any 
lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  and  their  debts  or 
other  dues  for  which  they  have  cause  of  suit  or  action  :  Be 
it  enacted,  &c,  That  from  and  after  the  four  and  twentieth 
day  of  June,  1701,  any  person  and  persons  shall  and  may 
commence  and  prosecute  any  action  or  suit  in  any  of  his 
majesty's  courts  of  record  at  Westminster,  or  high  court  of 
chancery,  or  court  of  exchequer,  or  the  dutchy  court  of  Lan- 
caster, or  in  the  court  of  admiralty,  and  in  all  causes  matri- 
monial and  testamentary  in  the  court  of  arches,  the  prero- 
gative courts  of  Canterbury  and  York,  and;  the  delegates, 
and  all  courts  of  appeal,  against  any  peer  of  this  realm,  or  * 
lord  of  parliament,  or  against  any  of  the  knights,  citizens, 
and  burgesses  of  the  bouse  of  commons  for  the  time  being, 
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Action  may! 
be  commenc- 
ed   against 
peer  or  mem- 
ber  of  Darlia- 
ment,   &c.   in 
the  interval  of 
parliament, 
&c. 


And  after  pro- 
rogation, &.C 
court  may 
give  judg- 
ment. 


Person    may 
have  process 
against  peer, 
&c.  after  dis- 
solution of 
parliament. 


And  may  ex- 
hibit bill 
against  any 
peer  or  mem- 
ber, &c. 


or  against  their  or  any  of  their  menial  or  other  servants,  or 
any  other  person  entitled  to  the  privilege  of  parliament,  at 
any  time  from  and  immediately  after  the  dissolution  or  pro- 
rogation of  any  parliament,  until  a  new  parliament  shall 
meet,  or  the  same  be  re-assembled,  and  from  and  imme- 
diately after  any  adjournment  of  both  houses  of  parliament 
for  above  the  space  of  fourteen  days,  until  both  houses  shall 
meet  or  re -assemble ;  and  that  the  said  respective  courts 
shall  and  may,  after  such  dissolution,  prorogation,  or 
adjournment  as  aforesaid,  proceed  to  give  judgment,  and  to 
make  final  orders,  decrees,  and  sentences,  and  award  exe- 
cution thereupon  ;  any  privilege  of  parliament  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding. 

2.  Provided  nevertheless,  That  this  act  shall  not  extend 
to  subject  the  person  of  any  of  the  knights,  citizens,  and 
burgesses  of  the  house  of  commons,  or  any  other  person  en- 
titled to  the  privilege  of  parliament,  to  be  arrested  during 
the  time  of  privilege.  Nevertheless,  if  any  person,  or  per- 
sons, having  cause  of  action,  or  complaint  against  any  peer 
of  this  realm,  or  lord  of  parliament,  such  person,  or  persons, 
after  any  dissolution,  prorogation,  or  adjournment  as  afore- 
said, or  before  any  session  of  parliament,  or  meeting  of, 
both  houses  as  aforesaid,  shall  and  may  have  such  process 
out  of  his  majesty's  courts  of  king's  bench,  common  pleas, 
and  exchequer,  against  such  .peer,  or  lord  of  parliament,  as 
he  or  they  might  have  had  against  him  out  ot  the  time  of 
privilege  ;  and  if  any.  person  or  persons  having  cause  of 
action  against  any  of  the  said  knights,  citizens,  or  burgesses, 
or  any  other  person  entitled  to  privilege  of  parliament,  after 
any  dissolution,  prorogation,  or  such  adjournment  as  afore- 
said, or  before  any  sessions  of  parliament,  or  meeting  of 
both  houses  as  aforesaid,  such  person-  or  persons  shall  and 
may  prosecute  such  knight,  citizen,  or  burgess,  or  other 
person  entitled  to  the  privilege  of  parliament,  in  his  ma- 
jesty's courts  of  king's  bench,  common  pleas,  or  exchequer, 
by  summons  and  distress  infinite,  or  by  original  bill  and 
summons,  attachment  and  distress  infinite  thereupon  to  be 
issued  out  of  any  of  the  said  courts  of  record,  which  the 
said  respective  courts  are  hereby  impowered  to  issue 
against  them,  or  any  of  them,  until  he  or  they  shall  enter 
a  common  appearance,  or  file  common  bail  to  the  plaintiff's 
action,  according  to  the  course  of  each  respective  court, 
and  any  person  or  persons  having  cause  of  suit  or  complaint, 
may,  in  the  times  aforesaid,  exhibit  any  bill  or  complaint 
against  any  peer  of  this  realm,  or  lord  of  parliament,  or 
against  any  of  the  said  knights,  citizens,  or  burgesses,  or 
other  person  entitled  to  the  privilege  of  parliament,  in  the 
high  court  of  chancery,  court  of  exchequer,  or  dutchy 
court  of  Lancaster,  and  may  proceed  thereon  by  letter  or 
subpoena  as  is  usual,  and  upon  leaving  a  copy  of  the  bill 
with  the  defendant,  or  at  his  house  or  lodging,  or  last 
place  of  abode,  may  proceed  thereon,  and,  for  want  of  an 
appearance  or  answer,  or  for  non-performance  of  any  order 
or  decree,  or  breach  thereof,  may  sequester  the  real  and 
personal  estate  of  the  party,  as   is   used  and  practised 


APPENDIX.]  12  &  18  W.   III.  CAP.  |0#  XXxix 

where  the  defendant  is  a  peer  of  this  realm,  but  shall  not  £ndseI2?.es^ 
arrest  or  imprison  the  body  of  any  of  the  said  knights,  citi-  tatejbujnotr 
sens,  and  burgesses,  or  other  privileged  person,  daring  the  gj**  hifl  . 
continuance  of  privilege  of  parliament.  y* 

3.  And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  Piahiijff  pw- 
where  any  plaintiff  shall,  by  reason  or  occasion  of  privilege  prosecuting* 
of  parliament,  be  stayed  or  prevented  prosecuting  any  suit  by  privilege  of 
by  him  commenced,  such  plaintiff  shall  not  be  barred  by  J5  ""be  ' 
any  statute  of  limitation,  or  nonsuited,  dismissed,  or  his  barred  bj  any 
suit  discontinued,  for  want  of  prosecution  of  the  suit  by  mitation,  &c ' 
him  began,  but  shall  from  time  to  time,  upon  the  rising  of 

the  parliament,  be  at  liberty  to  proceed  to  judgment  and 
execution. 

4.  And  it  is  hereby  enacted,  That  no  action,  suit,  pro-  No  action, &c 
cess,  order,  judgment,  decree,  or  proceeding  in  law  or  kS^tmme- 
equity  against  the  king's  original  and  immediate  debtor,  diate  debtor, 
for  the  recovery  or  obtaining  any  debt  or  duty  originally  &c' 

and  immediately  due  or  payable  unto  his  majesty,  his  heirs 
or  successors,  or  against  any  accountant,  or  person  an- 
swerable or  liable  to  render  any  account  unto  his  majesty, 
his  heirs  or  successors,  for  any  part  or  branch  of  any  of 
his  or  their  revenues,  or  other  original  or  immediate  debt    ' 
or  duty,  or  the  execution  of  any  such  process,  order,  judg- 
ment, decree,  or  proceedings,  shall  be  impeached,  stayed,  Shall  be 
or  delayed,  by  or  under  the  colour  or  pretence  of  any  pri-  vUege  of  E 
vilege  of  parliament;  yet  so,  nevertheless,  that  the  person  Hament;  but 
or  persons  of  any  such  debtor,  or  accountant,  or  person  {^^bear-12 
answerable  or  liable  to  account,  being  a  peer  of  this  realm  rested,  &c 
or  lord  of  parliament,  shall  not  be  liable  to  be  arrested  or 
imprisoned  by  or  upon  any  such  suit,  order,  judgment, 
decree,  process,  or  proceedings,  or  being  a  member  of  the 
house  of  commons,  shall  not,  during  the  continuance  of  the 
privilege  of  parliament,  be  arrested  or  imprisoned,  by  or 
upon  any  such  order,  judgment,  decree,  process,  or  pro- 
ceedings. 

5.  Provided  nevertheless,  That  neither  this  act,  nor  any  Proviso. 
thing  therein  contained,  shall  extend  to  give  any  jurisdic- 
tion, power,  or  authority,  to  any  court,  to  hold  plea  in  any 

real  or  mixed  action  in  any  other  manner  than  such  court  t 

might  have  done  before  the  making  this  act. 

Anno  12°    et  1S°  Gulielmi  III.  Cap.  10. 

An  Act  for  granting  an  Aid  to  his  Majesty,  for  defraying  the 

Expence  of  his  Navy,  Guards,  and  Garrisons  for  one  year, 

.  and  for  other  necessary  Occasions.  A.  D.  1700. 

89.  And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  no  £2"dfthis 
member  of  the  house  of  commons,  from  and  after  the  disso-  pariiame&tino 
lotion  of  this  present  parliament,  shall  be  capable  of  being  member  shall 
a  commissioner,  or  farmer  of  the  customs,  or  of  holding,  or  sioner!&c?of 
enjoying  in  his  own  name,  or  in  the  name  of  any  other  per-  customs. 
son  in  trust  for  him,  or  for  his  use  or  benefit,  or  of  exe- 
cuting by  himself,  or  his  deputy,  any  office,  place,  or  em- 
ployment, touching  or  concerning  the  farming,  collecting,  or 
managing  the  customs. 

o2 
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Member    exe- 
cuting office  in 
custom  inca- 
pable of  sit- 
ting. 


No   officer  of 
the  customs  to 
influence  any 
election  of 
members. 


Penalty. 


90.-  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  member  of  the 
house  of  commons,  from  and  after  the  dissolution  of  this 
present  parliament,  shall,  during  the  time  of  his  being  a  mem- 
ber of  parliament,  by  himself,  or  his  deputy,  or  any  other 
in  trust  for  him,  or  for  his  benefit,  take,  enjoy,  or  execute 
any  office,  place,  or  employment,  touching  or  concerning  the 
farming,  managing,  or  collecting  the  customs ;  such  person 
is  hereby  declared  and  enacted  to  be  absolutely  incapable 
of  sitting,  voting,  or  acting  as  a  'member  of  the  house  of 
commons  in  such  parliament. 

91.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  from  and  after  the  29th  day  of  September,  1701,  no 
commissioner,  collector,  comptroller,  searcher,  or  other  of- 
ficer, or  person  whatsoever,  concerned  or  employed  in 
the  charging,  collecting,  levying,  or  managing  the 
customs,  or  any  branch  or  part  thereof,  shall  by  word, 
message,  or  writing,  or  in  any  other  manner  whatsoever, 
endeavour  to  persuade  any  elector  to  give,  or  dissuade  any 
elector  from  giving,  bis  vote  for  the  choice  of  any  person 
to  be  a  knight  of  the  shire,  citizen,  burgess,  or  baron,  of 
any  county,  city,  borough,  or  cinque  port,  to"  serve  in  par- 
liament ;  and  every  officer,  or  other  person  offending  there- 
in, shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  1002.  one  moiety  thereof  to  the 
informer,  the  other  moiety  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  where 
such  offence  shall  be  committed,  to  be  recovered  by  any 
person  that  shall  sue  for  the  same  by  action  of  debt,  bill, 
plaint,  or  information,  in  any  of  his  majesty  s  courts  of.  re- 
cord at  Westminster,  in  which  no  essoin,  protection,  or 
wager  of  law,  or  more  than  one  imparlance  shall  be  allowed; 
and  every  person  convict  on  any  such  suit  of  the  said  of; 
fence,  shall  thereby  become  disabled  and  incapable  of  ever 
bearing,  or  executing  any  office,  or  place  concerning  or  re- 
lating to  the  customs,  or  any  other  office,  or  place  of  trust 
whatsoever  under  his  majesty,  his  heirs,  or  successors. 


1?  &  13  w.  s, 
e.  S. 


Action  may  be 
prosecuted 
against  any  of- 
ficer of  the  re- 
venue or  any 
other  place  of 
public  trust 
for  any  mis- 
demeanor, &c. 


Anno  2°  et  So  Anna  Reg  in*:,  Cap.  18. 

An  Act  for  the  further  Explanation  and  Regulation  of  Privi- 
lege of  Parliament  in  relation  to  Persons  in  public  Offices. 

A.  D.  1703. 

'  Whereas  it  is  most  just  and  reasonable  that  persons 
employed  in  offices  and  places  of  public  trust,  should  at  all 
times  be  accountable  for  any  -misdemeanors  therein,  and 
the  public  justice  of  the  realm  requireth  a  vigorous  prose- 
cution of  such  offenders  :'  to  the  end  therefore  that  your  ma- 
jesty's good  subjects  may  not  lie  under  any  doubts  or  dis- 
couragements whereby  such  prosecutions  might  be  prevented 
or  delayed,  may  it  please  your  most  excellent  majesty  that 
it  may  be  enacted,  and  be  it  enacted,  That  any  action  or 
suit  shall  and  may.  be  commenced  and  prosecuted  in  any  of 
her  majesty's  courts  at  Westminster,  against  any  officer  or 
person  entrusted  or  employed  in  the  revenue  of  her  ma- 
jesty, her  heirs  or  successors,  or  any  part  or  branch  thereof, 
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or  any  other  office  or  place  of  public  trust,  for  any  forfei- 
ture, misdemeanor,  or  breach  of  trust,  of,  in,  or  relating  to 
such  office  or  place  of  trust,  or  any  penalty  imposed  by 
law  to  enforce  the  due  execution  thereof,  and  that  no 
such  action,  suit,  or  any  other  process,  proceeding, 
judgment,  or  execution  thereupon,  although  such  officer 
or  person  shall  be  a  peer  of  this  realm,  or  lord  of  par- 
liament or  one  of  the  knights,  citizens,  or  burgesses  of 
the  house,  of  commons,  or  otherwise  entitled  to  the  pri-  No  such  ac- 
vilege  of  parliaments,  shall  be  impeached,  stayed,  or  de-  JjJSed  on  pre* 
layed,  by  or  under  colour,  or  pretence  of  any  privilege  of  tence  of  privi- 

parliament.  ra!St?fparlia" 

2.    Provided  nevertheless,    and  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  Act  not  to' 
extend  to  subject  the  person  of  such  officer,  being  a  peer  JSJjJJftf ^j 
of  this  realm,  or  lord  of  parliament,  to  be  arrested  or  im-  to  imprison- 
prisoned,  but  that  all  process  shall  issue  against  such  officer  ment* 
or  person,  being  a  peer  of  this  realm,  or  lord  of  parliament, 
as  should  have  issued  against  him  out  of  the  time  of  privi- 
lege.   Nor  shall  extend  to  subject  the  person  of  such  officer,  Nor  memDer 
being  a  knight,  citizen,  or  burgess  of  the  house  of  com-  of  the  bouse 
mons,  to  be  arrested  or  imprisoned,  during  the  time  of of  common*- 
privilege  of  parliament,  and  that  against  such  officer  or 
other  person,  being  a  knight,  citizen,  or  burgess  of  the 
house  of  commons  entitled  to  privilege,  shall  be  issued 
summons,  and  distress  infinite  or  original  bill,  summons, 
attachment,  and  distress  infinite,  which  the  said  respective 
courts  are  hereby  empowered  to  issue  in  such  case,  until 
the  party  shall  appear  upon  such  process  according  to  the, 
course  of  such  respective  court. 


Anno  6°  Ann£  Regina,  Cap.  7. 

An  Act  for  the  Security  of  her  Majesty's  Person  and  Govern* 
ment,  and  of  the  Succession  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain 
in  the  Protestant  Line,  A.  D.  1707. 

Sect.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, That  this  present  parliament,  or  any  other  parliament 
which  shall  hereafter  be  summoned  and  called  by  her  Ma- 
jesty Queen  Ann,  her  heirs  or  successors,  shall  not  be  de- 
termined  or  dissolved  by  the  death  or  demise  of  her  said  not tebedis 
Majesty,  her  heirs  or  successors ;  but  such  parliament  shall  solved  by 
and  is  hereby  enacted  to  continue,  and  is  hereby  empowered  *ueen  s  eH 
and  required,  if  sitting  at  the  time  of  such  demise,  imme- 
diately to  proceed  to  act,  notwithstanding  such  death  or  de- 
mise, for  and  during  the  term  of  six  months,  and  no  longer,  But  continue. 
unless  the  same  be  sooner  prorogued  or  dissolved  by  such  for  six  months' 
person  to  whom  the  crown  of  this  realm  of  Greet  Britain  a  ter< 
shall  come,  remain,  and  be,  according  to  the  acts  for  limit- 
ing and  settling  the  succession,  and  for  the  union  above- 
mentioned  ;  and  if  the  said  parliament  shall  be  prorogued, 
then  it  shall  meet  and  sit  on  and  upon  the  day  unto  which  it 
shall  be  prorogued,  and  continue  /or  the  residue  of  the  said 
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time  of  six  month's    unless  sooner  prorogued  or  dissolved 
as  aforesaid. 
Sect.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
Parliament  to  said,  That  if  there  be  a  parliament  in  being  at  the  time  of 
atefy  after"11'  tbe  death  of  her  Majesty,  her  heirs  or  successors,  but  the 
death.  same  happens  to  be  separated  by  adjournment  or  proroga- 

tion, such  parliament  shall,  immediately  after  such  demise, 
meet,  convene,  and  sit,  and  shall  act,  notwithstanding  such 
death  or  demise,  for  and  during  the  time  of  six  months, 
and  no  longer,  unless  the  same  shall  be  sooner  prorogued 
or  dissolved,  as  aforesaid. 
Sect.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
ln  case  there   said,  That  in  case  there  is  no  parliament  in  being  at  the 
menTtoeTtSe  time  °f  8Ucn  demise  that  hath  met  and  sat,  then  the  last 
last  preceding  preceding  parliament  shall  immediately  convene,  and  sit  at 
to  meet.         Westminster,  and  be  a  parliament,  to  continue  as  aforesaid, 
to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  if  the  same  parliament  had 
never  been  dissolved,  but  subject  to  be  prorogued  and  dis- 
solved as  aforesaid. 
Sect.  7.  Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  declared, 
Nottoabridge  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  extend,  or  be  con- 
toprorogu?of  *trued  to  extend,  to  alter  or  abridge  the  power  of  the  queen, 
dissolve   par-  her  heirs  or  successors,  to  prorogue  or  dissolve  parliaments, 
haments.        nor  t0  repeal  or  make  void  one  act  of  parliament  made  in 
6  w.  and  M.  England  in  the  6th  year  of  the  reign  of  their  said  late  ma- 
c  2.  to  extend  jesties,  king  William  and  Queen  Mary,  intituled,  An  act 
raent  of^relt  *°r  *&e  frequent  meeting  and  calling  of  parliaments  ;  but 
Britain.  that  the  said  act  shall  continue  in" force  in  every  thing  that 

is  not  contrary  to,  or  inconsistent  with,  the  direction  of  this 
act,  and  the  said  act  for  the  frequent  meeting  and  calling 
of  parliaments,  [is  hereby  declared  and  enacted  to  extend 
to  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  as  fully  and  effectually, 
to  all  intents,  constructions,  and  purposes,  as  if  the  same 
were  herein  and  hereby  particularly  recited  and  enacted. 
Sect,  16.  And  be,  it  further  enacted  by  'the  authority 

ortrd^jis-  a^orc8ai^>  Taat  any  nomination  and  appointment  already 

tices  by  sue-  made  by  the  next  successor,  signified  by  such  instruments 

mad0/  fo  DeiS  deposited  as  aforesaid,  pursuant  to  the  said  former  act,  for 

effectual  as  if  the  better  security  of  her  majesty's  person  and  government, 

SSS°actfd  **  anc*  °f  tne  succession  f0  the  crown  of  England  in  the  pro- 

testant  line,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  as  effectual, 

for  constituting  and  appointing  the  persons  so  nominated 

lords  justices  of  England,  to  be  lords  justices  of  Great 

Britain,  to  all  intents,  constructions  and  purposes,  as  if 

such  nomination  and  appointment  were  made  pursuant  to 

this  act. 

Sect.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  lords 

notfoJi^oive  Ju8t*ces,  constituted  as  aforesaid,  shall  not  dissolve  the 

parliament      parliament  continued  and  ordered  to  assemble  and  sit  as 

tS?.0"* direc"  aforesaid,  without  express  direction  from  such  succeeding 

queen  or  king ;  and  that  the  said  lords  justices  shall  be,  and 

are,  hereby  restrained  and  disabled  from  giving  the  royal 

assent  in  parliament  to  any  bill  or  bills  for  the  repealing  or 

andu  caV.s.  altering  the  act  made  in  England  in  the  13th  and  14th 

«•*•  years  of  the  reign  of  King  Charles  the  second,  intituled, 
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An  act  for  the  uniformity  of  public  prayers  and  adminis- 
tration of  sacraments,  and  other  rites  and  ceremonies  ;  and 
for  establishing  the  form  for  making,  ordaining,  and  con- 
secrating bishops,  priests,  and  deacons,  in  the  church  of 
England  ;  or  the  act  made  in  Scotland  |n  the  last  session, Or  anacti 
of  parliament  there,  intituled,  An  act  for  securing  the  pro-  [£J$*  ,u  Scot" 
testant  religion  and  presbyterian  church  government ;  and 
all  and  every  the  said  lords  justices  concurring  in  giving 
the  royal  assent  to  any  bill  or  bills  for  repealing  or  alter- 
ing the  said  acts,  or  either  of  them,  shall  be  guilty  of  high 
treason,  and  suffer  and  forfeit  as  in  cases  of  high  treason.  , 

Sect.  23.  And  be  it  further  declared  and  enacted,  That 
if,  after  the  death  of  her  majesty  without  issue,  and  before 
the  arrival  of  any  succeeding  queen  or  king  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, any  parliament  shall  be  called  by  the  lords  justices,  pffjjfm,ent 
by  writs  tested  in  their  names  ;  by  the  arrival  of  such  sue-  fords  justices 
ceeding  queen  or  king  in  Great  Britain,  such  parliament  naf  ♦?.he  dis- 
shall  not  be  dissolved,  but  after  such  arrival  shall  proceed  viioi '  suocSl 
without  any  new  summons.  sor.^: 

SecL  25.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  That  no  person  who  shall  have  in  his  own  name, 
or  in  the  name  of  any  person  or  persons  in  trust  for  him, 
or  for  his  benefit,  any  new  office  or  place  of  profit  whatso- 
ever under  the  crown,  which  at  any  time  since  the  25th  day 
of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1705,  have  been  ere-  Persons  in  of- 
ated  or  erected,  ©Thereafter  shall  be  created  or  erected,  nor  fn^&bj  ™J$e 
any  person  who  shall  be  a  commissioner,  or  sub-commis-  SeSg*  efected 
sioner  of  prizes,  secretary  or  receiver  of  the  prizes,  nop  {£!mh6use0f  f 
any  comptroller  of  the  accounts  of  the  army,  nor  any  com-  commons. 
mission  er  of  transports,  nor  any  commissioner  of  the  sick 
and  wounded,  nor  any  agent  for  any  regiment,  nor  any  com- 
missioner for  any  wine  licences,  nor  any  governor  or  de- 
puty governor  of  any  of  the  plantations,  nor  any  commis- 
sioners of  the  navy  employed  in  any  of  the  out  ports,  nor  By  1  Geo.  1. 
any  person  having  any  pension  from  the  crown  during  stat.«.c.56#o 

i  .      i   in.     °        tiri*  ij.j  if    •*.*£  pensioners  for 

pleasure,  shall  be  capable  of  being  elected,  or  of  sitting  or  years  shall  sit 

voting  as  a  member  of  the  house  of  commons  in  any  parlia-  &cthfeeh$5G' 

ment  which  shall  be  hereafter  summoned  and  holden.  2.  c.  22* 

Sect,  26.    Provided  always,  That  if  any  person   being 
chosen  a  member  of  the  house  of  commons,  shall  accept  of 
any  office  of  profit  from  the  crown  during  such  time  as  he  Accepting  of- 
shall  continue  a  member,  his  election  shall  be,  and  is  here-  while0 a  mem- 
by  declared  to  be  void,  and  a  new  writ  shall  issue  for  a  new  b*r,    election 
election,  as  if  such  person  so  accepting  was  naturally  dead,  beagaineiect 
Provided  nevertheless,  That  such  person  shall  be  capable  ed- 
of  being  again  elected,  as  if  his  place  had  not  become  void 
as  aforesaid. 

Sect.  27.  Provided  also,  and  be  it  enacted,  That  in  or- 
der  to  prevent  for  the  future  too  great  a  number  of  com-  execSed  by  " 
mission ers  to  be  appointed  or  constituted  for  the  executing  too  many  com.- 
of  any  office,  that  no  greater  number  of  commissioners  shall  missi0ners- 
be  made  or  constituted  for  the  execution  of  any  office,  than 
have  been  employed  in  the  execution  of  such  respective 
office  at  some  time  before  the  first  day  of  this  present  par- 
liament. 
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^officers*1**1      ^ect'  28#  PR0VIDED  ■I*0*  That  nothing  herein  contained 

the  ° navy  JS  shall  extend  or  be  construed  to  extend  to  any  member  of 

army.  the  house  of  commons,  being  an  officer  in  her  majesty's  navy 

or  army,  who  shall  receive  any  new  or  other  commission  in 

the  navy  or  army  respectively. 

Sect.  29.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person 
abied^if  re.  hereby  disabled  or  declared  to  be  incapable  to  sit  or  vote 
turned  as        in  any  parliament  hereafter  to  be  bolden,  shall  nevertheless 
Sect^Xd    he  returned  as  a  member  to  serve  foi  any  county,  stew- 
retum  void,     artry,  city,  town,  or  cinque  port,  in  any  such  parliament, 
such  election  and  return  are  hereby  enacted  and  declared 
to  be  void  to  'all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever;  and  if 
any  person  disabled,  or  declared  incapable  by  this  act  to 
be  elected,  shall,  after  the  dissolution  or  determination  of 
this  present  parliament,  presume  to  sit  or  vote  as  a  member 
»  of  the  house  of  commons  in  any  parliament  to  be  hereafter 
summoned,  such  person  so  sitting  or  voting  shall  foreit  the 
sitting7,  °°      8um  °f  5W* to  DC  recovered  by  such  person  as  shall  sue  for 
the  same  in  England,  by  action  of  debt,  bill,  plaint,  or  in- 
formation, wherein  no  essoin,  protection,  or  wager  of  law 
shall  be  allowed,  and  only  one  imparlance. 

Sect.  30.  And  be  it  further  enacted  and  declared,  That 
every  person  disabled  to  be  elected,  or  to  sit  or  vote  in  the 
house  of  commons  of  any  parliament  of  England,  shall  be 
disabled  to  be  elected,  or  to  sit  or  vote  in  the  house  of  com* 
mons  of  any  parliament  of  Great  Britain. 

Sect.  31.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  That  no  person  who  now  is  a  commissioner  for 
disposing  the  Bum  of  398,085/.  10*.  and  all  other  sums  arising 
to  Scotland  by  way  of  equivalent,  upon  the  agreements  and 
to  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  articles  of  union  of  the 
two  kingdoms,  shall,  for  or  by  reason  of  such  commission, 
No  commis-    or  any  other  commission  for  disposing  the  said  equivalent 

SSSvafint**1*  or  any  P*1*  thereof,  or  the  execution  of  any  such  commis- 
disabied  from  sion,  or  any  thing  relating  thereunto,  be  disabled  from  being 
being  elected,  elected,  a  member  of  parliament,  or  sitting  or  voting  as  such 
in  this  or  any  future  parliament. 


6  AnnjE,  Cap.  23. 

An  Act  to  make  further  Provision  for  electing  and  summoning 
sixteen  Peers  of  Scotland  to  sit  in  the  House  of  Peers  in 
the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain ;  and  for  trying  Peers 
for  Offences  committed  in  Scotland  ;  and  for  the  further 
regulating  of  Voters  in  Elections  of  Members  to  serve  in 
Parliament.  A.  D.  1707. 

Ssin0"!©  take  13  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
oath,gor  qua^  That  every  person  who  shall  refuse  to  take  the  oath  last 
iffirm}5ionake  nere*n  hefore  recited,  or, '  being  a  quaker,  shall  refuse  to 
&r.  uncapahle  declare  the  effect  thereof  upon  his  solemn  affirmation,  as 
eimionof^  directed  Dv  an  act  °f  parliament  made  in  the  seventh  year  of 
members,  &c.  the  reign  of  his  late  majesty  King  William,  intituled  An 
7  6c  8  w.  s.  c.  j±ct  that  {fa  solemn  Affirmation  and  Declaration  of  the  People 

called  Quakers,  shall  be  accepted  instead  of  an  Oath  in  u*v*\ 
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Form,  (which  oath  or  declaration  the  sheriff  president  of 
the  meeting,  or  chief  officer  taking  the  poll  at  any  election 
of  members  to  serve  in  the  house  of  commons  for  any 
place  in  Great  Britain,  or  commissioners  for  choosing  bur- 
gesses  for  any  place  in  Scotland,  at  the  request  of  any 
candidate,  or  other  person  present]  at  such  election,  are 
hereby  empowered  and  required  to  administer,)  shall  not 
be  capable  of  giving  any  vote  for  the  election  of  any  such 
member  to  serve  in  the  house  of  commons  for  any  place  in 
Great  Britain,  or  commissioner  to  choose  a  burgess  for  any 
place  in  Scotland. 


Anno  9°  Anna  Regina,  Cap.  5. 

An  Act  for  securing  the  Freedom  of  Parliaments  by  the 
farther  qualifying  the  Members  to  sit  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. A.  D. 1710. 

For  the  better  preserving  the  constitution  and  freedom 
of  parliament,  be  it  enacted  and  declared,  That  from  and 
after  the  determination  of  this  present  parliament,  no  per- 
son shall  be  capable  to  sit  or  vote,  as  a  member  of  the  house 
of  commons  for  any  county,  city,  borough,  or  cinque  port, 
within  that'  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England,  the  do- 
minion of  Wales,  and  town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  who 
shall  not  have  an  estate,  freehold  or  copyhold,  for  his  own  Estates  of 
life,  or  for  some  greater  estate,  either  in  law  or  equity,  to  members. 
and  for  his  own  use  and  benefit,  of  or  in  lands,  tenements, 
or  hereditaments,  over  and  above  what  will  satisfy  and 
clear  all  incumbrances  that  may  affect  the  same,  lying  or  S^&of11^ 
being  within  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England,  the  qualification 
dominion  of  Wales,  and  town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  {JJaf  §5^ 
of  the  respective  annual  value  hereafter  limited,  viz.  The  c«  8>.~ 
annual  value  of  6007.  above  reprizes  for  every  knight  of  a 
shire,  and  the  annual  value  of  300/.  above  reprizes,  for 
every  citizen,  burgess,    or  baron  of  the  cinque    ports  ; 
and  that  if  any  person  who  shall  be  elected,  or  returned 
to  serve  in   any  parliament,  as  a  knight  of  a  shire  or 
as  as  a  citizen,  burgess,  or  baron  of  the  cinque  ports,,  shall 
not,  at  the  time  of  such  election  and  return,  be  seized  of  or  Not  having 
entitled  to  such  an  estate,  in  lands,  tenements  or  heredita-  su<*  estat£i 
ments,  as  for  such  knight,  or  for  such  citizen,  'burgess,  or  n  ra 
baron  respectively,  is  hereinbefore  required  or  limited,  such 
election  and  return  shall  be  void. 

2.  Provided*  always,  That  nothing  in  this  act  con- This  act  not  to 
tained,  shall  extend  to  make  the  eldest  son,  or  heir  [appa*  «*tend  to  tfie 
rent  of  any  peer  or  lord  of  parliament,  or  of  any  person  peerTor'of  a 
qualified  by  this  act  to  serve  as  knight  of  a  shire,  un-  g|jJ°fL  qaali- 
capable  of  sbeing  elected  and  returned,  and  sitting  and  as  knightoTa 
voting  as  a  member  of  the  house  of  commons  in  any  par- shire- 
Iiament. 

3.  Provided  always,    That   nothing  in  this,  act  con- 

tained,  shall  extend  or  be  construed  to  extend  to  either  of  §e?may *«"<* 
the  universities,  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Eng-  and  return 
land,  but  that  they,  and  each  of  them  may  elect  and  return  Eer£  ** 
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members  to  represent  them  in  parliament  as  heretofore  they 
have  done  ;  any  thing  herein  contained  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. 
None  to  be  4.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted  by  the   autho- 

Jirtue  of  any  rity  aforesaid,  that  no  person  whatsoever,  shall  be  con- 
moruage,  un-  strued  to  be  qualified  to  sit  in  the  house  of  commons,  within 
gagee  have  the  meaning  of  this,  act,  by  virtue  of  any  mortgage  whatso- 
been  in  posses-  ever,  whereof  the  equity  of  redemption  is  in  any  other  per- 
yeak before  son  or  persons,  unless  the  mortagee  shall  have  been  in  pos- 
the  election,  session  of  the  mortgaged  premises,  for  the  space  of  seven 
years  before  the  time  of  his  election  ;  any  thing  herein  con- 
tained to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

5.  Provided  always,  and  it  Mis  hereby  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  every  person  (except  as  aforesaid) 
who,  from  and  after  the  determination  of  this  present  par- 
Wuen  candi-  liament,  shall  appear  as  a  candidate,  or  shall  by  himself  or 
She*  following  anv  otBers  De  proposed  to  be  elected  to  serve  as  a  member  for 
oath.  the  house  of  commons, for  any  county,  city,  borough,  or  cinque 

port  in  England,  Wales,  or  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  shall, 
and  he  is  hereby  enjoined  and  required,  upon  reasonable 
request  to  him  to  be  made  (at  the  time  of  such  election,  or 
before  the  day  to  be  prefixed  in  the  writ  of  summons  for  the 
meeting  of  the  parliament)  by  any  other  person  who  shall 
stand  candidate  at  such  election,  or  by  any  two  or  more 
persons  having  right  to  vote  at  such  election,  take  a  cor- 
poral oath  in  the  form  or  to  the  effect  following : 
The  Oath.  '  I  A.  B.  do  swear,  that  I  truly  and  bona  fide  have  such 

an  estate  in  law  or  equity,  to  and  for  my  own  use  and  be- 
nefit, of  or  in  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  (over 
and  above  what  will  satisfy  and  clear  all  incumbrances  that 
may  affect  the  same)  of  the  annual  value  of  600/.  above  re- 
prises, as  doth  qualify  me  to  be  elected  and  returned  to 
serve  as  a  member  for  the  county  of 
according  to  the  tenor  and  true  meaning  of  the  act  of  par- 
liament in  that  behalf;  and  that  my  said  lands,  tenements, 
or  hereditaments,  are  lying  or  being  within  the  parish, 
township,  or  precinct  of  or  in  the  several 

parishes,  townships,  or  precincts  of  in  the 

county  of  or  in  the  several  counties  of 

»        (as  the  case  may  be).' 

o£tehbeCfnrla     ***  ^ND  *n  case  8UC^  caiM*idate  or  person  is  to  serve  for 
city,&c.         any  city,  borough,  or  cinque  port,  then  the  said  oath  shall 
relate  only  to  the  said  value  of  3002.  per  annum,  and  be 
taken  to  the  same  effect,  mutatis  mutandis  as  is  hereby  pre- 
scribed for  the  oath  of  a  person  to  serve  as  a  member  for 
such  county  as  aforesaid. 
The  oath  to  be      7.  A  nd  it  is  ^hereby  enacted,  that  the  respective  oaths 
jdministered  aforesaid,  shall  and  may  be  administered  by  the  sheriff  or 
&c.  who  shall,'  under-sheriff  for  any  such  county  as  aforesaid,  or  by  the 
months^ter  may°r>  bailiff,  or  other  officer  or  officers,  for  any  city,  bo- 
Sentaking  .r  rough,  or  port,  to  whom  it  shall  appertain  to  take  the  poll, 
8iereameI£to  or  ma^e  tne  returu»  &t  such  election  for  the  same  county, 
the  Queen's    borough,  or  port  respectively,  or  by  any  two  or  icoi;e  jus- 

Chancery  or  tices  °*  tIie  Peace  within  England,  Wales,  and  Berwick 
forfeit  loo/,     upon  Tweed ;  and  the  said  sheriff,  mayor,  bailiff,  or  other 
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officers,  and  the  said  justices  of  the  peace  respectively, 
who  shall  administer  the  said  oaths,  are  hereby  required  to 
certify  the  taking  thereof  into  her  majesty's  high  court  of 
chancery,  or  the  queen's  bench,  within  three  months  after  the 
taking  the  same,  under  the  penalty  of  forfeiting  the  sum  of  One  moiety  to 
HMM.^to  wit,  one  moiety  thereof  to  the  queen,  and  the  other  otherUTon'him 
moiety  thereof  to  such  person  or  persons  as  will  sue  for  the  £ho  will  sue. 
same,  to  be  recovered,  with  full  costs  of  suit,  by  action  of    c' Wlt  costs* 
debt,  bill,  plaint,  or  information,  in  any  of  her  majesty's 
courts  of  record  at  Westminster ;  and  if  any  of  the  said 
candidates,"or  persons  proposed  to  be  elected  as  aforesaid, 
shall  wilfully  refuse,  upon  reasonable  request  to  be  made  If  caodidate 
at  the  time  of  the  election,  or  at  any  time  before  the  day  refuse  to  take 
upon  which  such  parliament,  by  the  writ  of  summons,  is  to  SectSifvoid! 
meet,  to  take  the  oath  hereby  required,  then  the  election 
and  return  of  such  candidate  or  petson  shall  be  void. 
.8.  And  it  is  hereby  enacted,  That  no  fee  or  reward  shall 
be  taken  for  administering  any   such  oath,    or  making,  Fees   for  ad- 
.  receiving,  or  filing  the  certificate  thereof,  except  one  shil-  SemSoathngfor 
ling  for  administering    the   oath,  and  two  shillings  for  certificate  and 
making  the  certificate,  and  two  shillings  for  receiving  and  g" 

.  filing  the  same,  under  the  penalty  of  202  to  be  forfeited  by  penalty. 
the  offender,  and  to  be  recovered  and  divided  as  afore- 
said. 


Officers  of  the 


Anno  9°  Anna  Regina:,  Cap.  10. 

An  Act  for  establishing  a  General  Post  Office  for  all  her 

fc  Majesty's  Dominions,  and  for  settling  a  weekly  Sum  out 

of  the  Revenues  thereof ',  for  the  Service  of  the  War,  and 

other  her  Majesty's  Occasions.  A.  D.  1710. 

Sect.  44.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  That  no  postmaster  or  postmasters  general,  or 
his  or  their  deputy,  or  deputies,  or  any  person  employed  poTSffice  not 
by,  or  under  him  or  them,  in  the  receiving,  collecting,  or  toj^r' 
managing  the  revenue  of  the  post  office,  or  any  part  thereof,  elections? 
shall  by  word,  message,  or  writing,  or  in  any  other  manner 
whatsoever,  endeavour  to  persuade  any  elector  to  give,  or 
dissuade  any  elector  from  giving,  his  vote  for  the  choice  of 
any  person  to  be  a  knight  of  the  shire,  citizen,  or  burgess, 
or  baron  of  Any  county,  city,  borough,  or  cinque  port,  to 
serve  in  parliament ;  and  every  officer  or  other  person  of- 
fending therein,  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  1002.  one  moiety  p^*- 
thereof  to  the  informer,  the  other  moiety  to  the  poor  of  the 
parish,  where  such  offence  shall  be  committed,  to  be  re- 
covered by  action  of  debt,  bill,  plaint,  or  information  in 
any  of  her  majesty's  courts  of  record,  at  Westminster,  or 
in  the  court  of  exchequer  in  Scotland,  for  the  said  offences 
committed  in  England  and  Scotland  respectively,  wherein 
no  essoin,  protection,  or  wager  of  law,  or  any  more  than 
one  imparlance  shall  be  allowed  ;  and  every  person  convict 
on  any  such  suit  of  the  said  offence,  shall  thereby  become 
disabled  and  incapable  of  ever  bearing  or  executing  any 

f 
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office  or  place  of  trust  whatsoever  under  her  majesty,  her 
heirs  or  successors. 


Anno  9°  Anna,  Cap.  11 » 

An  Act  for  laying  certain  Duties  upon  Hides  and  Skins 
tanned,  tawed,  or  dressed,  and  upon  Vellum  and  Parch- 
ment, for  the  Term  of  Thirty-two  Years,  for  prosecuting 
the  War  and  other  her  Majesty*s  most  necessary  Occa- 
sions. A.  D.  17H>. 

49.  '  A  nd  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afote* 
^mo3irersn    ■*"*»  That  no  commissioner,  officer,  or  other  person,  oon- 
«u.'  mt  to  In-  cerned  or  employed  in  the  charging,  collecting,  receiving, 
eI15S!£e  1D  or  managing  any  of  the  duties  granted  by  this  act,  shall 
by  word,  message,  or  writing,  or  in  any  other  manner,  en- 
deavour to  persuade  any  elector  to  give,  or  dissuade  any 
elector  from  giving,  his  vote  for  his  choice  of  any  person 
to  be  a  knight  of  the  shire,  commissioner,  citizen,  burgess, 
or  baron,  for  any  county,  city,  borough,  or  cinque  port ; 
and  every  officer  or  other  person  offending  therein,  shall 
forfeit  the  sum  of  1001.  one  moiety  thereof  to  the  informer, 
™a  jr.         the  other  moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the 
parish  or  place  where  such  offence  shall  be  committed,  to 
be  recovered  by  any  person  that  shall  sue  for  the  same,  by 
action  of  debt,  bill,  plaint,  or  information,  in  any  of  her 
majesty's  courts  of  record  at  Westminster,  or  in  the  court 
of  exchequer  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland, 
in  which  no  essoin,  protection,  privilege,  or  wager  of  law, 
or  more  than  one  imparlance  shall  be  allowed ;  and  every 
person  convict  on  any  such  suit,  shall  thereby  become  dis- 
Ma4e  perpe-    abled   and  incapable  of  ever  bearing  or  executing  any 
?.' 7' 3  Geo* lm  °®ce  or  place  of  trust  whatsoever  under  her  majesty,  her 
heirs  or  successors. 


Anno  9°  Anna  Regina,  Cap.  20. 

An  Act  for  rendering  the  Proceedings  upon  Writs  of  Man- 
damus and  Information,  in  the  nature  of  a  Quo  Warranto, 
more  speedy  and  effectual;  and  for  the  more  easy  trying 
and  determining  the  rights  of  Offices  and  Franchises  m 
Corporations  and  Boroughs.  A.  D..  17 It. 

6.  '  And  whereas  in  divers  counties,  boroughs,  towns 
corporate    and  cinque  ports  where  the  mayor,  bailiff,  or 
other  officer  or  officers  to  whom  it  belongs  to  preside  at  the 
election,  and  make  return  of  any  member  to  serve  in  par- 
liament, ought  to  be  annually  elected,  the  same  person 
hath  been  re-elected  into  such  office  for  several  years  suc- 
cessively,  which  hath   been  found  inconvenient*/  be  it 
\o  annual      enacted  and  declared  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  no 
'tmrer'Suli  be  Person  or  persons,  who  hath  been,  or  shall  be  in  such  an- 
/<veifcted.       nual  office  for  one  whole  year,  shall  be  capable  to  be  chose*, 
into  the  same  office  for  the  year  immediately  ensuing  ;  and 
where  any  such  annual  officer  or  officers  is  or  are  to  cob- 
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tinue  for  a  year,  and  until  iome  other  person v  or  persons 
•kali  be  chosen  and  sworn  into  such  office,  if  any  such 
officer  or  officers  shall  voluntarily  and  unlawfully  obstruct  And  such  an. 
and  prevent  the  choosing  another  person  or  persons  to  obJuTictinT 
succeed  into  such  office  at  the  time  appointed  lor  making  the  election  of 
another  choice,  shall  forfeit  1001.  for  every  such  offence,  io^brthim/. 
to  be  recovered  with  costs  of  suit  by  such  person  as  will 
sue  for  the  same  in  any  of  her  majesty's  courts  of  record 
before-mentioned,  by  action  of  debt,  bill,  plaint,  or  infor- 
mation, wherein  no  essoin,  protection,  or  wager  of  law,  onemoiety  to 
shall  be  allowed,  nor  any  more  than  one  imparlance;  one  the  queen,  the 
moiety  to  her  majesty,  her  heirs  and  successors,  and  the  $$££1$* 
ether  moiety  to  htm  or  them  that  will  sue  for  the  same. 


Anno  10°  Anile  Regina,  Cap.  19. 

An  Act  for  laying  several  Duties  upon  all  Soap  and  Paper 
made  in  Great  Britain,  or  imported  into  the  none,  and 
upon  chequered  and  striped  Linens  imported,  and  upon  cer- 
tain Silks,  Calicoes,  Linens,  and  Stuffs,  printed,  painted, 
or  stained,  and  upon  several  Kinds  of  stamped  VeUum, 
Parchment,  and  Paper,  and  upon  certain  printed  Papers, 
*'  Pamphlets,  and  Advertisements,  for  raising  the  Sum  of 
*'  Eighteen  Hundred  Thousand  Pounds,  by  way  of  Lottery, 
towards  her  Majesty's  Supply,  and  for  licensing  an  ad- 
ditional Number  of  Hackney  Chairs,  and  for  charging 
certain  stocks  of  Cards  and  Dice,  and  for  better  securing 
her  Majesty's  Duties  to  arise  in  the  Office  for  the  stamped 
Duties  by  Licences  for  Marriages,  and  otherwise,  and  for 
Relief  of  Persons  who  have  not  claimed  their  Lottery 
Tickets  in  due  Time,  or  have  lost  Exchequer  Bills  or  Lot* 
tery  Tickets,  and  for  borrowing  Money  upon  Stock  (part  of 
the  Capital  of  the  South  Sea  Company)  for  the  Use  of  the 
Public.  A.  D.  1711. 

182.  And  be  it  further  enacted  ty  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  no  commissioner,  officer,  or  other  person,  concerned 
or  employed  in  the  charging,  collecting  or  receiving,  or  ma- 
naging, any  of  the  duties  granted  by  this  act,  shall  by 
wool,  message,  or  writing,  or  in  any  other  manner,  endea- 
vour to  persuade  any  elector  to  give?  or  dissuade  any  elec-  SXf^r 
tor  from  giving,  his  vote  for  his  choice  of  any  person  to  be  this  act  not  to 
knight  of  the  shire,  commissioner,  citizen,    burgess,    or  {JJJSjSsL 
town  for  any  county,  city,  borough,  or  cinque  port,  and 
every  officer,  or  other  person  offending  therein,  shall  forfeit 
the  sum  of  lOOi.  one  moiety  thereof  to  the  informer,  the  Penalty. 
•the*  moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  or 
place  where  sueh  offence  shall  be  committed,  to  be  reco- 
vered by  any  person  that  shall  sue  for  the  same,  by  action 
of  debt,  bill,  plaint,  or  information,  in  any  of  her  majesty's 
court*  of  record  at  Westminster,  or  in  the  court  of  exche- 
quer in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland,  in  which 
me  rroioin^  protection,  privilege,  or  wager  of  law,  or  more 
tfcsja  one  imparlance,  shall  be  allowed,  and  every  person 
cojrrict  on  any  such  suit  shall  thereby  become  disable  ' 
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and  incapable  of  ever  bearing  or  executing  any  office  or 
place  of  trust  whatsoever,  under  her  majesty,  her  heirs 
and  successors. 


Anno  10°  Anna  Regin£,  Cap.  23. 

-  An  Act  for  the  more  effectual  preventing  fraudulent  Con- 
veyances, in  order  to  multiply  Votes  for  electing  Knights 
of  Shires  to  serve  in  Parliament, 

'  Whereas  by  an  act  of  parliament  made  in  the  7th 
7  &.  8  w.  s,    year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  majesty  king  William  the 
c.  25.         '    third,  intituled,  An  act  for  the  further  regulating  elections 
of  members  to  serve  in  parliament,  and  for  the  preventing 
irregular  proceedings  of  sheriffs  and  other  officers,  in  the 
electing  and  returning  such  members,  it  is  amongst  other 
things  enacted,  That  all  conveyances  of  any  messuages, 
lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  in  any  county,  city, 
borough,  town-corporate,  port  or  place,  in  order  to  mul- 
tiply voices,  or  to  split  and  divide  the  interest  in  any 
houses  or  lands  amongst  several  persons,  to  enable  them 
to  vote  at  election  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament,  shall 
be  void,  and  of  none  effect ;  and  that  no  more  than  one 
single  voice  shall  be  admitted  for  one  and  the  same  house 
and  tenement :  and  whereas  (notwithstanding  this  provi- 
sion to  the  contrary)  many  fraudulent  and   scandalous 
practices  have  been  used  of  late,  to  create  and  multiply 
votes  at  the  election  of  knights  of  the  shire  to  serve  in 
parliament,  to  the  great  abuse  of  the  ancient  law  and 
custom  of  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England,   to 
the  gTeat  injury  of  those  persons  who  have  just  right  to 
elect,  and  in  prejudice  of  the  freedom  of  such  elections :' 
Therefore,  for  the  more  effectual  preventing  of  such  undue 
practices,  be  it  enacted,  That  all  estates  and  conveyances 
conveyances  whatsoever,  made  to  any  person,  or  persons,  in  any  rrau- 
madeUtoDqua  dulent  or  collusive  manner,  on  purpose  to  qualify  him  or 
lity  persons  to  them  to  give  his  or  their  vote  or  votes  at  such  elections 
toroiSitiont   °^  knights  of  the  shire  (subject  nevertheless  to  conditions 
to  defeat  the    or  agreements  to  defeat  or  determine  such  estate,  or  to 
dwnsed'of      re-convey  the  same)  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  against 
such  conditi-    those  persons  who  executed  the  same,  as  tree  and  absolute, 
«ns,  &c.         ancj  be  holden  and  enjoyed  by  all  and  every  such  person 
or  persons  to  whom  such  conveyance  shall  be  made,  as 
aforesaid,  freely  and  absolutely  acquitted,   exonerated, 
and  discharged  of  and  from  all  manner  of  trusts,  condi- 
tions, clauses  of  re-entry,  powers  of  revocation,  provisoes 
of  redemption,  or  other  defeazances  whatsoever,  between 
or  with  the  said  parties,  or  any  other  person  or  persons  in 
trust  for  them ;  and  that  all  bonds,  covenants,  collateral 
d^SiogC8ufch  or.  otner  securities,  contracts,  or  agreements,  between  or 
estate  void,     with  the  said  parties,  or  any  other  person  or  persons  in 
trust  for  them,  or  any  of  them,  for  the  redeeming,  revok- 
ing, or  defeating  such  estate  or  estates,  or  for  the  restor- 
ing or  re-conveying  thereof  or  any  part  thereof,  to  any 
person  or  persons  who  made  or  executed  such  conveyance. 


AlMftMX.]  la  ANN,  CAP.  33.  ){ 


on 


er  td  amy  other  person  or  person*  in  trust  for  them,  or  any 

of  ibjom,  shall  be  null  and  void  to  all  intents  and  purposes 

Whatsoever ;  and  that  every  person  who  shall  make  and 

execute  such  conveyance  and  conveyances  as  aforesaid, 

or  being  privy  to  snch  purpose,  shall  devise  or  prepare 

the  same ;  and  every  person  who,  by  colour  thereof,  shall 

give  any  vote  at  any  election  of  any  knight  or  knights  of  Penalty  _.. 

a  shire,  to  serve  in  parliament,  shall,  for  every  such  con-  persons  mak  - 

veyance  so  made,  or  vote  so  created  or  given,  forfeit  the  SraSiSj 

sum  of  forty  pounds,  to  any  person  who  shall  sue  for  the  or  voting  by' 

same,  to  be  recovered,  together  with  full  costs  of  suit,  by  coIourtherwK 

action  of  debt,  bill,  plaint,  or  information,  in  any  of  her 

majesty's  courts  of  record  at  Westminster,  wherein  no 

essoin,  privilege,  protection,  wager  of  law,  or  more  than 

one  imparlance  shall  be  admitted  or  allowed. 

2.  Ann  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  After  i*t  May, 
That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  May,  which  shall  be  1712'  >"?,  **r 

.«  *  -r       i  .a.a  i     »i         .      <•        .      sons  snail  v»jf»* 

in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1712,  no  person  shall  vote  for  the  for  a  knight  of 
electing  of  any  knight  of  a  shire,  within  that  part  of  Great  £«£"£'  lands 
Britain  called  England,  in  respect  or  in  right  of  any  lands  which  no*"1  * 
or  tenements  which  have  not  been  charged  or  assessed  to  jlKSiclaw* 
the  public  taxes,  church  rates,  and  parish  duties,  in  such  8c.  and"*' 
proportion  as  other  lands  or  tenements  of  forty  shillings  Jj^n  SJinot 
per  annum  within  the  same  parish  or  township,  where  the  received  the 
same  shall  lie  or  be,  are  usually  charged,  and  for  which  J!JJ*  befoi?ie 
such  person  shall  not  have  received  the  rents  or  profits,  or  unless  the 
be  entitled  to  have  received  the  same  to  the  full  value  of  KentTc by 
forty  shillings  or  more,  to  his  own  use,  for  one  year  before  &<*  »**  12 
such  election,  unless  such  lands  or  tenement  came  to  sueh  to\n^ailli 
person  within  the  time  aforesaid,  by  descent,  marriage,  mar-  by  is  Geo.  «, 
<riage  settlement,  devise,  or  presentation  to  some  benefice  c" 18,  s*  ** 
in  the  church,  or  by  promotion  to  some  office,  unto  which 
snch  freehold  is  affixed  ;  and  if  any  person  shall  vote  in 
any  snch  election,  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning 
.hereof,  he  shall,  for  every  such  offence^  forfeit  the  sum  of 
forty  pounds,  one  moiety  thereof  to  the  poor  of  the  parish 
or  parishes  where  the  lands  or  tenements  lie,  for  which 
such  person  shall  vote,  and  the  other  moiety  to  the  person 
or  persons  who  shall  sue  for  the  same,  to  be  recovered  by 
•action  ef  debt,  bill,  plaint,  or  information,  in  any  of  her 
-majesty's  courts  of  record  at  Westminster,  wherein  no 
essoin,  privilege,  protection  or  wager  of  law,  shall  be 
allowed,  or  more  than  one  imparlance. 

3.  Repeals  the  oath  required  by  7  W.  3,  c.  25. 

4.  And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  Sect. 3, repeals 
That  upon  every  election  to  be  made  of  any  knight  or  JSjJS'VV 
knights  of  a  shire  within  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  w.  3,  c  ab. 
England,  to  serve  in  parliament,  every  freeholder,  before 

he  is- admitted  to  poll  at  the  same  election,   shall  (if  re- 
quired by  the  candidates,  or  any  of  them,  or  any  other  ride  another 
person  having  a  right  to  vote  at  such  election)  first  take  °*J>»  18  G.  a, 
the  oath  following,  viz.  c* 18' $*  *• 

5*  And  the  better  to  detect  and  punish  any  offenders 
against  this  act,  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  in  taking  the  poll,  the  sheriff,  or  his  under  sheriff, 
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The  elector's 
name,  and 
abode. 


Toll-books  de- 
livered upon 
oath  to  the 
clerk  of  the 
peace,  and 
kept  among 
records  of  the 
sessions. 


Sheriff  of 
Yorkshire  to 
appoint  seven 
tables  for  tak- 
ing the  poll,  at 
the  costs  of  the 
candidates. 


Sheriff  of 
Cheshire. 


Qtiakeix  affir- 
mation. 


and  clerks,  shall  enter  not  only  the  place  of  the  elector's* 
freehold,  bat  also  the  place  of  his  abode,  as  he  shall  de- 
clare the  same  at  the  time  of  the  giving  his  vote,  and  shall 
also  make  or  enter  jurat  against  the  name  of  every  such 
voter  who  shall  be  tendered  and  take  the  oath  hereby  re- 
quired; and  that  the  said  sheriff,  or  returning ,  officer, 
shall,  within  the  space  of  twenty  days  next  after  such 
election,  faithfully  deliver  over  upon  oath  (which  oath  the 
two  next  justices  of  the  peace,  one  of  whom  to  be  of  the 
quorum,  are  hereby  enabled  and  required  to  administer) 
unto  the  clerk  of  the  peace  of  the  same  county,  all  the 
poll-books  of  such  respective  election  without  any  embez- 
zlement or  alteration,  and  in  such  counties  where  there 
are  more  than  one  clerk  of  the  peace  of  the  same  county, 
then  the  original  poll-books  to  one  of  such  clerks  of  the 
peace,  and  attested  copies  thereof  to  the  rest,  to  be  care- 
fully kept  and  preserved  among  the  records  of  the 
sessions  of  the  peace  of  and  for  the  said  county. 

6.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  sheriff  of  the  county  of  York  for  the  time  being, 
shall  be  and  is  hereby  required  to  appoint  seven  conve- 
nient tables,  or  places  for  taking  the  poll  of  the  said 
county,  upon  any  new  election  of  a  knight  or  knights  of 
the  shire  for  the  said  county,  at  the  proper  costs  and 
charges  of  the  candidates  for  the  same,  to  continue  till 
the  poll  be  concluded. 

7.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  sheriff  of  the  county  palatine  of  Chester  for  the 
time  being,  against  every  election  of  a  knight  or  knights 
of  the  shire  to  serve  in  parliament  for  the  said  county, 
shall  and  is  hereby  required  to  cause  seven  convenient 
tables  or  pl&ces,  and  no  more,  to  be  made  at  the  costs  and 
charges  of  the  candidates,  within  the  shire  hall  of  the 
said  county,  for  taking  the  poll  at  such  elections,  that  is  to 
say,  two  at  the  upper  end,  two  at  each  side,  and  one  at 
the  lower  end  of  the  said  hall ;  and  shall  at  such  place 
take  the  poll  at  such  elections  till  the  same  be  concluded. 

8.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  being  a  Quaker,  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  an  act,  passed  the  7th  year  of  his  late  majesty's 
reign,  intituled,  An  act  that  the  solemn  affirmation  and  de- 
claration of  the  people  called  Quakers,  shall  be  accepted  in- 
stead of  an  oath  in  the  usual  form,  shall,  upon  such  election 
as  aforesaid,  if  required  by  the  candidates,  or  any  of 
them,  declare  the  effect  of  the  said  oath  upon  his  solemn 
affirmation,  in  such  manner  and  form  as  is  directed  by  the 
said  act  of  parliament,  made  in  the  seventh  year  of  the 
reign  of  his  late  majesty  king  William  the  third,  intituled, 
An  act  that  the  solemn  affirmation  and  declaration  of  the 
people  called  Quakers,  shall  be  accepted  instead  of  an  oath 
in  the  usual  form ;  every  such  Quaker  shall  be  capable 
and  admitted  to  give  his  vote  for  the  election  of  any  such 
member  as  aforesaid,  to  serve  in  the  house  of  commons, 
within  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England ;  and 
every  sheriff  by  himself,  or  such  his  proper  officer  as  afore- 
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said,  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  accept  such 

affirmation  instead  of  the  said  oath,  and  shall  also  make  or 

enter  affirmat  against  the  name  of  every  such  Quaker ;  and 

in  case   any  such    Quaker  shall  be  convicted   wilfully, 

falsely,  and  corruptly  to  have  affirmed  or  declared  any 

matter  or  thing  which,  if  the  same  had  been  in  the  usual 

form,  would  have  amounted  to  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury, 

every  snchQuaker  so  offending,  shall  incur  the  same  penal-  incur  the  j*- 

ties  and  forfeitures  as  herein-before  enacted  against  per-  naltiesagainit 

sons  convicted  of  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury.  penury. 


Anno  12°  Anna  Regina,  Cap.  5. 

An  Act  to  explain  a  Clause  in  an  Act  of  the  last  Session  of 
Parliament,  intituled,  An  Act  for  the  more  effectual  pre- 
venting fraudulent  Conveyances,  in  order  to  multiply 
Votes  for  the  electing  Knights  of  Shires  to  serve  in  Par- 
liament, as  far  as  the  same  relates  to  the  ascertaining  the 
Value  of  Freeholds  ofAOs.  per  annum.  A.  D.  1713. 

Whereas  by  an  act  made  in  the  last  session  of  pailia-  The  18  G.  2. 
ment,  intituled,  An  act  for  the  more  effectual  preventing  f&j^tltute1' 
fraudulent   conveyances,  in  order  to  multiply  votes  for  and  incorpo- 
electing  knights  for  shires  to  serve  in  parliament,  it  is  JJtSente*"-!'* 
amongst  other  things  enacted,  That  from  and  after  the  pott.  \ 
first  day  of  May,  which  should  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1712,  no  person  shall  vote  for  the  electing  of  any  knight 
of  a  shire,  within  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Eng- 
land, in  respect  or  in  right  of  any  lands  or  tenements 
which  have  not  been  charged  or  assessed  to  the  public 
taxes,  church  rates,  and  parish  duties,  in  such  propor- 
tions as  other  lands  or  tenements  of  40*.  per  annum,  within 
the  same  parish  and  township  where  the  same  shall  lie  or 
be,  are  usually  charged,  under  a  penalty  therein  expressed; 
and  whereas  some  ddubts  have  arisen  whether  parsons, 
vicars,  and  other  persons,  having  messuages,  lands,  rents, 
tithes,  or  other  hereditaments,  are  not  thereby  restrained 
from  voting  at  such  elections,  in  regard  that ,  such  mes- 
suages, lands,  rents,  tithes  or  hereditaments,  have  not 
been    usually  charged   or  assessed  to  the  public   taxes, 
church  rates,  and  parish  duties,  and  to  every  of  them/ 
Now,  for  as  much  as  it  was  only  intended  thereby  to  as- 
certain the  value  of  lands  or  tenements,  by  making  the 
proportion  paid  to  the  public  taxes,  church  rates,  and 
parish  duties,  or  such  of  them  to  which  the  same  were 
usually  charged  or  assessed,  the   measure  of  the  value  The  act  10    " 
thereof;  and  for  the  removing  such  doubts,  be  it  enacted  noYfe  restrain 
and  declared,  &c.  That  the  said  act,  or  any  thing  therein  gJ*P€,nM?n 
contained  shall  not  extend,  or  be  construed  to  restrain  any  in  respectDot" 
person  from  voting  in  such  election  of  any  knight  of  a  any  rents,  &c. 
shire  within  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England,  in  ?n  S^Tof " 
respect  or  in  right  of  any  rents,  tithes,  or  other  incorporeal  co«rt>  jn  re- 
inheritances,  or  any  messuages  or  lands  in  extra-parochial  Sot  being   " 
places,  or  any  chambers  in  the  inns  of  court,  or  inns  of  ^fjpedto 
chancery,  or  any  messuages  or  seats  belonging  to  any  £i.  *     es' 
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offices,  in  regard  or  by  reason  that  the  same  have  not 

usually  been,  or  shall  not  be  charged  or  assessed  to  all  or 

any  the  public  taxes,  church  rates,  and  parish  duties,  -as- 

mentioned  in  the  above   recited  act,  or  in  respect-  or  in 

right  of  any  other  messuages  or  lands  not  herein  before 

specified,  in  regard  or  by  reason  that  the  same  hare  not 

been  usually  charged  or  assessed   to  all  and  every  the 

S2y,S5?ethat  public  taxes,  church  rates,  and  parish  duties  aforesaid, 

been  assessed  provided,  That  such  messuages  or  lands  have  usually  been 

^a£e?rop4te.  charged  or  assessed  to  some  one  or  more  of  the  said  public 

perano.  in  the"  taxes,  rates,  or  duties,  in  such  proportion  as  other  mes* 

same  parish,    8uages  or  lands  of  forty  shillings  per  annum  within  the 

same  parish  or  town-ship  where  the  same  shall  lie  or  be, 

are  usually  charged  to  the  same ;  any  thing  contained  in 

the  said  recited  act  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any  wise 

notwithstanding. 

Anno  12°  Anna  Regina,  Stat.  1,  Cap.  15. 

An  Act  for  making  perpetual  an  Act  made  in  the  seventh 
Year  of  the  Reign  of  the  late  King  William,  intituled. 
An  Act  to  prevent  false  and  double  Returns  of  Members 
to  serve  in  Parliament,  A.  D.  1713. 

"  Whereas  in  the  7th  year  of  the  reign  of  the  late  king 
William  the  Third,  an  act  was  made,  intituled,  An  act  to 
prevent  false  and  double  returns  of  members  to  serve  in 
*&8W  3      parliament,  and  was  thereby  enacted  to  continue  for  the 
c.  7.      '  '     term  of  seven  years,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  next 
session  of  parliament,  and  no  longer ;  which  act,  by  ano- 
12  &  is  w.  3,  ther  act  made  in  the  12th  year  of  the  reign  of  the  said  late 
r-  *■  king*  intituled,  An  act  for  continuing  a  former  act  to  pre- 

vent false  and  double  returns  of  members  to  serve  in  par- 
liament, was  enacted,  should  thereafter  be  in  force  for, 
and  during  the  term  of  eleven  years,  and  from  thence  to  the 
end  of  the  first  session  of  the  next  parliament,  and  no 
longer ;  which  said  act  has  been  found  by  experience  to 
be  very  useful  for  the  preservation  of  the  rights  of  the 
several  counties,  cities,  and  boroughs  of  this  kingdom,  in 
the  election  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament,  and  being 
near  expiring :  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  &c.    That  the  said 

Th    act  7  &  8  aC*    ma^e   *u  ^e   ^n   year   °^   *ne  Yei%n   0I"  *ne  *ate    king 

w.s,  c  7.       William  the  Third,  intituled,  An  act  to  prevent  false  and 

Sal* perpe     double  returns  of  members  to  serve  in   parliament,  and 

every  clause,  matter,  and  thing  therein  contained,  shall  be, 

and  is  hereby  declared  to  be  in  full  force,  and  is  hereby 

made  perpetual. 


Anno  1  Georgii  Regis,  Cap.  38. 

An  Act  for  enlarging  the  Time  of  Continuance  of  Parlia- 
ments appointed  by  an  Act  made  in  the  sixth  Year  of  the 
Reign  of  King  William  and  Queen  Mary,  intituled^  An 
Act  for  the  frequent  meeting  and  calling  of  Parliaments. 

A.  D.  1715. 

'  Whereas  in  and  by  an  act  of  parliament  made  in  the 
sixth  year  of  the  reign  of  their  late  majesties  king  William 
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and  Queen  Mary  (of  ever  blessed  memory)  intituled,  An  0  Y'^J}** 
act  for  the  frequent  meeting  and  calling  of  parliaments,  it  £  14.90  Ed.  3' 
was  amongst  other  things  enacted,  That  from  henceforth  |- 10-  x5  w*L 
no  parliament  whatsoever,  that  should  at  any  time  then  jfcf  $. '«,  c.  *'. 
after  be  called,  assembled,  or  held,  should  have  any  con- 
tinuance longer  than  for  three  years  only  at  the  farthest, 
to  be  accounted  from  the  day  on  which,  by  the  writ  of  . 
summons,  the  said    parliament  should  be  appointed  to 
meet ;  and  whereas  it  hath  been  found  by  experience,  that 
the  said  clause  hath  proved  very  grievous  and  burthen- 
some,  by  occasioning  much  greater  and  more  continued 
expences,  in  order  to  elections  of  members  to  serve  in 
parliament,  and  more  violent  and  lasting  heats  and  ani- 
mosities among  the  subjects  of  this  realm,  than  were  ever 
known  before  the  said  clause  was  enacted,  and  the  said 
provision,  if  it  should  continue,  may  probably,  at  this  junc- 
ture, when  a  restless  and  popish  faction  are  designing  and 
endeavouring  to  renew  the  rebellion  within  this  kingdom, 
and  an  invasion  from  abroad  be  destructive  to  the  peace 
and  security  of  the  government :'  Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That 
this  present  parliament,  and  all  parliaments  that  shall  at 
any  time  hereafter  be  called,  assembled,  or  held,  shall  and 
may  respectively  have  continuance  for  seven  years,  and 
no  longer,  to  be  accounted  from  the  day  on  which,  by  the 
writ  or  summons,  this  present  parliament  hath  been,  or  Parliament 
any  future  parliament  shall  be,  appointed  to  meet,  unless  Smu^^o?*" 
this  present  or  any  such  parliament  hereafter  to  be  sum-  seven  years, 
moned,  shall  be  sooner  dissolved  by  his  majesty,  his  heirs  dta^oTby* 
er  successors.  the  king . 


Anno  1°  Georgii  I.  Stat.  2,  Cap.  66. 

An  Act  to  disable  any  Person  from  being  chosen  a  Member 
of9  or  from  sitting  and  voting  in,  the  House  of  Commons , 
who  has  any  Pension  for  any  Number  of  Years  from  the 
Crown.  A.  D.  1715. 

'  Whereas  by  an  act,  intituled,  An  act  for  the  security 
of  her  majesty's  person  and  government,  and  of  the  suc- 
cession to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  in  the  Protestant 
line,  and  made  in  the  sixth  year  of  the  late  queen  Anne,  it  6  Annie,  c.  7. 
was  provided,  that  no  person,  having  any  pension  from  the 
crown  during  pleasure,  should  be  capable  of  being  elected, 
or  of  sitting  or  voting  as  a  member  of  the  house  of  commons 
in  any  parliament,  which  should  be  then  after  summoned 
and  holden ;'  to  the  end  therefore,  that  the  provision  in- 
tended by  that  law,  for  securing  the  honour  of  the  house 
of  commons,  may  not  in  future  times  be  defeated  or  eluded 
by  any  person,  who  shall  be  a  member  of  the  house  of         * 
commons,  accepting  any  pension  for  any  term  or  number 
of  years ;  Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  no  person  having  any  inVpensioE" 
pension  from  the  crown  for  any  term  or  number  of  years,  from  the 
either  in  his  own  name,  or  in  the  name  or  names  of  any  bie  of  beS?*^ 
other  person  or  persons  in  trust  for  him,  or  for  his  benefit,  gjjljjjjjjj0t 
shall  be  capable  of  being  elected  or  chosen  member  of,  or  commons.0    ' 
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of  sitting  or  voting  as  a  member  of,  this  present  or  any 
future  house  of  commons,  which  shall  be  hereafter  sum- 
moned. 
Persons  hav-       *•  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
ing  such  pen-  That  if  any  person  who  shall  have  such  pension  as  afore- 
befog  elected  •"d,  at  the  time  of  his  being  so  elected,  or  at  any  time 
and  sitting  "in  after,  during  such  time  as  he  shall  continue  or  be  a  mem- 
fbrfoTsoi.jSr  Der  OI"the  house  of  commons,  shall  presume  to  sit  or  vote 
diem  to  the     in  that  house,  then  and  in  such  case,  he  shall  forfeit  twenty 
prosecutor,      pounds  for  every  day  in  which  he  Shall  so  sit  or  vote  in  the 
said  house  of  commons,  to  such  person  or  persons  who 
shall  sue  for  the  same,  in  any  of  his  majesty's  courts  in 
Westminster  hall;  and  the  monies  so  forfeited  shall  be 
recovered  by  the  person  so  suing,  with  full  costs  of  suit,  in 
any  of  the  said  courts  by  action  of  debt,  bill,  plaint  or  in- 
formation, in  which  no  essoin,  privilege,  protection,  or 
Wager  of  law,  shall  be  allowed,  and  only  one  imparlance. 


Anno  11°  Georgii  I.  Cap.  18. 

An  Att  for  regulating  Elections  within  the  City  of  London, 
and  far  preserving  the  Peace,  good  Order,  and  Government 
of  the  said  City.  A,  D.  1724. 

'  Whereas  of  late  years  great  controversies  and  diasen- 
tions  hare  arisen  in  the  city  of  London,  at  the  elections  of 
citizens  to  serve  in  parliament  and  of  mayors,  aldermen, 
sheriffs,  and  other  officers  of  the  said  city ;  and  many  evil 
minded  persons  having  no  right  of  voting,  have  unlawfully 
intruded  themselves  into  the  assemblies  of  the  citizens  and 
presumed  to  give  their  votes  at  such  elections,  in  manifest 
violation  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  citizens,  and 
of  the  freedom  of  their  election,  and  to  the  disturbance  of 
the  public  peace  ;  and  whereas  great  numbers  of  wealthy 
persons  are  not  free  of  the  said  city,  do  inhabit  and  carry 
on  the  trade  of  merchandize  and  other  employments  within 
the  said  city,  and  refuse  or  decline  to  become  freemen  of 
the  same,  by  reason  of  an  ancient  custom  within  the  said 
city  restraining  the  freemen  of  the  same  from  disposing  of 
their  personal  estates  by  their  last  wills  and  testaments  ; 
and  whereas  great  dissentions  have  arisen  between  the  al- 
dermen and  commons,  of  the  common-council  of  London, 
in  or  concerning  the  making  or  passing  of  acts,  orders  or 
ordinances  in  common-council,  which,  if  not  timely  settled 
and  determined,  may  occasion  great  obstructions  of  the 
public  business  and  concerns  of  the  said  city,  anc>  create 
many  expensive  controversies  and  suits  at  law,  and  be  at- 
tended with  other  dangerous  consequences ;'  Now,  to  the 
intent  that  suitable  remedies  may  be  provided,  for  preserv- 
ing the  privileges  of  the  city  of  London  and  the  freedom 
of  election  therein,  and  for  settling  the  right  of  such  elec- 
tions, and  putting  a  stop  to  the  aforesaid  controversies  and 
dissentions  and  the  ill  consequences  of  the  same,  and  that 
a  constant  supply  may  be  had  of  able  officers,  capable  of 
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supporting  the  dignity  of,  and  maintaining  good  order  awl 
government  within,  that  ancient,  populous  and  loyal  city, 
which  is  of  the  greatest  consequence  to  the  whole  luogdom : 
Be  it  enacted,  &c,  That  at  all  times  from  and  after  the 
first  day  of  June,  1726,  upon  every  election  of  a  citizen  or 
citizens  to  serve  for  the  said  city  of  London  in  parliament, 
and  upon  all  elections  of  mayors,  sheriffs,  chamberlains, 
bridge  masters,  auditors  of  chamberlains  and  bridge  mas* 
ters  accounts,  and  all  and  eyery  other  officer  and  officers  to 
he  chosen  in  for  the  said  city,  by  the  liverymen  thereof,  and 
upon  all  elections  of  aldermen  and  common-councilmen, 
chosen  at  the  respective  wardmotes  of  the  said  city,  the 
presiding  officer  or  officers  at  such  elections  shall,  in  case 
a  poll  be  demanded  by  any  of  the  candidates,  or  any  two 
or  more  of  the  electors,  appoint  a  convenient  number  of 
clerks  to  take  the  same,  which  clerks  shall  take  the  said  At  ^1^, 
poll  in  the  presence  of  the  presiding  officer  or  officers,  and  by  the  livery. 
be  sworn  by  such  officer  or  officers,  truly  and  indifferently  ^dmg^oftKer 
to  take  the  same,  and  to  set  down  the  name  Of  each  voter  to  appoint   a 
and  his  place  of  residence  or  abode  and  for  whom  he  shall  SSSKnJf 
poll,  and  to  poll  no  person  who  shall  not  be  sworn/or  being  poll  clerks, 
a  Quaker,  shall  not  affirm  according  to  the  direction  of  this 
act ;  and  every  person  before  he  is  admitted  to  poll,  at  any   . 
election  of  any  citizen  or  citizens  to  serve  in  parliament, 
or  of  any  officer  or  officers  usually  chosen  by  the  livery- 
men of  the  said  city  as  aforesaid,  shall  take  the  oath  herein- 
after mentioned,  or  being  one  of  the  people  called  Qumkers 
solemnly  affirm  the  effect  thereof,  that  is  to  say, 

"  Yoo  do  swear,  That  you  are  a  freeman  of  London,  and  Liveryman's 
a  liveryman  of  the  company  of  and  have  so  oath- 

been  for  the  space  of  twelve  calendar  months ;  and  that  the 
place  of  your  abode  is  at  in  and 

that  you  have  not  polled  at  this  election.    So  help  you 
God/' 

And  in  case  of  any  election  of  any  alderman,  or  common- 
councilman)  every  person  before  he  is  admitted  to  poll,  shall 
take  the  oath  herein-after  mentioned,  or  being  one  of  the 
people  called  Quakers,  shall  solemnly  affirm  the  effect  there- 
of, that  is  to  say, 

"  You  do  swear,  That  you  are  a  freeman  of  London  and  oath  at  ward- 
an  householder  in  the  ward  of  and  have  not  motes. 

polled  at  this  election.    So  help  you  God." 

And  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  vote  of  per- 
take  the  oaths  hereby  respectively  appointed  to  be  taken,  *>n  refusing 
or  being  a  Quaker,  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  make  such  jected*ar  rt~ 
solemn  affirmation  as  aforesaid,  then  and  in  every  such  case 
the  poll  or  vote  of  such  person  or  persons  so  neglecting  or 
refusing  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  to  be, 
null  and  void,  and  as  such  shall  be  rejected  and  disal- 
lowed. 

j2.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, That  at  all  times  from  and  after  the  said  first  day  of 
June,  1725,  upon  every  election  of  such  citizen  or  citizens, 
officer  or  officers,  by  the  liverymen  of  the  said  city,  and 
upon  every  election  of  such  officer  or  officers,  at  any  war4- 
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mote  of  the  said  city  as  aforesaid,  all  and  every  person  and 

persons  having  a  right  to  vote  or  poll  at  such  election  or 

elections,  shall,  before  he  be  admitted  to  vote  or  poll  there- 

what  oaths  to  at,  (if  required  by  any  of  the  candidates,  or  any  two  or 

~te*fn'  if  re-  more  of  ^  eiectorg)  first  take  the  oaths  in  and  by  an  act 

made  in  the  first  year  of  nis  majesty's  reign,  intituled, '  An 
act  for  the  farther  security  of  his  majesty's  person  and  go- 
vernment, and  the  succession  of  the  crown  in  the  heirs  of 
the  late  princess  Sophia,  being  Protestants,  and  for  extin- 
guishing the  hopes  of  the  pretended  prince  of  Wales,  and 
his  open  and.  secret  abettors/  appointed  to  be  taken,  or 
being  one  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  shall,  if  required 
as  aforesaid,  solemnly  affirm  the  effect  thereof;  and  if  any 
person  or  persons  shall,  being  required  thereunto  as  afore- 
said, refuse  or  neglect  to  take  the  said  oaths  by  the  said 
act  appointed  to  be  taken,  or  to  affirm  the  effect  thereof  as 
aforesaid,  that  then  the  poll  or  vote  Of  such  person  or  per- 
sons so  neglecting  or  refusing  shall  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby  declared  to  be,  null  and  void,  and  as  such  shall  be 
rejected  and  disallowed ;  and  the  presiding  officers  at  all 
and  every  the  respective  elections  aforesaid,  and  such 
sworn  clerks  as  shall  be  by  them  appointed,  are  hereby  re- 
spectively authorized  and  impowered  to  administer  the 
...  above  mentioned  oaths  and  affirmations ;  and  if  any  such 

S? anchfwoni  presiding  officer  or  officers,  sworn  clerk  or  clerks,  shall 
clerk  to  ad-  neglect  or  refuse  so  to  do,  or  shall  otherwise  offend  in  the 
oKtks,  under  a  premises,  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this 
penalty.  act,  every  such  officer  and  sworn  clerk,  shall  for  every  such 

offence  forfeit  the  sum  of  sixty  pounds,  of  lawful  money  of 
Great  Britain,  besides  costs  of  suit. 

3.  And  it  is  hereby  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person 
or  persons  shall  wilfully,  falsely,  and  corruptly  take  the 
said  oaths  or  affirmations  set  forth  and  appointed  in  and  by 
this  act,  or  either  of  them,  and  be  thereof  lawfully  con- 
victed by  indictment  or  information,  or  if  any  person  or  per- 
sons shall  corruptly  procure  or  suborn  any  other  person  to 
take  the  said  oaths  or  affirmations,  or  either  of  them, 
whereby  he  shall  wilfully  and  falsely  take  the  said  oaths  or 
affirmations,  or  either  of  them,  and  the  person  so  procuring  or 
suborning  shall  be  thereof  convicted  by  indictment  or  in- 
formation ;  every  person  so  offending  shall  for  every  such 
offence  incur  and  suffer  such  penalties,  forfeitures,  and  dis- 

Fa^oaths"  aWUties  as  persons  convicted  of  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury, 
ice.         *     at  the  common  law,  are  liable  unto.  | 

4.  *  And  to  the  intent  that  the  poll  at  every  such  elec- 
tion may  be  expeditiously  and  duly  taken ;"  Be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  a  poll  shall  be 
demanded  at*  any  of  the  elections  before-mentioned,  after 
the  said  first  day  of  June,  1725,  the  presiding  officer  or  of- 

SgWoffKwto  ficera  at  8Uch  Sections  shall  begin  such  poll  the  day  the 
act,  if  poll     same  shall  be  demanded,  or  the  next  day  following  at  the 
demanded,      farthest,  unless  the  same  shall  happen  on  a  Sunday,  and 
then  on  the  next  day  after,  and  shall  duly  and  orderly  pro- 
ceed thereon  from  day  to  day  (Sundays  excepted)  until  such 
poll  be  finished,  and  shall  finish  the  poll  at  elections  by  the 
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liverymen  within  seven  days  exclusive  of  Sundays,  and  the  Wh«»  |»ll  ** 
poll  at  the  wardmotes  within  three  days,  exclusive  of  Sun-  &. 
day,  after  the  commencing  the  same  respectively,  and  shall 
upon  adjourning  the  poll  on  each  day  at  all  and  every  the 
elections  aforesaid  seal  up  the  poll  books  with  the  seals 
and  in  the  presence  of  such  of  the  respective  candidates  or 
persons  deputed  by  them  as  shall  desire  the  same,  and  the 
said    poll    book  shall  not   be  opened  again,  but  at  the 
time  and  place  of  meeting,  in  pursuance  of  such  adjourn- 
ment ;  and  after  the  said  poll  is  finished,  the  said  poll  books 
being  sealed  as  aforesaid,  shall  within  two  days  after  be 
publicly  opened  at  the  place  of  election  and  be  duly  and 
truly  cast  up,  and  within  two  days  after  such  casting  up, 
the  numbers  of  the  votes  or  polls  for  each  candidate  shall 
be  truly,  fairly,  and  publicly  declared  to  the  electors  at  the 
place  of  election,  by  the  officer  or  officers  presiding  at  such 
election ;  and  if  a  scrutiny  shall,  upon  such  declaration 
made,  be  lawfully  demanded,  the  same  shall  be  granted  and 
proceeded  upon,  and  the  respective  candidates  shall  imme- 
diately nominate  to  the  presiding  officer,  or  officers  at  such 
elections,  any  number  of  persons  qualified  to  vote  at  such  .. 
elections  not  exceeding  six,  to  be  scrutineers  for  and  on  tir^thelcru- 
behalf  of  the  candidate  or  candidates  on  each  side,  to  whom  tineen  n9x  to 
the  presiding  officer  or  officers  at  such  election  shall,  within  J2J  aide.   °n 
six  days  next  after  such  scrutiny  shall  be  demanded,  upon 
request  and  at  the  charge  of  the  candidate  or  candidates 
or  any  of  the  scrutineers  on  his  or  their  behalfs,  deliver  or 
cause  to  be  delivered  to  him  or  them  a  true  copy,  signed  by 
such  officer  or  officers,  of  the  poll  taken  at  such  election  ; 
and  all  and  every  the  scrutinies,  to  be  had  or  taken  upon 
any  election  to  be  made  by  the  liverymen  of  the  said  city;  when  scrut* 
shall  begin  within  ten  days  after  the  delivery  of  the  copies  JJd  when***! 
of  the  said  polls,  and  be  proceeded  on  day  by  day,  (Sun-  finish, <m  dec- 
days  excepted)  and  shall  be  finished  within  fifteen  days  g*  .7 1|Very- 
after  the  commencement  of  auch  scrutiny ;  and  thereupon 
the  presiding  officer  or  officers,  shall,  within  four  days  after 
the  finishing  such  scrutiny,  publicly  declare  at  the  place  of 
such  election,  which  of  the  candidates  is  or  are  duly  elect- 
ed, and   the  number  of  legal  votes,  for   each  candidate, 
appearing  to  him  or  them  upon  such  scrutiny ;  and  on  the  Elections  at 
election  of  any  officer  or  officers  at  the  respective  ward-  wardmotes, 
motes  of  the  said  city  if  a  scrutiny  be  demanded,  the  can- 
didates or  scrutineers  nominated  on  their  behalf  respec- 
tively, shall  within  ten  days  next  after  the  receipt  of  the 
copy  or  copies  of  the  polls  taken  at  such  election,  deliver, 
or  cause  to  be  delivered  to  the  presiding  officer  or  officers, 
the  names  in  writing,  of  the  several  persons  who  have 
polled  in  the  said  election,  against  whose  tote*  they  shall 
object,  with  the  particular  objections  against  each  respective 
name  ;  and  the  presiding  officef  or  officers,  shall  thereupon 
within  three  days  then  next  following*  at  the  request  and 
charges  of  any  candidate  or  candidates,  or  the  scrutineers 
named  on  his  er  their  behalfs,  deliver  or  cause  to  be  deli*  Copies  of 
vered  to  him  or  tbem,  one  or  more  true  copy  or  copies  (sign-  Jjjjj**?0* 
ed  as  aforesaid)  of  the  paper  containing  such  names  and  JSXSi. 

o 
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objections  as  aforesaid ;  and  the  said  presiding  officer  or  of- 
ficers, within  ten  days  then  next  following  (exclusive  of 
Sundays)  after  having  fully  heard  such  of  the  said  candi- 
dates as  shall  desire  the  same,  or  some  person  appointed  by 
him  or  them  touching  such  objections,  shall  at  or  in  the 
place  of  election,  openly  and  publicly  declare  which  of  the 
said  candidates  is  or  are  duly  elected)  and  the  number  of 
legal  votes  for  each  candidate  appearing  to  him  or  them 
upon  such  scrutiny ;  and  if  the  said  presiding  officer  or  of- 
ficers, or  any  other  person  or  persons  shall  offend  in  the 
Penalty,  &c  premises,  every  such  offender  shall  forfeit  for  every  such 
with  costs,  offence  the  sum  of  two  hundred  pounds  of  lawful  money 
of  Great  Britain,  with  full  costs  of  suit,  over  and  above  all 
other  penalties  and  forfeitures  inflicted  by  any  other  act  or 
acts  of  parliament. 

5.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  after  any  election  made  and  scrutiny  taken,  as  is 
herein-before  provided  and  directed,  the  presiding  officer 
or  officers  at  such  election  and  scrutiny  shall  deliver,  under 
his  or  their  hand  or  hands,  a  true  list  of  the  voters  by  him 

List  to  be  or  them  disallowed  upon  such  scrutiny,  to  any  of  the  can- 
te« 'disallow^  didates  who  shall,  upon  the  final  declaration  of  the  election 
•d.  as  aforesaid,  demand  the  same  within  six  days  after  such 

demand  made,  such  candidate  paying  for  the  same  :  Pro- 
vided always,  That  no  such  list  as  is  hereby  directed  to  be 
given,  nor  any  thing  therein  contained  shall  be  admitted  to 
be  given  in  eyidence  on  any 'action  or  occasion  whatso- 
ever. 

6.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
Mayor  to  is-  That  the  mayor  of  the  city  of  London  for  the  time  being, 
sue  precepts  upon  request  to  him  made  by  any  candidate  or  candidates, 
Msts"ngr *°      his  of  their  agent  or  agents,  at  any  election  of  a  citizen  or 

citizens  to  serve  in  parliament  for  the  said  city,  or  of  a 
mayor  or  any  other  officer  or  officers  to  be  chosen  by  the 
liverymen  thereof,  where  a  scrutiny  is  demanded  and 
granted,  6hall  issue  his  precepts  as  has  been  usual,  requir- 
ing the  masters  and  wardens  of  the  livery  companies  of  the 
said  city  respectively,  to  cause  their  clerks  forthwith  to 
return  to  him  two  true  lists  of  all  the  liverymen  of  their  re- 
spective companies ;  and  the  said  clerks  shall  return1  such 
their  respective  lists  upon  oath  within  three  days  after  the 
receipt  of  any  such  precepts,  one  of  which  lists  so  returned, 
the  said  mayor  shall,  and  he  is  hereby  required  forthwith  to 
deliver,  or  cause  to  be  delivered  to  the  candidate  or  candi- 
dates on  each  side  at  such  election,  or  to  his  Or  their  agent 
or  agents  respectively. 


14.  And  it  is  hereby  farther  enacted,  That  no  person  or 
persons  whatsoever  shall,  from  and  after  the  said  first  day 

Who  'arc  ex. of  **ufie>  1789>  *ave  any  **e*t  or  title  to  vote  at  any* election 

«iuded    from  of  a  citizen  or  citizens  to  serve  in  parliament  for  the  Said 

▼•ting .  .,       city,  or  of  any  mayor  or  other  officer  or  officers'  to  to  chosen 

by  the' liverymen  thereof,  who  have  net  been' upon  the  livery 

by  the  space  of  twelve  calendar  months  before  such  elec- 
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tion,  and  who  shall  not  have  paid  their  respective  livery 
fines,  or  who  having  paid  the  same,  shall  have  received  such 
fines  back  again  in  part  or  in  all,  or  shall  have  had  any  al- 
lowance in  respect  thereof;  and  no  person  or  persons  what- 
soever shall  have  any  right  to  vote  at  any  election  of  a  ci- 
tizen or  citizens  to  serve  in  parliament,  or  of  any  mayor, 
alderman,  or  other  officer  or  officers  of  or  for  the  said  city, 
or  any  the  wards  or  precincts  thereof,  who  have,  at 
any  time  within  the  space  of  two  years  next  before  such 
election  or  elections,  requested  to  be,  and  accordingly  have 
been,  discharged  from  paying  to  the  rates  and  taxes  to 
which  the  citizens  of  London  inhabiting  therein  are  or  shall 
be  liable  as  aforesaid,  or  any  of  them,  or  who  have  within 
the  time  aforesaid  had  or  received  an  alms  whatsoever;  and 
the  vote  of  every  such  person  shall  be  void. 

20.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  all  and  every  the  forfeitures  hereby  enacted  or  inflicted, 
shall  be  distributed  in  the  manner  following,  that  is  to  say,  Forfeiture?.' 
one  third  part  thereof  to  the  king's  most  excellent  majesty ;  distribution 
one  other  third  part  thereof  to  the  chamberlain  of  the  said  ° 
city,  to  the  use  of  the  mayor,  commonalty,  and  citizens  of  the 
said  city ;  and  the  remaining  third  part  thereof  to  him  or 
them  that  will  sue  for  the  same  within  six  calendar  months 
next  after  the  same  shall  be  incurred  ;  to  be  recovered  by 
action  of  debt,  bill,  plaint,  or  information,  in  any  of  his 
majesty's  courts  of  record  at  Westminster,  wherein  no 
essoin,  privilege,  protection,  or  wager  of  law,  shall  be  al- 
lowed, nor  any  more  than  one  imparlance. 


Anno  2°  Georgii  II.  Cap.  24. 

An  Act  for  the  more  effectual  preventing  Bribery  and  Cor- 
ruption  in  the  Elections  of  Members  to  serve  in  Parliament.  Exp|i"^'~ 

A.  D.  1729.^£:Ge°' 

'  Whereas  it  is  found  by  experience  that  the  laws  already 
in  being  have  not  been  sufficient  to  prevent  corrupt  and  il- 
legal practices  in  the  election  of  members  to  serve  in  parlia- 
ment :'  For  remedy  therefore  of  so  great  an  evil,  and  to  the  f«*  m  g.  c. 
end  that  all  elections  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament  Senates  m 
may  hereafter  be  freely  and  indifferently  made,  without  Scotland. 
.charge  or  expense,  be  it  enacted,  That  from  and  after  the . 
twenty-fourth  day  of  June  1729,  upon  every  election  of  any 
member  or  members  to  serve  for  the  commons  in  parliament, 
every  freeholder  citizen,  freeman,  burgess,  or  person  having 
or  claiming  to  have  a  right  to  vote  or  be  polled  at  such  Electors  (o  - 
election,  shall,  before  he  is  admitted  to  poll  at  the  same  take  the  toi- 
election,  take  the  following  oath  (or  being  one  of  the  people  j£JJ2JdJ3th  if 
called  Quakers,  shall  make  the  solemn  affirmation  appointed    emdm  e  '  * 
for  Quakers)  in  case  the  same  shall  be  demanded  by  either  of 
the  candidates,  or  any  two  of  the  electors ;  that  is  to  say, 

"I,  A.  B.  do  swear  (or  being  one  of  the  people  called 
Quakers,  I,  A.  B.  do  solemnly  affirm)  I  have  not  received,  Electors' oath. 


Returning  of-  that  every  sheriff,  major,  bailiff,  headborougo,  or  other 
•udiojfoit  pewon  being  the  returning  officer  of  an;  member  to  strse  in 
writ,  u  t»i«  parliarneni,  shall  immediately  after  the  reading  the  writ,  or 
awftiiowuw  precept  for  the  election  of  such  member,  take  aud  subscribe 

the  following  oath,  viz. 
i6Q. i.e.  11.      "  I,  A.  B.  do  solemnly  a 
riwmVW  OI  indirectly,  received  any 
«n  in  sJot-    place  or  employment,  grain 

laud  repelled.  0J  noto(   „r  anJ  prom^a  w 

myself  or  any  other  person 
tage,  for  making  any  retail 
ben  to  serve  in  psrliamei 
person  or  persons  us  shall, 
pear  to  me  to  have  the  maj< 
Which  oath  say  justice  o 
county,  cjty,  corporation,  i 
shall  be  made,  or,  In  his  or 
electors  are  hereby  raquiret 


uthoiity  aforesaid,  That  such  J*£*' 
ja.1,  which  have  been  so  de-  Voia  i 
m  in  the  house  of  commons ;  JSEJ'a 
mcerning  any  county,  cily,  ;n„l,d'i 
place,  shall  be  final  lo  all  in-  ;1,,(l':-;: 
,  any  usage  to  (he  contrary  iiarui.-' 

1  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
lector,  or  person  taking  the  J,',,1  j,',1*" 
re  mentioned,  shall  be  guilty  jury. 

or  of  false  affirming,  and  be 

se  of  law,  he  shall  incur  and 
which  by  law  are  enacted  or 

corrupt  perjury. 

I  by  the  authority  aforesaid,' 

ilful  and  corrupt  perjury,  or  JJJJJJf| 

,  after  such  conviction,   be  , Me 

m  of  any  member  or  members  nu- 

1  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
or  claimelh  to  have,  or  here-  J^.'™ 
ive,  any  right  to  vote  in  any  rewnni 
after  the  said  twenty-fourth  °K"yl 
i  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1729, 
y,  or  other  reward,  by  way  of 
ir  agree  or  contract  for  any 
t,  or  other  reward  whatsoever, 
>r  forbear  to  give  his  vote  in 
:rson,  by  himself  or  any  per- 
sli3.ll.  by  any  gift  or  reward, 
,  or  security  for  any  gift  or  re- 
person  or  persons  to  give  his 
"bear  to  give  his  or  their  vote 
such  person  so  offending  in 
a,  for  every  such  offence,  for-  Prtl,lt! 
inds  of  lawful  money  of  Great 
afore  directed,  together  with 
ierson  offending  in  any  of  the 
cases  aforesaid,  from  and  after  judgment  obtained  against 
him  in  any  such  action  of  debt,  bill,  plaint,  or  information, 
or  summary  action  or  prosecution,  or  being  any  otherwise 
lawfully  convicted  thereof,  shall  for  ever  be  disabled  to  vote 
in  any  election  of  any  member  or  members  lo  parliament, 
and  also  shall  for  ever  be  disabled  lo  hold,  exercise,  or  en- 
joy any  office  or  franchise,  to  which  he  and  they  then  shall 
or  at  any  time  afterwards  may  be  entitled,  as  a  member  of 
any  city,  borough,  town  corporate,  or  cinque  port,  as  if  such 
person  was  naturally  dead. 

8.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  if  any  person  offending  against  this  act,  shall  within 
the  space  of  twelvemonths  next  after  such  election  as  afore- 
said, discover  any  Other  person  or  persons  offending  against 


ltir  t 

tfaii  act,  to  that  en 
ofmd*n  dii-  thereupon  oonrieta 
^T^fndpio-  having  been  befom  I 

hum,  wt™.  this  act,  •hall  b« 

p«  unities  and  disab 
by  any  offence  agai 
9.  And  for  the  id 
enacted,  That  all 
and  other  office™,  t 
cept,  for  electing  an 
ment,  shall  belong 
quired,  at  the  time 
reading  such  writ 
openly  before  the  e 
Wlm  the  ict  and  every  clause  li 

aeMione  of  the  pea 
any  county  or  city, 
Irate  in  any  boroug 
the  annual  election 
for  every  borough, 
Scotland. 


flBfO.1 


As»o  So  Geohoh  II.  Cap.8. 
An  Act  for  the  better  regulating  Election* «  the   Ci'rj  0/ 
-    Norwich,  and  for  preierving  the  Peace,  good  Order,  and 

Government,  in  the  laid  City,  A.  D.  1710. 

'  Whebeai  many  unhappy  contToverriee  **d  disseation* 
hare  of  late  yearn  arise*  la  the  city  of  Norwich,  at  the  ete& 
tiona  of  citizeni  to  servo  iu  parliament,  and  alio  of  mayor*, 
■hnilTs,  aldermen,  and  comaioo-esnnHlaien  of  and  for  the 
aaid  city,  touching  the  legality  and  validity  of  th«  votes  of 
many  personi  who  in  men  elections  hare  offered  to;*i  " 
and  whereas  the  time  ap  "  ' 
city  if  mtt  •nSomnt  to  el 


retted  to  be  choaen  * __.cr ..  _.  ___. 

iroverted ;  and  whereas  great  differeaees  and  aTtlatatJBM 
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hai»?  arises  between  the  mayor.,  sberifls,  and  aldermen,  and 
the  commons  of  the  common-council  of  the  said  city,  in  or 
^ccncenung  the  making  or  pasting  of  acts,  orders,  ox  ordi* 
aances,  in  csommon-conncil,  or  assembly  of  the  represent** 
tire  body  of  the -said  city,  which  have  often  obstructed  the 
public  business  and  concerns  thereof:'  Now  to  the  intent 
that  a  atop  may  be  pat  to  all  such  controversies  and  dissen* 
tionfl  as  aforesaid,  touching  the  illegality  of  voters,  that  the 
number  of  eomssoa-conocilmea  maybe  yearly  elected,  and 
that  the  public  business  of  the  said  city  may  not  be  ob- 
structed :  be  it  enacted,  &c. 

'•  "  Each  Toter  must  take  an  oath  that  he  has  been  a  freer 
nan  twelve  months,  and  has  not  polled  before  j  a  particular 
oath  ia  also  required  at  the  election  of  mayors,  £tc. ;  one  of 
the  check*,  a  sweater  and  a  poll  clerk  are  to  be  admitted 
into,  the  prison  to*take  the  oaths  of  such  electors  as  are  con* 
fined  vand  the  oaths  in  1  G.  1.  stat.  2n'c.  IS.  are  to  be  taken 
by  the  'electors  if  required;  a  particular  mode  is  pointed 
out  for  the  election  of  common -couucilmen;  and  no  act  is 
valieVwkhovt  the  assent  of  the  major  part  of  the  aldermen 
and-  commons." 


A*i*o  Go  Georgii  II.  Cap,  SS» 

An  Act  f*  explain  and  amend  an  Act  made  in  the  fth  and 
'  6th  Yean  of  the  Reign  of  King  William  the  Third,  in* 

tit  tiled,  "  An  Act  for  the  further  regulating  Elections  of   . 

Members  to  serve  in  Parliament,  and  for  the.  preventing  ir- 
.   regular  proceedings  of  Sheriffs  and  other  Officers  in  the 

electing  and  returning  such  Members,  so  far  as  the  same 

relates  to  the  holding  of  County  Courts.9' 

A. D.  1733. 

«  WftefrEAs  by  an  act  passed  in  the  7th  and  8th  year?  o 
the  reign  of  king  William  the  Third,  intituled,  An  aet  for  7  &  8  w  « 
the  further  regulating  elections  of  members  to  serve  -in  c  25. 
parliament,  and  for  the  preventing  irregular  proceeding* 
•f  sheriffs  and  other  officers  in  the  electing  and  returning 
such  members,  it  was,  amongst  other  things,  enacted,  That 
the  sheriff  of  any  county,  upon  the  election  to  be  made  of 
any  knight  or  knights  of  the  shire,  should  proceed  to  elec- 
tion at  the  next  county  court,  unless  the  same  should  fall 
put  to  be  held  within*  six  days  after  the  receipt  of  the  writ, 
or  upon  the  same  day,  and  then  should  adjourn  the  said 
court  to  some  convenient  day,  giving  ten  days  notice  of  the 
tune  and  place  of  election ;  and  whereas  by  the  same  act  it 
was  also  enacted,  That  all  county  courts  held  for  the  county 
of  York,  or  any  other  county  courts  which  were  used  to 
be  held  on  a  Monday,  should  from  henceforth  be  called 
and  fcegun  on  Wednesdays;  and  whereas  there  was  no 
ostites*  provision  to  prevent  the  adjournment  of  any  county 
wmrt  to  a  Monday,  whereby  doubts  have  arisen  whether 
th*  same  might  not  be  adjourned  to  a  Monday,  which  is 
declared  by  tbe  said'  act  to  be  a  very  inconvenient  day  to 
a|l  tht  suitor*  thereupto,  wbku  batfe  gjlyep  ot^asioa  to 
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county  courts  being  frequently  adjourned  over  to  a  Mon- 
day, to  the  great  inconvenience  of  such  suitors,  who,  at 
elections  for  knights  of  the  shire,  and  their  services  at 
other  times,  are  thereby  obliged  to  travel  on   Sundays  $ 
and  whereas  there  is  no  provision  made  by  the  said  act 
with  relation  to  not  adjourning  county  courts  to  a  Friday 
or  Saturday,  which  is  as  inconvenient  to  all  suitors  as  if  the 
Adjournment  same  were  adjourned  to  a  Monday  :*  For  remedy  whereof 
rourt?n^ier   be  Jt  therefore  enacted,  &c.  That  from  and  after  the  twenty. 
June  24, 1733.  fourth  day  of  June,   1733,  [no  county  court  whatsoever 
SSket?re.     held  ™tbin  that  P*r*  of  Great  Britain  called   England, 
iH*jiiedi8G.2,  shall  be  adjourned  to  a  Monday,  a  Friday,  or  Saturday, 
*•.  in,  sect.  11.  an<j  that  all  and  every  such  adjournment  and  adjournments', 
and  all  and  every  act  and  deed  done  or  performed  at  such 
courts  so  adjourned,  shall  be  deemed,  adjudged,  and  taken 
to  be  utterly  null  and  void  to  all  intents  and   purposes 
whatsoever,   any  law,  custom,   or  usage  to  the  contrary 
thereof  in  any  wise*  notwithstanding.] 
County  courts     2.  Provided  nevertheless,  That  any  county  court  begun, 
Says!  ma?bT  h°l<*en  on,  or  adjourned  to  a  day  not  prohibited  by  this  act, 
»wi.;ourned  to  or  the  said  other  recited  act,  for  electing  any  knight  or 
knights  of  the  shire  for  any  county,  or  for  hearing  and  de- 
termining causes,  or  such  other  matters  and  business  as 
are  usually  transacted  at  county  courts  within  the  limits 
aforesaid,  may  be  adjourned  over  from  day  to  day,  though 
the  same  may  happen  on  a  Monday,  Friday,  or  Saturday, 
until  such  election,  or  such  other  matters  as  aforesaid,  be 
fully  finished  and  determined,  any  thing  in  this  present  act 
contained  to  the  contrary  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 


those. 


Anno  $°  Georgii  II.  Cap.  30. 

An  Act  for  regulating  the  Quartering  of  Soldiers  during  the 
Time  of  the  Elections  of  Members  to  serve  in  Parlia- 
ment. A,  D.  1735. 

'  Whereas  by  the  ancient  common  law  of  this  land,  all 
elections  ought  to  be  free ;  and  whereas  by  an  act  passed 
*  Ed.i,  c.5.  jn  tne  s^j  y„ar  0f  the  reign  of  king  Edward  the  First,  of 
famous  memory,  it  is  commanded  upon  great  forfeiture, 
that  no  man  by  force  of  arms,  nor  by  malice,  or  menacing 
shall  disturb  any  to  make  free  election ;  and  forasmuch  aa 
the  freedom  of  elections  of  members  fo  serve  in  paHiametrt 
is  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  the  preservation  of  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  this  kingdom;  and  whereas  it 'hath 
been  the  usage  and  practice  to  cause  any  regiment,  troop, 
or  company,  or  any  number  of  soldiers  which  hath  be«n 
quartered  in  any  city,  borough,  town,  or  place,  wtoere  any 
election  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament  hath  been  ap- 
pointed to  be  made,  to  remove  and  continue  out  of  the 
same  during  the  time  of  such  election,  except  in  such  pan 
tieular  cases  as  are  herein-after  specified:'  To  the  end 
therefore  that  the  said* usage  and  practice  nay  be  'Settled 
and  established  for  the  future;  Be  it  enacted,  flee.  That 
when  and  as'often  as  any  election  of  any  peer W peers J  to 
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jejBreaeut  the  pee*s  of  Scotland  in  parliament,  or  of  any  -femovifafi wl- 
member  or  member*  to  serve  in  parliament,.  «hall  be  a*.  ftSSS*?5iSe 
pointed  to  be  made,  the  secretary  at  war  for  the  time  being,  of  election, 
or  in  case  there  shall  be  no  secretary  at  war,  then  such  ' 
person  who  shall  officiate  in  the  place  of  the  secretary  at 
\yax,  shall,  and  is  hereby  required,  at  some  convenient  time 
be&ne  the  day  appointed  for  such  election,  to  issue  and 
send  forth  proper  orders  in  writing  for  the  removal  of  every 
such,  regiment,  troop,  or  company,  or  other  number  ef 
soldiers  as  shaU  be  quartered  or  billetted  in  any  euch  city, 
borough,  town,  or  place,  where  such  election  shall  be  ap- 
pointed to  be  made,  out  of  every  such  city,  borough,  town, 
or  place,  one  day  at  the  least  before  the  day  appointed  for 
such,  election,  lo  the  distance  of  two  or  more  miles  from 
such  city,  borough,  town,  or  place,  and  net  to  make  any 
nearer  approach  to  such  city,  borough,  town,  or  place  as 
aforesaid,  until  one  day  at  the  least  after  the  poll  to  be 
taken  at  such  election  shall  be  ended,  and  the  poll-books 
dosed. 

%.  Ahd  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  in  ease  the  secretary  at  war  for  the  time  being,  or  each 
person  who  shall  officiate  la  the  plaee  of  the  secretary  at 
war,  shall  neglect  or  omit  to  issue  or'send  forth  such  orders 
as  aforesaid,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of 
this  act,  and  shall  be  thereof  lawfully  convicted  upon  any 
imuetment  to  be  preferred  at  the  next  assies,  or  sessions 
of  oyer  and  terminer  to  be  held  for  the  county  where  such 
-offence  shall  be  committed,  or  on  an  information  to  be  ex- 
hibited in  the  court  of  king's  bench  within  «x  months  after 
such  offence  committed,  such  secretary  at  war,  or  person 
who  shall  officiate  in  the  place  of  the  secretary  at  war,  shall 
for  such  offence  be  discharged  from  their  said  respective 
offices,  and  shall  from  thenceforth  be  utterly  disabled,  and  ^fStogLs 
made  incapable  to  hold  any  office  or  employment,  civil  or  office,  &c. 
military,  in  his  majesty's  service. 

3.  Provided  always,  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained, 
•hall  extend  or  be  construed  to  extend  to  the  city  and  20wt0to^nd 
liberty  of  Westminster,  or  the  borough  of  Southward,  for  J?erTor  offer 
and  in  respect  of  the  guards  of  his  majesty,  his  heirs,  or  {g™3  °£ 
successors,  nor  to  any  city,  borough,  town,  or  place,  wher#  mUyT&c. 
his  inajesty,  his  heirs  or  successors,  or  any  of  his  royal 
family  shall  happen  to  be,  or  reside  at  the  time  of  any  such 
election  as  aforesaid,  for  or  in  respect  of  such  number  of 
troops  or  soldiers  only  as  shall  be  attendant  as  guards  to 
hie  majesty,  his  heirs  or  successors,  or  to  such  other  person 
of  the  royal  family  as  is  aforesaid,  nor  to  any  castle,  fort, 
or  fortified  place,  where  any  garrison  is  usually  kept,  for  or  or  fortified 
in  respect  of  such   number  of  troops  or   soldiers  only  places. 
whereof  euch  garrison  is  composed. 

4*  Provided  likewise,  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained, 
shall  extend,  or  be  construed  to  extend,  to  any  officer  or 
soldier  who  shall  have  a  right  to  vote  at  any  such  election  pr  to  any  of- 
as  aforesaid,  but  that  every  $uch  officer  and  soldier  may  SSVifci*  ST 
freel^  and  without  interruption  attend  and  give  his  vote  ajt  vote. 
•uch  election;  any  thing  hereinbefore  contained  to  the 
contrary  thereof  notwithstanding. 
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Th*  courts  oi  palatine  or  Cheater,  Lancaster,  and  Durham,  courts  of 
U™'!,i'Bila£3  king's  bench,  common  plefts,  and  exchequer  in  Ireland, 
sessions  iii  after  any  diuolution,  prorogation,  or  inch  adjournment  as 
imfTtoi>™- ^  "foresaid,  or  before  any  session  of  parliament,  or  meeting 
cted  mpiinst  of  both  houses  as  aforesaid,  to  have  and  use  such  and  the 
tht'courts  ™  ""*  due  methods  of  proceeding,  and  to  issue  such  and  like 
Westminster,  process  against  any  such 

against  any  of  the  said  kn 

or  other  persons  entitled  tc 

of  Great  Britain,  aa  the  o 

pleas,  and  exchequer  in  E 

act  impowered  and  directei 

and  that  it  shall  and  ma;  1 

chancery  of  Ireland,  and  i 

chequer  there,  to  have  ari'rl 

of  proceeding,  and  to  ids 

Within  the  times  and  again 

high  court  of  chancery  of  ( 

exchequer  in  England,  are 

lively  directed  and  impow 

it  shall  and  may  be   lawfi 

courts  hereinbefore  descri 

particularly  directed  by  U 

act,  after  any  dissolution,  p 

as  aforesaid,  or  before  an; 

ing  of  both  houses  as  afon 

process  against  any  such  \ 

against  any  of  the  said  kri 

other  person  entitled  to   I 

such  courts  may  now  lawfully  issue  against  persons  not 

liable  to  be  arrested  or  imprisoned. 
S.  Akd  be  it  enacted  by  the  autl 
&SS5mJ.w1»W  any  plaintiff  shall,  by  reason 
•uited.  lege  of  parliament,' be  stayed  orpreve 

any  suit  by  him  commenced,  such  ; 

barred    by  any  statute  of  limitatioi 

missed,  nor  his  suit  discontinued  foi 

of  the  suit  by  him  begun,   but  shall 

Upon  the  rising  of  the  parliament,  be 

to  Judgment  and  execution. 
Win  mi  mi— i  **■  '*""  **  '8  hereby  enacted,  ' 
win*  iht  cess,  order,  judgment,  decree, 
toS*5Sr  minilyi  against  the  king's  origii 
tPTpriviieatof  for  the  recovery  or  obtaining  o: 
wrlnnuoi.     nttu j  and  immediately  due  or  pa 

heirs  or  successors,  for  any  acco 

ble,  or  liable  to  render  any  acc< 

heirs  or  successors,  for  any  part 

their  revenues,  -er  other  origin* 

doty,  or  the  execution  of  any  Si 

merit,  decree,  or  proceedings,  st 

or  delayed  in  any  court  in  Ore 

and  under  the  colour  or  pretem 

parliament  of  Great  Britain;  ye 

person  of  any  inch  debtor,  or 
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severable  or  liable  to  account,  being  a  peer,  or  lord  of  But  the  i*r- 
partiament  of  Great  Britain,  shall  not  be  liable  to  be  ar-  SSJj. ,ob* 
rested  or  imprisoned,  by  or  upoatray  sufih  suehsvit,  order, 
judgment,  decree,  process,  or  proceedings ;  or  being  a 
member  of  the  house  of  commons  of  Great  Britain,  shall 
not,  daring  the  continuance  of  the  privilege  of  parliament, 
be  arrested  or  imprisoned  by  or  upon  any  such  order,  judg- 
ment, decree,  process,  or  proceedings. 

5.  Provided  nevertheless,  That  neither  this  act,  nbrany  Proviso, 
thing  therein  contained',  shall  extend  to  give  any  jurisdic- 
tion, power,  or  authority  to  any  court,  to  hold  plea  in  any 
real  or  mixt  action,  in  any  other  manner  than  such  court 
might  have  done  before  the  making  this  act. 


.    Anno  1>  .Georgii  II.  Cap.  20. 

An  Act  for  the  more  effectually  preventing  fraudulent  Quali- 
fications of  Persons  to  rote  as  Freeholders,  in  the  Election 
of  Members  to  serve  in  Parlviment,  for  svck   Cities  and 
Towns  as  are   Counties  of  themselves,  in  that  Part  of 
Great  Britain  called  England.  A,  D.  1740. 

AftfAi  reciting  the  1st  and  2nd  sections  of  10  Ann,  c.  23, 
and  the  whole  of  12  Ann,c.  5,  vide  ante,  it  proceeds. — '  And 
whereas  it  is  reasonable,  that  provision  should  likewise  be 
made  to  prevent  any  fraudulent  Conveyances  of  lands  and 
tenements,  in  order  to  multiply  votes  for  electing  members 
to  serve  in  parliament,  for  such  cities  and  towns  as  are 
counties  of  themselves,  and  wherein  persons  have  a  right  to 
vote  for  electing  such  members,  for  or  in  respect  of  lands, 
tettetnent3,  or  hereditaments  of  the  yearly  value  of  forty 
shillings  :*   Be  it  enacted,  &c.    That  from  and  after  the 
twenty-fifth  day  of  March,  1740,  the  said  provisions  con- 
tained in  the  said  in  part  recited  act,  made  in  the  10th 
year  or*  the  reign  of  queen  Anne,  for  preventing  fraudulent 
conveyances  in  order  to  multiply  votes  for  electing  knights 
for  shires,  and  in  the.  said  act  made  in  the  next  sessions 
of  parliament,  shall  be  extended  and  construed  to  extend, 
to  such  lands  or  tenements,  for  or  in  respect  of  which  any 
person  shall  vote  for  the  election  of  any  member  to  serve  penaity  for 
in  parliament  for  any  such  city  or  town  as  aforesaid,  being  voting  as  fre 
a  county  of  itself  in  that    part  of  Great  Britain  called  Kg  n™  _ 
England,  and  that  if  any  person  shall  vote  for  the  elec-  tate  one  y^r 
tfoh  of  any  such  member  as  a  freeholder,  not  having  such  fo™e  *le° 
an  estate  for  one  year  before  the  same  election,  and  so 
charged  or  assessed  as  in  the  said  acts  or  one  of  them  is  E 
described,  except  in  cases  therein  excepted,  every  sach  1*^^ 
person  shall  fre  subject  to  the  like  penalties  and   forfei-  pealed  by  w 
tares,  as  are  by  the  said  act,  made  in  the  10th  year  of  the  £e°-  J»  ^  **' 
reign  of  queen  Anne,  imposed  on  persona  voting  for  knights  towns  which 
of  shires,  not  having  the  qualifications  thereby  required,       Snhenwh^s. 


es- 
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Anno  15 °  Georgii  II.  Cap.  IS.  s.  8. 

An  Act  for  establishing  an  Agreement  with  the  Governor  and 
Company  of  the  Bank  of  England,  for  advancing  the  Sum 
of  One  Million  Six  Hundred  Thousands  Pounds,  towards 
the  Supply  for  the  Service  of  the  Year  1742. 

A.  D.  1742. 

,,  D         8.  And  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 

oltheTa'nk  not  said,  That  no  person  in  respect  of  bis  being  governor,  de- 
disabled,  puty-governor,  director,  manager,  or  member  of  the  said 
company,  or  for  having  any  stock  or  share  therein,  or  for 
any  matter  or  thing  to  be  by  him  done  or  performed  in  the 
affairs  of  the  said  corporation,  shall  be  now  or  at  any  time 
hereafter  disabled  from  being  or  continuing,  or  from  being 
elected  or  serving  as  a  member  of  parliament,  or  be  liable 
or  subject  to  any  penalty,  forfeiture,  or  disability  prescribed 
by  any  other  act  or  acts  of  parliament,  for  not  qualifying 
himself  to  execute  his  trust  with  respect  to  the  affairs  of  the 
said  corporation,  as  persons  who  snail  take  or  execute  any 
office  or  place  of  profit  or  trust,  are  subject  and  liable  unto 
by  any  law  now  in  force,  or  be  adjudged  liable  to  be  a 
bankrupt,  within  the  intent  or  meaning  of  all  or  any  the 
statutes  made  against  or  concerning  bankrupts ;  any  law, 
statute,  or  provision  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any  wise  not- 
withstanding. 

Anno  15°  Georgii  II.  Cap.  22. 

An  Act  to  exclude  certain  Officers  from  being  Members  of  the 

House  of  Commons.  A.  0. 1742. 

For  further  limiting  or  reducing  the  number  of  officers 
capable  of  sitting  in  the  house  of  commons,  be  it  enacted, 
&c.  That  from  and  after  the  dissolution,  or  other  determi- 
Certain  offi-  nation  of  this  present  parliament,  no  person  who  shall  be 
cera,  clerks  commissioners  of  the  revenue  in  Ireland,  or  commissioner 
of  certlSi  of  th©  navy  or  victualling  offices,  nor  any  deputies  or  clerks 
commission-  in  any  of  the  said  offices,  or  in  any  of  the  several  offices 
«n.  &c.  not  to  following .  that  jg  to  gay>  tag  office  of  lord  high  treasurer, 

or  the  commissioners  of  the  treasury,  or  of  the  auditor  of 
the  receipt  of  his  majesty's  exchequer,  or  of  the  tellers  of 
the  exchequer,  or  of  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  or  of 
the  lord  high  admiral,  or  the  commissioners  of  the  admiralty, 
or  of  the  paymasters  of  the  army  or  of  the  navy,  or  of  his 
majesty's  principal  secretaries  of  state,  or  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  salt,  or  of  the  commissioners  of  the  stamps, 
or  of  the  commissioners  of  appeals,  or  of  the  commissioners 
of  wine  licences,  or  of  the  commissioners  of  hackney  coaches, 
or  of  the  commissioners  of  hawkers  and  pedlars,  nor  any 
persons  having  any  office,  civil  or  military,  within  the  island 
t  of  Minorca  or  in  Gibraltar,  other  than  officers  having  com- 

missions in  any  regiment  there  only,  shall  be  capable  of 
;  being  elected,  or  of  sitting  or  voting  as  a  member  of  the 

*  house  of  commons  in  any  parliament  which  shall  be  hereafter 

v        summoned  and  holden. 


appendix.]  18  G.  II.  cap.  18.  lxxiii 

2.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  if  any  person  hereby  disabled  or  declared  to'  be  in- 
capable to  sit  or  vote  in  any  parliament  hereafter  to  be 
holden,  shall  nevertheless  be  returned  as  a  member  to  serve 
for  any  county,  stewartry,  city,  borough,  town,  cinque  port, 
or  place,  in'parliament,  such  election  and  return  are  hereby 
enacted  and  declared  to  be  void  to  all  intents  and  purposes  Returns  of 
whatsoever ;  and  if  any  person  disabled  and  declared  in- such  void* 
capable  by  this  act  to  be  elected,  shall  after  the  dissolution, 

or  other  determination  of  this  present  parliament,  presume 
to  sit  or  vote  as  a  member  of  the  house  of  commons  in  any 
parliament  to  be  hereafter  summoned,  such  person  so  sitting  Penalty  <?» 
or  voting,  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  twenty  founds  for  every  ST^ti^aVter 
day  in  which  he  shall  sit  or  vote  in  the  said  house  of  com-  k*in« thus  dls* 
mons,  to  such  person  or  persons  who  shall  sue  for  the  same 
in  any  of  his  majesty's  courts  at  Westminster,  and  the  mo- 
ney so  forfeited  shall  be  recovered  by  the  persons  so  suing, 
with  full  costs  of  suit,  in  any  of  the  said  courts,  by  action  of 
debt,  bill,  plaint,  or  information,  in  which  no  essoin,  privi- 
lege, protection,  or  wager  of  law,  shall  be  allowed,  and  only 
one  imparlance,  and  shall  'from  thenceforth  be  incapable  of 
taking,  holding,  or  enjoying  any  office  of  honour  or  profit 
under  his  majesty,  his  heirs  or  succesors. 

3.  Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  and  de-  Not  to  extend 
clared  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  nothing  in  this  act  %  £?£££, 
shall  extend  or  be  construed  to  extend  or  relate  [to,  or  ex-  secretary  to' 
elude  the  treasurer  or  comptroller  of  the  navy,  the  secre-  &J.tre*8UI7, 
taries  of  the  treasury,  the  secretary  to  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  or  secretaries  of  the  admiralty,  the  under  secre- 
tary to  any  of  his  majesty's  principal  secretaries  of  state,  or 

the  deputy  paymaster  of  the  army,  or  to  exclude  any  per- 
son having  or  holding  any  office  or  employment  for  life,  or 
for  so  long  as  he  shall  behave  himself  well  in  his  office;  any 
thing  herein  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Anno  18<>  Georgii  II.  Cap.  18. 

An  Act  to  explain  and  amend  the  Laws  touching  the  Election* 
of  Knights  of  the  Shire  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  that  Part 
of  Great  Britain  called  England.  A.  D.  1745. 

*  Whereas  several  delays  and  inconveniences  have  arisen 
in  elections  of  knights  of  shires  to  serve  in  parliament,  to 
the  great  trouble  and  expence  of  the  candidates  and  elec- 
tors;' For  remedy  thereof,  be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  from  and 
after  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  June,  1745,  upon  every  elec- 
tion to  be  made  within  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called 
England,  or  dominion  of  Wales,  of  any  knight  or  knights  of 
the  shire  to  serve  in  parliament,  every  freeholder  instead  of 
the  oath  or  affirmation  prescribed  to  be  taken,  by  an  act  of  Oath  ap- 
parliament  made  in  the  10th  year  of  the  reign  of  her  late  ^holders. 
■najesty  queen  Anne,  intituled,  An  Act  for  the  more  etfec- 
tual  preventing  fraudulent  conveyances  in  order  to  multiply 
votes  for  electing  knights  of  shires,  to  serve  in  parliament, 
before  he  is  admitted  to  poll  at  the  said  election,  shall  (if 
required  by  the  candidates  or  any  of  them,  or  any  other  per- 


penalties  as  are  in  and  by  two  acta  of  parliament,  the  one 
made  in  the  5th  year  of  the  reign  of  the  late  queen  Eliza- 
beth, intituled,  An  act  fur  punishing  such  persons  as  shall 
procure  or  commit  wilful  perjury,  or  suborn  or  procure  any 
person  to  commit  any  wilful  or  corrupt  perjury,  the  other 
made  in  the  second  year  of  his  present  majesty,  intituled, 
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proportion  as  other  lands  or  tenements  of  forty  shillings  per 
ann&m  within  the  same  parish  or  township  wherein  the  same 
shall  lie  or  be,  are  usually  charged;  and  whereas  by  an  act 
of  parliament  made  in  the  12th  year  of  the  reign  of  her  said  And  12  Anna, 
late  majesty  queen  Anne,  for  explaining  the  said  recited  stl*^5* 
clause,  it  is  enacted,  That  the  said  act,  or  any  thing  therein 
contained,  shall  not  extend  or  be  construed  to  restrain  any 
person  from  voting  in  such  election  of  any  knight  of  a  shire 
within  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England,  in  respect 
or  in  right  of  any  rents,  tythes,  or  other  incorporeal  inherit- 
ances, or  any  messuages  or  lands  in  extraparochial  places, 
or  any  chambers  in  the  inns  of  court  or  inns  of  chancery, 
or  any  messuages  or  seats  belonging  to  any  offices,  in 
regard  or  by  reason  that  the  same  have  not  been  usually 
changed  or  assessed  to  all  or  any  the  public  taxes, 
church  rates,  and  parish  duties  as  mentioned  in  the 
above  recited  act,  or  in  respect  or  right  of  any  other 
messuages  or  lands  not  herein-before  specified  in  re- 
gard or  by  reason  that  the  same  hare  not  been  usually 
charged  or  assessed  to  all  and  every  the  public  taxes, 
church  rates,  and  parish  duties  aforesaid ;  provided  that 
such  messuages  or  lands  have  usually  been  charged  or  as- 
sessed to  some  one  or  more  of  the  said  public  taxes,  rates, 
or  duties,  in  such  proportion  as  other  messuages  or  lands  of 
forty  shillings  per  aajwm,  in  the  same  parish  or  township 
where  the  same  shall  lie  or  be,  are  usually  charged  to  the 
same :'  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  so  Repealed. 
much  of  the  said  recited  act  as  disables  any  person  to  vote 
for  knights  of  shires  in  respect  or  in  right  of  any  lands  or 
tenements  which  have  not  been  charged  or  assessed  as 
therein  mentioned,  shall  from  and  after  the  said  twenty- 
fourth  day  of  June,  be  and  is  hereby  repealed. 

3.  Provided  always,  that  from  and  after  the  said  twenty-  ^f°^t^ou 
fourth  day  of  June,  no  person  shall  vote  for  the  electing  of  ° 

*  knight  or  knights  of  the  shire  to  serve  in  parliament, 
within  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England,  or  the 
principality^f  Wales,  in  respector  in  right  of  any  messuages,  Land  tax  cri- 
lands,  or  tenements,  which  have  not  been  charged  or  as-  UrioD- 
sessed   towards   some   aid  granted,    or  hereafter  to  be 
granted  to  his  majesty,  his  heirs  or  successors,  by  a  land  tax 
in  Great  Britain,  twelve  kalendar  months*  next  before  such  *  s»?  ™onth*> 
election.  *£  3*  c' 17* 

4.  Provided  also,  That  this  act,  or  any  thing  therein  con-  E^K*0^ 
taincd,  shall  not  extend,  or  be  construed  to  extend  to  re-  or  offices.  * 
strain  any  person  from  voting  in  any  such  election  of  any 

knight  or  knights  of  a  shire  within  that  part  of  Great  Bri- 
tain called  England,  or  the  principality  of  Wales,  in  respect 
or  in  right  of  any  rents  or  any  chambers  in  Ike  inns  of  court  . 
or  inns  of  chancery,  or  any  messuages  or  seats  belonging  to 
any  offices,  in  regard  or  by  reason  that  the  same  have  not 
been  usually  charged  or  assessed  to  the  aid  commonly  called 
the  land  tax;  and  that  the  acting  commissioners  of  the 
-land  tax  for  .the  time  being,  or  any  three  or  more  of  them, 
At  their  meetings  for  the  respective  divisions,  shall  sign  and 
.seal  one  other  duplicate  of  the  copies  of  the  respective 
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Duplicates  of 
tiie  land-tax 


Further  quali 
lications  of 
electors. 


sessments,  to  be  delivered  to  them  by  the  several  assessor* 
after  all  appeals  determined,  and  the  same  to  deliver,  or 
cause  to  be  delivered,  to  the  clerks  of  the  peace  for 
their  respective  counties,  to  be  by  them  kept  amongfet 
the  records  of  the  sessions,  to  which  all  persons  may  resort 
assessments  to  at  all  seasonable  times  and  inspectthe  same,  paying  six- 
!vkePc  rds°of  Pence  *°r  sucn  inspection':  and  the  said  clerks  of  the  peace 
tK  sessions"  or  their  deputies,  are  hereby  required  forthwith  to  give 
copies  of  the  said  duplicates  or  any  part  thereof,  to  any  such 
y°  orc^ies*"  person  or  persons  who  shall  require  the  same,  paying  after 
t*ken.copies  the  rate  of  sixpence  for  every  three  hundred  words,  and  so 
in  proportion  for  any  greater  or  lesser  number. 

5.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  from  and  after  the  said  twenty-fourth  day  of  June, 
1745,  no  person  shall  vote  in  any  such  election  without 
having  a  freehold  estate  in  the  county  for  which  he  votes, 
of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  forty  shillings  aver  and.ahove  all 
rents  and  charge*  payable  out  of  or  in  respect  of  the  same, 
or  without  having  been  in  the  actual  possession,  or  in  the 
receipt  of  the  rents  and  profits  thereof  for  his  own  use  above 
twelve  kalendar  months,  unless  the  Bame  came  to  him  within 
the  time  aforesaid,  by  descent,  marriage,  marriage  settle- 
ment, devise,  or  promotion  to  any  benefioe  in  a  church,  or  by 
promotion  to  an  office,  or  shall  vote  in  respect  or  in  right  of 
any-  freehold  estate  which  was  made  or  granted  to  him 
fraudulently,  on  purpose  to  qualify  him  to  give  his  vote,  or 
shall  vote  mare  than  once  at  the  same  election,  and  if  any 
person  shall  vote  in  any  such  election  contrary  to  the  true 
intent  and  meaning  hereof,  he  shall  forfeit  to  any  candidate 
for  whom  such  vote  shall  not  have  been  given,  and  who  shall 
first  sue  for  the  same,  the  sum  of  forty  pounds  to  be  recovered 
by  him  or  them,  his  or  their  executors  or  administrators,  to- 
gether with  full  costs  of  suit,  by  action  of  debt  in  any  of  his 
majesty's  courts  of  record  at  Westminster,  wherein  no  essoin, 
protection,  wager  of  law,  privilege,  or  imparlance  shall  be 
admitted  or  allowed ;  and  in  every  such  taction  the  proof 
shall  lie  on  such  person  against  whom  the  same  was  brought, 
unless  the  fact  on  which  such  action  is  grounded,  be  the 
having  polled  more  than  once  at  the  same  election. 
£j»|>iic  taxnot  6.  And  be  it  declared  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  no 
ncharaorfa  pnblie  or  parliamentary  tax,  county,  church,  or  pariah  rate, 
freehold.  Qr  duty,.or  any  other  tax,  rate,  or  assessment  whatsoever,  to 
be  assessed  or  levied  upon  any  county,  division,  rape,  lathe, 
wapentake,  ward,  or  hundred,  is  or  shall  be  deemed  or  con- 
strued to  be  any  oharge  payable  out  of  or  in  respect  of  any 
freehold  estate  within  the  meaning  and  intention  of  this  act, 
or  of  the  oath  or  solemn  affirmation  herein-before  directed  to 
be  administered  to>  and  taken  by,  every  freeholder  if  re- 
quired as  aforesaid.  . 

7.  And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  from  and  after  t&eaaid  twenty-fourth  day  of  June, 
1745,  at  every  such  election  within  that  part  of  Great  Bri- 
tain called.  England,  and  dominion  of  Wales,  the  sheriff,  or 
in  his  absence,  the  under  sheriff,  or  such  as  be  shaU  depute, 
ahall  appoint,  make  or  erect*  ercause  to  be  appointed,  mftdty 
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or  erected,  at  the  expence  of  the  candidates,  such  number  Booths  erect- 
of  convenient  booths  or  places  for  taking  the  poll  as  the  can-  Jenclofctn". 
didates  or  any  of  them  shall  three  days  at  least  before  the  didates ; 
commencement  of  the  poll  desire,  so  as  the  same  do  not  ex-- 
ceed  the  number  of  rapes,  lathes,  wapentakes,  wards,  or  iJcc^rdj?K !° 
hundreds  within  the  said  county,  and  not  exceeding  in  the  &£  and  not 
whole  the  number  of  fifteen ;  and  shall  affix  or  cause  to  be  exceeding  tf. 
affixed  on  the  most  public  part  of  each  of  the  said  booths  or 
polling  places  the  name  or  names  of  the  rape,  wapentake, 
lathe,  ward,  or  hundred,;  or  rapes,  wapentakes,  lathes, 
wards,  or  hundreds,  for  which  such  booth  or  polling  place 
is  allotted  or  designed ;  and  the  said  sheriff,  under  sheriff,  Sheriff  to  «p- 
or  such  person  as  he  shall  depute,  shall  appoint  a  proper,  ££ ^J  £jjjj; 
cleric  or  clerks  at  each  of  the  said  booths  or  polling  places  »t  the  candi- 
to  take  the  poll,  (which  said  clerk  or  clerks  shall  be  at  the  pei2>.ex" 
expence  of  the  candidates,  and  be  paid  not  exceeding  one 
guinea  per  day  each  clerk),  and  the  said  sheriff  or  under 
sheriff  shall  also  make  out  a  list  for  each  of  the  said  booths 
or  polling  places  respectively,  of  all  the  several  towns,  vil-  List  of  towns, 
lages,  parishes,  and  hamlets,  lying,  or  being  wholly  pr  in  b0Cotn°.r  copies 
part  in  the  rape,  wapentake,  lathe,  ward,  or  hundred,  or  in  to  be  given 
the  several  rapes,  wapentakes,  lathes,  wards,  or  hundreds,  *** each" 
for  which  suoh  booth  or  polling  place  is  allotted  or  designed; 
and  shall,  upon  request  made,  deliver  a  true  copy  thereof  to 
any  of  the  candidates,  or  their  agents,  who  shall  desire  the 
sane,  taking  forjeach  of  the  said  copies  the  sum  of  two  shil- 
lings and  no  more. 

8.  And  be  it  further  enated  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

That  no  sheriff,  under  sheriff,  or  clerk,  appointed  to  take  Noting  ?.t 
the  poll  at  any  of  the  said  booths  or  polling  places,  shall  uSSdVSi" 
admit  any  person  to  vote  for  any  lands,  tenements,  or  other  liSt- 
freehold  estate,  sworn  by  the  said  oath  to  be  lying  and 
being  at  some  parish,  town,  or  place,  or  parishes,  towns, 
or  places,  which  parish,  town,  or  place,  or  parishes,  towns, 
or  places,  or  any  of  them,  or  any  part  of  them,  is  not  or 
are  not  mentioned  in  the  list  so  made  out  for  such  booths 
or  polling  places  as  aforesaid,  unless  such  lands,  tenements,  Exception. 
or  estate  lie  or  be  in  some  town,  liberty,  or  place  not  men- 
tioned in  any  of  the  lists  so  made  out  for  all  the  said  booths 
or  polling  places  as  aforesaid. 

9.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  sheriff,  or  in  his  absence  the  under  sheriff,  or  such 

as  he  shall  depute,  shall  at  every  such  election  allow  a  a  cheque 
cheque  book  for  every  poll  book  for  each  candidate,  to  be  jSffiS^lT 
kept  by  the  respective  inspectors  at  every  place  where  the  lowed  each ' ' 
poll  for  such  election  shall  be  taken  or  carried  on.  .  candidate. 

10.  '  And  whereas  by  an  act  made  in  the  7th  and  8th 

years  of  the  reign  of  king  William  the  Third,  entitled,  an  7  &  aw.  s. 
act  for  further  regulating  election  of  members  to  serve  in 
parliament,  and  for  the  preventing  irregular  proceedings  of 
sheriffs  and  other  officers  in  the  electing  and  returning  such 
members,  it  is  enacted,  That  upon  every  election  to  be 
made  of  any  knight  or  knights  of  the  shire,  the  sheriff  of 
the  county  where  such  election  .shall  be  made,  shall  proceed 
to  election  at  the  next  county  court,  ufttaur  tto  (Mate.  fell 
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out  to  be  held  within  six  days  after  the  receipt  of  the  writ, 
or  upon  the  same  day,  and  then  shall  adjourn  the  same 
court  to  some  convenient  day,  giving  ten  days  notice  of  the 
time  and  place  of  election :  and  whereas  sheriffs  have  fre- 
quently in  such  cases,  where  the  county  court    fell  out  to 
be  held  within  six  days  after  the  receipt  of  the  writ,  or 
upon  the  same  day,  made  long  adjournments  of  the  same, 
in  order  to  l  delay  proceeding  to  election ;'  for  remedy 
thereof  for  the  future,  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
siteiiff  not  to  s&id,  that  from  and  after  the  said  24th  day  of  June,  no 
adjourn  ooun-  sheriff  shall  in  such  case  take  upon  himself  to  adjourn  such 
longir^an  t6  court  f°r  longer  than  sixteen  days,  any  law,  usage,  or  cus- 
tUys.  torn,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  »• 

11.  And  whereas  by  An  act  made  in  the  6th  year  of,  the 
bowfar  Ye-*3'  reign  of  his  present  majesty,  intituled,  An  act  to  explain  and 
pealed.          amend  an  act  made  in  the  7th  and  8th  years  of  the  reign  of 

king  William  the  Third,  intituled,  an  act  for  the  further  re* 
gulating  elections  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament,  and 
for  the  preventing  irregular  proceedings  of  sheriffs  and 
other  officers  in  the  electing  and  returning  such  members, 
so  far  as  the  same  relates  to  holding  of  county  courts,  it  is 
among  other  things  enacted,  that  no  county  court  whatsoever 
held  within  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England, 
shall  be  adjourned  to  a  Monday,  a  Friday,  or  Saturday ; 
and  that  all  and  every  such  adjournment  and  adjournments 
and  all  and  every  act  and  deed  done  or  performed  at  such 
courts  so  adjourned,  shall  be  deemed,  adjudged,  and  taken 
to  be  utterly  null  and  void  to  all  intents  and  purposes 
whatsoever ;  and  whereas  the  same  has  been  found  incon- 
venient ;  be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
that  from  and  after  the  said  twenty-fourth  day  of  June,  so* 
much  of  the  said  act  as  is  hereinbefore  recited,  shall  be  and 
is  hereby  repealed. 

12.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  in  case  any  such  sheriff  or  under-sheriff,  who  shall' 
preside  at  any  election  of  any  such  knight  or  knights  of 
the  shire  within  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England, 
or  the  dominion  of  Wales,  shall  wilfully  offend  against,  or 
act  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act, 
every  such  sheriff  or  under-sheriff  shall  be  liable  to  be  pro- 

offeSdmgtobe  secuted  by  information  or  indictment  in  his  majesty's  court 
prosecuted,  of  king's  bench  at  •  Westminster,  or  in  the  courts  of  great 
session  in  the  principality  of  Wales,  or  at  the  sessions  held 
for  the  counties  palatine  of  Chester,  Lancaster,  and  Dur- 
ham, or  at  the  assise  for  the  county,  city,  town,  or  place 
where  such  offence  shall  be  committed,  in  which  no  Noli 
prosequi,  or  Cesset  processus,  shall  be  granted ;  any  law, 
custom,  or  usage  to  the  contrary  thereof,  in  any  wise  not- 
withstanding. 

13.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

Proceeding  in  That  it  shall  and  may  be  sufficient,  for  the  plaintiff  in  any 

"S&'lk     action  of  debt  given  by  this  act,1  to  'set  forth  in  the  decUu 

**!/  ration  or  bill  that  the  defendant  is  indebted  to  him  in  the 

sum  of  and  to  allege  the  particular  offence 

lor  which  the  action  or  suit  is  brought,  and  that  the  defea- 
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dant  had  acted  contrary  to  this  act,  without  mentioning  the 
writ  of  summons  to  parliament,  or  the  return  thereof ;  and 
it  shall  he  sufficient  in  any  indictment  or  information  for 
any  offence  committed  contrary  to  this  act,  to  allege  the 
particular  offence  charged  upon  tjbe  defendant ;  and  that 
the  defendant  is  guilty  thereof,  without  mentioning  the 
writ  of  summons  to  parliament,  or  the  return  thereof ;  and 
upon  trial  of  any  issue  in  such  action,  suit,  indictment, 
or  information,  the  plaintiff,  prosecutor,  or  informer,  shall 
not  be  obliged  to  prove  the  writ  of  summons  to  parliament, 
or  the  return  thereof,  or  any  warrant  or  authority  to  the 
sheriff,  grounded  upon  any  such  writ  of  summons. 

14.  Provided  always,  That  every  action,  suit,  indict-  J£*ion  of 
merit,  or  information  given  by  this  act,  shall  be  commenced  ' 

within  the  space  of  nine  calendar  months,  after  the  fact 
upon  which  the  same  is  grounded  shall  have  been  com- 
mitted. 

15.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

That  all  the  statutes  of  jeofails  and  amendments  of  law  fe^es*  £fc# 
whatsoever,    shall    be  construed  to   extend   to    all    pro-  extended  to* 
ceedings  in  any  action,   suit,  indictment,  or  information  on^^actf 
given  or  allowed  by  this  act,  or  which  shall  be  brought  in 
pursuance  thereof. 

16.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  in  case  the  plaintiff  or  informer  in 
any  action,  suit,  indictment,  or  information  'given  by  this 
act,  shall  discontinue  the  same  or  be  nonsuited,  or  judg- 
ment be  otherwise  given  against  him ;  then,  and  in  any 
of  the  said  cases,  the  defendant  against  whom  such  ac- 
tion, suit,  or  information  shall  have  been  brought,  shall  re-  TreW*  cost»« 
cover  his  treble  costs. 
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An  Act  for  the  better  regulating  of  Elections  of  Members  to 
serve  in  Parliament  for  such  Cities  and  Towns,  in  that 
Part  of  Great  Britain  called  England,  as  are  Counties  of 
themselves.  A,  D.  1746. 

'  Whereas  by  an  act  made  and  passed  in  the  last  session 
of  parliament,  intituled.  An  act  to  explain  and  amend  the  m  Geo.  2,  c 
laws  touching  the  elections  of  knights  of  the  shire  to  serve  18*  J 

in  parliament  for  that  part  of  threat  Britain  called  England, 
several  good  provisions  were  enacted  for  the  better  regu- 
lating the  said  elections :  and  whereas  it  is  reasonable, 
that  like  provisions  should  be  made  for  the  due  election  of 
members  to  serve  in  parliament  for  such  cities  and  towns 
in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England  as  are  counties 
of  themselves,  and  in  which  persons  have  a  right  to  vote 
for  electing  such  members  for  and  in  respect  of  freehold 
lauds,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  &c.  of  the  yearly  value 
of  forty  shillings :'  therefore,  be  it  enacted,  &c.  that  from  and  Voters  if  re- 
after  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  June,  1746,  every  person  de-  ft*ired-.t°  tfke 
i.        *  /   ,    '   .        i...  /.  Li  •     the  oath  fo*. 

mandmg  to  vote  for  the  election  of  any  member  to  serve  in  lowing,  &c  x 
parliament  for  such  city  or  town  being  a  county  of  itself, 
in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England,  for  and  in 
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respect  of  any  freehold  e3tate  of  forty  shillings  a  year, 
shall,  before  he  is  admitted  to  poll  at  the  said  election  (if 
required  by  the  candidates  or  any  of  them,  or  any  person 
haying  a  right  to  vote  at  the  said  election),  first  take  the 
oath  (or  being  a  Quaker,  the  solemn  affirmation)  following, 

The  otth.         viz. 

4  You  shall  swear  (or  being  a  Quaker,  you  shall  solemnly 
affirm),  That  you  have  a  freehold  estate,  consisting  of  (spe- 
cifying the  nature  of  such  freehold  estate,  whether  mes- 
suage, land,  rent,  tythe,  or  what  else;  and  if  such  freehold 
estate  consists  in  messuages,  lands,  or  tythes,  'then  speci- 
fying in  whose  occupation  the  same  are ;  and  if  rent,  then 
specifying  the  names  of  the  owners,  or  possessors  of  the 
lands  or  tenements,  out  of  which  such  rent  is  issuing,  or 
some  or  one  of  them),  lying  or  being  in  the  city  and.  county, 
or  town  and  county,  (as  the  case  may  be)  of  of  the 

clear  yearly  value  of  forty  shillings  over  and  above  all  rents 
and  charges  payable  out  of,  or  in  respect  of  the  same ;  and 
that  you  have  been  in  the  actual  possession  or  receipt  of 
the  rents  and  profits  thereof  for  your  own  use,  above 
twelve  kalendar  months ;  or  that  the  same  came  to  you 
within  the  time  aforesaid  by  descent,  marriage,  marriage 
settlement,  devise  or  promotion  to  a  benefice  in  a  church r 
or  by  promotion  to  an  office  ;  and  that  such  freehold  estate 
has  not  been  granted  or  made  to  you  fraudulently,  on  pur- 
pose to  qualify  you  to  give  your  vote ;  and  that  the  place  of 
your  abode  is  at  in 

and  that  you  are  twenty-one  years  of  age,  as  you  be* 
lieve,  and  that  you  have  not  been  polled  before  at  this 
election.' 

Which  oath  (or  solemn  affirmation)  the  sneriff  or  sheriffs, 
by  him  or  themselves,  or  his  or  their  under-sheriff  or  under- 
sheriffs,  or  such  sworn  clerk  or  clerks  as  shall  be  by  him  or 
them  appointed  for  the  taking  of  the  poll  is  and  are  hereby 
required  to  administer ;  and  in  case  any  freeholder  or  other 
person,  taking  the  said  oath  or  affirmation  hereby  appointed, 
shall  thereby  commit  wilful  perjury,  and  be  thereof  con- 
victed ;  and  if  any  person  do  unlawfully  and  corruptly 
procure  or  suborn  any  freeholder  or  other  person  to  take 
i  "  the  said  oath  or  affirmation  in  order  to  be  polled,  whereby 
he  shall  commit  such  wilful  perjury  and  shall  be  thereof 
convicted,  he  and  they  for  every  such  offence  shall  incur 
such  pains  and  penalties  as  are  in  and  by  two  acts  of  par- 

5  Eliz.  c.  9.  liament,  (the  one  made  in  the  5th  year  of  the  reign  of  the 
late  queen  Elizabeth,  intituled,  An  act  for  punishment  of 
such  persons  as  shall  procure  or  commit  wilful  perjury  : 
the  other  made  in  the  2d  year  of  the  reign  of  his  present 
majesty,  entitled,  an  act  for  the  more  effectual  preventing 
and  further  punishment  of  forgery,  perjury,  subornation  of 
perjury,  and  to  make  it  felony  to  steal  bonds,  notes,  and 
other  securities  for  payment  of  money;  directed  to  be  in- 
flicted for  offences  committed  contrary  to  the  said  acta. 

2.  And  whereas  by  an  act  made  in  the  10th  year  of  the 
reign  of  Queen  Anne,  intituled,  An  act  for  the  more  effectual 
preventing  fraudulent  conveyances  in  order  to  multiply  votes 


By  whom  i 
ministered. 


Perjury  and 
subornation. 


A»d  2  Geo.  2. 

r.  25. 


10  Ann*,  c. 
23. 
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for  electing  knights  of  shires  to  serve  in  parliament,  it  was 
enacted,  that  no  person  should  vote  for  the  electing  a 
knight  of  the  shire  within  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called 
England,  in  respect  or  in  right  of  any  lands  or  tenements 
which  had  not  been  charged  or  assessed  to  the  public  taxes, 
church  rates,  and  parish  duties  in  such  proportion  as  other 
lands  or  tenements  of  forty  shillings  per  annum  within  the 
Same  parish  or  township  where  the  same  should  lie  or  had 
been  usually  charged :  and  whereas  by  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment made  in  the  12th  year  of  the  reign  of  her  said  late  **  Aim.  $t.  i. 
majesty  queen  Anne  for  explaining  the  said  recited  clause,  fc  5* 
it  is  enacted,  that  the  said  act,  or  any  thing  therein  con- 
tained shall  not  extend,  or  be  construed  to  restrain  any  per- 
son from  voting  in  such  election  of  any  knight  of  a  shire 
within  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England,  in  respect 
or  in  right  of  any  rents,  tithes,  or  other  incorporeal  inheri- 12  j\,m  st  , 
tances,  or  any  messuages  or  lands  in  extra-parochial  places,  c-  5.  recited. ' 
or  any  chambers  in  the  inns  of  court,  or  inns  [of  chancery, 
or  any  messuages  or  seats  belonging  to  any  offices,  in  re* 
gard  or  by  reason  that  the  same  have  not  been  usually 
charged  or  assessed  to  all  or  any  the  public  taxes,  church 
rates,  and  parish  duties  aforesaid,  or  in  respect  or  right  of 
any  other  messuages  or  lands  not  therein  before  specified 
in  regard  or  by'reason  that  the  same  have  not  been  usually , 
charged  or  assessed  to  all  and  every  the  public  taxes, 
church  rates,  and  parish  duties  aforesaid,  provided  that 
such  messuages  or  lands  have  usually  been  charged  or  as- 
sessed to  some  one  or  more  of  the  said  public  taxes,  ratesf 
or  duties,  in  such  proportion  as  other  messuages  or  lands  of 
forty  shillings  per  annum,  in  the  same  parish  or  township 
where  the  same  shall  lie  or  be,  are  usually  charged  to  the 
tame ;  which  said  provisions  are  recited  in  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment made  in  the  13th  year  of  the  reign  of  his  present  ma- 13  Geo.  2.  c 
jesty,  intituled,  An  act  for  the  more  effectually  preventing  *>.  -        '  i 
fraudulent  qualifications  of  persons  to  vote  as  freeholders  in 
the  election  of  members  to  Serve  in  parliament  for  such  cities 
and  towns  as  are  counties  of  themselves,  in  that  part  of 
Great  Britain  called  England ;  and  are  therein  enacted  to 
extend  and  to  be  construed  to  exend  to  such  lands  or  tene- 
ments for  or  in  respect  of  which  any  person  shall  vote  for 
the  election  of  any  member  to  serve  in  parliament  for  any 
such  city  or  town  as  aforesaid,  being  a  county  of  itself  in  . 
that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England :  and  whereas  by 
an  act  passed  in  the  last  session  of  this  present  parlia-  Jg  Geo.  s.  c 
ment,  it  iff  enacted,  that  so  much  of  the  said  recited  acts 
of  the  10th  and  12th  years  of  the  reign  of  the  late  queen 
Anne,  as  disables  any  person  to  vote  for  knights  of  shires 
in  respect  or  in  right  of  any  lands  or  tenements  which  have 
not  been  charged  or  assessed  as  therein  mentioned,  shall 
be  and  is  repealed :"  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, that*  so  much  of  the  said  recited  act  of  the  ISth  year  p^^  13G 
of  the  reign' of  his  present  majesty  as  extends  the  said  pro-  s.  r?p«tW 
visions  to  such  cities  and  towns  that  are  counties  of  them- 
selves as  aforesaid,  shall  also  from  and  after  the  said 
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twen ty -fourth  day  of  June,  1146,'  be   and  it  is  hereby  re- 

ificaiion      '■  P*0VIDBD  always  that 

uftoMnfeci  fourth  day  of  Jane,  1746,  nc 

chiMorio^ns  ;ng  a  member  or  members  tc 

tip".1  city  or  town,  being  a  count) 

that  part  of  Great  Britain  ci 

right  of  any  freehold,  meat 

the  yearly  value  of  forty  shil 

not  been  charged  or  assessei 

hereafter  to  be  granted  to  hi 

aora  by  a  land  tax  in  Great  1 

Enw-pti™.      next  h*for«  sncn  election. 

contained  shall  extend,  or  b< 

son  from  voting  in  any  such 

are  counties  of  themselves 

right  of  any  rents,  or  any  mi 

any  officers  in  regard  or  by  : 

been  usually  charged  or  BSH' 

IWiraM  of  d  'he  land  tax ;  and  the  a< 

;.,,.,[   t.n  ,i,    tax  for  the  time  being,  or  at 

De'Xim-i'i'ri   meetings,  shall  sign  and  a* 

'".  ".'  ''.''rik.'   copies  of  the  assessment  or  ; 

v,-  '.r'-frikj'  them  by  the  assessors  after  ; 

same  shall  deliver  or  cause 

officiating  as  clerks  of  the  p 

said  cities  and  towns,  being 

said  respectively,  to  be  by  1 

of  the  sessions,  to  which  all 

sonable  times,  and  inspect  t 

such  inspection  ;  and  the  said  persons  officiating  as  clerks 
of  the  peace  or  their  deputies,  are  hereby  required  forth- 
with   to  give   copies  of  the  said  duplicates,  or  any  part 
Costa   siteD  thereof,  to  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  require  the 
to  ;h  i,".-.       same,  paying  after   the  rate  of  sixpence   for  every  three 
paying  hundred  words,  and  so  in  proportion  for  any  greater  or  less 

number. 

.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  from  and  after  the  said  twenty-fourth  day  of  June; 
1T46,  no  person  shall  vote  in  such  election  of  a  member  or 
Voters  to  have  members  to  serve  in  parliament  for  any  city  or  town,  being 
«trt*°  of  40f.  a  county  of  itself,  and  in  which  persons  have  a  right  to  vote 
ta.  for  such  members,  for  and  in  respect  of  lands,  tenements, 

or  hereditaments  of  the  yearly  value  of  forty  shillings,  un- 
less such  persons  shall  have  a  freehold  estate  in  the  city 
and  county,  or  town  and  county  for  which  he  votes,  of  the 
dear  yearly  value  of  forty  shillings,  over  and  above  all 
rents  and  charges  payable  ont  of  or  in  respect  of  the  game, 
and  shall  hare  been  in  the  actual  possession  or  in  receipt  of 
And  posses-    the  rents  and  profits  thereof  for  his  own  use  above  turrttt 
■Ion  aWe  .      kalmditr  months,  except  the  same  came  to  him  within  the 
"o'oiiii.  time  aforesaid,  by  descent,  marriage,  marriage  settlement, 

EicBpiioo.      devise,  or  promotion  to  any  benefice  in  a  church,  or  by  pro- 
motion to  an  office ;  and  no  person  shall  vote  In  respect  or 
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in  rigfrt  of  an  j  freehold  estate  which  was  made  or  granted 
to  Mm  fraudulently,  on  purpose  to  qualify  him  to  giro  his 
rote,  or  shall  vote  more  than  once  at  the  same  election ; 
and  if  any  person  shall  vote  in  any  such  election  contrary 
to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  hereof,  he  shall  forfeit  to 


any  candidate  for  whom  snch  vote  shall  not  have  been  Penalty  of 
given,  and, who  shall  first  sue  for  the  same,  the  sum  of  forty  {nu$*$ 
pounds,  to  be  recovered  by  him  or  them,  his  or  their  execu-  &ct  *  °*  ons' 


tors  or  administrators,  together  with  fall  costs  of  suit,  by 
notion  of  debt  in  any  of  his  majesty's  courts  of  record  at 
Westminster,  Wherein  no  essoin,  protection,  wager  of  law, 
privilege,  or  imparlance  shall  be  admitted  or  allowed ;  and 
in  every  sneh  action  the  proof  shall  lie  on  such  person  The  proof. 
against  whom  the  same  was  brought,  unless  the  fact,  on 
which  such  action  is  grounded,  be  the  having  polled  more 
than  once  at  the  same  election* 

5.  An©  be  it  declared  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That 

no  public  or  parliamentary  tax,  church  or  parish  rate  or  Taxes. 
duty,  or  any  other  tax,  rate  or  assessment  whatsoever,  to 
be  assessed  or  levied  within  such  cities  or  towns,  being 
counties  of  themselves  as  aforesaid,  is  or  shall  be  deemed 
or  construed  to  be  any  charge  payable  out  of  or  in,  respect 
of  any  freehold  estate,  within  the  meaning  and  intention  of 
this  act,  or  of  the  oath  or  solemn  affirmation  herein-before 
directed  to  be  administered  to,  and  taken  by,  every  free- 
holder, if  required,  as  aforesaid. 

6.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  j^k^!?* 
That  the  sheriff  or  sheriffs  of  any  city  or  town,  being  a  every- poll 
county  of  itself,  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England,  book* 

or  in  his  or  their  absence,  his  or  their  under-sheriff  or  under- 
sheriffs,  or  such  other  person  as  he  or  they  shall  depute, 
shall,  at  every  election  of  any  member  or  members  to  serve 
in  parliament  for  such  city  or  town,  allow  a  cheque 
book  for  every  poll  book  for  each  candidate,  to  be  kept  by 
their  respective  inspectors,  at  the  place  where  the  poll  for 
such  election  shall  be  taken  or  carried  on. 

7.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

That  from  and  after  the  said  twenty  •fourth  day  of  June,  Public  notice, 
1746,  the  sheriff  or  sheriffs  of  every  city  or  town  being  a  tfoi. 
county  of  itself,  and  having  a  right  to  elect  a  member  or 
members  of  parliament  by  virtue  of  the  writ  issuing  out  of 
chancery,  without  any  precept  thereupon,  within  that  part 
ofGreat  Britain  called  England,  shall  forthwith,  upon  the 
receipt  of  the  writ  for  the  election  of  a  member  or  members 
to  serve  in  parliament  for  such  city  or  town,  cause  public 
notice  to  be  given  of  the  time  and  place  of  election,  and 
shall  proceed  to  election  thereupon  within  the  space  of  {jjjgdjj^ ^fter 
eight  days  next  after  that  of  his  receipt  of  the  said  writ,  receipt  of  the 
and  give  three  days  notice  thereof  at  least,  exclusive  of  the  wnt* 
day  of  the  receipt  of  the  writ,  and  of  the  day  of  election. 

8.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  r 
That  in  case  any  sheriff  or  under-sheriff  presiding  at  any  gjSfoj,  °' 
election  of  a  member  or  members  to  serve  in  parliament  for 

any  such  city  or  town,  being  a  county  of  itself  as  aforesaid, 
within  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England,  shall  wil- 

s 


folly  offend  against  or  act  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and 

ir  be  prose-  meaning  of  this   act,    every  such    sheriff  or.  under- sheriff 
g'i    temjf,  shell  be  liable  to  be  prosecuted  by  information  or  indict- 
ment in  his  majesty's  court  of  king's  bench  a'  "'--'--  ■--■■••- 

or  at  the  assizes  for  the  city  or  *"" *" 

■hall  be  committed,  in  which,  r 

proceuia  shall-  be  grants  * 

the  contrary  thereof  in  an 

9.  And  be  it  farther  ew 

untiffs  how  That  it  shall  and  may  be  i 

proceed,      action  of  debt  given  hy  th: 

tion  or  bill,  that  the  defe 

sum  of 

offence  for  which  the  actio 

defendant  hath  acted  coi 

tinning  the  Writ  of  summc 

thereof ;  and  it  shall  be  si 

formation  for  any  offence 

allege  the  particular  offer 

and  the  defendant  is  guilt 

writ  of  summons  to  parlia 

upon  trial  of  any  issue  in  i 

or  information,  the  plaiuti 

not  be  obliged  to  prove  tl 

or  the  return;; thereof,  or 

sheriff  or  sheriffs  ground' 

"vn-cffi  10-  Provided  always,  That  every  action,  suit,  indict- 
iVi  i.tni  ment,  or  information,  given  by  this  act,  shall  be  commenced 
ntiis  within  the  space  of  nine  calendar  months  titer  the  fact  upon 

■     which  the  same  is  grounded  shall  hare  been  committed. 
■ajis'ei-  H-  -A-8"1  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

i«i  tosuct  That  all  the  statutes  of  jeofails  and  amendments  of  the 
-"•""*!•    law  whatsoever,  shall  and  may  be  construed  to  extend  to 
all  proceedings   in  any  action,  suits,   indictment,  or  in- 
formation, given  or  allowed  by  this  act,  or  which  shall  be 
.  brought  in  pursuance  thereof, 

iiiiiiiijr*  1^'  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted  by  the 
irtbE  authority  aforesaid,  That  in  case  the  plaintiff  or  informer 
*■  in  any  action,  suit,  indictment,  or  information  given  by  this 

act,  shall  discontinue  the  same  or  be  nonsuited,  or  judg- 
ment be  otherwise  given  against  him,  then  and  in  any  of  the 
said  cases,  the  defendant  against  whom  such  action,  suit, 
or  information  shall  have  been  brought,  shall  recover  his 
treble  costs. 

13.  Provided  always,  and  .be  it  enacted  by  the  au- 
iJutioD  or  thority  aforesaid.  That  this  act,  or  any  thing  therein  con- 
tained  (other  than,  and  except  such  clauses  and  pro- 
visions as  are  by  this  act  made  for  or  concerning  allowing 
cheque  books,  or  for  or  concerning  notice  to  be  given  of  the 
time  and  place  of  election,  and  proceeding  to  election  there- 
upon) shall  not  extend,  or  be  construed  to  extend,  to  any 
city  or  town,  being  a  county  of  itself,  or  to  any  person  or 
persons,  where  the.  right  of  voting  for  any  member  or  mem- 
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bero  of  any  sucli  city  or  town  is,  for  or  in  respect  of  burgage 
tenure,  or  where  the  right  of  voting  for  such  member  or 
members  for  or  in  respect  of  a  freehold,  does  not  require 
the  same  to  be  of  the  yearly  value  of  forty  shillings. 


Awno  31°  Georgii  II.  Cap.  14. 

An  Act  for  further  explaining  the  Laws  touching  the  Elec- 
tors of  Knights  of  the  Shire  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  that 
Part  of  Great  Britain  called  England.  A.  D.  1757. 

Whereas  by  an  act  made  in  the  18th  year  of  the  reign 
of  his  present  majesty,  intituled,  '  An  act  to  explain  and 
amend  the  laws  touching  the  elections  of  knights  of  the 
shire,  to  serve  in  parliament  for  that  part  of  Great  Britain 
called  England,'  it  is  enacted,  That  no  person  shall  vote  at 
the  election  of  any  knight  or  knights  of  a  shire,  within  that 
part  of  Great  Britain  called  England,  or  principality  of 
Wales,  without  having  a  freehold  estate  in  the  county  for 
which  he  votes,  of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  forty  shillings, 
over  and  above  all  rents  and  charges  payable  out  of  or  in 
respect  of  the  same  ;  and  whereas  notwithstanding  the  said 
act,  certain  persons  who  hold  their  estates  by  copy  or  court 
roll  pretend  to  have  a  right  to  vote  and  have,  at  certain 
times,  taken  upon  them  to  vote  at  such  elections  :    Be  it  Copyholders 
therefore   enacted,  &c.  That  ;from  and  after  the  twenty-  ^°^fJxom 
fourth  day  of  June,  1758,  no  person  who  holds  his  estate  knights  of 
by  copy  of  court  roll  shall  be  entitled  thereby  to  vote  at  the  *** shire* 
election  of  any  knight  or  knights  of  a  shire,  within  that 
part  of  Great  Britain  called  England,  or  principality  of 
Wales ;    and  if  any  person  shall  vote  in  any  such  election, 
contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  hereof,  every  such 
vote  shall  be  void  to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever ; 
and  every  person  so  voting,  shall  forfeit  to  any  candidate 
for  whom  such  vote  shall  not  have  been  given,  and  who 
shall  first  sue  for  the  same,  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds  ;    to  be 
recovered  by  him  or  them,  his,  her,  or  their  executors  and 
administrators,  together  with  full  costs  of  suit,  by  action  Penalty. 
of  debt  in  any  of  his  majesty's  courts  of  record  at  West- 
minster, wherein  no  essoin,  protection,  wager  of  law,  privi- 
lege, or  imparlance,  shall  be  admitted  or  allowed  ;    and  in 
every  such  action  the  proof  shall  lie  on  the  person  against  Oku* probanda 
whom  such  action  shall  be  brought. 

2.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  it  shall  and  may  be  sufficient  for  the  plaintiff  in  any 
sucii  action  of  debt  to  set  forth  in  the  declaration  or  bill,  Plaintiff's. 
that  the  defendant  is  indebted  to  him  in  the  sum  of  fifty  gjj  jj*et^" 
pounds,  and  to  allege  the  offence  for  which  the  action  or  case. 
suit  is  brought,  and  that  the  defendant  hath  acted  contrary 
to  this  act,  without  mentioning  the  writ  of  summons  to 
parliament,  or  the  return  thereof;   and  upon  trial  of  any 
issue  in  any  such  action  or  suit,  the  plaintiff  shall  not  be 
obliged  to  prove  the  writ  of  summons  to  parliament  or  the 
return  thereof,  or  any  warrant  or  authority  to  the  sheriff 
grounded  upon  any  such  writ  of  summons. 
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Limitotion  of     3,  Provided  always,  That  every  each  action  or  writ 
ac  ons.  ^£1]  fa  commenced  within  tbespaee  of  nine  kalends* 

months  next  after  the  fact,  upon  which  the  same  is  ground* 

ed,  shall  have  been  committed. 
statutes pf         4.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
e?to£bd< to     That  a11  the  statutes  of  jeofails,  and  amendments  of  the 
suits.  law  whatsoever,  shall  and  may  be  construed  to  extend  to 

all  proceedings  in  any  such  action  or  suit. 
Plaintiff  non-      *•  Pbovideb  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted  by  the 
suited,  &c.      authority  aforesaid*  That  in  case  the  plaintiff  in  any  such 
costs.    action  or  guit  8nall  discontinue  the  same,  or  be  nonsuited, 

or  judgment  be  otherwise  given  against  him  ;  then*  and  in 

any  of  the  said  cases,  the  defendant,  against  whom  such 

action  or  suit  shall  have  been  brought,  shall  recover  bis 

treble  costs. 


Anno  SS<>  Georgii  II.  Cap.  20. 

An  Act  to  errforce  and  render  more  effectual  the  Laws  re- 
lating to  the  Qualification  of  Members  to  s%t  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  A.  P.  1759. 

Whereas  by  an  act  passed  in  the  Oth  year  of  the  reign  of 
Preamble  re-  her  late  majesty  queen  Anne,  intituled*  '  An  act  for  se- 
in^aft01*118'3  cur«Jg  the  freedom  of  parliaments,  by  the  farther  qualify- 
9  Anns,  c.  $,  ing  the  members  to  sit  in  the  house  of  commons,'  it  was 
i5G%%?£e.  enacted,  That  no  person  should  be  capable  to  sit  or  vote,  as 
i8G.'s,'c.'  ie.  a  member  in  the  house  of  commons,  for  any  county,  city, 
si  G.'l;  I'.u'.  borough,  or  cinque  port,  within  that  part  of  Great  Britain 
*  '  '    '  called  England,  the  dominion  of  Wales,  and  town  of  Ber- 
wick upon  Tweed,  who  should  not  have  an  estate,  freehold 
or  copyhold,  for  his  own  life,  or  for  some  greater  estate, 
either  in  law  or  equity,  to  and  for  his  own  use  and  benefit, 
of  or  in  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments,  over  and  above 
what  would  satisfy  and  clear  all  incumbrances  that  might 
affect  the  same,  lying  or  being  within  that  part  of  Great 
Britain  called  England,  the  dominion  of  Wales,  and  town 
of  .Berwick  upon  Tweed,  of  the  respective  annual  value 
therein  limited;   viz.  the  annual  value  of  six  hundred 
pounds,  above  reprises,  for  every  knight  of  a  shire ;  and 
the  annual  value  of  three  hundred  pounds,  above  reprises, 
for  every  citizen,  burgess,  or  baron  of  the  cinque  ports : 
Now,  in  order  to  enforce  and  render  the  said  act  more 
effectual,  Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  from  and  after  the  de* 
ah  members  termination  of   this  present    parliament,    every  person, 
lfamente  cSot"  exceP*  *8  "  herein-after  excepted,  who  shall  be  elected 
particularly     a  member  of  the  house  of  commons,  shall,  before  he-  pre* 
fore  ^y  act,  *um«s  t(>  v<>te  in  the  house  of  commons,  or  sit  there  during  any 
are  to  deliver  debate  in  the  said  house  of  commons  after  their  speaker 
whUe^the4'16'  *s  caosen>  produce  and  deliver  in  to  the  clerk  of  the  said 
house  is  sit-     house,  at  the  table  in  the  middle  of  the  said  house,  and 
wheduR     w»ilst  the  house  of  commons  is  there  duly  sitting,  with 
their  respec-    their  speaker  in  the  chair  of  the  said  house,  a  paper  or 
tons?     fica"  account,  signed  by  every  such  member,  i  containing  the 
name  or  names  of  the  parish,  township,  or  precinct,  o*  of 
the  several  parishes,  townships,  or  precincts,  and  also  of 
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the  county,  or  of  the  several  counties,  in  which  the  lands, 
tenements,  or  Hereditaments,  do  lie,  whereby  he  makes  out 
his  qualification,  declaring  the  same  to  be  of  the, annual 
value  of  six  hundred  pounds,  above  reprizes,  if  a  knight  of 
the  shire ;    and  of  the  annual  value  of  three    hundred  and  take  and 
pounds,  above  reprises,  if  a  citizen,  burgess,  or  baron  of  foiteig th<* 
the  cinque  ports ;   and  shall  also,  at  the  same  time,  take  oath; 
and  subscribe  the  following  oath,  viz. 

*I,  A.  B.  do  swear,  That  I  truly  and  bona  fide  have 
such  an  estate  inlaw  or  equity,  and  of  such  value,  to  and 
for  my  own  use  and' benefit,  of  or  in  lands,  tenements,  or 
hereditaments,  over  and  above  what  will  satisfy  and  clear 
all  incumbrances  that  may  affect  the  same,  as  doth  qualify 
me  to  be  elected' and  returned  to  serve  as  a  member  for  the 
place  I  am  returned  for,  according  to  the  tenor  and  true 
meaning  of  the  acts  of  parliament  in  that  behalf;  and  that 
snch  lands,  tenements,;  or  heieditamenls,  do  lie  as  de- 
scribed in  the  paper  or  account  signed  by  me,  and  now 
delivered  to  the  clerk  of  the  house  of  commons. 

*  So  help  me  God/ 
And  the  said  house  of  commons  is  hereby  impowered  and  which  is  to  be 
required  to  adufcfiste?  the  said  with  and  subscription,  ac-  gj^^jjf 
cording  to  the  directions  of  this  act,  as  occasion  shall  be,  and  enrolled,' 
from  time  to  time'  to  every  person  duly  demanding  the  jjjg^  ^j-1 
same,  immediately  after  such  person  shall  have  taken  the  ficatfon  have1 
eaths  of  allegiance,  supremacy,  and  abjuration,  at  the  said  **<" taktu ; 
table  :  and  the  said  oath  and  subscription  herein  before 
directed  to  be  taken  and  made,  shall  be  entered  in  a  parch- 
ment roll,  to  be  provided  for  that  purpose  by  the  clerk  of 
the  bouse  of  commons ;  and  the  said  papers  or  accounts,  so  and  the  sche- 
signed  and  delivered  into  the  said  clerk  as  aforesaid,  gjjjjjf to  ** 
shall  be  filed  and  carefully  kept  by  him. 
*   8-  Arm  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
Ifcatif  any  person  who  shall  be  elected  to  serve  in  any  Any  member 
futmre  parliament  as  a  knight  of  a  shire,  or  as  a  citizen,  gj^jjjj? 
burgess,  or  baron  of  theeinque  ports,  shall  presume  to  sit  thereto, 
or  vote  as  aforesaid  as  a  member  of  the  house  of  commons, 
before  he  has  delivered  in  such  paper  or  account,  and  taken 
and  subscribed  such  oath  as  aforesaid,  or  shall  not  be  &7duiy  qL*??* 
qualified  acording  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  fied,  his  eiec-< 
said  recited  act,  and  of  this  act ;    his  election  shall  be  and  *£J  »  ™* 
ia  hereby  declared  to  be  void,  and  a  new  writ  shall  be  writ  to  issue. 
issued  to.  elect  another  member  in  the  said  person's  room. 

•  3.  Provsdbd  always,  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained,  Persons  ex- 
shall  extend  to  the  eldest  son  or  heir-apparent  of  any  peer  S^rai    • 
or  lord  of  parliament,  or  of  any  person  qualified  to  serve  qualification. 
as  a  knight  of  a  shire,  or  to  the  members  for  either  of  the 
universities  in  that  part  ofvGreat  Britain  called  England, 
or  to  uUe  tnembers  of  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called 
Scotland. 
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Anno  3<>  Georgii  III.  Cap.  15« 

An  Act  to  prevent  occasional  Freemen  from  voting  at  Elec- 
tions of  Members  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  Cities  and 
Boroughs.  A.  D.  1762. 

Whereas  great  abuses  have  been  committed  in  making 
freemen  of  corporations,  in  order  to  influence  elections  of 
members  to  serve  in  parliament,  to  the  great  infringement 
*  of  the  rights  of  freemen  of  such  corporations,  and  of  the 
freedom  of  elections;  to  prevent  such  practice*  for  the 
future,  fie  it  enacted,  &c.  That  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  May,  1763,  no  person  whatsoever  claiming  as  a 
Freemen  not  freeman  to  vote  at  any  election  of  members  to  serve  in  par* 
SStted  to    liament  for  any  city,  town,  port,  or  borough  in  England, 
their  freedom  Wales,  and  the  town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  where  such 
EfiSJtSb       voter*  right  of  voting  is  as  a  freeman  only,  shall  be  ad* 
election.         mitted  to  give  his  vote  at  such  election,  unless  such  per- 
son shall  have  been  admitted  to  the  freedom  of  such  city, 
town,  port,  or  borough,  twelve  kalendar  months  before  the 
first  day  of  such  election ;  and  if  any  person  shall  presume 
to  give  bis  vote  as  a  freeman  at  any  election  of  members  to 
serve  in  parliament,  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  mean* 
ing  of  this  act,  he  shall,  for  every  such  offence,  forfeit  and 
Penalty.         pay  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  to  him,  her,  or  them, 
who  shall  inform  and  sue  for  the  same ;  and  the  vote  gives 
by  such  person  shall  be  void  and  of  no  effect. 
Exceptions.         2.  PitoviDED  always,  That   nothing  herein  contained 
shall  extend,  or  be  construed  to  extend,  to  any  person  en^ 
titled  to  his   freedom  by  birth,  marriage,  or  servitude, 
according  to  the  custom  or  usage  of  such  city,  town,  port, 
or  borough. 
Penalty  of  an-     3*  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aioresaidr 
tedating  ad-    That  if  any  mayor,  bailiff,  sheriff,  town  clerk,  or  other 
mission.         officer  of  any  corporation,  or  other  person  whatsoever, 
shall  wilfully  and  fraudulently  antedate,  or  cause  to  be 
antedated,  any  admission  of  any  freeman,  such  mayor, 
bailiff,  sheriff,  town  clerk,  officer,  or  ether  person,  shallr 
for  every  such  offence,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  &y*  hun- 
dred pounds  to,  him,  her,  or  them,  who  shall  inform  and  sue 
for  the  same. 
Books  and  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 

papq?  of  ad-  Q9i\^  xhat  the  mayor,  bailiff,  sheriff,  town  clerk,  or  other 
opeVto  in-      officer  of  any  corporation,  having  the  custody  of,  or  power 

d>mSd'ofPOn  oyer> tne  recora^  °*  *h*  same,  shall,  upon  the  demand  of 

candidate,  his  any  candidate,  or  his  agent,  or  any  two  freemen,  on  the 

fr  'emen  upon  PftTment  °f  0fte  shilling,  permit  such  candidate,  agent,  or 

payment  SFu.  freemen,  between  the  hours  of  nine  in  the  morning  and 

three  in  the  afternoon,  at  any  time  before,  and  within  one 

month  after,  any  such  election  as  aforesaid,  to  inspect  the 

books  and  papers  wherein  the  admission  of  freemen  shall 

Copies  and     be  entered  ;  and  to  have  copies  or  minutes  of  the  admission 

adm^fon  to  e  °f  so  many  freemen  as  such  candidate,  agent,  or  freemen,. 

be  given,  pay-  shall  think  fit,  upon  paying  to  such  mayor,  bailiff,  sheriff, 

ftr^moSthe  town  clerk,  or  other  officer,  a  seasonable  charge  for  writing 
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the  same ;  and  inch  hooka  and  papers  shall,  if  demanded  {*«• ;  £*** 

by  such  candidate,  agent,  or  freemen,  be  produced  by  men  teprodoc«L 

mayor,  bailiff,  sheriff,  town  clerk,  or  other  officer,  at  every  if  demanded, 

election,  and  be  referred  to,  in  case  any  dispute  shall  g,^*17 

arise  touching  the  right  of  any  person  to  give  bis  rote 

thereat ;   and  if  such  mayor,  bailiff,  sheriff,  town  clerk,  or 

other  officer,  shall  refuse  or  deny  such  candidate,  agent, 

or  freemen,  the  inspection  of  such  books  and  papers,  or  to 

hare  copies  or  minutes  thereof,  or  shall  refuse  or  neglect 

to  produce  such  books  and  papers  at  any  election,  if  de* 

mended  and  paid  for  in  the  manner  herein-before  set  forth, 

such  mayor,  bailiff,  sheriff,  town  clerk,  or  other  officer, 

shall,  for  every  such  offence,  forfeit  and  pay  the  snm  of 

one  hundred  pounds  to  him,  her,  or  them,  who  shall  inform  penalty. 

and  sue  for  the  same. 

5.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  all  forfeitures  or  penalties  laid  or  imposed  by  this 
act,  shall  be  recovered,  with  rail  costs  of  suit,  by  action  How  reco* 
of  debt,  bill,  plaint  or  information,  in  any  of  his  majesty's  vertd- 
courts  of  record  at  Westminster  ;  wherein  no  essoin,  pro- 
tection, wager  of  law,  or  more  than  one  imparlance  shall  be 
allowed, 

6  Provtdbd  always,  and  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  if  prosecution 
and  declared,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  no  person  ^commenced 
shall  be  liable  to  any  forfeiture  or  penalty  by  this  act  laid  witfau>  a  year' 
or  imposed,  unless  prosecution  be  commenced  within  one 
year  after  such  forfeiture  or  penalty  shall  be  incurred. 

7.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  This  act  to  be 
That  the  returning  officer  shall  read,  or  cause  to  be  read,  <£«&  re*J 
openly,  this  act,  at  the  time  of  election  of  members  to  £fgtoffi£r,  at 
serve  in  parliament  for  cities,  towns,  ports,  or  boroughs,  air  elections 
where  the  right  of  election  is  in  the  whole,  or  in  part,  in  ELiedSteiy 
freemen  as  aforesaid,  immediately  after  the  reading  of  the  •far  **  *• 
act  passed  in  the  2nd  year  of  his  late  majesty's  reign,  in*     °'  ' 
tituled,  An'  act  for  the  more  effectual  preventing  bribery 

and  corruption  in  the  elections  of  members  to  serve  in  par*    . 
Kament. 

8.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid;  £  *l2J£ 
That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  extend,  or  be  construed  to  Jfrrvfc*. 
extend,  to  the  cities  of  Leaden  or  Norwich* 


or 


Anno  S«Gboroii  III.  Cap.  24. 

An 'Act  to  prevent  fraudulent  and  occasional  Votes  in  the 
Elections  of  Knights  of  the  Shire,  and  of  Members  for 
Cities  and  Towns  which  are  Counties  of  themselves,  so  far 
as  relates  to  the  Bight  of  Voting  by  virtue  of  an  Annuity 
or  Rent  Charge,  A.  P.  1762. 

Whereas  annuities  or  rent  charges  granted  for  a  life  or 
lives,  or  a  greater  estate,  issuing  out  of  freehold  lands  or 
tenements,  are  of  a  private  nature,  and  therefore  liable  to 
fraudulent  practices  in  the  elections  of  knights  of  shires,  to 
the  prejudice  of  the  candidates,  and  of  those  who  have 
Just  right  to  vote  at  such  elections  $  and  whereas  the  right 
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of  election  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament  for  several 
cities  and  towns  which  are  counties  of  themselves,  in  that 
part  of  Great  Britain  called  England,  is  vested  partly,  or 
in  the  whole,  in  freeholders,  in  respect  of  freeholds  of  the 
yearly  value  of  forty  shillings,  lying  within  such  cities  and 
towns ;  and  whereas  annuities  and  rent  charges  for  a  life 
or  lives,  or  a  greater  estate,  issuing  out  of  such  freehold 
lands  or  tenements,  are  liable  to  the  like  fraudulent  prac- 
tices :  for  remedy  whereof,  Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  from 
AuaUficat!oQ  and  after  the  first  day  of  August,  1764,  no  person  shall 
unless  certi- '  vote  for  electing  any  knight  or  knights  of  a  shire,  citizen 
cierkoftfae  **  citizens,  bargess  or  burgesses,  of  any  such  city  or  town 
peace.  j  for  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England,  for  or  in 
respect  of  any  annuity  or  rent  charge  issuing  out  of  free* 
hold  lands  or  tenements,  and  granted  before  the  first  day 
of  June,  1765,  unless  a  certificate,  upon  oath,  shall  have 
been  entered  twelve  kalendar  months,  at  least,  before  the 
first  day  of  such  election,  with  the  clerk  of  the  peace  for 
the  county,  riding,  or  division,  or  with  the  clerk  of  the 
peace,  town  clerk,  or  other  public  officer,  having  the  cus- 
tody of  the  records  within  such  city  or  town  where  such 
lands  or  tenements  do  lie,  as  follows,  (that  is  to  say,) 

"  I,  A.  B.  of  am  really  and  ben*  fide  seised 

of  an  annuity  or  rent  charge,  for  my  own  use  and  benefit, 
of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  forty  shillings,  above  all  rents 
and  charges  payable  out  of  the  same,  wholly  issuing  out  of 
freehold  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  belonging  to 
C.  D.  of  situate,  lying,  and  being,  in  the 

parish,  township  or  place,  or  in  the  parishes,  townships; 
or  places  of  E.  in  the  county  of  without 

any  trust,  agreement,  matter,  or  thing  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding; and  I,  or  the  person  or  persons  nnder  whom 
I  claim,  was  or  "were  seized  of  the  said  annuity  or  rent 
charge  before  the  first  day  of  June,  1763." 
The  like  with  •    9.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
iwSnfuatifi-    That  no  person  shall  vote  for  the  electing  any  knight  or 
cations  as       k nights  of  a  shire,  or  for  a  citizen  or  citizens,  burgess  or 
scent,  mar^    burgesses,  of  any  such  city  or  town,  for  that  part  of  Great 
riage',  devise,  Britain  called  England,  in  respect  of  any  annuity  or  rent 
or^nrotioa,  charge  issuing  out  of  freehold  lands,  tenements,  or  heredi* 
dec  taments,  which  shall  come  to  such  person  by  descent,  mar- 

riage, marriage  settlement,  devise,  or  presentation  to  a 
benefice  in  a  church,  or  promotion  to  an  office,  within 
twelve  kalendar  months  next  before  such  election  respec- 
tively, unless  a  certificate  upon  oath,  or  affirmation  if  a 
Quaker,  shall 'have  been  entered  with  the  clerk  of  the 
peace,  town  clerk,  or  other  officer  as  aforesaid,  before  the 
first  day  of  such  election,  as  follows ;  that  is  to  say, 

"  I,  A.  B.  of  .am  really  and  bona  fide 

seized  of  an  annuity  or  rent  charge,  to  my  own. use  and 
benefit,  of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  forty  shillings  a  year, 
above  all  rents  and  charges  payable  out  of  the  same, 
wholly  issuing  out  of  freehold  lands,  tenements,  or  heredi- 
taments, belonging  to  C.  D.  of  situate,  lying, 
and  being  in  the  parish,  township,  or  place,  or  in  the 
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parisaee,  townships,  or  place*  of  to  tthe 

county  of  without  any  treat,  agreement, 

matter,  or  thing  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding ;  and  I 
became  seised  of  the  said  annuity  or  Teat  charge,  on  the 

day  of  last  part,  by 

descent  or  otherwise"  foe  tJu  cere  may  kappa.) 

3.  And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  from  and  after   the  first  day  of  August,  1764,  no 
person  shall  rote  at  any  election  of  a  knight  or  knights 
of  the  shire,  or  of  any  citizen  or  citizens,  barges*  or  bur* 
gesees,  of  any  such  city  or  town,  within  that  part  ef  Great 
Britain  called  England,  for  or  in  respect  of  any  annuity  or 
rent  charge  to  be  granted  after  the  said  first  day  of  June, 
Hew,  unless  a  memorial  of  the  grant  of  mck  enmitte  or 
rtwt  charge  shall  hare  been  registered  with  the  clerk  of  the 
peace  of  the  county,  riding,  or  division,  or  with  the  clerk 
of  the  peace,  town  clerk,  or  other  public  oanoer,  baring  the 
custody  of  the  records,  within   such  city  or  town  where  Memorial  of 
the  lands  or  tenements  out  of  which  such  annuity  or  rest  ^uSarge 
charge  issues  shall  lie,  twelve  kalendar  months  at  least  »wW. 
before  the  first  day  of  inch  election  ;  which  memorial  shall 

be  wrote  on  parchment,  and  directed  to  such  clerk  of  the 
peace,    town  clerk,  or  other   public  officer,  and  shall  be 
under  the  hand  and  seal  of  the  grantor  or  grantors,  and      - 
attested  by  two  witnesses^  one  whereof  to  be  one  of  the 
witnesses  to  the  execution  of  suoh  grant ;   which  witness 
shall,  upon  oath,  before  such  clerk  of  the  peace,  town 
clerk,  or  other  officer  as  aforesaid,  or  their  deputies,  prove 
the  sealing  and  delivering  of  such  grant,  and  the  signing 
and  sealing  of  such  memorial ;  and  which  memorial  shall 
contain  the  day  and  year  of  the  date,  and  the  names,  addi- 
tions, and  abodes,  of  the  parties  and  witnesses,  and  all  the    - 
lands  and  tenements  out  of  which  the  annuity  or  rent 
oharge  issues,  and  the  parish,  township,  or  place,  or  the 
parishes,  townships,  and  places,  where  such  lands  and 
tenements  lie ;   and  that  every  such  grant,  of  which  such  Manner  of  r* 
memorial  is  so  to  be  registered,  shall  at  the  time  of  enter-  raring  the 
ing  such  memorial,  bejurodnoed  to  such  clerk  of  the  peace,  *"* ' 
town  clerk,  or  other  officer,  as  aforesaid,  or  their  deputies, 
who  shall  thereon  indorse  a  certificate,  in  which  shall  he 
mentioned  the  day  and  year  on  which  such  memorial  shall 
be  so  entered. 

4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  ?«??*» not* 
That  from  and  after  the  said  first  day  of  August,  1764,  no  l?**»  Jf^. 
person  shall  vote  at  any  election  of  a  knight  or  knights  of  ment  of  any 
the  shire,  or  of  any  citizen  or  citizens,  burgess  or  burgesses  rentewje 
of  any  such  city  or  town,  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  made  before 
called  England,  by  reason  of  an  assignment  of  any  annuity  ' 

or  rent  charge,  or  any  part  or  parts  thereof,  made  before 

the  said  first  day  of  June,  1769,  unless  a  certificate  of  rock  unless  a  cer- 

assignment  upon  oath,  to  the  purport  hertuubefbre  men*  ^S^*e 

tioned,  with  respect  to  an  original  annuity  or  rent  charge,  HyS  entered 

shall  have  b,een  entered  with  such  clerk  of  the  peace,  town  *»  aforesaid : 

clerk,  or  other  officer  as  aforesaid,  twelve  kalendar  months 

at  least  before  the  first  day  of  such  election  ;  and  that  no 
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iftktbe%ui  person  shall  vote  at   any  such  election  as  aforesaid,  by 

after  the  said6  reason  of  an  assignment  of  any  annuity  or  rent  charge,  or 

iat  June,  a      any  part  or  parts  thereof,  made  after  the  first  day  of  June, 

toe£°attested'  1763,  unless  a  memorial  of  such  assignment,  and  also  a 

asd5SSedr?d  memo"a^  °^  ^e  grant  of  such  annuity  or  rent  charge  of 

eases  of  origS  which  such  asssignment   shall  be  made,  shall  have  been 

nal  grants,      attested  and  registered  twelve  kalendar  months  at  least 

before  the  first  day  of  such  election,  in  the  same  manner  as 

is  herein-before  directed  with  respect  to  the  memorial  of 

an  original  grant  or  rent  charge. 

5.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  clerk  of  the  peace  for  every  county,  riding  or  di- 
vision, and  the  clerk  of  the  peace,  town  clerk,  or  other  officer 

EStby offi-     M  a^oresa^>  °f  every  such  city  or  town,  shall  keep  a  book 
cers  for  enter-1  or  books  for  the  entering  of  every  such  certificate  and  me- 
t3fcSe?&er~   ni0"a^>  an(*  8k*N  l>e  allowed  for  the  entry  of  every  such 
'     '    certificate  the  sum  of  one  shilling,  and  of  every  such  memo- 
rial, two  shillings,  and  no  more ;    and  for  every  search  for 
any  certificate  or  memorial,  one  shilling  and  no  more :  and 
andsearchf7'  *&&*  any  person  or  persons  may,  at  all  seasonable  times} 
resort  to,  and  inspect  the  certificates,  memorials,  and  books 
of  entries  thereof;  and  such  clerk  of  the  peace,  town  cletfc, 
or  other  officer  as  aforesaid,  or  their  deputies,  is  hereby 
and  for  copies,  directed  and  required  forthwith  to  give  a  copy  of  any  cer- 
tificate or  memorial  to  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  de- 
sire the  same,  paying  for  such  copy,  if  it  contains  not 
more  than  two  hundred  words,' the  sum  of  six-pence ;    and 
so  in  proportion  for  any  greater  number  of  words  ;  and 
such  clerk  of  the  peace,  town  clerk,  or  other  officer  as 
officer  may     aforesaid,  or  their  deputies,  is  hereby  impowered  to  admi- 
administer  an  ujgter  an  oath  in  all  cases  where  an  oath  is  required  by 
Copies  attest-  this  act  ;    and  true  copies  of  the  aforesaid  certificates  and 
per  officii pn>  memorials  attested  by  such  respective  clerks  of  the  peace, 
legal  evi-        town  clerk,  or  other  officer  as  aforesaid,  or  their  deputies, 
ence*  shall,  at  all  times,  be  allowed  and  admitted  as  legal  evi- 

dence in  all  cases  whatsoever. 

6.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted  by  the 
Memorials  of  authority  aforesaid,  That  a  memorial  of  such  grant  or  as- 
Hgnments88"  signment  as  shall  be  made  and  executed  in  any  place  not 
?  tedat»vXe"  w*tn^n  *°rty  mtte8  of  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  peace  for 
40  miles  from  the  respective  county,  riding  or  .division,  or  of  the  town 
Serkof 1h°f  c*ei*  or  otner  officer  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  entered  and 
peace,°&c.  bow  registered  „by  such  clerk  of  the  peace,  town  clerk,*  or  other 
tered  "****'    officer  as  aforesaid,  or  their  deputies,  in  case  an  affidavit 

sworn,  or  affirmation  of  a  Quaker,  before  one  of  the  judges 
at  Westminster,  or  a  master  in  chancery  ordinary  or  ex- 
traordinary, be  brought  with  the  said  memorial  to  the  said 
clerk  of  the  peace,  town  clerk,  or  other  officer,  as  afore- 
said, wherein  one  of  the  witnesses  to  the  execution  of  such 
grant  or  assignment  shall  swear  that  he  or  she  saw  the  same 
executed ;  and  the  same  shall  be  a  sufficient  authority  to 
the  clerk  of  the  peace,  town  clerk,  or  other  officer,  or  their 
deputies,  to  give  the  party  that  brings  such  memorial  a 
certificate  of  the  registering  such  memorial ;  which  certifi- 
cate, signed  by  the  said  clerk  of  the  peace,  town  clerk,  or 
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other  officer,  as  aforesaid,  or  their  deputies,  shall  be  taken 
and  allowed  as  evidence  of  the  registry  of  the  same  me- 
morial in  all  courts  of  record  whatsoever ;  any  thing 
herein  contained  to'  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

7.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

That  the  clerk  of  the  peace  of  every  county,  riding,  or  divi-  SJJ556|j)0/tdc' 
sion,   and  the  clerk  of  the  peace,  town  clerk,  or  other  tend,' upon 
officer,  as  aforesaid,  of  every  such  city  or  town,  or  their  S^2S5b»tij2"' 
deputies,  shall  upon  reasonable  notice,  attend  at  any  such  faction,  with"* 
election  with  the  book  or  books  of  entries  of  every  such  ^riSuS  °f 
certificate  and  memorial,  at  the  request  of  any  candidate  elections. 
or^candidates ;   he  or  they  making  him  reasonable  satis- 
faction for  such  attendance. 

8.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  Penalty  on  o£ 
That  if  any  clerk  of  the  peace,  town  clerk,  or  other  officer,  neglefr&c. 
as  aforesaid,  shall  be  guilty  of  any  .wilful  neglect,  mis- 
demeanor, or  fraudulent  practice,  contrary  to  the  tine 

intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  every  such  clerk  of  the 
peace,  town  clerk,  or  other'  officer,  as  aforesaid,  shall  for 
every  such  offence,  forfeit  one  hundred  pounds  to  the  Penalty. 
person  who  shall  sue  for  the  same,  by  action  of  debt,  bill, 
plaint  or  information,  in  any  of  his  majesty's  courts  of 
record  at  Westminster;  wherein  no  essoin,  protection, 
wager  of  law,  or  more  than  one  imparlance,  shall  be 
allowed. 

9.  Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  Limitation  of 
and  declared  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  no  person  prosecution. 
shall  be  liable  to  any  forfeiture  or  penalty  by  this  act  laid 

or  imposed,  unless  prosecution  be  commenced  within 
twelve  months  after  such  forfeiture  or  penalty  shall  be 
incurred. 
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An  Act  to  regulate  the  Trials  of  controverted  Elections  or 
Returns  of  Members  to  serve  in  Parliament      A.  D.  1770. 

Whereas  the  present  mode  of  decision  upon  petitions, 
complaining  of  undue  elections  or  returns  of  members  to 
serve  in  parliament,  frequently  obstructs  public  business ; 
occasions  much  expenee,  trouble  and  delay  to  the  parties  ; 
is  defective,  for  want  of  those  sanctions  and  solemnities 
which  are  established  by  law  in  other  trials ;  and  is  attended 
with  many  other  inconveniences :    for  remedy  thereof  be  it 
enacted,  &c.    That  after  the  end  of  the  present  session  of  After  the  pre- 
parliament,  whenever  a  petition  complaining  of  an  undue  o^compSSu 
election  or  return  of  a  member  or  members  to  serve  in  •/  undue  eiec- 
parliament,  shall  be  presented  to  the  house  of  commons,  a  Sm 'time  to  be 
day  and  hour  shall  by  the  said  house  be  appointed  for  taking  fixed  for  con- 
the  same  into  consideration ;   and  notice  thereof  in  writing  Jf.  rlng  tbve* 
shall  be  forthwith  given,  by  the  speaker,  to  the  petitioners  Speaker  to 
and  the  sitting  members,  or  their  respective  agents,  accom-  Screo?;  and 
panied  with  an  order  to  them  to  attend  the  house,  at  the  order  abend-;; 
time  appointed,  by  themselves,  their  counsel,  or  agent.  .       aace* 

2.  Provides  always,  That  no  such  petition  shall  be  taken 
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Bat  not  wi^-  i*to  considecatiott  within  fourteen  days  after  the  appoint- 
ter  appXt-  *  meut  of  the  committee  of  privileges. 
nMgt  of  com-  $.  Provided  also,  That  the  boose  may  alter  the  day  and 
vUeges.0  pI>  hour  bo  appointed  for  taking  such  petition  into  coasidera? 
•  ffij^SJSk,  tfcm,aad  appoint  some  subsequent  day  and  hour  fox  the 
on  like  notice  same  as  occasion  shall  requise;  giving  to  the  respective 
and  order-  parties  the  like  notice  of  such  alteration,  and  order  to  at- 
tend on  the  said  subsequent  day  and  hour,  as  aforesaid* 

4.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  at  the  time  appointed 
for  taking  such  petition  into  consideration,  and  previous  to 
Serjeant  a£!    the  reading  of  the  order  of  the  day  for  that  purpose,  the  ser» 
Rereading  of  jeant  at  aims  shall  be  directed  to  go  with  the  mace  to  the 
tj>e  5!lertoof    places  adjacent,  and  require  the  immediate  attendance  of 
qi2t«ttw  afc*  the  members  on  the  business  of  the  house  4    and  that  alter 
SetBemben-  ***  retonk  *■•  honee  shall  be  counted,  and  if  there  be  less 
At  bis  return,  than  one  hundred  members  present,  the  order  for  taking 
houu^to  be     8UCn  petition  into  consideration  shall  be  immediately  ad* 
For  want  of  journed  to  a  particular  hour  on  the  following  day,  (fitatttar 
to^oura"9'  *""*  CkrUh*u+dmy  always  excepted ;)  and  the  house  shall 
then  adjourn  to  the  said  day ;   and  the  proceedings  of  all 
committees,  subsequent  to  such  notice  from  the  said  Ser- 
jeant, shall  be  void  ;  and,  on  the  said  following  day,  the 
house  shall  proceed  in  the  same  manner ;  and  so  from  day 
present  **      to  daJ>  **U  there  be  an  attendance  of  one  hundred  members 
at  the  reading  of  the  order  of  the  day,  to  take  such  petition 
into  consideration. 
6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  after  summoning  the 
in  presence  of  membess,  and  counting  the  house  as  aforesaid,  one  hundred  * 
The  petition-   Bombers  shall  be  found  to  be  present,  the  petitioners,  by 
ers.  &c.  to  be   themselves,  their  counsel,  or  agents,  and  the  counsel-  or 
ordered  to  the  agent8  0f  the  sitting  members,  shall  be  ordered  to  attend  at 
the  bar,  and  then  the  door  of  the  house  shall  be  locked, 
and  no  member  shall  be   suffered  to  enter  into  or  de- 
part from  the  house  until   the  petitioners,  their  counsel, 
or   agents,   and   the   counsel   or   agents   for   the  sitting 
members,  shall  be   directed  to  withdraw,  as  hereinafter 
is  mentioned;    and  when  the   door  shall   be  locked  as 
aforesaid,  the  order  of  the  day  shall  be   read,  and  the 
names   of  all   the   members  of  the   house,   written   or 
merabersftobe  P"nte<*  on  distinct  pieces  of  parchment  or  paper,  being 

S^Unto six     all  as  near  as  may  be  of  equal   size,  and  rolled  up  in 
fuaes^to  be  ^ne  same  manner,  shall  be  put  in  equal  numbers  into  six 
Srawn  alter-    boxes  or  glasses*  to  be  placed  on  the  table  for  that  purpose, 
read ijy'tbe     <UM*  8na^  there  be  shaken  together ;    and  then  the  clerk  or 
speaker,  till     clerk  assistant  attending  the  house  shall  publicly  draw  out 
49  be  drawn.   0f  |ne  Ba^  g|x  boxes  or  glasses,  alternately,  the  said  pieces 
of  parchment  or  paper,  and  deliver  the  same  to  the  speaker, 
to  be  by  him  read  to  the  house ;    and  so  shall  continue  to 
do,  until  forty-nine  names  of  the  members  then  present  be 
drawn. 
Voting  mem-      6.  Provided  always,  That  if  the  name  of  any  member 
eTectfon  who  shall  have  given  his  vote  at  the  election  so  complained 

or  complain-    of  as  aforesaid,  or  shall  be  a  petitioner  complaining  of  an 
v  *ntb*  undue  election  or  return,  or  against  whose  return  a  petition 

shall  be  then  depending,  or  whose  return  shall  not  have 
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been  brought  in  fourteen  days,  shall  be  drawn ;  his  name  to  b«  set  aside. 
shall  be  set  aside,  with  the  names  of  those  who  are  absent 
from  the  house. 

•    7,  Provided  also,  That  if  the  name  of  any  member  of  sixty  All  above  60 
years  of  age  or  upwards  be  drawn,  he  shall  be  excused  from  cSed,      ** 
serving  on  the  select  committee,  to  be  appointed  as  herein- 
after is  mentioned,  if  he  require  it,  and  verify  the  cause  of 
4uch  acquisition  upon  oath. 

8.  Provided  also,'  That  if  the  name  of  any  member  who  Or  those  who 
has  served  in  such  select  committee  during  the  same  session  ou^iecVcom 
be  drawn,  he  sjttll,  if  he  require  it,  be  excused  from  serving  mitWes  in  the 
again  in  any  such  select  committee,  unless  the  house  shall, same  sessum' 
before  the  day  appointed  for  taking  the  said  petition  into 
consideration,  have  resolved,  that  the  number  of  members  number* wV.o 
who  have  not  served  on  such  select  committee,  in  the  same  have  not 
session,  is  insufficient  to  fulfil  the  purposes  of  this  act,  re-  |55Jj3tnt.  m 
speoting  the  choice  of  such  select  committee. 

9.  Provided  always,  That  no  member,  who  after  having  Members  ex- 
been  appointed  to  serve  in  any  such  select  committee  shall,  SSIL  deemed 
on  account  of  inability  or  accident,  have  been  excused  from  to, have  serv- 
attending  the  same  throughout,  shall  be  deemed  to  have  e  ' 
served  on  any  such  select  committee. 

10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  other  member  J^-^f" 
shall  offer  and  verify  upon  oath  any  other  excuse,  the  sub-  other  Reuses, 
stance  of  the  allegations  so  verified  upon  oath  shall  he  *Jj,e^°eIJ1to 
taken  down  by  the  said  clerk,  in  order  that  the  same  may 

be  afterwards  entered  on  the  journals,  and  the  opinion  of  the 
house  shall  be  taken  thereon ;  and  if  the  house  shall  resolve,  jjjjjj'" resolve 
that  the  said  member  is  unable  to  serve,  or  cannot  without  that  they  are 
great  and  manifest  detriment  serve,  in  such  select  commit-  J"eabto 'bTex- 
tee,  he  also  shall  be  excused  from  such  service.  cused, 

11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  instead  of  the  mem-  instead  of 
bers  so  set  aside  and  excused,  the  names  of  other  members  j'S™  rawn?o 
shall  be  drawn ;  who  may,  in  like  manner,  be  set  aside  or  complete  the 
excused,  and  others  drawn  to  supply  their  places,  until  the  ££"        49' 
whole  number  of  forty-nine  members,  not  liable  to  be  so  set 

aside  or  excused,  shall  be  complete ;  and  the  petitioners,  or  Petitioners 
their  agents,  shall  then  name  one,  and  the  sitting  members,  JJjJJ  JSdrit- 
or  their  agents,  Another,  from  among  the  members  then  pre-  ting  members 
seat,  whose  names  shall  not  have  been  drawn,  to  be  added  ™otor' 
to  those  who  shall  have  been  so  chosen  by  lot. 

12.  Provided  always,  That  either  of  the  members  so  no- 
minated shall  or  may  be  set  aside,  for  any  of  the  same  causes  j**j°  c5JjjJsf{£ 
as  those  chosen  by  lot;  or  shall,  if  he  require  it,  be  excused  set6 aside,  or 
from  serving  on  the  said  select  committee;  and  the  party  excused, 
who  nominated  the  member  so  set;  aside  or  excused,  shall  and  c'thers 
nominate  another  in  his  stead,  and  so  continue  to  do  as  name 
often  as  the  case  shall  happen,  until  his  nominee  is  ad- 
mitted. 

13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  as  soon  as  the  said 
forty-nine  members  shall  have  been  so  chosen  by  lot,  and  JJJJwdTanS 
the  two  members  to  be  added  thereunto  shall  have  been  so  the  house  may 
nominated  as  aforesaid,  the  door  of  the  house  shall  be  opened,  Sfher  busfness. 
and  the  house  may  proceed  upon  any  other  business ;  and 

lists  of  the  forty-nine  members  so  chosen  by  lot  shall  then 
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JLutsofthe40 
to  be  then 
given  to  the 

Setitioners,v 
:c. 
Who  with  the 
clerk  are  to 
withdraw,  and 
to  strike  off 
one  alternate- 
ly, till  the 
number  be  re- 
duced to  13 : 
Clerk  within 
one  hour  to 
deliver  a  list 
of  them ; 

and  they  with 
the  nominees, 
shall  be  sworn 
a  select  com- 
mittee. 


House  to  or- 
der them  to 
meet  in  24 
hours. 


On  withdraw- 
ing the  mem- 
bers not  to  de- 
part till  meet- 
ing ot  com- 
mittee be 
fixed. 

Petitioners, 
<tec.  declaring 
that  any  mem- 
ber drawn,  is 
intended  for  a 
nominee, 

and  member 
consenting 
thereto, 
he  is  to  serve 
as  such,  and 
another  to  be 
drawn  to  sup- 
ply his  place; 

But  on  ne- 
glect of  nomi- 
nation, defi- 
ciencies to  be 
supplied  by 
lot; 


leaving  al- 
ways 15  as  a 
select  com- 
mittee. 

Previous  to' 
taking  petition 


be  given  te  the  petitioners,  their  counsel,  or  agents,  and  the 
counsel  or  agents  for  the  sitting  members,  who  shall  imme- 
diately withdraw,  together  with  the  clerk  appointed  to  at- 
tend the  said  select  committee ;  and  the  said  petitioners. and 
sitting  members,  their  counsel  or  agents,  beginning  on  the 
part  of  the  petitioners,  shall  alternately  strike  off  one  of  the 
said  forty-nine  members,  until  the  said  number  shall  be  re- 
duced to  thirteen;  and  the  said  clerk,  within  one  hour  at 
furthest  from  the  time  of  the  parties  withdrawing  from  the 
house,*  shall  deliver  in  to  the  house  the  names  of  the  thirteen 
members  then  remaining:  and  the  said  thirteen  members, 
together  with  the  two  members  nominated  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  sworn  at  the  table,  well  and  truly  to  try  the  matter 
of  the  "petition  referred  to  them,  and  a  true  judgment  to  give 
according  to  the  evidence ;  and  shall  be  a  select  committee 
to  try  and  determine  the  merits  of  the  return  or  election  ap- 
pointed by  the  house  to  be  that  day  taken  into  consideration; 
and  the  house  shall  order  the  said  select  committee  to  meet 
at  a  certain  time  to  be  fixed  by  the  house,  which  time  shall 
be  within  twenty-four  hours  of  the  appointment  of  the  said 
select  committee,  unless  a  Sunday  or  Christmas-day  shall 
intervene :  and  the  place  of  their  meeting  and  sitting  shall 
be  some  convenient  room  or  place  adjacent  to  the  house  of 
commons,  or  court  of  requests,  properly  prepared  for  that 
purpose. 

14.  Provided  always,  That  on  the  parties  withdrawing 
as  aforesaid,  the  house  shall  continue  sitting ;  and  the  said 
fifty-one  members,  so  chosen  and  nominated,  shall  not  de- 
part  the  house  till  the,  time  for  the  meeting  of  the  said  select . 
committee  shall  be  fixed. 

15.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if 
upon  the  drawing  out  of  the  name  of  any  member  by  lot,  as 
aforesaid,  the  said  petitioners  or  sitting  members,  or  their 
agents,  shall  declare,  that  such  member  is  intended  to  be 
one  of  the  two  nominess  to  be  nominated  by  them  respective- 
ly, and  if  such  member  shall  consent  to  such  nomination,  the 
name  of  such  member  so  drawn  by  lot  shall  be  set  aside} 
and,  unless  objected  to  as  aforesaid,  he  shall  serve  as  such 
nominee,  and  the  name  of  another  member  shall  be  drawn 
to  supply  his  place,  to  complete  the  number  of  forty-nine 
members  to  be  drawn  by  lot;  and  if  the  said  petitioners  or 
sitting  members,  or  their  agents,  shall  not  respectively  no* 
minate  a  member  then  present,  who  shall  be  admitted  ac- 
cording to  the  directions  of  this  act,  then  the  want  of  such 
nomination  shall  be  supplied,  by  drawing  out,  instead  there* 
of,  the  name  of  one  or  two  members,  as  the  case  shall  re- 
quire ;  who  shall  be  drawn  by  lot  in  the  like  manner,  and 
subject  to  the  like  objections  and  excuses  as  the  other 
forty-nine  members  already  drawn  by  lot,  and  shall  be  added 
to  the-lists  of  the  said  forty-nine  members,  and  shall  be 
liable  to  be  struck  off  in  the  same  manner;  leaving  always 
the  number  of  fifteen  members  in  the  whole,  and  no  more, 
as  a  select  committee  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

16.  And,  for  the  greater  dispatch  and  certainty  in  the 
proceeding  herein-before  described,  be  it  further  enacted; 
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That  the  names  of  all  the  members  so  written  and  rolled  up  jgKJJjgn 
as  herein-before  directed,  shall,  previous  to  the  day  ap-  B         on' 
pointed  for  taking  any  such  petition  into  consideration,  be 
prepared  by  the  said  clerk,  or  clerk  assistant,  and  by  him  Clerk  to  put 
put  into  a  box  or  parcel,  in  the  presence  of  the  speaker,  to-  $*  ^SSmLti 
gether  with  an  attestation,  signed  by  the  said  clerk,  or  drawn  into  a 
clerk  assistant,  purporting  that  the  names  of  all  the  mem*  ^nd  attert  °the 
bers  were  by  him  put  therein  the  day  of  Mine- 

in  the  year 
which' saidbox  or  parcel  the  speaker  shall  seal  with  his  own  speaker  to 
seal ;  and  to  the  outside  thereof  shall  annex  an  attestation,  JJj}  JJteJ?  toe 
signed  by  himself,  purporting,  that  the  said  box  or  parcel  making  up' 
was  on  the  day  of  in  the  year  JJSg^  bi$ 

made  up  in  his  presence,  in  the  manner  directed 
by  this  act;  and  that  as  soon  as  the  parties  shall  be  with- 
drawn as  aforesaid,  and  before  the  house  shall  enter  on  any  Names!  of 
other  business,  any  member  may  require,  that  the  names  of  drawn  may  i* 
all  the  members,  which  remain  undrawn,  shall  be  drawn,  ™adk  b?  «* 
and  read  aloud  by  the  said  clerk  or  clerk  assistant 

17.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  select  com- 
mittee shall,  on  their  meeting,  elect  a  chairman  from  among  Chairman  to 
such  of  the  members  thereof  as  shall  have  been  chosen  by  j£  members*' 
lot;  and  if  in  the  election  of  a  chairman  there  be  an  equal  chosen  by  lot. 
number  of  voices,  the  member  whose  name  was  first  drawn  0n  ^^ty, 
in  the  house  shall  have  a  casting  voice ;  so  likewise  in  case  member  first 
there  should  ever  be  occasion  for  electing  a  new  chairman,  a^ttag1"* 
on  the  death,  or  necessary  absence  of  the  chairman  first  voice. 
elected. 

18.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  select  com-  Select  com- . 
mittee  shall  have  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and  JJJJ^Jredto 
records ;  and  shall  examine  all  the  witnesses  who  come  be-  send  for  per- 
fare  them  upon  oath  ;  and  shall  try  the  merits  of  the  return,  famine  wit- 
er  election,  or  both ;  and  shall  determine,  by  a  majority  of  nesses, 
voices  of  the  said  select  committee,  whether  the  petitioners  And  deter. 
or  the  sitting  members,  or  either  of  them,  be  duly  returned  mine  Anally. 
or  elected,  or  whether  the  election  be  void;  which  deter- 
mination shall  be  final  between  the  parties  to  all  intents  - 

and  purposes ;  and  the  house,  on  being  informed  thereof  by  HjJJf^JJJJ' 
the  chairman  of  the  said  select  committee,  shall  order  the  firm,  or  alter 
same  to  be  entered  in  their  journals,  and  give  the  necessary  the  return  > 
directions  for  confirming  or  altering  the  return,  or  for  the 
issuing  a  new  writ  for  a  new  election,  or  for  carrying  the  Or  issue  writ 
said  determination  into  execution,  as  the  case  may  require.  t?on.new  el*c~ 

19.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  select  com-  Select  com- 
mittee shall  sit  every  day  (Stmtfciy  and  CnrwfewM-dayonlyex-  SfStfrafor0 
cepted)  and  shall  never  adjourn  for  a  longer  time  than  twenty-  more  than  24 
four  hours,  unless  a  Sunday  or  a  Christmas-day  intervene,  ie°aUv?. wlUl0ut 
without  leave  first  obtained  from  the  house,  upon  motion, 

and  special  cause  assigned  for  a  longer  adjournment :  and  if  house  then 
in  case  the  house  shall  be  sitting  at  the  time  to  which  the  nessDto  beU" 
said  select  committee  is  adjourned,  then  the  business  of  stayed, 
the  house  shall  be  stayed,  and  a  motion  shall  be  made  for  And  motion 
a  further  adjournment,  for  any  time  to  be  fixed  by  the  house,  {^eJjJ  Jjjr- 
not  exceeding  twenty-four  hours,  unless  a  Sunday  or  Christ'  meot.     u™ 
mas-day  intervene. 
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Sunday  or  20.  An»  foe  it  further  enacted,  That  where  the  tun*  nse- 

u%stmnS'4a,J  a***0*4*  by  *»is  act  for  the  meeting,  sitting  or  adjournment 
not6  tob^g  of  the  said  select  committee,  shall,  by  the  intervention  o£  « 
riudid*1  ln~  Sun*?lt  or  C&rwtot««-4«!/t  exceed  twenty-four  beam*,  such 
meeting,  sitting,  or  adjournment,  shall  be  within  twenty* 
four  hoars  from  the  time  of  appointing  or  fixing  the  same, 
exclusive  of  such  Sunday  or  Christmas*day. 
Select  com-  21.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  member  of  .the 
mittee-mau  said  select  committee  shall  be  allowed  to  absent  himself 
sent t0  without  from  the  same,  without  leave  obtained  from  the  house,  or 
noTc'mmirti*  a"  exeose  allowed  by  the  house  at  the  next  sitting  thereof 
fo^ivtiJi'aff!  on  special  cause  shewn*  and  verified  upon  oath  -r  and  the 
tea?  hbeein^t  ^^  Be*0c*  committee  shall  never  eit,  until  all  the  members 
onV failure  of  to  whom  such  leave  has  not  been  granted,  ner  excuse  al- 
meetin^  with-  lowed,  are  met ;  and  in  case  they  shall  not  all  meet  within 
t'other  ad-r' *  one  hour  after  the  time  to  which  the  said  select  committee 
fe^ade'wS  SDftU  *!ave  ****  *4K>°rned,  a  further  adjournment  shall  be 
reported,'  with  made  in  the  manner  as  before  directed,  and  reported,  with 
thereof"*        tne  causfl  thereof  to  the  house. 

Chairman    at      a*'  ^,NI>  be  *'  ^Hftntlf  en acted,  That  the  chairman  of  the 
nex^Tneethig  said  select  committee  shall,  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
S?  tees*"  *^  house,  always  report  the  name  of  every  member  thereof  who 
'  shaU  have  been  absent  therefrom  without  such  leave  or  ex* 

who  are  to  be  ouse  as  aforesaid  ;  and  such  member  shall  be  directed  to 
tend  next0  "'"  att*nd  thehouse  at  the  next  sitting  thereof,  and  shall  then,  be 
sitting  P  ordered  to  be  taken  into  the  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms 
attending  the  house  for  snch  neglect  of  his  duty, and, othesv 
and  be  censur-  wj8e  punished  or  censured  at  the  discretion  of  the  .boose, 

dor  punished        ,         .,.    •     ■«  ^,»i  .      .#     •  •    ii_    *.    .,   J 

at  discretion,   unless  it  shall  appear  to  the  bouse,  by  facts  specially  stated 
and  verified  upon  oath,  that  such  member  was,  by  a  sodden 
pSlJed^i0*  ardent,  or   by  necessity,  prevented  from  attending  the 
voidable.        said  select  committee. 

23.  Ann  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  if  more  than  tw» 
Ittendd°conv  ■Mubers  of  the  said  select  committee  shall  on  any  account 
mitree'  to  wd-  be  absent  therefrom,  the  said  select  committee  shall  ad- 
journ ;           journ  in  the  manner  herein-before  directed ;  and  so-  from 

time  to  time,  until  thirteen  members  are  assembled. 

24.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case  the  number. 
days ^th/n3  to  of  members  able  to  attend  the  said  select  committee  shall, 
be  dissolved  by  death  or  otherwise,  be  unavoidably  reduced  to  less  than 
chosen ;          thirteen,  and  shall  so  continue  for  the  space  of  three  sitting 

days,  the  said  select    committee  shall  be  dissolved, ,  and 

another  chosen  to  try  and  determine  the  matter  of  smth.  pe- 

and  past  pro-  t***on  in  manner  aforesaid  ;  and  all  the  proceedings  of  the 

ceedmg*  to  he  said  former  select  committee  shall  be  void,  and  of  ne  ef* 

void.  feot. 

Resolutions  of  26.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  the  said  select 
r°hnmitree'd  committee  shall  come  to  any  resolution  other  than  the  de- 
termination of  termination  above  mentioned,  they  shall,  if  they  think 
complaint,  proper,  report  the  same  to  the  house  for  their  opinion,  at 
mny  e  repo  -  ^  m]Qe  ^.^  that  the  chairman  of  the  said  select  committee 
shall  inform  the  house  of  such  determination ;  and  the 
jn^ymake01*6  °^vlae  ma3r  confirm  or  disagree  with  such  resolution,  and 
order  thereon,  make  such  orders  thereon,  as  to  them  shall  seem  proper. 

26.  Provided  always,  That  if  any  person  summoned  by 
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the  said  select  committee,  shall  disobey  such  summons,  or  Persons  dis. 
if  any  witness  before  such  select  committee  shall  prevari-  obeying  tuni- 
cate, or  shall  otherwise  misbehave  in  giving,  or  refusing  to  ™ar?catin?,pre* 
give  evidence  ;  the  chairman  of  the  said  select  committee,  t0  be  reported 
by  their  directions,  may  at  any  time,  during  the  course  of  by  the  chair- 
their  proceedings,  report  the  same  to  the  bouse  for  the  man* 
interposition  of  their  authority  or  censure,  as  the  case  shall 
require. 

27.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  whenever  the  said  when  com. 
•select  committee    shall    think  it  necessary  to  deliberate  mittee    cbuse 
amongst  themselves,  upon  any  question  which  shall  arise  f j|«  Joomto £« 
in  the  course  of  the  trial,  or  upon  the  determination  thereof,  cleared. 

or  upon  any  resolution  concerning  the  matter  of  the  petition 
referred  to  them  as  aforesaid  p  as  soon   as  the  said  select 
committee  shall  have  heard  the  evidence  and  counsel  on 
both  sides  relative  thereunto,  the  room  or  place  wherein 
they  shall  sit  shall  be  cleared,  if  they  shall  think  proper, 
while  the  members  of  the  said  select  committee  consider  Questions    to 
thereof;  and  all  such  questions,  as  well  as  such  determine  *  be  determined 
tton,and  all  other  resolutions,  shall  be  by  a  majority  of  c^a^n"?© 
voices  :  and  if  the  voices  shall  be  equal,  the  chairman  shall  bave  *  citing 
have  a  casting  voice.  vote" 

28.  .Provided  always,  That  no  such  determination  as  No  determi- 
aforesaid  shall  be  made,  nor  any  question  be  proposed,  un-  Jf^prelSntl 
less  thirteen  members  shall  be  present ;  and  no  member  nor  any  mem- 
shall  have  a  vote  on  such  determination,  or  any  other  ques-  5^0h«Jnotat. 
tion  or  resolution,  who  has  not  attended  during  every  sit-  tended  every 
ting  of  the  said  select  committee.  sitting. 

29.  Awd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  oaths  by  this  act  $*h^*l Jn  g 
directed  to  be  taken  in  the  house,  shall  be  administered  by  be  admwister- 
the  said  clerk  or  clerk  assistant,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  ^fer?.the 
oaths  of  allegiance  and  supremacy  are  administered  in  the 

house  of  commons :  and  that  the  oaths  by  this  act  directed  and  those  be- 
to  be  taken  before  the  said  select  committee,  shall  be  admi-  comiSttee^by 
nistered  by  the  clerk  attending  the  said  select  committee ;  their  clerk. 
and  that  ah  persons  who  shall  be  guilty  of  wilful  and  cor-  Jg*Kf|x_  ^ 
rupt  perjury  in  any  evidence  which  they  shall  give  before  tended  there* 
the  house,  or  the  said  select  cemmittee,  in  consequence  of t0* 
the  oath  which  they  shall  have  taken  by  the  direction  of 
this  act,  shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  incur  and  suffer  the 
like  pains  and  penalties  to  which  any  other  person,  con* 
victed  of  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury,  is  liable  by  the  laws 
and  statutes  of  this  realm. 

30.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act  shall  con-  Act  to  conti- 
tinue  in  force  seven  years,  and  till  the  end  of  the  session  of  J£Jre. r  6evcn 
parliament  next  after  the  expiration  of  the  said  seven  years, 

and  no  longer. 

Anno  10<>  Georgii  III.  Cap.  41 

An  Act  to  enable  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons  to  is*  Repealed    by 
sue  his  Warrants  to  make  out  new  Writs  for  the  Choice  of^z£to' 
Members  to  serve  in  Parliament,  in  the  Room  of  such  Mem* 
iters  as. shall  die  storing  the  Recess  of  Parliament, 

A.  ©.  mo. 

T  2 
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Anvo  10°  Georgii  IIL  Cap.  50. 

An  Act  for  the  further  preventing  Delays  of  Justice  by  rea- 
son of  Privilege  of  Parliament.  A.  D.  1770. 

Whereas  the  several  laws  heretofore  made  for  restrain- 
ing the  privilege  of  parliament,  with  respect  to  actions  ox 
suits  commenced  and  prosecuted  at  any  time  from  and  im- 
mediately after  the  dissolution  or  prorogation  of  .any  par- 
liament, until  a  new  parliament  should  meet,  or  the  same 
be  re-assembled,  and  from  and  immediately  after  an  ad- 
journment of  both  houses  of  parliament  for  above  the  space 
of  fourteen  days,  until  both  houses  shall  meet  or  assemble, 
are  insufficient  to  obviate  the  inconveniences  arising  from 
the  delay  of  suits  by   reason  of  privilege  of  parliament ; 
whereby  the  parties  often  lose  the  benefit  of  several  terms  : 
For  the  preventing  of  all  delays  the  king  or  his  subjects 
may  receive  in  prosecuting  their  several  rights,  titles,  debts, 
Aft  r 24  June  dues,  demands,  or  suits,  for  which  they  have  cause,  Be  it 
i77o,rsuits     '  enacted,  &c.  That  from  and  after  the  twenty-fourth  day  of 
ISedS  courts  June>  1770,  any  person  or  persons  shall  and  may,  at  any 
of  record,        time,  commence  and  prosecute  any  action  or  suit  in  any 
Smiraity  and  couit«£record,  or  court  of  equity,  or  of  admiralty,  and  in 
courts  having,  all  causes  matrimonial  and  testamentary,  in  any  court  hav- 
causes*  mLri-  *n8  cognizance  of  causes  matrimonial  and  testamentary, 
monial  and    against  any  peer  or  lord  of  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  or 
a?afnsf npeera,  afiaiDat  any  of  the  knights,  citizens,  and  burgesses,  and  the 
and  members  commissioners  for  shires  and  burghs  of  the  house  of  com- 
commousfaiu!  mon8  of  Great  Britain  for  the  time  being,  or  against  their 
their  servants,  or  any  of  their  menial  or  any  other  servants,  or  any  other 
*c*  person  entitled  to  the  privilege  of  parliament  of  Great.  Bri* 

tain  :  and  no  such  action,  suit,  or  any  other  process  or  pro* 
ceeding  thereupon,  shall  at  any  time  be  impeached,  stayed 
or  delayed,  by  or  under  colour  or  pretence  of  any  privilege 
of  parliament. 
But  the  2.  Provided  nevertheless,  and  be  it  further  enacted  by 

persons  of  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  ex- 
tfce^ouseof  tend  to  subject  the  person  of  any  of  the  knights,  citizens* 
commons,  not  and  burgesses,  or  the  commissioners  of  shires  and  burgh* 
orimprfsoned.  °f the  house  of  commons  of  Great  Britain  for  the  time  being, 
to  be  arrested  or  imprisoned  upon  any  such  suit  or  pro* 

Court   out  of  cee(*ing*. 

which  writ  3.  And  whereas  the  process  by  distringas  is    dilatory 

orSr^the"1^- ani*  expensive ;  for  remedy  thereof,  Be  it  enacted  -by 
sues  to  be  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  court  out  of  which  the 
™  ■?£?«  J10"  w"fc  proceeds,  may  order  the  issues  levied  from  time  to 
thereby  to  be  time  to  be  sold,  and  the  money  arising  thereby  to  be  op- 

cofts^to^iK  plie<*  to  Pfty  8Ucn  costs  tq  the  plaintiff,  as  the  said  court 
tiff.  shall  think  just  under  all  the  cicu instances,  to  order  :  and 

retained  *tiue  the  surplus  to  be  retained  until  the  defendant  shall  have 
appearance  of  appeared  or  other  purpose  of  the  writ  be  answered. 
mSSufpose  4*  P*°vided  always,  when  the  purpose  of  the  writ  is 
is  answered,  answered,  That  then  the  said  issues  shall  be  returned  ;  or, 
tunredTor,rif  if  sold,  what  shall  remain  of  the  money  arising  by  such 
sold,  money    sale,  shall  be  repaid  to  the  party  distrained  upon. 

remaining    to    * 
be  repaid. 


AVPB9D1X.J  11  Cr,  III.  CAP.  4$.  ci 

5.  And  be  it  further  declared  and  enacted  by  the  au-  Obedience  to 
thority  aforesaid,  That  obedience  may  be  enforced  to  any  colfr^ofklng's 
rulc-of  his  majesty's  courts  of  king's  berieh,  common  pleas,  bench,  com- 
or  exchequer,  against  any  person  entitled  to  privilege  of  Chequer!'01 
parliament,  by  distress  infinite,  in  case  any  person  or  per-  may  be  en- 
son9  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  such  rule  shall  cause  to  pvo-  treMdiuInit£ 
ceed  in  that  way. 

6.  And  whereas  an  act  was  made  in  the  12tb  and  13th  Act  *2  and  is 
years  of  the  reign  of  king  William  the  Third,  intituled,1"3 

'  An  act  for  preventing  any  inconveniences  that  may  hap- 
pen by  privilege  of  parliament ;'  Be  it  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority aforesaid,  That  from  and  after  the  said  twenty- 
fourth  day  of  June,  the  said  act,  and  also  this  act,  shall  extended  to 
extend  to  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland.  Scotland. 


Anno  11°  Gcorgh.  III.  Cap.  42. 

An  Act  to  explain  and  amend  an  Act,  made  in  the  last  Session 
of  Parliament,  intituled,  An  Act  to  regulate  the  Trials  of 
controverted  Elections,  or  Returns  of  Members  to  serve  in 
Parliament.  A.  D.  1771, 

Whereas  an  act  was  passed  in  the  last  session  of  parlia- 
ment, intituled, '  An  act  to  regulate  the  trials  of  contro-  ActioGeo. ».. 
verted  elections,  or  returns  of  members  to  serve  in  parlia- 
ment ;'  and  whereas  further  provisions  may  be  necessary 
to  prevent  all^obstructions  and  difficulties,  which  in  certain 
cases  may  arise  in  the  execution  of  the  said  act :  Be  it 
therefore  enacted,  &c.  That  from  and -after  the  passing  of  £25/5?™* 
this  act,  if  several  parties,  on  distinct  interests  or  grounds  complaint    of 
of  complaint,  shall  present  separate  petitions,  complaining  !££"«?£ *n£ 
of  an  undue  election,  or  return  of  a  member  or  members  to  tice  and  orders 
serve  in  parliament,  the  same  notices  and  orders  shall  be  p^es8^?  *° 
given  to  all  sach  parties,  or  their  respective  agents,  as  their  agents. 
by  the  said  act  are  directed  to  be  given  to  the  sitting  mem- 
bers, or  the  petitioners  therein  mentioned,  or  their  respec- 
tive agents. 

2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  clause  in  the  said  clause  in  act 
act,  Which  provides  that  no  petition  shall  be  taken  into  10«  p«*  s-  *** 
consideration  within  fourteen  days  after  the  appointment  pca  e  * 

of  the  committee  of  privileges,  be  repealed  :  and  that  from 
henceforth  no  petition  complaining  of  an  undue  election,  or 
return1  of  a  member  or  members  to  serve  in  parliament, 
shall  be  taken  into  consideration  within  fourteen  days  after 
the  commencement  of  the  session  of  parliament  in  which  it 
is  presented,  nor  within  fourteen  days  after  the  return  to 
which  it  relates,  shall  be  brought  into  the  office  of  the  clerk 
of  the  crown. 

3.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  if  at  the  time  of  draw-  [f  at  tiie  time 
ing  by  lot  the  names  of  the  members,  in  manner  prescribed  of  drawing,  -w 
by  the  said  act,  the  number  of  forty-nine  members,  not  set  Stfwm-11' 
aside  nor  excused,  carfhot  be  completed,  the  house  shall  pieted,  the 
proceed  in  the  manner  they  are  directed  by  the  said  act  to  ceedtonSS". 
proceed,  in  case  there  be  less  than  one  hundred  members.  "er  directed 
present  at  the  time  therein  prescribed  for  counting  the  cfeofs.10' 
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house ;  and  so  from  day  to  day,  as  often  as  the  case*  shall 
happen. 
On  the  day  4.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  on  the  day  appointed 
heari'ngcom-  far  taking  any  petition,  complaining  of  an  undue  election, 
plaints  of  un-  or  return  of  a  member  or  members  to  serve  in  parliament, 
tjietou^shaft  into  consideration,  the  house  shall  not  proceed  to  any  other 
not  proceed  to  business  whatsoever,  except  the  swearing  of  members,  pre- 
previous^698  vious  to  the  reading  of  the  order  of  the  day  for  that  purpose. 
reading  the  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  the  select  commit- 
ord*r*  tee  shall  have  occasion  to  apply  or  report  to  the  house,  in 

Manner  of  ad-  relation  to  adjournment  of  the  said  select  committee,  the 
journing  tfae  absence  of  the  members  thereof,  or  the  non-attendance  or 
select  commi  mi85enavi01ir  0f  witnesses  summoned  to  appear,  or  appear- 
ing before  them,  and  the  house  shall  be  then  adjourned  for 
more  than  three  days,  the  said  select  committee  may  also 
adjourn  to  the  day  appointed  for  the  meeting  of  the  house. 
If  on  com-  (j.  a.nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  on  a  complaint  by 
riue'eiection,  petition  of  an  undue  election  or  return,  there  shall  be  more 
£ere  fhai^tw*  *^aw  *w0  Par^e8  btfbre  the  house,  on  distinct  interest,  or  com- 
feartfcs  on  di£  plaining  or  complained  of  upon  different  grounds,  whose 
tinct  interest,  tight  to  be  elected  or  returned  may  be  affected  by  the  de- 
each  party  termination  of  the  said  select  committee,  each  of  the  said 
^^JJjJ*^  parties  shall  successively  strike  off  a  member  from  the 
from  the  49,  forty-nine  membeis  to  be  chosen  by  lot,  until  the  same 
unSf^dllced  n,imDer  De  reduced  to  thirteen,  in  the  same  manner  as  by 
to  13.  the  said  act  is  directed  for  the  striking  off  a  member  alter- 

<       nately  by  the  parties  therein  mentioned ;  and  the  lists  of 
the  forty-nine  members  chosen  by  lot  shall,  for  this  pur- 
pose, be  given  to  all  the  said  parties,  and  the  order  in 
which  the  said  parties  shall  so  strike  off  the  said  members 
shall  be  determined  by  lot  after  they  are  withdrawn  from 
the  bar,  and  in  such  case,  neither  of  the  said  parties  (there 
being  more  than  two)  shall  be  permitted  to  name  a  member 
to  be  added  to  the  members  so  drawn  by  lot  as  aforesaid  \ 
>vhen  the  list  but  that  as  soon  as  the  list  of  thirteen  members  shall  be 
ther  housedthe  returned  by  the  parties  to  the  house,  such  thirteen  mem- 
13  members  to  bers  shall  immediately  withdraw,  and  shall  by  themselves 
withdraw;      chuse  two  members  then  present  in  the  house,  whose  names 
and  within      shall  not  have  been  drawn,  to  be  added  to  the  said  thirteen 
port  tte  names  members  ;  and  shall,  within  one  hour  from  the  time  of  their 
of  such  two    withdrawing,  report  the  names  of  such  two  members  to  the 
members.       house ;  which  two  members  shall  be  liable  to  be  set  aside, 
on  the  like  objections  for  which  nominees  may  be  set  aside 
in  case  such   by  virtue  of  the  said  act ;  and  in  case  such  two  members, 
sha°imb?setrs  or  either  of  them,  shall  be  set  aside  for  any  of  the  causes 
aside,  they      aforesaid,  then  the  said  thirteen  members  shall  chuse  one 
others,  iSqSI    or  **Q  other  members,  as  the  case  shall  require,  until  two 
two  are  members  are  chosen,  ? gainst  whom  none  of  the  objections 

cioseu.  to  nomjnee8  mentioned  in  the  said  act  shall  be  taken  and 

allowed ;  and  that  the  names  of  such  two  members  shall  be 
then  added  to  the  said  list  of  thirteen  members ;  and  all 
the  said  fifteen  members  shall  be* sworn  at  the  table,  and 
they  shall  be  the  select  committee  appointed  for  the  pur- 
pose expressed  in  this  and  the  said  former  act. 
7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  where  the  said  no? 


iMMfin  M*  by  this  act  directed  fe>  be  nanod  by  the  said  where ' 
thirteen  members,  no  member  present  at  the  time  of  the  bai-  rm'i«V°i 
lot  shall  depart  from  the  home  until  the  time  for  the  meet-  n*«>Ml, 
in*  of  the  aaid  select  committee  shall  be  f  xed.  v'nali 

A»>i)  11°    Gmuii  III.  Cap.  55.  !J'ffiIJS, 

;{»  Att  *n  mf»p>u>i(fl(i?  John  Burnett,  iv.   uirrf  sillers  /rrai  "'c  ,; 

noting   nl  £4eciie**  of  Membm  to    serve  in  Parliament, 

and  for  the  preventing  Bribery  and  Corrautwn  in  the  EUc- 

tie*  4f  Memberi  to  serve  in  Purhamenl  for  the  Bonmgh  of 

New  Shoreaam,  »  the  County  of  .Sussex.        A.  D.  1771. 

:omipt  society  catling  itself 

r  several  years  subsisted  in 

in  the  county  of  Sussex,  and 

of  persons  having  a  right  to 

3  serve  in  parliament  tor  the 

it  appears  that  the  chief  end 

society,  was  fat  toe  purpose 

i  the  seat  or  seats  in  parlia- 

1  whereas  John  Burnett,  Sec. 

the  said  society :'  in  urdei 

vful  practices  for  the  future, 

l  henceforth  be  duly  iepre- 

cted,  &c.  That  the  said  John 

be,  and  by  virtue  of  this  act 

ted  and  disabled  from  giving 

i  chuaing  a  member  or  mem- 

I  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
ad  may  be  lawful  to  and  for 

he  age  of  twenty-one  years,  Freehold 
pe  of  Bramber,  in  the  said  J?^,^ 
I'  the  clear  yearly  value  of 
t  at  every  election  of  a  bur- 
parliament,  for  the  said  bo- 

by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
uember  or  members  to  serve  RiiM  or 
ugh  of  New  Shorehant,  shall  **"*' '"  * 
in  such  freeholders  as  afore- 
y  the  custom  and  usage  of 

II  hereafter  have,  a  right  to 
bose  names  are  mentioned 
isabled  by  this  act  only  ex- 
other  proper  officer  lor  the 
of  such  precept  or  writ  does 
iturn  the  person  or  persons 
lid  borough,  who  shall  have 

the  major  number  of  votes  of  such  freeholders,  and  other 
persons  having  a  right  to  vote  at  such  election,  (except 
such  persons  as  are  he  re  in -before  excepted)  any  law  or 
usage  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

4.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  £™*Md. 
That  every  such  freeholder  before  he  is  admitted  to  poll  at  eStSiuh  ° 
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any  election  for  the  said  borough,  shall,  if  required  by  the 
candidates,  or  any  of  them,  or  any  other  person  haying  a 
right  to  vote  at  the  said  election,  first  take  the  oath,  (or 
being-  one  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  the  solemn  affir- 
mation) following,  viz. 

"  You  shall  swear,  or  being  a  Quaker  solemnly  affirm, 
that  you  are  (a  freeholder  in  the  rape  of  Bramber,  in  the 
county  of  Sussex,  and  have  a  freehold  estate  consisting  of 

(specifying  the  nature  thereof, 
and  if  it  consists  in  messuages,:  lands,  or  tithes,  in  whose 
occupation  the  same  are  ;  and  if  in  rent,  the  names  of  the 
owners  or  possessors  of  the  tenements,  out  of  which  such 
rent  is  issuing,  or  some  of  them)  lying  or  being  at 
within  the  rape  of  Bramber,  in  the  county  of  Sussex,  of  the 
clear  yearly  value  of  forty  shillings,  over  and  above  all 
rents  and  charges  payable  out  of  or  in  respect  of  the  same ; 
and  that  you  have  been  in  the  actual  possession  or  receipt 
of  the  rents  and  profits  thereof,  for  your  own  use,  above 
twelve  calendar  months ;  (or  that  the  same  came  to  you 
within  the  time  aforesaid  by  descent,  marriage,  marriage 
settlement,  devise,  or  promotion  to  a  benefice  in  a  church, 
or  by  promotion  to  an  office)  and  that  such  freehold  estate 
has  not  ^een  granted  or  made  to  you  fraudulently,  on  pur- 
pose to  qualify  you  to  give  your  vote ;  and  that  the  place 
of  your  abode  is  at  in 

and  that  you  are  twenty-one  years  of  age  as  you  believe ; 
and  that  you  have  not  been  polled  before  at  this  election/' 

"Which  oath  or  solemn  affirmation,  the  constable,  or  other 
proper  officer  to  whom  the  return  of  any  writ  or  precept 
for    such    election  shall  belong,    is    hereby  required  to 
administer,  and  in  case  any  freeholder  or  other  person, 
taking  the  said  oath   or   affirmation   hereby  appointed, 
shall  thereby  commit  wilful  perjury,  and  be  thereof  con- 
Of  perjury,  the  victed ;  or  if  any  person  shall  unlawfully  and  corruptly 
penalties..       procure  or  suborn  any  freeholder  or  other  person  to  take 
the  said  oath  or  affirmation,'  in  order  to  be  polled,  whereby 
he  shall  commit  such  wilful  perjury,  and  shall  be] thereof 
convicted,  he  and  they,  for  every  such  offence  respectively, 
shall  incur  such  penalties  as  are  inflicted  on  persons  guilty 
of  perjury  or  subornation  of  perjury,  in  and  by  two  acts  of 
Act5Eliz.and  parliament,  one  made  in  the  6th  year  of  the  reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  (intituled,  An  act  for  punishing  such  persons  as 
shall  procure  or  commit  wilful  perjury,  or  suborn  or  pro- 
cure any  person  to  commit  any  wilful  or  corrupt  perjury); 
Act  2  G.  2.      an(|  the  0ther  made  in  the  2d  year  of  his  late  majesty's 
reign,  (intituled,  An  act  for  the  more  effectual  preventing 
and  further  punishment  of  forgery,  perjury,  and  suborna- 
tion of  perjury,  and  to  make  it  felony  to  steal  bonds,  notes, 
or  other  securities  for  payment  of  money,)  contrary  to  the 
said  acts. 
bac^^p^Dt     *•  And  be  u  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
the  day  of  the  that  such  constable,  or  other  proper  officer  to  whom  'any 
JJpeipt there'-  writ  or  precept  shall  be  directed  for  making  any  election 
for  the  said  borough,  shall,  upon  the  reception  of  such 
writ  or  precept,  indorse  upon  the  back  thereof  the  day  of 
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his  receipt  thereof,  in  the  presence  of  the  party  from  whom 
he  received  such  precept ;  and  shall  forthwith  cause  public 
notice  to  be  given  within  thej  said  borough  of  New  Shore' 
hm,  and  at  the  towns  of  Bramber  and  Steyning,  in  the  said 
county  of  Sussex,  by  fixing  up  a  notice  thereof  in  writing 
on  the  market  houses  or  on  the  doors  of  the  churches  of 
the  said  towns,  of  the  day  of  election  ;  and  shall  proceed 
to  election  thereupon  within  the  space  of  twelve  days,  and 
not  less  than  eight  days,  next  after  his  receipt  of  the  same 
precept. 

6.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  this  act  shall  be  publicly  read  at  every  election  for  the  JSld^ubiidy. 
said  borough  of  New  Shoreham,  immediately  after  the  acts 
directed  by  any  act  of  parliament  to  be  read  thereat,  and 
before  the  persons  present  shall  proceed  to  make  such  elec- 
tion. 


Anno  12<>  Georoii  III.  Cap.  21. 

An  Act  for  giving  Belief  in  Proceedings  upon  Writs  of  Man- 
damus for  the  Admission  of  Freemen  into  Corporations; 
and  for  other  Purposes  therein  mentioned.        A.  D.  1772. 

Whereas  divers  persons,  who  have  a  right  to  be  ad- 
mitted citizens,  burgesses,  or  freemen,   of  divers  cities, 
towns  corporate,  boroughs,  cinque  ports,  and  places,  with- 
in that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England  and  Wales, 
being  refused  to  be  admitted  thereto,  have,  in  many  cases, 
no  other  ordinary  remedy  to  procure  themselves  to  be  ad- 
mitted  to  the  franchises  of  being  citizens,  burgesses,  or 
freemen,  than  by  writs  of  mandamus,  the  proceedings  on 
which  are  very  dilatory  and  expensive  ;  and,  although  any 
such  writ  of  mandamus  is  obeyed,  the  person  applying  is 
nevertheless  put  to  great  and  unnecessary  trouble,  delay, 
and  expence ;  and  whereas  by  the  laws  now  in  being,  in 
many  cases,  no  provision  is  made  for  giving  costs  to  the 
party  suing  out  any  such  writ  where  the  same  is  obeyed : 
for  remedy  whereof,  be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  from  and  after.  After  August 
the  first  day  of  August,  1772,  where  any  person  shall  be  en-  l»  ^  any 
titled  to  be  admitted  a  citizen,  burgess,  or  freeman,  of  any  Stiedto  be 
such  city,  town  corporate,  borough,  cinque  port,  or  place,  citSittelr* 
and  shall  apply  to  the  mayor,  or  other  person,  officer  or  of  any  city/ 
officers,  in  such  city,  town  corporate,  borough,  cinque  port,  t° thePply"ig 
or  place,  who  hath  or  have  authority  to  admit  citizens,  bur-  &c.  to™thatr' 
gesses  and  freemen  therein,  to  be  admitted  a  citizen,  bur-  f^,^?6'  ***' 
gess  or  freeman  thereof;  and  shall  give  notice,  specifying  tlce,  spScSyt 
the  nature  of  his  claim,  to  such  mayor,  or  other  officer  or  J3^jJecin*ture 
officers,  that  if  he  or  they  shall  not  so  admit  such  person  &c.  Mi?  audi 
a  citizen,  burgess,  or  freeman,  within  one  month  from  the  SSPref"'' 
time  of  such  notice,  the  court  of  king's  bench  will  be  ap-  admit  such*  ° 
plied  to  for  a  writ  of  mandamus,  to  compel  such  admission  ;  JJjJ^ilS^  a 
and  if  such  mayor,  or  other  officer  or  officers,  shall,  after  shall  issue  for 
aneh  notice,  refuse  or  neglect  to  admit  such  person,  and  a  S'S&t^ 
writ  of  mandamus  shall  afterwards  issue  to  compel  such  mayor  to  pay6 
mayor,  or  other  officer  or  officers,  to  make  such  admission, aI1  costs- 
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and,  in  obedience  to  such  writ,  siwfc  persons -afca-M -he  ad- 
ntiiled  iij  ike  Mid  major,  ar  other  ottcer orofioerat -a  ra- 
liaeo,  burgess,  or  freeman  of  anca  city,  towa  .coVponair, 
borough/  cinque  port,  or  place,  ta>en>  such.  ■  [kmd  snail 
(unless  the  court  shall  see  just  cuke  to  the  niintneutj^oa. 
taia  and  receive  from  lb*  said  mayor,  or  other  whneeriBr 
,  oKcers  so  neglecting  or  retosiog  ai  aforesaid;  all  the  tarts 
to  whiih  he  shall  have  been  put  ra  apalyinR  for,  n 111 H  briny, 
and  serving  such  writ  of  -auoilnwiiu,  and  ealoKingtboeaiBC, 
by  a  rule  to  be  made  by  the  court  out  of  which  sjearvnat 
shall  issue,  for  the  payment  thereof',  together  wielithe  casts 
of  applying  for,  obtaining,  serving,  and  rnfonaan  tie  aaid 
rule ;  and  if  the  rule  ae  to  be  made  shall  not  be  obeyed, 
then  the  same  shall  be  enforced  ia  soeh  mutter,  m  other 
rules  made  by  the  said  court  aee-oi  may  fcacntarcadby 

2.  And,  in  ordi 
Kreempniobe  are,  from  time  to  Ui 
iX«tui«ii-  citJ>  corporation,  fc 
tn,:-  ii  admi  acted  by  the  author! 
m'uL^mpPh  clerk,  or  other  offi 
fiereof.  cinque  port,  havin) 

cords  of  the  same, 

mho  or  burgesses, 

and  their  agent  or  . 

the  hours  of  nine  in 

to  inspect  the  entri 

other  inferior  [carp 

therefrom,  paying  ft 

sixpence ;  and  for  i: 
Mayor, bailiff,  neventy-two  words. 
inspecttw"^  P01*"*"  Cor  all  sucl 
suiieniriej,     bailiff,  town  clerk, 

Sta*™tiS«oi;l>'  'n»BBction  °f  »»y  ■' 

shall,  forevtry  thereof,  as  before  d 

loStto  o*'ri-  denial  or  refusal, 

cover&i  bydo  pounds  to  any  pew 

w^msT    covered,  with  full  c 

incmed  villi,  his   majesty's  cour 

X™*h/™«  wtton  jt  shall  be  i 

shall  have        bis  declaration,  tbl 

"™*Bl  are  indebted  to  the  i     .   ,  

pounds  for  money  had  and  received  to  his  use;  pmvidwt 
that  such  action  shall  be  commenced  within  the  space  af  o«p 
year  after  the  cause  ef  it  shall  have  arisen,  and  not  nfter- 

Anno  14°  C p.onGn  111.  Cap  14. 
.in  Act  for  making  perpetual  lira   Aits,  passed  in  the  ILKA 
and  ilth  IV'uim  u/i'/ii-  lieigit  uj  hU  jire.i-.id  Majesty^ fin- re- 
gulating the  Trials  of  controverted  Election*,  or  Re-tunu  «/ 
Members  to  serve  in  Parliament.  A.  D.  1774. 

Ad  int..  x       Whereas  an  act  passed  io  the  10th  year  of  the  reign  of 
and;        bis  present  msjesiy,  intituled,  '  An  act  to  regulate  the  trials 
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of  controverted  elections,  or  returns  of  members  to  serve  in 
parliament/  which  act  was  made  to  continue  for  a  limited 
time  only;  and  whereas  another  act,  passed  in  the  11th 
year  of  the  reign  of  his  said  majesty,  intituled,  '  An  act  to 
explain  and  amend  an  act,  made  in  the  last  session  of  par- 
liament, intituled,  an  act  to  regulate  the  trials  of  contro-  Act  £.  Geo.  3. 
verted  elections,  or  returns  of  members  to'  serve  in  parlia- 
ment;' and  whereas  the  provisions  of  the  said  recited  acts 
are  well  adapted  to  procure  to  the  commons  of  this  realm  a 
free  and  impartial  trial  of  controverted  elections  of  members 
to  serve  in  parliament;  and  have  been  found,  by  experience, 
to  be  practicable  and  beneficial :  may  it  therefore  please 
your  majesty  that  it  may  be  enacted,  and  be  it  enacted,  &c. 
That  the  said  recited  acts,  passed  in  the  10th  and  11th  years 
of  bis  present  majesty,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby  made,  per-  {^•JfSJE' 
petual.  act. 

Anno  14°  Georgii  III.  Cap.  68. 

An  Ad  for  repeating  an  Act  made  in  the  First  Year  of  the 
Reign  of  King  Henry  the  Fifth,  and  so  much  of  several 
Acts  of  the  8th,  lOt A,  and  23d  Years  of  King  Henry  the 
Sixth,  at  relates  to  the  Residence  of  Persons  to  be  elected 

'  Members  to  serve  in  Parliament ,  or  of  the  Persons  by  whom 
they  are  to  be  chosen.  A.  D.  1774. 

Whereas  an  act  of  parliament  was  made  in  the  first  year 
of  the  reign  of  king  Henry  the  fifth,  ordaining  and  establish- 
ing what  sort  of  people  shall  be  chosen,  and  who  shall  be 
the  choosers  of  the  knights  and  burgesses  of  the  parliament; 
and  also  an  act  in  the  8th  year  of  the  reign  of  king  Henry 
the  sixth,  ordaining  what  sort  of  men  shall  be  choosers,  and 
who  shall  be  chosen  knights  of  the  parliament :  and  also  an 
act  in  the  10th  year  of  the  reign  of  his  said  majesty,  requir- 
ing* certain  things  in  him  who  shall  be  a  chooser  of  the 
knights  of  parliament ;  and  also  an  act  in  the  23d  year  of 
the  reign  of  his  3aid  majesty,  directing  who  shall  be  knights 
^br  the  parliament,  the  manner  of  their  election,  and  the  Acts  so  far  as 
remedy  where  one  is  chosen  and  another  returned :  and  theV^idence 
whereas  several  provisions  contained  in  the  said  acts  have  of  members  , 
been  found,  by  long  usage,  to  be  unnecessary,  and  are  be-  rePcaled- 
come  obsolete ;  in  order  therefore  to  obviate  all  doubts  that 
may  arise  upon  the  same,  may  it  please  your  majesty  that 
it  may  be  enacted,  and  be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  the  said  act, 
made  in  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  his  majesty  king  Henry 
the  fifth,  and  every  part  thereof;  and  so  much  of  the  said 
several  acts,  made  in  the  8th,  the  10th,  and  the  23d  years  of 
the  reign  of  his  majesty  king  Henry  the  6th,  as  relates  to 
the  residence  of  persons  to  be  erected  members  to  serve  in 
parliament,  or  of  the  persons  by  whom  they  are  to  be  chosen, 
shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 


30  G.  i  ii.  cap.  Wi 
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.4ti  Act  to  rem* 

WlIEBKHStbliS 

rights  of  persons 

of  the  shire  to  a 

Britain,  called  E 

cution,  and  grea 

caaioned  by  the 

county  elections 

n  to  of,  be  it  enacte. 

2b.   January,  1781, i 

~>i-    knight  or  knight 

no     that  part  of  Gre 

«g   pality  of  Wales, 

}„    tenements,  whict 

it*   fore  such  electioi 

h      aid  granted  or  i 

and  aiaeuulite,  it 
shall  claim  to  v< 
such  messuages, 
or  their  tenant « 

£S      2.  Provided 

i,  such  rating  and  , 
be  construed  to 
(duty  registered) 

extend,  or  be  c 
came  entitled  to 
which  he  shall  vt 
marriage,  marria 
benefice  in  a  chi: 
reive  kalendar : 


fore  such  electioi 

name  of  the  pet, 

person  voting,  or 

his  title  to  the  me 

shall  vote,  or  cla: 

some  predecease: 

lion,  of  bucIi  pen 

motion  to  a  bene 

or  in  the  name  t 
'"j™.""-,  persons,  such  te: 
i  ti'iiver  messuages,  land's 

<B&>n  i  a.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  commissioners  of 
wsm™B the  land  taI  for  that  PBrt  of  Great  Britain  called  England, 
r  the  principality  of  Wales,  at  theii 
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parishes  and. places  lying  within  the  division  for  which  such 
commissioners  shall  act,  shall  cause  to  be  delivered  to  each 
of  the  said  assessors,  a  printed  form  of  an  assessment,  as 
set  forth  in-  the  schedule  hereunto  annexed ;  and  the  said 
assessors  are  hereby  required  to  make  their  assessments  ac- 
cording to  the  said  form;  and  shall  make  three  duplicates 
of  such  assessments;  and  shall  fat  least  fourteen  days  be- 
fore such  assessment  shall  be  delivered  to  the  commissioners 
of  the  land  tax  for  the  county,  riding,  or  division,  within 
which  the  parish  or  place  for  which  such  assessment  shall 
be  made  shall  lie)  cause  one  of  the  said  duplicates,  or  fair 
copy  thereof,  to  be  stuck  up  upon  one  of  the  doors  of  the  ^Ses?mento°f 
church,  or  chapel  of  the  parish  or  place  for  which  such  as-  to  be  stuck  on 
seaement  shall  be  made;  but  in  case  such  assessment  shall  ^^hurcht 
he  made  for  an  extra-parochial  or  any  other  place,  where  &c. 
there  is  not  any  church  or  chapel,  then  such  assessment 
shall  be  stuck  up  upon  one  of  the  doors  of  the  church  or 
chapel  an  a. parish  next  adjoining;  and  if  any  person  or 
persona  (renting,  holding,  or  occupying,  any  messuages, 
lands,  or  tenements,  in  any  such  parish  or  pla'ce)  shall  rent, 
hold,  or  occupy  messuages,  lands,  or  tenements,  belonging 
tp  different  owners  or  proprietors,  the  same  shall  be  sepa- 
rately and  distinctly  rated  and  assessed  in  such  assessments, 
that  the  proportion  of  the  land  tax  to  be  paid  by  each  sepa- 
rate owner  or  proprietor  respectively  may  be  known  and 
ascertained ;  and  the  said  duplicates  shall  be  delivered  to 
the  land  tax  commissioners,  at  their  meeting  for  the  receipt 
of -assessments :  and  if  the  name  of  any  owner  or  owners  of  ^S^d  to  vote, 
any  messuages,  lands,  or  tenements,  in  such  parish  or  place,  whose  names* 
entitled  to  vote  as  aforesaid,  shall  not  appear  or  be  included  ^sessmente^ 
in  such  assessment,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  such  per-  may  appeal 'to 
softer  persons,  by  himself  or  themselves,  or  by  his  or  their  doners1?1"18" 
agent  or  agents,  to  appeal  to  the  commissioners  of  the  land 
tax,  io  whom  such  assessments  shall  be  returned ;  and  every 
person  so  intending  to  appeal  shall,  and  is  hereby  required 
to  give  notice  thereof  in  writing  to  one  or  more  of  the  as- 
sessors of  the  parish  or  place  wherein  he  is  rated;  and  the  ^J^fdefec- 
said  commissioners,  on  sufficient  cause  to  be  shewn,  shall  tive,tobe 
amend  the  duplicates  of  such  assessments,  by  inserting  ftDMnded- 
therein  the  name  or  names  Of  the  actual   occupier    or 
occupiers,  and  of  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  messuages, 
lands,  or  tenements,  or  the  person  or  persons  entitled  to,  or 
in  the  actual  receipt  of  the  rents,  issues,  and  profits  thereof, 
or  by  erasing  the  name  of  any  person  who  shall  appear  to 
them  to  have  been  improperly  inserted  therein;  and  the  An  amen ded 
said  commissioners  are  hereby  required  to  cause  one  of  the  returned  to 
said  duplicates  so  amended  (after  the  same  shall  be  duly  ^^JffJJfJ^ 
signed  and  sealed  by  the  said  commissioners,  or  any  three  £?  the  clerk™*' 
of  them)  to  be  returned  to  the  said  assessors,  or  one  °^  ft®  Sexteauar- 
them ;  and  such  assessors  are  hereby  required  to  deliver  such  ter  sessions. 
duplicate,  so  amended,  within  ten  days  after  the  receipt  there- 
of, tx)  one  of  the  chief  constables  of  the  hundred,  lathe,  or 
wapentake,  within  which  the  parish  or  place  for  which  such 
assessment  was  made  shall  lie,  taking  the  receipt  of  such  chief 
■constable  for  the  same,  andwhich  receipt  such  chief  constable 


is  hereby  required  to  gire;  and  such  chief  .constable-  is 
hereby  also  required  to  de lire r  such  duplicate  upon  oath 
(which  oath  the  said  magistrates  are  hereby  imponered  to 
administer)  without  any  alteration,  at  the  next  general 


rEi;!i 


5aii£Ei«»*r  *.  Provided  always,  That  if  such  chief  constables  shall 
make  oath  voluntarily  make  oath  at  such  sessions,  that  such  duplicate 
nesiictHHo*  or  duplicates  was  or  were  not  delivered  to  them,  or  either  of 
deliver  suid  them,  by  such  assessor  or  assessors,  then,  arid  in  such  case, 
^uptraiiB  to   jhg  said  fiae  or  Baes>  berein-before  directed,  shall  be  set,  and 


of  any  pariah  or  place,  anil  returned  to  tho  chief  constable,  Jj 
and  by  the  chief  constable  to  the  clerk  of  the  peace,  by  the  pc 
neglect  or  default  of  any  person  concerned  therein,  it  shall  g 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  justices  at  the  said  quarter  m 
sessions,  or  an;  tiro  justices  far  such  county,  riding,  or  ill-  ^ 
ntioB,  out  of  cessions,  to  order  aud  direct  such  assessment 
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or  assessments  forthwith  to  be  nude  and  returned  in  man- 
ner aforesaid ;  aodmicb  assessments,  so  made  and  returned, 
■hall  have  the  same  and- the  like  effect  aaif  made;  and  re- 
turned  at  the  time  and  in  the  manner  iiereln-aofbr*  di- 

10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  «r  .per- 
sons shall  be  dissatisfied,  or  shall  think  himself  or  fhesnfielvss 
aggrieved  by  any  determination  of  the  said  eoBimissibncrs 


SS3M 


11.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  if  the  sfud'cumiFila- 

sioners,  upon  any  appeal  before  them,  and  alao  tbesniil 

wEie'iSm*    justices  in  sessions  anon  any  appeal  before  then,  shall  find 

»■  W'lL       it  requisite  to  insert  in  such  assessments,  or  the  duplicates 

nuni^Snint  thereof,  the  names  of  any  person  or  persons,  which  shaft  ap- 

l.roperly  left    poar  to  such  commissioners,  or  to  such  justices,  Is  have 

°eumtuMh>li  been  improperly  omitted,  such  person  or  persona  Bhall  be 

j*  detmsd  iu  .taken  and  deemed  to  be  rated  in  such  assessment  .ot  as- 

u^ihtJSi'*"  sejaments,  as  effectually,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  if 

the  name  or  names  of  such  person  or  persons  had-buen  ori- 

ifiBbrobof   BlMlj  inserted  in  inch  assessment  by  the  ar-seamm.. 

women  en-  12.  And  whereas  disputes  hare  arisen,  whether  the.hns- 

dawcr*out  of  blnds  of  women  entitled  to  the  dower  or  thirds,. at  common 

the  csiatts  of  law,  out  of  the  estates  of  their  former  husbands, ishail  be 

i,;.'tr,l''I'''"r1J  entitled  toToteinthe  election  of  members  of  parliament, 

i  ii  i        i  unless  dower  has  been  assigned  and  set  out,  by  metaa-and 

$ou3f' tili'      hounds,  for  such  women ;  be  it  therefore  further  enacted, 

laid  Sower  has  That  where  any  woman,  the  widow  of  any  person  tenant  In 

™i  tw™  eiN    'ee  or  'n  *""  B'"1"  De  entitled  to  dower  or  thirds,  by  the 

or  sounds.      common  law,  out  of  the  freehold  estate  which  her  husband 

died  seised  or  possessed  of,  and  shall  intermarry  with  a 

second  husband,  such  second  husband  shall  be- entitled  to 

9  in  respect  of  such  dower  or  thirds,  if  such,  dower  or 
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•  oat  by  antes  or  bounds,  if  such  second  husband  shall  be  in 

•  the  <actilal  receipt  of  the  profits  of  such  dower,  and  the  estate 
front  whence  the  same  issues  is  rated  to,  and  contributes  to 

-  thtt'lttncUtax  in  the  name  of  the  actual  owner  of  the  lands  or 
tenements,  from  whence  such  dower  or  thirds  arises  or  is- 
sues, i 

M.  AND.be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

.  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  all  and  every  person  or 
persons,  at  all  seasonable  times,  to  resort  to  and  inspect 
the  said  duplicates,  or  any  part  thereof,  in  the  hands  of  D"pl^{e9 
such  clerk  of  the  peace,  or  bis  deputy,  paying  for  every  S2W  n' 
search  into,- or  inspection  of,  such  duplicates,  or  any  part 
thereof,  one  shilling,  and  no  more;  and  the  said  clerk  of 
the  peace,  or  his  deputy,  is  hereby  required  and  directed,  Cfeit  of  the 

.-■  upon  demand,  to  deliver  a  true  copy  or  copies  of  all  such  {&*e?^ded 
duplicates,  or  of  such  part  or  parts  of  them,  or  any  of  tbem,  copies  of 
of  which  a  copy  shall  be  demanded,  to  any  person  or  per-  aSSST1  on 
•seas  who  shall  demand  or  desire  the  same,  (such  copy  or 
-copses  to  be  signed  by  such  clerk  ef  the  peaoe,  or  his  deputy, 
purporting' the1  same  to  be  a  true  copy  or  true  copies,)  and 
fi>r  which  copy  .or  copies  such  clerk  of  the  peace,  or  his  de- 
party*  shall  be  paid  at  and  after  the  rate  of  sixpence,  and  no 
more,  for  every  three  hundred  words  or  figures,  and  so  in  and  beiM  paid 
proportion  lor  any  lesser  number  of  words  or  figures ;  which  37b  words?17 
said  duplicates,  and  also  a  true  copy  of  them,  or  any  of 
them,  or  any  part  of  them,  signed  as  aforesaid,  and  also  the 
duplicate  of- any  assessment  in  the  possession  of  the  com- 
missioners of  the  land-tax,  or  in  the  possession  of  the  re- 
oeivev-gemeral  of  the  county,  or  a  copy  of  the  said  duplicates, 
signed  by  such  commissioners,  and  purporting  the  same  to 
:be  a  true  copy,  shall,  at  all  times  ancj  in  all  places,  be  al- 
lowed andadmitted  as  legal  evidence  of  such  assessments,  ^tobl"' 
certificates,  memorials,  and  books  of  entries,  in  all  cases  deemed  le<t*i 
whatsoever;  and  such  copy  shall  be  delivered  in  reasonable  evidcnce- 
time  after  the  same  shall  be  demanded. 

14.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  cierk  of  the 
That  such  clerk  of  the  peace  of  every  county,  riding,  or  SSSfe^to'ltt- 
division,  in  whose  office  such  duplicates  shall  be  filed  as  tend  .at  every 
aforesaid,  or  his  deputy,  shall,  upon  reasonable  notice,  at-  kSfhTo?  the 
tend  at  every  election  of  a  knight  or  knights  of  the  shire  shire,  with  ori. 
for  such  county,  with  the  said  original  duplicates,  at  the  SJm,  a?  the 
request  of  any  candidate,  or  the  agent  or  agents  of  any  r23g*  gf  any 
candidates ;   the  person  or  persons  requesting  the  same  caadldat* : 
snaking  such  clerk  of  the  peace,  or  his  deputy,  a  satisfac- 1^1^11' 
tson  for  such  attendance,  at  and  after  the  rate  of  two  bim  suSffor 
guineas  for  each  day  of  his  attendance  at  such  election,  to-  g^S^r**  "d 
gather  with  an  allowance  of  one  shilling  and  sixpence  a  is?6d.per  ** 
mile  for  the  costs  and  charges  he  may  be  at,  or  pot  unto,  5Jj/j5n™r  tra" 
in  his  jonrney  from  the  place  of  his  abode  to  and  from  the  charged. 
place  of  such  election.  After  issuing 

15.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  after  issuing  any  writ  JgJjJ™*  70v 
oTiprecept  for  the  election  of  a  knight  or  knights  of  the  county*  mem* 
shire  for  any  county  within  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Jjfr»i°e  clerk 
England,  or  the  dominion  of  Wales,  the  clerk  of  the  peace,  shall  attend** 
or  his  deputyf  shall,  and  he  is  hereby  required  to  attend,  CJ^^diy9 


sx' 


grmtU,  from  day  to  day,  from  II 
noon,  to  three  in  the '  aflenieo; 


peace,  or  bis  deputy,  shall  negleot  or  refuse  to  pexmit  such 
duplicates,  or  any  of  lhem,  or  any  part  of  then,  or  any   if 
them,  to  be  inspected  by  any  person  or  persons  who  .shall 
request  the  same  as  aforesaid,  or  shall  neglect  orrafuae  to 
deliver  any  copy  or  copies  of  the -same,  or  anj  put  tjieoeof, 
within  the  time  before  mentioned,  or  shall  neglect  tQ  attend 
as  aforesaid  at  the  place  where  the  records  of  such  aoofity, 
riding,  or  division,  are  usually  faept,  or  at  any  Aiunly,  elee- 
tion,  with  snch  duplicates,  m  pursuance  of  the  dhtecttons 
PtMitr  ™      of  this  act;  every  such  clerk  of  tha  peace,  or  his  deputy, 
gjjjkj  ^JSL  ahall,  for  every  each  offsace,  forfeit,  the.  sum  of  five  hundred 
(itpuiV,  mak-  pounds  to  the  party  aggrieved,  provided  such  action  is 
i™  default      brought  within  two  months  after  the  offence  shall  have 
br™°hi'with  DeeD  committed  ;  and  if  no  such  action  shall  be  brought 
in  t»o  moaiia]  within  the  said  time,  then  to  any  pereon  who  shall  sue  for 
s"-  the  same  in  the  manner  herein-after  mentioned ;  and  shall 

also  forfeit  his  office  of  clerk  of  the  peace,  or  deputy,  the 
same  to  be  absolutely  void  on  such  clerk  of  the  peace,  or 
his  deputy,  being  convicted  of  such  offence  ;  and  such 
clerk  of  the  peace,  or  depnty  clerk  of  the  peace,  shall  be 
rendered  incapable  of  being  again  appointed  «  olerkiof  Ike 
peace,  or  depntyctork  of  tbe  peace,  «r  of  noting  asisucb, 
in  or  for  nay  county,  tiding 
'         IT.  And  be  it  further  eni 
JSS      lh*1  to*1  judgment  upon 
•njverSia     against  such  clerk  of  the 
Sufcof   the  peace,  for  the  recovery  of  s 
peace  shad  be  and  taken  to  be  a  sufficient 
SUt  ,con"i&  "*"t  any  other  prosecution 
Hon.  immediately  alter  sucl>  jud; 

the  peace,  or  deputy  clerk  < 
void,  to  all  intents  and  pur 
18.  Awn  be  it  further  ena 
«"tf  ™™-  T*8'  *"«  forfeiture  or  pen 
•d.  such  clerk  of  the  peace,  or 

this  act,  shall  and  maybe  r 
by  action  of  debt,  bill,  pin 
his  majesty's  courts  of  reco 
essoin,  protection,  or  wagei 
parlance  shall  be  allowed. 

10.  Provided  always,  an 

clared.  That  no  person  shall 

'    penalty  by  this  act  laid  or  1 

»■  commenced  within  twelve  k 

forfeiture  or  penalty  shall  be  incurred. 
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FORM  OF  ASSESSMENT. 

* 

County  q/"N.  to  wit :~)  An  assessment  made  in  pursuance  Formot- 
*    For  the  parish  of    >of   an    act   of    parliament,  passed  auessmei 
in  the  said  county,  j  in  the 

year  of  his  majesty's  reign,  for 
granting  an  aid  to  his  majesty  by  a 
land  tax,  to  be  raised  in  Great 
Britain,  for  the  service  of  the  year 
17 


Names  of 
Proprietors. 

A.  B. 
A.B. 
E.  F. 
CD. 
I.  K. 
and 
L.  M, 


f- 


P.Q.        — 


Names  of 
I  Occupiers. 

Himself.  — 

C.  D.  — 

CD.  — 

G.H.  — 

N.O.        - 


<    and   >— 


Sums 
assessed. 


Signed  this 
17 


A.B 
C 


day  of 
by  us 


LB} 

:.d] 


Assessors. 


Anno  21°  Georgii  III.  Cap.  64. 


to 


An  Act  for  the  better  regulating  Elections  of  Citizens 
serve  in  Parliament  for  the  City  of  Coventry. 

A.  D.  1780. 

Whereas  the  right  of  election  of  citizens  to  serve  in  Par* 
iiasnent  for  the  city  of  Coventry,  is,  by  the  last  determina- 
tion of  the  house  of  commons,  of  the  twentieth  day  of  No- 
vember, 1722,  declared  to  be  in  such  freemen  as  have 
served  seven  years  apprenticeship  to  one  and  the  same 
trade  in  the  said  city,  or  the  suburbs  thereof,  and  do  not 
receive  alms  or  weekly  charity,  such  freemen  being  duly 
sworn  and  inrolled  :  and  whereas  great  frauds  and  abuses 
were  committed,  in  clandestinely  admitting  persons,  having 
bo  such  right  to  the  freedom  of  the  city  of  Coventry,  during 
the  last  election  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament  for  the 
said  city,  in  order  to  influence  the  said  election,  to  the  great 
infringement  of  the  rights  of  the  true  electors  of  the  said 
city,  and  in  violation  of  the  freedom  of  elections :  to  pre- 
vent such  practices  for  the  future,  Be  it   enacted,  &o.  Anopencoun. 
That,  from    and    after  the  passing  of  this  act,  an  open  cii  to  be  fold 
council  shall  be  held  at  St.  Mary's  Hall  in  the  said  city,  J^o^?'* 
on  the  first  and  last  Tuesday  in  every  kalendar  month,  for  first  and  last 
the  purpose,  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  each  month,  of  receiv-  evSymonth. 
ins;  and  proclaiming  aloud' the  names  of  every  person  or 
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persons  who  shall  then  present,  or  cause  to  be  presented, 
an  account  in  writing  of  the  particulars  of  his  or  their  claim 
to  the  freedom  of  the  said  city,  and  for  the  purpose,  on  the 
last  Tuesday  in  each  month,  of  admitting  to  the  freedom  of 
the  said  city  sudh  person  or  persons  as  shall  then  appear 
and  claim  to  be  so  admitted,  he  or  they  first  verifying  upon 
oath  the  particulars  of  his  or  their  claim  delivered  in  at 
the  preceding  council ;  and  that  the  council  which  shall  be 
holden  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  each  month  shall  assemble 
at  ten  in  the  morning,  and  continue  open  a  convenient 
time,  for  receiving  such  claims  as  shall  then  be  preferred ; 
and  the  council  which  shall  be  holden  on  the  last  Tuesday 
in  each  month  shall  continue  open  from  the  hour  of  ten  in 
the  morning  till  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same 
day,  or  for  such  shorter  time  as  shall  be  found  sufficient 
for  hearing  and  determining  any  claims  which  shall  then 
have  been  preferred  ;  and  if  any  such  claims  shall  then  re- 
main unheard  or  undetermined,  the  said  council  shall  be 
adjourned  from  day  to  day,  and  continue  open  on  each 
day  in  manner  aforesaid,  for  hearing  and  determining  such 
claims. 

2.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  *  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  no  greater  fee 

-  than  three  shillings,  over  and  above  the  expence  of  the  ne- 
Limitaiion  of  cessary  stamps,  shall  be  demanded  or  taken  of  any  person 
Aeexpenceof  or  persons  who  shall  be  so  admitted  to  his  or  their  freedom 
freedom?     c  *t  any  such  council. 

3.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  not  person  shall  be  admitted  to  the  freedom  of  the 

Particulars  to  said  city,  at  any  council  to  be  held  for  that  purpose,  who 
thosewho*11'7  8naH  not  produce  evidence  of  regular  indentures  or  deeds 
take  it  up.       of  apprenticeship  for  seven  years,  as  required  by  the  reso- 
lution aforesaid,  and  who  shall  not  also  declare  upon  oath 
the  name  or  names  of  his  master  or  masters,  the  trade  to 
which  he  served  under  him  or  them,  the  place  of  his  or 
their  residence  during  the  time  he  served,  and  of  his  own 
residence  at  the  time  of  his  claiming  to  be  admitted  to  the 
freedom  of  the  said  city ;  and  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
such  persons  so  claiming  their  freedom  as  aforesaid,  to 
come  to  such  council  attended  with  their  agents,  who  shall 
be  present  at  their  admission,  if  they  so  require  it ;  and 
such  council  are  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  admi- 
nister such  oath  as  aforesaid. 
To-iracierk to     4.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
above  particu-  ThAt  the  town  clerk  shall  enter  all  the  above  particulars  in 
lan  in  a  book,  the  admission  book  under  the-  name  of  each  person  who  is 
admitted  to  the  freedom  of  the  said  city  ;  and  that  the  said 
town  clerk  and  the  mayor,  and  each  of  the  members  com- 
posing the  council  at  which  such  freemen  shall  be  admitted, 
shall  openly  subscribe,  their  names  to  the  said  entries, 
lists  of  the        6.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

?hefrSemf  aW  ^&t  lists °* the  names  of  ***  persons  claiming  to  be  ad- 
&c.  admitted,  mi t ted  freemen,  and  of  all  the  freemen  admitted  at  any 

on  the^ixb  coimcil  to  De  held  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  shall  be-  made 
deors.     urc  oat  in  writing,  and  signed  by  the  town  clerk,  and  be  pasted 
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or  fixed  upon  the  door*  of  all  the  churches  in  Coventry, 

within  twenty-four  hours  after  the  holding  of  such  council. 

.    &.  And  be  it  further -enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

That  no  council  shall  be  held  for  receiving  claims  of  per-  to>u£dJ  jJ** 

sons  claiming  to  be  admitted  to  the  freedom  of  the  said  city  during  a*  eer- 

after  the  day  on  which  notice  shall  be  given  by  the  sheriff  or  Jjjyjjy 

sheriffs,  according  to  the  statute, of  any  election  for  a  mem* 

ber  or  members  to  serve  in  parliament  for  the  said  city,  till 

after  the  final  close  of  every  such  election. 

7.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That,  at  every  election  of  memhers  to  serve  in  parliament 
for  the  said  city,  every  person  who  shall  come  to  poll  at 
such  election,  shall,  if  required  by  any  candidate  at  such 
election,  or  by  any  two  or  more  persona  having  a  right  to 

vote  at  such  elections,  previous  to  his  being  permitted  to  Ekcton  to'b* 
poll,  take  the  following  oath,  or,  being  one  of  the  persons  8wora*  * 
called  Quakers,  shall    solemnly  affirm  the  effect  thereof 
(that  is  to  say) 

u  You  do  swear,  That  your  name  is  A.  B.  and  that  you  The  Mth< 
have  been  admitted  to  the  fieedom  of  the  city  of  Coventry 
under  indentures,  or  deeds  of  apprenticeship,  and  that  you 
have  served  seven  years  apprenticeship  to  one  and  the  same 
trade  in  the  said  city,  or  the  suburbs  thereof ;  and  that  you 
are  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  or  upwards  ;  and  have 
not  been  polled  before  at  this  election.  So  help  you  God." 
Which  oath  the  returning  officer  or  officers,  or  his  deputy, 
is  hereby  impowered  to  administer. 

8.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

That  all  persons  who  shall  be  guilty  of  wilful  and  corrupt  ^^^ISiuy 
perjury,  in  consequence  of  any  oath  which  they  shall  have  of  perjury, 
taken  by  the  direction  of  this  act,  shall,  on    conviction 
thereof,  incur  and  suffer  the  like  pains  and  penalties  to 
which  any  other  person  convicted  of  wilful  and  corrupt  per* 
jury  is  liable  by  the  laws  and  statutes  of  this  realm. 
,  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That,  if  the  returning  officer  or  officers,  at  any  election  of  a 
member  or  members  to  serve  in  parliament  for  the  said 
city,  shall  wilfully  admit  any  person  to  poll  at  such  elec- 
tion without  his  having  first  taken  the  abovementioned  oath, 
if  required  so  to  do,  in.  manner  aforesaid,  the  said  returning  JJJJgJJ officer 
officer  or  officers  shall,  for  every  such  offence,  forfeit  aua\for  admitting 
pay  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  to  him,  her,  or  ^emy^^^*jigj 
who  shall  sue  for  the  same.  sworn; 

10.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  if  the  mayor,  and  the  other  members  composing  any  hers  oAh?1*! 
council  to  be  held  for  the  purpose  of  proclaiming  the  per-  ggjj^jjjjjjft 
sons  presenting  accounts  of  their  claim  to  the  freedom  of  electors,  &c. 
thus  said  city,  or  for  the  purpose  of  admitting  such  persons  to 
the  freedom  of  the  said  city,  shall  refuse  to  proclaim,  or 
to  admit  such  person  or  persons  as  shall  come  and  prove 
tbeirtttles  according  to  the  provisions  of  this,  act,  they  shall, 
for  erery  such  offence,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred pounds.  . 

11  Provided  always,  That  if  any  doubts  shall  arise  aa  ProTiM 
to  the  legality  of  the  title*  so  sworn  to,  it  shall  and  may 
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be  lawful  for  the  said  council  to  hear  witnesses,  and  ad- 
mit evidences  to  disprove  the  same. 
Penalty  on         la,  Amd  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
m^ingfrau?  That  if  the  town  clerk  shall  neglect  to  make  the  proper 
duiententries,  entries,  or  shall  make  any  false  and  fraudulent  entries  in 
the  admission  book ;  or  if  he  shall  neglect  to  make  out  and 
sign  the  lists  of  the  freemen  admitted,  and  cause  them  to 
be  pasted  or  fixed  on  the  doors  of  the  churches  in  manner 
herein-before  directed ;  or  if  he  shall  make  out,  sign,  or 
cause  to  be  pasted  or  fixed  on  the  doors  of  the  churches  as 
aforesaid,  any  false  or  fraudulent  list,  he  shall,  for  every 
such  offence,  forfeit  the  sum  of  ten  pounds. 

13.  Provided  also,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  and  de- 
T  what  free-  clared>  That  this  act  shall  not  extend,  nor  be  construed  to 
menthls  act    extend,  to  any  freemen  of  the  said  city  but  such  as  have  a 
shall  extend,   right  to  vote  in  the  election  of  members  to  serve  in  parlia- 
ment for  the  said  city. 

14.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  returning  officer 
or  officers  shall,  at  all  future  elections  of  citizens  to  serve 

Election  booth  in  parliament  for  the  said  city,  cause  the  booth  for  holding 
wn*"J  J°  **     such  election  to  be  erected  in  the  widest  and  most  conve- 
ere  e  '         nient  part  of  the  open  market-place  called  Cross-cheaping, 
not  contiguous  to  any  other  building. 

15.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  all  penalties  laid  or  imposed  by  this  act  shall  be  re- 
Penalties  how  covered,  with  full  costs  of  suit,  by  action  of  debt,  bill, 
to  be  reco-      plaint,  or  information,  in  any  of  his  majesty's  courts  of  re- 
vered*           cord  at  Westminster,  wherein  no  essoin  protection,  wager 

of  law,  or  more  than  one  imparlance,  shall  be  allowed. 

16.  Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  further  enacted 
Limitation  of  an<*  declared  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  no  person 
actions.          shall  be  liable  to  any  penalty  by  this  act  laid  or  imposed, 

unless  prosecution  be  commenced  within  one  year  after 
such  penalty  shall  be  incurred. 

17.  Amd  it  is  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  this  act  shall  be  deemed,  adjudged,  and  taken  to  be 

Public  act.  a  public  act ;  and  be  judicially  taken  notice  of  as  such,  by 
all  judges,  justices,  and  other  persons  whomsoever,  without 
specially  pleading  the  same. 

18.  Amd  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
Deeds  or  in-  *&**  ^e  dates  of  all  deeds  or  indentures  of  apprenticeship, 
dentures  of  together  with  the  names  of  the  parties,  and  their  places  of 
Xp?&c!ThaU  abode,  which  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  shall 
^  gsistered  be  made  and  executed,  between  any  person  or  persons  reai- 
c&rk?            ding  in  the  said  city  of  Coventry y  or  the  suburbs  thereof,  and 

his,  her,  or  their  apprentice  or  apprentices,  under,  which 
such  apprentice  or  apprentices  may  hereafter  have  a  right 
to  be  admitted  to  the  freedom  of  the  said  city,  shall  be 
registered  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose  by  the  town 
clerk  of  the  same  city  for  the  time  being,  within  the  space 
of  six  kalendar  months  next  after  the  execution  thereof; 
which  the  said  town  clerk  is  hereby  required  to  register, 
and  on  such  deeds  or  indenture  to  indorse  a  certificate  of 
such  register ;  and  in  default  thereof,  such  deeds  or  inden- 
tures shall,'  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  be  null  and  void. 


AWtMftXi]  M  G.  m.  cap.' SI.  cxxi 


Anno  22<>  Gtoaen  III.  Oaf.  II. 

Ap  Act  for  the  preventing  of  Bribery  and  Corruption  in  the. 

Election  of  members  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  the  Borough 

%  of  Cricklade,  in  the  County  of  Wilts.  A.  I>.  1781. 

WflfcREAt  there  was  the  nest  notorious  bribery  and  cor-  Preamble. 
rapfftftrttt  the  last  election  of  burgesses  to  serve  in  parlia- 
nieutfor  the  borough- of  Cricklade  in  the  county  of  Wilts; 
and  Whereas  such-  bribery  and  corruption  is  likely  to  con- 
tinue and*  be  practised  in  the  said  borough  in  future,  unless 
some  means  are -taken  to  prevent  the  same :  in  order,  there- 
fore, to  prevent  such  unlawful  practices  for  the  future,  and 
thatfthe  said  borough  may  from  henceforth  be  duly  repre- 
'  sented-in  parliament :  Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  from  hence- 
foftfc  itslmll  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  every  freeholder, 
being  above  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  who  shall  have,  Certain  free- 
witatfh  the  hundreds  or  divisions  of  Highworth,  Cricklade,  ti^toUtefor 
Staple,  Ringsbridge,  and  Malmsbury,  or  one  or  more  of  the  borough  of 
tatM,  in  the  county  of  Wilts,  a  freehold  of  the  clear  yearly  Cnciia*- 
veto*  of  forty  shillings,  to  give  his  vote  at  every  election  of 
a  frttfgtee  or  Jtargesses  to  serve  in  parliament  for  the  said 
borough  of  Cricklade. 

&  Ann  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  ^afore- 
said. That  the  right  of  election  of  a  member  or  members  to  Customary 
serve  in  parliament  for  the  said  borough  of  Cricklade,  shall  Ski?.5*130  "*' 
beyaftd  is  hereby  declared  to  be,  in  such  freeholders  as 
aibjM&aidi  and  in  the  persons  who,  by  the  custom  and  usage 
of  the'Said  borough,  have,  or  shall  hereafter  have,  a  right 
to  vote  at  such  election ;  and  the  proper  officer  for  the  time 
being,  to  whom  the  return  of  every  writ  or  process  does 
belong,  is  hereby  required  to  return  the  person  or  persons 
to  verve  in  parliament  for  the  said  borough  who  shall  have 
the  major  number  of  votes  of  such  freeholders  and  other 
person*  having  a  right  to  vote  at  such  election ;  any  law  or 
usage  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

3.  Provided  always,  That  such  freeholders  only  shall  2J?tovlSe  but 
be •  entitled  to  rote  as  shall  be  duly  qualified  to  jvote  such  asan 
at  elections  for  knights  of  the  shire  for  the  said  county  of  gg^J^ £ 
Wilts,  according  to  the  laws  now  in  being  for  regulating 

county  elections. 

4.  And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, That  every  such  freeholder,  before  he  is  admitted  to  ^re8^er*to 
poll  «t  any  election  for  the  said  borough,  shall,  if  required      BW 

by  the  candidates,  or  any  of  them,  or  any  other  person 
having  a  right  to  vote  at  the  said  election,  first  take  the 
oath,  or,  being  one  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  the  solemn 
afrrmation  following,  viz. 

"  I  do  swear,  [or,  being  a  Quaker,  solemnly  affirm]  That  Tbeoatfa. 
I  am  a  freeholder  in  the  hundreds  or  divisions  of  High- 
worth,  Cricklade,  Staple,  Malmsbury,  and  Kingsbridge,  or 
any  one  or  more  of  them,  in  the  county  of  Wilts,  and  have 
a  freehold  estate,  consisting  of  [specifying 

the  nature  thereof;  and  if  it  consists  in  messuages,  lands, 
tenements,  or  tithes,  in  whose  occupation  the  same  are ; 

x 
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Penalty  on 
committing  j 
penury,  or ' 
subornation 
thereof. 


and  if  in  rents,  the  names  of  the  owners  or  possessors  of 
the  tenements  out  of  which  such  rent  is  issuing,  or  some  of 
them],  situate,  lying,  or  being  at  in  the  afore- 

said hundreds  or  divisions,  or  in  one  or  more  of  them,  of 
the  clear  yearly  value  of  forty  shillings,  over  and  above  all 
rents  and  charges  payable  out  of,  or  in  respect  of  the  same ; 
and  that  I  have  been  in  the  actual  possession  or  receipt  of 
the  rents  and  profits  thereof,  for  my  own  use,  above  twelve 
kalendar  months,  [or,  that  the  same  came  to  me  within  the 
time  aforesaid  by  descent,  marriage,  marriage  settlement, 
devise,  or  promotion  to  a  benefice  in  a  church,  or  by  pro- 
motion to  an  office] ;  and  that  such  freehold  estate  has  not 
been  granted  or  made  to  me  fraudulently,  on  purpose  to 
qualify  me  to  give  my  vote  ;  and  that  the  place  of  my  abode 


is  at 


in 


and  that  I  am   twenty-one 


How  officer  to 
proceed  on  re- 
ceiving  any 
writ  for  elec- 
tion. 


years  of  age,  as  I  believe,  and  that  I  have  not  been  polled 
before  at  this  election." 

Which  oath,  or  solemn  affirmation,  the  proper  officer,  to 
whom  the  return  of  a^ny  writ  or  precept  for  such  election 
shall  belong,  is  hereby  required  to  administer :  and  in  case 
any  freeholder,  or  other  person  taking  the  said  oath  or 
affirmation  hereby  appointed,  shall  thereby  commit  wilful 
perjury,  and  be  thereof  convicted  ;  or  if  any  person  shall 
unlawfully  and  corruptly  procure  or  suborn  any  freeholder 
or  other  person  to  take  the  said  oath  or  affirmation,  in  order 
to  be  polled,  whereby  he  shall  commit  such  wilful  perjury, 
and  shall  be  thereof  convicted,  he  and  they,  for  every  such 
offence  respectively,  shall  incur  such  penalties  as  are  in- 
flicted on  persons  guilty  of  perjury,  or  subornation  of  per- 
jury, in  and  by  two  acts  of  parliament,  one  made  in  the  5th 
year  of  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  intituled,  An  act 
for  punishing  such  persons  as  shall  procure  or  commit 
wilful  perjury,  or  suborn  or  procure  any  person  to  commit 
any  wilful  or  corrupt  perjury ;  and  the  other,  made  in  the 
2d  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  majesty  king  George  the 
Second,  intituled,  An  act  for  the  more  effectual  prevent- 
ing and  further  punishment  of  forgery,  perjury,  and  subor- 
nation of  perjury,  and  to  make  it  felony  to  steal  bonds', 
notes,  or  other  securities  for  payment  of  money,  contrary 
to  the  said  acts. 

5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, That  such  proper  officer,  to  whom  any  writ  or  precept 
shall  be  directed  for  making  any  election  for  the  said 
borough,  shall,  upon  the  receipt  of  such  writ"  or  precept, 
indorse  upon  the  back  thereof  the  day  of  his  receipt  thereof, 
in  the  presence  of  the  party  from  whom  he  received  such 
precept,  and  shall  forthwith  cause  public  notice  to  be  given 
within  the  said  borough  of  Cricklade,  and  the  several 
towns  of  Highworth,  Malmsbury,  Swindon,  and  Wotton 
Basset,  by  affixing  up  a  notice  thereof  in  writing  on  the 
market-houses,  or  on  the  doors  of  the  churches  of  the  said 
towns  of  the  day  of  election;  and  shall  proceed  to  election 
thereupon  within  the  space  of  twelve  days,  and  not  less 
than  eight  days,  next  after  his  receipt  of  the  same  precept. 

6.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
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said.  That  this  act  shall  be  publicly  read  at  every  election  This  act  to  be 
for  the  said  borough  of  Cricklade,  immediately  after  the  JnifSZ?* 
Beta  directed  by  any  act  of  parliament  to  be  read  thereat,  tion. 
and  before  the  persons  present  shall  proceed  to  make  such 
election. 


Anno  22<>  Georgh  III.  Cap.  41. 

An  Act  for  better  securing  the  Freedom  of  Elections  of  Mem- 
bers to  serve  in  Parliament,  by  disabling  certain  Officers, 
employed  in  the  Collection  or  Management  of  His-  Ma- 

•  jesty's  Revenues^  from  giving  their  Votes  at  such  Elec- 
tions. A.  D.  1781. 

For  the  better  securing  the  freedom  of  elections  of  mem- 
bers to  serve  in  parliament,  Be  it  enacted,  &c.    That  from  From  Aug.  i, 
and  after  the  first  day  of  August,  1782,  no  commissioner,  tfss,.  no  com- 
collector,  supervisor,  ganger,    or  other  officer  or  person  office?11''  or 


em- 


whatsoever,  concerned  or  employed  in  the  charging,  col-  ployed  in  col- 
lecting, levying,  or  managing  the  duties  of.  excise,  or  any  ifaginfSie^u- 
branch  or  part  thereof;  nor  any  commissioner,  collector,  ties  of  eidse, 
comptroller,  searcher,  or  other  officer  or  person  whatsoever,  3£n  tSveany 
concerned  or  employed  in  the  charging,  collecting,  levying,  J{jj£jn  to5 
or  managing  the  customs,  or  any  branch  or  part  thereof;  members0  of 
nor  any  commissioner,  officer,  or  other  person  concerned  or  parliament. 
employed  in  collecting,  receiving,  or  managing,  any  of  the 
duties  on  stamped  vellum,  parchment,  and  paper,  nor  any 
person  appointed  by  the  commissioners  for  distributing  of 
stamps ;  nor  any  commissioner,  officer,  or  other  person  em- 
ployed in  collecting,  levying,  or  managing  any  of  the  duties 
on  salt ;  nor  any  surveyor,  collector,  comptroller,  inspector, 
officer,  or  other  person  employed  in  collecting,  managing, 
or  receiving  the  duties  on   windows  or  houses ;  nor  any 
postmaster,  postmasters  general,  or  his  or  their  deputy  or 
deputies,  or  any  person  employed  by  or  under  him  or  them 
in  receiving,  collecting,  or  managing  the  revenue  of  the 
post-office,  or  any  part  thereof:  nor  any  captain,  master,  or 
mate  of  any  ship,  packet,  or  other  vessel  employed  by  or 
under  the  postmaster  or  postmasters  general  in  conveying 
the  mail  to  and  from  foreign  ports,  shall  be  capable  of 
giving  his  vote  for  the  election  of  any  knight  of  the  shire, 
commissioner,  citizen,  burgess,  or  baron  to  serve  in  parlia- 
ment for  any  county,  stewartry,  city,  bcrough,  or  cinque 
port,  or  for  chusing  any  delegate  in  whom  the  right  of 
electing  members  to  serve  in  parliament,  for  that  part  of 
Great  Britain  called  Scotland,  is  vested  :  and  if  any  person, 
hereby  made  incapable  of  voting  as  aforesaid,  shall  never- 
theless presume  to  give  his  vote,  during  the  time  he  shall  *, 
hold,  or  within  twelve  kalendar  months  after  he  shall  cease 
to  hold,  or  execute  any  of  the  offices  aforesaid,  contrary  to 
the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  such  votes  so 
given  shall  be  held  null  and  void  to  all  intents  and  pur-  Penalty  on 
poses  whatsoever ;  and  every  person  so  offending  shall  for-  SSJ^dS?8 
ieit  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  ;  one  moiety  thereof  qualified  by  . 
to  the  informer,  and  the  other  moiety  thereof  to  be  imme-  *"•  ***• 
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diately  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  of  the  county, 
riding,  or  division,  within  which  such  offence  shall  hare 
been  committed,  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Eng- 
land ;  and  into  the  hands  of  the  clerk  of  the  justiees  of  the 
peace  of  the  counties  or  stewartries,  in  that  part  of  .Great 
Britain  called  Scotland,  to  be  applied  and  disposed  of  to 
such  purposes  as  the  justices  at  the  next  general  quarter 
session  of  the  peace  to  be  held  for  such  county,   tewartry, 
riding,  or  division,  shall  think  fit ;  to  be  recovered  by  any 
person  that  shall  sue  for  the  same,  by  action  of  debt,  bill, 
plaint,  or  information,  in  any  of  his  majesty's  courts  of 
record  at  Westminster,  in  which  no  essoin,  protection, 
privilege,  or  wager  of  law,  or  more  than  one  imparlance, 
shall  be  allowed,  or  by  summary  complaint    before  the 
court  of  session  in  Scotland ;  and  the  person  convicted  on 
any  such  suit  shall  thereby  become  disabled  and  incapable 
of  ever  bearing  or  executing  any  office  or  place  of  trust 
whatsoever  under  his  majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors* 
isot  to  extend  -  2.  Provided;  always,  and  be  it  enacted,  That  nothing 
done^nbe  in  tnis  act  contained  shall  extend,  or  be  construed  to 
land  tax,  or     extend,  to  any  person  or  persons  for  or  by  reason  of  his  or 
underwear g  their  being  a  commissioner  or  commissioners  of  the  land 
l     '    tax,  or  for  or  by  reason  of  his  or  their  acting  by  or  under 
the  appointment  of  such  commissioners  of  the  land  tax, 
for  the  purpose  of  assessing,  levying,  collecting,  receiving, 
or  managing  the  land  tax,  or  any  other  rates  or  duties 
already  granted  or  imposed,  or  which  shall  hereafter  be 
granted  or  imposed  by  authority  of  parliament. 
Nor  to  offices     3.  Provided  also,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no- 
paten&oVany  tnin^  in  this  act  contained  shall  extend,  or  be  construed 
estate  of  inhe-  to  extend,  to  any  office  now  held,  or  usually  granted  to  be 
ntance;         held,  by  letters  patent  for  any  estate  of  inheritance  or 

freehold. 
K  or  to  persons     4.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted  'by  the  An* 
Sgntoeirtf-  thority  aforesaid,  That   nothing  herein    contained   shall 
fices  before     extend  to  any  person  who  shall  resign  his  office  or  employ- 
Aug.  l,  1782.  ment  on  0|p  before  ihe  ^jj  firgt  day  of  August,  1782. 

Limitation  of  5.  Provided  also,  and  be  it  enacted,  That  no  {person 
shall  be  liable  to  any  forfeiture  or  penalty  by  this  act  laid 
or  imposed,  unless  prosecution  be  commenced  within 
twelve  months  after  such  penalty  or  forfeiture  shall  be 
incurred. 


actions. 


Anno  22°  Georgii  III.  Cap.  45. 

An  Act  for  restraining  any  Person  concerned  in  any  Contract, 

Commission,  or  Agreement,  made  for  the  Public  Service, 

from  being  elected,  or  sitting  and  voting  as  a  Member  of 

the  House  of  Commons,  A.  D.  1781. 

For  further  securing  the  freedom  and  independence  of 
After  the  end  parliament,  Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That,  from  and  after  the 
afi^rsons011'  en<*  °^  *****  P^ent  session  of  parliament,  any  person  who 
holding  con.  shall,  directly  or  indirectly,  himself,  or  by  any  person  what- 
tracts  for  the  soever  in  trust  for  him,  or  for  his  use  or  benefit,  or  on  his 
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account,  undertake,  execute,  bold,  or  enjoy,  in  the  whole  pobUc  service, 
or  In  part,  any  contract,  agreement,  or  coinmission,  made  J*ble  of  Mac 
or  entered  into  with,  under,  or  from  the  coinnrissioners  of  ejected, ^or  sit- 
ins  majesty's  treasury,  or  of  the  navy  or  victualling-office,  ho^Jfeom. 
or  with  the  master  general  or  board  of  ordnance,  or  with  ™<>n»- 
any  our  of  more  of  such  commissioners,  or  with  any  other 
person  or  persons  whatsoever,  for  or  on  account  of  the 
puttie  service ;  or  shall  knowingly  and  willingly  furnish 
ojrptovide,  in  pursuance  of  any  such  agreement,  contract, 
or  commission,  which  he  or  they  shall  have  made  or  en- 
tered into  as  aforesaid,  any  money  to  be  remitted  abroad, 
or  any  wares  or  merchandize  to  be  used  or  employed  in 
the  service    of  the  public,  shall  be  incapable  of  being 
elected,  or  of  sitting  or  voting  as  a  member  of  the  house 
of  commons,  during  the  time  that  he  shall  execute,  hold,  or 
enjoy,  any  such  contract,  agreement,  or  commission,  or  any 
part  or  share  thereof,  or  any  benefit  or  emolument  arising 
from  the  same. 

8*  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, That  if  any  person,  being  a  member  of  the  house  of  Any  member 
commons,  shall  directly  or  indirectly,  himself,  or  by  any  ^nlrStf  or 
other  person  whatsoever  in  trust  for  him,  or  for  his  use  or  continuing  to 
benefit,  or  on  his  account,  enter  into,  accept  of,  agree  for,  K  afterCthe 
undertake,  or  execute,  in  the  whole  or  in  part,  any  such  commence- 
contract,  agreement,  or  commission,  as  aforesaid ;  or  if  any  nexUesslon 
person,  being  a  member  of  the  house  of  commons,  and  Jj»  seat  shah 
having  already  entered  into  such  contract,  agreement,  or  ' 

commission,  of  part  or  share  of  any  such  contract,  agree- 
ment, or  commission,  by  himself*  or  by  any  other  person 
whatsoever  in  trust  for  him,  or  for  his  use  or  benefit,  or 
upon  his  account,  shall,  after  the  commencement  of  the 
next  session  of  parliament,  continue  to  hold,  execute,  or 
enjoy  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  the  seat  of  every  such 
person  in  the  house  of  commons  shall  be,  and  is  hereby 
declared  to  be  void. 

»  S.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted,  That  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  extend,  er  be  construed  to  extend,  Not  to  extend 
'to  any  contract,  agreement,  or  commission  made,  entered  rotld'trading 
into,  er  accepted,  by  any  incorporated  trading  company  in  companies.: 
its  corporate  capacity,  nor  to  any  company  now  existing  or 
established  and  consisting  of  more  than  ten  persons,  where 
such  contract,  agreement,  or  commission,  shall  be  made, 
entered  into,  or  accepted,  for  the  general  benefit  of  such 
incorporation  or  company. 

4.   Provided  also,  and  be  it  enacted,  That  nothing  Not  to  extend 
im  this  act  contained  shall  extend,  or  be  construed  to  ex*to^tracts^ 
tend,  to  any  contract,  agreement,  or  commission,  made,  one  year. 
entered  into,  ot  accepted,  before  the  passing  of  this  act, 
i&e>  term  whereof  will  expire  in  the  apace  of  one  year  from 
.the  time  of  making  thereof.  Clause  rei«- 

*•    *,  Provided  also,  and  be  it  enacted*  That  where  any  **"**>">?- 
t,  agreement,  or  commission,  has  been  made,  entered  Sebotto  «- 


into,  or  accepted,  with  a  prevision  that  the  same  shall  con-  pire  until  a 
Hatteiintil  a  year's  notice  be  given  of  the  intended  disso-  U%*£otiC* 
lotfamsaernol  the  same  shall  not  disable  any  person  from 
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sitting  and  voting  in  parliament  until  one  year  after  the 
said  notice  shall  be  actually  given  for  the  determination  of 
the  said  contract,  agreement,  or  commission,  or  titt  after 
twelve  kalendar  months,  to  be  computed  from  the  time  of 
passing  this  act. 

y+t  to  extend  6#  ^*OVIDE1>  a*80>  an<*  b®  '*  enacted,  That  nothing 
<o  contracts,  herein  contained  shall  extend,  or  be  construed  to  extend, 
5Ldunu?after  to  anv  P€r80D»  on  whom,  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the 
is  months  poo-  completion  of  any  contract,  agreement,  or  commission, 
«esskm.  shall  devolve  by  descent  or  limitation,  or  by  marriage,  or 

as  devisee,  legatee,  executor,  or  administrator,  until  twelve 
kalendar  months  after  he  shall  have  been  in  possession  of 
the  same. 
Members  ?•  Provided  ealso,  and  be  it  enacted,  That  any  per- 

folding  con-    gon  who  is  now  a  member  of  the  house  of  commons,  and 
discharge?     holds  and  enjoys  any  such  contract,  agreement,  or  com- 
therefrom  on  mission,  as  aforesaid,  may  be  discharged  from  the  exe- 
mooSsnotic?.  cution  thereof  on  giving  twelve  months  notice  to  the  per* 
son  or  persons  with  or  from  whom  such  contract,  agree- 
ment, or  commission,  is  made,  entered  into,  or  accepted,  of 
his  desire  that  the  same  shall  cease  and  determine ;  and 
such  contract,  agreement,  or  commission,  after  the  expira- 
tion of  the  term  aforesaid,  shall  be  null  and  void.  • 
clause  reia-       8.  Providbd  also,  That  if  any  person  actually  posses- 
tive  to  paten-  ged  of  a  patent  for  a  new  invention,  or  a  prolongation 
i^ven£oos7    thereof  by  act  of  parliament,  and  having  contracted  with 
government  concerning  tip  object  of  the  said  patent  before 
the  passing  of  this  act,  shall  give  notice  of,  his  intention 
to  dissolve  the  said  contract,  the  sama<afcall  be  null  and 
void  from  the  time  of  giving  such  notice. 
9.  And  be  it  further  enacted  J  by  the  authority  afore- 
if  any  person  said)  That  if  any  person  hereby  disabled,  or  declared  to  be 
hereby  dis-     incapable  to  sit  or  vote  in  parliament,  shall  nevertheless 
S«  elected?     be  returned  as  a  member  to  serve  for  any  county,  stew- 
such  election  artry,  city,  borough,  town,  cinque  port,  or  place,  in  parlia- 
snaii  be  void.  me|lt>  gucn  eiectf0n  and  return  are  hereby  enacted  and  de- 
Disabled  per-  clared  to  be  void ;  and  if  any  person,  disabled  and  declared 
sons  who  shall  incapable  by  this  act  to  be  elected,  shall,  after  the  end  of 
house  of  com-  this  present  session  of  parliament,  presume  to  sit  or  vote  as 
mons  after  this  member  of  the  house  of  commons,  such  person  so  sitting 
forfeit"^      or  voting  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds  for 
for  each  day.  every  day  in  which  he  shall  sit  or  vote  in  the  said  bouse, 
to  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  sue  for.  the  same,  in  any 
of  his  majesty's  courts  at  Westminster ;  and  the  money  so 
forfeited  shall  be  recovered  by  the  person  or  persons  so 
suing,  with  full  costs  of  suit,  in  any  of  the  said  courts,  by 
any  action  of  debt,  bill,  plaint,  or  information,  in  which  no 
essoin,  privilege,  protection,  or  wager  of  law,  or  more  than 
one  imparlance  shall  be  allowed ;  or  by  summary  complaint 
before  the  court  of  session  in  Scotland ;  and  every  person, 
against  whom  any  such  penalty  or  forfeiture  shall  be  reco- 
vered by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be  from  thenceforth  inca- 
pable of  taking  or  holding  any  contract,  agreement,  or 
commission,  for  the  public  service,  or  any  share  thereof,  or 
any  benefit  or  emolument  from  the  same,  in  any  manner 
whatsoever.    * 
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10.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  in  every  inch  contract,  A  condition  t« 
agreement,* or  commission,  to  be  made,  entered  into,  or  a?i  puSfccoii1- 
accepted,  as  aforesaid,  there  shall  he  inserted  an.express  tracte^afth° 
condition,  that  no  member  of  the  house  of  commons  be  houaeof  com- 
admitted  to  any  share  or  part  of  snch  contract,  agreement,  j"on9  8haUh 
or  commission,  or  to  any  benefit  to  arise  therefrom;  and  *!£££?"  *" 
that  in  case  any  person  or  persons  who  hath  or  have  en-  penalty  on 
tered  into,  or  accepted,  or  who  shall  enter  into  or  accept,  c^tn[J*jJ?1 
any  such  contract,  agreement,  or  commission,  shall  admit  3? anytn«n- 
any  member  or  members  of  the  house  of  commons  to  any  }*r  °f™* 
part  or  share  thereof,  or  to  receive  any  benefit  thereby,  {£52?  to  S*' 
all  and  every  such  person  and  persons  shall,  for  every  such  share  of  theiT 
offence,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds,  to  contract*' 
be  recovered,  with  full  costs  of  suit,  in  any  of  his  majesty's 

courts  of  record  at  Westminster,  by  any  person  or  persons 
who  shall  sue  for  the  same,  by  any  action  of  debt,  bill, 
plaint,  or  information,  in  which  no  essoin,  privilege,  pro- 
tection, or  wager  of  law,  or  more  than  one  imparlance, 
shall  be  allowed ;  or  by  summary  complaint  before  the 
court  of  session  in  Scotland. 

11.  Provided  also,  and  be  it  enacted,  That  no  person  limitation  of 
shall  be  liable  to  any  forfeiture  or  penalty  inflicted  by  this  **""*• 
act,  unless  a  prosecution  shall  be  commenced  within  twelve 
kalendar  months  after  such  penalty  or  forfeiture  shall  be 
incurred. 


Anno  24°i  Georgii  III.  Cap.  26. 

An  Act  to  repeal  so  much  of  two  Acts,  made  in  the  10* A  and 
15th  Years  of  the  Reign  of  his  present  Majesty,  as  author 
rizes  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons  to  issue  his 
Warrant  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  for  making  out  Writs 
for  the  Election  of  Members  to  serve  in  Parliament,  in  the 
manner  therein  mentioned  ;  and  for  substituting  other  Pro- 
visions for  the  like  Purposes,  A.  D.  1784. 

Whereas  by  an  Act,  made  in  the  10th  year  of  the  reign  w>Geo.  s,  c 
of  his  present  majesty,  intituled,  "  An  act  to  enable  the 
speaker  of  the  house  of  commons  to  issue  his  warrants  to 
•make  out  new  writs  for  the  choice  of  members  to  serve  in 
parliament,  in  the  room  of  such  members  as  shall  die  during 
the  recess  of  parliament  ?'  and  also  by  another  act  passed 
in  the  15th  year  of  the  reign  of  his  present  majesty,  "  for  and  i5G«o^ 
explaining  and  amending  the  said  act,  and  for  enabling  the  °*  ^ 
speaker  of  the  house  of  commons  to  make  out  new  writs 
-for  the  choice  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament,  in  the 
room  of  such  members  as  shall,  during  the  recess  of  par- 
liament, become  peers  of  Great  Britain,  and  be  summoned 
-to  parliament/'  and  for  other  the  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned;   several  provisions  were  made  for  enabling  the 
.speaker  of  the  house  of  commons  to  issue  his  warrants  to        , 
.the  clerk  of  the  crown  to  make  out  new  writs  for  electing 
members  of  the  house  of  commons  in  the  room  of  such 
members  as  should  happen  to  die,  or  become  peers  of 
Great  Britain,  at  the  times,  in  the  manner,  and  under  the 
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restrictions  in  the  said  several  sets  mentioned;  and 
whereas  the  said  acts  have  been  found  highly  advanta- 
geous to  the  public,  by  causing  speedy  elections  of  mem- 
bers of  the  house  of  commons,  and  it  is  therefore  expe- 
dient, that  the  provisions  therein  contained  should  be 
further  extended,  and  freed  from  certain  of  the  restrictions 
in  the  said  acts  particularly  specified,  and  also  that  some 
further  provisions  should  be  made  for  carrying  the  said 
powers  into  execution,  in  the  cases  of  the  death  of  the 
speaker  of  the  house  of  commons  for  the  time  being,  or  of 
his  seat  in  parliament  becoming  vacant,  or  of  his  absence 
out  of  the  realm ;  and  it  would  be  also  convenient  that  the 
provisions  contained  in  the  said  two  several  acts  of  par- 
liament, and  of  this  act,  should  be  reduced  into  one  act  of 
parliament,  and  that,  for  that  purpose,  those  provisions 
contained  in  the  said  two  several  acts  should  be  repealed : 
The  recited  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  &c.  That,  from  and  after  the 
repealed  ^«ad  P&saing  of  this  act,  the  said  act,  passed  in  the  10th  year 
part  of  ih  G.  of  the  reign  of  his  present  majesty,  and  also  so  much  of 
3,c.36.  {ae  ga|^  ac^  pa8seci  ^  the  15th  year  of  the  reign  of  his 

present  majesty,  as  enables  the  speaker  of  the  house  of 
commons  to  issue  his  warrants  to  make  out  new  writs  for 
the  election  of  members  to  serve  In  parliament,  shall  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

2.  And  be  it  enacted,  That,  from  and  after  the  pass- 
ing of  this  act,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  speaker 
of  the  house  of  commons  for  the  time  being,  during  any 
recess  of  the  said  house,  whether  by  prorogation  or  ad- 
speaker  to  is-  journment,  and  he  is  hereby  required  to  issue  his  warrant 
r^t,  durkj    to  ^e  clerk  of  the  crown,  to  make  out  a  new  writ  for  elect- 
*  2?es*'/<tr    in?  a  member  of  the  house  of  commons  in  the  room  of  any 
writ»%eiect-  member  of  the  said  house  who  shall  happen  to  die,  or  who 
ing  menfcbera   shall  become  a  peer  of  Great  Britain,  either  during  the 

in  theroomof      .«  r     .         -•        .  7        ,        .    1V      °    - 

those  who  9&id  recess,  or  previous  thereto,  as  soon  as  he  shall  receive 
beS  die  orrs  no**ce;  by  a  certificate,  under  the  hands  of  two  members  of 
ofGreatBri-  the  house  of  commons,  of  the  death  of  such  member,  in 
tain.  the  first  case ;  and  in  the  second  case,  that  a  writ  of  sum- 

mons hath  been  issued,  under  the  great  seal  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, to  summon  such  peer  to  parliament;  which  certificate 
may  be  in  the  form,  or  to  the  effect,  comprised  in  the  sche- 
dule hereunto  annexed. 
Certificates  of     *•    Provided   always,   and  be  it  enacted,  That  the 
be^notmed^in  8Pea^er  °f  tne  house  of  commons  shall  forthwith,  after  his 
theDQazette.    receiving  such  certificate,  cause  notice  thereof  to  be  in- 
serted in  the  London  Gazette,  and  shall  not  issue  his  war- 
rant until  fourteen  days  after  the  insertion  of  such  notice 
in  the  Gazette. 
Certain  re-         4-    Provided   also,   That    nothing    herein    contained 
sanctions  on    shall  extend  to  enable  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  oom- 
refatfve  to  is.  mons  to  issue  his  warrant  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  unless 
suing  his  war.  the  return  of  the  writ  (by  virtue  of  which  such  member  de- 
ceased,  or  become  a  peer  of  Great  Britain,  was  elected) 
shall  have  been  brought  into  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the 
crown,  fifteen  days  at  the  least  before  the  end  of  the  last 
sitting  of  the  house  of  commons  immediately  preceding'  the 
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time  when  such  application  shall  be  made  to  the  speaker  of 
the  house  of  commons  to  issue  such  warrant  as  aforesaid?, 
nor  unless  sueh  application  shall  be  made  so  long  before 
the  then  next  meeting  of  the  house  of  commons  for  the 
dispatch  of  business,  as  that  the  writ  for  the  election  may 
be  issued  before  the  day  of  such  next  meeting  of  the  house 
of  commons ;  nor  in  case  such  application  shall  be  made 
with  respect  to  any  seat  in  the  house  of  commons  which 
shall  have  been  vacated  in  either  of  the  methods  before- 
mentioned,  by  any  member  of  that  house  against  whose 
election  or  return  to  serve  in  parliament  a  petition  was  de- 
pending, at  the  time  of  the  then  last  prorogation  of  par- 
liament, or  adjournment  of  the  house  of  commons. 

6.   And  whereas  the  due  execution  of  this  act  may  speafcer  to  cu- 
be prevented  or  impeded  by  the  death  of  the  speaker  of  the  2£^umbeJr* 
house  of  commons  for  the  time  being,  or  by  his  seat  in  par-  of  members  of 
liament  becoming  vacant,  or  by  his  absence  out  of  the  2jJjJjJJJJ  Jjf 
realm,  for  which  inconveniencies  it  is  expedient  to  provide  execute  the 
a  remedy;  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  afore-  {JJJJjfitjifc 
said,  That  it  shall   and  may  be  lawful  for   the  present  act 
speaker  of  the  house  of  commons,  and  he  is  hereby  re- 
quired, within  a  convenient  time  after  the  passing  of  this 
act,  and  for  every  future  speaker  of  the  house  of  commons, 
and  he  is  hereby  required  within  a  convenient  time  after 
he  shall  be  in  that  office,  at  the  beginning  of  any  parlia- 
ment, by  any  instrument  in  writing  under  his  hand  and 
seal,  to  nominate  and  appoint  a  certain  number  of  persons, 
not  more  than  seven,  nor  less  than  three,  members  of  the 
house  of  commons  at  the  time  being,  thereby  authorizing 
them,  or  any  of  them,  to  execute  all  and  singular  the  powers 
given  to  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  commons  for  the  time 
Being,  for  issuing  such  warrants  as  aforesaid,  by  virtue  of 
this  act,  subject  nevertheless  to  such  regulations  and  ex- 
ceptions as  are  herein  also  contained ;  which  instrument 
of  appointment  and  authority  shall,  notwithstanding  the 
death  of  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  commons  making  and 
executing  the  same,  or  the  vacating  his  seat  in  parliament, 
continue  and  remain  in  full  force  until  the  dissolution  of 
the  parliament  in  which  it  shall  be  made. 

6.  Provided  always,  and£be  it  enacted,  That  when-  Wben  such 
ever  and  as  often  as  the  said  number  of  persons,  so  to  be  number  shall 
appointed  as  aforesaid,  shall,  by  death,  or  by  their  seats  j^SSS* 
in  parliament  being  vacated,  happen  to  be  reduced  to  less  a  new  appoint- 
than  three,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  speaker  of^Jg**01* 
the  house  of  commons  for  the  time  being  to  make  a  new 
appointment  in  the  manner  herein-before  directed. 

7.  Provided  also,  That  every  such  appointment  shall  Appointment* 
be  entered  in  the  journals  of  the  house  of  commons,  to  &e. entered 
and  be  also  published  once  in  the  London  Gazette ;  and  § XVhous?,:* 
the  instrument  of  such  appointment  shall  be  preserved  by  and  published 
the  clerk  of  the  house  of  commons,  and  a  duplicate  thereof  »*•<»■■«»• 
shall  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  crown  in 
chancery. 

8.  Provided  also,  That]  nothing  in  this  act  contained 
•hall  extend,  or  be  construed  to  extend,  to  give  any  power 
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or  authority  whatsoever  to  any  person  so  to  be  nominated 
and  appointed  as  aforesaid,  except  in  the  case  of  there 
In  what  cases  being  no  speaker  of  the  boose  of  commons,  or  of  his  being 
»om  areim^  absent  out  of  the  realm,  nor  for  any  longer  time  than  such 
powered  to  person,  so  to  be  appointed  as  aforesaid,  shall  continue  a 
***  »  member  of  the  house  of  commons ;  any  thing  herein  con- 

tained to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

£bG£Ste  to  9'  And  be  U  enacted>  T^*  the  publisher  of  the  Ga- 
ffre  receipts  zette  for|the  time  being,  when  any  such  notice  as  afore- 
ftr  notices. .  gaj^  0f  the  issuing  ofj  any  such  warrant  shall  be  brought 
to  him,  signed  by  any  person  so  appointed  as  aforesaid, 
shall  give  a  receipt  for  the  same,  specifying  the  day  and 
hour  when  the  same  was  received ;  and  in  case  more  than 
one  such  notice  shall  be  brought  to  him,  relative  to  the 
same  election,  such  publisher  shall  insert  in  the  Gazette 
only  the  notice  first  received. 

SCHEDULE. 

We  whose  names  are  underwritten,  being  two  members 
of  the  house  of  commons,  do  hereby  certify,  That  M.  P. 
late  a  member  of  the  said  house,  serving  as  one  of  the 
knights  of  the  shire  for  the  county  of  [or  as  the 

case  may  be]  died  upon  the  day  of  [or  is 

become  a  peer  of  Great  Britain],  and  that  a  writ  of  sum- 
mons hath  been  issued,  under  the  great  seal  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, to  summon  him  to  parliament  [or  as  the  case  may  be]  ; 
and  we  give  you  this  notice,  to  the  intent  that  you  may 
issue  your  warrant  to  the  clerk  of  the  crown,  to  make  out 
a  new  writ  for  the  election  of  a  knight  to  serve  in  parlia- 
ment for  the  said  county  of  [or  as  the  case  may 
be]  in  the  room  of  the  said  M.  P.  Given  under  our  hands, 
this         day  of 

To  the  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Commons. 

Note,  That  in  case  there  shall  be  no  speaker  of  the  house 
of  commons,  or  of  his  absence  out  of  the  realm,  such 
certificate  may  be  addressed  to  any  one  of  the  persons 
appointed  according  to  the  directions  of  this  act. 


Anno  25<>  Georgii  III.  Cap.  84. 

An  Act  to  limit  the  Duration  of  Polls  and  Scrutinies,  and 
for  making  other  Regulations  touching  the  Election  of 
Members  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  Places  within  Eng- 
land and  Wales,  and  for  Berwick  upon  Tweed ;  and  also 
for  removing  Difficulties  which  may  arise  for  want  of 
Returns  being  made  of  Members  to  serve  in  Parliament. 

A.  D.  1785. 

For  the  better  regulation  of  polls  and  scrutinies,  Be  it 
From  Aug.  i,  enacted,  &c.    That,  irom  and  after  the  first  day  of  August 

1785,  every       1785,    EVERY  POLL  WBICH  SHALL  BE  DEMANDED  at  any  elec- 

mence^atttke  t*°n  ft>r  *  member  or  members  to  serve  in  parliament  fox 
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any  county,  city,  borough,  or  other  place,  within  England,  latest,  the  day 
Wales,  or  for  the  town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  shall  com-  Sjj£i«di*uar 
mence  on  the  day  upon  which  the  same  shall  be  demanded,  less  it  be  Sun. 
or  upon  the  next  day  at  farthest,  (unless  it  shall  happen  to  ^continue*1 
be  a  Sunday,  and   then  on  the    day  alter) ;   and    shall  more  than  15 
be  duly  and  regularly  proceeded  in  from  day  to  day  (Sun-  day8* 
days  excepted)  until  the  same  be  finished,  but  so  as  that  no 
poll  for  the  election  of  any  member  or  members  to  serve  in 
parliament,  shall  continue  more  than  fifteen  days  at  most 
(Sundays  excepted)  ;  and  if  such  poll  shall  continue  until 
the  fifteenth  day,  then  the  same  shall  be  finally  closed  at  or 
before  the  hour  of  three  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day ; 
and  the  returning  officer  or  officers  at  every  such  election 
shall,  immediately,  or  on  the  day  next  after  the  final  close  Return  to  be 
of  the  poll,  truly,  fairly,  and  publicly  declare  the  name  or  "J"*6  *f£* 
names  of  the  person  or  persons  who  have  the  majority  of  ponfortheday 
votes  on  such  poll,  and  shall  forthwith  make  a  return  of  after,  unless  a 
such  person  or  persons,  unless  the  returning    officer   or  maided.13 
officers,  upon  a  scrutiny  being  demanded  by  any  candidate,  or 
any  two  or  more  electors,  shall  deem  it  necessary  to  grant  the 
same;  in  which  case,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  him  so 
to  do,  and  to  proceed  thereupon,  but  so  as  that  in  all  Regulations 
cases   of  a  general   election,  every  returning    officer    or  *°r  m^ing  re- 
officers  having  the  return  of  a  writ,  shall  cause  a  return  of  of  a  scrutiny.  j 
a  member  or  members  to  be  filed  in  the  crown  office  on  or 
before  the  day  on  which  such  writ  is  returnable ;  and  every 
other  returning  officer  or  officers,  acting  under  a  precept  or 
mandate,  shall  make  a  return  of  a  member  or  members,  in 
obedience  to  such  precept  or  mandate,  at  least  six  days 
before  the  day'of  the  return  of  the  writ  by  virtue  of  which 
such  election  has  been  made ;  and  so  that  in  case  of  any 
election,  upon  a  writ  issued  during  a  session  or  proroga- 
tion of  parliament,  and  a  scrutiny  being  granted  as  afore- 
said, then  that  a  return  of  a  member  or  members  shall  be 
made  within  thirty  days  after  the  close  of  the  poll,  (or 
sooner,  if  the  same  can  conveniently  be  done). 

2.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  whenever  a  scrutiny  shall 
be  gran  ted  Vs  aforesaid,  and  there  shall  be  more  parties 

than  one  objecting  to  votes  on  such  scrutiny,  the  returning  Objections  to 
officer  or  returning  officers,  shall  decide  alternately,  or  by  S^JLj0,^, 
turns,  on  the  votes  given  for  the  different  candidates  who  nateiy.         7 
shall  be  parties  to  such  scrutiny,  or  against  whom  the  same 
shall  be  carried  on. 

3.  And,  in]  order  that  the  electors  may  have  full  time 
and  opportunity  to  poll,  Be  it  enacted,  That  all  and  every 
returning  officer  and  officers,  unless  prevented  by  an  una- 
voidable accident,  shall,  during  the  continuance  of  the 
poll,  on  every  day  subsequent  to  the  commencement  of  the 

same,  cause  the  said  poll  to  be  kept  open  for  seven  hours  Poll  to  be  kept 
at  the  least  in  each  day,  between  the  hours  of  eight  in  SSS^^S^u* 
the  morning  and  eight  at  night. '  7* 

4.  And  whereas  inconveniences  may  arise  from  the 
time  allowed  by  the  laws  now  in  being  for  proceeding  to 
an  election  of  a  knight  or  knights  to  serve  in  parliament, 
for  any  county  or  shire  in  England  or  Wales ;  Be  it  en- 
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acted,  That  immediately  alter  the  receipt  of  the  writ  for 
making  any  such  election,  and  indorsing  on  the  back 
thereof  the,  day  of  receiving  the  same,  as  by  law  required, 
it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  sheriff  of  such  county  or 
shire,  and  he  is  hereby  required,  within  two  days  after  the 
within  two     receipt  thereof,  to  cause  proclamation  to  be  made  at  the 
day*  after  re-  place  where  the  ensuing  election  ought  by  law  to  be  holden, 
wn?  procU-    OI"  a  special  county  court  to  be  there  holden  for  the  purpose 
matMm  to  be  of  such  election  only,  on  any  day,  Sunday  excepted,  not 
^^dMJ    later  from  the  day  of  making  such  proclamation  than  the 
which  must     sixteenth  day,  nor  sooner  than  the  tenth  day ;  and  that  he 
JgeMi^and11  *****  proceed  in  such  election,  at  such  special  county  court, 
loth  day  after  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  said  election  was  to  be  held 
proclamation.  at  a  ^nnty  court,  or  at  an  adjourned  county  court,  ac- 
,  cording  to  the  laws  now  in  being :  Provided  always,  That 

the  usual  county  court  for  all  other  purposes,  or  any  ad- 
journment made  thereof,  shall  take  place,  be  held,  and 
proceeded  in,  by  the  sheriff,  or  his  deputy,  and  may  from 
time  to  time  be  further  adjourned  and  proceeded  is,  in 
such  and  the  same  manner,  and  at  the  same  times  and 
places,  as  if  the  writ  for  the  election  of  a  knight  or  knights 
of  the  shire  had  not  been  received. 

5.  And  whereas,  although  from  the  various  and  dis- 
puted rights  of  voting  in  several  cities,  boroughs  and  other 
places,  a  positive  oath  of  qualification  cannot  be  required 
from  the  electors,  yet  it  is  apprehended  that  unqualified 
persons  may  be  deterred  from  polling  at  such  elections, 
under  fictitious  names  or  otherwise,  by  requiring  from  elec- 
tors previously  to '  their  polling,  the  oath  or  affirmation 
herein-after  mentioned ;  Be  it  therefore  further  enacted, 
That,  from  and  after  the  said  first  day  of  August,  1785, 
upon  every  election  to  be  made,  within  that  part  of  Great 
Britain  called  England,  or  Wales,  or  town  of  Berwick 
upon  Tweed,  of  any  member  or  members  to  serve  in  par- 
liament, in  all  cases  where  no  oath  or  affirmation  of  quali- 
fication, other  than  the  oaths  or  affirmations  against  bri- 
bery, or  of  allegiance,  supremacy,  and  abjuration,  can 
now  by  law  be  required,  every  person  claiming  to  give  bis 
An  oath  to  he  ▼ote  at  the  said  election,  shall  (if  required  by  any  candi- 
tata previous  date,  or  any  person  having  a  right  to  vote  at  such  election), 
to  polling.  before  he  is  admitted  to  poll,  take  the  oath  (or,  being  one 
of  the  people  called  Quakers,  make  the  solemn  affirmation) 
following ;  (that  is  to  say), 
The  oath.  "  *  do  wear,  (or  being  a  Quaker,  do  affirm),  That 

my  name  is  A,  B.  and  that  I  am  [specifying 

the  addition,  profession,  or  trade  of  such  person],  and  that 
the  place  of  my  abode  is  at  in  the  county 

of  [and  if  it  is  a  town  consisting  of  mora 

streets  than  one,  specifying  what  street"] ;  and  that  I  have 
'not  before  polled  at  this  election;  and  that  I  verily  be- 
lieve myself  to  be  of  the  full  age  of  twenty-one  years/' 

Which  oath,  or  solemn  affirmation,  the  returning  officer  or 
officers  at  such  election,  and  his  or  their  deputies  and 
poll  clerks,  is  or  are  hereby  authorized  and  required  to 
administer. 
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6.  And  be  it  further    enacted,  That,  from  and  after 
the  first  day  of  August,  1785,  upon   every  election  of  any 
member  or  members  to  serve  in  parliament  for  any  county, 
city,  borough,  or  place,  within  England  or  Wales,  or  for 
Berwick  upon  Tweed,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  J? 2*JJnllJJ<5*f" 
returning  officer  or  officers,  if  he  or  they  see  cause,  and  he  rized  to  admi- 
and  they  are  in  such  case  authorized,  during  the  continu-  JjjjJfJ  °^ru. 
ance  of  any  scrutiny  which  shall  have  been  granted  as  tiny!*8  a 
aforesaid,  to  administer  an  oath  to  any  person  whatsoever 
consenting  to  take  the  same,  touching  the  right  of  any  per- 
son having  voted  at  such  election,  or  touching  any  other 

matter  or  thing  material  or  necessary  towards  carrying  on 
such  scrutiny. 

7.  And  whereas  it  is  expedient  that  all  persons  em- 
ployed as  poll  clerks  at  elections,  should  take  an  oath  for 
the  faithful  discharge  of  their  office,  but  the  same  is  not  at 
present  required  or  authorized  by  law,  except  in  counties 
and  other  places  for  which  there  are  express  provisions 
made. by  statute  ;  Be- it  therefore  enacted,  That,  from  and 
.after  the  said  first  day  of  August,  1785,  at  every  election 
of  any  member' or  members  of  parliament  for  any  city, 
borough  or  other  place,  within  England  or  Wales,  or  town 
of  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  every  person  whom  the  returning 
officer  or  officers  shall  retain  to  act  as  a  clerk  in  taking  the 

poll  shall,  before  beginning  to  take  such  poll,  be  sworn  by  p0u  clerks  to 
such  returning  officer  or  officers  truly  and  indifferently  to  take^an  oath 
take  the* said  poll,  and  to  set  down  the  name  of  each  voter,  discharge  ot" 
and  his  addition,  profession,  or  trade,  and  the  place  of  his  tbeir  duty, 
abode,  and  for  whom  he  shall  poll ;  and  to  poll  no  person 
who  is  not  sworn  or  put  to  his  affirmation,  where,  by  this 
or  any  other  statute,  any  oath  or  affirmation  now  is  or  here- 
after shall  be  required,  which  oath  of  every  such  poll  clerk 
the  said  returning  officer  or  officers  is  or  are  hereby  autho- 
rized and  required  to  administer. 

8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person,  in  Persons  tak- 
taking  any  oath  or  affirmation  herein- before  appointed  or  Xl'otbers0™* 
authorized  to  be  taken  before  any  returning  officer  or  offi-  take,  a  false 
oers,  shall  thereby  commit  wilful  perjury,  and  be  thereof  ffe  pato  in-to 
convicted  ;  or  if  any  person  shall  unlawfully  and  corruptly  ^ted  by  5 
procure  or  suborn  any  other  person  to  take  any  such  oath  g  Geo."f. 'cfa5, 
or  affirmation,  whereby  he  or  she  shall  commit  such  wilful 
perjury,  and  shall  be  thereof  convicted,  he  or  she  so  offend- 
ing shall  incur  such  pains  and  penalties  as  are  inflicted  in 

and  by  two  acts  of  parliament,  the  one  made  in  the  5th 
year  of  the  reign  of  the  late  queen  Elizabeth  (intituled, 
An  act  for  punishment  of  such  person  as  shall  procure  or 
commit  any  wilful  perjury) ;  the  other  made  in  the  2d  year 
of  his  late  majesty  king  George  the  Second  (intituled,  An 
act  for  the  more  effectual  preventing  and  further  punish- 
ment of  forgery,  perjury,  and  subornation  of  perjury ;  and 
to  make  it  felony  to  steal  bonds,  notes,  or  other  securities 
for  payment  of  money),  for  any  perjury  or  subornation  of 
perjury,  contrary  to  the  said  acts. 

9.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted,  That  nothing  JJ°*jto  extend 
in  this  act  before  contained  shall  extend  to,  or  in  any  wise  whereparticu- 
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feanseKv*"      affect,  alter,  or  regulate  the  mode  or  time  of  proceeding  at 

been  enacted   any  election  of  any  member  or  members  for  any  place  where 

by  statute.      particular  regulations,  touching  the  duration  of  polls  and 

scrutinies,  are  specially  enacted  by  statute,  but  that  every 

such  election  shall  be  begun  and  carried  on  in  the  same 

manner  as  if  this  act  had  not  been  made. 

10.  And  whereas  an  act  was  passed  in  the  10th  year 
of  his  present  majesty's  reign  (intituled,  An  act  to  regulate 
the  trials  of  controverted  elections,  or  returns  of  members 
to  serve  in  parliament)  ;  and  another  act  was  passed  in  the 
11th  year  of  his  said  majesty's  reign,  for  explaining  and 
amending  the  said  former  act ;  and  whereas  no  provision  is 
made  therein  for  the  hearing  and  determining  any  petition, 
unless  the  same  shall  complain  of  an  undue  election  or 
return  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament ;  Be  it  therefore 
haverSo?  been  enacteo%  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  August,  1785, 
duty  made,  a  if  upon  any  writ  or  writs  to  be  issued  for  the  electing  of 
teeSc°beai *~  ***?  memDer  or  members  to  serve  in  parliament,  no  return 
pointed7,  con!*  shall  be  made  to  the  same  on  or  before  the  day  which  such 
Geo°3>1cti610  w"t"  made  returnable;  or  if  a  writ    shall  have  been 
and iiGeo  3. issued  during  any  session  or  prorogation  of  parliament, 
c  42-  and  no  return  shall  be  made  to  the  same  within  fifty-two 

days  after  the  day  on  which  such  writ  bears  date  ;  or  if 
the  return  made  in  either  of  such  cases  shall  not  be  a  return 
of  a  member  or  members,  according  to  the  requisition  thereof  r 
but  contain  special  matters  only  concerning  such  election, 
it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  person  or  persons, 
having  had,  or  claiming  to  have  had,  a  right  to,  vote  at  such 
election,  or  claiming  to  have  had  a  right  to  be  returned  as 
duly  elected  thereat,  who  shall  think  himself  or  themselves 
aggrieved,  to  petition  the  house  of  commons  concerning 
the  same ;  and  upon  such  petition  being  presented,  a  day 
and  hour  shall  be  appointed  for  taking  the  same  into  con- 
Notice  of  the  sideration,  and  notice  thereof  in  writing  shall  be  forthwith 
committees  to  given  by  the  speaker  to  the  petitioners,  and  to  the  return- 
be  given  to  the  ing  officer  or  officers  by  whom  such  return  ought  to  have 
and1  returning  been  made,  or  shall  have  been  made,  accompanied  with  an 
officers.  order  to  him  or  them  to  attend  the  house  at  the  time  ap- 

pointed, by  himself  or  themselves,  his  or  their  council  or 
agents :  and  a  select  committee  shall  be  appointed  accord- 
ing to  the  directions  of  the  said  two  recited  acts,  for  regu- 
lating the  trial  of  controverted  elections ;  which  committee 
shall  try  and  determine  whether  any,  and  which  of  the 
person  or  persons  named  in  such  petition  ought  to  have 
been  returned,  or  whether  a  new  writ  ought  to  issue ; 
which  determination  shall  be  final  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses ;  and  the  house  being  informed  thereof  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  said  select  committee,  shall  order  the  same  to 
be  entered  in  their  journals,  and  give  the  necessary  direc- 
tions for  ordering  a  return  to  be  made,  or  for  altering  the 
return  if  made,  or  for  the  issuing  a  new  writ  for  a  new  elec- 
tion, or  for  carrying  the  said  determination  into  execution, 
as  the  case  may  require. 
Regulations  n.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  and  every 
jf  18,  ^ni'  n  ttt«  rales,  regulations,  authorities,  and  powers,  given   or 
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prescribed  by  either  of  the  said  recited  acts  for  regulating  Geo.  s,  c.  42, 
the  trial  of  controverted  elections,  with  respect  to  select  fhu^act.  t0 
committees  to  be  appointed  by  virtue  of  the  said  acts,  or 
either  of  them,  shall  be  in  full  force  and  effect  with  respect 
to  select  committees  to  be  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  pre- 
sent act,  in  as  full  and  ample  manner  as  if  the  same  were 
herein  repeated  and  particularly  and  specially  enacted  con- 
cerning the  same. 

12.  Provided    always,   That  if  the  returning    officer  when  return- 
er officers,  by  whom  such  return  ought  to  have  been  made,  SJn* c£* 
or  has  been  made,  cannot  be  found  so  as  to  be  served  with  found,  or  do 
the  notice  or  order  herein-before  mentioned,  or  being  served  SJm^StteJJ  at 
shall  not  appear  by  himself  or  themselves,  his   or  their  other  persons 
council  or  agents,  at  the  day  *or  time  appointed  for  taking  {S^  J£"ap, 
such  petition  into  consideration,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  pear  in  their 
for  the  house  to  permit  or  authorize  any  person  to  appear  ^2'  more 
in  the  stead  of  him  or  them ;  and  in  case  there  shall  be  no  than  one  peti- 
more  petitions  than  one  presented,  complaining  of  such  salted,  the 
return,  or  omission  of  a  return,  on  distinct  interest,  or  com-  house  to  deter- 
plaining  upon  different  grounds,  the  house  shall  determine,  returnii^orh- 
from  the  nature  of  the  case,  whether  the  returning  officer  cer  is  to  strike 
or  officers,  or  person  appearing  in   the"  stead  of  him   or  fjjjt  of^em- 
them,  shall,  together  with  such  petitioners,  be  entitled  to  j>ers  drawn  by^ 
strike  off  from  the  list  of  members  drawn  by  lot,   in  the 

manner  directed  by  the  said  act,  passed  in  the  llth  year 
of  the  reign  of  his  present  Majesty,  in  the  case  where 
there  shall  be  more  than  two  parties  before  the  house,  or 
whether  such  list  shall  be  reduced  by  the  parties  severally 
presenting  the  said  petitions  only. 

13.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  if  any  sheriff,  or  other  Returning  of- 
re turning  officer  or  officers,  who  shall  preside  at  any  elec-  prosecution  to 
tion  of  a  member  or  members  to  serve  in  parliament  for  any  for  offences 
county,  city,  borough,  or  place,  shall  wilfully  offend  against,  *|f.1DSt 

or  act  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act, 
every  such  person  shall  be  liable  to  be  prosecuted,  by  in- 
formation or  indictment  in  his  majesty's  court  of  king's 
bench,  or  at  any  court  of  oyer  and  terminer,  great  sessions, 
or  gaol  delivery,  for  the  county,  city,  town,  or  place,  where 
such  offence  shall  be  committed,  in  which  no  noli  prosequi 
or  cesset  processus  shall  be  granted ;  any  law,  custom,  or 
usage  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

14.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  sheriff  or  Returning  of 
returning  officer  shall  wilfully  delay,  neglect,  or  refuse  fibers  nay  be 
duly  to  return  any  person  who  ought  to  be  returned  to  iectin*0[oDrf- 
serve  in  parliament  for  any  county,  city,  borough,  or  place  J"*  P«rs™» 
wit^un  Great  Britain,  every  such  person  may,  in  case  it   u  7  e  e 
shall  have  been  determined  by  a  select  committee,  ap- 
pointed in  the  manner  herein-before  directed,  that  such 

person  was  entitled  to  have  been  returned,  sue  the  sheriff, 
or  other  officer  or  officers,  having  so  wilfully  delayed,  neg- 
lected, or  refused  duly  to  make  such  return,  and  every  or 
any  of  them,  at  his  election,  in  any  of  his  majesty's  courts 
of  record  at  Westminster,  or  of  the  court  of  session  in 
Scotland ;  and  shall  recover  double  the  damages  he  shall 
sustain  by  reason  thereof,  together  with  full  costs  of  suit. 
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Actions  to  be  15.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted, 
withm  one  That,  every  indictment,  information,  or  action,  for  any 
Sir?" dfteT  tJ?e  offence  against  this  act,  shall  be  found,  filed,  or  commenced 
months. after*  within  one  year  after  commission  of  the  fact  on  which* such 
Soceed'°n  °f  indictment,  information,  or  action  shall  be  grounded,  or 
thehousef8111  within  six  months  after  the  conclusion  of  any  proceedings 
in  the  house  of  commons  relating  to  such  election. 

10.     Provided    always,    That,    notwithstanding    any 

thing  in  this  act  contained,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 

the  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Southampton,  and  he  is  hereby 

required,  after  any  poll  for  the  said   county  shall  have 

closed  at  Winchester,  and  which  shall  always  be  closed 

within  the  space  of  fifteen  days  at  the  most,  in  the  manner 

above  required,  to  adjourn  the  poll  to  Newport  in  the  Isle 

Poll  may  be    °f  Wight,  in  case  the  same  shall  be  required  by  one  or 

adjourned       more  of  the  candidates,  so  that  every  such  adjourned  poll 

&ltoWNew?*"  shall  commence  within  four  days  from  the  close  of  the  poll 

port  in  the  isle  at  Winchester,  and  shall  not  continue  longer  than  three 

1  wight,  &*  day8  at  ^e  most. 


Anno  26°  Georgii  III.  Cap.  100. 

An  Act  to  prevent  occasional  Inhabitants  from  voting  in  the 
Election  of  Members  to  serve  in  Parliament,  for  Cities 
and  Boroughs,  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Eng- 
land, and  the  Dominion  of  Wales,  •       A.  D.  1786. 

Whereas  it  frequently  happens,  in  cities  and  boroughs 
where  the  right  of  election  of  members  to  serve  in  parlia- 
ment is  in  the  inhabitants  paying  scot  and  lot,  or  in   the 
inhabitants  householders,  housekeepers,  and  pot-wallers, 
legally  settled,  or  in  the  inhabitants  householders,  house- 
keepers, and  pot-wallers,  or  in  the  inhabitants    house- 
holders resiants,  or  in  the  inhabitants  within  such  cities  or 
boroughs,  that  much  trouble,  expence,  and  litigation,  is 
created  by  occasional  voters,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  the 
real  inhabitants,  who  bear  the  burthens  of  such  cities  and 
boroughs,  and  to   whom  the  right  of  sending  members  to 
parliament  belongs:    for  remedy  thereof,  Be  it  enacted, 
From  Aug.  1,  &c.  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  August,  1786,  no 
1786,  any  per-  person  shall  be  admitted  to  vote  at  any  election  of  a  mem- 
anninhabftant,  ber  or  members  to  serve   in  parliament  for  any  city  or 
awnot  &?    horough  of  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England,  or 
who  shall  not  the  dominion  of  Wales,  as  an  inhabitant  paying  scot  and 
'nonuv""?"6  *ot'  or  as  an  'nnaDitant  householder,  housekeeper,  and  pot- 
IusntpsthPeieNl  waller,  legally  settled,  or  as  an  inhabitant  householder, 
rorfe't  sb!°-     housekeeper,  and  pot-waller,  or  as  an  inhabitant  house- 
*'     holder  resiant,  or  as  an  inhabitant  of  such  city  or  borough, 
unless  he  shall  have  been  actually  and  bona  fide  an  inha- 
bitant paying  scot  and  lot,  or  an  inhabitant  householder, 
housekeeper,  and  pot-waller,  legally  settled,  or  an  inha- 
bitant householder,  housekeeper,  and  pot-waller,  or  an  in- 
habitant householder  resiant,  or  an  inhabitant  within  such 
city  or  borough,  six  calendar  months  previous  to  the  day 
of  the  election  at  which  he  shall  tender  his  vote;  and  if 
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Any  person  shall  vote  At  any  such  election,  contrary  to  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  his  vote  shall  be 
deemed  null  and  void,  and  he  shall  forfeit,  to  any  person 
who  shall  sue  for  the  same,  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds  to 
be  recovered  by  him  or  her,  by  action  of  debt,  in  any  of 
his  majesty's  courts  of  record  at  Westminster,  wherein  no 
essoin,  protection,  wager  of  law,  privilege,  or  imparlance, 
shall  be  admitted  or  allowed  ;  and  in  every  such  action  the 
proof  of  inhabitancy,    as   aforesaid,    shall    lie  upon  the 
person  against  whom  the  same  shall  be  brought :    Pro- 
vided nevertheless,  That  such  action  be  commenced  within 
six  kalendar  months  after  the  cause  of  action  accrued  : 
Provided  also,  that  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  ex-  {JJJJj^J*  to  ex" 
tend,  or  be  construed  to  extend,  to  any  person  acquiring  sons  acqutnng 
the  possession  of  any  house,  in  any  city  or  borough,  by  S08Sesstio^, 
descent,  devise,  marriage,  or  marriage  settlement,  or  pro-     X€ 
motion  to  any  office  or  benefice. 

2.  Provided  also,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this 
act  shall  relate  only  to  those  persons  who  claim  to  ex- 
ercise the  franchise  of  voting  as  inhabitants  paying  scot 
and  lot,  or  as  inhabitants  householders,  housekeepers,  and 
pot-wallers,  legally  settled,  or  as  inhabitants  householders, 
housekeepers   and  pot- wallers,  or  as  inhabitants  house- 
holders resiants,  or  as  inhabitants  within  such  cities,  or  nor  to  persons 
boroughs,  and  shall  not  extend  to  any  other  description  of  J) J^JJ*  ote 
persons  who  may  claim  to  vote  at  any  election  for  mem-  under  any 
bers  to  serve  in  parliament  for  such  cities  or  boroughs,  by  {fo^tha?^"1* 
any  other  title,  or  by  any  other  superadded  qualification.      habitants  pay- 

,  *  ing  scot  and 

* ; lot.  Arc. 

Anno  29°  Georgii  III.  Cap.  52. 

An  Act  for  the  further  Regulation  of  the  Trials  of  controverted 
Elections,  or  Returns  of  Members  to  serve  in  Parliament. 

A.  D.  1788. 

Whereas,  by  an  act  of  parliament  passed  in  the  10th 
year  of  the  reign  of  his  present  majesty,  intituled,  *  An  act wG- 3-  Ct  i6, 
to  regulate  the  trials  of  controverted  elections,  or  returns  of 
members  to  serve  in  parliament,'  certain  regulations  were 
established,  for  a  time  therein  limited,  for  the  trials  of  con- 
troverted elections,  or  returns  of  members  to  serve  in  par- 
liament;' and  whereas,  by  an  act  passed  in  the  11th  year  of  n  G.s.  c  42. 
the  reign  of  his  present  majesty,  intituled,  *  An  act  to  ex- 
plain and  amend  an  act  made  in  the  last  session  of  parlia- 
ment, intituled,  an  act  to  regulate  the  trials  of  controverted 
elections,  or  returns  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament,' 
further  regulations  were  made  therein ;  and  whereas  the 
provisions  of  the  said  acts  were,  by  an  act  passed  in  the 
14th  year  of  the  reign  of  his  present  majesty,  continued  and  and425  °- *: 
made  perpetual ;  and  whereas,  by  an  act  passed  in  the  25th  c*      recIted- 
year  of  the  reign  of  his  present  majesty,  intituled, *  An  act 
to  limit  the  duration  of  polls  and  scrutinies,  and  for  making 
other  regulations  touching  the  election  of  members  to  serve 
in  parliament  for  places  within  England  and  Wales,  and 
for  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  and  also  for  removing  difficulties 

Y2 
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which  may  arise  for  want  of  returns  being  made  of  members 
to  serve  in  parliament,1  the  provisions  of  the  said  acts  were 
extended,  in  the  manner  therein  mentioned,  to  petitions 
complaining  that  no  return  has  been  made  to  a  writ,  issued 
for  the  election  of  a  member  or  members  to  serve  in  parlia- 
ment, within  the  times  limited  in  the  said  act,  or  that  such 
return  is  not  a  return  of  a  member  or  members  according 
to  the  requisition  of  the  writ ;  and  whereas  it  is  expedient 
that  further  regulations  should  be  made  for  the  execution  of 
the  said  several  acts,  and  that  provision  should  be  made  for 
discouraging  persons  from  presenting  frivolous  or  vexatious 
petitions,  or  setting  up  frivolous  or  vexatious  defences,  in 
any  of  the  cases  to  which  the  above-recited  acts  relate,  and 
that  provision  should  also  be  made  for  the  final  decision  of 
questions  respecting  the  rights  of  voting  at  such  elections, 
or  of  nominating  or  appointing  the  returning  officer  or  re- 
.  .  turning  officers,  who  are  to  preside  thereat:  be  it  therefore 
compfaining  enacted,  &c.  -That  no  petition  complaining  of  an  undue 
of  an  undue  election  or  return,  or  of  the  omission  of  a  return,  or  of  the 
tura'tobepro^  insufficiency  of  a  return,  shall  be  proceeded  upon,  in  the 
ceeded  upon,  manner  prescribed  in  the  said  above  recited  acts,  unless  the 
scribedSa<}  same  shall  be  subscribed  by  some  person  or  persons  claim- 
herein-men-  jng  therein  to  have  had  a  right  to  vote  at  the  election  to 
which  the  same  shall  relate,  or  to  have  had  a  right  to  be  re- 
turned as  duly  elected  thereat,  or  alledging  himself  or 
themselves  to  have  been  a  candidate  or  candidates  at  such 
election :  provided  always,  That  in  any  case  where  a  writ 
has  been  issued  for  the  election  of  a  member  to  serve  in 
parliament  for  any  district  of  burghs  in  that  part  of  Great 
Britain  called  Scotland,  any  such  petition  as  aforesaid  shall 
and  may  be  so  proceeded  upon,  if  the  same  shall  be  sub- 
Scribed  by  any  person  or  persons  claiming  therein  to  have 
had  a  right  to  vote  at  the  election  of  any  delegate  or  dele- 
gates, commissioner  or  commissioners,  for  choosing  a  bur- 
gess for  such  district. 

2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if,  at  any  time  before 
the  day  appointed  for  taking  any  such  petition  into  con- 
sideration, the  speaker  of  the  bouse  of  commons  shall  be  in- 
herein  sped-    forme(*>  by  a  certificate  in  writing,  subscribed  by  two  of  the 
tied,  notice  to  members  of  the  said  house,  of  the  death  of  the  sitting  mem- 
feaker  to  the  ^er  or  s*^n8  members,  or  either  of  them,  whose  election  or 
returning  of-    return  is  complained  of  in  such  petition,  or  of  the  death  of 
pface°to  which  anv  member  or  members  returned  upon  a  double  return, 
any  such  pe-  whose  election  or  return  is  complained  of  in  such  petition, 
tition  relates,  or  t}iat  a  wrjt  0f  summons  has  been  issued,  under  the  great 
seal  of  Great  Britain,  to  summon  any  such  member  or  mem- 
bers to  parliament  as  a  peer  of  Great  Britain ;  or  if  the  house 
of  commons  shall  have  resolved  that  the  seat  of  any  such 
member  is  by  law  become  vacant ;  or  if  the  said  house  shall 
be  informed,  by  a  declaration  in  writing,  subscribed  by 
such  member  or  members,  or  either  of  them,  as  the  ease 
shall  be,  and  delivered  in  at  the  table  of  the  house,  that  it 
is  not  the  intention  of  such  member  or  members  to  defend 
his  or  their  election  or  return;  in  every  such  case  notice 
thereof  shall  immediately  be  sent  py  the  speaker  to  the 
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sheriff,  or  other  returning  officer  for  the  county,  borough,  or 
place  to  which  such  petition  shall  relate,  and  such  sheriff  ^^Jj^S0' 
or  other  returning  officer  shall  cause  a  true  copy  of  the  same  on  the  doors  of 
to  be  affixed  on  the  doore  of  the  county  hall  or  town  hall,  or  to^nThS^or' 
of  the  parish  church  nearest  to  the  place  where  such  elec-  newest  church 
tion  has  usually  been  held,  and  such  notice  shall  also  be  {^Gazette."1 
inserted,  by  order  of  the  speaker,  in  the  next  London  Ga- 
zette ;  and  the  order  for  taking  such  petition  into  considera-  Order  for 
tion  shall,  if  necessary,  be  adjourned,  so  that  at  the  least  ^JSonsUinto 
thirty  days  may  intervene  between  the  day  on  which  such  consideration 
notice  shall  be  inserted  in  the  said  Gazette, and  the  day  on  jSurued^* 
which  such  petition  shall  be  taken  into  consideration 

3.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  £ys  afe?  »o- 
at  any  time  within  thirty  days  after  the  day  on  which  such  tice  jf.80^0" 
notice  shall  have  been  inserted  in  the  said  Gazette,  for  any  Gazette?  any 
person  or  persons  claiming  to  have  had  a  right  to  vote  at  *<*«"  m»ype- 
such  election,  or  at  the  election  of  delegates  or  commissioners  admitted  a 
for  making  such  election,  to  petition  the  house,  praying  to  p*1**^  in  the 
be  admitted  as  a  party  or  parties,  in  the  room  of  such  mem*  comp  am  " 
ber  or  members,  or  either  of  them ;  and  such  person  or  per- 
sons shall  thereupon  be  so  admitted  as  a  party  or  parties, 

and  shall  be  considered  as  such,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses whatever.  Mb* 

4.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  whenever  the  member  or  ing^ptice  o7 
members,  whose  election  or  return  is  so  complained  of  in  thetirJ**fn£™} 
such  petition,  shall  have  given  such  notice  as  aforesaid  of  their  election, 
bis  or  their  intention  not  to  defend  the  same,  he  or  they  JJLJS  **  ■*■ ' 
shall  not  be  admitted  to  appear  or  act  as  a  party  or  parties  ties  again*?*" 
against  such  petition,  in  any  subsequent  proceedings  there-  W  su<*  pe- 
npon,  any  thing, in  the  above  recited  acts  to  the  contrary  on' 
notwithstanding  :  and  he  or  they  shall  also  be  restrained 

from  sitting  in  the  house,  or  voting  in  any  question,  until 
such  petition  shall  have  been  decided  upon  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  the  above  recited  acts  and  by  this  act.  ^o  proceed- 

5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  proceeding  shall  u>gs  to  be  had 
be  had  upon  any  petition,  by  virtue  of  the  above  recited  JJuon  "unlesa 
acts  or  of  this  act,  unless  the  person  or  persons  subscribing  oucof  tu 
the  same,  or  some  one  or  more  of  them,  shall,  within  four-  Inter  intoa 
teen  days  after  the  same  shall  have  been  presented  to  the  recognizance 
house,  or  within  such  further  time  as  shall  be  limited  byJbreItoe*hoase 
the  house,  personally  enter  into  a  recognizance  to  our  sove-  at  toe  tune 
reign  lord  the  king,  according  to  the  form  hereunto  annexed,  in*  it  into  con- 
in  the  sum  of  two  hundred   pounds,  with  two  sufficient  Jjj*?™?0111 
sureties,  in  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  each,  to  appear  cognisance  be 
before  the  house  at  such  time  or  times  as  shall  be  fixed  by  2n^£torSer 
the  house  for  taking  such  petition  into  consideration,  and  tor  taking  the 
also  to  appear  before  any  select  committee  which  shall  be  {J^erafon0 
appointed  by  the  house  for  the  trial  of  the  same,  and  to  re-  to  be  dis- 
pell? the  same  in  every  subsequent  session  of  parliament,  until  ^yjjjjj"1" 
a  select  committee  shall  have  been  appointed  by  the  house  shall  be  seen 
for  the  trial  of  the  same,  or  unitl  the  same  shall  have  been  J*  JgJ^JJg 
withdrawn  by  the  permission  of  the  house ;  and  if,  at  the  ' 
expiration  of  the  said  fourteen  days,  such  recognizance  snail 

not  have  been  so  entered  into,  or  shall  not  have  been  received 
by  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  commons,  the  speaker  shall 
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report  the  same  to  the  house,  and  the  order  for  taking  such 
petition  into  consideration  shall  thereupon  be  discharged,  un- 
less, upon  matter  specially  stated  and  verified  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  house,  the  house  shall  see  cause  to  enlarge  the 
time  for  entering  into  snch  recognizance ;  and  whenever 
such  time  shall  be  so  enlarged,  the  order  for  taking  such  pe- 
tition into  consideration  shall,  if  necessary,  be  postponed, 
so  that  no  such  petition  shall  be  so  taken  into  consideration  till 
after  such  recognizance  shall  have  been  entered  into  and  re- 
ceived by  the  speaker:  provided  always,  That  the  time  for 
entering  into  such  recognizance  shall  not  be  enlarged  more 
than  once,  nor  for  any  number  of  days  exceeding  thirty. 
Recog-  6.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  said  recognizances  shall 

enter^iuto1*  De  entcre^  *nt0  before  the  speaker  of  the  bouse  of  com- 
before  the  <  mons,  who  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  take  the 
thTsueffrcieucy  ■»me  >  and  the  sufficiency  of  the  sureties  named  therein  shall 
of  the  sureties  be  judged  of  and  allowed  by  the  said  speaker,  on  the  re- 
of  by  himron  Port  °f two  persons  appointed  by  him  to  examine  the  same, 
the  report'of  of  which  two  persons  the  clerk,  or  clerk  assistant  of  the 
feriKS-  house,  shall  always  be  one,  and  one  of  the  following  officers, 
tioned.  not  being  a  member  of  the  said  house,  shall  be  the  other ; 

(that  is  to  say)  masters  of  the  high  court  of  chancery,  clerks 
in  the  court  or  king's  bench,  prothonotaries  in  the  court  of 
common  pleas,  and  clerks  in  the  court  of  exchequer;  and 
the  said  persons  so  appointed  are  hereby  authorized  and 
required  to  examine  the  same,  and  to  report  their  judgment 
thereupon ;  and  are  also  hereby  authorized  to  demand  and 
receive  such  fees,  for  such  examination  and  report,  as  shall 
be,  from  time  to  time,  fixed  by  any  resolution  of  the  house 
of  commons. 

7.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That 
in  case  where  the  party  or  parties,  who  are  to  enter  into 

Sureties  living  8ucn  recognizance,  or  his  or  their  sureties,  or  either  of  them, 
Sues  from      shall  reside  at  a  greater  distance  from  London,  than  forty 
London  may  miles,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  such  party  or  parties, 
ui»wceebetore  surety  or  sureties,  respectively,  to  enter  into  such  recog- 
a  justice.        nizance  before  any  of  his  majesty's  justices  of  the  peace; 
and  his  majesty's  justices  of  the  peace,  or  any  of  them,  is 
and  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  take  the 
same ;  and  such  recognizance,  being  duly  certified  under  the 
hand  of  such  justice,  and  being  transmitted  to  the  speaker 
of  the  house  of  commons,  shall  have  the  same  force  and 
effect  as  if  the  same  had  been  entered  into  before  the  said 
speaker:  Provided  also,  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
the  persons  to  whom  it  is  referred  by  the  speaker  to  examine 
the  sufficiency  of  such  surety  or  sureties,  to  receive  as  evi- 
dence, in  their  said  examination,  any  affidavits  relating 
Affidavit*       thereto,  which  shall  be  sworn  before  any  master  of  the  high 
mister^n     *  court  of  chancery,  or  before/any  of  his  majesty's  justices  of 
chancery,  or  a  the  peace  ;  and  such  master  of  the  high  court  of  chancery, 
iec«w«itasbe  .or  justice  of  the  peace,  respectively,  is  hereby  authorized  to 
evidence  of    'administer  such  oath,  and  is  authorized  and .  required  to 
ofVuU*tie'ncy  certify  such  affidavit  under  his  hand. 

8.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  house  shall    not  per- 
mit any  such  petition-  to  be  withdrawn,  except  so  far  as  the 
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same  may  relate  to  the  election  or  return  of  any  member  or  £o  petition  to 
members  who  shall,  since  the  same  shall  have  been  pre-  uniStS?*" 
sented,  have  vacated  his  or  their  seat  by  death,  or  in  any  I?*"?l>er's  •«** 
o trier  manner.  been  vacated. 

9.  And  be  it  enacted,   That  if  the  petitioner  or  pe- 
titioners, who  shall  have  entered  into  such  recognizance  as 
aforesaid,  shall  not  appear  before  the  house  by  himself  or 
themselves,  or  by  his  or  their  counsel  or  agents,  within  one  S£2c«  of 
hour  after  the  time  fixed,  in  pursuance  of  the  above  recited  petitioners  not 
acts,  and  of  this  act,  for  calling  in  the  respective  parties,  tKthlfLuse 
their  counsel  or  agents,  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  to  the  *t  the  time 
appointment  of  a  select  committee;  or  if  the  select  commit-  ^eding^the 
tee,  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  said  acts,  and  of  this  act,  appointment 
for  the  trial  of  such  petition,  shall  inform  the  house  that  committee,&c. 
such  person  or  persons  did  not  appear  before  the  said  com-  to  be ;  certified 
mittee,  by  himself  or  themselves,  or  by  his  or  their  counsel  Sequer.ex 
or  agents,  to  prosecute  their  said  petition :  or  \f  such  person 

or  persons  shall  neglect  to  renew  their  said  petition  within 
four  sitting  days  after  the  day  of  the  commencement  of  every 
session  of  the  same  parliament,  subsequent  to  that  in  which 
such  petition  was  first  presented,  and  until  a  select  committee 
shall  have  been  appointed  for  trial  jof  the  same,  or  until  the 
same  shall  have  been  withdrawn  by  the  permission  of  the 
house,  in  every  such  case  such  person  or  persons  shall  be 
held  to  have  made  default  in  his  or  their  said  recognizance ; 
and  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  commons  shall  thereupon 
certify  such  recognizance  into  the  court  of  exchequer,  and 
shall  also  certify  that  such  person  or  persons  have  made  de- 
fault therein,  and  such  certificate  shall  be  conclusive  evi- 
dence of  such  default,  and  the  recognizance  being  so  certi- 
fied shall  have  the  same  effect  as  if  the  same  were  estreated 
from  a  court  of  law :  provided  always,  That  such  recog-  £2^  anti 
nizance  and  certificate  shall  in  every  such  case  be  delivered,  certificate  to 
by  the  clerk  or  clerk  assistant  of  the  house  of  commons,  in-  ^"^derk1 
to  the  hands  of  the  lord  chief  baron  of  the  exchequer,  or  of  assistant,  into 
one  of  the  barons  of  the  exchequer,  or  of  such  officer  of  the  Uie  exche<iuer' 
court  of  exchequer  as  shall  be  appointed  by  the  said  court 
to  receive  the  same. 

10.  And  whereas,  by  several  provisions  contained  in 
the  above  recited  acts,  made  in  the  10th  and  11th  years  of 
the  reign  of  bis  present  majesty,  Sunday  and  Christmas-day 

ire  excepted  from  the  general  regulations  of  the  said  acts  Q  rfrWrf    to 
>e  it  hereby  enacted,  That  in  every  such  case,  Good  Friday  beexceptelf 
ihall  also  be  excepted  therefrom,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  ^"jjjjjjj  ™t: 
he  same  had  been  specially  excepted  in  the  said  acts.  fhearecited° 

11.  And  be  it  also  enacted,  That  if,  on  the  day  imme-  acto- 
liately  preceding  any  of  the  three  following  days    that 

s  to  say,  Christmas-day,  Whit-Sunday,  or  Good-Friday,  Ife°^i|lni  day 
fter  reading  the  order  of  the  day  for  taking  any  such  pe-  KJS^JSL&w, 
ition  as  aforesaid  into  consideration,  it  shall  be  found  that  *«•  {Jj*^0*" 
here'  are  not  one  hundred  members  present,  or  that  the  members  pre- 
mmber  of  forty-nine  members,  not  set  aside  or  excused,  JSus^can?1 
annot  be  completed,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  not  be  com- , 
louse,  if  they  shall  think  fit,  any  thing  in  the  above  recited  J^VulSg 
xts  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,  to  direct  that  the  said  any  such  p«- 
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con^?deratiou  or<*er  8uaM  be  adjourned  for  any  number  of  days,  and  the 
aud  the  house  house  shall  then  immediately  be  adjourned  to  the  hour  and 
journed  ^     day  to  which  such  order  shall  be  so  adjourned, 
any  number  of     12.  And-  whereas  it  is  enacted,  by  the  said  act  passed 
days'  in  the  11th  year  of  the  reign  of  his  present  majesty,  that  on 

the  day  appointed  for  taking  such  petition  into  considera- 
tion, the  house  shall  not  proceed  to  any  other  business 
whatsoever,  except  the  swearing  of  members,  previous  to 
the  reading  of  the  order  of  the  day  for  that  purpose ;  be  it 
SinteSSfo?"    hereby  enacted,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
taking  pe-       house,    previous  to  reading  such   order,   to   receive   any 
consideration  report  from  any  select  committee  appointed  in  pursuance  of 
reports  from '  the  above-recited  actg,  or  of  this  act,  and  to  enter  the  same 
teea^&^/may  uPon  ttteir  journals,  and  to  give  the  necessary  orders  and 
be  received      directions,  thereupon ;  and  that  previous   to  reading   the 
reaXnlfthe     sa*d  order,  the  clerk  of  the  crown  may  be  admitted  to  alter 
order  or'  the     or  amend  any  return,  in  pursuance  of  an  order  made  on  a* 
y'  preceding  day,  or  on  that  day ;  and  also  that  it  shall  and 

may  be  lawful  for  the  house,  previous  to  reading  the  said 
order,  to  postpone  the  same,  for  the  purpose  of  attending  his 
majesty,  or  his  majesty's  commissioners,  in  the  house  of 
lords,  in  consequence  of  any  message  from  his  majesty,  or 
from  his  majesty's  commissioners,  signified  to  the  house  in 
the  usual  manner. 
If  petitioners       13.  And  be  it  also  enacted,  That  if,  within  one  hour  after 
wlthhianhour  the  time  fixed  in  pursuance  of  the  above-recited    acts, 
after  the  time  andof  this  act,  for  callingin  the  respective  parties,  their  coun- 
poTntingsefect  fiel  or  agents,  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  to  the  appoint- 
committees,     ment  of  a  select  committee,  the  petitioner  or  petitioners,  or 
taking  such0r  some  one  or  more  of  them  who  shall  have  signed  any  such 
considerau*?  Pet*^on>  snaU no*  appear  by  himself  or  themselves,  or  by  his 
to  be  dis- .       or  their  counsel  or  agents,  the  order  for  taking  such  petition 
charge*).         into  consideration  shall  thereupon  be  discharged,  and  such 
petition  shall  not  be  any  further  proceeded  upon  in  the 
manner  directed  in  the  above-recited  acts,  and  in  this  act. 

14.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  if,  within  one  hour  after 
the  time  so  appointed  as  aforesaid,  the  sitting  member  or 
sitting  members,  or  other  party  or  parties  opposing  the  pe- 
tition, shall  not  appear  by  himself  or  themselves,  Or  by  his 
Iterations    or  their  counsel  or  agents,  or  if,  at  the  time  so  appointed  as* 
mentsofVe-6  aforesaid,  there  shall  be  no  party  before  the  house  opposing 
titionsjWhere  the  petition,  the  house  shall  proceed  to  appoint  a  select 
peaSto  o£    committee,  to  try  the  merits  of  such  petition,  in  the  follow- 
pose  them.       fog  manner ;  (that  is  to  say),  That  the  names  of  forty-nine 
members  shall  be  drawn,  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  the 
above  recited  acts,  but  in  reducing  the  list  of  such  names  to 
thirteen,  the  place  of  a  party  opposing  the  petition  shall  be 
supplied  by  the  clerk  appointed  to  attend  the  said  commit- 
tee, who  shall,  as  often  as  it  shall  come  to  his  turn  as  sup* 
plying  the  place  of  the  party  opposing  the  petition  to  strike 
out  a  name,  strike  out  that  name  which  then  shall  be  first  in 
the  said  list ;  and  in  every  case  where  the  party  opposing 
the  petition  would  be  im powered,  by  the  above-recited  acts, 
to  nominate  one  member  to  be  added  to  the  said  thirteen, 
the  said  thirteen  shall  from  among  the  persons  present  in 
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the  house  at  the  time  of  drawing  the  names  of  the  mem- 
bers, choose  one  person  to  supply  the  place  of  the  member 
to  have  been  so  nominated,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  directed 
by  the  above-recited  act  made  in  the  Uth  year  of  his  ma- 
jesty's reign,  in  the  case  where  there  are  more  than  two 
parties  on  distinct  interest. 

15.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  same  method  The  afore. 
of  reducing  the  list  of  members  drawn  to  thirteen,  and  of  goto*  method 
nominating  a  member  to  be  added  to  the  thirteen  remaining  thelfstctogi3 
on  the  said  list,  shall  be  respectively  followed,    when-  rn<J™,Jer?'  &c- 
ever  any  party  shall  wave  his  right  of  striking  off  names  when  any  ** 
from  the  said  list,  or  of  nominating  a  member  to  be  added  to  P^ty  shall 
the  said  thirteen.  £*£  It*  right 

16.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  sum-  w. 
moned  to  attend  the  said  select  committee,  by  the  warrant  attending8  th« 
of  the  speaker  of  the  said  house  or  by  order  of  the  said  select  commit- 
committee,  shall  disobey  such  summons,  or  shall  give  false  fafse°ev1-Vms 
evidence,  or  prevaricate,  or  otherwise  misbehave  in  giving,  [}5nce' &?;t*jj 
or  in  refusing  to  give,  evidence  before  the  said  committee,  comnu  • 
the  said  committee  shall  have  power,  by  a  warrant  to  be 

signed  by  the  chairman,  and  directed  to  the  Serjeant  at 
arms  attending  the  house  of  commons,  or  to  his  deputy  or 
deputies,  to  commit  such  person  (not  being  a  peer  of  the 
realm  or  a  lord  of  parliament)  to  the  custody  of  the  said 
serjeant,  without  bail  or  mainprize,  for  any  time  not  ex- 
ceeding twenty-four  hours  if  the  house  shall  then  be  sitting, 
or  if  not,  then  for  a  time  not  exceeding  twenty-four  hours 
after  the  hour  to  which  the  house  shall  then  be  adjourned. 

17.  And  whereas  it  is  enacted  by  the  said  act  made  in 
the  10th  year  of  his  majesty's  reign,  That  if  more  than 
two  members  of  the  said  select  committee  shall,   on  any 
account,  be  absent  therefrom,  the  said  select  committee 
shall  adjourn  in  the  manner  in  the  said  act  directed,  and 
so  from  time  to  time,  untH  thirteen  members  are  assembled ; 
and  that  no  such  determination  as  in  the  said  act  is  men- 
tioned shall  be  made,  nor  any  question  be  proposed,  unless 
thirteen  members  shall  be  present ;  and  that  no  member 
shall  have  a  vote  on  such. determination,  or  any  other  ques- 
tion or  resolution,   who  has  not  attended  during  every 
sitting  of  the  said  select  committee ;  and  that,  in  case  the 
number  of  members  able   to  attend    the  said  committee 
shall,  by  death  or  otherwise,  be  unavoidably  reduced  to 
less  than  thirteen,  and  shall  so  continue  for  the  space  of 
three  sitting  days,  the  said  committee  shall  be  dissolved, 
and  another  chosen,  to  try  and  determine  the  matter  of 
such  petition,  in  the  manner  in  the  said  act  before  pro- 
vided.    Be  it  hereby  enacted,  That  whenever  any  com-  if  a  com- 
mittee shall  have  sat  for  business  fourteen  days,  not  in-  {J^e  shall 
eluding  those  days  on  which  they  shall  have  adjourned  on  business  if 
account  of  the  absence   of  any  member,  nor  including  [jw 12  mem- 
Sunday,  Christmas  day,  or  Good  Friday  it  shall  and  may  Ce3  "thJreuT; 
be  lawful  for  them  to  proceed  to  business,  if  a  number  of       , 
members  not  less  than  twelve  be  present ;  and  in  such  case, 

the  committee  shall  not  be  dissolved  by  reason  of  the  ab- 
sence of  the  members,  unless  the  number  of  members  able 


.« 
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to  attend  the  same  shall,  by  death  or  otherwise,  be  una- 
voidably reduced  to  less  than  twelve,  and  shall  so  con- 
tinue for  the  space  of  three  sitting  days ;  and  whenever 
if  25  days,  S  anv  committee  shall  in  like  manner  have  sat  for  business 
n  members    twenty- five  days,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  them  to. 
may  proceed   procee(j  to  business,  if  a  number  of  members  not  less  than 
eleven  be  present ;  and  in  such  case,  the  committee  shall 
not  be  dissolved  by  reason  of  the  absence  of  the  members, 
unless  the  number  of  members  able  to  attend  the  same 
shall,  by  death  or  otherwise,  be  unavoidably  reduced  to 
less  than  eleven,  and  shall  so  continue  for  the  space  of 
three  sitting  days. 
Committees  in      18.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  such  com- 
to€metSSnts    mittee,  at  the  jsame  time  they  report  to  the  house  their 
whether  peti-  final  determination  on  the  merits  of  the  petition  which  they 
pea? tobe  fn-  were  sworn  to  try,  shall  also  report  to  the  house  whether 
voious  or  vex- such  petition  did,  or  did  not,  appear  to  them  to  be  frivo- 
atiou*-  lous  or  vexatious ;  and  that  shall  in  like  manner  report, 

with  respect  to  every  party  or  parties  who  shall  have  ap- 
peared before  them  in  opposition  to  such  petition,  whether 
the  opposition  of  such  party  or  parties  respectively  did,  or 
did  not,  appear  to  them  to  be  frivolous  or  vexatious ;  and 
that  if  no  party  shall  have  appeared  before  them  in  oppo- 
sition to  such  petition,  they  shall  then  report  to  the  house 
whether  such  election,  or  return,  or  such  alledged  omission 
of  a  return,  or  such  alledged  insufficiency  of  a  return,  as 
shall  be  complained  of  in  such  petition,  according  as  the 
case  shall  be,  did,  or  did  not  appear  to  them  to  be  vexa- 
tious or  corrupt. 
Parties  oppos-     19.  A  nd  be  it  "enacted,  That  whenever  any  such  com- 
reported  vexa-  mittee  shall  report  to  the  house,  with  respect  to  any  such 
tious  or  frivo-  petition,  that  the  same  appeared  to  them  to  be  frivolous  or 
lous.  vexatious,  the  party  or  parties,  if  any  who  shall  have  ap- 

peared before  the  committee  in  opposition  to  such  petition, 
shall  be  entitled  to  recover,  from  the  person  or  persons,  or 
any  of  them,  who  shall  have  signed  such  petition,  the  full 
costs  and  expences  which  such  party  or  parties  shall  have 
incurred  in  opposing  the  same  :  such  costs  and  expences  to 
be  ascertained  in  the  manner  herein-after  directed. 
And  petition-     20.  And  be  it  also  enacted,  That  whenever  any  such 
era >  reported    committee  shall  report  to  the  house,  with  respect  to  the  op- 
vexatiousiyor  position  made  to  such  petition  by  any  party  or  parties  who 
frivolously      shall  have  appeared  before  them,  that  such  opposition  ap- 
en&tled  to      peared  to  be  frivolous  or  vexatious,  the  person  or  persons 
costs  and  ex-  wno  ghall  have  signed  such  petition  shall  be  entitled  to 
peaces.  _        recover  from  such  party  or  parties  or  any  of  them,  with 
respect  to  whom  such  report  shall  be  made,  the  full  costs 
and  expences  which  such  petitioner  or  petitioners  shall  re- 
spectively have  incurred  in  prosecuting  their  said  petition ; 
such  costs  and  expences  to  be  ascertained  in '  the  manner 
herein-after  directed. 
Where  no  21.  A  nd  be  it  also  enacted,  That  whenever,  in  any  case 

party  appears  where  no  party  shall  have  appeared  before  such  committee 
to  aay°suchn  in  opposition  to  such  petition,  such  committee  shall  report 
petition,  the    to  the  house,  with  respect  to  the  election  or  return*  or  to 
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the  alledged  omission  of  a  return,  or  to  the  ailed  ged  in-  costs  and  ex- 
sufficiency  of  a  re  tarn,  complained  of  in  any  such  petition,  jJSi  by'the* 
that  the  same  appeared  to  them  to  be  vexatious  or  corrupt,  sitting  mem* 
the  person  or  persons  who  shall  have  signed  such  petition  ****' 
shall  be  entitled  to  recover  from  the  sitting  member  or  sit- 
ting members  (if  any)  whose  election  or  return  shall  be 
complained  of  in  such  petition,  such  sitting  member  or 
sitting  members  not  having  given  notice  as  aforesaid  of  his 
or  their  intention  not  to  defend  the  same,  or  from  any  other 
person  or  persons  whom  the  house  shall  have  admitted  or 
directed  to  be  made  a  party  or  parties  to  oppose  such  peti- 
tion, the  full  costs  and  expences  which  such  petitioner  or 
petitioners  shall  have  incurred  in  prosecuting  their  said 
petition :  such  costs  and  expences  to  be  ascertained  in  the 
manner  herein-after  directed. 

22.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  in  the  several  cases  herein-  How  such 
before  mentioned,  the  costs  and  expences  of  prosecuting  or  co^  aud  ex- 
opposing  any  such  petition  shall  be  ascertained  in  manner  EeaaccrtSed. 
following;  (that  is  to  say),  That  on  application  made  to 

the  speaker  of  the  house  of  commons,  by  any  such  peti- 
'  tioner  or  petitioners  -or  party  or  parties,  as  before-men- 
tioned, for  ascertaining  such  costs  and  expences,  he  shall 
direct  the  same  tp  be  taxed  by  two  persons,  of  whom  the 
clerk  or  clerk  assistant  of  the  house  shall  always  be  one,  of 
the  following  officers,  not  being  a  member  of  the  house 
shall  be  the  other ;  (that  is  to  say),  masters  in  the  high 
court  of  chancery,  clerks  in  the  court  of  king's  bench,  pro- 
thonotaries  in  the  court  of  common  pleas,  and  clerks  in  the 
court  of  exchequer ;  and  the  person  so  authorized  and 
directed  to  tax  such  costs  and  expences  shall,  and  they  are 
hereby  required  to  examine  the  -same,  and  to  report  the 
amount  thereof  to  the  speaker  of  the  said  house,  who  shall, 
on  application  made  to  him,  deliver  to  the  party  or  parties  a 
certificate,  signed  by  himselC,  expressing  the  amount  of  the 
costs  and  expences  allowed  in  such  report ;  and  the  per- 
sons so  appointed  to  tax  such  costs,  and  report  the  amount 
thereof  are  hereby  authorized  to  demand  and  receive,  for 
such  taxation  and  report,  such  fees  as  shall  be,  from  time 
to  time,  fixed  by  any  resolution  of  the  house. 

23.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  jf  costs,  &cv 
for  the  party  or  parties  entitled  to  such  costs  and  expences,  be  not  paid 
or  for  his,  her,  or  their  executors  or  administrators,  to  de-  fhey  nSSrbe 
mand  the  whole  amount  thereof,  so  certified  as  above,  from  recovered  by 
any  one  or  more  of  the  persons  respectively,  who  are  herein-  J£?OD         ^ 
before  made  liable  to  the  payment  thereof,  in  the  several 

cases  hereinbefore  mentioned :  and  in  case  of  non-pay* 
ment  thereof,  to  recover  the  same  by  action  of  debt,  in  any 
of  his  majesty's  courts  of  record  at  Westminster;  in 
which  action  it  shall  be  sufficient  for  the  plaintiff  or 
plaintiffs  to  declare  that  the  defendant  or  defendants  is 
or  are  indebted  to  him  or  them  (in  the  sum  to  which  the 
costs  and  expences,  ascertained  in  manner  aforesaid,  shall 
amount)  by  virtue  of  this  act ;  and  the  certificate  of  the 
speaker  of  the  house  of  commons  under  his  signature,  of 
the  amount  of  such  costs  and  expences,  together  with  an 

s 
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examined  copy  of  the  entries  in  the  journals  of  the  house 
of  commons,  of  the  resolution  or  resolutions  of  the  said 
select  committee  or  committees,  shall  be  deemed  fuH  and 
sufficient  evidence  in  support  of  such  action  of  debt,  Pro- 
vided always,  That  in  every  such  action  of  debt,  no  wager 
Judgment  in    of  law,  or  more  than  one  imparlance  shall  be  allowed ;  and 
to  enStLe°the   tne  party  or  parties  in  whose  favour  judgment  shall   be 
party  to  costs,  given  in  any  such  action,  shall  recover  his  or  their  costs. 
Persons  pay-       2**  ^ND  °®  **  further  enacted,  That  in  every  case  where 
mg  costs  may  the  amount  of  such  costs  and  expences  shall  have  been  so 
portion  ther£  recovered  from  any  person  or  persons,  it  shall  and  may  be 
of  from  any    lawful  for  such  person  or  persons  to  recover  in  like  manner 
UaWe^erSo.  ^rom  *ne  o^r  persons,  or  any  of  them,  if  such  there  shall 
'  be,  who  shall  be  liable  to  the  payment  of  the  said  costs 
and  expences,  a  proportionable  share  thereof,  according 
to  the  number  of  persons  so  liable, 
when  the  me-     25.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  whenever  any  such 
tions°de?end    8e^ect  committee,  appointed  to  try  the  merits  of  any  such 
on  questions    petition  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  of  opinion  that  the  merits  of 

right ?f3e£e  81icn  Petiti°n  d°  wholly  or  in  part  depend  on  any  question 
tion,  &a  e     or  questions  which  shall  be  before  them  respecting  the 

sud?  rigtato*  "Snt  °^  electi°n  f°r  tne  county,  city,  borough,  district  of 

be  delivered    burghs,  or  other  place  to  which  such  petition  shall  relate, 

ancTthe'com-  0r  respecting  the  right  of  chusing,  nominating,  or  appoint- 

mittee  to  re-  ing  the  returning  officer  or  returning  officers,  who  is  or  are 

^termSarion  to  ma'ce  return  of  such  election,  the  said  committee,  in 

on  the  merits  such  case,  shall  require  the  counsel  or  agents  for  the  se- 

the!rejudg?OD'  veral  parties,  or  if  there  shall  be  none  such  before  them, 

ment  on  such  shall  then  require  the  parties  themselves  to  deliver  to  the 

statements,      clerk  of  the  said  committee,  statements  in  writing  of  the 

„     right  of  election,  or  of  chusing,  nominating,  or  appointing 

returning  officers,  for  which  they  respectively  contend ;  and 

the  committee  shall  come  to  distinct  resolutions  on  such 

statements,  and  6hall,  at  the  same  time  that  they  report  to 

the  house  their  final  determination  on  the  merits  of  such 

petition,  also  report  to  the  house  such  statement  or  state* 

merits,  together  with  their  judgment  with  respect  thereto; 

Report  to  be    and  such  report  shall  thereupon  be  entered  in  the  journals 

journais.'and6  of  the  house,  and  notice  thereof  shall  be  sent  by  the 

notice  thereof  speaker  to  the  sheriff  or  other  returning  officer  of  the  place 

returning  W  to  which  the  same  shall  relate  ;  and  a  true  copy  of  such 

cer,  Sec.  notice  shall,  by  such  sheriff  or  other  returning  officer,  be 

forthwith  affixed  to  the  doors  of  the  county  hall,  or  town 

hall,  or  of  the  parish  church  nearest  to  the  place  where 

such  election  has  usually  been  held ;  and  such  notice  shall 

also  be  inserted,  by  order  of  the  speaker,  in  the  next 

London  Gazette. . 

Persons  may,      26.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 

within  twelve  for  any  person  or  persons,  at  any  time  within  twelve  kalen- 

such^eportf   dar  months  after  the  day  on  which  such  report  shall  have 

petition  to  be  been  made  to  the  house,  or  within  fourteen  days  after  the 

opposeethe°     day  of  the  commencement  of  the  next  session  of  parlia- 

right  of  elec-    ment  after  that  in  which  such  report  shall  have  been  made 

thereby  esta-    to  the  house,  to  petition  the  house  to  be  admitted  as  a 

biished.  party  or  parties  to  oppose  that  right  of  election,  or  of 
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chuging,  nominating,  or  appointing  the  returning  officer  or 
returning  officers,  who  is  or  are  to  make  return  of  such  elec- 
tion, which  shall  have  been  deemed  valid  in  the  judgment 
of  such  committee. 

27.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  if  no  such  petition  shall  be  But  if  nosucti 
so  presented  within  the  time  above  limited  for  presenting  C'jJjJSSJd, 
the  same,  the  said  judgment  of  such  committee,  on  such  the  judgment 
question  or  questions,  shall  be  held  and  taken  to  be  final  ^ittee S^be 
and  conclusive  in  all  subsequent  elections  of  members  of  conclusive. 
parliament  for  that  place  to  which  the  same  shall  relate, 

and  to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever ;  any  usage  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

28.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  whenever  any  such  petition  Forty  days  to 
shall  be  so  presented,  a  day  and  hour  shall  be  appointed  {weS^thepre- 
by  the  house  for  taking  the  same  into  consideration  ;  so  senting  and 
that  the  space  of  forty  days  at  the  least  shall  always  inter-  {&¥&?&!?. 
irene  between  the  day  of  presenting  such  petition  and  the  see,  as  tore- 
day  appointed  by  the  house  for  taking  the  same  into  con-  uons^d34G1" 3. 
sideration  ;  and  notice  of  such  day  and  hour  shall  be  in-  c.  83.' 
serted,  by  order  of  the  speaker,    in   the  next    London 
Gazette,  and  shall  also  be  sent  by  him  to  the  sheriff  or 

other  returning  officer  for  the  place  to  which  such  petition 
shall,  relate;  and  a  true  copy  of  such  notice  shall,  by  the 
said  sheriff  or  other  returning  officer,  be  forthwith  affixed 
to  the  doors  of  the  county  hall,  or  town  hall,  or  of  the 
parish  church  nearest  to  the  place  where  such  election  has 
usually  been  held. 

29.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  hea*&e  **ch 
for  any  person  or  persons,  at  any  time  before  the  day  so  pltitions^any 
appointed  for  taking  such  petition  into  consideration,  to  JSsSoniole 
petition  the  house  to  be  admitted  as  a  party  or  parties  to  admitted  to 
defend  such  right  of  election,  or  of  chusing,  nominating,  or  ^{"of  "^ 
appointing  the  returning  officer  or  returning  officers ;  and  tion,  &e. 
such  person  or  persons  shall  thereupon  be  so  admitted,  and 

shall  be  considered  as  such  to  all  intents  and  purposes 
whatever. 

SO.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  at  the  hour  appointed  by  the  ^  tinted10 
house  for  taking  such  petition  into  consideration,  the  house  to  tryUie  me- 
shall  proceed  to  appoint  a  select  committee  to  try  the  merits  "^•tofnsuch 
thereof,  according  to  the  directions  of  the  above-recited  whose^eter- 
acts,  and  of  this  act ;  and  such  select  committee  shall  be  Jjjjf  tj?12  ^ 
sworn  to  try  and  determine  the  merits  of  such  petition,  so  elusive. 
far  as  the  same  relate  to  any  question  or  questions  respect- 
ing the  right  of  election  for  the  place  to  which  the  petition 
•hall  relate,  or  respecting  the  right  of  appointing,  nomi- 
nating, or    chusing,    the    returning  officer  or  returning 
officers  who  are  to  make  return  of  such  election  ;  and  the 
determination  of  such  committee  on  such  question  or  ques- 
tions, shall  be  entered  in  the  journals  of  the  house,  and 
shall  be  held  and  taken  to  be  final  and  conclusive  in  all 
subsequent  elections  of  members  of  parliament  for  that 
place  to  which  the  same  shall  relate,  and  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  whatever,  any  usage  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

31.  And  whereas  it  is  amongst  other  things  enacted,  by 
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fnGtSi2r  ^  t4'  an  act  P**8®*  in  the  **  year  °f the  reiK»  of  his  late  majesty,. 
id ;     reci     king  George  the  Second,  intituled,  An  act  for  the  more 
effectual  preventing  bribery  and  corruption  In  the  election* 
of  members  to  serve  in  parliament,  that  such  votes  shall 
be  deemed  to  be  legal  which  have  been  so  declared  by  the 
last  determination  in  the  house  of  commons ;  which  last 
determination  concerning  any  county,  shire,  city,  borough, 
cinque  port,  or  place,  shall  be  final  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses whatever,  any  usage  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding : 
And  repealed  Be  it  enacted,  That  so  much  of  the  said  act  as  is  above 
may^reUte  to*  recited  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed,  in  so  far 
any  determi-    only  as  the  same  relates,  or  might  be  construed  to  relate,  to 
quentntoUpaas-  <my  such  determination  to  be  made  in  the  house  of  com- 
ing tbis  act.     mons  subsequent  to  the  passing  of  this  act. 
Rules,  &c.  of     32«  And  be  it  enacted,  That  all  and  every  the  rules,  re- 
reciteA  acts  to  gulations,  authorities,  or  powers,  prescribed  and  given  by 
with  rape*    *he  above-recited  acts,  or  by  this  aet,  to  select  committee? 
to  committees  for  the  trial  of  controverted  elections  or  returns  shall  be  in 
35?°S^act!n  faM  force  and  effect  with  respect  to  select  committees  ap- 
pointed by  virtue  of  this  act  for  the  trial  of  such  question 
or  questions  of  right  as  aforesaid,  in  as  full  and  ample  a 
manner  as  if  the  same  were  herein  repeated,  and  particu- 
larly and  specially  enacted,  concerning  such  select  corn- 
Regulations    mittees :  Provided  always,  That  the  several  rules  and  re- 
touching re-    gulations  herein-before  enacted,  by  which  certain  persona 
as^payment  are  directed  to  enter  recognizances,  and  by  which'  certain 
aD  <j09£)nottito  persons  are  made  liable  to  the  payment  of  costs,  in  the  par- 
tiotl  relating  ticular  manner,  and  in  the  several  cases  herein-before  spe- 
J£jel/rto  qu*f*  cified,  shall  not  be  construed  to  apply  to  the  case  of  any 
ing^rightof     petition  presented  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  and  relating 
flection.  solely  to  any  question  or  questions  respecting  the  right  of 

election,  or  of  chusing,  nominating,  or  appointing  a  re- 
turning officer  or  returning  officers. 
Committees  33«  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  whenever  it  shall 
not  to  twvdis-  happen  that  parliament  shall  be  prorogued  while  any  select 
p^orogationof  committee  shall  be  sitting  for  the  trial  of  any  such  petition 
parliament,  as  aforesaid,  and  before  they  shall  have  reported  to  the 
house  their  determination  thereon,  such  committee  shall 
not  be  dissolved  by  such  prorogation ;  but  shall  be  thereby 
adjourned  to  twelve  of  the  clock  on  the  day  immediately 
following  that  on  which  parliament  shall  meet  again  for 
the  dispatch  of  business,  (Sundays,  Good- Friday  and 
Christmas-day,  always  excepted,)  and  all  former  proceed- 
ings of  the  said  committee  shall  remain  and  continue  to  be 
of  the  same  force  and  effect  as  if  parliament  had  not  been 
so  prorogued j  and  such  committee  shall  meet  on  the  day 
and  hour  to  which  it  shall  be  so  adjourned,  and  shall 
thenceforward  continue  to  sit  from  day  to  day,  in  the  man- 
ner provided  in  the  above  recited  acts,  and  in  this  act,  until 
they  shall  have  reported  to  the  house  their  determination 
on  the  merits  of  suck  petition, 
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Form  of  the  Recognizance  referred  to  in  this  Act, 

"  Be  it  remembered,  That  on  the 
day  of  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 

before  me  A.  B. 
[speaker  of  the  house  of  commons]  or  [one  of  his  majesty's 
justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  ]  came 

C.  D.  £.  F.  and  J.  6.  and  severally  acknowledged  them- 
selves to  owe  to  our  sovereign  lord  the  king  the  following 
sums ;  that  is  to  say,  the  said  C.  D.  the  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred pounds,  and  the  said  £.  F.  and  the  said  J.  6.  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  each,  to  be  levied  on  their 
respective  goods  and  chattels,  lands,  and  tenements,  to  the 
use  of  our  said  sovereign  lord  the  king,  his  heirs  and  suc- 
cessors, in  case  the  said  C.  J),  shall  fail  in  performing  the 
condition  hereunto  annexed. 

The  condition  of  this  recognizance  is,  that  if  the  said 

C.  D.  shall  duly  appear  before  the  house  of  commons, 

at  such  time  or  times  as  shall  be  fixed  by  the  said 

house  for  takiug  into  consideration  the  petition  signed 

by  the  said  C  D.  complaining  of  an  undue  election 

or  return  for  the  of  [Here 

specify  the  county,  city,  borough,  or  district  of  burghs] 

or,  complaining  that  no  return  has  been  made  for  the 

said  [  ]  of  [  ]  within  the  time  limited  by  act 

of  parliament,  or,    that   the    return  made  for    the  said 

£  ]  of  [  ]  is  not  a  return  of  a 

member  or  members  according  to  the  requisition  of  the 

writ,  and  shall  appear  before  any  select  committee  which 

shall  be  appointed  by  the  house  of  commons  for  the  trial 

of  the  same,  and  shall  renew  his  said  petition  in  every 

subsequent  session  of  this  present  parliament,  until  a  select- 

committee  shall  have  been  appointed  by  the  said  house  ftpr 

the  trial  of  the  same,  or  until  the  same  shall  have  been 

withdrawn  by  the  permission  of  the  said  house ;  then  this 

recognizance  to  be  void,  otherwise  to  be  of  full  force  and 

effect. 


Anno  30<>  Georgii  III.  Cap.  35. 

An  Act  to  explain  and  amend  an  Act  passed  in  the  20th  Year 
of  the  Reign  of  his  present  Majesty,  touching  the  Election 
for  Knights  of  the  Shire  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  that 
Part  of  Great  Britain  called  England. 

A.  D. 1790. 

Whereas  an  act  was  passed  in  the  20th  year  of  the  reign  20  Geo.  3.  c. 
of  his  present  majesty  intituled,  *  An  act  to  remove  cer- 17»  and 
tain  difficulties  relative  to  voters  at  county  elections/ 
whereby  it  is,  among  other  things,  enacted,  That  from  and 
after  the  1st  day  of  January,  1781,  no  person  shall  vote  for 
electing  of  any  knight  or  knights  of  the  shire  to  serve  in 
parliament,  within  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Eng- 
land, or  the  principality  of  Wales,  in  respect  of  any  mes- 

z  2 


cxlviii  SO  G.  HI.  CAP.  35.  [appendix* 

suages,  lands,  or  tenements,  which  have  not,  for  six  ka- 
lendar  months  next  before  such  election,  been  charged  or 
assessed  towards  some  aid  granted,  or  to  be  granted  to 
his  majesty,  his  heirs  or  successors,  by  a  land  tax,  (in  case 
any  such  aid  be  then  granted  and  assessable),  in  the  name 
of  the  person  or  persons  who  shall  claim  to  vote  at  suck 
election  for  or  in  respect  of  any  such  messuages,  lands,  or 
tenements,  or  in  the  name  of  his  or  their  tenant  or  tenants, 
actually  occupying  the  same  as  tenant  or  tenants  of  the 
owner  or  landlord  thereof : 

And  whereas  the  form  of  assessment  prescribed  by  the 
said  act,  and  thereunto  annexed,  denotes  that  the  names, 
both  of  the  proprietor  and  of  the  occupier,  ought  to  be 
specified ;  and  doubts  have  arisen,  whether,  if  such  form  be 
not  strictly  pursued,  the  suffrage  of  the  person  claiming  to 
vote  be  admissible : 
n  Geo.  3.  c.      And  whereas  an  act  was  passed  in  the  22d  year  of  his 
31.  recited.'   '  present  majesty's  reign,  intituled,  '  An  act  for  the  pre- 
venting of  bribery  and  corruption  in  the  election  of  mem- 
bers to  serve  in  parliament  for  the  borough  of  Cricklade,  in 
the  county  of  Wilts/  whereby  it-  is  enacted,  That  such 
freeholders  only  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  in  the  election  of 
members  to  serve  in  parliament  for  the  said  borough  of 
Cricklade,  as  shall  be  duly  qualified  to  vote  at  elections  for 
knights  of  the  shire  for  the  county  of  Wilts,  according  to 
the  laws  in  force  for  regulating  county  elections  at  the  time 
of  passing  the  same  act. 
Persons  may'       Be  ft  therefore  enacted,  &c.  That  nothing  in  the  said  acts 
vote,  although  contained  shall  extend  or  be  construed  to  extend,  to  pre* 
S^t'in^he1*  vent  any  person  from  voting  at  any  election  of  a  knight  or 
assessment,     knights  of  a  shire  to  serve  hi  parliament  within  that  part  of 
Great  Britain  called  England,  or  the  principality  of  Wales, 
or  at  any  election  of  a  burgess  or  burgesses  to  serve  is 
parliament  for  the  borough  of  Cricklade,  in  the  county  of 
Wilts,  for  or  in  respect  of  any  messuages,  lands,  or  tene- 
Six  months,     ments,  which  have  been  charged  or  assessed  for  six  kalen- 
dar  months  next  before  such  election,  towards  some  aid 
granted,  or  to  be  granted  to  his  majesty,  his  heirs  or  suc- 
cessors, by  a  land  tax,  in  the  name  of  the  person  claiming 
to  vote,  or  for  or  in  respect  of  any  messuages,  lands,  or 
tenements,  to  which  the  person  so  claiming  to  vote  shall 
have  become  entitled  by  descent,  maniage,  marriage  set- 
tlement, devise,  promotion  to  any  benefice  in  a  church,  or 
promotion  to  any  office,  within   twelve  kalendar  months 
next  before  such  election,  and  which  messuages,  lands,  or 
tenements,  shall  have  been  within  two  years  next  before 
such  election  charged  or  assessed  to  the  land  tax,  in  the 
name  of  the  person  or  persons  by  or  through  whom  such 
person  so  claiming  to  vote  shall  derive  his  title  to  such 
messuages,  lands,  or  tenements,  or  of  some  predecessor  of 
such  person  so  claiming  to  vote,  although  the  name  of  the 
tenant  or  tenants  actually  occupying  such  messuages,  lands, 
or  tenements,  shall  not  be  inserted  in  such  assessment,  accord- 
ing to  the  form  of  assessment  to  the  said  first  recited  act 
annexed. 
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2.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  £r  although  ' 
That  nothing  in  the  said  acts  contained  shall  extend,  or  be  £  n?t?nnth?e 
construed  to  extend,  to  prevent  any  person  from  voting  at  assessment. , 
any  such  election  of  a  knight  or  knights  of  a  shire,  or  of 
any  burgess  or  burgesses  for  the  said  borough  of  Cricklade, 
for  or  in  respect  of  any  messuages,  lands  or  tenements, 
which  have  been  charged  or  assessed,  for  six  kalendar 
months  next  before  such  election,  towards  some  aid 
granted,  or  to  be  granted  to  his  majesty,  his  heirs,  or  suc- 
cessors, by  a  land  tax,  in  the  name  of  a  tenant  or  tenants 
actually  occupying  the  same  at  the  time  of  such  assess- 
ment being  made,  although  the  name  of  the  person  so  claiming 
to  vote,  or  the  person  or  persons  by  or  through  whom  such 
person  so  claiming  to  vote  derives  his  title,  or  of  the  pre- 
decessor of  the  person  so  claiming  to  vote,  shall  not  be  in- 
serted in  the  assessment,  according  to  the  form  of  the  as- 
sessment to  the  said  first  recited  act  annexed. 


Anno  32<>  Georgii  III.  Cap.  1. 

An  Act  to  extend  the  Provisions  of  certain  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment made  to  regulate  the  Trials  of  Controverted  Elections, 
or  Returns  of  Members  to  serve  in  Parliament. 

A.  D.  1792. 
Whereas  by  an  act,  passed  in  the  eleventh  year  of  the 
reign  of  his  present  majesty,  intituled,  An  act  to  explain  J.1^*0, 5'    - 
and  amend  an  act,  made  in  the  last  session  of  parliament, 
intituled,  An  act  to  regulate  the  trials  of  controverted  elec- 
tions, or  returns  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament ;  it  is 
enacted,  That  on  the  day  appointed  by  the  house  of  com- 
mons for  taking  into  consideration  any  petition  complaining 
of  an  undue  election,  or  return  of  any  member  to  serve  in 
parliament,  the  house  shall  not  proceed  to  any  other  busi- 
ness whatsoever,  except  the  swearing  of  members,  previous 
to  the  reading  the  order  of  the  day  for  that  purpose  :  And 
whereas  by  an  act,  passed  in  the  twenty-eighth  year  of  the 
reign  of  his  present  majesty,  intituled,  An  act  for  the  fur-  and  28  Geo.  s, 
ther  regulation  of  the  trials  of  controverted  elections,  or0,52,  reclted' 
returns  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament,  it  is  enacted,  &c. 
That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  house,  previous  to 
the  reading  such  order,  to  proceed  to  such  other  business 
as  in  the  said  act  is  particularly  specified :  and  whereas  it 
is  of  importance,  that  the  like  power  should  be  extended 
to  the  several  cases  hereinafter  mentioned,  be  it  enacted, 
That  on  the  day  appointed  by  the   house  for  taking  into  On  days 
consideration  any  petition  complaining  of  an  undue  elec-  fh^commons 
tkra,  or  return  of  any  member  to  serve  in  parliament,  or  the  f°r  taking  p«- 
petition  of  any  person  or  persons  desiring  to  oppose  any  SSwerattan, 
right  of  election,  or  the  right  of  chusing,  nominating,  or  messages  from 
appointing  any  returning  officer  or  returning  officers,  which  SeereSfv«5lay 
shall  have  been  deemed  valid  by  the  determination  of  any  previous  to 
select  committee,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  house,  ©^"oVthe 
previous  to  the  reading  the  order  or  orders  for  taking  any  day ;  and  on 
such  petition  or  petitions  into  consideration,  to  receive  any  elisor's  of 
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j£hSentim* mc88aSe  ("messages from  the  lords ;  and  also  that  it  shall 
businefts  ne-  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  house,  on  the  days  appointed  for 
SrryiMon  *^e  trial  of  any  articles  of  impeachment  exhibited,  or  to  be 
the  prosecu-  exhibited  by  the  commons  before  the  lords  in  parliament, 
like  manner  PreYi°U8  to  the  reading  any  such  order  or  orders  as  afore- 
be  proceeded  said,  to  proceed  to  any  business  that  may  be  necessary  for 
upon.  the  purple  0f  carrying  on  the  prosecution  of  such  impeach- 

ment. 


Anno  33°  Georgii  III.  Cap.  64. 

An  Act  to  explain  and  amend  an  Act  passed  in  the  Seventh 
and  Eighth  Years  of  King  William  the  Third,  intituled, 
An  Act  for  the  further  regulating  Elections  of  Members 
to  serve  in  Parliament,  and  for  the  preventing  irregular 
Proceedings  of  Sheriffs  and  other  Officers  in  the  electing 
and  returning  such  Members,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  Pub- 
lication of  Notices  of  the  Time  and  Place  of  Election. 

17th  June,  1793. 

s.  «ip.8£ku2'i      Whereas  by  an  act,  made  and  passed  in  the  seventh  and 
*  eighth  years  of  the  late  king  William  the  Third,  (intituled 
An  act  for  the  further  regulating  elections  of  members  to 
serve  in  parliament,  and  for  the  preventing  irregular  pro- 
ceedings of  sheriffs  and  other  officers  in  the  electing  and 
returning  such  members),  it  is  enacted,  That  the  proper 
officers  therein  mentioned  shall,  upon  the  receipt  of  pre- 
cepts for  the  election  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament, 
forthwith  cause  public  notice  to-  be  given  of  the  time  and 
place  of  election,  and  shall  proceed  to  election  thereupon, 
within  the  time  by  the  said  act  limited,  and  give  four  day  a 
notice  at  least  of  the  day  appointed  for  the  election :  but  it 
is  not  in  the  said  act  specified  at  what  time  or  within  what 
hours  of  the  day  it  shall  be  incumbent  on  the  proper  officer 
to  give  such  public  notice  as  aforesaid :  and  whereas,  by 
reason  of  such  uncertainty,  great  inconveniences  may  arise 
from  the  undue  practices  of  returning  officers  and  others: 
may  it  please  your  majesty  that  it  may  be  enacted ;  and 
Notices  ofthe  °e  '*  enacted,  &c.  That,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this 
time  and  place  act,  all  notices  to  be  given  of  the  time  and  place  of  any 
foremembers  election  for  members  to  serve  in  parliament,  shall  be  pub- 
of  parliament  licly  given  at  the  usual  place  or  places,  within  the  hours  of 
withln^certain  eight  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon  and  four  of  the  clock  in 
hours.  the  afternoon,  from  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  October,  to  the 

twenty-fifth  day  of  March  inclusive,  and  within  the  hours 
of  eight  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon  and  six  of  the  clock 
in  the  afternoon,  from  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March  to  the 
twenty-fifth  day  of  October  inclusive,  and  not  otherwise ; 
and  that  no  notice  to  be  given  of  the  time  and  place  of 
elections  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament  shall  be  deem- 
ed or  taken  to  be  a  good  or  valid  notice  for  any  purposes, 
or  to  any  effect  whatsoever,  which  shall  not  be  made  and 
published  in  the  manner,  and  within  the  time  of  day  afore- 
said ;  any  law,  statute,  usage,  or  custom  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 
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Anno  34<>    Georgii  III.  Cap.  73. 

An  Act  for  directing  the  Appointment  of  Commissioners^  to 
administer  certain  Oaths  and  Declarations  required  by  Law 
to  be  taken  and  made  by  Persons  offering  to  vote  at  the 
Election  of  Members  to  serve  in  Parliament     A.  D.  1794. 

Whereas  great  delays  have  arisen  in  the  election  of 
members  to  serve  in  parliament  for  places  in  England, 
Wales,  and  the  town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  by  the  time 
and  place  in  which  the  oaths  of  allegiance,  supremacy,  the 
declaration  of  fidelity,  the  oath  of  abjuration,  and  the  de- 
claration or  affirmation  of  the  effect  thereof,  are  usually 
administered  to  electors  ;  and  in  many  places  it  might  there- 
by be  rendered  impracticable  to  receive  the  votes  of  all  per- 
sons claiming  and  having  a  right  to  vote  within  the  time 
limited  by  law  for  the  duration  of  the  polls  at  such  elec- 
tions :  be  it  enacted,  &c.  That,  from  and  after  the  passing  Returning  of- 
of  this  act,  when  a  poll  shall  be  demanded  at  any  election  ncer*>  °fn  ro- 
of a  member  or  members  to  serve  in  parliament  for  any  Spates,  toapr 
county,  city,  borough,  or  other  place  in  England  or  Wales,  vrint  persons 
or  for  the  town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  the  returning  th/oSS"/* 
officer  or  officers  at  every  such  election,  after  such  poll  shall  aliegianceAc 
be  demanded,  shall,  at  the  instance  and  lequest  in  writing y 
of  any  of  the  candidates,  under  his  or  their  hand  or  hands, 
immediately  after  such  request,  and  before  he  or  they  shall 
proceed  further  in  taking  the  poll,  retain,  nominate,  and 
appoint,  two  or  more  persons  to  administer  the  oaths  of  al- 
legiance, supremacy,  the  declaration  of  fidelity,  the  oath  of 
abjuration,  and  the  declaration  or  affirmation  of  the  effect 
thereof,  now  required  by  law  to  be  taken,  made,  or  sub- 
scribed by  voters  at  elections  of  members  to  serve  in  par- 
liament, and  to  certify  the  names  of  the  respective  electors 
who  shall  take  such  oaths,  or  subscribe  and  make  such  de- 
clarations or  affirmations  respectively,  in  manner  herein- 
after mentioned ;  and  the  persons  to  be  appointed  as  afore- 
said, or  in  manner  herein-after  mentioned,  shall  respec- 
tively have  full  power,  and  each  of  them  is  hereby  autho- 
rized and  required  to  administer  all  and  every  such  respec- 
tive oaths,  declarations,   and  affirmations  to  -every   such 
elector  who  shall  desire  or  be  required  to  take  the  same 
oaths,  or  any  of  them,  or  to  subscribe  or  make  the  said  de- 
clarations and  affirmations  respectively,  previous  to  bis 
voting  at  any  such  election  :  and  every  such  person  so  ap-  Pers<ms  s 
pointed  as  aforesaid  shall,  immediately  after  such  ap-  pointed  to ap" 
pointment,  and  before  he  shall  take  upon  him  to  act  under  {J^*6  ftAr 
such  appointment,   take  the  following  oath ;  (that  is  to 

'  I  do  swear,  that  I  will  faithfully  and  impartially  ad-  Oath. 
minister-  the  oaths  of  allegiance,  supremacy,  and  abjura- 
tion, and  the  declaration  of  fidelity,  and  declaration  or 
affirmation  of  the  effect  of  the  said  oath  of  abjuration,  to 
such  persons  as  shall  lawfully  apply  to  me  in  that  behalf, 
in  order  to  qualify  themselves  to  vote  at  th|s  election  ;  and 
that  I  will,  on  being  thereunto  requested,  fairly  and  truly 
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give  to  every  such  person,  or  any  of  them,  who  shall  take 
such  oaths,  Or  subscribe  such  declaration  of  fidelity,  and 
make  such  declaration  or  affirmation  of  the  effect  of  the 
said  oath  'of  abjuration,  or  either  of  them,  before  me,  a 
certificate  thereof,  according  to  the  direction  of  an  act  of 
parliament,  made  in  the  thirty-fourth  year  of  the  reign  of 
his  majesty  king  George  the  Third,  intituled,  [here  set  forth 
the  title  of  the  act]  and  that  I  will  not  give  such 'certificate 
to  any  person  before  he  shall  have  taken  such  oath  or  oaths, 
or  made  or  subscribed  such  declaration  or  declarations, 
affirmation  or  affirmations,  as  shall  be  mentioned  in  such 
certificate,  before  me,  and  in  my  presence/ 

Which  oath,  to  be  taken  by  the  respective  persons  so  to- 
be  appointed,  the  returning  officer  or  officers  at  every  such 
election,  and  his  or  their  deputy  and  deputies,  or  any  of 
them,  is,  and  are  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  admi- 
nister. 
Electors  to  ap-     2.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
persons  More  That  after  the  persons  so  appointed  shall  have  taken  such 
voting,  who.    oath,  so  required  to  be  taken  by  them  respectively  as  afore- 
Srthe  o?thT  said,  any  person  or  persons  claiming  to  vote  at  any  suck 
of  allegiance,  election  as  aforesaid,  may  at  anytime,  before  he  or  they 
certificatSVCj  shall  give  his  or  their  vote  or  votes  at  such  election,  apply 
thereof.  to  any  one  of  the  persons  so  appointed  and  sworn  as  afore- 

said, to  take  the  said  oaths  of  allegiance  and  supremacy, 
and  abjuration,  or  any  of  them,  or  to  subscribe  the  said 
declaration  of  fidelity,  and  make  the  said  declaration  or 
affirmation  of  the  effect  of  the  said  oath  of  abjuration,  mr 
either  of  them,  and  the  person  to  whom  such  application 
shall  be  made  shall  accordingly  administer  the  same  to  such 
person  or  persons  so  claiming  a  right  to  vote,  and  shall  im- 
mediately upon  such  oaths  being  taken,  or  declarations  or 
affirmations  respectively  being  subscribed  or  made,  sign  and 
deliver  a  certificate  thereof  to  such  person  who  shall  have 
taken  such  oaths,  or  made  or  subscribed  such  declaration* 
or  affirmations  respectively,  which  certificate  shall  contain 
the  name,  addition,  and  place  of  abode,  of  the  person  to 
whom  the  same  shall  be  so  given  ;  and  in  case  of  persons 
taking  the  said  oaths,  shall  be  in  the  terms  following ;  (that 
is  to  say,)  . 
Form  of  certi-  '  A.  B.  [naming  the  person  taking  the  oath]  of  [naming  the 
•2hs.°f  tRking  place  of  such  person's  abode,  and  his  addition  or  occupation! 
has  taken  the  oath  [or  oaths]  of  [naming  the  said  oath  or 
oaths  so  administered]  before  me  this 

day  of  And  in  case  of  Quakers  sub- 

scribing the  said  declaration  of  fidelity,  or  taking  their  af- 
firmation of  the  effect  of  the  said  oath  of  abjuration,  shall 
be  in  the  form  following ;  (that  is  to  say), 
•r  of  making  '  A.  B,  [naming  the  person  subscribing  or  affirming']  of 
affirmation,  [naming  the  place  of  such  person's  abode,  and  his  addition  or 
occupation]  has  made  and  subscribed  the  declaration  of 
fidelity,  and  affirmed  the  effect  of  the  oath  of  abjuration 
[or  if  only  one  of  those  acts  has  been  done,  then  naming  such 
one  act  only]  before  me,  this  day  of 

And  every  such  person  to  whom  such  certificate  shall  be  so 
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given,  and  haying  a  right  to  vote  at  such  election,  shall,  on  Production  of 
producing  such  certificate  to  the  returning  officer  or  officers,  toSieqSai? 
or  other  person  or  persons  lawfully  taking  the  poll  at  such  fi«*  persons  to 
election,  be  permitted  to  poll,  and  his  vote  shall  be  taken  vote* 
and  received  in  like  manner  as  if  such  respective  oaths,  de- 
clarations, or  affirmations,  mentioned  and  expressed  in  such 
respective  certificates,  had  been  administered  by,  and  made, 
subscribed,  or  taken  before,  the  returning  officer  or  officers 
at  such  election. 

3.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

That  when  any  person  or  persons  offering  to  vote  at  any  Jnyi^ujfer'' 
such  election,  without  producing  such  certificate  a»  afore-  without  pro- 
said,  shall  be  lawfully  required  to  take  the  said  oaths  of  J^&^S?* 

i«      •  %     .  .        .  •  *.    •  caie,  to  witn- 

allegiance,  supremacy,  and  abjuration,  or  any  of  them,  or  draw  and  take 
to  subscribe  the  said  declaration  of  fidelity,  and  make  the  the  oaths- 
said  declaration  or  affirmation  of  the  effect  of  the  said  oath 
of  abjuration,  or  either  of  them ;  then  such  oaths,  subscrip- 
tion, declarations,  or  affirmations,  or  any  of  them,  shall  not 
be  administered  by  the  returning  officer  or  officers,  or  other 
person  or  .persons  taking  the  poll,  but  the  elector  or  elec- 
tors so  required  to  take  such  oaths,  or  to  subscribe  or  make 
such  declarations  or  affirmations  respectively,  shall  imme- 
diately withdraw,  and  shall  take  the  said  oaths,  or  sub- 
scribe and  make  the  said  declarations  or  affirmations  respec- 
tively, before  one  of  the  persons  appointed  and  sworn  as 
aforesaid,  in  manner  herein-before  mentioned. 

4.  Awd  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  If  ^  number 
That  if  at  any  time  during  the  poll  at  any  such  election  it  of  persons  so 
shall  be  found  that  the  number  of  persons  so  appointed  as  XSJid'Se  in- 
aforesaid,  is  insufficient  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  and  sufficient, 
that  the  poll  is  delayed  for  want  of  a  sufficient  number  of  JJJJSSH.1*  [ 
persons  to  administer  such  oaths,  declarations,  and  affir- 
mations as  aforesaid,  then  and  in  every  such  case  the  re- 
turning officer  or  officers  at  such  election  may,  and  he  or 

they  is  and  are  hereby  impowered  and  required,  at  the  in- 
stance and  request  in  writing,  of  any  candidate  then  pre- 
sent, to  retain,  nominate,  and  appoint,  such  further  num- 
ber of  persons,  for  the  purpose  of  administering  the  said 
oaths,  declarations,  and  affirmations  as  aforesaid,  and  of 
granting  such  certificates  as  aforesaid,  as  shall  be  neces- 
sary to  prevent  such  delay  :  and  the  persons  so  nominated 
and  appointed  shall  take  the  like  oath,  which  shall  be  ad- 
ministered to  them  respectively  in  like  manner  as  is  herein- 
before directed,  with  respect  to  the  persons  first  appointed  ' 
for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

5.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  Returning  of* 
That  the  returning  officer  or  returning  officers  at  every  such  JJJJJJ  *J0JJ"r 
election  shall,  and  is  and  are  hereby  required  to  appoint,  places  for 
find,  and  provide,  a  proper  place  for  every  such  person,  so  5$£*&ee 
appointed  as  aforesaid,  to  execute  the  duty  hereby  imposed        ' 
upon  such  person,  to  which  place  the  respective  electors 

may  have  free  access,  without  interrupting  the  poll,  and  so 
as  to  enable  the  persons  so  appointed  to  act  separately  with- 
out interfering  with  each  other  in  the  execution  of  their 
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office ;  and  that  each  of  the  said  places  so  appointed  shall 
be  open,  and  attended  by  the  person  or  persons  appointed 
to  act  there,  during  all  such  times  as  the  poll  at  any  such 
election  shall  be  kept  open,  and  continue  at  least  eight 
hoars  in  every  day,  between  the  hours  of  eight  in  the 
morning  and  eight  in  the  evening,  until  the  final  close  of 
the  poll ;  and  that  the  said  oaths,  and  the  said  declara- 
tions or  affirmations  of  the  effect  of  the  said  oath  of  abju- 
ration, shall  respectively  be  administered  to  as  many  of  the 
electors,  being  ready,  and  desiring  to  take  or  make  the 
Aame  respectively,  as  can  conveniently  take  or  make  the 
same  together,  not  exceeding  th£  number  of  twelve  at  one 
time ;  and  such  returning  officers  shall  also  find,  provide, 
and  deliver  to  each  person,  who  shall  be  appointed  by  him 
or  them  in  manner  aforesaid,  a  sufficient  number  of  printed 
forms  of  the  declaration  of  fidelity  required  by  law  to  be 
made  and  subscribed  by  Quakers,  before  they  can  be  ad- 
mitted to  vote  at  such  election,  with  blanks  therein  for  the 
names  of  the  persons  offering  to  make  and  subscribe  the 
same  to  be  inserted  therein,  one  of  which  forms  shall  be 
filled  up  with  the  name  of,  and  subscribed  by,  the  persons 
desiring  to  make  and  subscribe  the  declaration  of  fidelity  ; 
and  such  returning  officer  or  returning  officers  shall  also 
find,  provide,  and  deliver  to  each  person  who  shall  be  so 
appointed  by  him  or  them  as  aforesaid,  a  sufficient  number 
of  printed  certificates,  agreeable  to  the  form  herein-before 
directed,  to  be  filled  up  as  occasion  shall  require,  and  de- 
liver to  each  elector  so  taking  the  said  oaths,  or  subscribing 
or  affirming  as  aforesaid. 
The  returning      6.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
officer,  on in©-  That  in  case  the  candidates,  or  any  of  them,  shall,  three 
such  pfaces  to  days  at  the  least  before  any  such  election,  give  or  cause  to 
be  ready  by    De  given  notice  in  writing  to  the  returning  officer  or  officers 
election.0        to  provide  proper  places  for  administering  the  said  oaths, 
declarations,  and  affirmations  as  aforesaid,  to  the  electors, 
then  and  in  every  such  case  such  proper  places  shall  be 
prepared  and  provided,  so  as  to  be  ready  before  and  against 
the  day  of  election ;  and  in  case  there  shall  not  be  [a.  suf- 
ficient number  of  fit  and  convenient  places  for  that  purpose, 
at  the  town  or  place  where  such  election  shall  be  had, 
which  the  returning  officer  or  officers  can  conveniently  and 
at  a  reasonable  expence  procure,  then  the  said  returning 
\  officer  or  officers  shall,  and  is  and  are  hereby  required  to 

cause  such  booths  or  temporary  erections  to  be  made,  in 
convenient  places  in  that  behalf,  as  shall  be  necessary  for 
Expences  to    the  purpose,  the  expence  of  which  booths  or  places,  and  of 
b*  ^uflJy,ej     the  said  printed  forms,  and  also  the  allowance  and  compen- 
sates? ca"  *"  sation  to  be  made  to  the  several  persons  who  shall  be  ap- 
pointed to  administer  the  said  oaths,  declarations,  and  affir- 
mations as  aforesaid,  for  their  trouble  and  attendance,  not 
exceeding  one,  pound  one  shilling  a  day  to  every  of  them 
for  each  day  of  attendance,  shall  be  defrayed  and  repaid  by 
the  candidates  at  such  election,  in  equal  proportions  to  the 
returning  officer  or  returning  officers  who  shall  have  incur- 
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red  such  expence,  and  shall  and  may  be  recovered  by  such  • 
returning  officer  or  returning  officers,  in  any  of  his  majesty's 
courts  of  record  at  Westminster,  by 'action  of  debt,  or  on 
the  case,  bill,  suit,  or  information,  wherein  no  essoign,  pro- 
tection, or  wager  of  law,  or  more  than  one  imparlance,  shall 
be  allowed. 


Anno  34°  Georgii  III.  Cap.  83. 

An  Act  to  explain  so  much  of  an  Act,  made  in  the  Twenty - 
eighth  Year  of  his  present  Majesty's  Reign,  intituled  An 
Act  for  the  further  Regulation  of  the  Trials  of  contro- 

.  verted  Elections,  or  Returns  of  Members  to  serve  in  Par- 
liament, as  relates  to  the  time  of  presenting  certain  renewed 
Petitions,  and  taking  the  same  into  Consideration, 

A.  D. 1794. 

Whereas,  by  an  act  passed  in  the  twenty-eighth  year  of  $3 Geo.  3.  c 
his  present  majesty's  reign,  intituled,  An  act  for  the  fur-  *• 
ther  regulation  of  the  trials  of  controverted  elections,  or 
returns  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament,  it  is  enacted, 
That  whenever  any  such  select  committee  of  the  house  of  .. 

commons,  as  is  therein  mentioned,  shall  have  reported  to 
the  house  their  judgment  respecting  the  right  of  election 
of  members  to  serve  in  parliament  for  any  county,  city,  bo- 
rough or  place,  or  of  choosing,  nominating,  or  appointing, 
the  returning  officer  or  returning  officers,  who  is  or  are  to 
make  return  of  such  election,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any 
person  or  persons,   at  any  time  within   twelve  calendar 
months,  after  the  day  on  which  such  report  shall  have  been 
made  to  the  house,  or  within  fourteen  days  after  the  day 
of  the  commencement  of  the  next  session  of  parliament  after 
that  in  which  such  report  shall  have  been  made  to  the  house, 
to  petition  the  house  to  be  admittted  as  parties  to  oppose 
the  right  which  has  been  deemed  valid  in  the  judgment  of 
such  committee  ;  and  that  when  such  petition  shall  be  so 
presented,  a  day  shall  be  appointed  by  the  house  for  taking 
the  same  into  consideration,  so  that  the  space  of  forty  days    - 
at  the  least  shall  always  intervene  between  the  day  of 
presenting  such  petition,  and  the  day  appointed  by  the 
house  for  taking  the  same  into  consideration  :  and  whereas, 
the  said  provision  which  directs  that  the  said  space  of  forty 
days  shall  intervene,  between  the  day  of  presenting  such 
petition,  and  the  day  appointed  by  the  house  for  taking 
the  same  into  consideration,  hath  been  construed  to  extend 
to  petitions  which  are  renewed  in  any  such  session  or 
sessions  of  parliament,  subsequent  to  that  in  which  such 
petition  was  originally  presented  to  the  house,  which  pro*     -  ,        » 
ceeding  hath  been  found  to  be  inconvenient ;  for  remedy 
thereof,  be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  every  petition  so  renewed  Time  of  pre- 
as  aforesaid,  shall  be  presented  to  the  house  within  four*  hSSnS  re- 
teen  days  after  the  day  of  the  commencement  of  any  such  newed  Mti> 
subsequent  session  or  sessions  of  parliament,  and  not  other-  SfpiySg 
wise;  and  that  whenever  any  such  renewed  petition  shall  to  be  admitted 
be  so  presented,  a  day  and  hour  at  not  less  than  fourteen  S^££?Seto 

2  a  ™ 


ItSKiSf nftfr  **T"  distance,  shall  be  appointed  by  the1  htrdse'fbr' fating 

P3r   the  same  into  consideration  ;  any  thing  in-  the  said '  act  to 

*«*»■  the  contrary  thereof  notwithstanding. 

(/mi*  p«a-        2.  Awn  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  Iflry  such  petition 

™£V!3,1n'    *"*"  not  from  thee  to  time,  and  in  ererj- spfbIob  of  parlia- 

jadKmeni  of    nent,  until  the  same  shall  be  taken  into  consideration,  be 

£"lslj2Jf"*      so  renewed  within  the  time  abore  limited  for  renewing' the 

same,  the  Judgment  °f  such  committee  on  sucn  question  or 

questions  shall  be  held  and  taken  to  be  final  and  conclusive 

in  all   subsequent  elections  of  members  of  parliament  for 

that  place  to  which  the  same  shall  re  rate,  and  to  all  Intents 

•nd  purposes  whatsoever. 

Anno  36°  Geukcii  III.  Cap:  SB. 
An  Act  for  the  more  effectual  Execution  of  several  A  ctt  of 
Parliament,  made  for  the  Trials  of  amlrooerttd  Elections* 
or  Returns  of  Members  to  serve  in  Parliament. 

A.  D.  17.96. 
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present  majesty,  intituled,  ~A»  act  for,  the  further  regulatipn 
of  the  trials  of. controverted  electu>o*,.or  returns  of  members 
to  serve  in  parliament,  it.i».  enacted,  That-  petition*  com- 
plaining of  tne.  omission,  or  of  the  insufficiency  of  a  return 
to  any  writ  issued  for  the  election  of  any  member  or  mem- 
bers ,  to  serve,  in  parliament,  and  also  the  petitions  of  any 
person/  or  persons  desiring  to  oppose  any  right  of  election, 
or  the  right  of  choosing,  nominating,  or  appointing,  any  re- 
turning officer  or  returning  officers,  which  shall  have  been, 
deemed  valid  by  the  determination  of  any  select  committee, 
shall  be  taken,  into  consideration,  tried,  and  determined,  in 
the  same  manner  as  petitions  complaining  of  undue  elec- 
tions and  returns  are  directed  to  be  taken  into  consideration, 
tried,  and  determined,  by  the  said  acts  passed  in  the  tenth, 
and  eleventh  years  of  the  reign  of  his  present-majesty ;  and 
whereas  it  is  expedient  that  further  provision  should  be 
made  for  preventing  delay  in  the  appointment  of  any  such 
select  committee,  to  be  appointed  for  the  purposes  aforesaid, 
any  or  .either  of  them.    Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  if  after  counting  the 
counting-  of  the  house  in  the  manner  before  mentioned,  there  !l0u!*'tj^c2ld: 
be  less  than  one  hundred  members  present,  or  if  the  forty-  incited  act," 
nine  members,  not  set  aside  nor  excused,  cannot  be'  com-  JJj^6*  £?* ' 
pleted,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  house,  (after  the  presenter  if 
order  or  ordens  Cor  taking  any  such,  petition  or  petitions  into  ^;d°ot  Kt  x_ 
consideration,  shall  have  been  adjourned  to. a  particular  owed,  cannot 
hour,  on  the  following  or  such  other  day  as  in  the  said  acts  {Je  bJJuJJnSur 
is  directed),  to  proceed  (in  like  manner  as  they  might  have  proceed  upon 
proceeded  if  there  had  been  no  order  or  orders  for  taking  ^jJjjfgriJ, 
any  such  petition,  or  petitions  into  consideration  on  that  day)  call  ofth# 
upon  any  order  of  the  day  for  the  call  of  the  house,  which  **>**** &c- 
shall  have  been  previously  fixed  for  that  day  and  to  direct 
that  the  house,  in  pursuance  of  such  order,  be  then  called 
Otter,  if  they  shall  so  think  fit,  or  to  direct  that  such  order  of 
the  day  for  a  call  of  the  house  shall  be  adjourned  to  such 
future  day  as  they  shall  appoint,  and  in  either  of  such  eases 
to*  come  to  such  resolutions,  and  to  make  such  orders:  re* 
latkig  thereto,  as  are  usually  at  any  time  made  in  such  cases, 
o*  as  to  them  shall  seem  meet;  and  in  case  no  order  of  the 
day  fpr  a  call  of  the  house  shall  have  been  previously  fixed 
for  that  day,  then  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
house  to  order  that  the  house  shall  be  called  over  on  such 
future  day  as  they  shall  appoint,  and  to  make  such  orders 
relating  thereto  as  they  shall  think  necessary,  and  in  any 
case  to  make  such  other  orders  as  to  them  shall  seem  expe- 
dient for  enforcing  the  attendance  of  the  members  on  the 
business  of  the  house ;  and  that  the  house  shall  then  ad- 
journ to  the  same 'day  to  which  such  order  or  orders  shall 
have  been  adjourned,  and  so  from  time  to  time,  as  occasion 
shall  require ;  and  in  case  no  such  proceedings  with  respect 
to  any  call  of  the  house,  or  other  the  matters  before  men- 
tioned shall  take  place,  or  if  in  the  course  of  those  proceed- . 
iMgs  the  .house  shall  be  adjourned  for  want  of  members,  the 
Jto*l86  shall  be  deemed  and  taken,  and  shall  be  declared  to 
be  adjourned  to  the  same  day  to  which  such  order  or  orders 
jtoll  have  been  adjourned;  provided  always,  that  in  cas,* 
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»™nitan  *e  •arty-nlne  members-,  not  ant-ankle  nor  ciemed, eatajol 
aaaMbc  be  completed,  PI  ■hall  not  be  lawfnl  for  the  boaae  to  proceed 
™«*no?,taB  "P00  BDJ  of  ,ne  nstten  before  mentioned,  mitil  the  d*dr  of 
proceed  until  the  house  Is  unlocked,  and  the  parties,  tbeir  counsel  ml 
unlocked  uid  88*Btai  "re  withdrawn  from  the  bat.  -     .  ■  •  - 

tMp*rtie^&r.       2.  Paovrften  always,  and  be  it  enacted,  That  the  how 
wilbdmwu.       shall  not,  on  any  day  when  any  such   petition***  petitions 
Wben  pen-       aha!)  be  ordered  to  be  taken  into  consideration,  proceed  to 
ukeii'uito'  ta  anI  other  Business  (other  than  siich  as  may,  by  virtue  of  any 
jnSjjnJliH,  act  of  parliament,  be  proceeded  on  previous'to  (he  reading 
to'procewl  to'  °'  **  °"l'r  °f  the  day  for  taking  any  such  petition  or  pr- 
other  bujinrai  titions  into  consideration)  until  there  be  an  attendants  of 
due" \auui-     one  hundred  members,  or  until  the  number  of  forty-iiine 
»™  eicept      members,   not  set  aside  nor  eicused,  shall  be  completed, 
Stfiuw'ta.  ""ier  than  and  eicept  to  the  calling  over  of  the  hduseV  ad- 
journing such  call,  or  ordering  a  call  of  (he  bouse- on*  a.  fu- 
ture day,  and  making  snek  orders  relative  thereto  as  they 
shall  think  fit,  or  such  other  orders  as  tothetn 'shall  seetfl 
expedient  for  enforcing  the  attendance  of  the  mralwn  ire 
the  business  of  the  bouse,  in  the  manner  before  mentioned. 

Anno  890  Geop.gii  III.  C**v& 
An  Act  to  enlarge  the  Tine  ii« 
Land  Tax;  and  to  explain  a 
lost  Session  of  Parliament, 
■perpetual,  mbjett  to  [tedentp. 
ner  therein  tinted,  the  ler er-u 
in  Great  Britain  an  a  Land 
Ttcenty-fiflh  Day  of 'March 
and  ninety-eight. 

Office  of  cony  *••  And  be  it  further  enact 
mini  oner  to  office  of  a  commissioner  for  th 
iii<Pict,  not   I**  under  the  said  act,  by  rea 

to  <«  deemed  cnting  the  same,  shall  not  be  deemed,  tike* ,  or  csMrtused 
fiiPiu>der  his™"  to  be  a  place  or  employment  of  profit  under  his  majesty) osl- 
rowisty.  withstanding  the  appointment  shall  be  by  warrant  uuden  the 
royal  sign  manual,  but  that  the  same  ■ball  be  deemed ,  taken, 
■and  construed  to  be  a  place  or  emplormptit  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  said  act,  to  all  intents  and  pnifnMs,  ondiakall 
not  impeach  any  claim  or  title  which  each; cttamaiatonen 
may  hare  to  any  other  allowance  whatever  wnder  hia  bta- 
jesty. 

Anno  S9°  Georch  111.  Cap.  9*.  .    ., , 


'■ '    S.  And  whereas  the  covenants  contained  in  thetodeoftre 

f  Usually  made  between  his  majesty  and   (he  muster  twnd 

worker  of  his  majesty's  mint,  are  not  in  the  nature'  of  amjit- 

tract  coming  within  the  meaning  and  !rite»tlon-isf  vuarkut, 

'passed  in  the  twenly-second  year  of  the  reign-of  Us  ptMserR 
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majesty,  intituled,  .4  »  «cf  /or  restraining  any  person  concern- 
ed in  any  contract,  commission,  or  agreement,  made  for  the 
public  service,  from  being  elected  or  sitting  or  voting  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  house  of  commons;  Be  it  enacted,  That  nothing 
in  the  said  act  shall  extend,  or  be  construed  to  extend  to 
any  person  holding  the  office  of  a  master  and  worker  of  his 
majesty's  mint. 


Anno  89»  &  40°  Georgh  III.  Cap.  OT. 

An  Act  to  incorporate  certain  Persons  by  the  Name  of  The 
London  Company  for  the  Manufacture  of  Flour,  Meal,  and 
Bread,  fur  a  limited  Time.  A.  D.  1800. 

27.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  person  who  shall  NpmeraWor 
be  a  member,  or  a  manager  or  other  officer  of  the  said  ?5npL?y  d£- 
company,  shall  for  that  cause  only  be  disabled  from  being  a  abl?d  from 
member  of  parliament,  or  shall,  in  respect  of  his  share  or  fuSSt?  J?"" 
shares  therein,  be  or  be  adjudged  liable  to  be  a  bankrupt  shal'«  ',?.  r«- 
within  the  intent  and  meaning  of  all  or  any  of  the  statutes  JEJe,°bei£bU 
made  of  or  concerning  bankrupts.  to  be  a  b^k- 

Anno  41*  Georgh  III.  Cap.  52. 

An  Act  for  declaring  what  Persons  shall  be  disabled  from  sit- 
ting and  voting  in  the  House  of  Commons  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britainjtnd  Ireland  ;  and  also  for  car- 

-  rying  into  effect.  Pott  of  the  fourth  Article  of  the  Union  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  by  providing  in  what  Cases 
Persons  holding  Offices  or  Places  of  Profit  under  the  Crown 
of  Ireland,  shall  be  incapable  of  being  Members  of  the 
House  of  Commons  of  the  Parliament  of  the  said.  United 
Kingdom,  A^D.  1801. 

Whereas  by  an  act,  made  in  the  session  of  parliament  Preambfe. .   % 
held  in  the  thirty-ninth  and  fortieth  years  of  the  reign  of  his  J^40  ,  % 
present  majesty,  intituled,  An  act  for  the  Union  of  Great  Bri-   '    '     " 
tain  and  Ireland,  it  was  amongst  other  things  provided,  that  :, 

the  said  kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  should,  up- 
on the  first  day  of  January  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  one,  and  for  ever  after,  be 
united  into  one  kingdom,  by  the  name  of  the  united  king- 
dom of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland ;  and  that  the  said  united 
kingdom  should  be  represented  in  one  and  the  same  parlia- 
ment, to  be  stiled  the  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland :  and  whereas  it  is  expedient 
fully  to  declare  in  what  cases  persons  are  and  shall  be  dis-  t 

abled  from,  or  incapable  of,  sitting  and  voting  In  the  house 
of  commons  of  the  said  parliament  of  the  said  united  king- 
,.  dqm  :  be  it  therefore  enacted^  &c.  That,  from  and  atfter  the  di^iSE^vorn 
passing  of  this  act,  all  persons  disabled  from  or  incapable  of  sitting  in  an. 
being  elected,  or  sitting  and  voting  in  the  house  of  commons  S^jjjfji  be 
•f  any  parliament,  of  Great  Britain,  shall  be  disabled  from  ctettbua^wm 
-and  be  incapable  of  being  elected,  or  sitting  and  voting  itf'JSSJ.  pLrfe- 
•the  house  of  commons  of  any  parliament  of  the  united  king-  P"1^*3  ™*m- 
:dom,  as  knights,  citizens,  or  burgesses,  i  for  any  county,  j$5ato. Wrt?* 
■'  2  A  2 
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stewartry,  city,  borough,  cinque  port,  town,  or  place,  in  that 

part  of  the  united  kingdom  called  Great  Britain. 

2,  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  from  and  after  the 

AUignons     passing  of  this  act,  all  persons  disabled  from  or  incapable 

silting  fo  Irish  of  being  elected,  or  sitting  and  voting  in  the  house  of  com - 

SdrtySfc    mons  <"  ^^y  parliament  of  Ireland,  shall  be  disabled  from 

aUed  from      and  be  incapable  of  being  elected,  or  sitting  and  voting  in 

sitting  for  Ire-  the  house  of  commons  of  any  parliament  of  the  united  king- 

m  dom,  as  knights,  citizens,  or  burgesses,  for  any  county,  city, 

borough,  town,  or  place  in  that  part  of  the  united  kingdom 

called  Ireland. 

SKTby  Bri-      *•  Provided  nevertheless,  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall 

sh»u8t^rt  £<?'    ^e  con8tnie^  *°  enable  persons,  heretofore  disabled  by  an 

St  ^enabled  act  of  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  from  sitting  and  vot- 

te  sit  for  ire-  fag  in  the  house  of  commons  of  Great  Britain,  to  sit  or  vote 

Wr«?°r  e      in  the  house  of  commons  of  the  said  parliament  of  the  said 

united  kingdom,  as  knights,  citizens,  or  burgesses  for  any 

'   county,  city,  borough,  town,  or  place  in  that  part  of  the 

united  kingdom  called   Ireland;  nor  to  enable  persons, 

heretofore  disabled  by  any  acts  of  the  parliament  of  Ireland 

from  sitting  and  voting  in  the  house  of  commons  of  Ireland, 

to  sit  or  vote  in  the  house  of  commons  of  the  parliament  of 

the  said  united  kingdom,  as  knights,  citizens,  of  burgesses, 

for  any  county,  stewartry,  city,  borough,  cinque  port,  town, 

or  place,  in  that  part  of  the  united  kingdom  called  Great 

Britain. 

4.  An*d  whereas  by  the  said  act  for  the  union  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  it  was  amongst  other  things  provided, 
That  "  until  an  act  shall  have  passed  in  the  parliament  of 
"  the  united  kingdom,  providing  in  what  cases  persons 
*'  holding  offices  or  places  of  profit  under  the  crown  of 
"  Ireland  shall  be  ineapable  of  being  members  of  the  bouse 
u  of  commons  of  the  united  kingdom,  no.  greater  number 
"of  members'  than  twenty  holdiog  such  offices  or  places  as 
"  aforesaid,  shall  be  capable  of  sitting  in  the  said  house 
JSSSmSu-  u  of  commons  of  the  united  kingdom ;"  Be  it  therefore 
tain  pfoces  f.  further  enacted,  That,  from  and  after  the  dissolution  or 
bTdfaabied     other  determination  of  this  present  parliament,  no  person 
fipim  fitting  in  or  persons  who  shall  by  himself  or  his  deputy,  or  any  other 
parliament  of  *n  trust  *°r  nim>  or  *°r  n*s  benefit  take,  hold,  enjoy  or  exe- 
the  waited  .    cutej  or  continue  to  hold,  enjoy,  or  execute,  any  of  the 
kingdom,  viz.  0jgce8>  employments,  or  places  of  profit  herein-after  men- 
tioned, in  or  for  that  part  of  the  united  kingdom  called 
Ireland,  shall  be  capable  of  being  elected  or  chosen  a  mem- 
,  bet  of  or  of  sitting  or  voting  as  a  member  of  the  house  of 

commons  of  any  parliament  of  the  said  united  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  any  parliament  which  shall 
hereafter  be  summoned  and  holden ;  (that  is  to  say), 
Gonunissko*       jjQ  person  who  shall  be  commissioner  of  customs,  excise, 
txcteeTand    '  or  stamps,  or  who  shall  be  concerned,  directly  or  inch- 
stamps,  &c.     rectly,  in  the  farming,  collecting,  or  managing  any  of  the 
sums  of  money,  duties,  or  other  aids,  heretofore  granted, 
,  or  which  shall  hereafter  be  granted,  by  any  act  of  parlia- 

Ejpe&t  tres-    meat  to  his  majesty,  his  heirs  or  successors  (except  tk# 
■    *  commissioners  of  the  treasury  and  their  secretary)  3 
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"  Nor  any  person  who  shaH  be  a  commissioner  for  deterW  Commission, 
mining   appeals  coneernirig  the  said  duties  of  customsy tn  ofawe*ia' 
excise,  or  stamps,  or  for  controiing  or  auditing  the  aceotfnt 
of  the  said  duties  (except  the  auditor  general  of  the  «e**f    .  " "J^, ■  * 
chequer) :  .,<  .:7'*nt»?' 

Nor  any  person  who  shall  be  a  commissioner  of  imprest  Comm&!&^  V 
accounts:  -  S^^' ^ 

Nor  any  agent  for  any  regiment :  Army ige^fij', 

>N(5R  any  person  who  shall  directly  or  indirectly  himself/  contractors** 
or  bf  any  person  whatsoever  in  trust  for  him  or  for  his  uso 
or  benefit,  or  on  his  account,  undertake,  execute,  hold,  or 
enjojr,  or  continue  to  execute,  hold,  or  enjoy,  in  the  whole  .. , 

or  in  part,  any  contract,  agreement,  or  commission  made 
or  entered  into  under  or  from  the  commissioners  of  his  .  V  L 

majesty's  treasury  in  Ireland,  or  with  any  one  or  more  of  _  •« 

such  commissioners,  or  with  any  other  person  or  person*         '  V  •'- 
whomsoever,  for  or  on  account  of  the  public  service  in  Ire*, 
land;  or  who  shall  knowingly  and  willingly  furnish  or 
provide,  in  pursuance  of  any  such  agreement,  contract; 
or  commission  which  he  or  they  shall  have  made  or  entered 
Into  as  aforesaid,  any  money  to  be  remitted  abroad,  or  any 
wares  or  merchandize  to  be  used  or  employed  in  the  ser* 
vice  of  the  public,  during  the  time  that  he  shall  execute,; 
hold,  or  enjoy  any  such  contract,  agreement  or  commission, 
or  any  part  or  share  thereof,  or  any  benefit  or  employment  Except  mem- 
arising  from  the  samp  (except  persons  who  shall  be  men*  ^p^JjJ^J 
bers  of  any  incorporated  trading  company  now  existing  or  such.    l  ' 
established  in  Ireland,  and  consisting  of  more  than  ten 
persons,  so  far  as  relates  to  any  contract,  agreement,  or 
commission,  which  now  is  or  shall  or  may  hereafter  be 
made,  entered  into,  or  accepted  by  such  company  in  its 
corporate  capacity,  for  the  general  benefit  Of  such  incorpo- 
ration or  company) :  l 

Nor  any  deputies  or  clerks  in  any  of  the  several  office^  Deputies  or' 
following ;  that  is  to  say,  the  office  of  lord  high  treasurer  deriwfo^r 
or  the  commissioners  of  the  treasury,  (except  the  secretary  *""*"  ~"c"" 
of  the  treasury) ;  or  of  the  auditor  of  the  receipt  of  his 
majesty's  exchequer,  or  of  the  tellers  of  the  exchequer,  or 
of  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  (except  the  secretary 
of  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer);  or  of  the  commit-  .        :/..  *;* 
sioners  of  stamps,  or  of  the  commissioners  of  appeals.  -r.  ....•  V 

5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That;  from  and  after  the  Persdfrs  fiofa- 
dissolution  or  other  determination  of  this  present  partia-*  u^der  toS'lon? 
ntent,  no  person  who  shall  have  in  his  own  name,  or  m  the  lieutenant 
name  of  any  person  or  persons    in  trust  for  him  or  his  be^iSbted!'* 
'benefit,  any  office  or  place  of  profit,  from  or  by  the  nomi- 
nation or  appointment,  or  by  any  appointment  subject  to 
the  approbation  of  the  lord  lieutenant,  lord  deputy,  lord 
justices,  or  other  chief  governor  or  governors  of  that  part  ' 

of  the  united  kingdom  called  Ireland,  created  or  erected  .    / 

at  any  time  after  the  passing  of  an  act  of  the  parliament  of     •  -      '  ■  - 
Ireland,  in  the  33d  year  of  the  reign  of  his  present  ma* 
josty,  intituled,  An  act  for  securing  the  freedom  and  iride-  T  .  h        ^ 
pendenee  of  the  bouse  of  commons,  by  excluding  there*  Geo.  ffi. £ 
front  persons  holding  any  offices  under  the  crow*  to  be 
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hereafter  created,  or  holding  certain  offices  therein  enu- 
merated, or  pensions  for  terms   of  years,  or  .during  his 
majesty's  pleasure,  shall  be  capable  of  being  elected  or 
chosen  a  member  of,  or  of  sitting  or  voting  as  a  member  of 
the  honse  of  commons  of  any  parliament  of  the  said  united 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  any  parliament 
which  shall  hereafter  be  summoned  and  holden. 
Disabled  per-     6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  hereby 
Sn?to»ifin"   declared  to  *>e  disabled  from,  or  rendered  incapable  of 
parliament      sitting  or  voting  in  the  house  of  commons,  shall  neverthe- 
jSaaitiSTun-6  ^css  De  e*ected  or  returned  as  a  member  to  serve  in  parlia- 
Sr  former  "  ment  for  any  county,  stewartry,  city,  borough,  cinque  port, 
bMacb.       town,  or  place,  in  any  part  of  the  said  united  kingdom, 
snch  election  or  return  are  hereby  enacted  and  declared  to 
be  void  to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever ;  and  if  any 
person  or  persons  so  hereafter  elected  or  returned,  and 
declared  to  be  disabled  or  to  be  rendered  incapable  by  this 
act  to  be  elected,  shall  presume  to  sit  or  vote  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  said  house  of  commons,  such  person  or  persons 
so  sitting  or  voting  shall  incur  such  pains,  penalties,  and 
forfeitures,  as  are  inflicted  or  imposed  by  the  several  acts 
of  parliament  heretofore  passed  in  Great  Britain  or  Ireland 
for  disabling  or  incapacitating  such  persons  from  sitting  in 
Or  if  disabled  the  parliaments  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland  respectively; 
ihnf'fffftit**  an(*  ^  sucn  Person  or  persons  shall  be  disabled  or  iucapa- 
loof.perday.  citated  by  the  having,  holding,  or  accepting  of  any  office* 
*    '  employment,  or  place  of  profit,  in  this  act  enumerated  and 

particularized,  then  and  in  such  case  such  person  or  per- 
sons so  sitting  or  voting,  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  five  hun- 
dred pounds  for  every  day  in  which  he  shall  sit  or  rote  in 
the  said  house,  to  be  recovered  by  such  person  as  shall 
sue  for  the  same  in  any  court  of  record  in  any  part  of  the 
said  united  kingdom,  by  action  of  debt,  bill,  plaint,  or  in- 
formation, wherein  no  essoign,  protection,  or  wager  of  law 
shall  be  allowed,  and  only  one  imparlance. 
Act  shall  oet       7.  PROVIDED  always,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  and  de- 
«ten^dunng  c\Axe^  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall,  during  the  contain- 
ment- to  mi*   ance  of  this  present  parliament,  extend  or  be   construed 
such  offices  w-  t°  extend  or  relate  to,  or  shall  exclude  or  disable,  any 
places;  but  no  person  or  persons  holding  offices  or  places  of  profit  under 
su^peroons0   tne  crown  of  Ireland;  so  nevertheless,  that  no  greater 
•haU  sit.         number  than  twenty  of  the  persons  holding  such  offices  or 

E laces  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  capable  of  sitting  in  the  said 
ouse  of  commons ;  and  so  that  no  person  holding  any 
such  office  or  place  shall  be  capable  of  being  elected,  or  of 
sitting  in  the  said  house,  while  there  are  twenty  persons 
holding  such  offices  or  places  sitting  in  the  said  house. 
ActflhaU  not      8.  Pkovided  also,  and  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  and 
«mheidtforfi''  declared,  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  extend  or  be  con- 
life  or  during  strued  to  exclude  any  person  having  or  holding  any  office, 
vSur.^icept  place,  or  employment. for  life,  or  for  so  long  as  he  shall 
ia  certain        behave  himself  well  in  his  office  (other  than  and  except 
******  the  commissioners  of  imprest  accounts,  and  all  persons 

'  concerned  in  the  managing,  collecting,  pr  farming  Of  any 

sums  of  money,  duties,  or  other  aids  granted  or.  to .  l>t 


'c 
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Kmnttd  to  his  majesty,  his  heirs  or  successors) ;  any  thing 
here  in  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

'J.  Provided  always.  That  if  any  person  being  chosen  &  Members  »< 
member  of  the  haute  of  commons    shall,  from  and  after  uSce  wh^t* 
the  passing  of  this  act,  accept  of  any  office  ot  profit  wbnt-  ™  f™1^* 
em,  immediately  and   directly  from  the  crown  of  the  said.  ]r«fasn*nt°i; 
united  kingdom,  or  by  the  nomination  or  appointment,  or  B  K?J2x 
try  any  other  appointment  subject  to  the  approbation  of  the  bji*«i*.C*  ' 
lord  lieutenant,  lord   deputy,   lord  justices,  or  other  chief 
governor  or  governors  of  that  pari  of  the  said  united  king- 
dom called    Ireland,   his    seat   shall    (hereupon  become 
vacant,   and  a  Writ  shall    issue  for  a  new    election:  pro- 
vided nevertheless,  that  such  person  (if  he  be  not  incapa- 
citated -by  any    thing   herein-before   contained),    shall  big 
capable  of  being  again  elected   to  be  a  member  of  the 
house  of  commons  for  the  place  for  which  he  had  been  a 
member,  or  for  any  other  place  sending  member*  to  the 
house  of  co 


Anno  41°  Geop.ch  III.  Cap.  G3. 
An  Act  to  remove   Doubts  respecting  the  Eligibility  of  Per- 
son* fn  Holy  Order!  to  sit  in  the  Home  of  Commons. 

A.  I).  1801. 
Whereas  it  is  expedient  to  remove  donl 
;  the  eligibility  of  persons 
le  of  commons,  and  also  to 
eluding  them  from  sitting 
2d  and  enacted,  &c.  That  n< 
■  the  office  of  the  priest  or  d 
e  church  of  Scotland,  is  o 
ted  to  serve  in  parliament  a 

urther  declared  and  enacte 

faraoa,  having  been  ordained  to   the  offii 

deacon,    of  being  a    minister  of  the  churc 

•ball  hereafter  be  elected  to  serve  in  parlii 

■aid,  such  election  and  return  shall  be  voi 

amy.  person,  being  elected  to  serve  in  partial 
' be*  of  the  house  of  commons,  shall,    after  1 

ordained  to  the  office  of  priest  or  deacon,  c 

nioter  of  the  chorch  of  Scotland,  then  and  in  such  case 
.  the  seat  of  such  person  shall  immediately  become  void  ; 
i  sad  if  any  such  person  shall,  in  any  of  the  aforesaid  cases, 

rsume  to  sit  or  vote  as  a  member  of  the  house  of  commons, 
shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds  for  every  p, 
-  day  ia  which  he  shall  sit  or  vote  in  the  said  house,  to  any  sit 
person  or  .persons  who  shall  sue  for  the  same  in  any  of  his  „ 
majesty's  courts  at   Westminster;  and    the   money  so    for* 
,  toiled  shall  be  recovered  by  (he  person  or  persons  so  suing, 
with  full  costs  of  snit,  in  any  of  the  said  courts,  by  any 
notion  of  debt,  bill,  plaint,   or  information,  In   which  no 
•  <cas*ign,  privilege,  protection,  or  wager  of  law,  or  more 
» ion*  one  iqaaxlanue,   shall  ,be  allowed;  and  every  person. 
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against  whom  any  such  penalty  or  forfeiture  shall  be,  reco- 
vered by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be  from  thenceforth  in* 
capable  of  taking,  holding,  or  enjoying  any  benefice,  liv- 
ing, or  promotion,  ecclesiastical,  and  of  taking,  holding,,  or 
enjoying  any  office  of  honour  or  profit  under  his  majesty, 
Elections  be-  his  heirs  or  successors  :  provided  always,  that  nothing.ia 
^"oftiiifact  tn*s  act  c011^116^  shall  extend,  or  be  construed  to  extend, 
ahafToot  be*^  to  make  void  any  election  of  a  person  to  serve  as  a  mem* 
▼oM.  *  ber  0f  the  house  of  commons,  which  election  shall  have 

taken  place  before  the  passing  of  this  act. 
limitation  of      3.  Provided  also,  and  be  it  enacted,  That  no  person 
actions.  shall  be  liable  to  any  forfeiture  or  penalty  inflicted  by  this 

act,  unless    a   prosecution  shall    be  v  commenced   within 
twelve  calendar  months  after  such  penalty  or  forfeiture 
shall  be  incurred. 
What  proof         4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  proof  of  the  celebra* 
/•cUmS?**  ^on  °f  divine  Bervice,  according  to  the  rites  of  the  church, 
eieut.  of  England,  or  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  in  any  church 

or  chapel  consecrated  or  set  apart  for  public  worship,  shall 
be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  primA  facie  evidence  of  the  fact 
of  such  person  having  been  ordained  to  the  office  of  a 
priest  or  deacon,  or  of  his  being  a  minister  of  the  church 
of  Scotland,  within  the  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act. 


Anno  42°  Georgii  III.  Cap.  62. 

An  Act  for  extending  the  Provisions  of  an  Act,  made  in  the 
Thirty-fourth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  His  present  Majesty, 
intituled,  An  Act  for  directing  the  Appointment  of  com- 
missioners to  administer  certain  Oaths  and  Declarations, 
required  by  law  to  be  taken  and  made  by  Persons  offering 
to  vote  at  the  Election  of  Members  to  serve  in  Parliament, 
to  all  Oaths  now  required  by  Law  to  be  taken  by  Voters  at 
Elections  for  Members  to  serve  in  Parliament.  A.  D.  1802. 

34  Geo.  3.  Whereas  by  an  Act,  passed  in  the  thirty -fourth  year  of 

c  73.  s.  1,  &c.  the  reign  of  his  present  majesty,  intituled,  An  act  .for  di- 
recting the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  administer 
certain  oaths  and  declarations,  required  by  law  to  be  taken 
v  and  made  by  persons  offering  to  vote  at   the  election,. of 

members  to  serve  in  parliament,  it  was  (amongst  .other 
things)  enacted,  that  when  a  poll  should  be  demanded  at 
any  election  of  a  member  or  members  to  serve  in  parUa* 
ment  for  any  county,  city,  borough,  or  other  place  in  Eng- 
land or  Wales,  or  for  the  town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed, 
the  returning  officer  or  officers  at  every  such  electiou,  after 
such  poll  should  be  demanded,  should,  at  the  instance  and 
request  in  writing  of  any  of  the  candidates,  under  Ms  or 
their  hand  or  hands,  immediately  after  such  request,  and 
before  he  or  they  should  proceed  further  in  taking  the  poll, 
retain,  nominate,  and  appoint  two  or  more  persons  to  ad* 
minister  the  oaths  of  allegiance,  supremacy,  the  declara- 
tion of  fidelity,  the  oath  of  abjuration,  and  the  declaration 
or  affirmation  of  the  effect  thereof,  required  by  law  to  be 
.taken,  made,  or  subscribed  by  voters  at  elections  of  mem* 
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hers  to  serve  in  parliament- :  and  whereas  there  are  other 
oaths  besides  those  enumerated  in  the  said  act,  which 
voters  at  elections  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament  m&y 
Be  by  law  required  to  take,  the  present  mo  le  of  adminis- 
tering whereof  is  attended  with  delay  and  inconvenience, 
and  the  delay  and  inconvenience  intended  by  the  said  act  ' 

to  have  been  prevented,  are  thereby  only  in  part  remedied ; 
Be  it  therefore  enacted,  &c.    That,  from  and  after  the  when  a  poll 
passing  of  this  act,  when  a  poll  shall  he  demanded  at  any  ^J^jJS  de" 
election  of  a  member  or  members  to  serve  in  parliament  for  SyeU«*j£n 
aliy  county,  city,  borough,  or  other  place  in  England  or  ^""ff^jjjjf* 
Wales,  or  for  the  town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  the  re-  $c.  t&rJti'rn. 
turning  officer  or  officers  at  every  such  election,  after  such  ljiJij>ffic*" 
poll  shall  be  demanded,  shall  at  the  instance  and  request  in  two  or^more 
writing  of  any  candidate  or  candidates  at  such  election,  jg™011? to    M 
under  his  or  their  hand  or  hands,   immediately  after  such  thftMthST&c. 
request,  and  before  he  or  they  shall  proceed  further  in  Jjw»«»«l  W 
taking  the  poll,  retain,  nominate,  and  appoint  two  or  more    w* 
persons  (as  the  case  may  require),  severally  and  at  different 
places  separate  and  apart  from  the  place  where  the  poll 
shall  be  taken,  to  administer  all  the  oaths,   and  take  the 
declarations  and  affirmations,  now  required  by  law  to  be 
taken  and  made  by  voters  at  elections  of  members  to  serve 
in  parliament,  and  to  certify  the  names  of  the  several  and 
respective  electors  who  shall  take  such   oaths  and  make 
such    declarations   and  affirmations    respectively,  in  the 
manner,  prescribed  by  the  said  recited  act,  and  the  persons 
to  be  appointed  as  aforesaid   shall  respectively  have  fall 
power,  and  each  and  every  of  them  is  fiereby  authorized 
and  required,  to  administer  all  and  every  such  several  and 
respective  oaths  to,  and  take  such  declarations  and  affirma- 
tions from,  every  such  elector  who  shall  desire  or  be  re- 
quired to  take  the  same  oaths,  or  make  the  same  declara- 
tions or  affirmations,  or  any   of  them,  previously  to  his 
Toting  at  any  such  election  ;  and  every  such  person  so  ap- 
pointed as  aforesaid  shall,  immediately  after  such  appoint- 
ment, and  before  he  shall  take  upon  him  to  act  under  such 
appointment,  take  the  following  oath ;  (that  is  to  say), 

*  I  do  swear  that  I  will  faithfully  and  impartially  admi-  of  persons  $• 

*  Ulster  the  oaths,  and  take  the  declarations  and  affirmations,  •»•«**»*■ 
'  now  required  by  law  to  be  taken  or  made  by  voters  at  elec- 

'  lions  for  members  to  serve  in  parliament,  to  and  from  such 
c  persons  as  shall  lawfully  apply  to  me 'in  that  behalf,  in 
'  order  to  qualify  themselves  to  vote  at  this  election  :  and 
'  that  I  will  on  being  thereunto  requested,  fairly  and  truly 
c  give  to  every  such  person,  or  any  of  them,  who  shall  take 
'  touch  oaths,  or  make  such  declarations  or  affirmations 

*  respectively,  ot  any  of  them,  before  me,  a  certificate 

*  thereof;  and  that  I  will  not  give  such  certificate  to  any 
'  person  before  he  shall  have  taken  such  oath  or  oaths,  or 
e  make  guch  declaration  or  declarations  affirmation  or 
c  affirmations  respectively,  as  shall  be  mentioned  in.  such 
'  certificate,  before  me  and  in  my  presence.' 

'Which  oath  to  be  taken  by  the  several  persons  respec- 
tively 00  to  be  appointed,  the  returning  officer  or  officers  at 
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tiMi  petitions,  or1  setting  np  frivolous  or  vexatious  de>- 
fiBL-Bs,  in  any  of  the  cases  to  whioh  the  said  acta  relate, 
and  for  the  final  decision  of  questions  respecting  the  rights 
of  voting  at  such  elections,  or  of  nominating  or  appoint- 
ing the  returning  officer  or  returning   officers  who  are  to 
preside  thereat:.  And  whereas  it  is  expedient  that  further 
regulations  should  be  made   for  giving  dispatch   to  the 
elocution  of  certain   parts  of  the  said  several  acta  ;  Be  it 
therefore  enacted,  &c.  That,   from  and  after  this  present  When  tw<;  « 
session  of  parliament,  where  two  or  more  petitions  under  2' 
and  by  virtue  of  the  said  recited  acta,  or  any  of  them,  are  jSi.*™^-"" 
to  be  taken  into  consideration  fay  the  house  of  commons,,^™™-  -n 
on  the  same  day,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful,  after  sum   i* 
awning  the  members,  and  counting   the  house,   in   the  2 
manner  directed  by  the  said  recited  acts,  to  order  all  the  *' 
petitioners  and  other  parties,  by  themselves,  their  counsel,  £ 
or  agents,  to  attend  within  the  house  at  the  same  time,  J» 
before  the  door  shall  be  locked,  and  after  the  lilt  of  forty-  m 
nine  names  of  the  members  present  hath  been  drawn  by  j" 
lot,  and  completed,  ia  order  to  form   the  first  committee,  m 
according  to  the  directions  of  the  said  recited  acts,  it  shall  J 
aad  may  be  lawful  to  proceed  forthwith,  and  before  the  b 
door  of  the  house  shall  be  opened,  except  for  the  purposes  rnnui». 
herein-after  mentioned,  to  draw  by  lot,  and  complete  in 
like  manner,  out  of  the  same  boxes  or  glasses,  another  list 
of  forty-Bine  names  of  the  remaining  members  present,  in 
Order  to  form  the  second  committee,  according  to  the  said 
directions  ;  and  in  the  same  manner  to  draw  by  lot,  and 
complete,  successive  lists   of  forty  nine   namen  of  the  re- 
maining members  present,  in  order  to  form  the  third  and 
fourth  or  such  other  number  of  committees  as  may  be  re- 
quisite for  the  trial    of  such  petitions;  and   the   select 
committees  for  the  trial  and  determination  of  such  petitions, 
and  the  nominees  thereto,  shall  then  severally  be  appointed 
according  to  the  rules,  directions,  and   regulations  of  the 
said  recited  acts,  in  like  manner  as  if  only  one  list  of  forty- 
nine  names  had  then  been  formed. 

9.  Provided  always,  That  it  shall  not  nor  may  be  law-  ^11™"™  to  t* 
ful  to  proceed,  in  manner  aforesaid,  to  form  successive  present.  ; 
lists,  in  order  to  form  more  than  one  of  such  committees, 
unless  one  hundred  and  twenty  members  shall  be  present 
in  the  house  at  the  time  of  counting  the  same  ;  nor  to  form 
successive  lists  in  order  to  form  more  than  two  each  com- 
mittees', unless  two  hundred  members  shall  then  be  present  in ' 
the  house;  nor  to  form  successive  lists,  in  order  to  form 
more  than  three  such  committees,  unless  two  hundred  and 
seventy  members  shall  then  be  present  in  the  house ;  nor 
to  form  successive  lists,  in  order  to  form  more  than  four 
such  committees,  unless  three  hundred  and  sixty  members 
shall  then  be  present  in  the  house  ;  nor  to  form  successive 
lists,  in  order  to  form  more  tban  five  such  committees, 
unless  four  hundred  and  sixty  members  shall  then  be  pre- 
sent in  the'  house. 

3.  P&oviDtw  always.  That  in  case  the  house  shall  pre-  Svna  of 
ceed,  in  manner  aforesaid,  to  form  successive  lilts,  in  order  ■a*1"-**5  •* 
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8.  And  be  it   farther  enacted,  That   every  such  com-  c. 
mittee  appointed  for  the  trial  and  determination  of  any  Jj! 
petition   under  and  by  virtue  of  the  said   recited  acts,  and  >h 
of  this  act,  shall  or  may  be  attended   by  a  person  well  ~" 
■hilled  in  the  art  of  writing  short  hand,  who  shall  be 
specially  appointed  by  the  clerk  of  the  house  of  commons 
for  the  time  being,  and  sworn  by  the  chairman  faithfully 
and  truly  to  take  down,   in  short  hand,  the  evidence  ad- 
duced before  the  said  committee,  and  from  day  to  day,  as 
occasion    may  require,  to   transcribe   or  cause  the  same  to 
be  transcribed  in  words  at  length,  for  the  use  of  the  said 


9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act  shall  con-  coolinu„r 
tinue  in  force  two  years,  and  fiom  thence  till  the  end.  of  the  of  wnii 
session  of  parliament  next  after  the  espiration  of  the  said  5j5*°?i 
two  years,  and  no  longer. 

Anno  43°  Georcii  III.  Cap.  lie.  s.  200. 
An  Act  for  Consolidating  the  Provisions  of  the  literal  Acts 
passed  for  the  Redemption  and  Safe  of  the  Land  Tax  into 
One  Act,  and  for  nuking Jkrther  Provision  for  the  Redemp- 
tion and  Bale  thereof;  and  for  removing  Doubts  respecting 
the  Rights  of  Persons  claiming  to  Vote  at  Elections  for 
Knight'  of  the  Shire  and  other  Members  to  serve  in  Parlia. 
isrnr,  »  respect  of  Messuages,  Lands,,  or  TunanatU,  tie 
Land  Tax  upon  which  shall  hate  been  redeemed  or  pur.. 
chased.  A.  D.  1803. 

200.  And  whereas  doubts  may  arise  by  reason  of  the  pro-  w  °M-  - 
visions  of  an  act  passed  in  the  nineteenth  year  of  the  reign  «i  oh,  j 
of  his  late  majesty  king  George  the  second.  Intituled,  '  An  IT. 
act  for  better  regulating  of  elections  of  members  to  serve  in 
parliament  for  such  cities  and  towns  in  that  part  of  Great 
Britain  called  England,  as  are  counties  of  themselves;'  and 
of  another  act,  passed  in  the  twentieth  year  of  the  reign  of 
Jiis  present  majesty,  intituled,  '  An  act  to  remove  certain 
difficulties  relative  to  voters  at  county  elections,'  as  to  the 
right  of  voting  for  the  election  of  knights  of  the  sbire,  or 
other  members  to  serve  in  parliament,  by  persons  who  may 
claim  so  to  vote  in  respect  of  messuages,  lands,  or  tone- 
merits,  the  land-tax  charged  whereon  may  have  been  re-  ,,' 
deemed;  be  it  therefore  enacted,  That  every  person  whom 
shall  tender  his  vote  at  the  election  of  any  knight  or  knights  E) 
of  the  shire  or  other  member  or  members  to  serve  in  parlia-  w 
ment  witbin  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England,  Or  '" 
the  principality  of  Wales,  in  respect  of  any  messuages,  lands,  »j 
or  tenements,  of  the  quality  and  value  which  would  by  law  e*,™*.  — . 
entitle  him  to  vote  at  such  election,  the  land-tax  charged  J<  entitltil 
whereon  shall  hare  been  redeemed  or  purchased,  shall,  from  J?OTin?sii- 
and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  be  entitled  to  vote  at  any  rtdeiwtioi 
such  election  as  aforesaid,  without  being  compelled  to  shew 
that  such  messuages,- lauds,  ur  tenements,  have  been  assess* 
•d  so  the  laod-ttx,  apoo  proving  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
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.  ilaey  tinm  previously  WmicIi  election- bee.n  rodaMnei* 
ii  purchased,  aad  the  said  meaiuages,  lande,  of  UweroMttj 
beeom*  •xoBented  tfcerefroin,  nnder  the  prrMgiaM  ef  nan 
•aid  recited  act*  for  the  redemption  of  land-tax,  or  of  tbi* 
act;  the  Hid  recited  acta  pueed  in  (he  nineteenth  yearmf 
his  late  majeatji  reign,  and  in  the  twentieth  nariof  -*ni 
preient  «ajeaty'a  reign, «  anv  other  Kt  or  law  to  the  don- 
Utry  notwith*  lauding,  i 
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nueh  otfthenaidTecitedactpsissad  in  the  fbityi*ewmd  yeat  Sg"^1  rf~ 
•f  bM,pKseot  majesty,  hi  naaMtt  the  said  oath  at  Mima-  .  urniwctsthe 
Imb,  repaired  by  toe  Mid  Mt  passed  in  the  tdCflwi  year  of  J;,,,,,e:i'-1';;i"1 
kMig  Geoege  the  seatmd,  shall  be  and  fa  hereby  repeated  ;  cm!to>  tkd, 
and  that  fran  and  after  the  pawing  of  thin  act,  the  said  Sljftg  ,,,;l";n 
o*tb  or  affirmation  shall  be  take  a  or  made  by  every  such  in  niunii 
EtaeboMcr,  citizen,  fieemaa,  burgess,  or  person,  at  the  poll,  P^?rri bed  i^r 
and  iBOnediately  before  he  is  admitted  to  poll  at  socb  elec-  3  <;.  s. 
tion,  in  manner  prescribed  by  the  said  act  passed  In  the 
second  year  of  his   late   majesty  kjng  George  the  second, 
t*c*te  the  tame  tkaU  he  demanded  by  either  of  the  candidate*, 
or  any  two  of  nU  electors. 


•hatl  have  been  first  b»lloHed  for,  shall  hare  the  preference 
■■ocetsively  in  choosing  such  member  or  members  for  the 
Completion  of  inch  committee  or  committees. 


Anna  49o  Gboboii  III.  Ca*.  US. 
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as  if  be  has!  never  been  returned  or  elected  •  member  in 

parliament  f  and  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  receive  or 

accept  of,  by  himself,  herself,  or  themselves,  or  by  any  other 

person  or  persons  in  trust  for  or  to  the  use  or  on  the  behalf 

of  him,  her,  or  them,  any  such  sum  of  money,  gift,  or  re* 

ward,  or  any  euch  promise  upon  any  such  engagement,  con-  .     .. 

tract,  or  agreement,  shall  forfeit  to  his  majesty  the  vaine         v* 

and  amount  of  such  sum  of  money,  gift,  or  reward,  over  and 

above  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds,  which  said-  sum  of 

five  hundred  pounds  he,  she,  or  they  shall  forfeit  to  any 

'person  who  shall  sue  fer  the  same,  to  be  recovered  with  such 

.  costs  of  suit,  by  action  of  debt,  bill,  plaint,  or  information, 

tin  any  of  his  majesty's  courts  of  record  at  Westminster,  if 

:■  the  Offence  be  eemsmitted  in  that  part  of  the  united  kingdom 

.  called  England  and  Wales,  and  in  any  of  bis  majesty's 

courts  of  record  at  Dublin,  if  the  offence  be  committed  in 

i  Ireland,  wherein  respectively  no  essoign  or  wager  of  law,  or 

svte  than  ope  imparlance  shall  be  allowed;  and  if  the  of- 

-  fence  be  committed  in  Scotland,  then  to  be  recovered  with 
Jail  coats  of  suit  by  summary  action  t>f  complaint  before  the 
court  of  session,  or  by  prosecution  before  the  court  of  justi- 

-:  ciary  there. 
>  %i  Provide*  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  Thai  no*  ^Jjftjf  {•«? 

•  thine;  in  this  act  contained  shall  extend,  or  be  construed  to  expends. 
•  sfcaend,  to  any  money  paid  or  agreed  to  be  paid  to  or  by  any 
pentoa*  for  any  legal  ezpenoe  bem&Jide  incurred  at  or  con* 
eerning  any  election. 

-  >  8.  Amp  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  or  per*  Sg£iJj  JJe,. 
sons  shall,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  by  him-  wgmtoigr?*- 
self,  herself,  or  themselves,  or  by  any  ether  person  or  per-  SJSS^Se^y 
sons  tor  01  on  hie,  her,  or  their  behalf,  give  or  procure  to  be  odK;  <ta.  m 
given,  or  promise  to  give  or  procure  to  be  given,  any  office,  crate  eke. 
place,  or  employment,  to  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  tjon  of*  mem- 
upon  any  express  contract  or  agreement  that  such  person  or  £5'£  JtST 
persons,  to  whom  or  to  whose  use  or  on  whose  behalf  such  omoe,&«* 
gift  or  promise  shall  be  made,  shall  by  himself,  herae)f>  or 

.  themselves,  or  by  any  other  person  or  persons  at  his,  her,  or 
their  solicitation,  request,  or  command,  procure  or  endeavour 

» to  procure  the  return  of  any  person  to  serve  in  parliament 
for  any  county,  stewartry,  city,  town,  borough,  cinque  port, 

j  or.  plane,  such  person  so  returned,  and  so  having  given  or 

.<  procured  to  be  given*  or  so  having  promised  to  give  or  pro* 
dure  to  be  given,  or  knowing  of  and  consenting  to  such  gift  . 

-  er  promise  upon  any  such  express  contract  or  agreement. 
ehall  be  and  is  hereby  declared  and  enacted  to  be  disabled 
mad  incapacitated  to  serve  in  that  parliament  for  such  county, 
atewartry,  city,  town,  borough,  cinque  port,  or  place,  and 

.  that  such  person  shall  be  deemed  and  taken,  and  is  hereby 
.   declared  and  enacted  to  be  deemed  and  taken  to  he  na 

-  member  of  parliament,  and  -enacted  to  be  to  all  intents, 
constructions,  and  purposes  aa  if  he  had  never  been  re* 

•  ferned  or  elected  a,  member  in  parliament;  and  any  person 
wifce  shall  receive  or  accept  of,  by  himself,  herself,  or  them* 

,  driven*  or  by  any  other  parson  or  persons  in  trust  for  or  to 
^e*uae  or  on  fee  behalf  of  such  persons,  any  such  office,    * 
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Limilit»n 
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tTtwrnrnx*}  52  &,  xu.  cap.  £44*  du* 

mtnefj*,  «»a»*n»ats,  lands,  tenements,  and  'heradftamentisy 
whtraen  tizeland  tax  so  purchased  was. charged:  and  wheke* 
a»«M»  person  is  allowed  by  law  to  -vote  for  electing  any  men*  - 
bte«#<pa*li«neirt,  in  respect  of  any  annuity,  feeilana  rent,1' 
ot.DWt^  saaxge,  without  the  same-  being  first  duly  registered 
idiananniar  directed  by  law:-  and  whereas  doubts  have  •• 
asitfsui*  whether.  an.y  pemou  eaa  vote  at  an  election*  for  a 
xnein»on<of  parliament  in  respect  of  any  land  tax  so  par* 
chased  a&  aforesaid,  without  the  same  or  some  memorial  of 
tbericoatratit  «r  certificate  fot  sueh  purchase  being  first  re* 
gnatrtd,  in  the  *ame  manner  as  other  fee  fawn  rents,  rent 
chajsgttfj  and-  annuities  or  memorials  of  the  grant  thereof 
required  to  be  registered  as  aforesaid ;  now  for  removing 
soon  denote*  be  ijt  enacted  and  declared,  &c.  That  in  order  Registry  of 
totantitle  any  ^person  to  vote  at  an  election  for  a  member  at?  purchase  of 
pasliasn&nt,  in  respect  of  land  tax  so  purchased  as  afore-  xJeceaSrVto 
s^ndyifc  .shall  not  be  necessary  to  have  the  same  or  any  me*  entitle  to  vote 
morial  of  the  contract  or  certificate  of  the  purchase  thereof  ■*  elections. 
regiflJxned,  as  other  fee  farm  rents  and  annuities,  or  a  me* 
mortal  o/  the. grant  thereof,  are  required  by  law  to  he  re* 
gifcteved,  before  any  person  can  vote*  for  electing  a  member 
o£m«rliamant  in  respect  thereof. 
.  -if-  ?'j>  *  i       ■**  • 

Ui<ir        ■  Akk068oGeOR01iIII,Cap.144» 

*Ai)jlcfto  suspend  and  finally  vacate  the  Seats  of  Members 
u  qf  tfye  House  of  Commons,  who  shall  become  Bankrupts, 
naukwho  shall  not  pay  their  Debts  in  full  within  a  limited 
l&tie.  ■  A.  D.  1812.   . 

WOMebas  it  is  highly  necessary,  for  the  preservation  of 
ffce  dignity  and  independence  of  parliament,  that  members  ■<■ 
of  tbe  house  of  commons  of  the  united  kingdom,  who  be- 
come bankrupts,  and  do  not  pay  their  debts  in  full,  shall 
not  retain  thaia  seats  t  he  it  therefore  enacted,  &c.  That 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  whenever  a  commie-  fjjj8^^* 
sidh  of  bankruptcy  shall  issue  and  be  awarded  against  any  cant  in  certain 
person:  being  a  member  of  the  house  of  commons,  and  he  Jjgjjjrf  bank' 
•halt  tie  IJbund  and  declared  a  bankrupt  under  the  dame,  '  ' 

smett  inember  shall  be,  and  shall  remain  during  twelve  ca- 
len4arl*Bpnth»  from  the  time  of  the  issuing  thereof,  utterly 
incapable  ©4*  sitting  and  voting  in  the  said,  bouse  of  eouv , 
mojDfe  unless  within  the  said  period  such  commission  shall 
be,aj|»ftr»eded,  or  unless  within  the  same  period  thecredie  . 
tar**>f  eufih  member  of  the  house  of  commons. proving  their 
da^is,  under  the  commission  of  bankruptcy  shall  be  paid  ot 
aattoied  ta  the  full  amount  of  their  debts  under  the  said 
coinjniftsion :  provided  always,  that  such  of  the  debts,  if  . 
any^as  shall  be.  disputed  by  such  bankrupt,  if  ha  shall, 
wi^up.the  tiaje  aforesaid,  eater  into  a  bond  or  bonds,  in 
eupJ**unvor  sums,  .with  two  sufficient  sureties  to  be  ap- 
prgyod;  by  the  commissioners  under  the  said  commission  of 
bankrupt*  or  the  major  part  of  them,  to  pay  such  sum 
or  aums-of  money  as  shall  be  recovered  in  any  action*  suit, 
or  <*|fce*  .proceeding  jn.law  or  eauity,  concerning  such  debt 


ij-  .  s.  And  be  H  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

that  if  the  said  commi«gion  (hull  dot,  within  twelve  ealeo 
»■  dnr  months  from  the  issuing  thereof,  be  superseded,   nor 

the  debts  Mtietied   in  manner  aforesaid,   then  the  commis- 
sioners, or  the  major  part  of  t" 

lion,  shall  and  they  are  hereby 

the  expiration  of  twelve  calen 

of  the  said  commission,  to  cert 

be,  to  the  speaker  of  the  bout 

kingdom,  and  thereupon  the  el 

be  and  is  hereby  declared  to  bt 

be  lawful  for  the  speaker  of  th 

time  being,  during  any  recess 

by  prorogation  or  adjournment 

forthwith,  after  receiving  such 

thereof  to  be  inserted  in  the  L 

expiration  of  fourteen  days  aft 

aotice  In  the  Gazette,  to  issue 

the  crown,  to  make  out  a  re 

member  in  the  room  of  such  mi 


ssue  his  warran 
unless  such  certificate  shall  ha 
long  before  the  then  next  me 
mons  for  the  dispatch  of  busin< 
election  may  be  issued  before  I 
of  the  house  of  commons. 
;f  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted 
That  all  and  every  of  the  powe 
twenty-fourth  year  of  the  rejgi 
repealing  so  much  of  two  fori 
speaker  of  the  house  of  con 
to  the  clerk  of  the  crown  foi 
election  of  members  to  serve  i 
ner  therein  mentioned,  and  for  i 
for  the  like  purposes,  so  far 
speaker  of  the  house  of  commo 
other  persons,  being  members  i 
issue  warrants  for  the  making 
vacancy  of  the  office  of  speake 

of  the  realm,  shall  be  and  they  are  hereby  made  to  be  in 
force  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  make  the  like  no- 
mination and  appointment  for  issuing  warrants  under  the 
like  circumstances  and  conditions,  for  the  election  of  mem- 
bers of  parliament  in  the  room  of  such  whose  seat*  shall 
become  vacant  under  the  provisions  of  this  act. 
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Anno  53o  Georg 1 1  III.  Cap.  49. 

An  Act  to  explain  and  amend  an  Act,  passed  in  the  7th  and 
8th  Yeats  of the  Reign  of  the  late  King  William,  as  far  as 
relates  to  the  splitting  and  dividing  the  Interest  in  Houses 
and  Lands  among  several  Persons,  to  enable  them  to  voU 
at  Elections  of  Members  to  serve  in  Parliament. 

2\st  May,  1813. 

Whereas  by  an  act  of  parliament  made  in  the  seventh 
year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  majesty,  king  William  the 
Third,  intituled, 4  An  act  for  the  further  regulating  elections  7  Gul.  3.  c  s 
of  members  to  serve  in  parliament,  and  for  preventing  ir- 
regular proceedings  of  sheriffs  and  other  officers  in  the 
electing  and  returning  such  members,'  it  is  amongst  other 
things  enacted,  That  all  conveyances  of  any  messuages, 
lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  in  any  county,  city, 
borough,  town  corporate,  port  or  place,  in  order  to  multiply 
voices,  or  to  split  and  divide  the  interest  in  any  houses  or 
lands,  amongst  several  persons  to  enable  them  to  vote  at 
eleotions  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament,  shall  be  void 
and  of  none 'effect:  and  whereas  doubts  have  been  enter- 
tained whether  devises  by  will  made  in  such  cases,  and  for 
such  purposes,  are  within  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of 
the  said  act:  be  it  enacted  and  declared,  &c.  That  all  de-  Devises  by 
vises  by  will  made  in  such  cases,  and  for  such  purposes,  as  will  splitting 
by  the  said  act  are  hereinbefore  described,  are  and  shall  be  votes* 
taken  to  be  conveyances  within  the  true  intent  and  meaning 
of.  the  said  act,  as  if  the  same  had  been  therein  specially 
mentioned :  provided  always,  that  this  act  shall  not  revoke 
cr  defeat,  or  be  construed  to  revoke  or  defeat  any  part  of 
any  will,  in  which  is  comprised  any  devise  or  devises, 
which  is  or  are  hereby  declared  void,  other  than  or  beyond 
the  devise  or  devises  made  void  by  this  act. 

2.,  And  wbereas  divers  freehold  estates  may  have  been  Otrtoto^e-^ 
heretofore  acquired  under  such  devises  as  are  hereby  de-  TSted!0 
clared  to  be  void,  the  possession  of  which  freehold  estates 
it  may  nevertheless  be  expedient  to  quiet  and  protect :  be 
it  therefore  further  enacted,  That  nothing  herein  declared 
shall  extend  to  or  affect  any  devise  made  by  any  testator 
or  testatrix,  whose  death  took  place  twenty  years  before 
the  passing  of  this  act. 


1* 


!  Anno  53°  Georgii  III.  Cap.  71. 

A*  Act  M  amending  and  rendering  more  effectual  the  Laws 
for  the  Trials  of  controverted  Elections  and  Returns  of 
Members  to  serve  in  Parliament.  22d  June,,  1813. 

"  Whereas  divers  acts  of  parliament  have  been  made 
for  regulating  the  trial  of  controverted  elections  or  returns 
of  members  to  serve  in  parliament :  and  whereas  it  is  ex- 
pedient that  further  regulations  should  be  made  for  that  Lisfa  rf  yoUn 
purpose :  be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  in  all  cases  of  contro-  intended  to  b« 
verted  elections,  or  returns  of  members  to  serve  in  parlia-  oW***  to,  to 


slixviil  SS  G.  in.  »*.  71. 

tiU  wiTof  defending  su 
roouDoiu.  their  agcn  la, 
wKrinten**     mulls,  lists  0 

d2" i  !™*|'  by  the  said  c 

within  fiff.'  of  all  parlies 
*■»■■         '    veral  beads 

against  the  t 

lints  shall  b< 

lions  and  re 

land  or  Wale 

for  tbe  couii 

election  and 

before  the  di 
lilion :  provi 
consideratioi 
order  of  the 
lie  wed  at  the 
sufficient  if  i 
rio  lis  as  are 
trial  of  such 

._*  be  adduced! 
""*■  trial  of  the  j 

delirered  in 

head  of  obje 

heads  bo  ape 

list  as  aforei 

be  stated  ag 

shall  be  pn 

atantiate  sue 

be  of  opinioi 

the  said  cot 


tu-Ue^fUillKa. 


coata  and  ex 
the  flame  ma 
the  recovery 
vexatious  ptuuuui. 

3.  And  whereas  it  is  expedient  that  provision  shall  be 
made  to  ensure  the  more  punctual  payment  of  all  costs  ei- 
pences,  and  fees,  which  may  became  due  to  witnesses, 
officers  of  the  house,  and  parties,  by  reason  of  the  trial  of 
controverted  elections  :  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  pro- 
ceeding shall  be  had  on  any  petition  by  virtue  of  any  act 
concerning  the  trial  of  controverted  elections  and  returns, 
unless  the  person  or  persons  subscribing  the  same,  or  some 
one  or  more  of  them,  shall  within  fourteen  days  after  the 
•ante  shall  have  been  presented  to  tbe  honse,  or  within  neb 
further  time  as  shall  be  limited  by  the  house,  personally 
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eater  into  a  faeee^iiftnce  to  our  sovereign  lord  the  king, 
iweasdsBg  to  the  form  hereunto  annexed,  in  the  sum  of 
one  thousand  pounds,  with  two  sufficient  sureties  in  the 
sum  of  five  hundred  pounds  each,  for  the  payment  of  all  Payment*  due 
costs,  expenoes,  and  fees,  which  shall  become  due  to  an;  derksTanTto 
witness  summoned  in  behalf  of  the  person  or  persons  so  p&rti«»  <>pp* 
Sflbeeribing  such  petition,  or  to  any  clerk  or  officer  of  the  Slt*' 
house,  upon  4he  trial  of  the  said  petition,  or  to  the  party 
who  shall  appear  fcefore  the  house  or  committee  in  oppo- 
sition to  such  petition,  in  case  suchrperson  or  persons  shall 
nil  to  appear  before  the  house  at  such  time  or  times  as 
shall  be  fixed  by  the  house  for  taking  such  petition  into 
consideration ;  or  in  case  the  said  petition  shall  be  with- 
drawn by  the  permission  of  the  house  ;  or  in  case  such 
committee  shall  report  to  the  house  that  the  said  petition 
appears  to  them  to  be  frivolous  or  vexatious  ;  and  if  at  the 
expiration  of  the  said  fourteen  days,  such  recognizance 
shall  not  have  been  entered  into,  or  shall  not  have  been 
received  by  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  commons,  the 
sneaker  shall  report  the  same  to  the  house,  and  the  order 
for  taking  such  petition  into  consideration  shall  thereupon 
be  discharged,  unless  upon  matter  specially  stated  and 
verified  on  oath  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  house,  the  house 
•hall  see  cause  to  enlarge  the  time  for  .entering  into  such  Reco&nizauc* 
recognizance ;  and  whenever  such  time  shall  be  so  en*  enlarged. 
larged,  the  order  for  taking  such  petition  into  considers 
Hon,  shall,  if  necessary,  be  postponed,  so  that  no  such 
petition  shall  be  taken  into  consideration  till  after  such 
recognizance  shall  have  been  entered  into  and  received  by 
the  speaker:  provided  always,  that  the  time  for  entering 
into  such  recognizance  shall  not  be  enlarged  more  than 
once,  or  for  any  number  of  days' exceeding*  thirty. 

4.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  eight  days  at  least  before  Names  of 
the  person  or  persons  so  petitioning  shall  enter  into  the  tefed^cierk 
said  recognizance,  he  or  they,  by   themselves  or  their  of  bouse  ot 
agents,  shall  deliver  in  writing  to  the  clerk  of  the  house  of  common** 
commons,  the  names  of  the  sureties  who  are  proposed  to 

enter  into  such  recognizance ;  which  names  shall  be  entered 
in  a  book  to  be  kept  by  the  said  clerk,  in  his  office,  open 
to  the  inspection  of  ail  parties  concerned.    . 

5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  recognizance  Recognizance 
small  be  entered  into,  and  that  the  sufficiency  of  the  sureties  ggju  Jffi?. 
named  therein,  shall  be  allowed  and  judged  of  in  like 
manner,  and  under  such  regulations  as  are  enacted  by  an 

act  passed  in  the  twenty-eighth  year  of  his  majesty's  reign, 
and  intitujed, '  An  act  for  the  further  Regulation  of  the 
Trials  of  controverted  Elections  or  Returns  of  Members  to 
serve  in  Parliament,'  with  respect  to  the  recognizance 
therein  directed  to  be  entered  into  by  persons  presenting 
petitions  complaining  of  undue  elections  or  ieturns. 

6.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  gygJJ  J^: 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  same  persons,  if  sufficient,  nizance  under 
to  become  sureties  in  the  recognizance  herein  directed,  and  may  enterV.to 
in  the  recognizance  directed  .by  the  said  recited  act,  and  recognizance  ' 
that  the  names  of  the  sureties  who  are  proposed  to  enter  undertbts  HCt* 

2c 
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into  the  said  last  mentioned  recognizance  shall  be  in  like 
manner  delivered  to  the  clerk  of  the  house  of  commons, 
and  entered  by  him  as  is  hereinbefore  directed  with  res- 
pect to  the  sureties  in  the  said  first  mentioned  recogni- 
zance. 
Speaker  may       7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  all  cases  where  any 
pence/of  wit-  question  shall  arise,  as  to  the  amount  of  the  reasonable 
nesses  or  fees  costs,  expences,  or  fees,  which  shall  be  due  and  payable  to 
to  e  taxed ;     any  w^negSy  or  ^0  any  clerk  or  officer  of  the  bouse  of  com- 
mons, upon  the  trial  of  any  such  petition,  the  speaker  of 
the  said  house  shall,  on  application,  direct  the  same  to  be 
taxed  by  such  persons,  and  in  like  manner  as  by  the  said 
recited  act  is  directed  for  the  taxing  of  costs  and  expences, 
in  all  cases  where  petitions  or  the  opposition  to  such  peti- 
tions have  been  declared  to  be  frivolous  or  vexatious ;  and 
the  persons  so  authorized  and  directed  to  tax  -such  costs, 
expences,  and  fees,  shall,  and  they  are  hereby  required  to 
examine  the  same,  and  to  report  the  amount  thereof  to  the 
speaker,  who  shall,  on  application  deliver  to  the  person  or 
amount.  persons   concerned,  a  certificate,  signed  by  himself,  ex- 

pressing the  amount  of  the  fees,  costs,  and  expences,  al- 
lowed in  such  report ;  and  the  persons  so  appointed  to  tax 
such  costs,  expences,  and  fees,  are  hereby  authorized  to 
demand  and  receive  for  such  taxation  and  report,  such  fees 
as  shall  be  from  time  to  time  fixed  by  any  resolution  of  the 
house  ;  and  the  said  certificates,  so  signed  by  the  speaker, 
shall  be  conclusive  evidence  of  the  amount  of  such  de- 
mands ;  and  the  witness,  officer,  or  party,  claiming  under 
the  same,  shall,  upon  payment  thereof,  give  a  receipt  at 
the  foot  of  such  certificate,  which  shall  be  a  sufficient  dis- 
charge for  the  same. 
when  petition  8.  And  whereas  it  is  enacted,  by  the  said  recited  act, 
driwn!  Wl  '  that  the  house  shall  not  permit  any  petition  complaining  of 
an  undue  election  or  return  to  be  withdrawn,  except  in  the 
casestherein  mentioned  ;  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  house  to  permit  any  such  petition 
on  any  petition  presented  in  pursuance  of  the  said  recited 
act,  to  be  withdrawn  upon  matter  which  shall  have  arisen 
since  the  same  was  presented,  and  which  shall  be  spe- 
cially stated  and  verified  on  oath  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
house. 
Petitioners  not  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  all  cases  where  the 
appearing  petitioner  or  petitioners  shall  fail  to  appear  before  the  house 
by  himself  or  themselves,  or  by  his  or  their  counsel  or 
agents,  at  the  time  fixed  for  the  appointment  of  the  select 
committee,  the  house  not  having  permitted  such  petition  to 
be  withdrawn,  and  the  order  for  the  consideration  of  such 
petition  shall  be  thereupon  discharged  in  pursuance  of  the 
said  recited  act  of  the  twenty-eighth  year  of  his  majesty's 
to  pay  costs,  reign;  the  party  or  parties  who  shall  attend  the  house  in -op- 
position to  such  petition  shall  in  like  manner  be  entitled  to 
recover  from  such  petitioner  or  petitioners  the  full  costs  and 
expences  which  they  shall  have  incurred  by  reason  of  such 
petition. 
10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  all  cases  the  per- 


APPENDIX.]  63  G.  in.  cap.  71.  clxxxi 

tons  so  authorized  and  directed  (in  pursuance  of  this  act,  Costs  taxed 
or  of  the  said  recited  act)  by  the  speaker  of  the  bouse  of  Xtorney*aiid 
commons,to  tax  such  costs  and  expences,  shall  allow  all  client. 
reasonable  costs  as  between  attorney  and  client. 

11.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  each  of  the  persons  so  autho-  Persons  ap- 
rized  and  directed  by  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  commons, .  JJJjnste  %  *°  ^jJJ 
in  pursuance  of  the  said  recited  act  or  this  act,  to  tax  such  powered  to 
costs,  expences,  or  fees,  and  also  any  master  of  the  high  court  teke  affidav»te- 
of  chancery,  or  any  of  his  majesty's  justices  of  the  peace,  shall 

be,  and  they  and  each  of  tbem  are  hereby  authorized  and  em- 
powered to  take  any  affidavit  relative  to  such  costs,  expences, 
•r  fees,  or  the  taxation  or  non-payment  thereof,  and  to  admi- 
nister the  oath  for  taking  such  affidavit ;  and  also  that  each 
of  the  persons  who  shall  be  authorized  to  examine  the  suffi- 
ciency of  sureties  to  be  named  in  the  recognizances  mentioned 
in  the  said  act  or  this  act,  (besides  the  persons  therein  men- 
tioned) "shall  have  power  and  authority  to  take  any  affidavit 
relative  to  such  sureties,  or  to  the  entering  into  any  recog- 
nizance, and  to  administer  the  oath  for  taking  such  affida' 
Tit ;  and  that  all  and  every  person  or  persons  convicted  of 
wilfully  false  swearing  in  any  such  affidavit  or  affidavits, 
shall  be  deemed  guilty  of,  and  suffer  the  penalties  on  per- 
sons convicted  of  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury. 

12.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  if  the  petitioner  or  petition-  Petitioner 
ers,who  shall  have  entered  into 'such  recognizances  as  afore-  neglecting  to 
said,  shall  neglect  or  refuse,  for  the  space  of  seven  days  &?  r^coST' 
after  demand,  Ao  pay  to  any  witness  who  shall  have  been  zance  tobe  es. 
S4unnoned^n  his  or  their  behalf  before  the  house,  or  such  se-    *ae  * 
lect  committee,  on  the  trial  of  the  said  petition,  the  sum  so 
certified  as  aforesaid  by  the  speaker  to  be  due  to  such  witness, 
together  with  the  further  sum  of  forty  shillings  per  diem,  for 

every  day  during  which  such  petitioner  or  petitioners  shall 
delay  to  satisfy  the  same :  or  if  such  petitioner  or  peti- 
tioners shall  neglect  or  refuse,  for  the  space  of  six  months 
after  demand,  to  pay  to  any  officer  of  the  house,  or  to  any 
party  who  shall  appear  in  opposition  to  their  said  petition, 
the  sum  so  certified  by  the  speaker,  in  pursuance  of  this 
act,  or  of  the  said  recited  act  of  the  twenty-eighth  year  of 
Ids  majesty '8  reign,  to  be  due  to  such  officer  or  party  for 
their  fees,  costs,  or  expences,  and  that  such  negleet  or  re- 
fusal shall  be  proved  to  the  speaker's  satisfaction,  by  affi- 
davit sworn  before  any  master  of  the  high  court  of  chan- 
cery, and  such  master  is  hereby  authorized  to  administer 
such  oath,  and  is  authorized  and  required  to  certify  such 
affidavit  under  his  hand  ;  in  every  such  case  such  person 
or  persons  shall  be  held  to]  have  made  default  in  his  or 
their  said  recognizance ;  and  the  speaker  of  the  house  of 
commons  shall  thereupon  certify  such  recognizance  into  the 
court  of  exchequer,  and  shall  also  certify,  that  such  person 
or  persons  have  made  default  therein,  and  such  certificate 
shall  be  conclusive  evidence  of  such  default,  and  the  recog- 
nizance being  so  certified  shall  have  the  same  effect  as  if 
the  same  were  estreated  from  a  court  of  law :  provided 
always  that  such  recognizance  and  certificate  shall,  in 
every  such  case,  be  delivered  by  the  clerk,  deputy  clerk, 
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or  one  of  the  clerks  assistant,  of  the  house  of  commons, 
into  the  hands  of  the  lord  chief  baron  of  the  exchequer, 
or  of  one  of  the  barons  of  the  exchequer,  or  of  such 
officer  as  shall  be  appointed  by  the  said  court  to  receive 
the  same. 
Speaker's  cor-     IS.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  in  any  action  which 
?heeffecthotye  8*ia11  ^  commenced  for  the  recovery  of  any  costs,  ex-* 
warrant  of  at,  pences,  or  fees,  which  shall  have  been  certified  by  the 
fc»  S&SSit  8Peaker» in  pursuance  of  this  act  or  the  said  recited  act, 
to  be  due  and  payable,  such  certificate,  so  signed  as  afore* 
said  by  him,  shall  have  the  force  and  effect  of  a  warrant  of 
attorney  to  confess  judgment;   and  the  court  in  which 
such  action  shall  be  commenced,  shall,  upon  motion,  and 
on  the  production  of  such  certificate,  enter  up  judgment 
for  the  sum  specified  in  such  certificate  to  be  due  from  the 
defendant  or  defendants  in  such  action,  in  like  manner  as 
if  the  said  defendant  or  defendants  had  signed  a  warrant 
to  confess  judgment  in  the  said  action  to  that  amount. 
Regulations        14.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That 
coj^ancel*"  *nQ  several  rules  and  regulations  herein-before  enacted,  by 
?o°Vt9tiipply    wn*cn  Certain  persons  are  directed  to  enter  into  recog- 
*a?ding°oniye"  nizances,  and  by  which  certain  persons  are  made  liable  to 
i?*ht°r'eiec-':  the  payment  of  costs  to  the  opposite  parlies,  in  the  parti* 
""''  cular  manner  and  in  the  several  cases  herein-before  spe- 

cified, shall  not  be  construed  to  apply  to  the  case  of  any. 
petition  presented  in  pursuance  or  the  said  recited  act  .of 
the  twenty-eighth  year  of  his  majesty's  reign,  and  relating 
.  solely  to  any  question  or  questions  respecting  the  right  of 
election,  or  of  choosing,  nominating,  or  appointing,  a  re- 
turning officer  or  officers.  > 
Petitions  op-       15.  And  whereas,  by  the  said  act  passed  in  the  28th, 

C^KSffid0  yea,r  of  the  ""S11  of  his  PreBent  majesty,  it  is  provided,  that 
within  six  any  person  or  persons  may,  within  twelve  calendar  months, 
present  a  petition  to  the  house,  opposing  any  such  deter- 
mination respecting  the  right  of  election,  or  the  right  of 
choosing,  nominating,  or  appointing,  such  returning  officer 
.  or  returning  officers,  or  within  fourteen  days  after  the 
commencement  of  the  next  session  of  parliament  after  that 
in  which  such  determination  shall  have  been  reported  to 
the  house,  and  that  forty  days  shall  intervene  between  the 
day  of  presenting  such  petition  to  the  house  and  the  day. 
appointed  for  taking  the  same  into  consideration ;  and  the 
allowing  of  so  much  time  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  has. 
been  found  to  be  inconvenient  and  unnecessary;  Be  it 
enacted,  That  whenever  any  such  report,  with  respect  to 
such  rights,  any  or  either  of  them,  shall  be  made  to  the 
house,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  person  or  person*, 
within  six  months  next  after  the  day  on  which  such  report. 
shall  have  been  made  to  the  house,  or  in  case  such  six 
months  shall  end  between  the  time  when  the  present  or 
any  future  parliament  shall  be  dissolved  or  shall  expire,. 
and  the  day  on  which  the  next  parliament  shall  meet ;  or 
in  case  such  six  months  shall  expire  during  any  recess, 
either  by  the  prorogation  of  parliament,  or  by  the  adjourn* 
ment  of  the  house  of  commons  for  fourteen  days,  inter-v 


months. 
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vening  between  the  day  of.  adjournment  and  the  day  to 
which  the  house  shall  be  so  adjourned,  then  within  four- 
teen days  next  after  the  first  day  of  the  next  parliament, 
or  of  the  next  session  of  the  same  parliament,  or  of  the 
next  meeting  of  the  house  of  commons,  as  the  case  may 
be,  to  petition  the  house  to  be  admitted  as  a  party  or  par- 
ties to  oppose  those  rights,  any  or  either  of  them,  which 
shall  have  been  deemed  valid  in  the  judgment  of  such 
select  committee ;  and  that  such  petition,  when  presented, 
shall  be  ordered  by  the  house  to  lay  on  the  table  till  such 
six  months,  or  such  fourteen  days,1  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 
expired  ;  and  that  within  twenty-one  sitting  days  after  the 
expiration  of  such  six  months  or  fourteen  days,  a  day  and 
hour  shall  be  appointed  by  the  house  for  taking  the  same 
into  consideration,  so  that  the  space  of  fourteen  days,  at 
the  least,  shall  always  intervene  between  the  day  on  which 
such  order  shall  be  made  and  the  day  appointed  by  the 
house  for  taking  the  same  into  consideration ;  and  such 
day  and  hour  may  from  time  to  time  be  altered,  as  to  the 
house  shall  seem  fit ;  and  notices  of  such  day  and  hour, 
and  of  such  alteration*  thereof,  shall  be  sent  to  the  se- 
veral persons  who  have  petitioned  the  house  respecting 
such  rights,  in  like  manner  as  is  done  in  other  cases; 
any  thing  in  the .  said  last-mentioned  act  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

16.  And  whereas  it  is  not  fit  that  any  member,  having  Member  hav- 
aerved  on  a  select  committee,  who  shall  have  reported  to  $1  committee 
the  house  their  determination  with  respect  to  the  right  of  w.hitchh  report- 
election,  or  the  right  of  choosing,  nominating,  or  appoint-  notto6serveon 
ing,  any  returning  officer  or  returning  officers,  under  and  committee  on 
by  virtue  of  the  said  recited  act,  should  also  serve  on  a  Jo^nSTtbat 
select  committee  to  be  appointed  to  try  the  merits  of  a  ™sht- 
petition  opposing  such  determination ;  Be  it  enacted,  That 

if  upon  the  appointment  of  any  such  last-mentioned  select 
committee,  the  name  of  any  member  shall  be  drawn  who 
served  on  such  former  committee,  and  was  present  at  the 
time  of  such  determination,  his  name  shall  be  set  aside. 

17.  And  whereas,  by  the  said  recited  act,  certain  notices  Notices  may 
and  reports  are  ordered  to  be  given  and  inserted  in  the  one^of  "wo      * 
next  London  Gazette,  which  direction  cannot,  in  mauy  next  London 
oases,'  be  complied  with:  Be  it  enacted,  That  in  all  cases  GaKetUs- 
where,  any  such  notice  or  proceeding  is  directed  to  be  pub- 
lished in  the  next  London  Gasette,  it  shall  be  sufficient  if 

the  same  is  published  in  one  of  the  two  next  London 
Gazettes;  any  thing  in  the  said  act  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. 

18.  And  for  avoiding  and  preventing  all  doubts  respect-  Select  com- 
ing the  appointment  of  any  select  committee,  under  and  by  Site 'table,™ 
•virtue  of  any  act  concerning  the  trial  of  controverted  elec-  taken  to  have 
lions  and  returns,  by  reason  of  any  of  the  members  of  the  a^ntcd 
said  committee  not  being  duly  qualified  to  serve  upon  such 
committee;  Be  it  enacted,  That  every  select  committee 

which  shall  be  appointed  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  said 
.acts  or  any  of  them,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  have 
been  and  to  be  legally  appointed,  from  and  after  the  time 
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of  any  such  select  committee  having  been  sworn  at  the 
table,  in  the  usual  manner. 

19.  And  whereas  doabts  have  arisen  as  to  the  authority 
of  such  select  committees  to  examine  as  a  witness  any 
person  who  may  have,  subscribed  the  petition,  to  try  and 

committees  determine  which  such  committee  shall  have  been  appointed ; 
JJrsonfsuii16  Be  it  hereby  declared  and  enacted,  That  it  is  and  shall  be 
scribing  peti-  lawful  for  any  such  select  committee,  duly  constituted  for 
!l"ns'  the  trial  of  controverted  elections  or  returns,  to  examine 

any  person,  although  he  shall  have  subscribed  such  peti- 
tion :  except  it  shall  otherwise  appear  to  such  committee 
that  such  person  shall  be  an  interested  witness. 

20.  And  whereas,  by  an  act  passed  in  the  11th  year  of 
bis  present  majesty,  and  intituled,  '  An  act  to  explain  and 
amend  an  act  made  in  the  last  session  of  parliament,  inti- 

No'ninees  tided  "  An  act  to  regulate  the  trials  of  controverted  elec- 
dherneGCU3S  tiona*  ail(l  °*  rcturn8  °f  members  to  serve  in  parliament," ' 
'  '  it  is  among  other  things  enacted,  That  in  the  cases  therein 
provided,  the  thirteen  members  whose  names  shall  be  re-* 
turned  by  the  parties  to  the  house,  shall  by  themselves 
choose  two  members  then  present  in  the  house  to  be  added 
to  the  said  thirteen  members ;  Be  it  enacted,  That  either  of 
the  members  so  chosen  shall  or  may  be  set  aside  for  any 
of  the  same  causes  as  those  chosen  by  lot. 


w 
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Form  of  Recognizance  referred  to  in  this  Act 


Beit 


day  of 


Form  of  Re- 
cognizance. 


remembered,  That  on  the 
in  the  year  of  our  lord 
before  me  A,  B.  (speaker  of  the  house  of  commons)  or4 
(one  of  his  majesty's  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county, 
of  )  came  C.  Z).,  E.  F.,  and  J.  G.,  and  severally 

acknowledged  themselves  to  owe  to  our  sovereign  lord  the 
'  king  the  following  sums :  that  is  to  say,  the  said  C.  D.  the 
sum  of  one  thousand  pounds,  and  the  said  £•  F.  and  the 
said  J.  G.  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds  each,  to  be 
levied  on  their  respective  goods  and  chattels,  lands  and 
tenements,  to  the  use  of  our  said  sovereign  lord  the  king, 
his  heirs,  and  successors,  in  case  the  said  C.  D.  shall  fail 
in  performing  the  condition  hereunto  annexed.  The  con* 
dition  of  this  recognizance  is,  that  if  the  said  C.  D.  shall 
well  and  truly  pay  all  eosts  and  expences  and  fees  which 
shall  be  due  and  payable  from  the  said  petitioner  to  any 
witness  who  shall  be  summoned  to  give  evidence  in  his 
behalf,  or  to  any  clerk  or  officer  of  the  house  of  commons, 
upon  the  trial  of  the  petition  signed  by  the  said.  C.  />., 
complaining  of  an  undue  election  or  return  for  the  [here 
state  the  county,  city,  borough,  or  district  of  burghs]  or  com- 
plaining that  no  return  has  been  made  for  the  said 
within  the  time  limited  by  act  of  parliament, 
or  that  the  return  made  for  the  said  is  not  a 

return  of  a  member  or  members  according  to  the  requisi- 
tion of  the  writ:  And  if  the  said  petitioner  shall  also  well 
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and  truly  pay  the  -costs  and  expences  of  the  party  who 
shall  appear  before  the  house  in  opposition  to  the  said  peti- 
tion, in  case  the  said  petitioner  shall  fail  to  appear  before 
the  house  at  such  time  or  times  as  shall  be  fixed  by  the 
house  for  taking  such  petition  into  consideration;  or, 
in  case  the  said  C.  D.  shall  withdraw  his  said  petition  by 
the  permission  of  the  house ;  or,  in  case  the  select  com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  house  to  try  the  matter  of  the  said 
petition,  shall  report  to  the  house  that  the  said  petition 
appears  to  them  to  be  frivolous  or  vexatious ;  then  'this 
recognizance  to  be  void,  otherwise  to  be  of  fall  force  and 
effect.* 


Anno  53<>  Georgii  III.  Cap.  89. 

m 

An  Act  for  the  more  regular  Conveyance  of  Writs  for  the 
Election  of  Members  to  serve  in  Parliament. 

A.  D.  181$. 

For  the  more  expeditious  and  regular  conveyance  of  Messenger  of 
writs  for  the  election  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament,  Sry  wite°to 
Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  when  any  new  parliament  shall,  sheriffs  of 
at  any  time  hereafter,  be  summoned  or  called,  as  also  in  £ft3d?esexf 
all  cases  of  vacancy  during  this  present  or  any  future  par-  and  all  otter 
liament,  the  messenger  or  pursuivant  of  the  great  seal,  or  JoT&iaster* ge- 
his  deputy,  shall,  after  the  receipt  thereof,  forthwith  carry  nerai,  who 
such  of  the  said  writs  as  shall  be  directed  to  the  sheriffs  JSni. 
of  London,  or  sheriff  of  Middlesex,  to  the  respective  offices 
of  such  sheriffs  or  sheriff;  and  all  such  other  writs  to  the 
General  post-office  in  London,  and  there  deliver  the  same 
to  the  postmaster  or  postmasters  general  for  the  time  being, 
or  to  such  other  person  or  persons  as  the  said  postmaster  or 
postmasters  general  shall  depute  to  receive  the  same,  (and 
which  deputation  they  are  hereby  respectively  required  to 
make,)  who,  on  receipt  thereof,  shall  give  an  acknowledg- 
ment in  writing  of  such  receipt  to  the  said  messenger^  or 
his  deputy,  from  whom  the  same  shall  be  received,  ex- 
pressing therein  the  time  of  such  delivery,  and  shall  keep 
a  duplicate  of  such  acknowledgment,  signed  by  the  parties 
respectively,  to  whom  and  by  whom  the  same  shall  be  so 
delivered  ;  and  the  said  postmaster  or  postmasters  general, 
or  such  their  deputy  or  deputies,  shall  dispatch  all  such 
writs,  free  from  the  charges  of  postage,  (which  they  are 
hereby  authorized  to  do,)  by  the  first  post  or  mail  after  the 
receipt  thereof,  under  *covers,  respectively  directed  to  the 
proper  officer  or  officers,  to  whom  the  said  writs  shall  be 
respectively  directed,  and  to  no  other  person  whomsoever, 
accompanied  with  proper  directions  to  the  postmaster,  or 
deputy  postmaster  of  the  town  or  place,  or  nearest  to  the 
town  or  place  where  such  officer  or  officers  shall  hold  his 
or  their  office,  requiring  such  postmaster  or  deputy  post- 
master forthwith  to  carry  such  writs  respectively  to  such 
office,  and  to  deliver  the  same  there  to  such  officer  or  officers 
to  whom  the  same  shall  be  respectively  directed,  or  to  his 
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or  their  deputy  or  deputies,  who  are  hereby  respectively 
required  to  give  to  such  postmaster  or  deputy  postmaster  a 
memorandum  in  writing,  under  his  or  their  hand  or  hands, 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  every  such  writ,  and  setting 
forth  the  day  and  hour  the  same  was  delivered  by  such 
postmaster  or  deputy  postmaster,  which  memorandum  shall 
also  be  signed  by  such  postmaster  or  deputy  postmaster, 
who  are  hereby  required  to  transmit  the  same  by  the  first 
or  second  post  afterwards,  to  the  said  postmaster  or  post- 
masters general,  or  their  respective  deputies  at  the  -  said 
General  Post  Office  in  London,  who  are  hereby  required  to 
make  an  entry  thereof  in  a  proper  book  for  that  purpose, 
and  to  file  and  keep  such  memorandum  along  with  the  du- 
plicate of  the  said  acknowledgment,  signed  by  the  said 
messenger  as  aforesaid,  to  the  intent  that  the  same  may  be 
inspected  or  produced  upon  all  proper  occasions,  by  any 
person  interested  in  such  elections. 
Sheriff*  &c.       II.  And  that  the  said  postmasters  general  may  be  duly 
to  Sepo3?lCe  informed  where  such  officers,  to  whom  such  writs  shall  be 
masters  gene-  respectively  directed,  hold  their  respective  offices  for  the 
Sieretbey     purposes  aforesaid ;  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority 
shall  hold       aforesaid,  That  the  chancellor  of  the  county  palatine  of 
eir  offices.    Lancaster,*  the  lord  bishop  of  Durham,  or  his  temporal 
chancellor  of  the  county  palatine  of  Durham,  the  cham- 
berlain of  the  county  palatine  of  Chester,  the  warden  of 
the  cinque  ports,  the  ^sheriffs  and  stewards  of  the  several 
cities,  counties,  and  stewartries,  and  all  other  persons  to 
whom  such  writs  for  the  election  of  members  to  serve  in 
parliament,  ought  to  be,  and  are  usually  directed,  or  their 
respective  lieutenants  or  deputies,  shall,  within  one  month 
after  the  passing  of  this  act,  severally  send  up  to  the  said 
postmasters  general,  an  account  of  the  city,  town,  or  place, 
where  they  shall  hold  their  respective  offices  for  the  pur- 
pose aforesaid,  specifying  in  such  account,  such  particulars 
as  shall  be  necessary  to  ascertain  the  particular  situation 
of  such  respective  offices,  and  so  from  time  to  time,  with 
all  convenient  speed,  as  often  as  the  places  for  hoicking 
such  offices  shall  be  changed ;  and  also  an  account  of  such 
general  post  town  or  place  as  shall  be  nearest  to  such 
offices  respectively,  in  case  such  respective  offices  shall  not 
be  in  any  general  post  town  or  place  ;  and  the  said  post- 
masters general  shall  make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  a  list  of 
such  places,  and  cause  the  same  to  be  hung  up,  and  kept 
in  some  public  place  in  the  General  Post  Office  aforesaid. 
where  sheriffs     III.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That 
o?l<nea?ecap£  *n  a^  cases  where  any  such  sheriff  or  other  person,  to 
tai,  such  no-    whom  such  writs  ought  to  be  directed,  shall  hold  his  office 
messenje/of  within  the  ckies  of  London  or  Westminster,  or  the  borough 
great  seal.      of  Southwark,  or  within  five  miles  thereof,  such  sheriff  or 
officer  shall  send  such  account  as  aforesaid,  of  the  place 
where  he  shall  hold  such  office,  to  the  messenger  of  the 
great  seal,  instead  of  the  said  postmaster  general ;  and  the 
said  messenger  or  his  deputy  shall  carry  all  such  writs  to 
such  office,  in  like  manner  as  is  herein-before  directed  in 
the  case  or  the  sheriffs  of  London  and  Middlesex. 
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IV.  And  whereas  certain  profits  now  arise  to  the  toes.  Certain  pro- 
senger  of  the  great  seal,  from  allowances  made  to  him  ddring^iifcV 
under  the  head  of  mileage,  for  the  conveyance  of  each  present  m«- , 
writs,  which  allowances  are  paid  him  from  the  Hanaper  8CD8Eer> 
office ;  Be  it  farther  enacted,  That  sueh  allowances  shall 

not  be  taken  away,  or  any  ways  affected  by  this  act,  daring  * 
the  life  of  the  present  messenger  of  the  great  seal ;  bnt 
shall  after  his  decease  utterly  cease  and  determine ;  saving 
and  excepting  an  allowance  of  two  guineas  on  each  writ, 
for  the  election  of  a  member  to  serve  in  parliament  on  any 
vacancy,  and  of  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds  on  the  calling  of  a 
new  parliament ;  which  allowances  shall  be  paid  to  every 
messenger  of  tbe  great  seal  to  be  hereafter  appointed,  from 
the  Hanaper  office,  in  like  manner  as  the  present  allow- 
ances for  mileage  are  now  paid. 

V.  And  whereas  the  messenger  of  the  great  seal  and  his  **"•  "ggjfr 
deputy  have,  from  time  to  time,  received  certain  other  fees  jp£  for^Sfe^ 
for  the  conveyance  and  upon  the  delivery  of  writs  for  the  {Ji*1!™  of ur" 
election  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament ;  Be  it  enacted,        **' 
That  all  such  fees  shall  utterly  cease  and  determine  from 

the  passing  of  this  act ;  and  that  neither  the  said  messen- 
ger, nor  his  deputy,  nor  any  other  person,  shall  receive  or 
take  any  fee,  reward,  or  gratuity  whatsoever,  for  tile  eon* 
veyance  or  delivery  of  any  such  writ ;  and  that  the  lords 
commissioners  of  his  majesty's  treasury  shall  direct  the 
annual  sum  of  five  hundred  and  twenty  pomnds  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  consolidated  fund,  to  the  present  messenger  of. 
the  great  seal  during  the  continuance  of  hi»life>  in  conv 
pensation  for  all  such  fees. 

VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  person  con-  Neglecting,  to 
cerned  in  the  transmitting  or  delivery  of  any  such  writ  as  mjJdS»JJjor. 
aforesaid,  who  shall  wilfully  neglect  or  delay  to  deliver,  or 
transmit  any  such  writ,  or  accept  any  fee,  or  do  any  other 

matter  or  thing  in  violation  of  this  act,  shall  be  guilty  of  a 
misdemeanor,  and  may,  upon  any  conviction  upon  any  in- 
dictment or  information  in  his  majesty's  court  of  King's 
Bench,  be  fined  and  imprisoned  at  the  discretion  of  the  • 
court  for  such  misdemeanor. 

VII.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  every  'person  who  shall  PJSP**?  j° 
commit  in  Scotland  any  offence  against  this  act,  which  is  pSniaKd. 
hereby  declared  to  be  a  misdemeanor,  shall  be  liable  t»  be 
punished  by  a  fine  or  imprisonment,  as  the  judge  er  judges 

before  Whom  such  offender  shall  be  tried  and  convicted 
may  direct. 


Anno  65°  Georoii  III.  Cap.  72. 

An  Act  to  fix  the  Election  for  Glamorganshire  at  a  central 
place  within  the  said  county,        A.  D.  1815. 

Whereas  it  is  expedient  that  the  elections  of  knights  to  Bridgend  to  be 
serve  in  parliament,  for  the  county  of  Glamorgan,  should  tJ«S«5J?  of 
be  holden  and  determined  at  a  convenient  and  central 
place  within  the*  said  county ;  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  ficc. 
That  upon  every  election  to  be  made  of  any  knight  to  serve. 
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in  this  present  or  any  future  parliament  for  the  county  of 
Glamorgan,  the  sheriff  of  the  said  county  shall  hold  his 
county  court  for  the  same  election,  and  every  adjournment 
thereof,  at  the  town  of  Bridgend,  within  the  said  county, 
and  shall  proceed  to  and  determine  the  said  election,  at  the 
said  town  of  Bridgend,  and  at  no  other  place. 


Anno  59<>  Georgii  III.  Cap.  37. 

An  Act  for  further  regulating  the  Qualification  of  Members 

■     to  serve  in  the  United  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  and 

Ireland.  A.  D.  1819. 

Whbrbas  by  an  act  passed  in  the  ninth  year  of  the  reign 
of  her  late  majesty  Queen  Anne,  intituled,  An  act  for 
9  Ann.  c  5.  securing  the  freedom  of  parliament,  by  the  further  qualify* 
*'  '  ing  the  members  to  sit  in  the  house  of  commons,  it  was 

amongst  other  tilings  enacted,  that  no  person  should  be 
capable  to  sit  or  vote  as  a  member  of  the  house  of  commons, 
for  any  county,  city,  borough,  or  place,  within  that  part  of 
Great  Britain  called  England,  the  dominion  of  Wales,  and 
the  town  of  Berwick-on-Tweed,  who  should  not  have  an 
estate,  freehold  or  copyhold,  for  his  own  life,  or  for  some 
greater  estate  either  in  law  or  equity,  to  and  for  his  own 
use  and  benefit,  of  or  in  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments, 
over  and  above  what  would  satisfy  and  clear  all  incum- 
brances that  might  affect  the  same,  lying  or  being  within 
that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England,  the  dominion 
of  Wales,  and  town  of  Berwick-upon-Tweed,  of  the  re- 
spective annual  value  therein  limited :  And  whereas  by  an 
act  passed  in  the  thirty-third  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late 
39  6.  s.  c  90.  majesty  king  George  the  Second,  intituled,  An  act  to 
*'  enforce  and  render  more  effectual  the  laws  relating  to  the 

qualification  of  members  to  sit  in  the  house  of  commons,  it 
was  enacted,  that  every  person  (except  as  in  the  said  act 
is  excepted)  who  should  be  elected  a  member  of  the  house 
of  commons,  should,  at  the  time  and  in  the  manner  therein 
directed,  produce  and  deliver  to  the  clerk  of  the  said  house, 
at  the  table  of  the  said  house,  a  paper  or  account,  signed 
by  such  member,  containing  the  names  of  the  parishes, 
townships,  precincts,  and  counties,  in  which  the  lands, 
tenements,  and  hereditaments  lay,  whereby  such  member 
should  make  out  his  qualification  ;  and  should  also  take 
and  subscribe  the  oath  in  the  said  last-recited  act  men- 
tioned and  contained :  And  whereas  an  act  was  made  in 
the  forty-first  year  of  the  reign  of  his  present  majesty,  in- 
4iG.3.c.ioi.  tituled,  An  act  for  regulating,  until  the  first  day  of  May, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two,  the  trial  of  contro- 
verted elections  or  returns  of  members  to  serve  in  the 
united  parliament  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  for  that 
part  of  the  united  kingdom  called  Ireland,  and  for  regu- 
lating the  qualification  of  members  to  serve  in  the  said 
united  parliament:  And  whereas  it  is  just  and  expedient 
that  the  provisions  of  the  last-recited  act,  so  far  as  relates 
to  the  possession  of  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments 
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within  Ireland,  as  a  qualification  for  members  to  serve  in 
parliament  for  places  within  England  and  Wales,  should 
be  extended  to  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments  within 
Scotland :  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  &c.   That  it  shall  be  The  lands 
sufficient  that  such  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  JSSJn Jh27 
whereby  any  persbn  who  from  and  after  passing  of  this  make  out  his 
Act,  shall  be  elected  a  member  of  the  house  of  commons  of  S? serreua 
the  parliament  of  the  said  united  kingdom,  for  any  county,  member  for 
city,  borough,  cinque  port,  town,  or  place  within  that  part  IS/andVr1 
of  the  said  united  kingdom  called  England,  or  the  do- Ireland,  may 
minion  of  Wales,  or  the  town  of  Berwick-upon-Tweed,  or  Ea/iand'  m 
within  that  part  of  the  said  united  kingdom  called  Ire-  fcoft3d«  °* 
land,  shall  make  out  his  qualification  in  manner  by  the   re 
said  acts  of  the  ninth  year  of  the  reign  of  her  late  majesty 
Queen  Anne,  and  the  thirty-third  year  of  the  reign  of  his 
late  majesty,  directed,  shall  lie  or  be  either  within  that 
part  of  the  said  united  kingdom  called  England,  or  the 
dominion  of  Wales,  or  the  town  of  Berwick-upon-Tweed, 
or  within  that  part  of  the  said  united  kingdom  called  Scot- 
land, or  within  that  part  of  the  said  united  kingdom  called 
Ireland ;  any  thing  in  the  said  acts  passed  in  the  ninth 
year  of  the  reign  of  her  late  majesty  Queen  Anne,  or  in 
the  said  act  passed  in  the  thirty -third  year  of  the  reign  of 
his  late  majesty  King  George  the  Second,  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 


Anno  3°  Georgii  IV.  Cap.  55.  s.  14. 

An  Act  for%  the  more  effectual  Administration  of  the  Office 
of  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  and  near  the  Metropolis,  and 
for  the  more  effectual  Prevention  of  Depredations  on  the 
River  Thames  and  its  vicinity ,  for  seven  years, 

A.  D.  1822. 

XIV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  justice  ap-  justices  not 
pointed  as  aforesaid  shall,  during  his  continuance  in  such  to  sit  m  par- 
appointment,  be  capable  of  being  elected,  or  of  sitting  as  a   araeot' 
member  of  the  house  of  commons  ;  and  that  no  justice,  No  justice, 
receiver,  surveyor,  or  constable,  appointed  by  virtue  of  receiver,  sur- 
thig  act,  shall,  during  the  time  that  he  shall  continue  in  sS°£torvote 
his  office  respectively,  or  within  six  months  after  he  shall  &t  certain; 
have  quitted  the  same,  be  capable  of  giving  his  vote  for  the  e  ec  ons* 
election  of  a  member  to  serve  in  parliament  for  the  coun- 
ties of  Middlesex  or  Surrey,  or  for  the  city  and  liberty  of 
Westminster,  or  the  borough  of  Southwark  respectively  ; 
nor  shall  by  word,   message,  writing,  or  in  any  other 
manner,  endeavour  to  persuade  any  elector  to  give  or  dis- 
suade any  elector  from  giving  his  vote  for  the  choice  of  any 
person  to  be  a  member  to  serve  in  parliament  for  the  said 
counties,  city,  or  borough;  and  every  such  justice,  re- 
ceiver, surveyor,  or  constable  offending  therein,  shall  for- 
feit the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds ;  one  moiety  thereof  Penalty,  loo/. 
to  the  informer,  and  the  other  moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of 
the  poor  of  the  parish  or  place  where  such  offence  shall 
be  committed ;  to  be  recovered  by  any  person  that  shall 
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sue  for  the  sane,  by  Action  of  debt,  bill,  plaint,  or  infor- 
mation, in  any  of  hit  majesty'*  courts  of  record  at  West- 
minster, in  which  no  essoign,  protection,  privilege,  wager 
of  law,  or  more  than  one  imparlance  shall  be  allowed  ; 
such  action  to  be  brought  within  the  space  of  one  year 
after  such  offence  committed :  provided  nevertheless,  that 
nothing  in  this  act  shall  extend  to  subject  any  such  jus- 
tice, receiver,  surveyor,  or  constable,  to  any  penalty  for 
any  act  done  by  him  at  or  concerning  any  of  the  said  elec- 
tions, in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  in  the  said  respective 
capacities. 


APPENDIX; 

PART  II. 

STATUTES  FOR  IRELAND  AND  SCOTLAND. 

IRELAND. 
Anno  31°  Oeokoit  III.  Cap.  31. 


Roman  catholic  religion,  many  restraints' and  disabilities  to  H' 
which  other  subjects  of  tills  realm  are  not  liable;  and,  from  Jv 
the  peaceable  and  loyal  demeanor  of  his  majesty's  popish  r 
or  Roman  catholic  subjects,  it  is  fit  that  such  restraints  and  J* 
disabilities  should  be  discontinued:  be  it  therefore  en- pi 
acted,  &c.  That  his  majesty's  subjects  being  papists,  or  g 
persons  professing  the  popish  or  Roman  catholic  religion,  k 
or  married  to  papists,  or  persons  professing  the  popish  or  £ 
Roman  catholic  religion,  or  educating  any  of  their  children  li 
in  that  religion,  shall  not  be  liable  or  subject  to  any  penal-  £ 
ties,  forfeitures,  disabilities,  or  incapacities ;  or  to  any  laws  it 
tor  the  limitation,  charging,  or  discovering  of  their  estates  °  ' 

and  property,  real  or  personal,  or  touching  the  acquiring  of  a  ■ 

property,  or  securities  affecting  property,  save  such  as  his  "' 
majesty's  subjects  of  this  proteatant  religion  are  liable  and  c< 
subject  to;  and  that  such  parts  of  all  oaths  as  are  required  " 
to  be  taken  by  persons  in  order  to  qualify  themselves  for  p™™.™ 
voting  at  elections  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament;  and  KflSSriT 
also  such  parts  of  all  oaths  required  to  be  taken  by  persons  o"1"  •>  pi- 
voting at  elections  for  members  to  serve  in  parliament,  as  [^Jj  ti'e  p" '"' 
import  to  deny  that  the  person  taking  the  same  is  a  papist,  »™  ■■«■■■  l;if 
or  married  to  a  papist,  or  educates  his  children  in  the  popish  ™V"* 
religion,  shall  not  hereafter  be  required  to  be  taken  by  any  ri«  m  »j» 
voter,  but  shall  be  omitted  by  the  person  administering  the  SS^Tiis  ■ diil 
same;  and  that  it  shall  not  be  necessary,  in  order  to  entitle  *■"  l:  *• 
a  papist  or  person  professing  the  popish  or  Roman  catholic  'KZ',  <J,<\'-J  be 
religion,  to  vote  at  an  election  of  members  to  serve  in  parlia-  **™  hr  » 
ment,  that  he  should  at,  or  previous  to  his  voting,  take  the  ijmf«  mSi- 
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^I'0**!*!'!!!  oartD*°'  allegiance  and  abjuration,  any  statute  now  in  force 
ETomtttad  ty  to  the  contrary  of  any  of  the  said  matters  in  any  wise  not- 
persou*  admi-  withstanding. 

Oath^fane-  2.  Provided  always,  and  be.it  further  enacted,  That  all 
Oration"* ■*  papists  or  persons  professing  the  popish  or  Roman  catholic 
neces&aryator  religion,  who  may  claim  to  have  a  right  of  voting  for  mem- 
™tinOU*  to  oers  t0  8erve  in  parliament,  or  of  voting  for  magistrates  in 
Roman  catho-  any  city,  town  corporate,  or  borough,  within  this  kingdom, 
•  ri&htfcMrole  be  nereDy  re0.1"*6**  to  perform  all  qualifications,  registries, 
are  to  perform  and  other  requisites,  which  are  now  required  of  his  majesty's 
uoasUaregi£  Protestant  subjects  in  like  cases  by  any  law  or  laws  now  of 
tries,' &c.  as     force  in  this  kingdom,  save  and  except  such  oaths  and  parts 

IS^SSt  "*  of  o***8  **  are  herein-before  excepted. 
»av«  as  harem  3.  And  provided  always,  That  nothing  herein-before  con- 
before  except-  tained,  shall  extend,  or  be  construed  to  extend,  to  repeal  or 
Not  to  extend  alter  any  law  or  act  of  parliament  now  in  force,  by  which 
aUe^tnyTaw  ce*tain  qualifications  are  required  to  be  performed  by  per- 
requiring  qua-  sons  enjoying  any  offices  or  places  of  trust  under  his  majesty, 
irom^enons   D*s  neirs  an(l  sttccessors,  other  than  as  hereinafter  is  ea- 

in  offices  of      acted. 

SjL^&c^  4.  Provided  also,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall 
save  as  herein,  extend,  or  be  construed  to  extend,  to  give  papists,  or  per- 
voVl^padsh  M1»  professing  the  popish  religion,  a  right  to  vote  at  any 
vestries  for  parish  vestry  for  levying  of  money  to  rebuild  or  repair  any 
purposes  here-  p^h  church,  or  respecting  the  demising  or  disposal  of  the 
.  income  of  any  estate  belonging  to  any  church  or  parish,  or 

to  affect  ^  ft?  the  salary  of  the  parish  clerk,  or  at  the  election  of  any 
action,  &c.      church-  warden. 

iaZif  such  6*  Providbd  always,  That  nothing  contained  in  this  act 
iustituted  pre-  shall  extend  to,  or  be  construed  to  affect,  any  action  or 
sSoaV  plr  8uifc  now  depending,  which  shall  have  been  brought  or 
No?to *'  th  i*****11*6*!  Previous  to  the  commencement  of  this  session  of 
rizetheakeep   parliament. 

mg  of  arms,  6.  Provided  also,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall 
nor  to  exenipt  extend  to  authorise  any  papist,  or  person  professing  the 
u?u  r^Mct  popish  or  Roman  catholic  religion,  to  have  or  keep  in  hjs 
in^arms^'  hands  or  possession  any  arms,  armour,  ammunition,  or  any 
ofafreehold  warl*^e  stores,  sword-blades,  barrels,  locks,  or  stocfc*  of 
estate  ofiop/.  8*n8>  or  fire-arms,  or  to  exempt  such  person  from  any  for- 
p£sesswfof°a  *e'*ure  or  P*0*!*^  inflicted  by  any  act  respecting  arms, 
personal  armour,  or  ammunition,  in  the  hands  or  possession  of  any 
or'upwa^ff^'  l^P^^  or  respecting  papists  having  or  keeping  such  war- 
save  as^to  ito-  like  stores,  save  and  except  papists  or  persons  of  the  popish 
^freehold  or  Roman  catholic  religion,  seized  of  a  freehold  estate  of 
estate  of  io/.  one  hundred  pounds  a-year,  or  possessed  of  a  personal  estate 
and  lesMhan  °*  one  thousand  pounds  or  upwards,  who  are  hereby  autho- 
loo/.  or  per-    rized  to  keep  arms  and  ammunition  as  protestants  now  by 

Sotf.  andiessf  lawmay»  and  *!«>  ***«  and  except  papists  or  Roman  oa- 
th wiooo/.      tholies  possessing  a  freehold  estate  of  ten  pounds  yearly 

Sen  &e  oath  va*ue>  and  le88  ^an  one  hundred  pounds,  or  a  personal 
of  allegiance,  estate  of  three  hundred,  and  less  than  one  thousand  pounds, 
andafso '  wno  inaH  have,  at  the  session  of  the  peace  in  the  county  in 
make  affidavit  which  they  reside,  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  prescribed 
•1  hertn:  to  be  taken  by  an  act  passed  in  the  thirteenth  and  four- 
Name  fend  na-  teenth  years  of  his  present  majesty's  reign,  intituled,  *  Aa 
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act  to  enable  his  majesty's  subjects,  of  whatever  persuasion,  tu!L0/)I?2" 
to  testify  their  allegiance  to  him;'  and  also  in  open  court,  SSSfied  ^ 
swear  and  subscribe  an  affidavit  that  they  are  possessed  of  JJMa^J;to  ^ 
a  freehold  estate  yielding  a  clear  yearly  profit  to  the  person  preserved  by 
making  the  same  of  ten  pounds,  or  a  personal  property  of  clerk  of  the 
three  hundred  pounds  above  his  just  debts,  specifying  there-  s?*pence  fee ; 
in  the  name  and  nature  of  such  freehold,  and  nature  of  such  <Jrson?hm^* 
personal  property;  which  affidavits  shall  be  carefully  pre-  davit"andpoV 
served  by  the  clerk  of  the  peace,  who  shall  have  for  his  JJJ^/yf11^- 
trouble  a  fee  of  sixpence,  and  no  more,  for  every  such  affi-  unarms  2 
davit ;  and  the  person  making  such  affidavits,  and  posses-  ^iJJJJ11*'  in 
sing  such  property,  may  keep  and  use  arms  and  ammunition  possessiouof" 
as  protestants  may,  so  long  as  they  shall  respectively  pos-  2<hereinPerty 
sess  a  property  of  the  annual  value  of  ten  pounds  and  up- Roman  catho- 
wards,  if  freehold,  or  the  value  of  three  hundred  pounds  if  J^nES  null. 
personal,  any  statute  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  tary  offices  or 

7.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  Jjjg;  j**^ 
papists,  or  persons  professing  the  popish  or  Roman  catholic  jesty; 
religion,  to  hold,  exercise,  and  enjoy  all  civil  and  military  ^.^endjf*  • 
offices,  or  places  of  trust  or  profit  under  his  majesty,  his  tessorstups,  or 
heirs  and  successors,  in  this  kingdom ;  and  to  hold  or  take  Jiv^iiegeto 
degrees,  or  any  professorship  in,  or  be  roasters  or  fellows  of  be  hereafter 
any  college  to  be  hereafter  founded  in  this  kingdom,  provided  JiSS&fcol- 
that  such  college  shall  be  a  member  of  the  university  of  lege  be  a  mem- 
Dublin,  and  shall  not  be  founded  exclusively  for  the  educa-  ^f^of  Dub' 
tion  of  papists  or  persons  professing  the  popish  or  Roman  Jm,  and  not 
catholic  religion,  nor  consist  exclusively  of  masters,  fellows,  chSvdy  %'T 
or  other  persons  to  be  named  or  elected  on  the  foundation  the  education 
of  such  college,  being  persons  professing  the  popish  or  Ro-  SioHo^nor^ 
man  catholic  religion,  or  to  hold  any  office  or  place  of  trust  consist  exciu- 
in,  and  to  be  a  member  of,  any  lay  body  corporate,  except  Swot  feiSwS 
the  college  of  the  Holy  and  Undivided  Trinity  of  queen  named  on  the 
Elizabeth,  near  Dublin,  without  taking  and  subscribing  the  SEES*™,, 
oath  of  allegiance,  supremacy,  or  adjuration,  or  making  or  being J&omaa 
subscribing  the  declaration  required  to  be  taken,  made,  and  man°cShoik " 
subscribed,  to  enable  any  person  to  hold  and  enjoy  any  of  may  be  a  mem- 
such  places,  and  without  receiving  the  sacrament  of  the  body  corpo?7 
Lord's  supper,  according  to  the  rites  and  ceremonies  of  the  rate,  except 
church  of  Ireland,  any  law,  statute,  or  bye-law  of  any  cor-  leg™  without 
poration  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding;  provided  that  tj*jng  the 
every  such  person  shall  take  and  subscribe  the  oath  ap-  gfauceV  sujre- 
pointed  by  the  act,  passed  in  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  macy,  or  ad- 
years  of  his  majesty's  reign,  intituled,  *  An  act  to  enable  his  wSout'suV 
majesty'8  subjects,  of  whatever  persuasion,  to  testify  their  scribing  de- 
allegiance  to  him ;'  and  also  the  oath  and  declaration  follow.  heS°"  " 
ing,  that  is  to  say :  or.  witnout  r* 

"  I,  A.  B.  do  hereby  declare,  that  I  do  profess  the  Roman  JaSent! 
catholic  religion."  provided  such- 

<"  I,  A.  B.  do  swear,  that  I  do  abjure,  condemn,  and  de-  JffSSihSf  •!• 
test,  as  unchristian  and  impious,  the  principle  that  it  is  law-  k*1*™*'  ***} 
ful  to  murder,  destroy,  or  any  ways  injure  any  person  what-  Jutocribe  the* 
soever,  for  or  under  the  pretence  of  being  a  heretic;  and  I  oath  and  de- 
do  declare  solemnly  before  God,  that  I  believe,  that  no  act  g™»««»- 
in  itself  unjust,  immoral,  or  wicked,  can  ever  be  justified  os  jgjj  <*<*!«*- 
excused  by  or  under  pretence  or  colour,  that  it  was  done  n*  oath. 
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either  for  the  good  of  the  church,  or  in  obedience  to  any  ec- 
clesiastical power  whatsoever.    I  also  declare,  that  it  is  not 
an  article  of  the  catholic  faith ;  neither  am  I  thereby  required 
to  believe  or  profess  that  the  pope  is  infallible,  or  that  I  am 
bound  to  obey  any  order  in  its  own  nature  immoral,  though 
the  pope  or  any  ecclesiastical  power  should  issue  or  direct 
such  order,  but  on  the  contrary,  I  hold  that  it  would  be  sin- 
ful in  me  to  pay  any  respect  or  obedience  thereto ;  I  further 
declare,  that  J  do  not  believe  that  any  sin  whatsoever  com- 
mitted by  me  can  be  forgiven  at  the  mere  will  of  any  pope, 
or  of  any  priest,  or  of  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever ;  but 
that  sincere  sorrow  for  past  sins,  a  firm  and  sincere  resolu- 
tion to  avoid  future  guilt,  and  to  atone  to  God,  are  previous 
and  indispensable  requisites  to  establish  a  well-founded  ex- 
,  pectation  of  forgiveness ;  and  that  any  person  who  receives 
absolution  without  these  previous  requisites,  so  far  from 
obtaining  thereby  any  remission  of  his  sins,  incurs  the  ad- 
ditional guilt  of  violating  a  sacrament ;  and  I  do  swear,  that 
I  will  defend,  to  the  utmost  of  power,  the  settlement  and 
arrangement  of  property  in  this  country  as  established  by 
the  laws-- now  in  being;  I  do  hereby  disclaim,  disavowy  and 
solemnly  abjure  any  intention  to  subvert  the  present  church 
establishment,  for  the  purpose  of-  substituting  a  catholic 
establishment  in  its  stead;  and  I  do  solemnly  swear,  that  I 
will  not  exercise  any  privilege,  to  which  I  am  or  may  become 
entitled,  to  disturb  and  weaken  the  protestant  religion  and 
protestant  government  in  this  kingdom. 

«  So  help  me  God." 
b^i^tS  pro-     8*  And  be  it  enacted,  That  papists,  or  persons-professing 
lessors  of  me-  the  popish  or  Roman  catholic  religion,  may  be  capable  of 
dte  f1*  u££hn  taing  elected  professors  of  medicine  upon  the  foundation  of 
<it  ^Patrick  Sir  Patrick  Dunn,  any  law  or  statute  to  the  contrary  not- 

SUDn'raon  to    w*tn»tanding. 

srt^voS  in  9«  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted,  That  nothing 
toS? the  of-  ^ere^n  contained  shall  extend,  or  be  construed  to  extend,  to 
foes  therein,  enable  any  person  to  sit  or  vote  in  either  house  of  parlia- 
Smraiyt?  mel,t>  or  *°  hold,  exercise,  or  enjoy  the  office  of  lord-lieute- 
th? rates  and  nant,  lord-deputy,  or  other  chief  governor  or  governors  of 
b^fordiEute-  ^**  kingdom,  lord  high  chancellor  or  keeper,  or  commjs- 
nautandeoun-  sioner  of  the  great  seal  of  this  kingdom,  lord  high  treasurer, 
ance^the  cft»nceH°r  of  the  exchequer,  chief  justice  of  the  court  of 
act  of  17  &  id  king's  bench  or  common  pleas,  lord  chief  baron  of  the  court 
heta'ke*  ^e8s  of  exchequer,  justice  of  the  court  of  king's  bench  or  common 
subscribe. the  pleas,  or  baron  of  the  court  of  exchequer,  judge  of  the  high 
Serein^'  as  eour*  of  admiralty,  master  or  keeper  of  the  rolls,  secretary  of 
offices.'  state,  keeper  of  the  privy  seal,  vice  treasurer,  teller  and 

cashier  of  the  exchequer,  or  auditor  general,  lieutenant  or 
governor,  or  custos  rotulorum  of  counties,  secretary  to  the 
lord- lieutenant,  lord-deputy,  or  other  chief  governor  or  go- 
vernors of  this  kingdom,  member  of  his  majesty's  most  ho- 
nourable privy  council,  prime-serjeant,  attorney-general, 
solicitor-general,  second  and  third  Serjeants  at  law,  or  king's 
counsel,  masters  in  chancery,  provost,  or  fellow  of  the  col- 
lege of  the  holy  and  undivided  Trinity  of  queen  Elizabeth, 
.  near  Dublin;  postmaster  general,  master  and  lietenant- 
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Sneral  of  his  majesty's  ordnance;  commander  in  chief  of 
s  majesty's  forces,  generals  on  the  staff,  and  sheriffs 
and  sub-sheriffs  of  any  county  in  this  kingdom ;  or  any 
office  contrary  to  the  roles,  orders,  and  directions,  made 
and  established  by  the  lord  lieutenant  and  council,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  act  passed  in  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth 
years  of  the  reign  of  king  Charles  the  Second,  intituled, 

*  An  act  for  the  explaining  of  some  doubts  arising  upon  an 

act,  intituled,  An  act  for  the  better  execution  of  his  majes-  Recital  of  17 
-ty's  gracious  declaration  for  the  settlement  of  his  kingdom  and  wCha.  a. 
of  Ireland,  and  satisfaction  of  the  several  interests  of  ad- 
venturers, soldiers,  and  other  his  subjects  there,  and  for 
•making  some  alterations  of,  and  additions  unto  the  said 
act,  for  the  more  speedy  and  effectual  settlement  of  this 
kingdom/  unless  he  shall  have  taken,  made,  and  sub-  ' 
scribed,  the  oaths  and  declaration,  and  performed  the  se- 
veral requisites  which,  by  any  law  heretofore  made,  and    . 
now  of  force,  are  required  to  enable  any  person  to  sit  or 
rote,  or  to  hold,  exercise,  and  enjoy  the  said  offices  respec- 
tively. 

10.  Provided  also,  and  be  it  enacted, That  nothing  in  No  right  of  . 
this  act  contained  shall  enable  any  papist,  or  person'pro-  presentation 
fessingthe  popish  or  Roman  catholic  religion,  to  exercise  asuS^ne-*" 
any  right  of  presentation  to  any  ecclesiastical  benefice  what-  fice- 
soever. 

11.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  no  papist,  or  person  pro-  Not  subject  to 
fessing  the  popish,  or  Roman  catholic  religion,  shall  be  *g2g™jj* 
liable  to  or  subject  to  any  penalty,  for  not  attending  divine  vine  service  m 
service  on  the  sabbath  day,  called  Sunday,  in  his  or  her  *>***>  church- 
parish  church. 

•  12.   Provided  also,  and  be  it  enacted,  That  nothing  Popigh  phMt 
•herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to  authorize  not  to  c*ie- 
May  popish  priest,  or  reputed  popish  priest,  to  celebrate  J^  between 
marriage  between  protestant  and  protestant,  or  between  protestant  and 
any  person  who  hath  been,  or  professed  himself  or  herself  ES?5^een 
to  be,  a  protestant  at  any  time  within  twelve  months  before  &  person  pro- 
sudh  celebration  of  marriage,  and  a  papist,  unless  such  i£K  apro- 
protestant  and  papist  shall  have  been  first  married  by  a  giant,  within 
clergyman  of  the  protestant  religion;  and  that  every  popish  ferJcSSraV" 
priest,  or  reputed  popish  priest,  who  shall  celebrate  any  *ion,  and  a  pa- 
marriage  between  two  protectants,  or  between  any  such  £„{  m2rri?d 
protestant  and  papist,  unless  such  protestant  and  papist  b7  protestant 
«hall  have  been  first  married  by  a  clergyman  of  the  pro-  c  er«rman; 
testant  religion,  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds  Penalty  sooi. 
to  his  majesty,  upon  conviction  thereof. 

13.  And  whereas  it  may  be  expedient,  in  case  his  ma- 
jesty, his  heirs  and  successors,  shall  be  pleased  so  to  alter 
the  statutes  of  the  college  of  the  holy  and  undivided  Tri- 
nity, near  Dublin,  and  of  the  university  of  Dublin,  as  to 
enable  persons  professing  the  Roman  catholic  religion,  to 
enter  into  or  to  take  degrees  in  the  said  university,  to  re- 
move any  obstacle  which  now  exist3  by  statute  law  ;  be  it 
enacted,  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  June,  one  A^r02jjjne» 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three,  it  shall  not  be  of  allegiance 

2d  2 
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Sot  cSy  *"  neeeMtry  ^  ••l  person*  upon  taking  any  of  the  degrees 
necessary  on  usually  conferred  by  the  said  university,  to  make  er  aub- 
inkTru^itrcoU  8G1^Da  an7  declaration,  or  to  take  any  oath,  save  the  oaths 
lege.  '  of  allegiance  and  abjuration,  any  law  or  statute  to  the  con- 

trary notwithstanding. 
xo  beuefitun-     14.  PaoviDED  always ,  that  no  papist  or  Roman  catholic, 
unie&s'tiie™*'  or  Peraon  professing  the  Roman  catholic  or  popish  religion, 
oath  and.  de-  shall  take  any  benefit  by  or  under  this  act,  unless  he  shall 
tt? M?b«n     naye  firat  taktn  ^^  subscribed  the  oath  and  declaration  in 
made  and  sub-  this  act  contained  and  set  forth,  and  also  the  said  oath  ap* 
Ssuthe  oath  P°inte(l  D7  tne 8aid  act  passed  in  the  thirteenth  and  four* 
appointed  by  teenth  years  of  his  majesty's  reign,  intituled, '  An  act  to 
j',asnderti<n?°'  enable  his  majesty's  subjects,  of  whatever  persuasion,  to 
testify  their  allegiance  to  him,*  in  some  one  of  his  majesty's 
four  courts  in  Dublin,  or  at  the  general  sessions  of  die 
peace,  or  at  any  adjournment  thereof  to  be  holden  for  the 
county,  city,  or  borough,  wherein  such  papist,  or  Roman 
catholic,  or  person  professing  the  Roman  catholic  or  popish 
religion,  doth  inhabit  or  dwell,  or  before  the  going  judge 
or  judges  of  assize,  in  the  county  wherein  such  papist  Or 
Roman  catholic,  or  person  professing  the  Roman  catholic 
^>*Trtedt°nbe  or  P°P*8n  religion,  doth  inhabit  and  dwell,  in  open  court, 
roUi ;  15*  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted,  That  the  names, 

of  such  persons  as  shall  so  take  and  subscribe  the  said 
oaths  and  declaration,  with  their  titles  and  additions,  shall 
be  entered  upon  the  rolls  for  that  purpose  to  be  appointed 
roils  to  be       by  said  respective  courts ;  and  that  the  said  rolls,  enoe  in 
j^?teOffice!°  evefy  y***>  »h*U  be  transmitted  to  and  deposited  in  the 
masters  of  '   Rolls  Office  in  this  kingdom,  to  remain  amongst  the  records 
roils  to  give    thereof;  and  the  masters  or  keepers  of  the  rolls  in  this  king- 
KrekiC?te9  **  dom,  or  tneir  lawful  deputy*  or  deputies,  are  hereby  em* 
powered  and  required  to  give  and  deliver  to  such  person  or 
persons  so  taking  and  subscribing  of  the  said  oaths  and 
declaration,  a  certificate  or  certificates  of  such  person  or 
persons  having  taken  and  subscribed  the  said  oaths  and  de* 
claration,  for  each  of  which  certificates  the  sum  of  one 
Um  shilling,  and  no  more,  shall  be  paid. 

From  ist  Apr.      16-  And  be  it  further  provided  and  enacted,  That  from 
no  freeholder,  and  after  the  first  day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
Rom^fatho-  d*od  and  ninety-three,  no  freeholder,  burgess,  freeman,  or 
lie,  capable  of  inhabitant  of  this  kingdom,  being  a  papist  or  Roman  ca* 
foreTecting°ae  tholic,  or  person  professing  the  Koman  catholic  or  popish 
member  to     religion,  shall  at  any  time  be  capable  of  giving  his  vote  for 
untifhe  nba«  the  electing  of  any  knight  or  knights  of  any  shire  or  county 
produced  «»-  within  this  kingdom,  or  citizen  or  burgess  to  serve  in  any 
herein.  *?       parliament,  until  he  shall  have  first  produced  and  shown 
to  the  high  sheriff  of  the  said  county,  or  his  deputy  or  de- 
puties, at  any  election  of  a  knight  or  knights  of  the  said 
shire,  and  to  the  respective  chief  officer  or  officers  of  any 
city,  borough,  or  town  corporate,  to  whom  the  return  of  any 
citizen  or  burgess  to  serve  in  parliament,  doth  or  shall  res- 
pectively belong,  at  the  election  of  any  citizen  or  burgess  to 
serve  in  parliament,  such  certificate  of  his  having  taken  and 
subscribed  the  said  oaths  and  declaration,  either  from  the 
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9oUt  Office,  or  from  the  proper  officer  of  the  oourt  in  wMen 
J0m  said  oaths  and  declaration  shall  be  taken  and  sub- 
scribed ;  and  such  person  being  a  freeholder,  freeman,  bur- 
gess, or  inhabitant,  so  producing  and  shewing  such  certi- 
ficate, shall  be  then  permitted  to  vote  as  amply  and  fully 
as  any  protestant  freeholder,  freeman,  burgess,  or  inhabi- 
tant of  such  county,  city,  borough,  or  town  corporate, 
tat  not  otherwise. 


Anno  Wo  Georgii  III.  Cap.  29. 

Jin  Act  for  regulating  the  Election  of  Members  to  serve  in 
Parliament,  and  for  repealing  the  several  Acts  therein 
mentioned.  5th  June,  1795. 

*  Whereas  the  laws  for  regulating  the  election  and  return  preambi«. 
ef  members  to  serve  in  parliament,  have  been  found  inade- 
quate to  the  purposes  intended ;  be  it  therefore  enacted, 

&c.  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  June,  which  will  E^ijEjJ1^' 
fee  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-five,  J  19,  except 
«n  act  passed  in  the  second  year  of  the  reign  of  King  XlSfftoilLe. 
George  the  First,  intituled, '  An  act  for  the  more  effectual  tion  of  an  al- 
preventing  fraudulent  conveyances  in  order  to  multiply  {JSSS,0' 
votes  for  electing  members  to  serve  in  parliament,  and  for  ^^ 
(preventing  the  irregular  proceedings  of  sheriffs  and  other 
officers  in  electing  and  returning  such  members,'  except 
such  part  thereof  as  relates  to  the  new  election  of  an  alder- 
man or  burgess  of  a  corporation  upon  death,  removal,  or 
resignation ;  and  also  an  act  passed  in  the  first  year  of  the 
seign  of  bis  late  majesty,  king  George  the  Second,  intituled,  £*£  *  °«**2«1 

*  An  act  for  the  further  regulating  the  election  of  members . 
of  parliament,  and  preventing  the  irregular  proceedings  of 
sheriffs  and  other  officers,  in  electing  and  returning  such 
members,'  except  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the  new 
election  of  an  alderman  or  burgess  of  a  corporation  upon 
death,  removal,  or  resignation ;  and  also  an  act  passed  in 

the  nineteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  majesty  king  andi9G«d.e. 
George  the  Second,  intituled,  *  An  act  for  better  regulating  c,  11. 
elections  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament ;  and  also  so 
much  of  an  act  passed  in  the  twenty-first  year  of  the  reign  and  m>  much 
of  his  said  late  majesty  king  George  the  Second,  intituled,  j*  JJ  Gj°-  *• 
fc  An  act  to  amend  and  make  more  effectual  an  act,  inti-  faWto*e!ec- 
tnled,  An  act  for  better  regulating  elections  of  members  to  {jjj^  of  mem- 
serve  in  parliament,  and  for  the  more  effectual  quieting  of     fc* 
corporations  and  securing  the  right  of  persons  who  have 
been,  or  shall  be,  elected  into  the  offices  of  aldermen  and 
burgesses,  within  any  corporation  of  this  kingdom,'  as  re- 
lates to  the  election  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament,  and 
also  an  act  passed  in  the  third  year  of  the  reign  of  his'  pre-  ■»*  *  G«°-  3» 
sent  majesty,  intituled, '  An  act  for  the  more  effectual  pre-  c*    * 
renting  bribery  and  corruption,  in  the  elections  of  members 
to  serve  in  parliament,  and  the  magistrates  of  cities,  bo- 
' roughs,  and  towns  corporate ;'  and  also  an  act  passed  in 
the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth  years  of  the  reigu  of  his  present  and  15  apd  16 
majesty,  intituled, '  An  act  for  better  regulating  the  elec*  G*°-  *»  *  *& 
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tioni  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament;'  and  also  so  much 
and Mmnch    of  an  act  passed  in  the  twenty-first  and  twenty-second 
GeofsJcTei.   years  of  the  reign  of  his  present  majesty,  intituled,  *  An 
act  for  the  more  effectually  preventing  the  multiplying, 
votes  at  elections  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament,  for 
boroughs  where  a  right  of  voting  is  vested  in  the  protec- 
tant inhabitants  in  general,  or  protestant  inhabitants  and 
«s  rej&tes  to    others,'  as  relates  to  the  election  of  members  to  serve  in 
members0lei-  parliament,  except  such  part  or  parts  thereof  as  relate  to 
ceptaahereAa;  the  elections  of  chief  magistrates,  burgesses,  and  freemen, 
which  said  part  and  parts  are  to  continue  and  remain  in 
force  of  law,  as  if  this  act  had  not  been  passed  ;  and  also 
g>4  <i  andfi|2  an  act  passed  in  the  twenty-first  and  twenty-second  years  of 
c        the  reign  of  his  present  majesty,  intituled, '  An  act  to  ex- 
plain and  amend  an  act  passed  this  session  of  parliament, 
intituled,  An  act  for  the  more  effectually  preventing  the 
multiplying  of  votes  at  elections  of  members   to  serve 
in  parliament,  for  boroughs  where  the  right  of  voting  is 
invested  in  the  protestant  inhabitants  in  general,  or  pro- 
testant inhabitants  and  others ;'  and  also  an  act  passed  in 
and  23  and  24  the    twenty-third  and  twenty-fourth  years  of   the  reign 
Geo.  s. « is.  of    his    present  majesty,    intituled,  *  An  act  to  amend 
an    act,  intituled,    An  act    for  preventing  bribery   and 
corruption  in  elections  for  members  to  serve  in  parlia- 
&nds5Geo.s.  ment ;!  and  also  an  act  passed  in  the  twenty-fifth  year  of 
c.  52.  '  the  reign  of  his  present  majesty,  intituled, '  An  act  for 

the  more  effectually  registering  of  freeholders ;'  and  also 
and  26  Geo.  3.  an  act  passed  in  the  twenty- sixth  year  of  the  reign  of  his 
c  22.  presentmajesty,  intituled, '  An  act  to  suspend,  for  a  limited 

time,  the  operation  of  an  act  passed  last. session  of  parlia- 
ment, intituled,  An  act  for  the  more  effectually  registering 
of  freeholders,  so  far  as  the  same  shall  affect  the  election 
of  members  to  serve  in  parliament ;'  and  also  an  act  passed 
and  26  Geo.  3.  *n  tne  twenty-sixth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  present  niajes- 
c  23.  '  ty,  intituled, '  An  act  for  amending  the  several  laws  re- 

lative to  the  registering  of  freeholders ;'  and  also  an  act 
and  28 Geo.  3.  passed  in  the  twenty-eighth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  present 
c  33.  majesty,  intituled,  *  An  act  for  the  further  amendment  of 

the  law  relative  to  the  registering  of  freeholders ;'  and  also 
and  29  Geo.  3.  an  act  passed  in  the  twenty-ninth  year  of  the  reign  of  his 
c  29.  present  majesty,  intituled, '  An  aot  to  continue  the  effect  of 

an  act,  intituled,  An  act  for  the  further  amendment  of  the 
law  relative  to  the  registering  of  freeholders  ;'.  and  also  an 
and  so  Geo  *  act  Pa88e<*  *D  *ne  thirtieth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  present 
c  17.  '  majesty,  intituled, '  An  act  to  continue  the  effect  of  an  act, 

intituled,  An  act  for  the  further  amendment  of  the  law  re- 
lative to  the  registering  of  freeholders/  shall  be  repealed 
cept asbereii.  *°  a^  Stents  and  purposes  whatsoever,  except  so  far  as 
'  relates  to  any  person  who  may  offer  to  vote  at  any  election 
for  a  member  or  members  to  serve  in  parliament,  the  teat  of 
the  writ  for  holding  of  which  shall  bear  date  before  the 
first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-seven,  or  to  the  powers  or  conduct  of  the  returning 
officer,  or  any  deputy,  in  any  respect  to  any  such  person-  or 
persons,  and  the  oath  or  oaths  to  be  administered  to  him. 
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2.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  every  election  to  be.  Elector  of 
made  of  a  knight  or  knights  of  a  shire  to  serve  in  parliar  sfirYwberiat- 
ment  for  any  county  in  this  kingdom,  shall  be  holden  at  the  •  i?J.were  **•* 
place,  where  the  assises  for  such  county,  and  in  the  county  Dubiinwfira 
of  Dublin,  where  the  sessions  of  the  peace  for  the  said  *e»»<*»  of 
county  were  last  held  previous  to  such  election,  on  such  *****  "^ 
day  as  the  sheriff  shall  appoint,  not  sooner  than  ten  nor 

later  than  twenty  days  after  he  shall  have  received  the  writ  » 

for  holding  the  same ;.  and  that  the  sheriff  shall  then  and  How  sheriff 
there  proceed  to  election,  and  shall  not  adjourn  to  any  ^ourn  de!e5 
other  town  or  place,  nor  without  the  consent  of  all  the  Son. 
candidates,  longer,  than  from  day  to  day,  unless  a  Sunday 
shall  intervene,  and  then  only  from  Saturday  to  the  next 
Monday,  and  shall  duly  and  orderly,  and  without  delay, 
proceed  in  faking  of  the  poll  from  day  to  day,  until  all  the 
freeholders  who  shall  there  present  themselves  shall  be 
polled ;  and  every  sheriff  shall  cause  to  be  affixed  on  the 
door  of  the  county  court-house,  public  notice,  signed  by 
himself,  of  the  day  for  holding  the  election,  ten  days  at 
tauf.preceding  such  day. 

3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sheriff  of  every  when  and  to 
county  shall,  within  four  days  after  he  shall  receive  the  writ  riffJhfcuT^J 
for  the  election  of  any  members  to  serve  in  parliament,  for  im  precept ; 
any  place  or  places  within  his  county,  issue  his  precept  or  ?0U  whom  piS 
precepts,  and  cause  the  same  to  be  delivered  to  such  acting  cept  shall  be. 
magistrate  or  magistrates,  officer  or  officers  of  such  place  b*ued* 

or  places  as  made  the  last  return  of  members  to  serve  in 
parliament  for  the  same,  be  he  mayor,  sovereign,  portrieve, 
provost,  burgomaster,  bailiff,  or  seneschal,  and  to  no  other 
person ;  and  such  magistrate  or  officer  shall  hold  the  elec-* 
tion  thereupon  within  twenty  days  from  the  (lay  of  his  re- 
ceiving the  precept,  having  in  the  usual  public  place  in  such 
borough  caused  to  be  affixed  notice,  under  his  howl,  of  the 
time  and  place  of  holding  such  election,  four  days  at  least 
preceding  the  day  of  such  election,  and  such  sheriff  shall 
accept  the  return  of  every  such  precept  from  such  magis* 
trate  and  officer  only,  to  whom  be  shall  have  so  directed, 
such  precept  respectively. 

4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sheriff  or  sheriffs  $I?3tJ*5rUr 
of.  a  city  or  town,  being  a  county  in  itsetf,  shall  hold  the  town  shall 
•lection  for  such  city  or  town  within  twenty  days  from  the  h«ld«l««tiao. 
day  of  receiving  the  writ,  having  in  the  usual  place  of  such 

city  or  town,  caused  to  be  affixed  notice  under  his  or  their 
hand,  of  the  time  and  place  of  holding  such  election,  ten 
days  at  least  preceding  the  day  of  the  election. 

6\  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case  the  sheriff  of  where  sheriff 
any  county  shall  have  reason  to  apprehend  a  contest  at  any  JS^st61©}8  * 
election  to  be  held  by  him,  or  in  case  any  candidate  for  such  where  'caadi- 
county  shall,  three  days  at  the  least  previous  to  the  day  {Jj*^1^1^ 
appointed  for  holding  an  election,  by  writing  under  his  many  places 
hana\  require  the  sheriff,  such  sheriff  shall  cause  to  be  £'£^52; 
erected,  on  some  convenient  place  in  or  near  the  session-  there  are  baro- 
heate,  or  place  where  he  shall  hold  such  election,  though  JjJJaJJ,  ^ 
such  place  should  happen  to  be  in  the  county  of  a  town  or  a  clerk  and  tie- 
city,  so  many  booths,  or  hire  so  many  buildings  as,  together  put*  to  €ach' 
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»t  ooeguine*  with  the  county  court-house,  shall  make  up  so  many  sepa- 
Ey  fficaEdt  rate  places  for  taking  the  poll,  as  there  are  baronies  or  half 
date*.  baronies  in  the  county ;  and  shall  appropriate  one  of  the 

said  booths,  buildings,  or  other  places,  to  each  barony  or 
half  barony,  the  name  whereof  he  shall  cause  to  be  affixed, 
in  large,  legible  characters,  on  some  conspicuous  part  of 
the  outside  thereof;  and  he  shall  appoint  a  clerk  for  each, 
and  also  a  deputy  for  each,  except  for  the  one  where  he 
shall  himself  preside ;  and  the  expence  of  every  such  booth 
or  building,  and  of  repairing  and  keeping  up  the  same 
during  the  poll,  and  the  wages  of  every  such  deputy 
and  clerk,  which  shall  not  exceed  the  rate  of  one  guinea 
a  day  for  each,  shall  be  paid,  jointly,  by  all  the  candidates 
to  the  sheriff,  upon  demand. 

*<$£*•£*%*  *■  And  ** il  furtDer  enacted,  That  in  all  elections  for  any 
for  knights  of  member  or  members  to  serve  in  parliament,  not  being  eled- 
inj^offiotrTto  tions  for  a  knight  or  knights  of  the  shire,  the  returning  offi- 
hirt  or  erect  cer  or  officers  shall,  upon,  demand  made  to  him  or  them  by 

tb°'^'<rfcan^  anv  candidate,  in  writing  under  his  hand,  three  days  at 
ate,provid-  least  precious  to  the  day  of  holding  the  election,  cause  to 
have  poffi  ^  erec*ed  in  or  near  the  place  appointed  for  holding  the 
«d  formerly /election,    as  many    booths,    or  hire    as    many  buildings 
for  taking  the  poll,  as  such  candidate    shall  so  desire 
by  writing  under  his  hand,  provided  that   the   number 
of  electors  polled  on  the  last,  or  any  former  election,  shall 
i^aeelRNtlioo  nave  excee<*ed  two  hundred ;  and  provided  also,  that  the 
•lectors ;        number  of  booths  or  buildings,  together  with  the  place  ap- 
pointed for  holding  the  election  shall  not  exceed  the  rate  of 
.  one  place  for  every  one  hundred  electors  which  were  polled 
a  clerk  and  a  at  the  last  or  any  former  election ;  and  the  returning  officer 
ei^a/one    <*  0D^cers  snall  appoint  a  clerk  for  each  place,  and  a  de- 
guinea  each,    puty  for  each,  except  where  he  or  they  shall  preside ;  and 
candidate*.1116  t°c  expences  of  erecting  or  hiring  every  such  booth   or 
building,  and  of  repairing  and  keeping  up  the  same  during 
the  poll,  and  the  wages  of  every  such  deputy  and  clerk, 
which  shall  not  exceed  one  guinea  a  day  for  each,  shall  be 
paid,  Jointly,  by  all  the  candidates,  to  the  returning  officer 
or  officers,  upon  demand. 
for  'kSghteof     7'  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  on  every  election  for  a 
shire,  free-      knight  or  knights  of  a  shire,  every  freeholder  shall  be' 
ponedV0  **  P0Ued  °nly  in  the  booth,  building,  or  place  appropriated 
booths  appro-  as  aforesaid  to  the  barony  or  half-barony,  in  which  the 
thetrteronies;  freehold,  by  virtue  of  which  he  offers  to  vote,  is,  either 
'  wholly  or  in  part,  situated ;  and  that  every  sheriff  may 
himself  take  the  poll  in  any  of  the  booths,  buildings,  or 
other  places  appropriated  as  aforesaid,  and  from  time  to 
time,  during  the  election,  change  from  one  to  the  other,  as 
Deputies  may  he  shall  think  fit ;  and  that  every  returning  officer  or  offi- 
&c.remove  '    cers  may,  from  time  to  time  during  every  election,  remove 
any  deputy,  or  appoint  another  in  his  room,  and  may  change 
every  deputy  from  one  booth  or  building  to  another,  as  often 
as  be  shall  think  fit. 
be*k *bt°ks  tor     8*  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  returning  officer,- 
hwursP  a°Pday,  unless  prevented  by  accident  or  unavoidable  necessity,  ( 
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entry  of  the  nature  of  which~accident  or  necessity  shall  be  nDlf%fa9[.c2£; 
made  at  large  on  the  poll-book,  and  signed  by  him,)  shall  S2dkiaS». 
cause  the  poll  to  be  kept  open  in  his  own  and  every  de- 
puty's court,  on  every  day  for  seven  hours  at  the  least, 
between  eight  in  the  morning  and  eight  at  night,  Sunday 
and  Christmas  day  only  excepted,  from  the  commencement 
of  the  election  until  the  poll  shall  be  finally  closed,  unless 
the  consent  of  all  the  candidates  shall  be  given  for  his  doing 
otherwise*  every  which  consent  shall  be  entered  on  his 
poll-book. 

9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  returning  officer  Returning  of 
shall,  before  he  proceeds  to  take  the  poll,  take  and  sab-  S^rfo^j0^ 
.scribe  in  open  court  the  oath  following,  which  every  justice  oath :         ■* 
of.  the  peace  is  hereby  required  and  authorized  to  admi- 
nister : 

'  I  A.  B.  do  swear,  that  I  will  honestly,  impartially,  and  oath. 
without  favour  to  any  candidate,  take  the  poll  at  this  elec- 
tion, and  that  I  have  not,  directly  or  indirectly,  received, 
nor  will  I  hereafter  directly  or  indirectly  receive,  any  mo- 
ney, gift,  reward,  promise,  contract,  or  security  for  money, 
or  other  reward,  for  or  in  respect  of  the  conduct  which  I 
shall  observe  during  the  ensuing  poll,  or  the  return  which 
I  shall  make  at  the  close  thereof,  except  the  expences  of 
erecting  booths,  hiring  buildings,  keeping  them  in  repair, 
and  the  payment  of  clerks  and  deputies,  and  counsel  for 
my  assistance,  and  that  I  will  return  such  person  or  persons 
.  as  shall  appear,  to  the  best  of  my  judgment  at  the  close  of 
the  poll,  to  have  the  majority  of  legal  votes/    And  that 
,  every  deputy  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall,  before  unties  to 
he  proceeds  to  take  the  poll,  take  and  subscribe  in  open  take  the  foi- 
court  the  oath  following,  in  presence  of  the  returning  officer  lowkjg  oath : 
.or  officers,  who  is  and  are  hereby  required  and  empowered 
to  administer  the  same. 

•  I,  A.  .B.  do  swear,  that  I  will  honestly,  impartially,  Oath. 
and  without  favour  to  any  candidate,  take  the  poll  at  this 
election,  and  that  I  have  not  directly  or  indirectly  received, 
nor  will  I  hereafter  directly  or  indirectly  receive  any 
money,  gift,  reward,  promise,  contract,  or  security  for 
money,  or  other  reward  for,  or  in  respect  of  the  conduct  I 
shall  observe  during  the  ensuing  poll,  and  that  I  will  make 
a  fair  and  true  return  of  all  sueb  persons  as  shall  tender 
their  votes  before  me,  to  be  by  me  taken  to  the  returning 
officer  or  officers  by  whom  I  am  appointed,  whenever  and 
as  often  as  I  shall  be  thereunto  required  by  him  or  them/ 

And  a  memorandum  of  every  of  the  said  oaths  being 
taken,  shall  be  entered  on  the  poll-book. 

10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  deputy  shall,  Deputy  to 
upon  notice  given  to  him  by  the  returning  officer,  each  day  fjffifi&g}™ 
clone  his  poll-book,  and  deliver  in  the  same  immediately  to  book.*£ch  day 
such  officer,  who  shall  sum  up  thereupon  the  number  ofgoffiwiswho 
votes  polled  on  such  day  for  each  candidate,  to  be  read  the  number, 
aloiid  and  entered  in  his  poll-book  in  open  court ;  and  if <tc- 
any  deputy  shall  refuse  to  deliver  his  poll-book  when  re*  sat.  penalty  on 
quired  by  the  returning  officer,  or  shall  continue  to  take  the  gyj*  jjjjgj 
poll  after  he  shall  have  been  directed  by  him.  to  stop,  and  poll-book,  or 
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Sf^L^S0'  be^ore  h*  8ha^  &•  a^aiQ  directed  by  him  to  proceed,  or 
stofeorbefoie  after  his  deputation  shall  be  revoked,  he  shall  forfeit  the 
d^°»nd  votes  8um  °^  ****y  pounds  to  any  person  who  shall  sue  for  the 
Shallowed,    same,  to  be  recovered  as  hereinafter  directed,  and  every 
vote  admitted  by  him  after  such  refusal  or  direction  to 
stop,  or  revocation,  shall  be  void,  and  the  person  who 
offered  such  vote  shall  not  be  deemed  to  have  voted,  and  is 
hereby  declared  not  to  have  voted  or  to  have  been  polled 
at  such  election. 
Removals/ ap-     11.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted,  That  every 
Sn^SanSsof 8ucn  removal  *nd  new  appointment  of  a  deputy,  and  such 
deputies  to  be  notice  to  a  deputy  to  close  the  poll  and  deliver  up  his  book, 
ffiSSi*10"    cr  to  change  from  one  booth  or  building  to  another,  shall 
be  made  publicly,  and  proclaimed  in  the  place  where  such 
deputy  shall  take  the  poll   by    the  returning  officer  or 
officers,  or  some  person  to  be  for  that  purpose  appointed  by 
him  or  them. 
Rioting  shall       12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  or 
not  be  an  ex-  persons  shall  violently,  riotously,  or  outrageously  disturb 
Sagtiiepolif  or  interrupt  any  election,  or  the  proceedings  of  the  poll, 
m  *  tbeCadrt  8UCn  disturbance,  riot,  or  misbehaviour  shall  not  be  any 
journal  from  excuse  to  the  returning  officer  or  officers,  nor  afford  him 
time  to  time.   or  them  any  pretence  for  closing  the  poll,  or  making  a 
return,  but  the  court  shall  thereupon  be  adjourned  for 
some  convenient  time,  as  the  occasion  may  require,  and,  if 
neeessary,  shall  be  further  continued  by  adjournment  from 
time  to  time,  until  such  disturbance  shall  have  ceased, 
when  such  returning  officer  shall  again  proceed  in  taking 
the  poll ;  and  every  person  who  shall  be  by  due  course  of 
law  convicted  of  having  violently,  riotously,  or  outrage- 
Persons  con-    ously  disturbed  the  court,  or  otherwise  misbehaved,  so  as 
yfcted  of  not-  forcibly  to  interrupt  the  proceedings  of  the  poll,   or  of 
ruptingtiier"    having  wilfully  effaced,  obliterated,  torn,  altered,  or: de- 
po»l  or  injur-  stroyed  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  poll-books  of  the  re- 
book,  &c°&c.,  turning  officer   or  officers,  or  any  deputy,  whereon   any 
maybe  trans-  thing  relative  to  the  said  election  shall  have  been  entered, 
yea»T&£       or  of  having  forcibly  or  fraudulently  taken  or  secreted  the 
same,  or  any  part  thereof,  or  the  writ  or  precept  for  holding 
such  election,  shall  be  adjudged  guilty  of  felony,  and  be 
'     transported  for  seven  years  to  some  part  of  his  majesty's 
dominions  out  of  Europe,  or  be  imprisoned  for  any  time  not 
more  than  seven  years,  at  the  discretion  of  the  judge  or 
judges  who  shall  try  such  person. 
No  more  to  be     13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tfcat  no  returning  officer 
returned  than  or  officers  shall,  upon  any  pretence  whatsoever,  return 
the  writ         more  tllftn  tne  number  of  persons  he  shall  by  his  writ  or 
precept  be  required  to  return,  and  that  in  case  of  an 
officer  to  have  ©P*118^**  °f  voices  for  any  two  or  more  candidates  upon  the 
•  casting        close  of  the  poll,  he  shall  be  obliged  to  give  a  casting 
voke ;  voice,  whether  otherwise  legally  qualified  to  vote  or  not,  or 

whether  he  shall  have  voted  or  not  at  such  election ;  and 
Officer  to  for-  ^  an7  returning  officer  or  officers  shall  return  more  than 
ftit  2,000/.  if  the  number  of  persons  who  shall  by  the  writ  or  precept  be 
JJofJaJSJ  ^  directed  to  be  returned,  such  returning  officer  or  officers 
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shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  two  thousand  pounds  to  the  person  number  di- 
who  shall  first  sue  for  the  same,  to  be  recovered  as  herein-  K^ncapaMe*0 
after  directed,  and  such  returning  officer  or  officers  shall  be  of  voting. 
rendered  incapable  of  ever  after  voting  at  any  election  for 
a  member  or  members  to  serve  in  parliament. 

14.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  no  fee,  gratuity,  or  No  fee  or  re- 
reward  whatsoever  shall  be  given,  paid,  received  or  taken  JJ2JJ-nto  r*f 
by  any  sheriff  or  returning  officer  or  officers  of  any  county,  ficerTcon- 
city,  town,  or  borough,  for  making  out,  or  for  the  delivery,  £Jkto?ra  re- 
return,  or  execution  of  any  writ  or  precept  for  the  elect-  turn'  shall  be 
ing  a  member  or  members  to  serve  in  parliament,  and  that  roid; 

all  contracts,  promises,  bonds,  and  securities,  to  be  made 
or  given  to  any  sheriff  or  other  returning  officer  or  officers, 
for  making  a  return  of  any  member  to  serve  in  parliament, 
or  to  pay  such  sheriff  or  returning  officer  or  officers  any  sum 
or  sums  of  money,  by  way  of  gratuity  or  reward,  for  mak- 
ing such  return,  or  otherwise  in  respect  thereof,  shall  be, 
and  are  hereby  declared  to  be,  null  and  void ;  and  who- 
soever shall  make,  give,  or  accept  of  such  contract,  pro-  persons  giv. 
mise,  bond,  or  other  security,  or  any  gift  or  reward  to  pro-  he  ^J^gf*" 
cure  any  false  return,  shall  forfeit  a  sum  equal  to  the  value  feft  the  ' 
.given,  or  intended  to  be  given  or  accepted  in  such  con-  2r5$unt  aud 
tract,  promise,  or  other  security,  gift,  or  reward,  and  also 
the  further  sum  of  two  hundred  pounds  to  any  person  who 
shall  first  sue  for  the  same,  to  be  recovered  as  herein  after 
directed. 

15.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  returning  officer  or  de- 
officer  or  officers,  or  any  deputy  who  shall  be  appointed  SSSecMslSf 
pursuant  to  this  act,  shall  unnecessarily  and  wilfully  pro-  delay,  shall 
tract  the  poll,  or  be  guilty  of  any  wilful  and  unnecessary  forfeit  xoL 
delay  in  taking  the  same,  every  such  returning  officer  or 
•officers,  and  every  such  deputy  so  offending,  shall  forfeit 

the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds  to  any  person  who  shall 
first  sue  for  the  same,  to  be  recovered  as  herein  after 
directed. 

16.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  in  all  elections  at  Place  of  free- 
which  any  person  shall  vote  as  a  freeholder,  the  returning  J^aiwde 3* 
officer  or  officers,  and  every  deputy,  shall  enter  in  the  poll-  freeholder  to 
book  the  place  of  every  such  person's  freehold,  and  the  S&o^awSfii , 
barony  or  baronies,  or  half-barony  or  half-baronies  wherein  affirmed,  &c 

'such  freehold  lies,  and  also  his  place  of  abode,  as  he  shall 
declare  the  same,  severally,  at  the  time  of  offering  or 
giving  his  vote,  and  also  shall  enter  sworn  or  affirmed  (as 
the  case  shall  be)  against  the  name  of  every  elector  to 
whom  any  of  the  oaths  or  affirmations,  by  this  act  required 
or  authorized,  shall  be  tendered,  and  by  whom  the  same 
ahall  be  taken,  distinguishing  the  nature  of  the  oath  or 
affirmation ;  and  that  every  sheriff  presiding  at  any  elec-  sheriffto  deli- 
tionfora  knight  or  knights  of  the* shire,  shall,  within  J^JJ^oS1" 
twenty  days  next  after  any  election  for  a  knight  or  knights  aftermeiectfon 
of  the  shire  shall  have  been  closed,  faithfully  deliver  over  ^J^1**^. 
unto  the  clerk  of  the  peace  of  the  county  all  the  poll-books  n<£  on'oS" 
of  such  election,  verifying  upon  oath  that  he  delivers  them  ft^^Jf k  <* 
without  any  embezzlement,  obliteration,  erasure,  or  altera-  „    ^     ? 

2  E 
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tion,  to  be  carefully  kept   and  preserved  amongst  die 
records  of  the  county. 
At  genem  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  the  case  of  a  ge- 

fic?rs<toSmake  neral  election,  every  returning  officer  who  shall  hold  an 
"turnsofpre-  election  by  virtue  of  a  precept,  shall  make  due  return  of 
before  i£turn*  such  precept  six  days  at  least  before  the  return  of  the  writ 
°.f  ^jjfc;  Jie-  by  virtue  of  which  said  precept  shall  have  issued,  and 
return  of  writs  that  all  and  every  sheriff  and  sheriffs,  who  shall  receive 
toe  of  crown.  any  writ  for  the  election  of  any  member  to  serve  in  parlia- 
ment, shall  make  due  return  of  such  writ  to  the  clerk  of 
the  crown,  on  or  before  the  day  on  which  such  writ  shall  be 
-  returnable. 
Return  of  a        18.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  all  cases  where  a 
session"™*     wr**  sna^  De  i88ue<l  during  a  session  or  prorogation  of  par- 
prorogation    liament,  the  return  be  made  thereof  to  the  clerk  of  the 

SS^^P  cr0W11  ^fc"1  forty  day»  after  the  te8t  ttareof,  and  if  by 
election  held  virtue  of  such  writ  the  election  shall  be  held  by  precept, 
SrnrSSSe  to" the  retarn  of  8&cn  precept  shall  be  made  to  the  sheriff 
sheriff  within  within  thirty  days  after  the  date  thereof;  and  every  sheriff 
feiuooi.°perr  and  other  returning  officer  making  default  therein,  shall 
day.  forfeit  to  any  person  who  shall  sue  for  the  same,  the  sum 

of  one  hundred  pounds  for  each  day  such  default  shall  be 
made,  to  be  recovered  in  manner  herein-after  mentioned. 
No  entertain-  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  person  to  be 
senteT'cock'-  hereafter  elected  to  serve  in  parliament  for  any  county, 
^ &dcP&c ^  c^'  town>  or  borough,  shall,  after  the  test  of  the  writ  of 
"'     *  summons  to  parliament,  or  after  the  vacancy  shall  have 

happened  to  supply  which  the  election  shall  be  held,  by 
himself,  his  friends,  or  agents,  or  any  person  or  persons 
employed  in  his  behalf,  directly  or  indirectly  give,  present, 
or  allow  to  any  person  or  persons,  having  a  vote  or  votes 
in  such  election,  any  money,  meat,  drink,  entertainment,  or 
provision,  coc&ades,  ribbands,  or  any  other  mark  of  dis- 
tinction, or  make  any  present,  gift,  reward,  or  entertain- 
ment, or  shall,  at  any  time  hereafter,  make  any  promise, 
agreement,  obligation,  or  engagement,  or  give  or  allow  any 
money,  meat,  drink,  provision,  present,  entertainment,  or 
reward,  to  or  for  any  such  person  or  persons  in  particular, 
or  to  any  such  county,  city,  town,  or  borough  in  general, 
or  to  or  for  the  use,  advantage,  benefit,  employment,  profit, 
or  preferment  of  any  such  person  or  persons,  place  or 

S laces,  in  order  to  be  elected,  or  for  being  elected  to  serve 
i  parliament  for  such  county,  city,  town,  or  borough ;  and 
Persons  gfr-  that  every  person  and  persons  so  giving,  presenting,  or 
iff  SiSrinc  aUowin«>  makine,  promising,  or  engaging,  doing,  acting, 
Ac.',  tincapaci'  or  proceeding,  shall  be,  and  is,  and  are  hereby  declared 
tated  to  serve,  to  be  disabled  and  incapacitated  to  serve  in  parliament 

upon   such   election    for   such   county,    city,   tows,   or 

borough. 
Candidatesfor     20.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  candidate  for  a 
counties  to     county  shall  employ,  at  or  for  any  election  for  said  county, 
ae«nt°&  clerk  where  a  poll  shall  take  place,  more  hired  agents  or  hired 

for  e*hLifab£  ^erka  than  a^er  tne  rot*  °f  one  age&t  and  one  clerk  for 
rooyr;  cities,    eaca  barony  or  half-barony  in  said  county;  and  that  no 
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candidate  for  any  city,  town,  or  borough,  shall  employ,  at  towns,  &c.  one 
or  for  any  election  which  shall  be  held  there,  where  a  poll  %?kforev^ 
shall  take  place,  more  hired  agents  or  hired  clerks  than  100  voters;  no 
one  agent  or  one  clerk  for  every  one  hundred  voters  who  SSneS^For St 
polled  at  the  last,  or  any  previous  election  held  there,  and  <W>  and  two 
that  no  higher  sum  shall  be  paid  to  any  such  clerk  or  agent  Seryother 
than  five  guineas  for  the  first  day,  and  two  guineas  for  daT>  for  clerk 
every  further  day  which  the  poll  shall  continue :  and  if  naitf^oboT 
any  candidate  shall  employ,  at  or  for  any  election,  more  see  "<>*  fa£ 
hired  clerks  or  agents  than  is  hereby  allowed,  or  pay  or  iTo^'clS, 
promise  to  pay  directly  or  indirectly  to  any  clerk  or  agent s* 4- 
mere  than  the  wages  herein  specified,  he  shall  for  every 
such  offence  forfeit  to  any  person  who  shall  sue  for  the 
same  the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds* 

21.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  barrister  orcoun-  5£ff'{Jij£i*0 
sel,  or  friend,  or  adviser  of  the  court,  although  an  elector,  returning  °offi- 
shall  be  permitted  to  plead  before,  or  be  heard  as  counsel  cer  or  <tePut7* 
by,  any  returning  officer  or  any  deputy,  at  any  election,  on 
the  part  of  any  candidate  or  elector,  either  for  or  against 
the  right  of  any  person  to  vote  at  such  election  or  other- 
wise. 

22-  Provided  always,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  %5fiEj££ 
for  any  returning  officer  to  employ  a  barrister  or  counsel  to  ploy  a  ban-is- * 
assist  him  in  the  execution  of  his  duty,  and  that  every  dSate?mty* " 
candidate  may  pay  any  sum  he  thinks  proper  towards  de-  par  the  ex.   . 
fraying  the  expense  thereof.  pence. 

•  23.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  who  astTr^eceive 
shall  have,  or  claim  to  have,  any  right  to  vote  in  any  elec-  any  reward 
tion  of  a  member  or  members  of  parliament,  shall  directly  or^>thero,  or" 
or  indirectly  ask,  receive,  or  take  any  money,  or  other  w^°  influence 
reward,  by  way  of  gift,  employment,  or  other  reward  what-  wardT&c',  for- 
soever,  for  himself  or  any  of  his  family  or  kindred,  to  feit  500/- ' 
give  his  vote,  or  to  abstain  from  giving  his  vote,  in  any 
such  election;  or  if  any  person  by  himself,  his  friends,  or 
by  any  person  employed  by  him,  shall,  by  any  gift  or 
reward,  or  by  any  promise  or  agreement,  or  security  for 
any  gift  or  reward,  corrupt  or  procure  any  person  or  per- 
sons to  give  his  or  their  vote  or  votes  in  any  such  election, 
or  to  abstain  from  giving  the  same,  such  person  shall,  for 
every  such  offence,  forfeit  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds 
sterling,  to  the  person  who  shall  first  sue  for  the  same,  to 
be  recovered  as  herein-after  directed ;  and  every  person 
offending  in  any  of  the  cases  aforesaid  from  and  after  judg-  n^msucjfner- 
ment  obtained  against  him,  in  any  action  or  information  sons  sfaaiibe 
grounded  on  this  act,  shall  for  ever  be  disabled  to  vote  in  dufranch»«<*. 
any  election  of  any  member  or  members  to  serve  in  parlia- 
ment, and  also  shall  be  for  ever  disabled  to  hold,  exercise, 
or  enjoy  any  office  or  franchise  to  which  he  or  they  then 
shall,  or  at  any  time  afterwards  may  be  entitled,  as  member 
of  any  city,  borough,  or  town  corporate,  as  if  such  person 
was  naturally  dead. 

24.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  from  and  after  the  Conveyances 
passing  this  act,  all  estates,  grants,  and  conveyances  what-  piade  fraudu- 
soever,  made  to  any  person  or  persons  in  any  fraudulent  or  iffy  voteis|uar 
collusive  manner,  on  purpose  or  with  intent  to  qualify  him  shall  be  deem- 
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ed  absolute     0r  them  to  give  his  or  their  vote  or  votes  at  any  election  or 

perrons  who   elections  of  knights  of  the  shire,  or  citizens  for  counties  of 

Ki-antthem;    cities,  or  bnrgesses  for  counties  of  towns,  or  any  other 

boroughs,  subject  to  conditions  or  agreements,  to  defeat  or 

determine  such  estates,  grants,  and  conveyances,  shall  be 

deemed  and  taken   against  the  person  or  persons  who 

granted  such  estate  as  free  and  absolute,  and  be  holden 

and  enjoyed  by  all  and  every  person  and  persons  to  whom 

such  conveyance  or  grant  shall  be  made  as  aforesaid,  freed 

and  absolutely  acquitted,  exonerated,  and  discharged  of 

and  from  all  manner  of  trusts,  conditions,  clauses  of  re* 

entry,  powers  of  revocation,  provisoes  of  redemption,  or 

other  defeasances  whatsoever,  between  or  with  the  said 

parties,  or  any  other  person  or  persons  in  trust  for  them  ; 

ail  covenants  and  that  all  bonds,  covenants,  collateral  or  other  securities, 

tionshair^e    contracts  or  agreements  between  or  with  the  said  parties, 

void.  or  any  other  person  or  persons  in  trust  for  them,  or  any  of 

them,  for   the  redeeming,    revoking,    or  defeating  such 

estate   or  estates,  or  for  the  restoring  or  re-conveying 

thereof,  or  any  part  thereof,  to  any  person  or  persons  in 

trust  for  them,  or  any  of  them,  shall  be  null  and  void  to  all 

intents  and  purposes  whatsoever;  and  that  every  person 

Persons  who  wno  shall  make  and  execute  such  conveyance  or  convey- 

execute  or  pre- ances  as  aforesaid,  or  being  privy  to  such  purpose,  shall 

pare  such  coo-  j      •  *  .1  _■  _  t      i. 

veyances,  or   devise  or  prepare  the  same,    and    every  person    who  by 

der°  v°h  *fo"  C0*01ir  th^eof  8nall  &™  anY  vote  at  anY  election  for  any 
felt  100/.'        such  member  to  serve  in  parliament,  shall,  for  every  such 
grant  and  conveyance  so  made,  or  vote  so  created  or  given, 
forfeit  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  sterling,  to  any 
person  who  shall  sue  for  the  same,  to  be  recovered  in 
manner  herein-after  directed. 
None  to  vote      25.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  person  shall  be 
ojd7 nor^by1*  admitted  to  vote  at  any  election  of  a  member  or  members 
virtue  of  a  rent  to  serve  in  parliament,  who  is  under  the  age  of  twenty-one 
heJeTn.'  but  M  vears>  nor  by  virtue  of  any  freehold  arising  from  a  rent- 
charge,  unless  such  rent-charge  be  of  the  full  clear  yearly 
value  of  twenty  pounds  at  the  least,  nor  unless  he  shall  have 
been  in  possession  thereof  for  one  whole  yearf  and  shall 
have  been  entitled  to  receive  one  whole  year's  rent  and 
profit  thereof,  before  the  test  of  the  writ  for  holding  such 
election,  unless  said  freehold  shall  have  come  to  him  by 
descent,  devise,  marriage,  or  marriage-settlement  within 
the  said  year. 

JStewhS?*0  26"  And  be  lt  enacted> That  no  person  shall  be  admitted 
freeholds  are  to  vote  at  any  election,  by  virtue  of  any  freehold  which 

to  persons18**1 8Da11  be  let  or  demised  to  the  person  or  persons  from  whom 
from  whom  he  holds  or  derives  the  same,  or  to  any  person  in  trust  for 
theJeha&  jfor  him  or  them,  or  to  his  or  their  heirs  or  assigns,  if  the  yearly 


un 


if  let  to  any    value  thereof  be  under  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds  ;  and  that 

termhe^hoUfa  no  Per80n  sha11  De  admitted  to  vote  at  any  election  by 

'  virtue  of  a  freehold  which  shall  be  let  or  demised  to  any 

person  or  persons  for  the  same  term  for  which  he  holds  the 

same,  if  the  value  thereof  be  under  the  yearly  sum  of 

twenty  pounds. 
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27*  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  person  shall  be  ^J™!**'  £ 
admitted  to  vote  at  any  election  by  reason  of  any  trust,  ™e^u§ess  J? 
estate,  or  mortgage,  unless  such  trustee  or  mortgagee  shall  p0*8^^ 
Lave  been  in  the  actual  possession  or  receipt  of  the  profits  testofNmt?* 
thereof,  for  his  own  use,  twelve  calendar  months  before  the  JjJ2rtW>r 
test  of  the  writ  for  holding  such  election,  and  the  mort-  may  vo  ,e* 
gagor,  or  cestui  que  trust  in  possession  (or  both  as  the  case 
may  be)  may  vote  out  of  such  estate,  notwithstanding  such 
mortgage  or  trust. 

28.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  person  shall  be  None  to  vote 
admitted  to  vote  at  any  election  by  virtue  of  any-  freehold  ^jjjyj  jj 
granted  fraudulently,  or  in  exchange  for  a  freehold  in  any  exchange,  &c, 
other  county,  or  in  consideration  of  any  increase  of  rent  SeVitto'n  oHn- 
out  of  any  other  lands  in  the  same,  or  in  any  other  county  crease  of  rent." 
held  by  such  person  from  the  grantor,  though  such  consi- 
deration be  not  expressed  in  the  deed  of  grant. 

29.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  person  shall  be  Freemen  to  be 
admitted  to  vote,  as  a  freeman,  at  any  election  of  a  mem-  months  before 
ber  to  serve  in  parliament,  whose  freedom  shall  not  have  election,  up- . 
come  to  him  by  service,  birth-right,  or  marriage,  unless  he  fellc! 
shall  have  been  admitted  to  his  freedom,  or  his  freedom 

shall  have  been  granted  to  him  six  calendar  months  at  the 
least  before  the  test  of  the  writ  for  holding  such  election. 

SO.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  person  shall  be  Jn3*r°2o/ert 
admitted  to  vote  at  any  election  of  a  member  or  members  occupy  of  till 
to  serve  in  parliament,  by  virtue  of  a  freehold  under  the  *j>  amount  of 
yearly  value  of  twenty  pounds,  unless  such  freehold  shall  guterede,nand  ' 
have  been  in  his  actual  occupation,  either  by  his  residing  *ix monthsbe. 
thereon,  or  tilling  or  grazing  the  same  to  the  amount  of  writ,  unless  by 
forty  shillings  yearly  value  thereof,  at  the  time  of  his  re-  dev*se,  &c  _ 
gistering  the  same,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  this  act 
hereafter  mentioned,  and  also  for  six  successive  calendar 
months  at  the  least,  between  the  date  of  such  registry  and 
the  test  of  the  writ  for  holding  the  election,  unless  such 
freehold  shall  have  come  to  such  person  by  devise,  descent, ' 
marriage  or  marriage-settlement,  and  was  demised  at  the 
time  it  so  came,  and  continues  at  the  time  of  such  election 
to  be  held  under  him  by  virtue  of  such  demise. 

31.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  person  shall  be  Freeholds  to 
admitted  to  vote  at  any  election  of  a  member  or  members  ^tilS"^?1 
to  serve,  in  parliament  by  virtue  of  a  freehold,  unless  he  years  of  test  * 
shall  have  registered  the  same  within  eight  years  preceding  of  writ* 
the  test  of  the  writ  for  holding  such  election,  in  manner 
following  :  that  is  to  say,  he  shall,  in  open  court,  at  some  0ath  t0  ^ 
sessions  of  the  peace  held  six  months  at  the  least  previous  taken  six 
to  the  said  test  in  the  county,  town,  or  city  where  his  free-  Ss° unless*** 
hold  lies,  take  and  subscribe  the  following  oath,  or  if  a  freehold  is a- 
Quaker,  the  following  affirmation,  unless  his  freehold  shall  rent-char8c- 
consist  of*  rent-charge  : 

«  I  of  in  the  county  of 

or,  of  the  town  or  city  of 
fas  the  case  may  be]  do  swear  [or  if  a  quaker,  affirm,]  that 
I  am  a  freeholder  of  the  county  of  and  that 

1  have  a  freehold  therein,  -arising  from  a  house  or  houses, 
land,  or  both,  or  other  hereditaments  [as  the  case  may  bej 

2fi2 
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of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  forty  shillings  at  the  least, 
above  all  charges  payable  out  of  the  same,  lying  and  being 
at  [naming  the  parish  or  parishes,  if  not  extra 

parochial  or  in  dispute  between  two  parishes,  and  the 
town-land  or  town-lands,  and  barony  or  half-barony,  or 
baronies  or  half-baronies  wherein  it  is  situated,]  in  this 
county,  and  that  the  said  freehold  does  not  arise  from  a 
rent-charge,  and  that  I  am  in  the  actual  occupation  thereof 
by  residing  thereon,  or  by  tilling  or  grazing  to  the  amount 
at  least  of  forty  shillings  yearly  value  thereof,  [as  the  case 
may  be]  and  that  the  said  freehold  is  not  set  or  agreed  to 
be  set,  nor  do  I  intend  to  set  the  same  to  the  person  or 
persons  from  whom  I  hold  it,  or  to  the  heirs  or  assigns  of 
such  person  or  persons,  or  to  any  one  in  trust  for  him,  her, 
or  them,  and  that  I  have  not  agreed  to  set  it  for  the  term 
for  which  I  hold  it,  nor  have  I  procured  it  fraudulently, 
nor  has  it  been  granted  fraudulently,  or  in  exchange  for  a 
freehold  in  any  other  county ;' 

but  if  such  freehold  be  of  the  yearly  value  of  twenty 
pounds,  and  the  freeholder  shall  choose  to  register  it  as 
being  so,  the  words  *  twenty  pounds'  shall  be  substituted 
in  the  place  of  the  words  '  forty  shillings,'  in  the  foregoing 
oath,  and  the  following  words  shall  be  omitted  therein : 
'  and  that  I  am  in  the  actual  occupation  thereof  by  residing 
thereon,  or  by  tilling  or  grazing  to  the  amount  of  forty 
shillings  yearly  value  thereof.' 
Oath  altered       32.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted,  That  if  such 
bold  oomS  by  freen0ld  be  under  the  yearly  value  of  twenty  pounds,  and 
descent.  &c.    shall  have  come  to  the  person  offering  to  register  it  by 
c^ItHs,  J?'*'  descent,  devise,  marriage,  or  marriage-settlement,  and  was 
demised  at  the  time  it  so  came  and  continues  to  be  held 
under  such  demise,  the  words  in  the  foregoing  oath  or  affir- 
mation, 4  and  that  I  am  in  the  actual  occupation  thereof 
by  residing  thereon,  or  by  tilling  or  grazing  to  the  amount 
of  forty  shillings  yearly  value  thereof/  may  be  omitted, 
and  the  following  words  inserted  in  their  place,  (  and  that 
the  said  freehold  came  to  me  by  descent,  devise,  marriage, 
or  marriage-settlement,  [as  the  case  may  be,]  and  was  de- 
mised at  tiie  time  it  so  came  to  me,  and  still  continues  to 
be  held  under  such  demise.' 
Alteration  in       33.  Provided  also,  and  be  it  enacted,  That  in  case  any 
rfeefaoidehas    person  who  shall  have  registered  a  freehold  under  the  pro- 
tTedbef3"      visions  °f  this  act,  shall  desire  to  register  the  same  fxee- 
unSsr  thisact.  hold  at  any  subsequent  time,  all  the  words  in  the  foregoing 
oath  after  the  words  '  rent-charge'  shall  be  omitted,  and 
the  following  words  inserted,  *  and  that  I  registered  the 
said  freehold  on  the  day  of  '  [naming 

the  day,  month,  and  year,  when  the  affidavit  of  the  registry 
was  delivered  to  the  acting  clerk  of  the  peace.] 
Rentchargea      34.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  person  shall  be 
wiSu^eteht    admitted  to  vote  at  any  such  election,  by  virtue  of  a  free- 
yearsbe&re    hold  arising  from  a  rent-charge,  unless  he  s^hall  have  re- 
test  ot  writ    gkte^d  t^  game  within  eight  years  preceding  the  test  of 
the  writ  for  holding  such  election  in  manner  following,  that 
Is  to  say,  he  shall,  in  open  court,  at  some  session*  of  the 
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peace  held  twelve  months  at  the  least  previous  to  the  said  ®*fo  *>  b«    . 
test,  in  the  county,  town,  or  city  where  his  freehold  arises,  months  before 
take  and  subscribe  the  following  oath,  or  if  a  quaker,  the  *■»*• 
following  affirmation : 
'  I  of  in  the  county  of 

or  the  town  or  city  of 
[as  the  case  may  be]  do  swear,  [or  if  a  quaker,  affirm,] 
that  I  am  a  freeholder  of  the  county  of 
and  that  I  have  a  freehold  therein  of  the  clear  yearly 
value  of  twenty  pounds  a  year  at  the  least,  above  all 
charges  payable  out  of  the  same,  consisting  of  a  rent-charge 
granted  by  deed,  bearing  date  the  day  , 

in  the  year  ,  on  the  lands  of  ,  [nam- 

ing the  lands  mentioned  in  such  deed,  and  the  barony  or 
baronies,  half-barony  or  half-baronies,  wherein  the  same 
lie,]  *  and  that  I  am  in  the  possession  thereof,  to  the  clear 
amount  of  twenty  pounds  yearly  value  thereof,  and  am 
entitled  to  receive  the  same  as  it  becomes  due.' 

35.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  oath  or  affir-  Oathe  read  in 
mation  made  and  subscribed  at  any  sessions  of  the  peace  Sd^elivered 
as  aforesaid,  shall  be  read  aloud  in  open  court,  and  be  to  c.  of  peace, 
signed  by  two  of  the  justices  presiding  there,  and  shall 

be  then  delivered  by  the  court  to  the  clerk  of  the  peace,  to 
be  filed  and  kept  amongst  the  records  of  the  county,  town, 
or  city. 

36.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That  where  sol,  ; 
where  the  freehold,  whether  consisting  of  a  rent-charge  or  SlSoHfas 
not,  shall  be  of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  fifty  pounds,  and  herein,  in  . 
the  freeholder  who  shall  be  seised  of  the  same  shall  take  ^j^'&J.*1 
and  subscribe  the  oath  or  affirmation  [as  the  case  may  be]  such  mar  be 
respectively  required  as  aforesaid,  to  be  by  him  taken  for  SJSJjjJS&c, 
registering  the  said  freehold,  with  the  words  '  fifty  pounds'  and  shall  be 
inserted  therein,  in  place  of  the  words  '  forty  shillings,'  takSf^tses^ 
or  '  twenty  pounds/  in  any  of  the  courts  of  king's  bench,  sions.  See  37 
common  pleas,  or  exchequer,  in  the  city  of  Dublin,  or  at  JJi^gJ* 47'   ' 
any  assizes,  and  the  same  shall  be  subscribed  by  one  of  the 

judges  of  such  courts,  or  the  judge  of  assize,  such  oath  or 
affirmation  so  subscribed  may  be  produced  at  any  sessions 
of  the  peace  as  aforesaid,  held  in  the  county,  town,  or  city 
where  such  freehold  lies,  and  when  read  aloud  there  in 
open  court,  shall  be  signed  by  two  of  the  justices  presid- 
ing there,  and  shall  then  be  delivered  by  the  court  to  the 
acting  clerk  of  the  peace,  to  be  filed  and  kept  amongst  the 
records  of  such  county,  town,  or  city ;  and  every  such  oath 
or  affirmation  so  taken,  shall  be  of  equal  effect  for  regis- 
tering such  freehold  within  the  meaning  of  this  act,  as  if 
it  had  been  made  at  the  sessions  of  the  peace  as  aforesaid. 

37.  Provided  also,  That  in  all  cases  where  the  person  xit.  instead  of 
intending  to  register  his  freehold  shall  desire  to  insert  in  ^rted  at  de- 


the  oath  or  affirmation  before  he  takes  ajid  subscribes  the  sire  0/  free- 
same,  either  at  a  sessions,  or  in  any  of  the  courtssbefore-  J^^^Pr? 
mentioned  in  the  city  of  Dublin,  or  at  any  assizes,  the  gistered,  be 


words  «  fifty  pounds,'  in  the  place  of  «  forty  shillings,'  or  SS^not* 
*  twenty  pounds,'  the  said  words  shall  be  inserted  therein ;  within  eight 
and  upon  his  freehold  being  registered,  in  consequence  of  years* 
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his  taking  such  oath,  or  making  such  affirmation,  such 
registry  shall  be  deemed  a  sufficient  registry  to  enable  him 
to  vote,  although  it  shall  not  have  been  made  within  eight 
years  previous  to  the  test  of  the  writ  for  holding  the  elec- 
tion at  which  be  shall  offer  to  vote : 
Noneprectad-     38.  Provided  always,  That  no  person  shall  be  precluded 
dip<»edhof  *a  *rom  vot*nB  Dv  ^i'tue  of  any  freehold,  on  account  of  having 
part,  if  they a  sold,  aliened,  or  disposed  of  any  part  of  the  freehold  he 
j^swora1^!*  shall  have  registered,  between  the  date  of  such  registry 
and  the  day  he  shall  offer  bis  vote,  if  he  shall  have  retained 
thereof  to  the  annual  value  sworn  in  such  registry : 
Rent-charges       39.  Provided  also,  That  no  person  shall  be  precluded 
&w.dwith?n  is  ^ron&  voting  by  virtue  of  a  freehold,  on  account  of  its  not 
months,  others  being  registered  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  if  it 
monthgrSJy    consists  of  a  rent-charge,  and  shall  have  come  to  him  by 
vote  though     descent,  devise,  marriage,  or  marriage-settlement,  within 
Set^GeTs.'  fifteen  months  previous  to  the  test  of  the  writ  for  holding 
c.47,  s.4.        the  election  at  which  he  shall  offer  to  vote,  or  if  it  does  not 
consist  of  a  rent- charge,  and  shall  have  come  to  him  in 
like  manner  within  nine  months  previous  to  such  test: 
Clergymen         40.  Provided  also,  That  no  rector,  vicar,  or  curate  shall 
reiistergeccU-  **e  0D^8ed to  register  bis  freehold,  arising  from  his  rectory, 
siastici  free-  vicarage,  curacy,  or  other  ecclesiastical  preferment,  or  be 
holds.  precluded  from  voting  at  any  election,  on  account  of  his  not 

having  registered  the  same. 
Clerks  of.         41.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  clerk  of  the 
SrtificateTto  poace  shall  give  to  every  person,  immediately  on  the  registry 
freeholders,     of  his  freehold,  if  he  shall  demand  it,  a  certificate  signed 
he?dnTpeniiU  °7  himself,  certifying  such  person  having  duly  registered 
tyg.  'Free-    the   same,  and  reciting  bis  oath  or  affirmation  exactly 
s3.       to  p8y  therein,  under  a  penalty  of  five  pounds  for  every  neglect 
or  refusal,  for  which  certificate  he  shall  be  paid  by  such 
freeholder  the  sum  of  three  pence ;  and  every  such  certifi- 
cate, when  signed  in  open  court  by  two  justices,  and  coun- 
tersigned by  the  acting  clerk  of  the  peace,  shall  be  and  is 
hereby  declared  to  be  of  equal  authenticity  with  the  ori- 
ginal oath  or  affirmation,  in  case  the  same  shall  be  lost  or 
mislaid. 
Clerk  to  enter     42.  $L*tt>  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  acting  clerk  of 
•  hook  fen  to  *^e  PeeL/Ce  shall,  during  every  sessions,  enter  into  a  book,  in 
alphabetical  order,  according  to  the  surnames  of  the  per- 
sons registered,  the  substance  of  every  such  oath  or  affir- 
mation, delivered  to  him  in  the  form  following : 
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And  he  shall  in  every  county  likewise  enter  the  same  in 
like  alphabetical  order,  and  form  into  separate  books,  one 
for  each  barony  or  half  barony,  according  to  the  barony  or 
Balf  barony  in  which  such  freehold  shall  be  sworn  or 
affirmed  to  lie,  which  books  he  shall  attend  with  at  every 


the  like    ja 
every  county, 
a  book  for 
each  baronyor 
half  barony, 
with  which  ne 
shall  attend 
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StiSS2sto'  elect*on  for  a  knight  or  knights  of  the  shire,  and  deliver  in 
for  knight  of  court  to  the  sheriff  previous  to  the  commencement  of  the 
the  shire.  p^  making  oath  at  the  same  time,  before  a  justice  of  the, 
peace,  that  all  the  entries  in  the  said  books  are  truly  and 
exactly  made,  according  to  the  directions  of  this  act. 
Clerk  to  give  43.  AVid  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  clerk  of  the 
SsSSs0**"  Ve9jce  shall,  from  time  to  time,  within  ten  days  after  every 
treasurer  in^o  sessions,  deliver  to  the  treasurer  of  the  county  a  true  copy 
copiU  tfwhich  °f  evei7  entry  of  registry  by  him  made  at  such  sessions, 
are  to  be  given  which  copy  shall  be  kept  by  the  said  treasurer  amongst  the 
reque?tin9?eat  accounts  0f  the  said  county,  and  that  at  the  request  of  any 
3d.  per  ioo  freeholder  of  said  county  to  the  clerk  of  the  peace  or  trea- 
names.  surer,  the  said  clerk  of  the  peace  or  treasurer  shall,  within 

ten  days  from  such  request,  deliver  to  such  person  a  true 
copy  of  the  registry  of  all  the  freeholders  which  shall  have 
been  registered  in  such  county  at  the  time  of  such  request 
being  made,  on  receiving  a  sum  at  the  rate  of  three-pence 
for  every  hundred  persons'  names  contained  in  said  copy. 
cierkofpeace     44.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  clerk  of  the 
do*as  herein,  peace  sha|l  omit,  or  neglect  to  keep,  any  of  the  books  here- 
disauaiified  •     v  required,  or  to  make  due  entries  therein,  in  the  order 
for  neglecting  and  form  required,  or  to  file  any  oath  and  affirmation  de- 
sessions"^     **vered  to  him  to  be  filed,  and  to  preserve  the  same  free 
50/.      '     *    from  erasure,  blot,  interlineation,  or  damage,  or  sball  omit 
to  give  the  copies  hereby  required  within  the  time  limited 
to  the  treasurer  of  the  county,  he  shall,  for  every  such  of- 
fence, forfeit  the  sum  of  one  hundred  poonds,  and  be  in- 
capable of  serving  as  clerk  of  the  peace  for  any  county,  and 
if  he  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  attend  at  any  sessions  where- 
at freeholders  may  be  registered  by  virtue  of  this  act,  or 
shall  omit  to  give  copies  of  the  registry  or  any  poll-book 
lodged  with  him,  within  a  reasonable  time  after  demand,  he 
shall  forfeit,  for  every  such  offence,  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds 
to  any  person  suing  for  the  same. 

Sent  $<«££  46#  D  *°r  tne  8reater  ease  0I"  registering  freeholders, 
ter  sessions  '  be  it  enacted,  That  the  general  or  quarter  sessions  may  be 
edfortiie purl  adJ011"160^  from  time  to  time,  to  be  held  either  at  any  usual 
pose  of  regis-'  place  of  sessions,  or  at  any  market-town  within  the  county, 

Iro&era"5*"     an(*  tnat  everv  8ucn  sessions,  arid  every  such  adjournment 
'  *       thereof,  or  adjournment  of  any  adjournment,  shall  be  deemed 
a  sessions  within  the  meaning  of  this  act,  for  the  purpose  of 
registering  freeholders,  but  that  no  special  sessions  held  for 
any  purpose  of  the  militia,  or  for  licensing  persons  to  sell 
ale,  beer,  or  spirituous  liquors,  shall  be  deemed  a  sessions 
within  the  meaning  of  this  act,  for  the  purpose  of  registering 
freeholders. 
taken  %  rent  -    46#  ^ND  De  **  farther  enacted,  That  every  person  who 
chargers  and    shall  offer  to  vote  as  a  freeholder,  shall,  before  he  shall  be 
muhiredfbe-   admitted  to  poll  at  any  election,  declare  whether  his  free- 
fore  they  poll  hold  arises  from  a  rent-charge  or  hot ;  and  if  it  arises  from 
a  rent-charge,  he  shall,  before  he  be  admitted  to  poll,  take 
the  oath  hereafter  following,  entitled,  "  The  rent-charger's 
oath,"  if  required  so  to  do  by  any  elector;  and  if  his  free- 
hold does  not  arise  from  a  rent-charge,  he  shall,  if  so  re- 
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quired  by  any  elector,  before  he  be  admitted  to  poll,  take 
one  or  other  of  the  oaths  hereafter  following,  entitled,  "  The 
freeholder's  oath/'  in  every  which  oath  the  sum  of  forty 
shillings,  or  twenty  pounds,  or  fifty  pounds,  shall  be  in- 
serted, according  as  the  same  shall  have  been  entered  in 
the  oath  for  the  registry  of  the  freehold. 

Freeholder's  oath,  where  the  freehold,  is  registered  under  the 
yearly  value  of  twenty  pounds* 

'  I  ,  Of  in  the  COUnty  Of  Freeholder's 

,  [or]  of  the  town  or  city  of  ,  SSdir  *!f.re 

[as  the  case  maybe,]  do  swear,  [or  if  a  quaker,  affirm,]  that 
I  am  a  freeholder  of  this  county,  and  that  I  have  a  freehold 
therein  arising  from  a  house,  or  houses,  land,  or  both,  or 
other  hereditaments,  [as  the  case  may  be,]  of  the  clear  yearly 
value  of  forty  shillings  at  the  least,  above  all  charges  pay- 
able out  of  the  same,  lying  and  being  at  , 
[naming  tike  parish  or  parishes,  the  town-land  or.  town-lands, 
and  barony  or  half-barony,  or  baronies  or,  half-baronies,  as 
stated  in  his  oath  of  registry,]  in  this  county,  and  that  the 
said  freehold  does  not  arise  from  a  rent-charge,  and  that  I 
have  been  in  the  actual  occupation  thereof  for  six  succes- 
sive months  at  the  least,  between  the  day  on  which  I  re- 
gistered the  same  and  the  ♦  day  of  , 
{naming  the  day  of  the  test  of  the  writ  for  holding  the  elec- 
tion,] by  residing  thereon,  or  tilling  or  grazing  to  the 
amount  of  forty  shillings  yearly  value  thereof,  [as  the  case 
may  be,]  and  that  the  said  freehold  is  not  set,  or  agreed  to 
be  set,  to  the  person  or  persons  from  whom  I  hold  it,  or  to 
the  heirs  or  assigns  of  such  person  or  persons,  or  to  any  one 
in  trust  for  him,  her,  or  them7  and  that  I  have  not  set  it,  or 
agreed  to  set  it,  for  the  term  for  which  I  hold  it,  and  that  I 
have  not  been  polled  before  at  this  election.' 


Freeholder's  oath,  where  the  freehold  is  registered  of  or  above 

twenty  pounds  yearly  value, 

« I  ,  of  ,  in  the  county  of  Freeholder's 

,  or  of  the  town  or  city  of  [as  the  SJ?  for  abo*e 

case  may  be,]  do  swear,  [or  if  a  quaker,  affirm,]  that  I  am  x 
a  freeholder  of  this  county,  and  that  I  have  a  freehold  there- ' 
in  of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  twenty  pounds,  or  fifty 
pounds,  (as  stated  in  his  oath  of  registry)  above  all  charges 
payable  out  of  the  same,  lying  and  being  at  , 

[naming  the  parish  or  parishes,  town-land  or  town-lands, 
and  barony  or  half-barony,  baronies  or  half-baronies,  as  ,  * 

stated  in  his  oath  of  registry,]  in  tips  county,  and  that  the 
said  freehold  does  not  arise  from  a  rent-charge,  and  that  I 
have  not  been  polled  before  at  this  election.' 


The  rent-charger's  oath. 

<  I  ,  of  ,  in  the  county  of  S^otSF* 

or  of  the  town  or  city  of  [as  the 

case  may  be  J  do  swear,  [or  if  a  quaker,  affirm,]  that  I  am  a 
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freeholder  of  this  county,  and  that  I  have  a  freehold  therein 
of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  twenty  pounds  a  year  at  the 
least,  above  all  charges  payable  out  of  the  same,  consisting 
of  a  rent-charge  granted  by  deed  bearing  date  the 
day  of  in  the  year  ,  upon  the  lands  of 

[naming  the  lands  mentioned  in  such  deed,  and 
the  barony  or  baronies,  half-barony  or  half-baronies,  where- 
in the  same  lie,]  and  that  I  am  now  in  the  possession 
thereof,  or  of  the  clear  amount  of  twenty  pounds  yearly 
value  thereof,  and  have  been  so  ever  since  J  registered  the 
same,  and  am  entitled  to  receive  the  same,  or  to  the  clear 
amount  of  twenty  pounds  yearly  value  thereof,  [as  the  case 
may  be,]  as  it  becomes  due,  and  that  I  have  not  been  polled 
before  at  this  election/ 
Alteration  in      47.  PROVIDED  always,  and  be  it  enacted,  That  where  the 
rent^lrge     toehold,  if  arising  from  a  rent-charge,  shall  have  come  by 
comes  within  descent,  devise,  marriage,  or  marriage-settlement,  to  the 
deaSnv&c!^  P6*801*  offering  to  vote  out  of  the  same,  within  fifteen  months 
or  other  free-  previous  to  the  test  of  the  writ  for  holding  such  election,  or 
^t&n^foe?6  H  not  arising  from  a  rent-charge,  shall  have  so  come  within 
See  37  G.  3.'    nine  months  previous  to  said  test,  the  word*  in  the  free- 
c  7,  s.  4.       holder's  oath,  «  and  that  I  have  been  in  the  actual  occupa- 
tion thereof  for  six  successive  months  at  the  least,  between 
the  day  on  which  I  registered  the  same  and  the  day 

of  ,  by  residing  thereon,  or  tilling  or  grazing  to 

the  amount  of  forty  shillings  yearly  value  thereof/  and  the 
words  in  the  rent-charger's  oath,  *  and  have  been  so  ever 
since  I  registered  the  same,'  shall  be  omitted  respectively, 
and  the  words  following  shall  be  added  to  every  such  oath 
respectively, ( and  that  the  said  freehold  came  to  me  on  the 

day  of  by  descent,  or  devise,  fromj   . 

[naming  the  person  from  whom  it  descended,  or  by  whom  it 
was  devised,]  or  by  my  marriage,  or  marriage-settlement 
with  ,  on  the  day  of  , 

[naming  the  person  and  date ;]  and  that  the  blank  for  the 
parish  or  parishes,  barony  or  baronies,  half-barony  or  half- 
baronies,  in  the  said  oaths  or  affirmations,  shall,  in  every 
such  case,  be  filled  up  by  the  names  which  the  person  so 
offering  to  vote  shall,  at  the  time,  desire  to  insert  therein, 
and  that  *  forty  shillings,'  *  twenty  pounds,'  or  *  fifty  pounds,' 
shall  be  inserted  in  the  freeholder's  oath,  according  to  the 
desire  of  such  person  offering  *o  vote. 

mwbeHs  a      48#  And  be  U  furthcr  enacted,  That  if  any  candidate  or 
if  required.   '  elector  shall  desire  it,  the  words  following  shall  be  added  to 
any  of  the  oaths  aforesaid, '  and  that  I  am,  to  the  best  of  my 
belief,  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years.' 
Freeholders        49.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That 
s£wtheyre-wnere  the  freehold  shall  be  registered  under  the  yearly 
*ide'  •tto* "    valae  of  twenty  pounds,  and  the  words,  *  and  that  I  am  in 
{mount  of  40r.  Qe  actual  occupation  thereof,  by  residing  thereon,  or  by 
tilling  or  grazing  to  the  amount  of  forty  shillings  yearly 
value  thereof,'  shall  be  admitted  in  the  oath  or  affirmation 
of  the  person  registering  the  same,  pursuant  to  the  provi- 
sions aforesaid,  the'  words  in  the  foregoing  oath,  *  and  that 
I  have  been  in  the  actual  occupation  thereof  for  six  sucoes- 
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sire  months  at  the  least,  between  the  day  on  which  I  re- 
gistered the  same  and  the  day  of  ,  by. 
residing  thereon,  or  tilling  or  grazing  to  the  amount  of  forty 
shillings  yearly  value  thereof,'  shall  be  omitted : 

50.  Provided  also,  TJuU  the  said  words  shall  also  be  When  said 
omitted  in  the  said  oath,  when  it  shall  be  tendered  to  any  words  may  be 
person  who  shall  have  inserted  in  his  affidavit  of  registry,  omitt*d. 
made  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  that  he  re- 
gistered the  said  freehold  on  the  day  of 

51.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  public  or  parlia-  no  tax,  cess, 
mentary  tax,  county,  church  or  parish  cess  or  rate,  or  any  ^jjjj  ,** 
Qess  on  any  town-land,  or  division  of  any  parish  or  barony,  charge,  &e. 
shall  be  deemed  any  charge  payable  out  of  any  freehold 

estate  within  the  meaning  of  this  act,  or  any  of  the  foregoing 
oaths  or  affirmations. 

52.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  person  who  Freeholders 
shall  offer  to  vote  by  virtue  of  a  freehold,  not  consisting  of  a  under  20/.  to] 
rent-charge  under  the  yearly  value  of  twenty  pounds,  shall,  herein?  ifre- 
before  he  be  permitted  to  poll,  declare,  if  required  by  the  quired : 
sheriff  or  any  elector,  upon  oath,  the  name  of  the  person  or 

persons  under  whom  he  holds  his  freehold,  if  he  holds  it 
under  any  person  or  persons,  and  shall  also,  if  such  free- 
hold be  situate  in  a  town  corporate,  declare  the  street,  or 
part  of  the  city  or  town  in  which  the  same  is  situate,  and 
who  are  his  next  lesident  neighbours  in  such  street,  or  part 
of  the  said  city  or  town,  and  the  said  declarations,  in  all  to  ^  entered 
such  cases,  shall  be  entered  in  the  pull-book  taken  by  the  in  poll-book, 
sheriffs,  or  their  deputies,  at  such  elections. 

63.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  shall  Person  vot-^ 
poll  at  any  election  by  virtue  of  a  freehold  which  he  had  h%  register- 
registered,  and  of  which  he  shall  not  be  in  possession  at  the  ed,  and  not  in 
time  of  his  polling,  he  shall  (if  thereof  convicted)  be  impri-  iSpriSScfcix 
soned  in  the  common  gaol  of  the  county  for  the  space  of  six  months, 
months. 

54.  A  no  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person,  not  Punishment 
being  a  registered  freeholder,  shall  take  upon  him  the  name  JJgi^3ruedlDfc 
of  a  freeholder  entered  upon  the  registry,  or  pretend  to  be  freeholder's 
the  person  so  registered,  and  shall  be  convicted  thereof,  he  n*nM*&c~ 
shall  be  sentenced  to  stand  in  the  pillory  on  three  succes- 
sive market-days,  in  the  town  where  such  election  has  been 

held,  and  be  imprisoned  in  the  common  gaol  of  the  county 
where  he  shall  have  been  so  convicted  for  the  space  o£  six    - 
months. 

55.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  resident  inha-  Mode  for  fo- 
bitaut,  claiming  a  right  to  rote  as  being  an  inhabitant  of  a  Chtorc- 
borough  where  the  right  of  voting  is  in  the  inhabitants,  or  gjster  where 
in  the  inhabitants  and  others,  shall,  at  some  quarter-sessions  [J8^  ^8X2 
or  adjournment  thereof,  be  registered  in  the  following  man-  fc**0**^.,  #$ 
ner,  that  is  to  say,  every  such  inhabitant  shall,  in  open  court,  pJUt8*0^' 
before  the  justices  of  the  peace,  at  the  quarter-session*  of 

the  county  wherein  such  borough  lieth,  or  at  some  adjourn- 
ment thereof,  take  the  following  oath,  or  if  a  quaker,  make 
the  following  affirmation : 

1 1,  A.  B.  do  swear,  [or  if  a  quaker,  do  affirm,]  that  I  am  oath, 
a  resident  inhabitant  of  ,  and  houaetatfer  in 
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[appendix. 


Forms  to  be 
observed  by 
inhabitant  of 
borough  re- 
gistering bis 
resideuce. 


the  borough  of  ,  in  the  county  of  , 

and  that  my  house  is  situated  in  *  ,  [here  nam- 

ing the  street,  lane,  alley,  row,  or  place,]  and  that  my 


neighbours  are 


and 


and  that  I  have 


Names  of  in- 
habitants to  be 
inserted  alpha- 
betically in 
clerk's  book  in 
manner  here- 
in. 


Sixpence  fee  to 
clerk  of  peace. 


£ach  entry 
deemed  a  re- 
cord of  the 
flounty; 


resided  in  said  house  for  six  calendar  months  last  past,  and 
that  I  am  not  an  inmate  or  lodger  with  any  other  person  in 
said  borough,  but  am  really  and  truly  a  resident  inhabitant 
of,  and  housekeeper  in  the  said  borough,  and  am  answer- 
able for  payment  of  the  usual  customary  taxes  and  cesses  in 
said  borough,  as  a  resident  householder  therein,  which  shall 
or  may  be  legally  demanded  of  me,  and  that  my  said  house, 
exclusive  of  my  land  annexed  to,  or  let  with  it,  except  the 
ground  whereon  my  house  (with  its  offices  and  back  or 
other  yard)  stand,  is,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  be- 
lief, worth  the  sum  of  five  pounds  yearly,  and  that  I  believe 
the  same  may  be  let  for  said  sum  of  five  pounds  yearly,  to  a 
responsible  tenant,  and  that  I  am,  to  the  best  of  my  know- 
ledge and  belief,  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  and  up- 
wards. *  So  help  me  God/ 
Which  oath  or  affirmation  shall  be  taken  by  every  such  in- 
habitant, in  all  cases  in  which  he  is,  or  shall  be,  required 
to  register  his  residence* 

56.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when  any  inhabi- 
tant of  such  borough  shall  desire  to  have  his  residence  re- 
gistered,  he  shall  swear  or  affirm  the  aforesaid  affidavit  or 
affirmation,  which,  when  duly  sworn  or  affirmed,  shall  be 
read  aloud  in  open  court,  and  the  person  so  registering  shall 
sign  the  same,  or  affix  hisjmark  thereto,  before  two  witnesses, 
who  shall  also  sign  the  same,  and  if  taken  and  signed  as 
aforesaid,  the  court  shall  deliver  it  to  the  acting  clerk  of 
the  peace,  who  shall  immediately  affix  the  paper  containing 
the  said  affidavit  or  affirmation  in  a  book  to  be  by  him  kept 
for  that  purpose,  and  for  no  other,  .in  its  order,  that  is  to 
say,  immediately  after  the  affidavit  or  affirmation  last  men- 
tioned, and  then  the  court  shall  sign  it  and  date,  it  accord- 
ing to  the  date  of  the  monthjof  the  year. 

57.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  although  the  affidavits  be  inserted  in  the  said  book  in 
their  order  as  to  the  time  in  which  they  were  made,  the 
names  of  the  persons  making  the  same  shall  be  alphabeti- 
cally arranged  in  an  index  at  the  end  of  the  same  book,  and 
the  page  where  the  affidavit  of  the  said  inhabitant  may  be 
found ;  and  that  such  inhabitants'  qames  shall  be  so  entered 
immediately  after  the  corresponding  affidavit  or  affirmation 
shall  have  been  entered  as  aforesaid  in  the  registry  book, 
without  the  intervention  of  any  other  business  whatsoever, 
for  the  inserting  of  which  affidavit  or  affirmation,  entry,  or 
registry,  and  indexing  the  same,  the  sum  of  sixpence,  and 
no  more,  shall  be  paid  by  such  inhabitant  to  the  acting  clerk 
of  the  peace  at  the  time  of  such  registering,  if  he  shall  de- 
mand the  same,  and  no  more. 

58.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  said  book  shall  be  kept  by  the  clerk  of  the  peace 
amongst  the  records  of  the  county,  and  that  each  entry  shall 
be  deemed  a  record  of  the  county,  and  that  the  said  clerk  of 
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the  peace  be  required  to  preserve  the  said  book,  without  StSf^0^5* 
addition  or  alteration,  from  one  court  of  quarter-sessions  to  written  in'by 
another,  neither  writing  in  the  same  himself,  nor  permitting  clerk  of  &£ 
any  other  person  to  write  therein,  but  that  the  same  shall  p!rson°be-    r 
nevertheless  be  open  to  the  inspection  of  any  registered  in-  Jjjjjp  "J*     • 
habitant  of  such  borough,  at  any  time  between  the  hours  of  be  open  to 
twelve  and  two  o'clock  in  the  day  time,  when  such  inhabi-  SSEfflS1  J°" 
tent  shall  require  it,  upon  his  giving  twenty-four  hours  no-  times  herein, 
tice,  except  only  on  Sundays  and  the  greater  feasts,  he  pay-  JJ^JJ. hour* 
ingfor  the  same  one  shilling,  and  no  more,  for  every  time  he  One  shilling 
^  shall  inspect  the  same,  and  being  debarred  the  use  of  both  J^'and  ink 
pen  and  ink  during  the  whole  of  that  time,  and  that  if  any  not  allowed 
person  having  or  claiming  to  have  a  vote  in  the  same  borough,  {^[J?8  "^P®8- 
shall  require  of  the  clerk  of  the  peace  to  furnish  him  with  a  cleric  of  peace, 
copy  of  the  said  registry  book,  or  any  part  thereof,  the  said  Jn^fiJjSkh 
clerk  of  the  peace  shall  write,  or  cause  to  be  written,  a  true  copvof  T*&*- 
copy  of  the  same,  and  within  a  reasonable  time  furnish  the  ^-hook; 
said  voter  therewith,  charging  him  for  the  same  at  the  rate  fee  for  copy- 
of  two-pence  for  every  four  inhabitants  so  registered,  con-  ^'akewiie 
tained  in  said  copy,  including  the  index;  and  that  if  any  copy  of  index; 
person  having,  or  claiming  to  have,  a  vote  in  such  borough, 
shall  require  from  the  clerk  of  the  peace  a  copy  of  the  index, 
or  any  part  thereof,  the  said  clerk  of  the  peace  shall  furnish 
him  therewith  within  eight  days  after,  charging  him  for  the  gj  (nde?Py" 
same  at.  the  rate  of  one  penny  for  every. ten  names  of  in-  * 

habitants  contained  in  the  said  copy. 

59.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  acting  clerk  of  Suniiarjjrok^ 
the  peace,  on  the  last  day  of  every  quarter-sessions,  do  and  for  church?" 
shall  insert  a  true  copy  of  such  entry  or  registry,  or  entries  w"dej£of  Kl 
or  registries,  as  he  shall  have  made  during  the  course  of  rough  lie?  by 
the  said  quarter  sessions,  together  with  an  index  to  the  clerk  of  peace; 
same,  in  a  book  exactly  similar  to  his  own,  to  be  kept  by 

the  churchwardens  of  the  parish  or  parishes  wherein  the 
said  borough  lies,  or  by  one  of  them,  and  by  them,  or  one 
of  them,  to  be  carried  to  every  such  quarter-sessions,  and 
there  intrusted  to  the  acting  clerk  of  the  peace  for  that  pur-  church  war- 
pose,  on  the  last  day  of  each  quarter-sessions,  and  at  no  sSfer^esistry 
other  time;  and  that  the  churchwardens  shall  preserve  the  ^K*0  ™  .*> 
said  book,  without  alteration,  from  one  quarter-sessions  to  ten  in  between 
another,  not  writing  in  it  himself  or  themselves,  nor  per-  quarter-ses- 
mitting  any  other  person  to  write  therein,  except  the  clerk  by^'id^iSk 
of  the  peace  as  aforesaid.  Qf  J*a c*. 

60.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  candidate  or  taken  by* 
elector  shall  desire  it,  every  person  offering  to  vote  at  any  voters  on  can- 
election  shall,  before  he  be  admitted  to  vote,  take  the  oath  to?  rehiring 
following, :  >*• 

'  I,  A.  B.  do  swear,  [or  being  of  the  people  called  quakers,  Oath. 
I,  A.  B.  do  solemnly  affirm,]  I  have  not  received,  or  had 
myself,  or  any  person  whatsoever  in  trust  for  me,  or  for  my 
use  and  benefit,  or  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  any  of  my  fa- 
mily or  kindred,  to  my  knowledge  or  belief,  directly  or  in- 
directly, any  sum  or  sums  of  money,  office,  place,  or  em- 
ployment, gift,  or  reward,  or  any  promise  or  security  for 
any  money,  office,  or  employment,  in  order  to  give  my  vote 
at  this  election.' 
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At  ,#IMlSL       **•  ^N1>  °*  **  father  enacted,  for  the  greater  conveni* 
KttfA««uet,  eBC*  n*  persons  by  the  said  act  required  to  register,  That 
fn  S?7  mi&  ^ro,a  am**  a***T  tDe  pawing  of  this  act,  at  every  quarter- 
whemtap7  sessions  to  be  held  next  after  first  day  of  August  in  every 
aSS^Jfeer?1"  y**1"*  and  *°T  a,|y  county  wherein  there  is  situated  any  bo- 
right  efvottar  rough,  or  part  of  any  borough,  where  the  right  of  voting 
InhellSate*    is  vested  in  the  inhabitants  in  general,  or  in  the  inhabitants 
justice*  mar    and  others,  that  the  justices  holding  such  quarter-sessions 
a^owrnsane  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  make  an  adjournment 
•rein.       ^  ^  g^^  0H  gottie  convenient  day,  within  three  weeks 
from  the  holding  of  such  sessions,  to  such  borough  as  afore- 
said, for  the  purpose  of  there  registering  the  names  of  per- 
sons who  shall  desire  to  be  registered,  as  claiming  a  right 
to  rote  in  such  boroughs,  and  that  snch  adjournment  shall 
be  held  accordingly,  in  some  convenient  place,  for  the  pur- 
pose aforesaid. 
Sheriff  to  re-       *2-  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sheriff  of  the 
quire  J*®*©* county  in  which,  such  borough  shall  be,  shall,  at  all  times, 
verregfstry-    upon  receiving  a  writ  for  the  election  of  a  member  or  mem- 
ch°r  h°w        ^€?8  to  sefve  *a  parliament  for  such  borough,  reqnire  of  the 
densCas^oon    clerk  of  the  peace  that  he  do  deliver  to  the  churchwardens, 

thewrit  for™  °*  one  of  til®m»  °^  tne  parish  or  parishes  wherein  said  bo- 
such  borough,  rough  lies,  his  said  book  so  by  him  kept  as  aforesaid  ;  and 
Church-war-  that  the  said  churchwardens,  with  the  said  book  and  the 
book'^aud  Sdt?-  (loPlic&te  thereof  in  their  possession  kept,  shall  attend  on 
plicate,  to  at-  the  returning  officer  in  said  borough,  in  the  court  where 

ofitt?*1?^  tlM5  V**1  8fta11   ***  takett>  throughout  the  whole   of  every 
as  herein.        election  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament  for  said  bo- 
rough, unless  one  of  them  shall,  by  any  elector,  be  re- 
quired to  attend  in  a  deputy's  court,  with  his  respective 
book  of  registry  before  mentioned,  which  requisition  he  is 
Registry-book'  hereby  required  to  comply  with,  to  be  freely  inspected  in 
duruigSe?d  tBeir  DaBds,  daring  the  election,  by  any  person  concerned 
tion.  therein. 

Voter  in  right     69.  A  KB  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  afore- 
hab?tentaonS"  said>  Tnat  B©  P«*»oi*  whatsoever  claiming  to  vote  in  right 
to  be  register-  of  being  an %  inhabitant  only,  shall  vote  for  any  member  or 
moottebefbre  numbers  to  serve  in  parliament,  where  a  right  of  voting  is 
election,         vested  in  the  inhabitants  in  general,  or  inhabitants  and 
others,  who  shall  not  appear  to  have  been  first  registered 
in  said  books,  or  one  of  them,  in  the  manner  above  pre- 
scribed, twelve  calendar  months  at  least  before  the  time  of 
except »  here-  holding  such  election,  except  in  the  case  herein  after  par- 
jftjj™**-       ticularly  excepted,  which  being  found  upon  inspection  of 
1  the  returning  officer,  or  his  deputy,  the  returning  officer  or 

bis  deputy  shall,  then,  and  not  before,  if  thereto  required 
by  any  electors,  administer  to  such  person  the  oath,  or  affir- 
mation following,  that  is  to  say, 
Oath.  '  1  A.  B.  do  swear  [or  if  a  quaker,  do  affirm]  that  I  am 

a  resident  inhabitant  in  the  borough  of 
in  the  county  of  ,  and  that  I  have  been 

so  for  these  twelve  months  last  past,  and  duly  proved  and 
registered  my  residence  twelve  calendar  months  before 
the  present  vacancy,  and  that  my  house  is  situated  in 

,  and  that  my  next  neighbours 
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are  ,  find  that  I  am  not  an  inmate 

or  lodger  with  any  other  person  in  said  borough,  nor  have 
I  been  so  at  any  time  within  these  twelve  months  last  past, 
bnt  have  paid  the  usual  and  customary  taxes  and  cesses  in 
said  borough,  as  an  householder,  which  have  been  legally 
demanded  of  me,  and  that  I  did  not  divide  my  house  or 
outhouses,  or  suffer  my  house  or  outhouses  to  be  divided, 
in  order  to  multiply  votes  at  this  election,  and  that  I  did 
not  come  to  reside  in  said  borough  since  the  present  va- 
cancy happened,  nor  in  order  to  give  my  vote  at  this  elec- 
tion ;  and  that  my  said  house,  exclusive  of  my  land  an- 
nexed to,  or  let  with  it,  except  that  whereon  it  stands,  with 
its  offices  and  back  and  othery  ard,  is,  to  the  best  of  my  know- 
ledge and  belief,  worth  the  sum  of  five  pounds  yearly  rent, 
and  that  I  believe  the  same  may  be  let  for  said  sum  of  five 
pounds  yearly,  to  a  responsible  tenant. 

*  So  help  me  God.' 
And  if  any  candidate  or  any  person  having  a  right  to  vote  Addition  to 
at  such  election  shall  require  it,  these  words  shall  be  added  oath,  if  r*- 
to  said  oath,  videlicet, '  and  that  I  am  of  the  age  of  twenty-  qmre  ' 
one  years,  as  I  verily  believe.'    Which  oath  or  affirmation 
the  seneschal  or  returning  officer  of  such  borough,  or  his  or  Seneschal,  or 
their  deputy  or  deputies  appointed  as  aforesaid,  is,  and  ^"'to  aSmt 
are  hereby  empowered  and  directed  to  administer  to  such  nister  said 
voter,  at  the  request  of  any  elector,  and  on  such  voter  so  ^^ » 
taking  the  'said  oath,  or  if  a  quaker,  the  said  affirmation, 
then,  and  not  before,  such  seneschal,  or  returning  officer, 
shall  admit  such  votes ;  and  said  oath,  or  affirmation,  if  a 
quaker,  shall  be  absolutely  final  and  conclusive  evidence  sive  evidence 
to  said  seneschal,  or  returning  officer  of  such  borough,  or  of  quajificar 
his  deputy,  that  the  person  so  taking  said  oath,  or  making  uon ' 
said  affirmation,  is  qualified  to  vote  at  such  election,  and 
»  no  such  voter  shall  be  liable  to  any  further  scrutiny  or 
examination  whatsoever,  before  such  seneschal,  or  return- 
ing officer,  or  his  deputy,  at  such  election  : 

64.  Provided  always,  That  in  all  and  every  such  bo<? 
rough  or  boroughs  in  this  kingdom,  where  the  right  of 
voting  is  vested  in  the  inhabitants  in  general,  or  inhabi- 
tants and  others,  which"  are  situated  in  two  different  coun- 
ties, every  inhabitant  o'f  such  borough  qualified  to  vote  at 
elections  for  any  member  or  members  to  serve  in  parlia- 
ment for  such  borough,  may,  if  he  thinks  proper,  in  the 
oath  or  affirmation  required  by  the  said  act  to  be  by  him 
taken  at  the  time  of  his  being  registered,  and  likewise  in  the 
oath  or  affirmation  which  he  may  be  called  upon  to  take 
pursuant  to  said  act,  at  any  election  for  a  member  or  mem- 
bers to  serve  in  parliament  for  such  borough,  instead  of  the  Alteration  in 
words, '  resident  inhabitant  of  the  borough  of  oatllkrh-?*£S' 

^»  i_     *  »        i_  *•■*.   x    A.t.  j      rough  situated 

m  the  county  of  ,  substitute  the  words,  in  two  differ- 

«  resident  inhabitant  of  that  part  of  the  borough  of  *nt  counties. 

which  lieth  in  the  county  of  .'  inhabitants 

65.  And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  may  recover 
if  any  such  inhabitant  of  such  borough  shall  find  that  the  Jpj^SJgJj* 
acting  clerk  of  the  peace  has  wilfully  or  negligently  acted  every  neglect 
in  disobedience  hereto,  .by  not  registering  his  residence  in  enceM^em. 

2  f2 
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the  meaner  hereby  directed,  having  been  thereunto  duly 

required,  and  by  not  giving  to  the  churchwarden*  of  sand 

borough  a  copy  of  the  registry-boot,  in  the  manner  and  at 

the  time  herein- before  mentioned,  or  by  erasing,  tearing 

oat,  or  designedly  making  the  name  or  any  part  thereof  . 

illegible,  or  designedly,  or  through  neglect,  suffering  aarjf 

person  to  do  so,  the  said  inhabitant  shall  be  entitled  to  re> 

to  be    cover  fr0™  *■•  ia*0-  acting  clerk  of  the  peace,  by  civil  ball, 

serwmdays  the  snm  of  twenty  pounds  for  every  snch  offence,  neocene 

fSiUfint'<fe  being  served  twelve  days  inclusive  before  the  fine  day  of 

rfassiKs.       the  assizes. 

66.  And  in  order  that  the  said  inhabitant  or  inhabitants* 
may  the  more  easily  recover  the  aforesaid  ram  or  sam%  in> 
the  manner  hereinbefore  mentioned,  be  it  enacted,  by  the 
Clerk  <<pew«  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  acting  clerk  of  thepeace,. 
todfim? cer-  upon  the  receipt  of  sixpence  a*  aforesaid,  shall  deliver  far  the 
tificate  as        inhabitants  a  certificate  signed  by  the  court,  and  counter - 
ereUL  signed   by  himself,  who  are  hereby  required  to  sign  the 

same,  of  his  having  been  duly  registered  on  that  day,  whack 
certificate,  although  no  part  of  the  registry,  skats,  when 
proved,  be  sufficient  evidence  upon  any  civil  bill  brought 
for  the  penalty  aforesaid. 
Certificates.        67.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  if  the  registry-book  to  be 
JSient°e^'  kept  by  the  clerk  of  the  peace,  -and  the  cony  thereof  to  be 
K^Sok^Est  *****  by  tDe  churchwardens,  shall  both  be  proved  upeat 
or^efacedAc  oath,  before  the  returning  officer  of  the  said  borough,  who  hi 
hereby  authorized  to  administer  the  same,  to  have  been 
lost,  destroyed,   or  withheld,  or  no  defaced  that  the  affifh*- 
vit^  .shall  be  illegible,  either  previews  to>  or  daring  tin? 
election,  in  such  case,  any  of  the  said  certificates,  when 
proved,  shall  be  sufficient  evidence  upon  the  ejection,  that 
the  inhabitant  producing  the  same  has  been  duly  regis- 
tered. 
Clerk  of  peace,     68.  Ann  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  Thai  if 
£n£orotbers,  anv  person,  not  excepting  the  clerk  of  the  peace  and  the 
stealing,  des- '  churchwardens,  shall  steal,  or  destroy,  or  maliciously  amer 
tK%.°book  said  registry-books,  or  either  of  them,  whether  in  the  body 
to  be  imprison-  of  the  said  books  or  their  index,  or  negligently  or  wHsenty 
ed.three rears;  fiuffer  fae  Bame  to  ^  done,  the  person  who  shall  be  con- 
victed of  so  offending,  shall  suffer  three  years  imprison- 
ment; and  lest  any  doubts  should  arise  at  the  election,  with 
respect  to  voters,  and  in  order  the  better  to  prevent  perjury 
and  occasional  votes,  be  it  hereby  declared,  by  uto  authority 
aforesaid,  to  be  the  tree  intent  and  meaning  of  thai  act, 
bo  inhabitant  That  no  person  whatsoever  shall  be  soJfered  to  vote  at  any 
£g£tei4d?2*  8uch  election  i*  right  of  being  an  inhabitant,  without  ha»~ 
months  before  ing  been  first  registered    as  aforesaid  twelve    calendar 
test  of  writ ;    m0Bths  at  the  least  before  the  test  of  the  writ  for  holding 
snch  election,  but  that  the  returning  officer  or  his  deputy, 
is  hereby  required  to  refuse  such  vote,  any  thing  in  this 
returning offi-  or  any  other  act  of  parliament  to  the  contrary  netwanV 
££!&.  standing. 

69*  And  whereas  churchwardens  of  such  parishes  to 
whom  snch  books  shall  be  delivered,'  may  refase  to  deliver 
over  one  of  such  books  so  delivered  to  them,  to  the  eierka 


APPENDIX.]  Si  G.  HI.  CAP.  2&  [IRELAND*  CCXli 

of  the  peace,  after  the  holding  of  elections,  and  may  re- 
fuse to  deliver  oyer  the  other  of  said  books  to  their  suc- 
cessors in  the  office  of  churchwardens,  after  the  expiration 
of  the  time  of  their  holding  said  office ;  be  it  therefore 
enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  such  person  or  c,  warden  to 
persons  in  the  office  of  churchwarden,  as  shall  receive  such  deliver  R  book 
registry-book  from  the  clerk  of  the  peace  upon  the  holding  £^  onbetag 
of  any  election,  shall  return  and  deliver  over  the  same  to  required ; 
the  said  clerk  of  the  peace  or  his  order,  immediately  upon 
being  thereunto  required ;  and  that  such  person  or  persons  to  deliver  the 
in  the  office  of  churchwarden,  who  shall  have  the  other  of  the  other  K.  book 
said  books  in  his  or  tbeir  possession  at  the  time  of  the  expira-  ^Khfioday* 
tion  of  his  said  office,  shall  deliver  over  the  same  to  the  per-  after  expira- 
son  or  persons  who  shall  succeed  him  in  the  office,  imraedi-  UoD  of  office* 
ately  upon  being  thereunto  required  by  such  successor  or 
successors,  or  within  ten  days  after  the  expiration  of  his  said 
office  of  churchwarden,  if  not  thereunto  sooner  required. 

70.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  afore- Ref own*  to 
said,  That  if  any  person  shall,  from  and  after  the  passing  fil*jf  gSj" 
of  this  act,  unlawfully  detain,  or  refuse  to  deliver  up  said  penalty  10/. 
books,  or  either  of  themj  in  manner  and  at  the  times  herein  jJiSFJ  un- 
directed, such  person  so  offending  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  prisonmentfor 
ten  pounds  sterling  for  every  day  he  shall  so  unlawfully  evwp3rday; . . 
detain  the  same,  to  be  recovered  by  civil  bill,  before  the 

judges  of  assize  in  any  county  where  such  offence  shall  be 
committed,  and  shall  also,  upon  conviction  of  such  offence 
before  the  judges  of  assize  in  any  county  where  such  of- . 
fence  shall  be  committed,  suffer  one  month's  imprisonment 
for  every  day  he  shall  so  unlawfully  detain  the  same. 

71.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  afore*  100*vpenalt3r 
said,  That  the  churchwardens  in  such  parishes  as  aforesaid,  ^ardenrefus- 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  in  case  of  any  neg-  ixm*°  comply 
lect  or  refusal  to  comply  with  the  several  matters  and  fon»  oPs**. 
things  required  of  them  by  said  first-mentioned  act,  shall  mentioned 
forfeit,  for  every  such  offence,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  *°  * 
pounds    sterling,  to    be  recovered  by  any  person   who 

shall  sue  for  the  same  in  any  of  his  majesty's  courts  of  re- 
cord. 

72.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  E55n,fc0n- 
That  all  and  every  person  and  persons  who  shall  falsely  jury  tomffer 
and  wilfully  swear  or  affirm,  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  penalties  of 
meaning  of  this  act,  being  thereof  indicted  and  convicted,  SScteTof'wii- 
shall  suffer  such  pains,  penalties,  and  disabilities,  as  per-  friand cor- 
sons  convicted  of  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury  ought  by  law  ruptperjury; 
to  suffer,  and  that  any  person  claiming  to  be  a  voter  as  an 
inhabitant  of  such  borough,  who  shall  be  guilty  of  perjury 

in  registering  his  inhabitancy  and  right  of  toting,  or  pre* 
tended  right  in  such  borough,  without  being  really  and 
bewA  fide  a  resident  inhabitant  thereof,  according  to  the 
form  of  the  oath  aforesaid  prescribed,  and  shall  be  thereof 


convicted  and  condemned,  and  suffer  the  pains  and  pe- perjmw  mc»- 
nalties  aforesaid,  shall  for  ever  be  incapable  of  giving  any  SJ^I*™   ' 

te  at  any  election  of  a  member  to  serve  in  parliament.       election. 

73.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  mayor,  bailing 
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the  manor  hereby  directed,  having  been  thereunto  dulp 

required,  and  by  not  giving  to  the  churchwardens  of  said 

borough  a  copy  of  the  registry-book,  in  the  Manner  and  at 

the  tune  herein- before  mentioned,  or  by  erasing,  tearing 

out,  or  designedly  making  the  same  or  any  part  thereof  . 

illegible,  or  designedly,  or  through  neglect,  suffering  mtf 

person  to  do  so,  the  said  inhabitant  shall  be  entitled  to  re* 

process  to  be    COT*r  ^roni  ***  8a*^  •jC*»»g  clerk  of  the  peace*  by  civil  bell, 

servedisdays  the  sum  of  twenty  poands  for  every  snch  offence,  naoceam 

fSiUfirat'dS  De"H5  fterTe<l  twelve  days  inclusive  before  the  ins  day  of 

of  wiro.       the  assizes. 

6ft.  And  in  order  that  the  said  inhabitant  or  inhabitants 
may  the  more  easily  recover  the  aforesaid  sum  or  sum*,  in 
the  manner  hereinbefore  mentioned,  be  it  enacted,  by  the 
Clerk  oCjjeac*  authority  aforesaid,,  That  the  said  acting  clerk  of  the  <peacer 
to  deliver  cer-  upon  the  receipt  of  sixpence  as  aforesaid,  shall  deliver  tier  the* 
tificate  at        inhabitants  a  certificate  signed  by  the  court,  and  counter - 
erem*  signed   by  himself,  who  are  hereby  required  to  sign  the 

same,  of  his  having  been  duly  registered  on  that  day,  which 
certificate,  although  no  part  of  the  registry,  shall,  when 
proved,  be  sufficient  evidence  upon-  any  civil  bill  brought 
for  the  penalty  aforesaid. 
Certificates.        (57.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  if  the  registry-book  t©>  he 
8ufficieQt°evi-'  kept  by  the  clerk  of  the  peace,  -and  the  copy  thereof  to  be 
R^book1!! k»t  kept  by  *^e  churchwardens,  shall  both  be  proved  upon 
o&efacel&c.  oath,  before  the  returning  officer  of  the  said  borough,  wan  is 
hereby  authorised  to  administer  the  same,  to  have  been 
lost,  destroyed,   or  withheld,  or  so  defaced  that  the  aAfm> 
va%  shall  be  illegible,  either  previews  to>  or  during  me 
election,  in  such  case,  any  of  the  said  certificates,  when 
proved,  shall  be  sufficient  evidence  upon  the  election,  that 
the  inhabitant  producing  the  same  has  been  duly  regis- 
tered. 
Clerk  of  peace,     68.  And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  Thai  if 
demTemtnv  any  P«*8on,  not  excepting  the  clerk  of  the  peace  ami  the 
stealing,  des-   churchwardens,  shall  steal,  or  destroy,  or  ineticioussy  ameT 
te?Sg%.°book  said  registry-book*,  or  either  of  them,  whether  in  the  body 
to  be  imprison,  of  the  said  books  or  their  index,  or  negligently  or  wilfatty 

ed  three  years;  fluffer  me  fla|fte  ^  ^  ^   ^  ^^^  y^  lhftll  ^  ^^ 

vkted  of  so  offending,  shall  suffer  three  years  imprasoa*- 

meat ;  and  lest  any  doubts  should  arise  at  the  erection,  with 

respect  to  voters,  and  in  order  the  better  to  prevent  perjury 

and  occasional  votes,  be  it  hereby  declared,  by  the  authority 

aforesaid,  to  be  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  thai  ast, 

no  inhabitant  That  no  person  whatsoever  shall  be  suffered  to  vote  at  any 

re^tereTis*  8uch  election  **  right  of  being  an  inhabitant,  wiubout  har- 

months  before  ing  been  first  registered   as  aforesaid  twelve    calendar 

test  of  writ ;    mofiths  at  the  least  before  the  test  of  the  writ  for  holding 

such  election,  but  that  the  returning  officer  or  his  deputy, 

is  hereby  required  to  refuse  such  vote,  any  thing  in  this 

returtoi,Mftue  or  anv  otner  act  °f  parliament  to  the  contrary  netwith*- 

rah.  standing. 

09.  And  whereas  churchwardens  of  such  parishes  to 
whom  such  books  shall  be  delivered,'  may  refuse  to  deliver 
over  one  of  such  books  so  delivered  to  them,,  to  the  derka 
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of  the  peace,  after  Ike  holding. of  election*,  and  may  re- 
fue  to  deliver  over  the  other  of  said  books  to  their  suc- 
cessors in  the  office  of  churchwardens,  after  the  expiration 
of  the  time  of  their  holding  said  office ;  be  it  therefore 
enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  such  person  or  c.  warden  to 
persons  in  the  office  of  churchwarden,  as  shall  receive  such  deliver  R  book 
registry-book  from  the  clerk  of  the  peace  upon  the  holding  p^Monbeing 
of  any  election,  shall  return  and  deliver  over  the  same  to  required; 
the  said  clerk  of  the  peace  or  his  order,  immediately  upon 
being  thereunto  required  ;  and  that  such  person  or  persons  to  deliver  the 
in  the  office  of  churchwarden,  who  shall  have  the  other  of  the  other  R.  book 
said  books  in  his  or  their  possession  at  the  time  of  the  expira*  witw^iodayi 
tion  of  his  said  office,  shall  deliver  over  the  same  to  the  per-  after  expira- 
son  or  persons  who  shall  succeed  him  in  the  office,  imraedi~  Uon  * 

ately  upon  being  thereunto  required  by  such  successor  of 
successors,  or  within  ten  days  after  the  expiration  of  his  said 
office  of  churchwarden,  if  not  thereunto  sooner  required* 

70.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  afore*  Refusing  to 
said,  That  if  auy  person  shall,  from  and  after  the  passing  ggXtoSST 
of  this  act,  unlawfully  detain,  or  refuse  to  deliver  up  said  penalty  10/. 
books,  or  either  of  themj  in  manner  and  at  the  times  herein  monS?*  un- 
directed, such  person  so  offending  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  pruonmentfor 
ten  pounds  sterling  for  every  day  he  shall  so  unlawfully  ever3r    y '  *  - 
detain  the  same,  to  be  recovered  by  civil  bill,  before  the 

judges  of  assize  in  any  county  where  such  offence  shall  be 
committed,  and  shall  also,  upon  conviction  of  such  offence 
before  the  judges  of  assize  in  any  county  where  such  of- 
fence shall  be  committed,  suffer  one  month's  imprisonment 
for  every  day  he  shall  so  unlawfully  detain  the  same. 

71.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  afore*  1<^J^autr 
said,  That  the  churchwardens  in  such  parishes  as  aforesaid,  wantaTrerus- 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  in  case  of  any  neg-  ^to  comply 
lect  or  refusal  to  comply  with  the  several  matters  and  tion*  aPfiS- 
things  required  of  them  by  said  first-mentioned  act,  shall  ^ttoned 
forfeit,  for  every  such  offence,  the  sum  of  one  hundred 

pounds  sterling,  to  be  recovered  by  any  person  who 
shall  sue  for  the  same  in  any  of  his  majesty's  courts  of  re- 
cord. 

72.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  JjHjyY011". 
That  all,  and  every  person  and  persons  who  shall  fakely  jury  tostSfcr 
and  wilfully  swear  or  affirm,  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  peJ5j}jj*2J. 
meaning  of  this  act,  being  thereof  indicted  and  convicted,  wted8of>wil- 
shall  suffer  such  pains,  penalties,  and  disabilities,  as  per-  JgLfgJiJJl . 
sons  convicted  of  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury  ought  by  law  ra**p* Jury' 
to  suffer,  and  that  any  person  claiming  to  be  a  voter  as  an 
inhabitant  of  such  borough,  who  shall  be  guilty  of  perjiury 

in  registering  his  inhabitancy  and  right  of  toting,  or  pre- 
tended right  in  such  borough,  without  being  really  and 
txmA  fide  a  resident  inhabitant  thereof,  according  to  the 
form  of  the  oath  aforesaid  prescribed,  and  shall  be  thereof 
convicted  and  condemned,  and  suffer  the  pains  and  pe-  wi""*  mca- 
nalties  aforesaid,  shall  for  ever  be  incapable  of  giving  any  5©teati!ny 
vote  at  any  election  of  a  member  to  serve  in  parliament.       election. 

73.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  mayor,  bailing 
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Officers  of  cor-  town-clerk,  or  other  officer  of  any  corporation,  having  a 
admi^candi.  right  to  return  members  to  parliament,  shall,  upon  the  de- 
date,  to.  at  mand  of  any  candidate  for  such  corporation,  on  payment 
toUupectto  of  two  shillings  and  sixpence,  permit  such  candidate, 
books  *  agent,  or  freeman,  between  the  hours  of  twelve  at  noon 

and  three  in  the  afternoon,  at  any  time  before,  and  within 
one  month  after  any  such  election  of  members  to  serve  in 
parliament,  to  inspect  the  books  and  papers,  wherein  the 
and  to  take     admission  of  freemen  shall  be  entered,  and  to  have  copies 
copies,  fee        or  minutes  of  the  admission  of  so  many  freemen  as  such 
to*6*-  candidate,  agent, "or  freemen  shall  think  fit,  upon  pay- 

ment to  such  mayor,  or  other  officer,  of  two  shillings  and 
sixpence  for  every  such  admission,  and  such  books  and 
papers  shall,  if  demanded  by  such  candidate,  or  his  agent, 
or  freeman,  be  produced  by  such  mayor  or  other  officer;  and 
if,  after  fee    if  such  mayor  or  other  officer  shall  refuse  or  deny  such 
or^&owPJS    candidate,  agent,  or  freeman,  the  inspection  of  such  books 
fuse  inspec     and  papers,  at  any  election,  if  demanded,  and  paid  for  in 
tkm,  penalty    ^  manner  hereinbefore  set  forth,  such  mayor  or  other 
officer  shall,  for  every  such  offence,  forfeit  the  sum  of  fifty 
pounds  to  him,  her,  or  them,  who  shall  inform  and  sue  for 
the  same,  to  be  recovered  in  manner  hereinafter  men- 
tioned. 
sheriff,retnra-     74.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person,  she- 
svfearin?'4^  "**»  or  otner  returning  officer,  his  or  their  deputy  or  de- 
SselyTguilty  puties,  who  shall  take  any  oath  or  affirmation  in   pursu- 
of  perjury;      ance  0f  tliis  act,  or  shall  wilfully  swear  or  affirm  falsely 
therein,  he  shall  be  guilty  of  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury, 
or  false  affirming,  and  shall  and  may  be  prosecuted  for  the 
same,  by  indictment  or  otherwise,  as  perjury,  in  a  court  of 
%  record,  may  now  be  prosecuted,  and  being  thereof  convicted, 

on  conviction,  he  shall  incur  and  suffer  the  pains  and  penalties  which  by 

4e»  ofperjury!  *aw  are  or  mav  De  inflicted  in  cases  of  wilful  or  corrupt 

perjury. 
Pecuniary  pe-     75.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  pecuniary  penal- 
veiS!?  with"  'J  ties  inflicted  by  this  act,  shall  be  recovered,  with  full  costs, 
full  costs;       by  action  of  debt,  bill,  plaint  or  information,  in  any  of 
vhftt    fluent  D*8  madeBtj'B  courts  of  record  at  Dublin ;  and  that  it  shall 
for  oiaintiffto  De  sufficient  for  the  plaintiff  in  any  such  action  of  debt  or 
set  forth;       information,  to  set  forth  in  the  declaration,  that  the  defen- 
dant is  indebted  to  him  in  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds, 
and  to  allege  the  particular  offence  for  which  such  action 
or  information  is  brought,  and  that  the  defendant  hath 
therein  acted  contrary  to  this  act,  without  mentioning  the 
writ  of  summons  to  parliament,  or  the  return  thereof;  and 
wbatsufficient  that  it  shall  be  sufficient,  in  any  indictment  for  any  offence 
men?  for  any  contrary  to  this  act,  to  allege  the  particular  offence,  and 
offence;  that  the  defendant  is  guilty,  without  mentioning  the  writ 

of  summons  to  parliament,  or  the  return  thereof;  and  that 
plaintiff,  to.   upon  trial  of  any  issue  in  any  such  action,  information,  or 
provtftt^writ  indictment,  the  plaintiff,  informer,  or  prosecutor,  shall  not 
of  summons,   be  obliged  to  prove  the  writ  of  summons  to  parliament,  of 
•  the  return  thereof,  or  any  warrant  to  the  sheriff,  grounded 

'     upon  such  writ  of  summons. 
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76.  Axd  be  It  farther  enacted,  That  in  case  the  plaintiff  Treble  cows  in 
or  informer,  in  any  action  or  information  given  by  this  act,  D0DSttl 
shall  discontinue  or  be  nonsuited,  or  judgment  shall  be 

given  against  him,  the  defendant  shall  recover  treble  costs. 

77.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  afore- Any  penon, 
said,  That  if  any  person,  except  a  returning  office*,  clerk  Sng'officei?™" 
of  the  peace,  or  treasurer,  offending  against  this  act,  shall,  clerk  of  peace, 
within  the  space  of  twelve  calendar  months  next  after  such  offending  "^ 
offence  committed,  discover  any  other  person  or  persons  JjEP^fi* 
guilty  of  a  like  offence,  so  that  such  person  or  persons  be  forming  with. 
thereupon  convicted,  such  person  so  discovering,  shall  be  in  i*  I?°n*hs 
indemnified  or  exempted,  and  saved  harmless  from  all  pe«  JSer  person 

nalties  and  disabilities  which  he  shall  have  incurred  by  *"ilty  <*  Uke 

.      -.  .  J  offence*  ex- 

any  such  offence  :  empted  from 

78.  Provided  always,  That  every  action,  information,  P«aitiea. 
indictment,  or  prosecution,  grounded  upon  this  act,  be  j^SS^S^} 
commenced  within  one  year  after  the  offence  shall  be  com-  within  one 

mitted.  SSef"0  *'* 

79.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted,  That  nothing  Not  *to  _ 
in  this  act  contained  shall  extend,  or  be  construed  to  ex*  vent  voting  at 
tend,  to  prevent  any  person  from  voting  at  any  election  for  3Ji  tesffor* 
a  member  or  members  to  serve  in  parliament,  the  test  for  holding  whkh 
holding  which  shall  bear  date  before  the  first  day  of  Ja-  SKiSf 
nuary,  one  fhonsaad  seven  hundred  and  ninety  seven ;  but  Jan.  1797.  a 
every  person  who  might,  by  the  laws  in  force  before  the  {[JJ^Jteat 
passing  of  this  act,  vote  at  any  such  election,  shall  and  such,  before 
may  vote  thereat,  as  fully  and  freely,  to  all  intents  and  ^te  wbjSctto 
purposes,  as  if  this  act  had  not  been  made,  subject  to  all  the  reguia- 
and  singular  the  clauses,  conditions,  oaths,  and  regulations  tjonsoftormer 
prescribed  in  the  said  laws ;  and  every  returning  officer 

and  deputy  shall  have  the  like  powers  with  respect  to  any 
such,  person  polling,  as  if  this  act  had  not  been  made. 

80.  Provided  always,  That  at  every  such  election  the  A4[fiwteIJ5[tr 
words  following  shall  be  added  to  the  oath  required  by  the  £Jt»,  to  be 
laws  in  force  to  be  taken  before  the  passing  of  this  act,  by  fk1^rbJ0fg: 
any  registered  freeholder  not  being  an  annuitant,  before  he  in°g  &a  amu*' 
shall  be  admitted  jto  vote,  either,  <  That  the  said  freehold  *"»*• 

in  of  the  yearly  value  of  twenty  pounds  above  all  charges 
payable  out  of  the  same,  [or  that]  I  have  been  in  the  actual 
occupation  of  the  said  freehold  for  six  successive  months 
at  the  least,  between  the  day  on  which  1  registered  the 
same,  and  the  day  of  ,  [naming 

the' day  of  the  test  of  the  writ  for  holding  the  election,)  by 
residing  thereon,  or  by  tilling  or  grainng  to  the  amount  of 
forty  shillings  yearly  value  thereof,'  or  the  words  which 
are  allowed  to  be  substituted  in  their  place  by  the  provi- 
sions of  this  act,  io  the  oath  herein  prescribed,  as  the  case 
may  be,  if  any  elector  shall  desire  that  one  or  other  of  the 
said  form  of  words  shall  be  added. 

81.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  person  hereafter  gTSESfag? 
stall  be  capable  of  being  elected  a  member  to  serve  in  this  not  eligible  to 
or  any  future  parliament,  who  is  not  of  the  age  of  one-and-  **  •*««•■** 
twenty  years ;  and  if  any  such  minor  hereafter  chosen, 

shall  presume  to  sit  or  vote  in  parliament,  he  shall  incur 
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penalties  and  forfeitures  as  if  he  had  presumed  to  sit  and 
vote  in  parliament, without  being  chosen  or  returned. 


Anno  37  Georgii  III.  Cap.  47., 

An  Act  for  the  further  Regulation  of  the  Election  of  Mem- 
bers to  serve  m  Parliament.        A.  D.  1797. 

Recital  S3  Whereas  an  act  passed  in  the  thirty-fifth  year  of  his 

o.  4.  present  Majesty's  reign,  intituled,  '  An  act  for  regulating 

'the  election  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament,  and  for 

repealing  the  several  acts  therein  mentioned ;'  and  it  is 

necessary  to  explain  and  amend  the  same ;  Be  it  enacted, 

The  following  &c.    That  when  any  person  seised  of  a  freehold,  not  con- 

SSnbyiSat  8*st*n8  °f  a  rent-charge,  shall  desire  to  register  it,  as  being 

or  so/,  tree-    of  the  value  of  fifty  pounds,  or  twenty  pounds,  the  follow- 

r«nte&arar*  *ng  oatn  mav  ^e  ta^ten  DT  u*m»  instead  of  the  oath  pre- 

**       scribed  by  the  said  act,  that  is  to  say  : 
Oath.  '  I  ,  of  ,  in  the  county 

See  30  O    S.    °*  »  0r  °^tne  town  0r  c*tv  °^  1 

c  29. 3.  sb.     [as  the  case  may  be,]  do  swear,  [or  if  a  quaker,  do  affirm,] 
that  I  am  a  freeholder  of  ,  and  that  I  have 

a  freehold  therein,  arising  from  a  house  or  houses,  and 
land,  or  both,  or  other  hereditaments,  [as  the  case  may  be,} 
of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  twenty  pounds,  or  fifty  pounds,' 
[as  the  case  may  be,]  above  all  charges  payable  out  of  the 
same,  lying  and  being  at  ,  [naming  the  parish  or 

parishes,  or  the  town-land  or  town-lands,  and  barony  or  half- 
baronies,  wherein  it  is  situated,  which  words,  '  town-land, 
or  town-lands,  barony  or  baronies  of  ,'  need 

not  be  named,  if  the  freehold  be  in  the  county  of  a  town  or 
city,]  in  this  county,  and  that  the  said  freehold  does  not 
arise  from  a  rent-charge,  nor  have  I  procured  it  fraudu- 
lently, nor  has  it  been  granted  fraudulently  to  me,  or  in 
exchange  for  a  freehold  in  any  other  county,'  any  thing  in 
50/.  or  so/.     *ne  8&*d  act  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding ; 
freeholds  not  and  that  no  freehold  of  fifty  pounds,  or  twenty  pounds 
lyTegbtered'  *-year,  registered  since  the  passing  of  the  said  act,  shall 
on  account  of  be  deemed  to  be  unduly  or  not  properly  registered,  on 
of  the^frds    account  of  the  omission  in  the  oath  or  affirmation  taken  or 
herein  recited,  made  in  order  to  register  the  same,  of  all  or  any  of  the 
following  words,  that  is  to  say,  '  and  that  I  am   in  the 
actual  occupation  thereof,  by  residing  thereon,  or  by  tilling 
or  grazing,  to  the  amount  at  least  of  forty  shillings  yearly 
value  thereof,  and  that  the  said  freehold  is  not  set,  or 
agreed  to  be  set,  nor  do  I  intend  to  set  the  same  to  the 
person  or  persons  from  whom  I  hold  it,  or  to  £he  heirs  or 
assigns  of  such  person  or  persons,  or  to  any  one  in  trust 
for  him,  her,  or  them,  and  that  I  have  not  agreed  to  set  it 
for  the  term  for  which  I  hold  it/ 
sol.  or  so/.        2*  And  be  it  enacted,  That  no  person  having  a  freehold 
freeholder^     of  the  yearly  value  of  fifty  pounds,  or  twenty  pounds,  who 
orbagr*ed  to* sna^  nave  8et>  or  agreed  to  set  the  same  to  the  person  or 
set  such  free-  persons  from  whom  he  holds  it,  or  to  the  heirs  or  assigns 
Sn/shalf  note*  °f  SUCD  person  or  persons,  or  to  any  one  in  trust  for  nun, 
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her,  or  them,  or  who  has  set,  or  agreed  to  set  the  same,  the  ™t»  unless . 
whole  of  the  same,  or  more  thereof  than  shall  leave  a  suf-  tered^undef"' 
ficiency  to  constitute  such  freehold  for  the  term  for  which  thb  or  recited 
he  holds  it,  shall  be  permitted  to  vote  at  any  election,  by  Erfor^elec-" 
virtue  of  th*  said  freehold,  unless  he  shall  have  registered  tk>a- 
the  same  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  said  recited  ~ 

act,  or  this  present  act,  one  whole  year,  at  the  least,  pre- 
vious  to  the  test  of  the  writ  for  holding  such  election.  , 

3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  person  who  Whlit  sh»H  be 
shall  offer  to  vote  by  virtue  of  a  freehold  of  the  value  of  JT*3.  free?* 
twenty  pounds,  or  fifty  pounds,  shall,  before  he  shall  be  holders  before 
admitted  to  poll  at  any  election,  declare  on  oath,  if  re-  rewired.' 
quired,  whether  he  has  so  set  or  agreed  to  set  such  his 
freehold,  and  if  he  shall  declare  he  hath  so  set  or  agreed 
to  set  the  whole  of  the  same,  or  more  thereof  than  shall 
leave  a  sufficiency  so  unset  for  such  term  to  constitute  such 
freehold,  he  shall  also  declare   in  like  manner  the  time 
when  such  agreement  was  made,  and  such  freeholder  shall 
not  be  permitted  to  vote  at  such  election  by  virtue  of  such 
freehold,  unless  it  shall  appear  that  such  agreement  was 
made  and  entered  into  one  whole  year  previous  to  the  test 
of  the  writ  for  holding  such  election. 

-  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  person  shall  be  Freeholders 
admitted  to  vote  by  virtue  of  a  freehold,  which  shall  have  SfwSjS?" 
come  to  him  by  descent,  devise,  marriage,  or  marriage-set-  ria^e,  shall  re- 
tlement,  unless  he  shall  have  duly  registered  the  same  at  {£? oV  writ; 
some  session  of  the  peace,  or  adjournment  thereof,  held 
prior  to  the  test  of  the  writ  in  the  county,  town,  or  city 
where  such  election  shall  be  held,  in  manner  and  form  by 
the  said  recited  act,  or  this  present  act  required,  if  it  con-  Jentcharge  6 
sists  of  a  rent-charge,  one  year  previous  to  the  test  of  the  months,  if  not 
writ  for  holding  the  election  at  which  he  shall  offer  to  vote,  a  ren*We. 
or  six  months  previous  to  such  test,  if  it  does  not  consist  of 
a  rent-charge. 

5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  the  oath  to  be  Words&  ** 
taken  at  any  election,  by  any  freeholder  who  shall  offer  to  freeholders* 
Tote  by  virtue  of  a  freehold,  registered  under  the  yearly  gjjh.  under 
value  of  twenty  pounds,  the  words  '  by  residing  thereon,'  voting.  UM 
or  the  words,  *  by  tilling  or  grazing  to  the  amount  of  forty 
shillings  yearly  value  thereof/  shall  respectively  be  in-' 
serted,  according  as  they  shall  have  been  inserted  in  the 

oath  taken,  or  affirmation  made,  for  the  registering  thereof. 

6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  clerk  of  the  *J0Jipej!,a5y 
peace  for  any  County,  county  of  a  city,  or  county  of  a  town,  pewaffor 
shall  omit  or  neglect  to  deliver  in  court  to  the  sheriff,  pre-  <""?  P>H- 
▼ions  to  the  commencement  of  the  poll,  the  books  of  re-  neglects  to  del 
gistry  which  by  the  said  act  he  is  require^  to  attend  with  0a'^sheij? 
and  so  deliver,  or  shall  omit  to  make  oath  respecting  the  oustotheponi 
same  in  manner  required  by  the  said  act,  such  clerk  of  the  JJf0„jfr5t51to 
peace  shall  forfeit,  for  every  book  so  omitted  to  be  deli-  other  togra&d 
vered,    the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds,  half  of  which  Jur7* 
shall  be  to  the  use  of  such  person  as  shall  sue  for  it, .  and 

die  other  half  to  such  use  as  the  grand  jury  thereof  shall, 
at  any  subsequent  assizes,  direct. 
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fX-JgP***       7.  And  be  it  enacted,  Thajt  there  shall  be  allowed  to 

man  than  i/-  «v«ry  acting  clerk  of  the  peace,  for  providing  and  prepar- 

a?aS2TvUDg  **&  an  affidavit  an^  certificate  of  registry  if  required  so  to 

and  certificate  do,  the  sum  of  one  shilling  and  no  more ;  and.  that  any 

of  registry,      clerk  of  the  peace,  attorney,  or  other  person  whatever, 

who  shall  demand,  receive,  or  take,  on  any  pretence  what* 

soever,  for  providing  and  preparing  any  such  affidavit  and 

certificate,  more  than  the  above  sum  of  one  shilling,  shall, 

for  every  such  offence,  forfeit  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds,  to 

any  person  who  shall  sue  for  the  same,  to  be  sued  for  and 

recovered,  in  like  manner  as  any  of  the  penalties  in  said 

recited  act  is  suable  for  and  recoverable. 

Freeholders        &•  And  be  it  enacted,  That  if  any  person  seised  of  a 

on  actual  ser-  freehold,  whether  consisting  of  a  rent-charge  or  not,  shall 

ormilitiaVmay  be  on  actual  service,  either  in  the  army  or  militia,  out  of 

thgiSareWhere  *°e  county>  town,  or  city  where  such  freehold  lies,  and 

terJcUn  San-  shall  take  and  subscribe  the  oath  or  affirmation  required  by 

reoteder*m  -*"  *****  recite(*  act» or  ti"8  present  act,  to  be  by  him  taken  for 
registering  such  freehold,  at  any  sessions  of  the  peace,  or 
adjournment  thereof,  held  in  the  county,  town,  or  city  .in 
which  he  shall  be  quartered  or  stationed,  stating  therein 
the  regiment,  battalion,  troop,  or  company  [as  the  case 
may  be]  to  which  he  belongs,  such  affidavit  shall  be  sab- 
scribed  by  two  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  presiding 
thereat,  and  countersigned  by  the  clerk  of  the  peace  for 
such  county,  town,  or  city,  who  shall  certify  that  the  corps 
in  which  he  serves  is  quartered  or  stationed  therein,  and 
such  oath  or  affirmation  so  subscribed  and  countersigned, 
may  be  produced  at  any  session  of  the  peace,  or  adjourn- 
ment thereof,  or  at  any  adjournment  of  an  adjonnuaent, 
held  in  the  county,  town,  or  city  in  which  such  freehold 
lies,  and  when  read  aloud  therein  in  open  court,  shall  be 
signed  by  two  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  presiding  there, 
and  shall  be  delivered  to  the  acting  clerk  of  the  peace,  to 
.  be  filed  and  kept  amongst  the  records  of  the  county,  and 
every  such  oath  or  affirmation  so  taken,  shall  be  of  equal 
effect  for  registering  such  freehold,  as  if  it  had  been  made 
at  the  sessions  of  the  peace  for  the  county  in  which  such 
SbheRfUeddaVltS  freehold  is  situated,  provided  such  affidavit  shall  have  been 
same  length  of  so  filed  the  same  length  of  time  previous  to  the  test  of  the 

o^presenVact  writ'  **  Dv  tne  laat  act>  or  this  present  act,  such  freehold 
required,  pre- is  required  to  be  registered,  in  order  to  entitle  such  person 

v!oustotestofto  VQte 

What  shall  be     9.  And  to  prevent  doubts  about  the  validity  of  sessions 

ket-town.01^  $**  registering  freeholds,  be  it  declared,  That  any  town  for 

the  holding  of  a  market,  in  which  his  majesty's  letters 

patent  have  been  granted,  or  shall  hereafter  be  granted,  or 

wherein  markets  have  been  held  by  prescription,  shall  be 

deemed  a  market-town,  and  is  a  marketrtown  within  the 

meaning  of  the  said  recited  act,  whether  markets  are  or 

shall  be  held  therein  or  not. 

au  session*        10.  A  Mi)  be  it  enacted,  That  all  sessions,  or  adjourn- 

men£%en£  menta  thereof,  or  adjournments  of  adjournments,  shall  b« 

ed  valid,  al-  deemed  good  and  valid  within  the  meaning  of  the  amid 
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recited  act,  and  this  present  act,  although  no  sheriff  or  sub-  though  no  she- 
sheriff  shall  have  attended,  or  shall  attend  at  such  sessions,  nff  attewtad- 
or  such  adjournments. 

11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  registry  of  any  Registry  not 
freehold  shall  not  be  impeached  on  account  of  any  irregu-  Jdbfoyn-p*llch' 
larity  in  the  holding  or  adjourning  of  any  sessions  from  laritym'seP1 
whence  the  sessions  at  which  such  freehold  shall  have  been  sions* 
registered,  shall  have  been  adjourned,  either  directly  or  by 

any  adjournment  of  adjournment,  provided  such  latter 
session  shall  have  been  duly  and  regularly  held  in  all  other 
respects. 

12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case  a  question  where  a  de- 
respecting  the  right  of  any  person   claiming  to  vote  shall  V*&  cm""* 
occur,  which  a  deputy  shall  not  think  himself  competent  to  whether? per- 
determine,  such  deputy  may  send  to  the  sheriff  or  sheriffs  son  has  a  right 
who  shall  preside  at  such  election,  stating  his  not  thinking  hemavsendto 
himself  competent    to    determine  such  person's  right  of  thJ  Wj^ 
voting,  in  every  which  case  such  sheriff  or  sheriffs  shall  ceiveo*  reject 
take  such  person's  poll,  and  receive  or  reject  his  vote,  ac-  *uch  votfi* 
cording  as  he  shall  be  qualified  or  not  to  vote  at  such  elec- 
tion, either  in  the  booth,  building,  or  other  place  where  he 

or  they  shall  take  the  poll,  or  in  the  booth,  building,  or 
other  place  appropriated  to  such  deputy,  as  he  or  they  shall 
judge  most  expedient,  any  thing  in  the  said  act  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding. 

13.  And  be   it  further  enacted,  That   every  returning  Returning  oi- 
officer  and  officers,  and  every  deputy,  shall  have  full  power,  pJ&esmaylS- 
and  he  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  administer  all  minister  all 
oaths  and  affirmations,  allowed  or  required  by  the  said  re-  JoSSwhohav» 
cited  act,  or  this  present  act,  to.be  administered  at  any  registered 
eleotion  for  a  member  or  members  to  serve  in  parliament,  ^here^r*01**3 
but  not  to  any  person  until  it  shall  appear  that  he  has  duly  quired, 
registered-  his  freehold  where  such  freehold  is  required  to 

be  registered,  in  order  to  entitle  him  to  vote, 

14.  And  whereas  it  is  enacted  by  the  said  act,  That  in  Where  there 
case  of  an  equality  of  voices  for  any  two  or  more  candidates  Jjf,  *J2  pT 
at  any  election,  the  returning  officer  shall  be  obliged  to  give  equal-number 
a  casting  voice ;  Be  it  enacted,  That  in  counties  of  towns  or  jfn^or^ap- 
cities  where  two  sheriffs  preside  as  returning  officers,  the  pointment 
sheriff  whose  name  stands  first  in  the  appointment  to  the  ^tmg*  voice! 
office  shall,  if  he  be  present,  give  such  casting  voice,  if  present. 

15.  And  be  it  enacted  and  declared,  That  no  person  Registries  not 
shall  be  deemed  unduly  or  not  properly  registered,  on  Account  of  be- 
account  of  the  affidavit  for  such  registry  not  being  on  ™g  umt^n^-d 
stamped  paper,  or  on  account  of  such  affidavit  not  having  IioudSTcourt. 
been  read  aloud  in  open  court. 

16.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  in  the  oath  required  to  be  Words  to  be^ 
taken  by  a  rent-charger,  either  for  the  purpose  of  regis-  £  recharge6 
tering  his  freehold,  or  when  he  shall  offer  to  poll,  the  » 1JotJTrauted 
words, '  granted  by  deed  bearing  date  the  day  of  y  e    ' 

,  in  the  year  ,'  may  be 

omitted  in  ease  such  rent-charge  shall  not  have  been, 
granted  by  deed,  and  the  particulars  of  the  title  of  such 
person  to  such  rent-charge  shall  be  inserted  in  the  room 
thereof. 

2o 
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By35G.3,c      17.  And  whereas  in  several  counties  of  cities  and  conn. 
hinds'  baro^°  ties  of  towns  in  this  kingdom,  the  denominations  of  towns, 
nies,  &c.  are    lands,  or  baronies,  are  not  in  use  :  and  whereas  by  the  act 
named  ;trec      of  the  35th  of  his  present  majesty,   [chap.  29.  sect.   31.] 
the  town-land  or  town-land sj  and  barony  or  half-barony, 
or  baronies  or  half-baronies  wherein  the  freehold  is  situ- 
ated, are  directed  to  be  named  in  the  oath  for  registering 
registry  of  a    the  same  :  Be  it  declared  and  enacted,  That  the  registry 
freehold  in  a  of  any  freehold  situated  in  any  county  of  a  city,  or  county 
ri'tyUtorofa    of  a  town  in  which  the  denominations  of  town-lands  or 
town,  where    baronies  are  not  in  use,  shall  be  to  all  intents  good  and 
tions  of"town-  effectual,  although  the  affidavit  of  registry  does  not  name 
lands  or  baro-  anv  town-land  or  town-lands,  barony  or  half-barony,  or 
use!  shall  be  baronies  or  half-baronies,  in  which  such  freehold  is  situated ; 

the5ithatow~-  an(*  *nat  *n  tne  oa^n  t0  token  by  such  freeholder  before 
lands,  Arc^aTe  the  returning  officer,  or  his  deputy,  at  the  time  of  election, 
nor  nare  they  **  shall  not  be  necessary  either  to  name  the  town-land,  or 
to  be  named  barony  or  half-barony,  provided  the  freehold  out  of  which 
be  takerfat'0  8ucn  freeholder  claims  to  vote,  shall  be  situated  in  any 
election.  county  of  a  city,  or  county  of  a  town,  in  which  the  deno- 
mination of  town  lands  or  baronies  are  not  in  use. 
Oath  to  be  18.  A  nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  candidate  or 

taken  by  per-   elector  shall  desire  it,  every  person  offering  to  vote  at  any 
to°vote,  i"re-  election,  shall,  before  he  be  admitted  to  vote,  take  the  oath 

quired  'by  a       following  : 

eiTctor.ateor  'IA.B.  do  swear,  [or  if  a  quaker,  do  affirm,]  that 
I  am,  to  the  best  of  my  belief,  of  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years/ 

Which  oath  or  affirmation  every  returning  officer  or  offi- 
cers, or  his  or  their  deputy  or  deputies,  are  hereby  required 
and  empowered  to  administer,  either  by  itself,  or  in  addi- 
tion to  any  other  oath  or  affirmation  which  may  be  ten- 
dered to  such  elector. 
Papists  who        19«  And  be  it  enacted  and  declared,  That  any  papist  or 
shall  have       person  professing  the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  who  shall 
scrfbedntii|ub"  have  tftken  and  subscribed,  or  who  shall  hereafter  take  and 
oaths  and  de-  subscribe,  at  any  time  previous  to  the  test  of  the  writ  for 
herdnnamed  holding  the  election  at  which  such  person  shall   offer  to 
previous  to  '  poll,  the  oaths  and  declarations  contained  in  an  act  passed 
deemed^1'     m  tne  thirteenth  and   fourteenth  years  of  his  present  ma- 
have  taken     jesty's  reign,  entitled,  '  An   act  to  enable  his  majesty's 
rfaratlous  to"  subjects,  of  whatever  persuasion,   to  testify  their  allegi- 

votetlethenxto  ance  t0  n*m>'  an<*  a^80  an  act  Pa8se<*  m  tne  thirty-third 
year  of  his  present  majesty's  reign,  entitled,  *  An  act  for 

the  relief  of  his  majesty's  popish,  or  Roman  Catholic  sub- 
jects of  Ireland,'  in  some  one  of  his  majesty's  four  courts 
in  Dublin,  or  at  the  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  or  at 
any  adjournment  thereof,  or  at  any  adjournment  of  adjourn- 
ment thereof,  to  be  holden  for  the  county,  city,  -  or  town, 
wherein  such  papist,  or  person  professing  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic religion,  doth  inhabit  and  dwell,  or  before  the  going 
judge  or  judges  of  assize  in  the  county  wherein  such 
papist,  or  person  professing  the  Roman  Catholic  religion, 
doth  inhabit  and  dwell,  in  open  court,  shall  be  deemed  to 
have  taken  and  subscribed  such  oaths  and  declaration 
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within  the  meaning  of  said  last-recited  act,  and  this  pre- 
sent act,  in  order  to  entitle  him  to  vote  at  such  election  : 
Provided  always,   that  nothing    herein  contained    shall  such  pcrecns. 
extend  to  entitle  such  person  to  vote,  unless  he  shall  pro-  shall  produce 
duce  to  the  sheriff,  or  other  returning  officer,  a  certificate  of  2eritfs?tes  to 
his  having  taken  and  subscribed  said  oath  and  declaration, 
as  by  said  act  and  this  present  act  required. 

20.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  every  election  or  return  of  Election  of 
any  persons  to  serve  in  parliament,  who  shall  be  under  the  persons  under 
age  of  twenty-one  years,  shall  be  deemed  null  and  void,  ^  void?  and 
and  that  if  it  shall  be  determined  by  any  committee  of new. writs  is-  • 
the  house  of  commons,  who  shall  try  any  petition  presented su    ' 
against  any  such  election  or  return,  that  such  person  was 
under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  on  the  day  of  such  elec- 
tion, a  new  writ  shall  forthwith  issue  for  the  election  of 
another  person  in  his  place. 


Anno  39°  &  40°  Georgii  III.  Cap.  67. 

An  Act  for  the  Union  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

A.  D.  1800. 
Article  4. 

That- all  questions  touching  the  election  of  members  to  Questions 
ait,  on  the  part  of  Ireland,  in  the  house  of  commons  of  the  Section^)? e 
united  kingdom,  shall  be  heard  and  decided  in  the  same  members  to 
manner    as    questions  touching  such  elections   in   Great  gjjj  Jfecom- 
Britain  now  are,  or  at  any  time  hereafter  shall,  by  law,  be  moos  of  the 
heard  and  decided,  subject,  nevertheless,  to  such  particular  dSm^thf" 
regulations  in  respect  of  Ireland,  as,  from  local  circum-  part  of  ire- 
stances,  the  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom  may,  from  iecidedas1  be 
time  to  time,  deem  expedient.  questions 

That  the  qualifications,  in  respect  of  property  of  mem-  JS§£g  JJ1* 
bers  elected  on  the  part  of  Ireland, 'to  sit  in  the  house  of  Great  Britain. 
commons  of  the  united  kingdom,  shall  be  respectively  and  their  qua- 
the  same  as  are  now  provided  by  law  in  the  cases  of  elec-  JJ>spec?o?  Mo- 
tions for  counties,  and  cities,  and  boroughs,  respectively,  perty,  shall  i>« 
in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England,  unless  any  England6.**  W1 
other  provision  shall  hereafter  be  made  in  that  respect,  by 
act  of  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom. 


Anno 40°  Georgii  III.  Cap.  80. 

An  Act  to  explain  and  amend  an  Act  passed  in  the  Thirty- 
fifth  Year  of  his  present  Majesty's  Reign,  intituled,  An 
Act  for  regulating  the  Election  of  Members  to  serve  in 
Parliament,  and  for  repealing  the  several  Acts  therein 
mentioned  ;  and  to  explain  and  amend  an  Act  passed  in  the 
Thirty-seventh  Year  of  said  Heign,  intituled,  An  Act  for 
the  further  Regulation  of  the  Election  of  Members  to  serve 
in  Parliament,  A.  D.  1800. 

Whereas  an  act  passed  in  the  thirty-fifth  year  of  his  Recital  35  u.& 
present  majesty's  reign,  intituled,  *  An  act  for  regulating 
Xhe  election  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament,  and  for 
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Recitait37G3. 


Doubts  as  to 
city  and  parts 
of  liberties  of 
Londonderry, 
and  also  town 
and  part  of  li- 
berties of 
Coleraine ; 


doubts  as  to 
registry  of 
freeholds  in 
said  places; 


said  places 
shall  be  consi 
dered  as  sepa 
rate,  half-ba- 
ronies. 


Sheriffs  of 
Londonderry 
shall  cause 
two  separate 
booths  to  be 
erected,  or 
hire  two 
buildings, 
when  neces- 
sary, for  said 
places,  and 
shall  appoint 
a  clerk  and 
deputy  for 
each. 


repealing  the  several  acts  therein  mentioned :'  and  whereas 
an  act  passed  in  the  thirty-seventh  year  of  the  said  reign, 
intituled,  *  An  act  for  the  farther  regulation  of  members 
to  serve  in  parliament/  and  \t  is  necessary  to  explain  and 
amend  the  same ;  and  whereas  by  said  act  it  is  required, 
that  every  freeholder  of  any  county,  registering  his  free- 
hold, shall  in  the  oath  or  affirmation  to  be  by  him  taken  for 
that  purpose,  set  oat  the  barony  or  half-barony  wherein 
such  freehold  is  situated :  and  whereas  doubts  hare  arisen, 
whether  the  city  of  Londonderry,  and  that  part  of  the 
liberties  thereof  which  is  situate  and  lying  on  the  north- 
west side  of  the  river  Foyle;  and  also,  whether  the  town 
of  Coleraine,  and  that  part  of  the  liberties  thereof  which 
is  situate  and  lying  on  the  north-east  side  of  the  river 
Bann,  in  the  county  of  Londonderry,  are  comprised  or 
included  in  any  barony  or  half-barony  in  the  said  county 
of  Londonderry,  or  are,  in  themselves,  respectively,  baro- 
nies or  half-baronies,  for  the  purposes  of  registering  of 
freeholds  within  the  provisions  of  the  said  recited  acts: 
and  whereas  doubts  have  likewise  arisen,  whether  any 
freeholder,  whose  freehold  is  situate  in  the  said  city  of 
Londonderry,  and  in  the  said  part  of  the  liberties  thereof, 
or  in  the  said  town  of  Coleraine,  and  in  the  said  part  of  the 
liberties  thereof,  and  who  has  registered  his  freehold  as 
being  so  situate,  is  entitled  by  virtue  of  such  registry, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  said  acts,  to  vote  at  any  elec- 
tion for  a  knight  or  knights  of  the  shire  to  serve  in  par- 
liament, for  the  said  county  of  Londonderry ;  Be  it  there- 
fore enacted,  &c.  That,  from  and  after  the  passing;  of  this 
act,  the  said  city  of  Londonderry,  and  that  part  of  the  said 
liberties  thereof,  situate  and  lying  on  the  north-west  side  of 
the  river  Foyle  and  the  said  town  of  Coleraine,   and  that 
part  of  the  said  liberties  ^hereof,  situate  and  lying  on  the 
;  north-east  side  of  the  river  Bann,  shall  be  considered  as 
separate  and  distinct  half-baronies  of  the  said  county  of 
Londonderry,  for  the  purposes  within  the  meaning  of  said 
acts,  notwithstanding  any  law,  custom,  or  usage  to  the 
contrary. 

2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sheriffs  of  the 
said  city  and  county  of  Londonderry,  when  they  have 
reason  to  apprehend  a  contest,  or  shall  be  required,  by  any 
candidate  at  any  election  to  be  held  by  them,  as  in  the  said 
act  is  mentioned,  shall  cause  to  be  erected  two  separate 

•  booths,  or  hire  two  separate  buildings,  one  for  the  city  of 
Londonderry^  and  said  part  of  the  said  liberties  thereof, 
and  one  for  the  town  of  Coleraine,  and  the  said  part  of  the 
said  liberties  thereof,  exclusive  of  the  several  other  booths 
or  buildings  required  in  and  by  the  said  acts  to  be  erected 
or  hired  for  the  several  baronies  and  halfrbaronies  in  and 
within  the  said  county ;  and  in  every  other  respect,  with 

•  regard  to  the  said  city,  and  said  part  of  said  liberties  and 
said  town,  and  said  part  of  said  liberties  respectively,  shall 
pursue  the  same  rules  and  regulations  as  are  prescribed 
thereby  for  baronies  or  half-baronies,  and  shall  appoint  a 
clerk  and  deputy  for  said  city,  and  said  part  of  the  said 


APPENDIX.]  40  G.  III.   CAP.  80.  [IRELAND.  CCXXXi 

liberties  thereof,  and  for  the  said  town,  and  the  said  part 
of  the  said  liberties  thereof,  respectively,  in  the  like 
manner  as  in  and  by  said  acts  is  directed  respecting  the 
several  baronies  or  half-baronies  therein  mentioned. 

3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  on  every  election  for  Freeholders  of 
a  knight  or  knights  of  the  shire  for  the   said  county  of  gJali  bepoiled 
Londonderry,  every  freeholder  whose  freehold  shall  be  re-  at  their  resper- 
gistered  as  situate  in  the  said  city  of  Londonderry,  and  u™  booths" 
the  said  part  of  the  said  liberties  thereof,  or  in  the  said 

town  of  Coleraine,  and  the  said  part  of  the  said  liberties 
thereof,  and  offering  to  vote,  shall  be  polled  in  the  booth, 
building,  or  place  respectively  appropriated  to  said  city, 
'  and  the  said  part  of  the  said  liberties  thereof,  or  for  the 
said  town,  and  the  said  part  of  the  said  liberties  thereof, 
as  the  case  may  be,  as  fully  and  effectually  as  if  the  same 
were  baronies  or  half-baronies  within  the  meaning  of  said 
acts. 

4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  the  registry  of  all  Words,  baro- 
freeholds   situate  in  the  said  city  of  Londonderry,  or  in  rqay[&x! &cl 
the  said  part  of  the  said  liberties  thereof,  or  in  the   said  may' be  omit- 
town  of  Coleraine,  or  said  part  of  the  said  liberties  thereof,  0fdfrceKdsry 
respectively,  the  words,  barony  or  half-barony,  baronies  or  in  said  places, 
half-baronies,  town-land  or  town-lands,  as  directed  in  the  herein°sha!i 
said  acts  to  be  mentioned  in  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  the  be  inserted  in 
person  registering  the  same,  shall  be  omitted  therein,  and  the,r  place ; 
the  words,  city  of  Londonderry,  or  that  part  of  the  liber- 

ties  thereof  situate  and  lying  on  the  north-west  side  of  the 
river  Foyie,  or  town  of  Coleraine,   or  that  part  of   the 
liberties  thereof  situate  and  lying  on  the  north-east  side  of 
the  river  Bann,  as  the  case  may  be,  shall  be  respectively 
inserted  in  their  place,  and  that  such  registry  shall  be,  to 
all  intents,  good  and  effectual,  any  thing  in  said  acts  con- 
tained to  the  contrary  notwithstanding :  provided  always,  part  to  be  r<- 
That  that  part  of  the  liberties  of  the  said  city  of  London-  gjj/i^f,  § 
derry,  situate  and  lying  on  the  north-east  side  of  the  river  i^rkier?"*  ° 
Foyle,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  as  part  of  the  half-barony 
of  Terkeerin,  in  the  said  county  of  Londonderry,  and  that 
all  freeholds  situate  in  the  said  last-menlioned  part  of  said 
liberties,  shall  be  henceforth  registered  pursuant  to  the  pro- 
visions of  said  acts,  as  being  and  lying  in  the  said  half- 
barony  of  Terkeerin ;  and  also  that  that  part  of  the  liberties  part  in  half. 
of  Coleraine,  situate  on  the  north-west  side  of  the  river  cokrline' 
Bann,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  as  part  of  the  half-barony 
of  Coleraine,  and  that  all  freeholds  situate  in  the  said  last- 
mentioned  part  of  the  said  liberties  of  Coleraine,  shall  be 
henceforth  registered,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  said  - 
acts,  as  being  and  lying  in  the  said  half-barony  of  Coleraine. 

5.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  Freeholds  not 
freehold  registered  since  the  passing  of  said  acts,  or  either  unduiyere"fs-   • 
of  them,  and  situate  and  lying  within  the  said  city  and  li-  tered. 
berties  of  Londonderry,  or  the  said  town  and  liberties  of 
Coleraine,  shall  be  deemed  to  be  unduly,  or  not  properly 
registered,  for  or  on  account  of  the  omission  or  insertion  in 
the  oath  or  affirmation  taken  or  made  in  order  to  register 
the  same,  of  the  words  barony  or  baronies,  half-barony  or 

2g2   • 
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half-baronies,  for  or  on  account  of  the  said  city  and  liberties 
of  Londonderry,  or  said  town  and  liberties  of  Coleraine, 
hot  being  mentioned  or  described  therein,  or  for  or  on  ac- 
count of  their  being  improperly  mentioned  or  described 
therein,  bnt  that  every  person  whose  freehold  being  situate 
in  the  said  city  and  liberties  of  Londonderry,  or  in  said 
town  and  liberties  of  Coleraine,  shall  have  been  so  re- 
gistered, shall,  notwithstanding  such  omission  or  insertion, 
be  admitted  to  vote  at  any  election  for  a  knight  or  knights 
of  the  shire  for  the  said  county  of  Londonderry,  to  serve  in 
parliament,  the  test  of  the  writ  for  holding  of  which  election 
shall  bear  date  before  the  first  day  of  May,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  one,  and  no  longer. 
5oo/.  penalty       6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  clerk  of  the 
peace  for  neg-  peace  shall  omit  or  neglect  to  keep  any  of  the  books  of  re- 
jecting to  keep  gistry  of  freeholders  in  the  manner  and  form  prescribed  by 
fistryV or'fo    *aw>  or  to  file  any  affidavit  or  affirmation  delivered  to  him 
file  affidavits ;  by  the  court  to  be  filed,  he  shall,  for  every  such  offence, 
forfeit  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds,  to  be  recovered 
against  him  by  any  freeholder  who  shall  sue  for  the  same  by 
action,  bill,  plaint,  or  information,  in  any  of  his  majesty's 
courts  of  record,  in  which  no  essoign,  wager  at  law,  nor 
more  than  one  imparlance  shall  be  allowed;  and  if  any 

cTertfitf  peace  clerk  of  the  Peace  sha11  destroy,  or  wilfully  or  negligently 
tor  transgres-  permit  to  be  destroyed,  or  shall  maliciously,  fraudulently, 
described"11    cornlP^y>  OT  wilfully  make  or  permit,  or  suffer  to  be  made, 
any  alteration,  erasure,  obliteration,  or  interlineation  in  any 
such  books  of  registry,  or  neglect  to  attend  by  himself,  or 
his  sufficient  deputy,  at  any  election  for  a  member  or  mem- 
bers' to  serve  in  parliament  for  any  county,  town,  or  city, 
with  all  and  singular  the  books  of  the  registry  of  the  free- 
holders therein,  and  the  affidavits  on  which  the  same  are 
formed,  and  to  remain  there  during  the  whole  continuance 
of  such  election,  he  shall,  upon  being  duly  convicted  there- 
of, be  adjudged  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  shall  be  im- 
prisoned for  three  years,  or  suffer  such  other  punishment  as 
the  court  shall  think  fit,  and  shall  be  for  ever  after  incapable 
of  holding  the  office  of  clerk  of  the  peace. 


Anno  41<>  Georgii  III.  Cap.  52. 

An  Act  for  declaring  what  Persons  shall  be  disabled  from 
silting  and  voting  in  the  House  of  Commons  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  ;  and  also  for  ear' 

'  tying  into  effect  Part  of  the  Fourth-  Article  of  the  Union 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,'  by  providing  in  what  Cases, 
Persons  holding  Offices  or  Places  of  Profit  under  the 
Crown  of  Ireland  shall  be  incapable  of  being  Members  of 
the  House  of  Commons  of  the  Parliament  of  the  said 
United  Kingdom,  A.  D.  1801. 

Whereas  by  an  act,  made  in  the  session  of  parliament 

held  in  the  thirty-ninth  and  fortieth  years  of  the  reign  of 

39  &  40  G.  3.  his  present  majesty,  intituled,  '  An  aet  for  the   union  of 

c>  ,j7  *  Great  Britain  and  Ireland/  it  was  amongst  other  things 
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provided,  that  the  said  kingdoms  of  Great  Bfitahi  and 
Ireland    should,  upon  the  first  day  of  January,  in  the 
year  of  oar  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  one,  and 
for  ever  after,  be  united  into  one  kingdom,  by  the  name 
of— the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  ;  and 
that  the  said  united  kingdom  should  be  represented  in  one 
and  the  same  parliament,  to  be  styled — the  parliament  of 
the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland :  and 
whereas  it  is  expedient  fully  to  declare  in  what  cases  per- 
sons are  and  shall  be  disabled  from,  or  incapable  of,  sitting 
and  voting  in  the  house  of  commons  of  the  said  parliament 
of  the  said  united  kingdom:  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  &c.  all  persons  dis- 
That,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  all  persons  Jng  ^Brffoh 
disabled  from,  or  incapable  of,  being  elected,  or  sitting  parliaments 
and  voting  in  the  house  of  commons  of  any  parliament  of  tJEd  tromi9St- 
Great  Britain,  shall  be  disabled  from,  and  be  incapable  of  ting  in  the 
being  elected,  or  sitting  and  Voting  in  the  house  of  com-  JSnfL'meml 
mons  of  any  parliament  of  the  united  kingdom,  as  knights,  bers  for  Great 
citizens,  or  burgesses   f6r  any  county,   stewartry,    city,  Britain- 
borough,  cinque  port,  town,  or  place,  in  that  part  of  the 
united  kingdom  called  Great  Britain. 

2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  from  and  after  the  Ail  i*«ons 
passing  of  this  act,  all  persons  disabled  from,  or  incapable  simng  in  Irish 
of,  being  elected,  or  sitting  and  voting  in  the  house  of  com-  pvitamnrts, 
mons,  of  any  parliament   of  Ireland,  shall  be  disabled  bled  from'sit- 
from,  and  be  incapable  of,  being  elected,  or  sitting  and  vot-  tin*  for  ire- 
ing  in  the  house  of  commons  of  any  parliament  of  the  *n  ' 
united  kingdom,  as  knights,  citizens,  or  burgesses  for  any 
county,  city,  borough,  town,  or  place,  in  that  part  of  the 
united  kingdom  called  Ireland. 

'    3.  Provided  nevertheless,  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  Persons  disa- 
be  construed  to  enable  persons,  heretofore  disabled  by  any  S^J&Jtaf, 
act  of  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  from  sitting  and  shall  not  here- 
voting  in  the  house  of  commons  of  Great  Britain,  to  sit  or  toifStl? 
vote  in  the  house  of  commons  of  the  said  parliament  of  the  land,  nor  « 
said  united  kingdom,  as  knights,  citizens,  or  burgesses  for  €antTa- 
any  county,  city,  borough,  town,  or  place  in  that  part  of 
the  united  kingdom  called  Ireland :  nor  to  enable  persons, 
heretofore  disabled  by .  any  acts  of  the  parliament  of  Ire- 
land, from  sitting  and  voting  in  the  house  of  commons  of 
Ireland,  to  sit  or  vote  in  the  house  of  commons  of  the  par- 
liament of  the  said  united  kingdom,  as  knights;  citizens,  or 
burgesses  for  any  county,  stewartry,  city,  borough,  cinque 
port,  town,  or  place,  in  that  part  of  the  united  kingdom 
called  Great  Britain. 

4.  And  whereas  by  the  said  act  for  the  union  of  Great 
-Britain  and  Ireland,  it  was,  amongst  other  things,  provided, 
That,  «  until  an  act  shall  have  passed  in  the  parliament 
of  the  united  kingdom,  providing  in  what  cases  persons 
holding  offices,  or  places  of  profit  under  the  crown  of  Ire- 
land, shall  be  incapable  of  being  members  of  the  house  of 
commons  of  the  united  kingdom,  no  greater  number  of  mem- 
tiers  than  twenty  holding  such  offices  or  places  as  afore- 
said, -shall  be  capable  of  sitting  in  the  said  house  of  com- 
mons of  the  united  kingdom;'  be  it  therefore  further  enacted, 
That  from  and  after  the  dissolution  or  other  determination 
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Person8  jho    of  this  present  parliament,  no  person  or  persons  who  shall, 
tain  placesTn   °y  himself  or  his  deputy,  or  any  other  in  trust  for  him,  or 
Jreland.  shall  for  his  benefit,  take,  hold,  enjoy,  or  execute,  or  continue  to 
r'rom^sittkig  in  hold,  enjoy,  or  execute,  any  of  the  offices,  employments,  or 
Hiiy  future       places  of  profit  herein-after  mentioned,  in  or  for  that  part 
the  united  °    of  the  united  kingdom  called  Ireland,  shall  be  capable  of 
kingdom,  viz.  being  elected  or  chosen  a  member  of,  or  of  sitting  or  voting 
as  a  member  of  the  house  of  commons  of  any  parliament  of 
the  said  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in 
any  parliament  which  shall  hereafter  be  summoned  and 
hoiden  ;  (that  is  to  say), 
commissioners      No  person  who  shall  be  commissioner  of  customs,  excise, 
of  customs,      or  stamps,  or  who  shall  be  concerned,  directly  or  indirectly, 
btamps,&c;    in  the  farming,  collecting,  or  managing  any  of  the  sums  of 
money,  duties,  or  other  aids  heretofore  granted,  or  which 
shall  hereafter  be  granted  by  any  act  of  parliament  to  his 
except  trea-     majesty,  his  heirs,  or  successors  (except  the  commissioners 
sury;  of  the  treasury,  and  their  secretary.) 

commissioners      Nor  any  person  who  shall  be  a  commissioner  for.  deter- 
ot  appeals;      mining  appeals  concerning  the  said  duties  of  customs,  ex- 
cise, or  stamps,  or  for  controuling  or  auditing  the  account 
of  the  said  duties,  (except  the  auditor-general  of  the  ex- 
chequer:) 
commissioners      Nor  any  person  who  shall  be  a  commissioner  of  imprest 

ot  accounts;      accounts: 

army  agents ;       Nor  any  agent  for  any  regiment : 

contractors.  Nor  any  person  who  shall,  directly  or  indirectly,  him- 
self, or  by  any  person  whatsoever  in  trust  for  him,  or  for 
his  use  or  benefit,  or  on  his  account,  undertake,  execute, 
hold,  or  enjoy,  or  cohlinue  to  execute,  bold,  or  enjoy,  in  the 
whole  or  in  part,  any  contract,  agreement,  or  commission 
made  or  entered  into  under  or  from  the  commissioners  of  his 
majesty's  treasury  in  Ireland,  or  with  any  one  or  more  of 
such  commissioners  of  his  majesty's  treasury  in  Ireland,  or 
with  any  one  or  more  of  such  commissioners,  or  with 
any  other  person  or  persons  whomsoever,  for  or  on 
account  of  the  public  service  in  Ireland;  or  uho  shall 
knowingly  and  willingly  furnish  or  provide,  in  pursuance 
of  any  such  agreement,  contract,  or  commission  which  he 
or  they  shall  have  made  and  entered  into  as  aforesaid,  any 
money  to  be  remitted  abroad,  or  any  wares  or  merchandize, 
to  be  used  or  employed  in  the  service  of  the  public,  during 
the  time  that  he  shall  execute,  hold,  or  enjoy  any  such 
contract,  agreement,  or  commission,  or  any  part  or  shaie 
thereof,  or  any  benefit  or  employment  arising  from  the  same, 
ExcepVmem-  (except  persons  who  shall  be  members  of  any  incorporated 
companies!1^  trading  company  now  existing  or  established  in  Ireland, 
such;  '  and  consisting  of  more  than  ten  persons,  so  far  as  relates  to 
any  contract,  agreement,  or  commission,  which  now  is  or 
shall,  or  may  hereafter  be  made,  entered  into,  or  accepted 
by  such  company,  in  its  corporate  capacity,  for  the  genera) 
benefit  of  such  incorporation  or  company :) 
deputies  or  ^oa  anv  deputies  or  clerks  in  any  of  the  several  ouices 

clerks  in  cer-   following:  that  is  to  say,  the  office  of  lord  high  treasurer, 
tain  othces.     or  ^ie  commissioners  of  the  treasury,  (except  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury ;)  or  of  the  auditor  of  receipt  of  his  majesty's 
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exchequer,  or  of  the  tellers  of  the  exchequer,  or  of  the  chan* 
cellor  of  the  exchequer,  (eicept  the  secretary  of  the  chan- 
cellor  of  the  exchequer ;)  or  of  the  commissioners  of  stamps, 
or  of  the  commissioners  of  appeals. 

5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  from  and  after  the  SSf!3wSSJ» 
dissolution  or  other  determination  of  this  present  parlia-  under  the  lord 
ment,  no  person  who  shall  have  in  his  own  name,  or  in  the  Jh13fin*Siture 
name  of  any  person  or  persons  in  trust  for  him  or  his  be  disabled ; 
benefit,  any  office  or  place  of  profit,  from  or  by  the  nomina- 
tion or  appointment,  or  by  any  appointment  subject  to  the 
approbaation   of  the   lord-lieutenant,   lord-deputy,    lord 
justices,   or   other  chief  governor  or  governors    of  that 
part  of  the  united  kingdom  called  Ireland,   created  or 
erected  at  any  time  after  the  passing  of  an  act  of  the  parlia- 
ment of  Ireland,  in  the  thirty-third  year  of  the  reign  of  his 
present  majesty,  intituled,  *  An  act  for  securing  the  freedom  gkj  **:?* 
and  independence  of  the  house  of  commons,  by  excluding 
therefrom  persons  holding  any  offices  under  the  crown,  to 
be  hereafter  cheated,  or  holding  certain  offices  therein  enu- 
merated, or  pensions  for  terms  of  years,  or  during  his  ma- 
jesty's pleasure/  shall  be  capable  of  being  elected-  or  chosen 
a  member  of,  or  of  sitting  or  voting  as  a  member  of  the  house 
of  commons,  of  any  parliament  of  the  said  united  kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  any  parliament  which  shall 
hereafter  be  summoned  and  holden. 

.    6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  hereby  Disabled  per- 
declared  to  be  disabled  from,  or  rendered  incapable  of,  sit-  !ngSto?ftuin 
ting  or  voting  in  the  house  of  commons,  shall  nevertheless  I^,1hmentthe 
be  elected  or  returned  as  a  member  to  serve  in  parliament  for  Jenaiues'un-* 
any  county,  stewartry,  city,  borough,  cinque  port,  town,  or  4eT1$JIlier 
place,  in  any  part  of  the  said  united  kingdom,  such  election  i/bhacts ;    , 
or  return  are  hereby  enacted  and  declared  to  be  void,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  whatsoever ;  and  if  any  person  or  per- 
sons so  hereafter  elected  or  returned,  and  declared  to  be 
disabled  or  to  be  rendered  incapable  by  this  act  to  be  elect- 
ed, shall  presume  to  sit  or  vote  as  a  member  of  the  said 
house  of  commons,  such  person  or  persons,  so  sitting  or  vot- 
ing, shall  incur  such  pains,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  as  are 
inflicted  or  imposed  by  the  several  acts  of  parliament  here- 
tofore passed  in  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  for  disabling  or 
incapacitating  such  persons  from  sitting  in  the  parliaments 
of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland  respectively;  and  if  such  per-  SSdwiSs^ 
son  or  persons  shall  be  disabled  or  incapacitated,  by  the  shall  forfeit 
having,  holding,  or  accepting  of  any  office,  employment,  or  500/'  veT  day" 
place  of  profit,  in  this  act  enumerated  and  particularized, 
then  and  in  such  case,  such  person  or  persons  so  sitting  or 
voting,  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds  for  every 
day  in  which  he  shall  sit  or  vote  in  the  said  house;  to  be 
recovered  by  such  person  as  shall  sue  for  the  same  in  any 
court  of  record  in  any  part  of  the  said  united  kingdom,  by 
action  of  debt,  bill,  plaint,  or  information,  wherein  no  es- 
soign,  protection,  or  wager  of  law  shall  be  allowed,  and  only 
one  imparlance. 

7.  Provided  always*  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  and  de- 
clared, That  nothing  in  this  act  shall,  during  the  con- 
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Act  shall  not  tinuance  of  this  present  parliament,  extend,  or  be  construed 
thispariia-"11*  to  extend  or  relate  to,  or  shall  exclude  or  disable  any  per- 
meDth  £r  per* 80n  or  Per8ons  holding  offices  or  places  of  profit  under  the 
such  o°ffic«sgor  crown  of  Ireland ;  so  nevertheless,  that  no  greater  number 
places;  but  no  than  twenty  of  the  persons  holding  such  offices  or  places  as 
^uchTperaons    aforesaid,  shall  be  capable  of  sitting  in  the  said  house  of 
shall  sit.        commons ;  and  so  that  no  person  holding  any  such  office  or 
place  shall  be  capable  of  being  elected,  or  of  sitting  in  the 
said  house,  while  there  are  twenty  persons  holding  such  of- 
fices or  places  sitting  in  the  said  house. 
Act  "MJ110^      8.  Provided  also,  and  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  and 
ceslSeld  for  ~  declared,  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  extend,  or  be  con- 
1  oo<i0beihring  8*ruec*  *°  exclude  any  person  having  or  holding  any  office, 
yiour,  except  place,  or  employment  for  life,  or  for  so  long  as  he  shall  be- 
c«M»rtain '      ^ave  n'mse^  weH  *n  h*s  office  (other  and  except  the  com- 
missioners of  imprest  accounts,  and  all  persons  concerned 
in  the  managing,  collecting,  or  farming  of  any  sums  of  mo- 
ney,  duties,  or  other  aids  granted,  or  to  be  granted  to  his 
majesty,  his  heirs,  or  successors ;)  any  thing  herein  contained 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
Member  ac-        9.  Provided  always,  That  if  any  person  being  chosen  a 
on?oenwha?    member  of  the  house  of  commons,  shall,  from  and  after  the 
ever  from  the  passing  of  this  act,  accept  of  any  office  of  profit  whatever, 
iieutenant,&c.  immediately  and  directly  from  the  crown  of  the  said  united 
•hajFv"11^     kingdom,  or  by  the  nomination  or  appointment,  or  by  any 
bis  seat.  other  appointment,  subject  to  the  approbation  of  the  lord- 

lieutenant,  lord-deputy,  lord  justices,  or  other  chief  gover- 
nor or  governors  of  that  part  of  the  said  united  kingdom 
called  Ireland,  his  seat  shall  thereupon  become  vacant,  and 
a  writ  shall  issue  for  a  new  election :  provided  nevertheless, 
That  such  person  (if  he  be  not  incapacitated  by  any  thing 
herein-before  contained)  shall  be  capable  of  being  again 
*  elected  to  be  a  member  of  the  house  of  commons  for  the 

place  for  which  he  had  been  member,  or  for  any  other  place 
sending  members  to  the  house  of  commons. 

Anno  41°  Georgii  III.  Cap.  101. 

An  Act  for  regulating,  until  the  first  day  of  May,  1802,  the 
Trial  of  controverted  Elections,  or  Returns  of  Members  to 
serve  in  the  United  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land ;  and  for  regulating  the  Qualification  of  Members  to 
serve  in  the  said  United  Parliament.  A.  D.  1801. 

23.  Provided  always,  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained 
shall  extend  or  be  construed  to  extend,  to  require  any  such 
qualification  as  aforesid,  (L  e.  a  qualification  by  estate,  see 
59  G.  3.  c.  37.)  on  the  part  of  the  member  to  be  from  time 
to  time  elected  and  returned  by  the  college  of  the  Holy 
Trinity  in  Dublin,  any  thing  herein  contained  to  the  con- 
trary in  anywise  notwithstanding. 


Anno  42<>  Georgii  III.  Cap.  106. 

An  Act  for  regulating  the  Trial  of  controverted  Elections  or 

Returns  of  Members  to  serve  in  the  United  Parliament  for 

Ireland.  A.  D.  1802. 

4i  g.  s.  c.  ioi.      Whereas  an  act  was  passed  in  the  last  session  of  parlia- 
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ment,  intituled, 4  An  act  for  regulating,  until  the  first  day 
of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two,  the  trial  of 
controverted  elections  or  returns  of  members  to  serve  in  the 
united  parliament  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  for  that 
part  of  the  united  kingdom  called  Ireland ;  and  for  regulat- 
ing the  qualification  of  members  to  serve  in  the  said  united  . 
parliament ;'  which  act,  so  far  as  the  same  related  to  Such 
controverted  elections  or  returns,  is  now  expired ;  and  it  is 
expedient  that  other  provisions  should  be  made  for  the  re- 
gulating the  trial  of  such  pon  trover  ted  elections  or  returns; 
be  it  therefore  enacted,  &c.  That,  from  and  after  the  pass-  ah  reguia-  ' 
ing  of  this  act,  all  and  every  the  rules,  regulations,  autho-  tions  pre-     i 
rities,  and  powers  heretofore  given  or  prescribed  by  any  act  British  acts 
or  acts  of  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  and  in  force  at  the  in  force  at  the 
time  of  the  passing  of  the  act  for  the  union  of  Great  Britain  tog^titicSf" 
and  Ireland,  with  respect  to  petitions  presented  to  the  to  the  house  of 
house  of  commons,  complaining  of  undue  elections  or  re-  complaining 
turns  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament,  or  complaining  of  °.f  undue  elec- 
tbe  omission  or  insufficiency  of  any  such  return,  and  with  turns,  &c.r°ex- 
jtespect  to  petitions^of  persons  desiring  to  oppose  any  right  tend?d  to  such 
of  election,   or  any  right  of  choosing,  nominating,    or  ap-  the  united  par- 
pointing  returning  officers,  which  shall  have  been  deemed  liatnen.t  from 
valid  by  the  determination  of  any  select  committee  of  the  the7  united  >U 
house  of  commons,  and  with  respect  to  the  trial  and  deter*  kin*dom. 
mination  of  all  such  petitions  by  such  select  committees, 
shall  be  in  full  force  and  effect  with  respect  to  all  such  pe- 
titions, as  shall  or  may  be  hereafter  from  time  to  time  pre- 
sented to  the  house  of  commons  of  the  parliament  of.  the 
said  united   kingdom,  complaining  of  undue  elections  oi 
returns  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament  for  any  county, 
stewartry,  city,  borough,  cinque  port,   town,  or  place,  in 
any  part  of  the  said  united  kingdom,  or  of  the  omission  or 
insufficiency  of  any  such  returns,  or   from  any  person  or 
persons  desiring  to  oppose  any  such  right  of  election,  or 
of  choosing,  nominating,  or  appointing  returning  officers, 
in  as  full  and  ample  a  manner  as  if  the  same. rules,  regula- 
tions, authorities,  and  powers  were  herein  repeated,  and 
particularly  and  specifically  enacted,  concerning  the  same 
petitions,  and  the  trial  and  determination  thereof;  except 
so  far  as  the  same  are  altered  in  and  by  this  present  act. 

2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  petition  complain-  Irish  petjtioni 
ing  of  auy  undue  election  or  return  for  any  county,  city,  shall  not  be' 
borough,  town,  or  place,  in  that  part  of  the  united  king-  SnUsfthev°n' 
dom  called  Ireland,  or  of  the  omission  or  insufficiency  of  state  all  the 
any  such  return,  or  from  any  person  or  persons  desiring  to  SnSS  which 
oppose  any  right  of  election,  or  of  choosing,  nominating,  or  the  petitioners 
appointing  returning  officers  in  or  for  any  such  county,  JXSe -iSt-'*' 
city,  borough,  town,  or  place,  shall  be  proceeded  upon  by  nesses. 
the  house  of  commons,  unless  the  same  shall  state  all  and 
every  the  several  matters  and  things,  of  and  concerning 
which  the  petitioner  or  petitioners  presenting  the  same  is  or 
are  desirous  of  complaining,  and  to  which  he  or  they  pur- 
pose or  intend  to  call  and  examine  witnesses ;  and  that  no 
witness  or  witnesses  shall  be  called  or  examined  by  or  on 
the  behalf  of  such  petitioner  or  petitioners,  either  by  or 
before  the  select  committee  of  the  house  of  commons  to 
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be  chosen  for  the  trial  and  determination  of  the  merits  of 
such  petition,  or  by  or  before-  the  commissioners  to  be 
chosen  and  appointed  in  manner  herein  mentioned,  to  any 
matter  or  thing  not  contained  or  set  forth  in  such  petition, 
or  in  the  lists  and  statements  herein  mentioned. 
Parties  shall,       1ft.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  all  the  parties  appear- 
piace  Later-    *n&  De^ore  ^Y  Belect  committee,  to  be  chosen  for  the  trial 
change  lists  of  and  determination  of  the  merits  of  any  such  petition,  shall, 
vote9tiaQd>le  unmediately  after  a  chairman  shall  have  been  chosen  by 
statements  of  the  said  committee,  and  before  any  other  business  shall  be 
temtefto  be    proceeded  upon  by  the  said  parties  or  either  of  them,  before 
insisted  on.     the  said  committee,  interchange  with  and  among  each  other 
lists  of  all  such  votes,  and  of  the  names  of  all  such  voters, 
to  which  either  of  the  said  parties  purpose  and  intend  to 
object ;  and  that  the  said  parties  shall  also  interchange  with, 
and  among  each  other,  statements  in  writing  of  all  particu- 
lars respecting  any  right  of  voting,  or  of  choosing  or  nomi- 
nating a  returning  officer,  and  respecting  all  such  other 
matters  and  things  whatever,  as  either  of  the  said  parties 
mean  to  insist  upon,  or  to  contend  for,  or  to  object  to ;  and 
that  no  witness  or  witnesses  shall  be  called  or  examined 
by  or  on  behalf  of  either  of  the  said  parties  before  the  said 
select  committee,  or  before  the  said  commissioners,  or  either 
of  them,  to  any  matter  or  thing  not  specified  and  contained 
in  the  said  lists  or  statements  respectively,  or  in  the  peti- 
tion complaining  of  the  election  or  return  in  question,  as 
herein  mentioned  and  provided. 
select  com-        4.  And,  for  avoiding  the  inconveniences  and  expence 
mifitions  may  WQ^CD  ""W  *n  «*rt*iQ  cases  arise,  by  reason  of  witnesses 
on  application  being  brought  from  Ireland  to  be  personally  examined  be- 
9f  ^* JjJJJ1168'  fore  committees  of  the  house  of  commons ;  be  it  enacted, 
cases,  make    That  whenever  a  select  committee  of  the  house  of  com- 
mons shall,  at  any  time  hereafter,  be  appointed  for  the 
trial  and  determination  of  any  petition  complaining  of  an 
undue  election  or  return  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament 
for  any  county,  city,  borough,  town,  or  place,  in  that  part 
of  the  united  kingdom  called  Ireland,  or  complaining  of 
the  omission,  or  insufficiency  of  any  such  return,  or  from 
any  person  or  persons  desiring  to  oppose  any  right  of  elec- 
tion, or  any  right  of  choosing  a  returning  officer  or  return- 
ing o$cers,  in  or  for  sach  county,  city,  borough,  town,  or 
place,. upon  its  appearing  to  the  said  committee,  from  the 
nature  of  the  oase  and  the  number  of  witnesses  to  be  exa- 
mined relative  to  any  particular  allegation  or  allegations 
in  the  said  petition,  that  the  same  cannot  be  effectually  en- 
quired into  before  such  committee,  without  great  expence 
and  inconvenience  to  the  parties,  or  either  of  them,  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  select  committee, 
upon  application  of  any  of  the  parties  before  the  said  se- 
lect committee,  at  any  period  during  the  course  of  their. 
proceedings  upon  such  petition,  to  make  an  order  for  the 
nomination  and  appointment  of  commissioners  in  manner 
herein  directed. 

6.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  no 
commission  as  aforesaid,  shall  issue  under  this  act,  except 
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to  all  parties,  the  party  or  parties  intending  to  apply  for  the  same,  stall 
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serve  a  notice  on  the  opposite  party  or  parties,  as  soon  as 
the  petition  in  question  shall  he  presented  to  the  house  of 
commons,  of  his  intention  to  apply  to  the  select  commit- 
tee for  such  commission  as  aforesaid. 

6.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  Where  no 
the  said  committee  shall  not  think  it  necessary  to  make  ar™neressarr? 
such  order,  or  to  appoint  such  commissioners  as  aforesaid,  committee^ 
then  and  in  such  case  the  said  committee  shall  proceed  to  2-m  other 
try  the  merits  of  the  said  petition,  in  the  same  manner  as  cww. 

the  merits  on  petitions  respecting  controverted  elections 
are  tried,  for  that  part  of  the  united  kingdom  called  Great 
Britain. 

7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  whenever  the  said  Regulations 
committee  shall  think  fit  to  make  an  order  for  the  appoint-  [Ointment  of 
ment  of  commissioners  as  aforesaid,  such  commissioners  commission- 
shall  be  appointed  in  manner  herein  mentioned  ;  that  is  to  en> 

say,  on  the  next  sitting  day  after  the  said  order  shall  have 
been  made  by  the  said  committee,  ~at  the  time  previously 
appointed  by  the  said  committee,  in  the  presence  of  the 
laid  committee,  and  also  in  the  presence  of  the  said  pe- 
titioners, their  counsel  or  agents,  and  of  the  sitting  mem- 
bers, their  counsel  or  agents,  and  also  in  the  presence  of 
all  parties  before  the  house  on  distinct  interests,  or  com- 
plaining or  complained  of  on  different  grounds,  or  whose 
right  to  be  elected  or  returned  may  be  affected  by  the  deter- 
mination of  the  said  select  committee,  or  their  several  and 
respective  counsel  or  agents,  (or  in  the  presence  of  such  of 
the  said  parties,  their  counsel  or  agents,  as  shall  thefi  and 
there  attend,)  the  names  of  three  barristers,  each  being  of 
six  years  standing  at  the  bar  at  least,  and  each  of  them 
having  consented,  under  their  hands  and  seals,  to  become 
commissioners,  on  being  appointed  in  manner  herein-men- 
tioned, (and  not  having  voted  at  the  election  in  question 
for  the  county,  city,  borough,  town,  or  place,  respecting 
which  the  election,  or  return  complained  of,  or  other  sub- 
ject-matter of  the  petition  in  question,  arose  or  happened, 
and  not  being,  nor  having  been,  at  the  time  of  the  election 
in  question,  sheriff  of  the  county,  or  returning  officer  of  the 
city,  borough,  town,  or  place,  in  or  for  which  the  said 
election,  return,  or  other  matter  of  the  petition  in  ques- 
tion, arose  or  happened,  nor  having  been  counsel  at  such 
election,)  shall  be  delivered  to  the  chairman  of  the  said 
committee,  by  or  on  behalf  of  each  and  every  the  said  dis- 
tinct parties,  or  by  or  on  behalf  of  such  of  them  as  shall 
then  and  there  attend  by  themselves,  their  counsel,  or 
agents  ;  and  a  list  of  the  whole  of  such  names  shall  forth- 
with be  made ;  and  thereupon  the  said  parties,  their  coun- 
sel, or  agents,  beginning  on  the  part  of  the  said  petitioners, 
shall,  in  the  presence  of  the  said  committee,  proceed,  alter- 
nately to  strike  off  the  name  of  one  of  the  said  x  barristers 
contained  in  the  said  list,  until  the  number  shall  be  re- 
duced to  two ;  which  said  two  barristers,  together  with  the 
chairman,  who  shall  also  be  a  barrister  of  like  standing, 
and  who  shall  be  named  and  appointed  in  manner  herein 
mentioned,  shall  be  commissioners  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 

2  H 
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amining  all  such  matters  and  things  as  shall  be  referred  to 
them  by  the  said  select  committee  in  manner  aforesaid, 
and  as  shall  be  specially  assigned  and  limited  in  the  or- 

See  s,  14.  der  of  the  said  committee,  for  that  purpose  made  as  afore- 
said. 

Appointment       8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  immediately  after  the 

or  chairman.  ..  *.      *    al  «j    *  ••  ' 

appointment  of  the  said  two  commissioners  in  manner 
aforesaid,  and  before  the  said  committee  shall  acljourn,  a 
third  commissioner,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  and  who 
shall  be  the  chairman  of  the  said  commission,  shall  be  ap- 
pointed in  manner  following,  (that  is  to  say,)  if  all  the 
By  consent  of  parties  interested  shall  agree  among  themselves  in  nomi- 
parties ;  nating  and  appointing  any  one  such  barrister,  who  shall 

have  consented  to  such  appointment  under  his  hand  and 
seal,  then  such  barrister  so  nominated  and  consenting, 
shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby  appointed  toxbe  a  third  commis- 
sioner, and  chairman  of  the  said  commissioners ;  but  in 
case  the  several  parties  shall  not  agree  amongst  themselves 
in  the  appointment  of  such  chairman  as  aforesaid,   then 

nuttee  com"     **  8na**  be  ^aw^ul  *°r  t*ie  saic*  ^ect  committee  to  nominate 
any  barrister  of  like  standing,  in  manner  herein   men- 
tioned. 
The  clerk  of       9.  And,  in  order  to  enable  the  said  select  committee  to 
JrdandWsha!i"  appoint  such  chairman  as  aforesaid,  be  it  enacted,  That  the 
every  .session!  clerk  of  the  crown  in  Ireland*  or  his  deputy,  shall,  at  the 
spSker^iist  commencement  of  every  session  of  parliament,  send  over 
of  barristers,   to  the^speaker  of  the  house  of  commons  of  the  united  par- 
thenconunittee  liament,  a  list  of  all  such  barristers,  of  not  less  than  six 
JJjy  appoint  a  years  standing,   who  shall  have  consented,  under   their 
ciamnan.       nari(jg  am|  aed{sy  to  act  either  as  commissioners  or  as 
chairman  to  the  commissioners  for  the  purposes  of  this  act, 
in  case  they,  or  any  of  them,  shall  be  appointed  in  manner 
herein  mentioned,  out  of  which  list  the  said  select  com- 
mittee are  hereby  directed-  to  appoint  one  other  commis- 
sioner, who  shall  act  as  chairman  to  the  said  commission- 
ers ;  provided,  that  no  barrister,  whose  name  shall  have  been 
previously  struck  off  the  list  by  any  of  the  parties  before  the 
.  said  select  committee,  shall  be  appointed  to  act  as  chairman 
to  the  said  commissioners. 
Parties  may        10.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That 
{^tinVfere?1' if  a11  tne  s****  parties  interested  in  such  petition  shall  agree 
commission,    in  nominating  any  three  such  barristers  to  he  commission- 
whom  shall  be  ers  **  aforesaid,  and  shall  deliver  to  the  chairman  of  the 
chairman.       select  committee,  a  list  of  three  such  barristers  so  agreed 
upon,  and  consenting  to  act  as  aforesaid,  such  list  being 
signed  by  all  the  said  parties,  such  three  persons-  shall  be 
and  become  commissioners  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  as  if 
they  had  been  appointed  in  manner  herein  mentioned  ;  and 
in  such  case  the  said  commissioners  shall  appoint  one  of 
themselves  to  be  their  chairman.  *   - 

When  there  U«  And  be  it  enacted,  That  when  more  than  two  parties 
are  more  than  appear  before  the  house  upon  distinct,,  and  separate  inte- 
^e°wmm?ttee  wsts  at  the  striking  of  the  select  committee,  if  it  shall  ap- 
•Hhaii  appoint  pear  that  the  said  several  parties  are  actually  distinct  and 
missionersand  separate,  and  that  there  is  no  collusion  between  them,  that 
chairman.       then  and  iu  such  case  none  of  the  parties  shall  be' permitted 
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to  give  iii  any  list  of  barristers  to  the  said  select  committee, 
for  the  purposes  of  appointing  commissioners  as  aforesaid, 
but  that  the  said  select  committee  shall,  out  of  the  list  of 
barristers  so  returned  by  the- clerk  of  the  crown,  or  his  de- 
puty, appoint  the  three  commissioners,  and  nominate  which 
of  the  three  shall  act  as  chairman. 

12.  Provided  also,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  if  petitioner 
-within  one  hour  after  the  time  fixed  by  the  said  committee  tSnwaePSom- 
f or  the  appointment  of  commissioners  in  pursuance  of  this  ^j*8/  hi*1** h* 
act,  the  petitioner  or  petitioners  shall  not  appear  either  by  sidered  Sn 
themselves,  their  counsel,  or  agents,  before  the  said  com-  haying  made 

.a,  un        j.      •        •  i«  1     j*  •  default  in  re- 
mittee, or  shall  not  give  in  any  list  of  names  in  manner  cognizance. 

aforesaid,  then  and  in  such  case  the  s'aid  committee  shall 
not  proceed  to  the  appointment  of  such  commissioners,  so 
far  as  respects  such  petitioner  or  petitioners  so  making  de- 
fault, but  shall  forthwith  report  to  the  house,  that  such  pe- 
tition, in  such  respect  as  aforesaid,  was  not  proceeded 
Upon  before  the  said  committee,  and  the  petitioner  or  pe- 
titioners, so  neglecting  to  appear,  shall  be  held  to  have 
made  default  tn  the  recognizance  or  recognizances  en- 
tered into  by  him  or  them,  on  the  presenting  of  such  pe- 
tition. 

IS.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if,  within  one  hour  if  sitting 
after   the  time    fixed  by  the    said  committee    for  pro-  ^^Jt  a£c" 
ceeding  to  the  appointment  of  commissioners  as  aforesaid,  pear, the chair- 
the  sitting  member  or  members,  or  any  other  party  or  par-  JJommtttee*6 
ties  opposing  the  petition,  shall  not  appear  before  the  said  shall  act  for  - 
committee,  by  himself  or  themselves,  or  by  his  dr  their  him* 
counsel  or  agents,  or  shall  not  give  in  any  list  of  names  in 
manner  aforesaid,  for  the  purpose  of  appointing  commis- 
sioners, and  of  reducing  the  list  of  such  names  as  shall  be 
delivered  by  or  On  behalf  of  any  party  or  parties  appearing 
before  the  said  select  committee  as  aforesaid,  the  place  of  a  , 
party  opposing  the  petition  shall  be  supplied  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee,  who  shall  accordingly,  as  often  as' 
it  shall  come  to  his  turn  as  supplying  the  place  of  the  party 
opposing  the  petition,  to  strike  out  a  name,  put  all  the  then 
remaining  names  into  a  glass,  and  draw  one  out,  which 
tiaine  shall  be  sruck  off  the  said  list ;  and  the  same  method 
of  reducing  the  said  list  to  the  number  of  two  shall  be  fol- 
lowed whenever  any  party  shall  wave  his  right  of  striking 
off  names  from  the  said  list. 

14.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when  and  as  soon  Chairman  or 
as  the  said  commissioners  shall  be  appointed  in  manner  ^fiSue  his 
aforesaid,  the  chairman  of  the  said  select  committee  shall  warrant  to  the 
issue  a  warrant  under  his  hand  and  seal,  directed  to  each  e?Mo  attend, 
of  the  commissioners  so  appointed,  commanding  the  said  on  penalty  of 
commissioners,  and  each  of  them,  under  the  penalty  of  five  500'-  • 
hundred  pounds,  to  repair  to  the  city,  borough,  town,  or 
xttace,  in  dr  for  which  the  election,  or  Teturn  complained 
of,  or  other  subject-matter  of  the  petition  arose  or  hap- 
pened, on  a  day  certain,  to  be  named  in  the  said  warrant, 
'  and  Which  day  shall  not  be  less  than  fourteen  days,  nor 
more  than  twenty-one  days,  distant  from  the  day  on  which  See  s.  si. 
the  said  commissioners  were  appointed  in  manner  afore- 
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said  ;  and  in  case  any  of  the  said  commissioners  shall  neg- 
'  lect  or  refuse  to  obey  the  injunction  of  the  said  warrant, 
he  or  they  so  neglecting  or  refusing,  shall  accordingly  for- 
feit the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds,  and  the  said  chairman 
of  the  said  committee  shall  address  to  the  chairman  of  the 
A  copy  of  the  said  commissioners  a  true  copy  of  the  petition  which  shall 
petition ;         have  been  referred  to  the  said  committee,  and  of  the  said 
statements  of  ^sts  aQd  disputed   votes  and  statements  of  the  several 
theparties^Mid  parties  which  shall  have  been  delivered  before  the  said 
committee,  *U-  committee,  together  with  a  true  copy  of  the  order  made  by 
mitinc  facts,    the  said  committee,  specially  assigning  and  limiting  the  facts 
to  chairman  of  °T  allegations,  matters,  and  things  respecting  which  the  said 
the  commis-    commissioners  are  required  and  directed  to  examine  evi- 
J-owTpf  *the  *  dence,  and  to  report  the  same,  together  with  all  such  other 
warrant  to  the  documents  and  papers  as  the  said  select  committee  shall 
zette.m  ga      think  proper;  all  which  warrants,  petitions,  orders,  and 
papers  shall  be  conveyed  to  the  clerk  of  the  crown  in  Ire- 
land, or  his  deputy,  and  by  him,  or  his  deputy,  transmitted 
to  the  several  parties,  in  the  method  used  in  conveying 
writs  in  that  part  of  the  united  kingdom  called  Great  Bri- 
tain ;  and  the  said  chairman  of  the  said  select  committee 
shall  also  transmit  a  copy  of  his  warrant,  but  not  of  the 
several  other  papers,  to  the  printer  of  the  Dublin  gazette, 
to  be  inserted  in  the  next  number  of  the  said  gazette,  which 
shall  be  published  after  the  receipt  of  the  copy  of  the  said 
warrant,  by  the,  said  printer. 
Chairman  of       15.  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That  immediately  after 
shali^epSrt66  the  completion  of  the  proceedings  aforesaid,  the  said  chair- 
such  proceed-  man  of  the  said  select  committee  shall  thereupon  report 
hoSe,  and  ad- the  proceedings  o^  the  said  committee  to  the  house,  and 
journ  until  the  shall  ask  permission  of  the  house  for  the  said  committee  to 
reassemble     adjourn,  until  such  time  as  the  speaker  shall,  by  his  wai- 
shem'  26        rant»  iQ  manner  herein  mentioned,  direct  the  said  commit. 
ee  s*     *       tee  to  reassemble ;  and  upon  such  permission  being  granted, 
it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  committee  to  ad- 
journ accordingly ;  any  act  or  acts  of  parliament  now  in 
force  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  anywise  notwithstanding : 
provided  always,  That  whenever  any  select  committee  shall 
report  to  the  house  in  manner  aforesaid,  they  shall  state  in 
their  report,  that  they  have  gone  through  all  the  other  parts 
of  the  said  petition,  except  what  have  been  specially  referred 
to  the  commissioners  in  Ireland  herein  mentioned. 
Committee  on     16.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  all  cases  of  the 
shall  mSbe118  trial  of  petitions  on  controverted  elections  for  any  county, 
dissolved  by    city,  borough,  town,  or  place,  in  that  part  of  the  united 
sence,°erxcept  kingdom  called  Ireland,  the  select  committee  for  the  trial 
reduced  to  9.  of  such  petition  shall  not  be  dissolved  on  account  of  the 
death  or  absence  of  any  number  of  the  members  thereof, 
except  the  number  of  the  said  committee  shall  be  reduced 
to  less  than  nine ;  any  act  or  acts  of  parliament  now  in 
force,  or  any  law,  usage,  or  custom  to  the  contrary  thereof, 
in  anywise  notwithstanding. 
Commission-       17.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  on  the  day  and  at 
thli?hcourtrn  tne  Place  appointed,  between  the  hours  of  ten  in  the  fore- 
and  take  'the  noon,  and  four  in  the  afternoon,  the  said  commissioners  and 

following  *    '  * 
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chairman  shall  meet'  and  open  their  court,  or  commence 
their  proceedings,  by  reading  the  warrant  of  the  said  chair- 
man of  the  said  select  committee,  and  also  the  copy  of  the 
petition  annexed  to  the  said  warrant,  and  also  the  copies  of 
all  other  papers  transmitted  by  the  said  chairman;  and  the 
said  commissioners  shall,  before  further  proceeding  on  the 
business  of  their  said  commission,  take  and  subscribe  the 
following  oath  :  that  is  to  say  ;  ' 

'  I,  A.  &.,  do  swear,  That  I  wilt,  without  favour  affec-  Oath. 
tidn,  or  malice,  and  according  to  the  best  of  my  skill  and 
knowledge,  well  and  truly  try  and  examine  all  such  mat- 
ters and  things  as  shall  be  brought  before  me,  by  virtue  of 
-a  warrant  dated  the  day  < 

of  ,  under  the  hand  and  seal 

of  the  chairman  of  the  select  committee  of  the  house  of 
commons,  on  a  petition  from  [here  state  the  name  or 

names  of  the  petitioner  or  petitioners,  and  of  the  place  to 
which  the  petition  relates] ;  and  that  I  will,  in  all 

-things,  well  and  truly  perform  the  duty  of  a  commissioner 
appointed  to  try  the  said  matters  and  things,  according  to 
the  rules,"reguiations,  and  directions  contained  in  an  act 
passed  in  the  forty-second  year  of  the  reign  of  king  George 
the  Third,  intituled,  [here  set  forth  the  title  of  this  act.] 

-*  So  help  me  God/ 
Which  oath  the  said  chairman  of  the  said  commissioners,  p 
having  first  taken  and  subscribed  the  same  in  the  presence  commissioner 
of  the  rest  of  the  said  commissioners,  is  hereby  authorized  acting,  not  t«- 
and  empowered  to  administer  to  the  ether  and  others  of  }*?,  Joo/?"1*" 
them  the  said  commissioners  ;  and  if  any  person  shall  act 
as  a  commissioner  in  the  execution  of  this  act,  not  being 
qualified  by  his  degree  as  a  barrister,  every  such  person  shall, 
for  such  offence,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
pounds,  and  the  said  commissioners  shall  sit  every  day,  ximeofsittin* 
(Sundays,  Christmas-day,  and  Good  Friday  only  excepted,)  of  the  court. 
Irom  the  hour  of  ten  in  the  morning  till  four  in  the  after- 
noon, and  shall  never  adjourn  for  a  longer  time  than  twenty- 
four  hours ;  except  in  case  of  the  death  or  continued  ab- 
sence of  any  of  the  said  commissioners  as  herein' provided, 
unless  Sunday,  Christmas-day,  or  Good  Friday  shall  inter-  , 

vene ;  and  in  case  of  such  intervention,  every  meeting, 
sitting,  or  adjournment,  shall  be  within  twenty -four  hours 
-from  the  time  of  appointing  or  fixing  the  same,  exclusive 
of  sruoh  Sunday,  Christmas-day,  or  Good  Friday. 

18.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  one  of  the  said  Commissioner 
commissioners  Shall  be  allowed  to  absent  himself  from  the  absent  except 
«aid  daily  sittings  and  meetings,  except  in  cases  of  sudden  n^&c°  shall 
accident  or  necessity,  or  in  case  of  illness,  and  that  such  forfeit  500/. 
eases  of  sudden  accident  or  necessity  shall  be  made  appear  Vtr    y* 
-to  the  others  of  the  said  commissioners,  by  facts  specially 
■stated  and  verified  upon  oath  of  the  said  commissioner  so 
absenting  himself ;  and  that  such  illness  shall  be  certified 
to  the  others  of  the  said  commissioners,  on  the  oath  of  a 
'physician ;  which  oaths  shall  be  made  before  one'  of  his 
majesty's  justices  of  the  peace;  and  that  any  commis- 
sioner who  shall  so  absent  himself  without  such  law-      ( 

2h2 
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ful  excuse,  shall,  for  every  day  on  which  he  shall  so 
absent  himself  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five   hundred 
pounds. 
Commission-  •     19.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  commis- 
si? uu?esanail    sioners  shall  neve*r  sit  until  all  the  said  commissioners  are  * 
are  present,    met,  except  in  cases  where  the  absence  of  a  commissioner 
If^i^v?  is  verified  upon  oath  as  aforesaid,  nor  then,  except  by  con- 
nfied  on  oath,  sent  of  all  parties  in  manner  herein  mentioned  ;  and  m 
cepVb7Dc<m-    case  tne  sa^  commissioners,  or  such  number  as  shall  be  so 
sentofparties  consented  to,  (the  said  chairman  being  always  one,)  shall 
see  s.  20.         not  meet  within  one  hour  after  the  time  to  which  the  meet- 
ing of  the  said  commissioners  shall  have  been  adjourned,  a 
further  adjournment  shall  be  made,  in  the  manner  before  di- 
rected, and  so  from  time  to  time,  until  all  the  said  commis- 
sioners, or  such  number  as  shall  be  so  consented  to  in 
manner  herein  mentioned,  (the  said  chairman  being  always 
Regulations    one,)  are  assembled  ;  and  if  the  number  of  the  said  eom- 
men^o^com-  missioners  able  to  attend,  shall,  at  any  time,  by  death,  or 
missioners  in  otherwise,  be  unavoidably  reduced  to  less  than  three,  and 
deceased  com-  shall  so  continue  for  the  space  of  three  sitting  days,  and  no 
mi*sioners,&c  such  consent  as  herein  mentioned  shall  have  been  given, 
the  party  by  whom  the  commissioner  so  dying  or  absenting 
himself  was  originally  appointed,  shall  nominate  a  barris- 
ter, having  consented  in  manner  before  mentioned,  to  act 
as  a  commissioner  in  his  place ;  and  in  case  of  the  death 
or  continued  absence  of  the  chairman  of  the  said  commis- 
sioners, for  the  space  of  three  sitting  days,  then  the  re- 
maining commissioners  shall  proceed  to  nominate  one  other 
such  barrister,  having  consented  in  manner  before  men- 
.  tioned,  to  be  a  new  cbmmissioner  and  chairman ;  but  in 
case  the  remaining  commissioners  cannot  agree  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  chairman,  then  the  names  of  the  remaining 
commissioners  shall  be  put  into  a  glass,  in  open  court,  in 
the  presence  of  the  parties,  or  such  of  them  as  shall  attend, 
and  the  commissioner  whose  name  is  first  drawn  out  shall 
nominate  and  appoint  one  such  barristers,  (having  con- 
sented in  manner  before  mentioned,)  to  be  such  chairman, 
and  the  satt^  remaining  commissioners  shall  give  notice  of 
his  appointment  to  such  commissioner  or  chairman,  so  ap- 
pointed; who  shall  thereupon,  under  the  penalty  of  five 
nev^c^mmis-  ^unc*re^  pounds,  repair  to  the  place  of  meeting  of  the 
•ioner°not 'at-  other  commissioners  on  a  day  certain  to  be  named  by  the  re- 
ending,  5«tf  maining  commissioners,,  and  which  day  shall  not  be  more 
than  fourteen  days  distant  from  the  day  on  which  the  said 
commissioner  or  chairman  was  appointed  in  manner  afore- 
said ;  and  all  and  every  such  commissioner  or  chairman, 
so  from  time  to  time  to  be  appointed  in  the  place  or  stead 
of  any  commissioner,  or  chairman,  dying  or  absenting  him- 
self for  the  time  aforesaid,  shall  in  all  respects  have  the 
same  power,  jurisdiction,  and  authority,  as  the  commis- 
sioner in  whose  place  or  stead  he  shall  have  been  ap- 
pointed in  manner  aforesaid,  and  shall  proceed  conjointly 
with  the  other  commissioners,  to  complete  the  purposes 
,  for  which  the    s?id   commissioners  were  originally  ap- 

pointed. § 
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20.  Provided  always,  nevertheless,  That  not  withstand-  Any  number 
ing  any  thing  herein  contained  to  the  contrary,  any  number  Jione^cthe"9 
of  the  said  commissioners,  (the  said  chairman  being  always  chairman  be- 
one,)  may,  during  the  absence,  or  after  the  death  of  any  Lct^wfiTon- 
other  or  others  of  the  said  commissioners,  execute  all  the  sent  of  parties. 
purposes  of  this  act,  with  the  consent  of  all  parties  inte- 
rested, and  which  consent  shall  be  especially  entered  on 

the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  said  commissioners, 
and  signed  by  the  parties,  their  counsel,  or  agents  respec- 
tively. 

21.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted,  That  if  any  Commission, 
commissioner  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall  be  pre-  fronTSteS^g 
vented  from  attending  at  the  day  and  place  appointed  as  on  account  of 
aforesaid,  by  any  sudden  accident,  necessity,  or  illness,  to  iiab!"^' pe- 
be  verified  upon  oath  in  manner  herein  directed,  with  re-  naity. 
spect  to  the  absence  of  either  of  the  said  commissioners, 

after  proceeding  on  the  said  commission,  then  and  in  such 
case  the  commissioner  or  commissioners  so  prevented  from 
attending,  by  such  sudden  accident,  necessity,  or  illness, 
shall  not  be  liable  to  the  said  penalty  of  five  hundred 
pounds;  anything  herein' contained  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. 

22.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  commission- 
lawful  for  the  said  commissioners,  from  time  to  time,  to  ad-  e»  may  ad- 
journ to  any  town  within  the  county,  in  all  cases  where  it  JJjJJJ0  toaQy 
shall  appear  to  tbem  necessary  so  to  do. 

23.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  chairman  of  Commission- 
the  commission  shall,  at  all  times,  by  warrant,  under  his  JJ to'SSSaSi 
hand  and  seal,  have  power  to  send  for  all  persons,  papers,  persons,  and 
and  records ;  and  the  said  commissioners  shall  examine  all  £££»"  ramSe 
witnesses  who  shall  come  before  them  upon  oath,  and  shall  all  matters  re- 
examine all  matters  refened  to  tbem,  and  shall,  in  all  res-  ^"SfJrt^ont 
pects,  have  the  same  powers  and  authorities  for  examining  mittees ;  and 
the  said  matters  so  referred  to  them,  as  select  committees  ita*  toSFe  * 
of  the  house  of  commons  on  controverted  elections  have,  down  minutes 
for  examining  the  matters  and  things  referred  to  such  se-  JeeSn^aad 
lect  committees  ;  and  the  said  commissioners  shall  appoint  within  ten 

a  clerk,  to  take  down  in  writing  minutes  of  all  the  proceed-  ev&ence^* 
ings  of  them  the  said  commissioners,  and  of  all  such  evi-  closed,  *haii 
dence  as  shall  be  given  or  produced  before  them,  in  as  ac-  ^py  To^ferk 
curate  a  manner  as  the  same  can  possibly  be  done,  and  of  the  crown 
shall  proceed  in  examining  all  and  every  witness  or  wit-  ai  another  t* 
nesses  who  shall  come  before  them,  and  in  scrutinizing  the  the  speaker, 
rights  of  any  voter  or  voters,  and  in  all  other  matters  and 
things  whatsoever  referred  to  them,  in  the  same  course  and 
manner,  and  according  to  the  same  rules,  as  select  commit- 
tees of  the  house  of  commons  on  controverted  elections 
ought  and  are  empowered  to  proceed  in  like  places  ;  and 
the  clerk  appointed  by  the  said  commissioners  shall,  from 
time  to  time,  make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  true  copies  of 
the  minutes  of  all  proceedings  before  the  said  commis- 
sioners, and  of  all  such  evidence  as  shall  be  given,  or  pro- 
duced before  them,  and  shall  give  one  such  copy  to  each  of 
the  parties  interested,  or  his  or  their  agent,  or  to  such  of 
them  as  shall  demand  the  same,  on  being  paid  for  each 
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shall  be  em- 
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them. 


How  evidence 
rejected  by 
commission- 
ers may  be 
tendered   and 
received. 


sheet  of  the  said  copy,  consisting  of  seventy-two  words, 
the  sum  of  sixpence  ;  and  within  ten  days  after  the  evi- 
dence before  the  said  commissioners  shall  be  closed, 
touching  the  matters  and  things  referred  to  them,  the  said 
commissioners  shall  cause  two  copies  of  the  minutes  of  all 
their  proceedings  to  be  made,  and  shall  examine  the  same 
with  the  said  minutes,  and  shall  sign  and  seal  the  said 
copies  ;  and  shall  transmit  by  their  clerk,  one  of  the  said 
copie3  to  the  clerk  of  the  crown  for  Ireland,  or  his  deputy, 
at  the  crown  office  in  Dublin ;  and  the  other  of  the  said 
copies  to  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  commons  of  the  par- 
liament of  the  said  united  kingdom,  who  shall  accordingly 
communicate  the  same  to  the  said  house,  and  upon  the 
transmission  of  the  said  copies,  the  said  commissioners 
shall  adjourn,  in  order  to  receive  such  further  orders  from 
the  select  committee  upon  the  petition  in  question,  as  such 
committee  may,  from  time  to  time,  think  requisite  and  ne- 
cessary. 

24.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  commis- 
sioners shall  not  permit  or  suffer  any  barrister  or  counsel 
to  plead  before  them,  or  to  examine  or  cross-examine  any 
of  the  witnesses ;  but  that  the  said  commissioners  shall 
themselves  examine  and  cross-examine  all  the  witnesses 
that  shall  be  produced  before  them. 

25.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in 
case  at  any  time  in  the  course  of  the  said  proceedings  be- 
fore the  said  commissioners,  any  of  the  said  parties  shall 
tender  or  offer  to  produce  to  the  said  commissioners  any 
witness  or  evidence  to,  of,  or  concerning  any  matter  err 
thing  whatsoever  in  issue  before  the  said  commissioners, 
which  witness  or  evidence  the  said  commissioners,  or  a  ma- 
jbrity^of  them,  shall  be  of  opinion  ought  not  to  be  examined, 
heard,  or  received,  the  said  commissioners  shall  state,  in 
writing,  the  reasons  and  grounds  upon  which  they  have 
rejected  the  said  evidence,  and  enter  the  same  upon  their 
proceedings ;  and  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the 
party  tendering  or  offering  to  produce  such  witness  or  evi- 
dence, to  require  of  the  said  commissioners,  that  the  said 
witness  or  evidence  shall  be  examined,  heard,  and  received 
"by  and  before  them ;  and  the  testimony  of  such  witness, 
or  the  purport  of  such  evidence,  shall  accordingly  be  taken 
down  in  writing  by  the  clerk  to  the  said  commissioners, 
separately  and  apart  from  all  other  evidence  before  the  said 
commissioners,  and  a  copy  thereof,  with  a  statement  of  the 
purpose  to  or  for  which  the  said  witness  or  evidence  was 
produced,  and  by  whom  the  same  was  produced,  shall  be 
signed  and  sealed  by  the  said  commissioners,  in  the  nature 
of  a  bill  of  exceptions  to  evidence,  and  the  same  shall  be 
transmitted  by  the  said  commissioners,  together  whh  all  the 
other  proceedings  before  them,  in  manner  herein  mention- 
ed ;  and  if  the  select  committee  of  the  house  of  commons, 
to  whom  the  merits  of  the  petition  in  question  shall  be  af- 
terwards referred,  in  manner  herein  mentioned,  shall  be  of 
opinion  that  the  tendering  and  offering  of  such  witness  or 
evidence  was  frivolous  or  vexatious,  or  that  the  testimony 
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of  such  witness,  or  the  purport  of  such  evidence  was  im- 
pertinent or  irrevalent  to  the  matter  in  issue  before  the  said 
commissioners,  the  said  committee  shall  report  such  their 
opinion  to  the  house,  together  with  their  opinion  on  the 
other  matters  relating  to  the  said  petition,  and  the  party 
who  shall,  before  the  said  commissioners  have  opposed  the 
examining,  hearing  or  receiving  of  such  witness  or  evidence, 
shall  be  entitled  to  recover  from  the  person  or  persons  who 
shall  have  produced  such  witness  or  evidence,  the  full  costs 
and  expences  which  such  party  or  parties  shall  have  incurred 
in  opposing  the  same,  or  by  reason  of  the  same  being  re- 
ceived in  manner  aforesaid;  which  costs  and  expences 
shall  be  ascertained  and  recovered  in  the  same  manner  and 
form  as  are  now  provided  by  law  for  the  recovery  of  costs 
and  expences  in  cases  of  frivolous  or  vexatious  petitions, 
or  frivolous  or  vexatious  opposition  to  any  petition. 

26.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  within  two  days  <}jc^j?1a"Sf 
after  the  copy  of  the  said  proceedings  before  the  said  com-  ffi^  a>mmis° 
niissioners  shall  be  received  by  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  JjjjJJJJ.  ^ali 
commons,  the  said  speaker  shall   insert  in  the   London  insert* in  tile 
Gazette,  a  warrant  signed  by  him,  directing  the  select  JjJS?5\Ji£ 
committee  upon  the  petition  in  question,  to  re-assemble  rant  directing 

.and  meet  again  within  the  space  of  one  month  from  the  ^JjJ^SSt 
date  of  such    warrant,  provided  parliament  shall  be  then  within  a 
sitting,  and  in  case  parliament  shall  not  then  be  sitting,  Xu^try^th? 
fo   meet   within    one   month   after   the   commencement   of  merits  of  mi 
the  next  session  of  parliament ;  and  that  the  said  select  Kjdenceao11* 
committee  shall  accordingly  re-assemble  and  meet  again,  transmitted, 
and  shall  take  the  proceedings  of  the  said  commissioners  coinseKmtK 
into  consideration,  and  shall  proceed  to  try  and  determine  effect  thereof, 
the  merits  of  the  said  petition,  in  such  and  the  same  manner  JJJJ^  ^JUU^ 
as  select  committees  on  controverted  elections  are,  by  the 
laws  now  in  force,  directed  to  proceed,  try,  and  determine  ; 
save  and  except  that  the  said  committee  shall  not  call  for 
or  receive  any  other  or  further  evidence,   written  or  parol, 
respecting  any  matters  or  things  which  shall   have  been 
tried  and  examined  by  the  said  commissioners,  in  manner 
aforesaid ;  but  the  said  committee  shall  determine  on  all 
such  matters  and  things  from  the  written  minutes  of  the 
evidence,  antf  proceedings  before  the  said  commissioners, 
and  the  certificates  of  the  said  commissioners,  so  signed, 
sealed,  and  transmitted  as  aforesaid :  Provided  always, 
That  the  said  committee  shall  and  may  be  at  liberty  to  hear 
counsel,  as  to  the  effect  of  the  said  evidence,  in  like  manner 
.as  they  may  do  respecting  any  other  matter  in  question 
before  them ;    and  that  the  rfaid  select  committee  shall 
report  their  own  opinion  to  the  house,  upon  the  whole 
merits  of  the  said  election,  or  other  matterof  the  said  petition. 

27.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That  j^****  , 
the  said  select  committee  shall  (from  time  to  time  during  further  war- 
the  continuance  of  the  said  committee,  and  at  any  time  S-^erTto 
before  reporting  their  final  opinion  to  the   house  on  the  re-assemble, 
merits'of  the  petition  in  question,)  have  full  power  and 
authority  to  direct  any  further  or  other  warrant  to  the  said 
chairman  of  the  commissioners,  under  the  hand  and  seal 
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of  the  chairman  of  the  said  committee,  ordering  and  di- 
recting the  said  commissioners  to  re-assemble  for  such  pur- 
poses as  shall  be  in  the  said  warrant  specified ;  and  that 
such  and  the  lijte  proceedings  shall  be  had  npon  such  fur- 
ther warrant  of  the  chairman  of  the  said  committee,  as 
are  herein  directed  with  respect  to  the  said  warrant  of  the 
chairman  of  the  said  committee,  herein  first  mentioned. 

28.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  and  every  person 
and  persons  who  shall  wilfully  give  false  evidence,  or  make 
any  false  oath  or  affidavit  before  the  sa  jd  commissioners,  or 
before  any  justice  of  the  peace,  touching  any  matter  or 
thing  provided  for  by  this  act,  shall  be  prosecuted  and  in- 
dicted for  the  same ;  and  such  person  or  persons  being 
convicted  thereof,  shall  be  sent  to  some  house  of  correction, 
for  a  time  not  exceeding  seven  years,  there  to  be  kept  to 
hard  labour  during  all  the  said  time,  or  otherwise  to  be 
transported  to  some  of  his  majesty's  plantations  beyond  the 
seas,  for  a  term  not  exceeding  seven  years,  as'  the  court 
shall  deem  most  proper ;  and  that  it  shall  and  may  be  law- 
ful for  the  chairman  of  the  said  commissioners,  and  he  is 
hereby  authorised  and  empowered,  by  warrant  under  his 
hand  and  seal,  directed  to  any  one  or  more  constable  or 
constables,  or  to  any  other  person  or  persons  specially  ap- 
pointed by  such  chairman,  to  summon  and  require  the  at- 
tendance of  any  witness  or  witnesses,  or  other  person  or 
persons,  before  the  said  coimuisBioners,  at  the  day  and  place 
to  be  mentioned  in  the  said  warrant. 

29.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  so  sum- 
moned as  a  witness  as  aforesaid,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to 
attend,  without  lawful  excuse,  to  be  determined  by  the 
said  commissioners ;  or  if  any  witness  before  such  commis- 
sioners shall  prevaricate,  or  shall  otherwise  misbehave,  in 
giving  or  refusing  to  give  evidence,  or  if  any  person  shall 
be  guilty  of  any  contempt  or  misbehaviour  whatsoever,  of 
or  towards  the  said  commissioners,  while  sitting  and  acting 
in  the  execution  of  their  said' commission,  the  said  chairman 
of  the  said  commissioners  shall,  and  he  is  hereby  empowered, 
by  a  warrant  under  his  hand  and  seal,  and  directed  to  the 
gaoler  of  the  common  gaol  of  the  county  or  place  in  which 
the  said  commissioners  shall  sit,  to  commit  such  person  (not 
being  a  peer  of  the  realm,  or  a  lord  of  parliament)  to  the 
custody  of  the  said  gaoler,  without  bail  or  mainprise,  for 
any  time  not  exceeding  six  calendar  months. 

30.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  in  case  it  shall  be  requisite 
to  summon  any  member  of  parliament  to  give  evidence  be- 
fore the  said  commissioners,  who  shall  be  then  attending  his 
duty  in  parliament,  that  in  such  case  the  chairman  of  the 
commissioners  shall  certify  the  same  to  the  speaker  of  the 
house  of  commons,  who  shall  report  the  same  to  the  house. 

31.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each  of  the  said  com- 
missioners so  to  be  appointed  in  manner  aforesaid,  shall, 
immediately  after  the  select  committee  on  the  petition  in 
question  shall  have  made  the  final  report  to  the  house  on 
the  merits  of  the  said  petition,  be  entitled  to  demand  and 
receive  from  the  lords  commissioners  of  the  treasury  In 
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Dublin,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  pounds,  for  his  attendance 
upon  the  execution  of  the  said  commission,  together  with 
the  sum  of  one  guinea  for  every  day  winch  such  commis- 
sioner shall  have  been,  or  shall  be  necessarily  engaged  on 
the  said  commission,  and  also  his  travelling  expences,  at 
the  rate  of  one  shilling  and  sixpence  for  every  mile  which 
such  commissioner  shall  have  travelled  from  or  to  his  usual 
place  of  abode,  in  his  attendance  on  the  execution  of  such 
commission ;  and  that  the  clerk  tb  the  said  commissioners 
shall  also,  upon  his  transmitting  the  said  copies  in  manner 
aforesaid,  be  entitled  to  demand  and  receive  from  the  lords 
commissioners  of  the  treasury  in  Dublin,  such  sum  or  sums  , 
for  his  attendance  on  the  execution  of  the  said  commission, 
as  the  said  commissioners  shall,  under  their  hands,  certify 
to  be  reasonable,  not  exceeding  the  amount  of  two  guineas 
for  each  day  of  his  attendance  on  the  execution  of  the  said 
commissipn,  together  with  such  sum  for  the  copies  of  the 
evidence  transmitted  to  the  clerk  of  the  crown  in  Ireland, 
and  the  speaker  of  the  house,  in  manner  aforesaid,  as  the 
said  commissioners  shall  think  fit,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of 
sixpence  for  every  sheet,  consisting  of  seventy-two  words, 
the  said  copies  shall  contain. 

32.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  pecuniary  penal-  Penalties  may 
ties  in  and  by  this  act  imposed,  shall  and  may  be  recovered,  Sy  c!urtofm 
with  full  costs  of  suit,  by  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  record  in  ire- 
sue  for  the  same  by  action  of  debt,  in  any  court  of  record  in  "*  ' 

that  part  of  the  united  kingdom  called  Ireland ;  in  which 
action  it  shall  be  sufficient  for  the  plaintiff  or  plaintiff}  to 
declare,  that  the  defendant  or  defendants  is  or  are  indebted 
to  him  or  them,  (to  the  amount  of  the  penalty  sued  for)  by 
virtue  of  this  act ;  and  in  which  action  no  essoign,  privilege, 
protection,  or  wager  of  law,  shall  be  allowed,  nor  more  than 
one  imparlance. 

33.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That  Eimtetion  0f 
every  indictment,  information,  or  action,  for  any  offence.  **     ** 
against  thjs  act,  or  any  forfeiture  incurred  under  the  same, 

shall  be  found,  filed,  or  commenced,  within  one  year  after  0ne  year» &c- 
the  commission  of  the  fact  on  which  such  indictment,  in- 
formation, or  action  shall  be  grounded,  or  within  six  months 
after  the  conclusion  of  the  proceedings  in  the  house  of  com- 
mons, relating  to  the  petition  on  the  trial  of  which  such  fact 
shall  have  arisen. 


Anno  43<>  Georgii  III.  Cap.  25. 

4»  Aet  for  better  securing  the  Freedom  of  Elections,  of  Mem- 
bers to  serve  in  Parliament  for  any  Place  in  Ireland,  by 
disabling  certain  Officers  employed  in  the  Collection  or 
Management  of  his  Majesty* s  Revenues  in  -Ireland  from, 
giving  their  Votes  at  such  Elections,  A.  D.  1803. 

For  the  better  securing  the  freedom  of  elections  of  mem- 
hers  to  serve  in  parliament,  be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  from  S^aSSri' 
and  after  {he  first,  day  of  June,  1803,  no  commissioner,  col-  of  the  revenue 
lector,  surveyor,  supervisor,  gauger,  or  other  oflicer  or  per- ,n  IreUnd 
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rendered  in-    80n  whatsoever,  concerned  or  employed  in  the  charging, 
voting^in  any  collecting,  levying,  or  managing  the  duties  of  excise  in  Ire- 
-  election  of     land,  or  any  branch  or  part  thereof;  nor  any  commissioner, 
serve  in  par-  collector,  surveyor  comptroller,  searcher,  or  other  officer  or 
ir"pend  "for    Person  whatsoever,  concerned  or  employed  in  the  charging, 
collecting,  levying,  or  managing  the  duties  of  customs  in 
Ireland,  or  any  branch  or  part  thereof;  nor  any  surveyor, 
collector,  comptroller,  inspector,  or  other  officer  or  person 
whatsoever  concerned,  engaged,  or  employed  by  or  under 
,       the  commissioners  of  his  majesty's  revenue  in  Ireland,  in  the 
charging,  collecting,  levying,  or  managing  any  of  the  duties, 
taxes,  or  impositions  in  Ireland,  paid  or  levied  under  the 
direction  of  such  commissioners,  or  any  of  them;  nor  any 
commissioner,  officer,  or  other  person,  concerned  or  employed 
in  collecting,  receiving,  or  managing  any  of  the  duties  on 
stamped  vellum,  parchment,  and  paper,  in  Ireland,  nor  any 
person  appointed  by  the  said  last-mentioned  commissioners 
for  distributing  of  stamps  in  Ireland  ;  nor  any  postmaster, 
or  postmasters-general,  or  his  cr  their  deputy  or  deputies ; 
nor  any  person  employed  by  or  under  him  or  them  in  re- 
ceiving, collecting,  or  managing  the  revenue  of  the  post-of- 
fice in  Ireland,  or  any  part  thereof;  nor  any  captain,  master, 
or  mate  of  any  ship,  packet,  or  other  vessel  employed  by  or 
under  the  postmaster  or  postmasters-general  in  Ireland,  in 
conveying  the  mail  from  and  to  Ireland,  to  or  from  Great 
Britain,  or  to  or  from  any  other  place  whatever,  shall  be 
capable  of  giving  his  vote  in  any  election  for  the  choice  of 
any  representative  in  parliament  for  any  county,    city, 
county  of  a  city,  borough,  town  corporate,  university,  or 
officers/ and    otner  place  whatever  in  Ireland ;  and  if  any  person  hereby 
-  tor  twelve       made  incapable  of  voting,  as  aforesaid,  shall  nevertheless 
hoidin|*ucn  presume  to  give  his  vote  during  the  time  he  shall  hold,  or 
offices,  void,    within  twelve  calendar  months  after  he  shall  cease  to  hold, 
shaU°for?eitre  or  execute  any  of  the  offices  aforesaid,  contrary  to  the  true 
100/.  and  be    intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  such  votes  so  given  shall  be 
>n«apacitated.  held  null  and  voidj  tQ  rU  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever ; 

and  every  person  so  offending  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  pounds,  Irish  currency,  one  moiety  thereof  to  the 
informer,  and  the  other  moiety  thereof  to  be  paid  into  the 
hands  of  the  treasurer  of  the  county,  city,  town,  or  place,  in 
Ireland,  within  which  such  offence  shall  have  been  commit- 
ted, to  be  applied  and  disposed  of  to  the  use  of  some  public 
charitable  institution,  or  to  such  other  charitable  purposes, 
within  the  said  county,  city,  town,  or  place,  as  the  justices 
at  the  next  general  quarter-session  of  the  peace  to  be  held 
for  such  county,  city,  town,  or  place,  in  Ireland,  shall  think 
fit,  and  to  be  recovered  by  any  person  that  will  sue  for  the 
same,  by  action  of  debt,  bill,  plaint,  or  information,  in  any 
of  his  majesty's  courts  of  record  in  Dublin,  in  which  no-  es- 
soign,  protection,  privilege,  or  wager  of  law,  nor  pore  than 
one  imparlance  shall  be  allowed ;  and  the  person  against 
whom  any  such  penalty  shall  be  recovered,  shall  become, 
and  is  hereby  declared,  disabled  and  incapable  of  ever 
bearing  or  executing  any  office  or  place  of  trust  whatsoever, 
under  his  majesty,  his  heirs  or  successors. 
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2.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted,  That  nothing  Not  to  extend 
in  this  act  .contained  shall  extend,    or  be  construed  to  fi°ces*tent  °f~ 
extend,  to  any  office  in  Ireland    now  held,  or  usually 
granted  to  be  held  by  letters  patent,  for  any  estate  of  inhe- 
ritance or  freehold. 

3.  Provided  also,  and  be  it  enacted,  That  nothing  herein  nor  to  persons 
contained  shall  extend  to  any  person  who  shall  resign  his  resigning  be- 
office  or  employment  on  or  before  the  said  first  day  of  June,  Jao3.June  lf 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  three. 

4.  Provided  also,  and  be  it  enacted,  That  no  person  limitation  of 
•shall  be  liable  to  any  forfeiture  or  penalty  by  this,  act  laid  actions  tbr^ 
or  imposed,  unless  prosecution  for  the  same  be  commenced  months?8 12 
within  twelve  calendar  months  next  after  such  penalty  or 
forfeiture  .shall  be  incurred. 


Anno  45<>  Georgii  III.  Cap.  69. 

An  Act  for  amending  an  Act  passed  in  the  Parliament  of 
Ireland,  in  the  Thirty-fifth  Year  of  his  present  Majesty, 
for  regulating  the  Election  of  Members  to  serve  in  Parlia- 
ment, so  far  as  relates  to  Freeholds  under  the  yearly  Value 
of  Twenty  Pounds';  and  for  making  further  and  other 
Regulations  relating  thereto.  A.  D.  1805. 

Whereas  by  an  act  passed  in  the  parliament  of  Ireland, 
in  the  thirty-fifth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  present  majesty 
king  George  the  Third,  intituled,  c  An  act  for  regulating  jrjSh  act,  35 
the  election  of  members  ,to  serve  in  parliament,  and  for  G*o.  ^.c.  s?. 
repealing  the  several  acts  therein  mentioned/  it  is  enacted,  &c. 
That  no  person  shall  be  admitted  to  vote  at  any  election  of 
a  member  or  members  to  serve  in  parliament,  by  virtue  of  a 
freehold  under  the  yearly  value  of  twenty  pounds,  unless 
such  freehold  shall  have  been  in   his  actual  occupation, 
either  by  his  residing  thereon,  or  tilling   or   grazing  the 
same,  to  the  amount  of  forty -shillings  yearly  value  thereof,' 
at  the  time  of  his  registering  the  same,  pursuant  to  the 
provisions  of  the  said  act,  and  also  for  six  successive 
calendar  months  at  the  least,   between  the  date  of  such 
registry  and  the  test  of  the  writ  for  holding  the  election, 
unless  such  freehold  shall  have  come  to  such  person  by 
devise,  descent,  marriage,  or  marriage-settlement,  and  was 
demised  at  the  time  it  so  came,  and  continued,  at  the  time 
of  such  election,  to  be  held  under  him  by  virtue  of  such 
demise  :  And  whereas  the  aforesaid  wholesome  provisions 
of-  the  said  recited  act  may  be  evaded,  by  pretended  grants 
of,  or  agreements  for,  leases  for  a  life  or  lives,  though  no 
lease  shall  have  been  executed,  or  such  life  or  lives  been 
nominated :  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  &c.  That,  every  person  Persons  pos- 
who,  from  and  after  the  'passing  of  this  act,  shall  register  **f}nz  a  free- 
a  freehold  under  the  yearly  value  of  twenty  pounds,  not  20/! .  noTaris- 
arising  from  a  rent-charge,  shall  register  the  same  in  manner  iu&  from  a 
and  form  following,  instead  of  registering  it  in  manner  and  Kalf Jegwter 
form  prescribed  by  said  recited  act,  or  any  law  or  laws  now  the  same,  as 
in  force ;  (that  is  to  say,)  he  shall,  at  a  sessions  of  the  edon^aft.*1* 
peace  for  the  county,  county  of  a  town,  or  city,  wherein 

2i 
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his  freehold  lies,  held  twelve  months  at  the  least  previous 
to  the  test  of  the  writ  for  holding;  the  election  at  which  he 
shall  tender  his  vote,  produce,  in  open  court,  the  deed, 
lease,  or  instrument  under  which  his  freehold  arises,  and 
take  and  subscribe  the  following  oath,  or,  if  a  quaker, 
the  following  affirmation : 
lorro  of  oath.      *  I,  4.  B.,  of  ,  in  the  county  of 

,  [or,  of  the  county  of  the  city,  or  town 
of  ,  as  the  case  may  be,]  do  swear, 

[or,  if  a  quaker,  affirm,]  that  I  am  a  freeholder  of  the 
county  of  ,  and  that  I  have  a  freehold 

therein,  arising  from  [an  house  or  houses,  land,  or  both, 
or  other  hereditaments,  as  the  case  may  be,]  of  the 
clear  yearly  value  of  forty  shillings  at  the  least,  above  all 
charges  payable  out  of  the    same,    lying  and   being   at 

,  [naming  the  town-land  or  town- 
lands,  or  other  denomination  by  which  the  place  is  gene- 
rally known,  and  barony  or  half-barony,  or  baronies  or 
half-baronies,  wherein  it  is  situate,]  in  this  county,  [and  if 
in  a  city,  or  town,  or  county  of  a  city  or  town,  naming  the 
same,  and  the  street,  and  square,  row,  alley,  lane,  or 
place  ;]  and  that  the  said  freehold  does  not  arise  from  a 
rent-charge,  and  that  the  same  arises  by  virtue  of  the  deed, 
lease,  or  instrument  which  I  now  produce,  bearing  date 
the  day  of  ,  in  the  year  , 

for  the  life  or  lives  of  A.  B.  and  C.  D.,  [or,  in  case  the 
said  freehold  be  not  for  life  or  lives,  then  stating  the  nature 
of  his  tenure,  as  the  case  may  be,]  at  the  yearly  rent  of 

,  and  that  I  am  in  the  actual  occu- 
pation thereof,  by  residing  thereon,  or  by  tilling,  or  by 
grazing,  or  by  both  tilling  and  grazing,  [as  the  case  may  be,] 
to  the  amount  of  at  least  forty  shillings  yearly  value 
thereof;  and  that  the  said  freehold  is  not  set,  or  agreed  to 
be  set,  to  the  person  or  persons  who  executed  the  said 
,  deed,  lease,  or  instrument,  or  to  the  heirs  or  assigns  of 
such  person  or  persons,  or  to  any  one  in  trust  for  him,  her, 
or  them,  nor  do  I  intend  to  set  the  same  to  such  person  or 
persons,  or  any  of  them ;  and  that  I  have  not  agreed  to 
set  it,  for  the  term  for  which  I  hold  it ;  nor  have  I  procured 
it  fraudulently,  or  in  exchange  for  a  freehold  in  any  other 
county.  '  So  help  me  God.' 

Freeholds  not     And  if  the  freehold,  in  right  or  virtue  whereof  any  per- 
i'ieed?£x!shali  8on  SQa^  desire  to  qualify  himself  to  vote,  shall  not  arise 
b«  truiy.de-    by  virtue  of  a  deed,  lease,  or  instrument,  the  person  desir- 
o»?h.     m      M£  to  register  it  shall  describe  the  same  in  the  oath  or  affir- 
mation so  to  be  taken  by  him,  according  to  the  true  state 
and  nature  of  his  tenure ;  in  which  case  the  words  in  'the 
foregoing  oath,  importing  that  the  same  arises  by  virtue  of 
deed,  lease,  or  instrument,  shall  be  omitted,  and  such  de- 
scription inserted  in  the  place  thereof. 
oath  shall  be     2.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  every  such  oath  or  affirmation 
recorded.        shall  be  read  aloud  in  open  court,  and  be  signed  by  two  at 
least  of  the  justices  presiding  there ;  and  shall  be  then 
delivered  by  the  court  to  the  acting  clerk  of  the  peace,  to 
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tie  filed  and  kept  amongst  the  records  of  the  county, 
county  of  a  city,  or  town,  wherein  such  freehold  shall  lie. 

3.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  every  deed,  lease,  or  I*3Jl'c*f  •  w 
instrument,  produced  by  any  person  making  the  affidavit  or  ?hai|Ubf  mark- 
affirmation  aforesaid,  shall  be  indorsed  at  the  time,  in  open  gj^jj1*  regU* 
court,  by  the  acting  clerk  of  the  peace,  with  his  name,  and 

the  day  of  the  month  and  year ;  and  the  clerk  of  the  peace 
shall  then  and  there  compare  the  deed,  lease,  or  instrument 
with  the  affidavit  of  registry ;  and  he  shall,  within  ten 
days  from  the  date  thereof  enter  in  the  book  of  his 
registry,  the  date  thereof,  the  names  of  the  parties,  and  the 
name  or  names  of  the  life  or  lives  for  which  the  same  is 
held. 

4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  from  and  after  the  J^Jg  ^aU 
twenty-ninth  day  of  September,  one  thousand  eight  hun-  such'VrVhoid 
dred  and  nine,  no  person  shall  be  admitted  to  vote  at  any  JJJ^j™81*" 
election  to  be  held  in  Ireland,  for  a  member  or  members  to  month*' 
serve  in  parliament,  by  virtue  of  a  freehold  under  the  clear 

yearly  value  of  twenty  pounds,  who  shall  not  have  so 
registered  his  freehold   twelve  calendar  months,  at  the 
least,  before  the  test  of  the  writ  for  holding  the  election  at 
which  he  shall  offer  his  vote ;  and  that  every  person  who  On  voting 
shall  offer  to  vote  as  a  freeholder,  in  right  of  a  freehold  3tS£  particu- 
nnder  the  yearly  value  of  twenty  pounds,  shall,  before  he  {*"  of  trve- 
shall  be  admitted  to  poll  at  any  election,  if  required  by  if^uSSd? 
the  sheriff,  or  any  elector,  declare,  upon  oath,  from  whom 
be  holds  or  derives  his  freehold,  if  he  holds  it  under  any 
person  or  persons ;  and  if  the  same  be  situate  in  a  city, 
town  corporate,  or  market- town,  and  describe  the  street,  or 
part  of  the  city  or  town  in  which  the  same  is  situate,  and 
who  are  his  next  resident  neighbours,  and  when  the  same 
was  granted,  and  for  what  life  or   lives,  and  whether 
such  life  or  lives,  or  any  of  them,  is  or  are  in  being  at  the 
time  of  such  election  ;  and  whether  he  is  the  person  who 
actually  registered  the  freehold  under  which  he  desires  to 
vote  ;  and  the  said  declarations,  in  all  such  cases,  shall  be 
^entered  in  the  poll-book  taken   by  the  sheriffs,  or  their  * 
deputies,  at  such  election  ;  and  he  shall,  if  so  required  by 
any  elector,  before  he  be  admitted  to  poll,  take  the  follow- 
ing oath : 

*  I,  A,   B.j  Of  in  the  COUnty  Of  Form  of  oath. 

,  [or,  of  the  town  or  city  of  \ 
,]  do  swear,  [or,  if  a  quaker,  do 
affirm,]  that  I  am  a  freeholder  of  this  county  ;  and  that  I 
hare  a  freehold  therein,  arising  from  a  house  or  houses, 
land,  or  both,  or  other  hereditaments,  [as  the  case  may 
be,]  of  the  yearly  value  of  forty  shillings  at  the  least, 
above  all  oharges  payable  out  of  the  same,  lying  and  being 
at  ,  in    the  barony  or  baronies,  half- 

barony  or  half-baronies,  of  ,  in  this  county,  [and 

if  in  a  city  or  town,  or  county  of  a  city  or  town,  naming  the 
same,  and  the  street,  Bquare,  row,  alley,  lane,  or  place  ;] 
and  that  the  said  freehold  does  not  arise  from  a  rent- 
charge.  %  l  So  help  me  God.' 
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Additional         5.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  if 
if 'required.  '  *ny  candidate  or  elector  shall  desire  the  words  following  ' 
to  be  added,  '  and  that  the  same  arises  by  virtue  of  a  deed, 
lease,  or  instrument,  [or  otherwise,-  as  the  case  may  be] 
bearing  date  the  day  of  in  the  year  for 

the  life  or  lives  of  ;  and  that  the  said 

one  of  the  aforesaid  lives,  is  still  alive,  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge  and  belief;'  [unless  lie  is  himself  one  of  the 
lives,  in  which  case  he  shall  swear,]  '  that  I  am  one  of  the 
lives  therein/  instead  of  the  words,  *  that  the  said 
one  of  the  aforesaid  lives,  is  stUl  alive,  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge  and  belief;'  [or  in  case  the  said  freehold  be  not 
for  life  or  lives,  then  stating  the  nature  of  his  tenure,  or 
the  words  following,]  *  and  that  I  have  been  in  the  actual 
occupation  thereof  for  twelve  successive  calendar  months, 
between  [naming  the  day  he  registered  the 

same,]  and  [naming  the  date  of  the  teste  of 

the  writ  for  holding  this  election,]  by  residing  thereon,  or 
by  tilling  and  by  grazing,  or  by  both  tilling  and  grazing, 
[as  the  case  may  be]  to  the  amount  of  at  least  forty  shil- 
lings yearly  value  thereof  [as  the  case  may  be]';'  or  the 
words  following,  '  and  that  the  said  freehold  is  not  set,  or 
agreed  to  be  set,  to  the  person  or  persons  who  executed 
the  said  deed,  lease,  or  instrument,  or  to  the  heirs  or 
assigns  of  such  person  or  persons,  or  to  any  one  in  trust 
for  him  or  them  ;  nor  do  I  intend  to  set  the  same  to  such 
person  or  persons,  or  any  of  them ;  and  that  I  have  not 
set  it,  or  agreed  to  set  it,  for  the  term  for  which  I  hold  it ; 
and  that  I  have  not  been  polled  before  at  this  election  ;  and 
that  I  am,  to  the  best  of  my  belief,  of  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years :'  the  same  shall,  or  so  much  thereof  as  shall  be 
so  desired,  be  added  to  the  said  oath  or  affirmation,  before 
the  person  offering  to  vote  shall  be  admitted  to  poll. 
Oath  iA  elec-       6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  blanks  in  the  said 

iii°"o!lf lrmity  oatn  or  affirmation  8na11  De  BNed  UP  *n  conformity  to  the 
"vit^'tiiatTn  oath  or  affirmation,  which  the  peiBon  going  to  take  the 
registry.  (See  game  shall  have  taken  at  the  time  of  his  registering  such 

freehold. 
provisions  of     7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from  and  after  the 
exteodeSTto    commencement  of  this  act,  all  the  provisions,  clauses,  con* 
thK  ditions,  regulations,  and  penalties,  of  the  said  recited 

acts,  or  any  acts  amending  the  same,  with  respect  to  free- 
holds, under  the  yearly  value  of  twenty  pounds,  and  which 
are  not  hereby  altered  or  repealed,  shall  be  applied,  con- 
strued, deemed,  and  taken  to  extend  to  freeholds  under  the 
value  of  twenty  pounds,  the  registry  whereof  is  by  this 
act  directed  and  required,  as  fully  and  effectually  as  if  the 
same  were  hereby  and  herein  specifically  enacted  and 
applied  thereto. 
Grants  of  8.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  if  any  person  or  persons 

fmhoidv1      8na11  fraudulently  and   knowingly  grant  any  interest  im- 
shaii  be  valid  porting  to  be  a  freehold,  which  really  is  not  so,  with  intent 
sflmtor!*16      t0  enable  any  person  to  vote,  such  grant  shall  be  good  and 
valid  against  the  grantor  thereof  for  every  purpose  but 
enabling  the  grantee  to  vote. 
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0.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  such  grantor  shall  P*0^  ^ 
lie  possessed  only  of  a  term  of  years  therein,  and  shall  greutorseniW 
demise  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  for  a  life  or  lives, 
'with  intent  to  induce  the  lessee  therein  to  register  such  as 
a  freehold,  or  to  vote  as  a  freeholder  thereout,  he  shall 
forfeit  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  to  any  person  who 
Jthali  sue  for  the  same  by  action,  bill,  plaint,  or  information 
in  any  court  of  law. 

10.  And  for  the  better  securing  the  performance  of  the  Oath  of  clerk 
duties  hereby  and  by  the  said  in  part  recited  act,  or  by  any  performance 
other  act  or  acts  directed  to  be  performed  by  the  clerk  of  of  acts.  . 
the  peace  or  his  deputy,  in  respect  to  the  registry  of  free- 
lioids,  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  several  clerks  of  the 
peace,  or  their  deputies,  of  the  several  counties  of  Ireland, 
shall  at  the  general  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace,  or  ad- 
journment thereof,  next  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  or  at 
the  next  general  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace,  or  adjourn- 
ment thereof,  next  after  his  appointment,  take  and  sub- 
scribe an  oath  in  the  form  following ;  and  which  oath  the  ~ 
justices  presiding  at  the  said  session  are  hereby  directed 
and  empowered  to  administer  : 

*  I,  A.  B.,  clerk  or  deputy  clerk  of  the  peace  for  the 
county  of  [as  the  case  may  be,]  do  swear,  that 

I  will  faithfully  and  honestly,  and  without  favour  or  affec- 
tion, perform  and  discharge  the  several  duties  directed  to 
be  performed  by  the  clerks  and  deputy  clerks  of  the  peace, 
by  an  act  passed  in  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  in  the  thirty* 
fifth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  present  majesty,  intituled,  *  An  35  g.  3.  c.  sa. 
act  for  regulating  the  election  of  members  .to  serve  in  par- 
liament, and  for  repealing  the  several  acts  therein  men- 
tioned ;'  and  by  an  act  passed  in  the  forty-fifth  year  of  his 
present  majesty's  reign,  entitled,  [here  set  forth  the  title 
of  this  act]  ;  and  that  i  will  not  demand  or  receive  any  fee 
•or  fees,  for  discharging  any  of  the  said  duties,  which 
I  ajn  not  entitled  to  by  law.  '  So  help  me,  God/ 

And  which  oath  the  said  clerks  and  deputy  clerks  of 
the  peace  are  hereby  required  to  deliver  to  the  treasurer 
of  the  county,  to  preserve  amongst  bis  records  of  the 
■county. 

11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  several  and 
respective  clerks  and  deputy  clerks  of  the  peace  shall  from  Copies  of  re- 
time to  time  as  directed  by  the  said  in  part  recited  act  of  gjfte."  *h*^ 
the  thirty-fifth  year  of  bis  present  majesty's  reign,  give  to  cieK^TUaL, 
«very  freeholder  who  shall  require  the  same,  a  full,  .tree,  gjj  ***■ 
and  correct  return  of  the  names  of  all  such  persons  as  shall 
register  their  freehold  according  to  the  directions  of  this 

act  and  of  the  said  act  of  the  thirty-fifth  year  of  his  pre- 
sent majesty's  reign,  and  shall  certify  at  the  foot  thereof, 
that  the  said  return  so  made  is  true  and  correct,  according 
to  the  schedule  hereunto  annexed. 

12.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That  Persons  bav- 
nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  extend,  or  be  construed  frJehoSfbe?! 
to  extend,  to  prevent  any  person  who  shall  have  registered  fore  1st  Aug. 
his  freehold  before  the  first  day  of  August  next  ensuing,  1805» under 
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existing  acts,  pursuant  to  the  laws  in  force  for  that  purpose,  from  voting 
«ny7eiectfonftt  at  any  election  for  a  member  or  members  to  serve  in  partial 
previous  to  ment,  the  teste  of  the  writ  for  holding  which  shall  hear 
on tpn3uc2!g!  date  before  the  twenty-ninth  of  September,  one  thousand 
tbeirdeed.  '  eight  hundred  and  nine ;  but  every  person  who  might  by  the 
law  in  force  vote  at  any  such  election,  shall  and  may  vote 
thereat  as  fully  and  freely,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as 

-  if  this  act  had  not  been  made,  subject  to  all  and  singular 
the  clauses,  conditions,  oaths,  and  regulations,  appointed 
and  provided  by  the  said  in  part  recited  act,  provided  he 
shall  produce  to  the  returning  officer,  if  required  by  him 
or  any  elector,  the  deed,  lease,  article,  or  agreement,  under 
which  he  shall  have  registered  such  freehold,  duly  executed 
prior  to  such  registry. 

ments Tnd  **"  And  *°r  ^  P*****  convenience  of  registering  free^ 

lTpse  o?nses-     holds,  be  it  enacted,  That  every  adjournment  of  a  sessions 
sions.  0f  ^e  peace,  and  every  adjournment  of  an  adjournment, 

shall  be  deemed  a  sessions  of  the  peace  within  the  meaning 
of  the  said  act  and  this  present  act ;  and  in  case  there 
shall  have  been  no  adjournment  of  such  sessions,  or  no  ad- 
journment of  an  adjournment  of  such  sessions,  and  that 
such  sessions  shall  in  such  case  lapse,  a  sessions  shall  be 
holden  at  which  the  clerk  of  the  peace,  or  his  deputy,  shall 
and  is  hereby  required  to  attend,  for  the  purpose  of  register- 
ing the  freeholders,  the  first  Monday  in  the  next  month,  at 
the  place  where  the  last  general  sessions  of  the  peace 
shall  have  been  held,  for  the  purpose  of  registering  free- 
holders ;  and  every  adjournment  of  every  such  sessions  to 

-  any  city  or  market  town  within  the  county  shall  be  deemed 
and  taken  to  be  a  sessions  within  the  meaning  of  the  said 
act,  or  this  present  act. 

SSSry  2Jd  14'  Apm  be  "it-further  enacted,  That  if  any  person,  in 
subornation  as  taking  any  oath  or  affirmation  herein  before  appointed  or 
under  existing  authorized  to  be  taken  at  any  registry,  or  before  any  re- 
turning officer  or  officers,  shall  thereby  commit  wilful  per- 
jury, and  be  thereof  convicted  ;  or  if  any  person  shall  un- 
lawfully and  corruptly  procure  or  suborn  any  other  person 
to  take  any  such  oath  or  affirmation,  whereby  he  or  such 
person  or  persons  shall  commit  such  wilful  perjury,  and 
shall  be  thereof  convicted,  he,  or  such  person  or  persons  so 
offending,  shall  incur  such  pains  and  penalties  as  are  in*- 
dieted  by  any  act  or  acts  for  the  more  effectual  preventing 
and  further  punishment  of  perjury  and  subornation  of  per- 
jury. 
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Schedule  to  which  this  Act  refers. 
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Anno  47°  Georgii  III.  Cap.  14. 

An  Act  to  amend  several  Acts,  for  regulating  the  Trial  of  con- 
troverted Elections,  or  Returns  of  Members  to  serve  in  Par- 
liament.  so  far  as  the  same  relate  to  Ireland. 

A.  D.  1807. 


4«G.3.cl06. 


Whereas  an  act  was  made  in  the  forty-second  year  of 
the  reign  of  his  present  majesty,  intituled,  *  An  act  for  re- 
gulating the  trial  of  controverted  elections,  or  returns  of 
members  to  serve  in  the  united  parliament,  for  Ireland,  and 
it  is  expedient  that  further  regulations  should  be  made,  for 
Cleric  to  com-  carrying  the  said  act  into  execution  :  be  it  therefore  enact- 
SwSgev"  for  «d>  &c.  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  when 
dence  under  -  any  person  shall  be  appointed  to  be  clerk  to  the  commis- 
SSSttoram.  sioners  under  the  said  recited  act,  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
'  amining  any  matters  or  things  referred  to  them  by  any  se- 
lect committee  of  the  house  of  commons,  in  manner  direct- 
ed by  the  said  recited  act,  such  person  so  appointed  to  be 
clerk  shall  be  sworn  by  the  chairman  of  the  said  commis- 
sioners, faithfully  and  truly  to  take  down  in  writing  the 
evidence  adduced  before  the  said  commissioners,  and,  from 
day  to  day,  as  occasion  may  require,  to  transcribe,  or  cause 
the  same  to  be  transcribed,  for  the  use  of  the  said  com- 
missioners ;  and  that  in  taking  down  the  said  evidence  in 
writing,  he  will  give  the  exact  words  in  which  such  evi- 
dence shall  be  delivered,  in  as  accurate  a  manner  as  the 
same  can  possibly  be  done,  and  will  in  all  things  conduct 
himself,  as  such  cleik,  without  favour,  affection,  or  malice, 
according  to  the  best  of  his  skill  and  judgment. 
£o  voter  shall      2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  person  shall  be 
SSoer^totJL  chosen  or  appointed  to  be  a  commissioner  under  the  said 
evidence,  nor  recited  act,  for  the  purposes  of  examining  any  matters  or 
commit    things  referred  to  commissioners  by  any  select  committee 
eRk  of  the  house  of  commons,  for  the  trial  of  any  petition 

under  the  provisions  of  the  said  recited  act,  or  to  be  clerk 
to  such  commissioners,  whojshall  have  voted  at  the  election 
in  question,  or  who  shall  have,  or  claim  any  right  or  title 
to  vote  for  the  county,  city,  borough,  town,  or  place,  res- 
pecting which  the  election  or  return  complained  of,  or  other 
subject-matter  of  such  petition  arose  or  happened  without 
the  consent  and  approbation,  in  writing,  of  the  petitioners 
and  sitting  members  by  and  against  whom  any  such  petition 

shall  be  preferred. 
Objection  to        3.  Provided  always,  That  any  objection  to  the  appoint- 
meats?*0"1'    ment  of  such  commissioner  shall  be  made  at  the  time  of  his 
being  chosen  and  appointed,  and  that  any  objection  to  the 
appointment  of>  such  clerk  shall  be  made  at  the.  first  meet- 
ing of  the  commissioners  ;  otherwise  any  objection,  either 
to  the  appointment  of  commissioner  or  clerk,  shall  be  in- 
valid, and  of  none  effect,  and  such  appointment  of  com- 
missioner or  clerk,  shall  be  valid  and  effectual  to  all  in- 
tents and  purposes. 
Ih?lstoivtaes      4«  And  be  i*  f«rther  enacted,  That  the  parties  appearing 
SilUtete  the  before  any  select  committee  of  the  house  of  commons,  trader 
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the  said  feeited  act,  and  delivering  any  lists  of  votes,  or  of  specific  obj«- 
the  names  of  voters  to  which  either  of  the  said  parties  pro-  where°  objee 
pose  and  intend  to  object,  shall,  in  such  lists,  specify  and  tj?ns.are 
particularize  against  every  vote,  and  against  the  name  of  ^rtofwhiST 
every  voter  contained  in  such  list,  the  specific  and  particu-  J5^Ti<k?2:  '* 
lar  ground  or  grounds  of  objection  upon  which  such  party  Say  bere-  e?r 
purposes  and  intends  to  object  against  such  vote  or  voter  ?ortefnfivo"  ' 
respectively ;  and  that  no  evidence  shall  be  adduced  be-  atious.     ve*~ 
fore  such  select  committee,  or  before  any  commissioners  to 
be  appointed  under  the  said  recited  act,  against  the  vali- 
dity of  any  vote  or  voter,  upon  any  ground  of  objection  to 
such  vote  or  voter,  other  than  one  of  the  grounds  so  spe- 
cified and  particularized  ;  and  that  if  any  ground  of  objec- 
tion shall  be  stated  against  any  vote  or  voter,  and  no  evi- 
dence shall  be  produced  before  such  select  committee,  or 
before  such  commissioners^  .to  substantiate  the  objection 
against  such  voter  or  voters^  upon  such  ground  of  objec- 
tion so .  stated,  and  if  the  select  committee  appointed  for 
•the  trial  of  the  petition  whereon  such  proceeding  shall 
arise,  shall  be  of  opinion  that  such  proceeding  was  frivo- 
lous and  vexatious,  the  said  committee  shall  report  the 
same  to  the  house  of  commons,  together  with  their  opinion 
on  th$  other  matters  relating  to  the  said  petition ;  and  the 
party  or  parties  against  the  votes  or  voters  for  whom  any 
objection  or  objections  shall  be  made,  on  which  no  evidence 
shall  be  produced,  shall,  in  such  case,  be  entitled  to  recover  > 

from  the  party  or  parties,  by  or  on  whose  behalf  any  such 
objection  or  objections  was  or  were  made,  the  full  costs 
and  expences  incurred  by  reason  of  such  frivolous  and  vex- 
atious objection  or  objections ;  which  costs  and  expences 
«hall  be  ascertained  and  recovered  in  the  same  manner  and 
form  as  are  now  provided  by  law  for  the  recovery  of  costs 
and  expences  in  cases  of  frivolous  or  vexatious  petitions,  or 
frivolous  or  vexatious  opposition  to  any  petition. 

5.  And  be  it  further  enacted r  That  when  any  select  com*  Serecf  com-  * 
mittee  of  the  house  of  commons  shall  re-assemble  to  try  SJ<!SSmg?r 
and  determine  the  merits  of  any  petition  under  the  said  before  coin- 
recited  act,  after  any  proceedings  shall  have  been  had  by  }}SSeinay> 
or  before  any  commissioners  appointed  under  the  said  re-  send  for  pa- 
cited  act,  for  examining  any  matters  which  shall  have  been  SuSd^ore0" 
referred  to  them  by  such  select  committee,  it  shall  and  may  such  com  mis- 
be  lawful  for  such  select  committee  to  send  for  all  or  any  Ju^re-sSem- 
such  books,  papers,  and  records,  or  other  written  documents,  bling  the  com- 
as were  produced  in  evidence  before  such  commissioners,  b^sffifnot 
in  like  manner  as  such  select  committee  might  have  done,  enter  into  new 
if  no  sucji  proceedings  had  been  had  by  or  before  Slich  P°intethere0tt- 
commissioners,  and  without  directing  any  warrant  to  the 
chairman  of  the  said  commissioners,  and  without  ordering 
or  directing  the  said  commissioners  to  re-assemble :  pro- 
vided always,  That  such  select  committee  shall*  in  all 
other  respects,  proceed  to  try  the  merits  of  such  petition, 
in  manner  directed  by  the  said  recited  act,  and  shall  de- 
termine on  all  such  matters  and  things  as- shall  have  been 
tried  and  examined  by  the  said  commissioners  from  the 
written  minutes  of  the  evidence  and  proceedings  before  the 
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said  commissioners,  and  from  the  inspection  of  such  books, 
papers,  records,  and  documents,  so  far  only  as  may  relate 
to  such  evidence  and  proceedings ;  but  such  select  com- 
mittee shall  not  call  for,  or  receive  in  evidence,  any  ex- 
tracts from   such  books,  papers,  records,  or  documents, 
other  than  such  as  were  received  and  produced  before  such 
Commissioners,  nor  to  any  point,  or  matter  not  in  issue  be- 
fore such  commissioners. 
Clerk  to  com-     6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  clerk  to  be  ap- 
shsfi%eipaid  pointed  by  any  commissioners  for  the  purpose  of  examining 
three-pence     matters  and  things  referred  to  them  by  any  select  commit- 
IJoV^eVof7  tee»  ulM*er  the  said  recited  act,  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
minutes  and    make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  true  copies  of  the  minutes  of 
s«ed42  G*.  3.    *^  proceedings  before  such  commissioners,  and  of  all  such 
c.  106    "        evidence  as  shall  be  given  or  produced  before  them,  and 
shall  give  one  such  copy  to  each  of  the  parties  interested, 
or  his  or  their  agent,  or  to  such  of  them  as  shall  demand 
the  same,  on  being  paid  for  each  sheet  of  the  said  copy, 
consisting  of  seventy-two  words,  the  sum  of  three-pence 
and  no  more  ;  and  that  for  copies  of  the  said  minutes  and 
evidence  to  be  transmitted  by  such  clerk  of*  the  commis- 
sioners to  the  clerk  of  the  crown  in  Ireland,  and  to  the 
speaker  of  tfie  house  of  commons  in  manner  direc|pd  by 
the  said  recited  act,  such  clerk  shall  receive  from  the  lords 
commissioners  of  the  treasury  in  Dublin,  such  sum  as  the 
said  commissioners,  whose  clerk  he  was,  shall  think  fit,  not 
exceeding,  in  any  case,  the  sum  of  three-pence  for  every 
sheet  consisting  of  seventy-two  words,  which  such  copy 
shall  contain,  and  no  rmore  ;  any  thing  in  the  said  recited 
act  to  the  contrary,  notwithstanding. 
l^mitinffthe       7.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
ceivedby  thT  *um  to  be  received  by  any  clerk  to  any  such  commissioners 
clerk  to  the     f0r  8UCD  copies  shall  not,  in  any  instance  or  under  any  rate 
er?for*copies  of  calculation,  exceed  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds  for  each  such 
?f  proceed-     copy,  containing  as  well  the  minutes  of  all  proceedings  as 
"***'    c'        of  all  evidence  given  or  produced  before  such  commission- 
ers, and  delivered  to  either  of  the  parties  interested,  or  his 
agent,  or  transmitted  to  the  clerk  of  the  crown  in  Ireland, 
or  to  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  commons,  respectively; 
any  thing  in  this  act,  or  iu  the  said  recited  act,  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding. 
Tipie  for  re-       8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  order  for  taking 
'nSSSSafrom ioto  cottrideration  any  petition  relative  to  the  trial  of  any 
Ireland  ex.     controverted  election,  or  return,  or  right  of  election,  in  Ire- 
tended  to  28    land,  shall  not  be  discharged  until  the  expiration  of  twenty- 
"See  28  G.  3.  c  eight  days  after  such  petition  shall  have  been  presented  to 
&>  s-  5.  tke  house  of  commons,  by  reason  that  the  recognizance  re- 

quired by  an  act,  made  in  the  twenty-eighth  year  of  his 
present  majesty's  reign,  intituled,  '  An  act  for  the  further 
regulation  of  the  trials  of  controverted  elections,  or  returns, 
of  members  to  serve  in  parliament,  was  not  received  by 
the  speaker  under  the  provisions  of  the  said  recited  act, 
any  thing  in  the  said  recited  act  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding :  and  in  case  such  recognizance  shall  not  be 
received  by  the  speaker  before  the  expiration  of  the  said 
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twenty-eight  days,  he  shall  report  the  same  to  the  house ; 
whereupon  the  house  ^shall  proceed  in  such  manner  as  they 
would  have  proceeded  under  the  said  recited  act,  in  case 
such  recognizance  had  not  been  received  by  the- speaker 
within  the  space  of  fourteen  days,  in  the  said  act  mentioned: 
Provided  always,  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  ex- 
tend, or  be  construed  to  extend,  to  alter  or  enlarge  the  time 
for  entering  into  such  recognizances,  under  the  provisions 
of  the  said  recited  act. 

9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  the  clauses,  powers,  £° ^e™  Jjj48 
penalties,  and  provisions  in  the  said  recited  act  of  the  forty-  extended  to  . 
second  year  of  his  present  majesty,  mentioned  and  contained,  *****  act* 
and  not  hereby  altered  or  repealed,  shall  be  applied  in  exe- 
cution, of  this  act  as  fully  and  effectually,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  as  if  the  said  clauses,  powers,  penalties,  and  pro- 
visions, were  expressly  repeated  and  re-enacted  in  this  act 

Anno  51°  Georgii  III.  Cap.  77. 

An  Act  to  amend  'the^Lates  for  regulating  the  Election,  in 
Irelandy  of  Members  to  serve  in  Parliament. 

A.  D.  1811. 

Whereas  by  an  act  made  in  the  forty-fifth  year  of  his  **  G  3-  '•  *• 
present  majesty's  reign,  intituled, '  An  act  for  amending 
an  act  passed  in  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  in  the 
thirty-fifth  year  of  his  present  majesty,  for  regulating  the 
election  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament,  so  far  as  relates 
to  freeholds  under  the  value  of  twenty  pounds,  and  for 
making  further  and  other  regulations  relating  thereto,'  it  is 
among  other  things  enacted,  that  every  person  who  shall 
register  a  freehold  under  the  yearly  value  of  twenty  pounds, 
not  arising  from  a  rent- charge,  shall  register  the  same 
twelve  months  previous  to  the  test  of  the  writ  for  holding  Secti. 
the  election  at  which  he  shall  tender  his  vote  in  manner 
and  form  required  by  the  said  act,  and  for  that  purpose  he 
shall  produce,  in  open  court,  at  a  session  of  the  peace,  the 
deed,  lease,  or  instrument  under  which  his  freehold  arises, 
and  take  and  subscribe  the  oath,  or  if  a  quaker,  the  affirma- 
tion, in  form  prescribed  in  the  said  act :  and  whereas  doubts 
have  arisen  as  to  the  words  to  be  used  in  certain  parts  of 
such  oath,  or  affirmation,  respectively ;  for  the  obviating  of 
all  such  doubts,  be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  every  oath  or  affir-  oaths  rUpect- 
mation  which  shall  have  been  made  at  any  time  before  the  g?«  JJJJy  rf 
passing  of  this  act,  or  which  shall  be  made  at  any  time  after  ©tared  valid. 
the  passing  of  this  act,  for  the  purpose  of  registering  his 
freehold  as  aforesaid,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  de- 
clared to  be  good,  valid,  sufficient,  and  effectual  in  law, 
if  4he  party  making  such  oath  or  affirmation  shall  have 
stated,  or  shall  state,  in  such  oath  or  affirmation,  that  his 
freehold  arises  either  by  virtue  of  a  deed,  or  by  virtue  of 
a  lease,  or  by  virtue  of  an  instrument  produced  by  him,  or 
by  virtue  of  a  deed,  lease,  or  instrument  produced  by  him, 
whether  all,  or  any,  or  either  of  the  said  terms,  deed,  lease, 
or  instrument  are  used  in  such  oath  or  affirmation ;  and 
that  every  such  oath  or  affirmation  shall  be  good,  valid,  suf- 
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ficient,  and  effectual  in  law,  in  which  either  the  whole 
yearly  rent,  or  the  yearly  rent  per  acre,  or  such  yearly  rent 
per  acre,   together  with  the  number  of  acres,   shall  be 
stated ;  and  whether  the  amount  of  receiver's  fees  and 
duties  is  or  is  not  included  in  the  specified  amount  of  such 
rent,  or  whether  the  sums  have  been,  or  shall  be,  set  forth 
in  figures  or  in  words  at  length ;  and  that  every  such  oath 
or  affirmation  shall  be  good,  valid,  sufficient,  and  effectual 
in  law,  in  which  the  actual  occupation  of  such  freehold 
shall  be  stated  to  be  either  by  residing  thereon,  or  by 
tilling  or  by  grazing,  or  by  tilling  or  grazing,  or  by  both 
tilling  and  grazing,  or  by  all,  or  any,  or  either  of  the  said 
means,  whether  -stated  copulatively  or  disjunctively. 
Wonth5  deem-     2.  And  whereas  doubts  have  arisen,  whether  by  the  said 
months.  W     recited  term  of  twelve  months,  is  meant  calendar  or  lunar 
months ;  Be  it  declared  and  enacted,  That  the  said  term 
of  twelve  months  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to   mean 
twelve  calendar  months. 
o  "tS*5^1^?     3*  Ajjd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  papist,  or  person 
der  13  andu  professing  the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  who,  at  any  time 
a*?  S\£ss    De*°re  *ne  Passing  of  this  act  shall  take  and  subscribe,  at 
Gis.djc.si,  any  time  previous  to  his  offering  to  poll  at  any  election, 
Jousts  under  *"e  oatn8  an^  declarations  contained  in  an  act,  passed  in 
.37  G.  3.  (U    the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  years  of  his  present  majesty's 
c-  47<  reign,  entitled,  '  An  Act  to  enable  his  majesty's  subjects,  of 

whatever  persuasion,  to  testify  their  allegiance  to  him;' 
and  also  an  act  passed  in  the  thirty- third  year  of  his  pre- 
sent majesty's  reign,  intituled,  '  An  aet  for  the  relief  of  his 
majesty's  popish  or  Roman  Catholic  subjects  in  Ireland,' 
in  some  one  ot  his  majesty's  four  courts  of  Dublin,  or  at 
any  assizes,  or  at  a  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  or  at  any 
adjournment  thereof,  or  at  any  adjournment  of  an  adjourn- 
ment thereof,  to  be  holden  for  any  county,  city,  or  town 
wherein  such  papist,  or  person  professing  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic religion,  doth  or  shall  inhabit  or  dwell,  in  open  court, 
or  at  any  election  in  manner  herein  provided,  shall  be 
entitled  to  vote  at  such  election  in  like  manner  as  if  he 
had  taken  and  subscribed  such  oath  and  declaration,  in 
manner  and  at  the  time  required  by  an  act,  made  in  the 
parliament  of  Ireland,  in  the  thirty-seventh  year  of  his 
present  majesty's  reign,  intituled,  4  An  act  for  the  farther 
regulation  of  the  election  of  members  to  serve  in  parlia- 
ment.' 
Returning  of-  4.  And,  in  order  that  any  person  desirous  of  taking 
point  persons  an<*  subscribing  such  oaths  and  declarations  at  any  elec- 
to  administer  tion,  may  have  an  opportunity  of  so  doing,  Be  it  enacted, 
oaths,  &c.       »|inat  from  an^  after  tbg  paaging  0f  this  act,  when  a  poll 

shall  be  demanded  at  any  election  of  a  member  or  members 
to  serve  in  parliament  for  any  county,  city,  town,  or  borough 
in  Ireland,  the  returning  officer  or  officers  at  any  such  elec- 
tion, after  such  poll  shall  be  demanded,  shall,  at  the 
instance  and  request  of  any  candidate  or  candidates  at 
such  election,  under  his  or  their  hand  or  bands,  immedi- 
ately after  such  request,  and  before  he  or  they  shall  pro- 
ceed further  in  taking   the  poll,  retain,  nominate,  and 
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appoint  two  or  more  justices  of  the  peace  (as  the  case  may 
require)  to  administer  the  oath*  and  declarations  required 
in  and  by  the  said  hereinbefore  recited  acts,  in  some  con- 
venient part  of  the  court  or  place  where  such  election  shall 
be  carrying  on,  so  as  not  to  interrupt  the  poll;  and  the  Clerk  of  the 
clerk  of  the  peace,  or  a  deputy  by  him  appointed  in  writing  gjgfi^teto" 
wider  his  hand  for  that  purpose,  shall  attend  such  persons  persons  ap- 
daring  the  administration  of  such  oaths  and  declarations,  v^iu*- 
and  shall  give  to  every  person  so  taking  and  subscribing 
such  oaths  and  declarations  a  certificate  thereof,  in  manner 
required  by  the  said  recited  acts ;  and  the  persons  to  be 
appointed  as  aforesaid  shall  have  full  power,  and  they  are 
hereby  authorized  and  required,  to  administer  all  and  every 
such  oaths  and  declarations  to  every  person  desirous  of 
taking  and  subscribing  the  same ;  and  every  such  person 
so  appointed  as  aforesaid,  shall,  immediately  after  such 
appointment  and  before  he  shall  take  upon  him  to  act 
under  such  appointment,  take  the  following  oath,  that  is 
to  eay, 

'  I,  ,  do  swear,  That  I  wiU  faithfully  and  impar-  Oath  w  per. 

tially  administer  the  oaths  and  declarations  now  required  tSg  cath?.' 
to  >be  taken  and  subscribed  by  papists,  or  persons  profess-  is  &  14G.  3. 
ing  the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  by  an  act  passed  in  the       c' 
thirteenth  year  of  his  present  majesty*  reign,  intituled, 
,  '  An  act  to  enable  his  majesty's  subjects,  of  whatever  per- 
suasion, to  testify  their  allegiance  to  him ;'  and  also  another 
act,  passed  in  the  thirty-third  year  of  his  present  majesty's 
reign,  intituled,  '  An  act  for  the  relief  of  his  majesty's  33  G.  3.(1.) 
popish  or  KomanXatholic  subjects  in  Ireland.'  c' 

And  every  clerk  of  the  peace,  or  bis  deputy  so  appointed 
for  the  purpose  as  aforesaid,  shall  at  the  same  time  take 
the  following  oath ;  that  is  to  say, 

'  I,  ,  do  swear,  That  1  will,  on  being  thereunto  oath  by  the 

requested,  fairly  and  truly  give  to  every  person  who  shall  ^ce 
now  take  and  subscribe  the  oaths  and  declarations  re- 
quired by  law  to  be  taken  by  persons  professing  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion,  in  order  to  entitle  them  to  vote  at  any 
election,  before  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  return- 
ing officer  for  that  purpose,  a  certificate  thereof  as  required 
by  law ;  and  that  .1  will  not  give  any  such  certificate  to  any 
person  before  he  shall  have  taken  and  subscribed  such 
oaths  and  declarations  as  shall  be  mentioned  in  such  certi- 
ficate, before  me  and  in  my  presence.' 
Which  oath,  to  be  taken  by  the  several  persons  respec- 
tively so  tone  appointed,  the  returning  officer  or  officers, 
or  any  of  them,  is  and  are  hereby  authorized  and  required 
to  administer. 

6.  A  no  whereas,  by  the  said  recited  act  of  the  thirty-  ssg.  3.  a.) 
third  year  of  his  present  majesty's  reign,  it  i*  enacted,  f^per'affictr 
That  the  names  of  such  persons  who  shall  so  take,  and  sub-  to  transmit  to 
Buibe  the  said  oaths  and  declarations,  with  their  titles  and  roiisfroiK 
additions,  shall  be  entered  upon  rolls  for  that  purpose  to  be  containing' 
appointed  by  the  aaid  respective  courts ;  and  that  the  said  JSSS's  taking 
rolls  shall  be  transmitted  to  and  deposited  ia  the  Rolls  oaths,  &c. 
Office  in  the  city  of  Dublin,  to  remain  amongst,  the  record* 
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thereof,  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  That  the  officer  of  the 
court,  where  such  oaths  and  declarations  shall  -have  been 
taken  and  subscribed,  shall,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  transmit 
to  the  said  office  of  the  rolls  all  such  rolls  as  shall  not 
have  been  duly  transmitted  before  the  passing  of  this  act ; 
and  such  officer  shall  also,  within  fourteen  days  after  the 
first  day  of  January  in  each  and  every  subsequent  year, 
transmit  to  the  said  office  of  the  rolls,  all  rolls  containing 
the  names,  titles,  and  additions  of  all  persons  who  shall 
have  taken  and  subscribed  such  oaths  and  declarations, 
which  shall  remain  in  the  office  of  such  court,  previous  to 
such  first  day  of  January  in  each  year. 
Officer  to  en-     6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  such  officer  shall, 
names  *&e?of  previous  to  his  transmitting  such  rolls  as  aforesaid  to  the 
persons,  con-    Rolls  Office,  justly  and  truly  enter  in  a  book,  in  alpha- 
***"«* » ««*  betical  order,  the  names,  residence,  and  additions  of  all 
persons  whose  names  shall  be  entered  in  such  rolls,  and 
such  book  shall  be  open  to  the  inspection  of  any  person 
requiring  to  see  the  same,  on  paying  to  such  officer  a  fee 
of  two  shillings  and  sixpence ;  and  in  case  any  person, 
who  shall  have  taken  and  subscribed,  or  who  shall  hereafter 
take  and  subscribe,  such  oaths  and  declarations  in  such 
court,  shall,  at  any  time  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  be 
desirous  of  obtaining  a  certificate  thereof,  and  shall  de- 
mand the  same  from  such  officer ;  and  if,  upon  reference  to 
such  book,  it  shall  appear  that  the  name,  with  the  resi- 
dence of  such  person,  is  contained  therein,  and  that  such 
person  so  demanding  a  certificate,  shall  verify  on  oath, 
that  he  actually  did,  at  any  former  time,  take  and  sub- 
scribe such  oaths  and  declarations  in  such  court,  then  such 
officer '  shall,  on  demand,  give  to  such  person  a  certificate 
thereof  in  manner  required  by  the  said  recited  act. 
in  what  case       7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  the  vote  of  any 
•flow«Lficate  Person  to  whom  such  certificate  shall  be  given  shall  be  re- 
fused on  account  of  the  invalidity  of  any  such  certificate, 
as  not  being  in  the  form  required  by  law,  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful  for  such  person  or  persons  to  demand  from  the 
clerk  of  the  peace,  his  deputy,  or  other  proper  officer,  a 
new  and  sufficient  certificate  [in  the  form*required  by  law, 
on  paying  to  such  officer  a  fee  of  one  shilling ;  and  such 
person  shall  be  permitted  to  poll,  (if  in  all  other  respects 
duly  qualified,)  upon  producing  such  new  certificate,  not- 
withstanding such  former  refusal. 
Officer  of  &•  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  such  officer  of 

fTO  to  trans?" court  wno  shall  neglect  or  omit  to  transmit,  in  manner  and 
mft  rolls  or    within  the  time  required  as  aforesaid,  the  said  rolls  to  the 
make  out  lists,  Rolls  Office,  or  who  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  make  such 
alphabetical  lists,  or  who  shall  omit  from  such  alphabetical 
list  the  name  of  any  person  entered  on  such  rolls  and  enti- 
tled to  any  such  certificate  as  aforesaid,  or  who  shall  insert 
in  such  alphabetical  list  the  name  of  any  person  not  so 
entered  and  entitled,  or  who  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  give 
any  certificate  herein  required  to  be  given,  shall,  for  every 
Penalty/       gucn  offence>  forfeit  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds ;  to  be 


APPEWDIX.]  IS  &  14  O.  III.  [IRELAND.  CClXT 

recovered  by  bill,  plaint,  or  information,  in  any  of  his  ma* 
jetty's  courts  of  record  in  Dublin. 


The  following  is  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  prescribed  to  be 
taken  by  an  Act  passed  in  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth 
Years  of  his  present  Majesty' s  Reign,  intituled,  '  An  Act 
to  enable  his  Majesty's  Subjects,  of  whatever  Persuasion, 
to  testify  their  Allegiance  to  him ;  and  referred  to  in  the 
foregoing  Acts. 

'  I,  A.  B.y  do  take  Almighty  God,  and  his  only  Son 
Jesus  Christ,  my  redeemer,  to  witness,  That  I  will  be 
faithful,  and  bear  true  allegiance  to  our  most  gracious  so- 
vereign, lord  king  George  the  Third,  and  him  will  defend, 
to  the  utmost  of  my  power,  against  all  conspiracies  and 
attempts  whatever  that  shall  be  made  agaiost  his  person, 
crown,  and  dignity ;  and  I  will  do  my  utmost  endeavour  to 
disclose  and  make  known  to  his  majesty,  and  his  heirs,  all 
treasons,  and  traitorous  conspiracies  which  may  be  formed 
against  him  or  them  ;  and  I  do  faithfully  promise  to  main- 
tain, support,  and  defend,  to  the  utmost  of  my  power,  the 
succession  of  the  crown  in  his  majesty's  family,  against 
any  person  or  persons  whatsoever ;  hereby  uttetly  renounc- 
ing and  abjuring  any  obedience  or  allegiance  unto  the 
person  taking  upon  himself  the  stile  and  title  of  Prince  of 
Wales,  in  the  life-time  of  his  father,  and  who,  since  his 
death,  is  said  to  have  assumed  the  stile  and  title  of  King 
.  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  by  the  name  of  Charles  the 
Third,  and  to  any  other  person,  claiming  or  pretending  a 
right  to  the  crown  of  these  realms  $  and  I  do  swear,  that  I 
do  reject  and  detest,  as  unchristian  and  impious  to  believe, 
that  it  is  lawful  to  murder  or  destroy  any  person  or  persons 
whatsoever,  for  or  under  pretence  of  their  being  heretics ; 
and  also  that  unchristian  and  impious  principle,  that  no 
faith  is  to  be  kept  with  heretics ;  I  further  declare,  That  it 
is  no  article  of  my  faith,  and  that  I  do  renounce,  reject, 
and  abjure  the  opinion,  that  princes  excommunicated  by 
the  pope  and  council,  or  by  any  authority  of  the  see  of 
Rome,  or  by  any  authority  whatsoever,  may  be  deposed,  or 
murdered  by  their  subjects,  or  by  any  person  whatsoever; . 
and  I  do  promise,  that  I  will  not  hold,  maintain,  or  abet 
any  such  opinion,  or  any  other  opinion,  contrary  to  what 
is  expressed  in  this  declaration ;  and  I  do  declare,  that  I 
do  not  believe  that  the  pope  of  Rome,  or  any  other  foreign 
prince,  prelate,  state,  or  potentate,  hath,  or  ought  to  have, 
any  temporal  or  civil  jurisdiction,  power,  superiority,  or 
pre-eminence,  directly  or  indirectly,  within  this  realm  ;  and 
1  do  solemnly,  in  the  presence  of  God,  and  of  his  only  Son 
Jesus  Christ,  my  redeemer,  profess,  testify,  and  declare, 
that  I  do  make  this  declaration,  and  every  part  thereof,  in 
the  plain  and  ordinary  sense  of  the  words  of  this  oath, 
without  any  evasion,  equivocation,  or  mental  reservation 
whatever;  and  without  thinking  that  I  am,  or  can  be 
-acquitted  before  God  or  man,  or  absolved  of  this  declaration, 
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of  any  part  thereof,  although  the  pope,  or  iny  other  penes 
or  persons,  or  authority  whatsoever,  shall  dispense  with,  or 
annul  the  same,  or  declare  that  it  was  null  and  void  from 
the  beginning.  *  So  help  me  God/ 


Anno  60°  Geokgii  lit.  Cap.  7. 

An  Act  $6  amend  an  Act  of  the  Forty-second  Year  of  the 
Reign  of  His  present  Majesty,  for  regulating  the  Trial  of 
controverted  Elections  or  Returns  of  Members  to  serve  in 
the  United  Parliament  for  Ireland,  A.  D.  1819. 

WfcEftEAS  by  virtue  Of  the  regulations  of  an  act  passed 
ia  the  forty-second  year  of  the  reign  of  his  present  majesty, 
42  G.  3.  c.106,  iatituled,  An  act  for  regulating  the  trial  of  controverted 
elections  or  returns  of  members  to  serve  in  the  united  parlia- 
ment for  Ireland,  certain  commissioners  may  be  appointed 
for  the  purposes  of  examining  all  such  matters  and  things 
as  shall  be  referred  to  them  by  a  select  committee  appointed 
to  try  and  determine  the  merits  of  any  petition  complaining 
of  an  undue  election  or  return  of  a  member  or  members  to 
serve  in  the  united  parliament  for  Ireland  :  and  whereas 
the  Said  commissioners  are  by  the  said  act  directed  to  trans- 
mit a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  their  proceedings  to  the  speaker 
of  the  house  of  commons,  within  ten  days  after  the  evidence 
Sect.  S3.:       before  them  shall  be  closed :  and  whereas  the  said  speaker 
is  directed  by  the  said  act,  within  two  days  after  he  shall 
have  received  such  copy,  to  insert  ia  the  London  Gazette  a 
warrant  signed  by  him,  directing  the  select  committee  on 
the  petition  in  question  to  re-assemtile  and  meet  again  with- 
in the  space  of  one  month  from  the  date  of  such  warrant, 
Sect.  £6.         proi ided  parliament  shall  then  be  sitting :  and  whereas, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  said  act,  the,  day  which  may  be 
so  appointed  may  happen  to  be  at  a  time  when  the  house  of 
commons  may  be  adjourned  :  and  whereas  it  would  be  in- 
convenient that  such  committee  should  re- assemble  and 
meet  when  the  said  house  may  be  so  adjourned  ;  in  order 
Hie  speaker,   to  remedy  such  inconvenience,  be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  if 
StyrfpSJ  *  *ne  speaker  of  the  house  of  commons  shall  receive  a  copy  of 
ceSdinffs,  to    Buch  proceedings  whan  the  house  of  commons  shall  be  ad- 
miSeeto  meet  J0UrDe^  *°r  a  longer  period  than  one  month  from  the  day  on 
"jtfain  a  limit-  which  the  said  speaker  iB  directed  to  insert  in  the  London 
the  time*  to    Gazette  his  warrant  for  the  re-assembling  and  meeting  of 
which  the      any  such  committee,  that  then  and  in  such  case  the  said 
adjourned^      speaker  shall,  in  such  warrant,  direct  such  committee  to  re- 
assemble and  meet  within  one  month  next  after  the  day  to 
which  the  house  maybe  adjourned;  and  if  the  said  speaker 
shall  have  directed  the  committee  to  meet  on  any  day,  and 
if  the  house  of  commons  shall  subsequently  adjourn  to  a  day 
beyond  the  day  so  appointed  for  the  re-assembling  and 
meeting  of  such  committee,  that  then  and  in  such  case  the 
said  speaker  shall  insert  another  warrant  in  the  next  Lon- 
don Gazette  after  such  adjournment,  directing  such  com- 
mittee to  re-assemble  and  meet  within  one  month  next  after 
the  day  to  which  the  said  house  may  be  adjourned,  instead 
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of  on  the  day  first  appointed,  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions 
of  the  said  recited  act. 

2.  And  whereas  it  may  be  found  impracticable,  in  some  SjfSJjSSSSiit 
instances,  on  account  of  the  quantity  of  evidence  taken  be-  copy  of  mi. 
fore  such  commissioners,  for  such  commissioners  to  trans-  SSSmAoK 
mit  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  their  proceedings  to  the  speaker  speaker,  aa- 
of  the  house  of  commons,  within  ten  days  after  the  evidence  son^ordeUy 
before  them  shall  be  closed  ;  be  it  therefore  enacted,  that  which  com- ' 
the  said  commissioners  shall,  in  such  cases,  transmit  such  jjSSSgllK 
copy  with  all  convenient  dispatch,  and  at  the  same  time  as- 
sign the  reasons  for  such  delay ;  which  reasons  the  select 
committee  upon  the  petition  in  question  are  hereby  directed 
to  investigate,  and  report  their  opinion  thereupon  to  the 
house,  at  the  time  they  make  report  on  the  merits  of  such 
petition. 


Anno  1°  Georgii  IV.  Cap.  11. 

An  Act  for  the  better  Regulation  of  Polls,  and  for  making 
further  Provision  touching  the  Election  of  Members  to 
serve  in  Parliament  for  Ireland.  A.  D.  1820. 

Whereas  the  provisions  contained  in  an  act  made  in  the 
fifty-seventh  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  majesty,  intituled, 
*  An  act  for  the  better  regulation  of  polls,  and  for  making  WG.s.  c  131. 
other  provisions  touching  the  election  of  members  to  serve 
in  parliament  for  places  in  Ireland/  have  been  found  in-  Recite<j  ^j 
adequate  for  all  the  purposes  intended;  Be  it  therefore  repealed, 
enacted,  &c.  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the 
said  recited  act,  and  all  the  clauses  and  provisions  therein 
contained,  shall  be  and  the  same  is  and  are  hereby  repealed. 

2.  And  for  the  further  amending  the  laws  for  regulating  *olJ»  snallthc 
the  election  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament  for  Ireland  day'when  de- 
ls y  assimilating  the  same,  as  far  as  it  may  be  expedient  to  jj^iy*  after 
the  laws  for  regulating  the  election  of  members  to  serve  in  and  continue ' 
parliament  for  England,  and  for  the  providing  for  the  more  jjjjjjjjjj*^ 
expeditious  taking  of  polls,  be  it  enacted,  That  from  and  three  o'clock 
after  the  passing  of  this  act,  every  poll  which  shall  be  de-  j^Jh^day" 
rnanded  at  any  election  of  a  member  or  members  to  serve  in  (Sundays, 
parliament  for  any  county,  city,  borough  or  other  place  in  da^amfSood 
Ireland,  shall  commence  on  the  day  upon  which  the  same  Friday  ex- 
shall  be  demanded,  or  upon  the  next  day  after  at  farthest  (un-  c«p*».) 
less  such  day  shall  happen  to  be  a  Sunday,  Christmas-day, 
or  Good  Friday,  and  in  such  case  on  the  day  then  next 
after)  and  shall  be  duly  and  regularly  proceeded  in  from 
day  to  day,  for  so  many  hours  of  each  polling  day  as  the 
returning  officer  or  officers  is  or  are  by  this  act  directed  to 
keep  the  poll  open  (Sundays,  Christmas-day,  and  Good 
Friday  always  and  only  excepted)  until  the  same  be  finished ; 
but  so  that  no  poll  for  the  election  of  a  member  or  members 
to  serve  in  parliament  for  any  county,  city,  borough  or  other 
place  in  Ireland,  shall  continue  more  than  fifteen  days  at 
the  most  (Sundays,  Christmas-day,  and  Good  Friday  always 
excepted  ;)  and  if  such  poll  shall  continue  until  the  fifteenth 
day.  then  the  same  shall  be  finally  closed  at  or  before  the 
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Return  shall 
be   made  on 
the  fifteenth 
day. 


Poll  books  to 
be  delivered 
to  tile  clerk  of 
the  peace  or 
other  person 
having  cus- 
tody of  the 
.records. 


Certification 
on  the  back  of 
the  return. 


Sheriff  shall 
indorse  on 
writs  for 
county  elec- 
tions the  time 
of  receiving 
thereof,  and 
within   two 
days  shall 
make    procla- 
mation of  the 
day  for  hold- 
ing the   elec- 
tion ;  and  affix 
notice  on  the 
court  house. 


hour  of  three  in  the  Afternoon  of  the  same  day,  and  the  re- 
turning officer  or  officers  at  every  such  election  shall  imme- 
diately after  the  final  close  of  the  poll,  truly,  fairly,  and 
publicly  declare  the  name  or  names  of  the  person  or  persona 
who  hath  or  have  the  majority  of  votes  on  such  poll,  and 
shall  forthwith  make  a  return  of  such  person  or  persons. 

8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  every  case  in  which 
a  poll  shall  take  place  as  aforesaid,  the  returning  officer 
shall,  within  twenty-one  days  of  the  final  close  of  such  poll, 
deliver  all  the  poll-books  of  such  election  to  the  clerk  of 
the  peace  for  Buch  county,  county  of  a  city,  Or  county  of  a 
town,  if  such  election  shall  be  held  for  a  county,  county  of 
a  city,  or  county  of  a  town,  or  if  in  any  other  place,  then 
and  in  such  case  to  the  officer  who  has  the  custody  of  the 
records  of  such  place,  verifying  upon  oath  (which  oath  any 
justice  of  the  peace  for  such  county,  county  of  a  city,  county 
of  a  town  or  place  is  hereby  empowered  to  administer,)  that 
the  poll  books  which  he  delivers  in  are  the  original  poll 
books  of  such  election  upon  which  the  return  was  founded, 
and  that  from  the  final  close  of  the  poll  to  the  time  he  de- 
livers in  the  same  there  has  not  been  any  obliteration, 
erasure,  addition,  or  alteration  made  therein,  and  such  poll 
books  shall  be  carefully  kept  amongst  the  records  of  such 
county,  county  of  a  city,  county  of  a  town,  or  place ;  and 
the  production  of  such  poll  books  by  such  clerk  of  the  peace 
or  officer,  or  his  deputy,  shall  be  deemed  sufficient  evidence 
of  the  authenticity  thereof,  unless  the  same  shall  be  dis- 
proved. 

4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  every  case  in  which 
a  poll  shall  take  place  at  any  election  for  any  county, 
county  of  a  city,  or  county  of  a  town  or  place,  the  returning 
officer  shall  certify  on  the  back  of  such  return  to  the  writ 
for  holding  such  election  the  names  of  the  candidates,  the 
numbers  who  voted  for  each  candidate  as  it  appeared  at  the 
final  close  of  the  poll,  and  such  certificate  shall  be  admitted 
as  evidence  of  the  truth  of  the  facts  therein  certified,  unless 
disproved  by  contrary  evidence. 

5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  immediately  after  the 
receipt  of  the  writ  for  making  an  election  for  any  county, 
the  sheriff  of  such  county  shall,  and  he  is  hereby  required  to 
indorse  thereon  the  date  of  receiving  the  same  ;  and  that 
such  sheriff  shall,  within  two  days  after  the  receipt  of  such 
writ,  cause  proclamation  of  the  time  and  place  of  holding 
such  election,  to  be  made  at  the  place  where  the  ensuing 
election  ought  by  law  to  be  holden,  between  the  hours  of 
ten  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon  and  two  of  the  clock  in  the 
afternoon ;  and  that  the  said  sheriff  on  the  same  day  shall 
cause  to  be  affixed  on  the  doors  of  the  county  court  house, 
public  notice,  signed  by  himself,  of  a  special  county  court 
to  be  there  holden  for  the  purpose  of  such  election  only,  and 
which  shall  be  holden  on  some  day  (Sunday,  Christmas-day, 
and  Good  Friday  excepted)  not  later  from  the  day  of  mak- 
ing such  proclamation  and  affixing  such  notice,  than  the 
sixteenth  day,  nor  sooner  than  the  tenth  day ;  and  that  the 
mayor,  sovereign,  portrieve,  provost,  burgomaster,  barrtiT, 
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or  seneschal,  of  any  borough  or  other  place  is  such  county,  ?ay  of  eiec- 
shalL,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  April  one  thousand  Semen Tthe 
eight  hundred  and  twenty,  hold  the  election  for  the  same  t*0*  ^P* 
not  later  than  eight  days  after  he  has  received  the  precept  IVter'Vocia*7 
of  the  sheriff  of  such  county,  having  in  the  usual  public  nation. 
place  in  such  borough  or  other  place  caused  to  be  affixed  a 
notice  under  his  hand,  of  the  time  and  place  of  holding  such 
election  four  days  at  the  least  preceding  the  day  of  election; 
and  that  the  sheriff  or  sheriffs  of  a  county  of  a  town,  or  a 
county  of  a  city,  shall,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  April 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty,  hold  the  election 
for  such  town  or  city  not  later  than  eight  days  from  the  day 
of  receiving  the  writ,  having  in  the  usual  place  of  such  city 
or  town  caused  to  be  affixed  notice  under  his  or  their  hand 
of  the  time  and  place  of  holding  such  election,  four  days  at 
the  least  preceding  the  day  of  the  election. 

0.  Awd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  whenever  in  any  one  whwew 
barony  or  half  barony  of  any  county,  or  in  any  county  of  a  SSSoidSi  are 
town  or  county  of  a  city,  the  nomber  of  freeholders  appear*  relfis1grj2j  *" 
lag  by  the  books  of  the  clerk  of  the  peace  capable  of  voting  2*  afeh*fc*ti- 
at  any  election  for  the  same,  shall  exceed  eight  hundred  J*1  dlfvi9  hSJ* 
freeholders,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  returning  tn  shall  be  " 
officer  or  officers,  and  such  returning  officer  or  officers  is  """fe*  ^Jj^ 
and  are  hereby  required  to  provide  two  or  more  places  of  aoo'ahaTi  p°u 
polling  for  such  barony  or  half  barony,  or  for  such  county  at  jp»  D,IkC*  ot 
of  a  town  or  county  of  a  city,  and  to  make  such  a  division  *"  ID** 
or  divisions  of  the  freeholders    of  such  barony  or  half- 
barony,  or  of  such  county  of  a  town  or  county  of  a  city, 
according  to  the  first  letters  of  their  names,  that  it  shall 
net  be  necessary  for  more  than  eight  hundred  freeholders 
to  poll  in  any  one  place  for  polling,  but  so  as  not  to  divide 
the  names  beginning  with  the  same  letter  of  the  alphabet, 
and  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  returning  officer 
or  officers,  and  he  and  they  is  and  are  hereby  required  to 
provide  as  many  more  places  of  polling  as  may  be  necessary 
for  this  purpose,  and  to  appoint  as  many  additional  deputies 
and  poll  clerks  as  shall  be  necessary  to  take  the  poll  in 
such  additional  places  of  polling,  not  exceeding  one  deputy 
and  one  poll  clerk  for  each  such  place  of  polling. 

7.  Awn  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  SSf*?!11 
lawful  to  and  for  the  returning  officer  or  officers,  at  any  booth  separate 
election  for  a  member  to  serve  in  parliament  for  any  county,  {^2»  tode- 
cfty,  borough  or  other  place,  and  he  and  they  is  and  are  tide  disputed 
hereby  required,  to  erect  a  booth  or  hire  a  building,  unless  w"»tion»' 
there  shall  already  be  some  fit  and  convenient  place  for  the 
purpose,  wherein   he    or   they   may    and    shall   decide 
all  the  disputed  questions,    and    all   the    objections   to 
votes,  that  may  be  referred  to  him  or  them,  and  which 
booth  or  building  or  other  place  shall  be  separate  from  and 
exclusive  of  the  number  of  booths  or  buildings,  or  other 
places  necessary  for  the  polling  of  the  electors ;  and  such 
returning  officer  or  officers  is  and  are  hereby  required  to 
give  his  or  their  constant  attendance  in  such  separate  booth, 
building,  or  other  place  during  the  entire  number  of  hours 
that  the  polling  shall  continue  each  day,  any  act  to  the  con- 
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trary  notwithstanding,  and  to  proceed  without  suffering 
any  delay  or  interruption  to  take  place  in  deciding  all  dis- 
puted questions,  and  all  the  objections  to  votes,  which 
shall  be  referred  to  him  or  them  from  the  polling  booths ; 
and  that  the  returning  officer  or  officers  at  any  election  for 
any  city  or  borough  is  and  are  hereby  required  and  em- 
powered to  appoint  a  deputy  or  deputies  to  take  the  poll  at 
any  such  election ;  and  that  the  returning  officer's  deputy, 
in  each  place  of  polling,  shall  appoint  such  one  person  for 
each  candidate,  as  shall  be  nominated  to  him  by  each  can- 
i  didate,  to  be  an  inspector  of  the  clerk  who  shall  be  ap- 

pointed for  taking  the  poll,  and  the  agent  of  such  candi- 
date in  each  place  of  polling  ;  and  such  one  other  person 
for  each  candidate  as  shall  be  nominated  by  each  candidate, 
to  be  a  clerk  for  keeping  a  check  book  of  the  poll  book  in 
each  place  of  polling.        > 
clerk  of  the        8.  A  nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  clerk  of  the  peace, 
point  a  person*  at  every  election  of  a  member  to  serve  in  parliament  for  any 
Sec*«with  county,  county  of  a  town,  or  county  of  a  city,  shall  appoint,  or 
registry  book  in  failure  thereof  the  returning  officer  or  officers  shall  appoint 
affidavit}™*    a  deputy  clerk  of  the  peace,  and  likewise  an  assistant  to 
registry ,aipha-  such  deputy,  to  be  present  in  each  place  of  polling,  who 
J^cafly&*f-    shall  take  with  him  into  such  place  of  polling  the  registry 
'    c*     book  belonging  to  the  barony  or  half  barony,  or  county 
of  a  town  or  county  of  a  city,    to    be  polled   in    such 
place  of  polling,  and  all  the  original  affidavits  or  affirma- 
tions which  have  been  made  by  the  persons  capable  of 
voting  in  such  place  of  polling  respectively,  any  act  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding  ;  which  affidavits  or  affirmations 
the  clerk  of  the  peace  is  hereby  required  to  have  arranged 
alphabetically  in  separate  parcels,  (one  or  more  for  each 
letter  of  the  alphabet),  and  endorsed  with  the  names  of  the 
persons  by 'whom  the  same  were  respectively  made,  and 
also  with  the  number  of  the  entry  of  each  affidavit  or  affir- 
mation in  the  registry  book ;  and  that  in  those  cases  where- 
in a  certificate  of  registry  shall  not  be  produced  by  the 
person  tendering  his  vote  or  offering  to  poll,  such  deputy 
shall,  on  the  demand  of  the  returning  officer's  deputy,  pro- 
duce the  original  affidavit  or  affirmation  of  the  .registry  of 
such  person ;  and  that  such  deputy  clerk  of  the  peace  shall 
be  entitled  to  receive  the  sum  of  ten  shillings  and  no  more 
for  each  day  of  his  attendance,  any  act  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding ;  and  such  assistant  to  such  deputy  shall  be 
entitled  to  receive  the  sum  of  five  shillings  for  each  day  of 
his  attendance  ;  and  that  if  such  deputy,  or  such  assistant 
to  such  deputy,  shall  alter,  deface,  destroy  or  lose  any  affi- 
davit or  affirmation  of  registry  committed  to  his  care,  he 
shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  for  every  such  offence, 
to  any  person  suing  for  the  same,  by  action  of  debt  at  any 
general  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace. 
Oademandof     9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  and  may 
tln^oScer  De  lawful  to  and  for  the  returning  officer  or  officers  at  any 
shall  appoint  election,  and  Tie  or  they  is  and  are  hereby  required,  on 
»t«rpreter».    the  demand  in  writing  of  any  candidate,  to  appoint  a  suf- 
ficient number  of  competent  persons  to  act  as  interpreters, 
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is  order  to  translate  fiutbfally  such  oath*,  affirmations,  and 
such  question*  and  answers,  as  are  required  to  be  taken, 
made,  asked,  or  given,  at  any  election;  and  that  every 
such  interpreter  shall,  immediately  after  snch  appointment* 
and  before  he  shall  proceed  to  act  under  snch  appointment, 
take  the  following  oath ;  and  every  returning  officer  is  here- 
by required  and  empowered  to  administer  the  same : 

'  I,  A .  B.f  do  swear,  that  I  will  faithfully  interpret  such  Oath  to  inter- 
oaths,  affirmations,  questions,  and  answers,  as  I  shall  be  Preters- 
directed  to  interpret  by  the  returning  officer  or  officers,  and 
his  or  their  deputy  or  deputies,  [as  the  ease  may  be.J 
And  that  every  such  person  so  appointed  for  the  purpose  Allowance  to 
aforesaid,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  sum  of  ten  shil-  tbem* 
lings  for  each  day  of  his  attendance. 

10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  every  case  in  Deputy  to  re- 
Which  any  person  shall  tender  his  vote  or  offer  to  poll  at  gr  to  registry 
any  election  for  a  member  to  serve  in  parliament  for  a  t&j&eof  re'" 
county  or  a  county  of  a  town,  or  a  county  of  a  city,  by  gistry  deemed 
virtue  of  a  freehold,  the  returning  officer's  deputy  shall,  in  £videnceVeand 
the  first  place,  refer  to  the  entry  of  the  affidavit  or  affirm*-  »jj  de^uAt 
tion  of  the  registry  of  the  same  in  the  registry  book,  and  write  0riJE?ai  affi- 
down,  opposite  to  the  same,  the  initial  letters  of  his  name ;  dav,t- 

and  then  be  shall  refer  to  the  certificate  or  affidavit  of  the 
registry  of  the  same ;  and  that  if  any  snch  person  shall  pro- 
duce a  certificate  of  the  registry  of  bis  freehold,  corres- 
ponding with  snch  entry  of  the  original  affidavit  or  affirma- 
tion, without  any  erasure  or  interlineation  therein,  signed 
in  open  court  by  two  justices,  and  countersigned  by  the 
acting  clerk  of  the  peace,  in  such  manner  as  is  directed  by 
an  act  made  in  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  in  the  thirty-fifth 
year  of  his  late  majesty's  reign,  intituled, '  An  act  for  re* 
gulating  the  election  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament, 
and  for  repealing  the  several  acts  therein  mentioned,'  or 
signed  in  such  manner  as  is  directed  by  this  act,  or  any 
other  act,  when  the  freehold  is  situated  in  a  county  of  a 
town  or  a  county  of  a  city,  such  certificate  shall,  without 
further  proof,  be  deemed  of  equal  authenticity  with  the  ori- 
ginal oath  or  affirmation,  and  conclusive  evidence  that  such 
person  so  tendering  his  vote,  or  offering  to  poll,  bad  re- 
gistered such  freehold ;  and  the  returning  officer's  deputy 
shall  write  down  the  initials  of  his  name  upon  the  margin 
of  such  certificate  ;  and  that  in  all  cases  wherein  no  snch 
certificate  shall  be  produced  by  the  person  tendering  his 
vote  or  offering  to  poll,  or  wherein  such  certificate,  if  pro- 
duced, shall  appear  to  the  returning  officer's  deputy  not  to 
be  in  manner  and  form  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  the  returning  officer's  deputy,  and  he  is  hereby 
required,  to  direct  the  deputy  clerk  of  the  peace  to  produce 
the  original  affidavit  or  affirmation  of  the  registry  of  the 
freehold  of  such  person  so  tendering  his  vote  or  offering  to 
poll. 

11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  at  any  election  for  a  0ath  of  eiec- 
ntember  or  members  to  serve  in  parliament  for  any  county,  tors  shall  be 
city,  borough,  or  other  place,  the  returning  officer's  deputy  £!d  SSdTEy 


CClzzii       '    ItELAWD.]  1  G.   IT.  CAP.   11.  [aPPEMDIX. 

•See??™"1*  'kail,  if  required  by  any  candidate,  or  the  inspector  of  any 

ty.  epu"  candidate  so  to  do,  in  person  administer,  in  the  place  of  poll- 
ing in  which  he  presides,  an  oath  in  the  following  form,  to 
every  person  separately,  who  shall  tender  his  vote  or  offer  to 
poll  at  such  election,  and  immediately  after  the  production 
of  the  certificate  or  affidavit  of  registry,  when  any  such 
person  votes'  by  virtue  of  a  freehold  ;  that  is  to  say, 

Form  of  o*tfa.      <  I,  A,  B.,  do  swear  [or,  being  a  quaker  or  Moravian,  do 
solemnly  affirm,]  that  I  will  true  answer  make  to  all  such 
questions  as  the  sheriff's  or  other  returning  officer's  deputy 
[as  the  case  may  be]  presiding  in  this  booth  shall  demand 
of  me ;  and  I  do  also  swear,  [or  being  one  of  the  people 
called  quakers  or  Moravians,  do  solemnly  affirm]  that  I  have 
not  polled  before  at  this  election ;  and  that  I  am,  as  I  be- 
lieve, twenty-one  years  of  age.  *  So  help  me  God.' 
And  that  immediately  pfter  any  person  so  tendering  his 
vote,  or  offering  to  poll  at  any  election  for  a  member  to 
serve  in  parliament  for  a  county,  or  a  county  of  a  town,  or 
a  county  of  a  city,  shall  have  taken  such  oath  or  affirma- 
tion, the  returning  officer's  deputy  shall,  if  required  by 
any  candidate,  or  the  inspector  of  any  candidate  so  to  do, 
put  the  following  questions,  and  no  others,  without  allow- 
ing any  person  to  interrupt  him,  to  every  such  person  so 
tendering  his  vote,  or  offering  to  poll,  any  act  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding ;  and  that  the  poll  clerk  shall  forth- 
with write  down  the  entries  on  the  poll  book,  that  he  is 
hereinafter  required  to  make  according  to  the  answers  which 
every  such  person  shall  give  to  the  said  questions ;  and 
that  if  any  of  the  said  questions  shall  not  be  required  to  be 
put,  then  according  to  the  entry  of  the  voter's  registry  in 
the  registry  book. 

form  of  ex-     I.  What  is  yout  name  ? 

S3?*|2i.  of     2.  Where  do  you  reside  ? 

3.  Do  you  swear  that  you  are  possessed  of  a  freehold  in 
the  county  of  [naming  the  county,  or  county  of  a  town, 
or  county  of  a  city  for  which  the  election  is  held]  ? 

4.  Where  is  it  situated  ? 

And  that  the  returning  officer's  deputy  shall  then,  if  re- 
quired by  any  candidate,  or  the  inspector  of  any  candidate 
x  so  to  do,  refer  to  the  certificate  of  registry,  if  one  be  pro- 
duced by  the  person  tendering  his  vote  or  offering  to  poll, 
or  if  none  be  produced,  to  the  original  affidavit  of  registry, 
and  then  shall  immediately  ask,  if  required  by  any  candi- 
date, or  by  the  inspector  of  any  candidate  so  to  do,  with- 
out making  or  allowing  any  other  person  to  make  any  com- 
ments or  observations  upon  the  said  certificate  or  affidavit, 
the  following  question :       " 

5.  Is  the  freehold  described  in  this  certificate,  or,  affi- 
davit of  registry  [as  the  case  may  be],  the  same  freehold 
which  you  now  swear  you  are  possessed  of,  and  by  virtue 
of  which  you  now  offer  to  vote  ? 

And  that  incase  it  shall  appear  to  the  leturning  officer's  de- 
puty, from  the  certificate  or  affidavit  of  registry,  that  any 
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person  shall  tender  his  vote,  or  offer  to  poll,  in  respect  of  a 
freehold  of  the  value  of  forty  shillings  only,  the  said  depu- 
ty shall  then,  if  required  by  any  candidate,  or  the  in- 
spector of  any  candidate  so  to  do,  put  the  following  ques- 
tions: 

6.  Do  you  swear  that  you  have  been  in  the  actual  occu- 
pation of  this  freehold,  as  described  in  your  certificate  or 
affidavit  of  registry,  [as  the  case  may  be]  by  tilling  it,  or  by 
grazing  it,  or  by  residing  upon  it,  during  the  whole  of  the 
last  twelve  months  ? 

7.  Do  you  swear,  that  this  freehold  is  now  of  the  clear 
yearly  value  of  forty  shillings,  above  all  charges  payable 
out  of  the  same  ? 

And  that  whenever  the  entry  of  the  affidavit  or  affirmation  Elector  an- 
of  the  registry  of  any  such  person  shall  appear  in  the  regis-  awering  di- 
try  book ;  and  that  any  such  person  shall  have  produced  Jh^poU^lf 
such  a  certificate  of  registry  as  is  hereinbefore  described ;  not  objected 
or  that  the  original  affidavit  or  affirmation  of  registry  shall  to' 
have  been  produced  by  the  deputy  clerk  of  the  peace ; 
and  that  any  such  person  so  tendering  his  vote  or  offering 
to  poll,  shall  have  taken  the  'oath  required  as  aforesaid,  and 
shall  have  answered  the  questions  that  shall  have  been  de- 
manded of  him  as  aforesaid,  such  deputy  shall  then  ask 
him  the  following  question : 

8.  For  whom  do  you  vote  ? 

And  that  his  vote  shall  be  entered  on  the  poll  book  accord- 
ing to  his  answer ;  unless  an  objection  be  made  thereto  by 
an  inspector  of  one  of  the  candidates  appointed  in  the 
manner  hereinbefore  directed ;  and  that  if  it  shall  appear 
to  such  deputy,  from  the  answers  which  shall  be  given  by 
any  person  to  the  first  four  questions  aforesaid,  that  his 
freehold  arises  from  a  rectory,  vicarage,  curacy,  or  other 
ecclesiastical  preferment,  the  said  deputy  shall  forthwith 
proceed  to  ask  him, '  For  whom  do  you  vote?'  and  his  vote 
shall  be  entered  on  the  poll  book  according  to  his  reply, 
unless  an  objection  be  made  thereto  by  an  inspector  of  one 
of  the  candidates,  appointed  in  the  manner  hereinbefore 
directed  ;  provided  always,  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  in  what  ease* 
to  and  for  the  returning  officer's  deputy  to  take  the  vote  of  Jj^  wftJout 
any  person  tendering  his  vote  or  offering  to  poll,  whose  oath  or  putting 
freehold  appears  on  the  registry  book,  without  referring  to  4u«stion»'  *c« 
the  certificate  or  affidavit,  or  affirmation  of  registry,  or 
without  administering  any  oath  or  putting  any  question  to 
such  person,  except  the  question,  '  For  whom  do  you  vote?' 
if  he  be  not  required  by  any  candidate,  or  any  inspector  of 
any  candidate  so  to  do ;  and  provided  always,  that  if  an 
entry  of  the  affidavit  or  affirmation  of  the  registry  of  the 
freehold  of  any  person  tendering  his  vote  or  offering  to 
poll,  required,  by  law  to  be  registered,  shall  not  appear 
in  the  registry  book ;  or  that  if  any  person  tendering  his 
vote  or  offering  to  poll  shall  not  either  produce  such  a  cer- 
tificate of  registry  as  is  hereinbefore  described,  or  be  able 
.  to  refer  to  an  original  affidavit  or  affirmation  of  his  registry 
in  the. possession  of  the  deputy  clerk  of  the  peace,  or  that 
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if  any  such  person  shall  refuse  to  take  the  oath  aforesaid, 
or  shall  not  give  a  direot  answer  to  each  of  the  questions 
to  be  put  to  him  by  the  returning-  officer's  deputy,  or  that 
the  person  so  examined  shall  admit  in  his  answer  or 
answers  to  said  question  or  questions,  that  he  is  not  the 
person  whose  freehold  is  registered,  or  that  -he  has  no  free- 
hold, or  that  the  freehold  described  in  his  certificate  or 
affidavit,  or  affirmation  of  registry  (as  the  case  may  be$  is 
not  the  freehold  for  which  he  tenders  his  vote,  or  that  he 
has  not  been  in  the  occupation  thereof  for  the  whole  of  the 
last  twelve  months,  or  that  the  same  is  not  at  the  time  of 
tendering  his  vote,  of  the  value  of  forty  shillings  above  all 
charges  payable  out  of  the  same,  then  and  in  every  or  in 
any  such  case,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  such 
deputy,  and  he  is  hereby  required,  authorized,  and  em- 
powered, to  direct  such  person  to  withdraw  from  the  place 
of  polling,  and  to  proceed  immediately  to  receive  the  vote 
of  the  next  person  who  shall  tender  his  vote  or  offer  to 
poll. 
Where  *  vote  XII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  at  any  election 
amemoran-*0'  ^or  a  member  to  serve  in  parliament  for  any  county,  city, 
dumof  theob-  borough,  or  other  place,  no  objection  shall  be  made  to  a 

{*raade by1    vo*e  unt**  a^ter  tne  P^8011  tendering  the  same  shall  have 
the  poll  clerk   declared  for  whom  he  votes  ;  and  that  if  the  vote  of  any 

fog  officerto1"  Person  slia11  De  then  objected  to  by  an  inspector  of  any 
decide.  candidate,  the  poll  shall  not  be  on  that  account  delayed, 

but  the  returning  officer's  deputy  shall  direct  the  poll 
clerk  to  enter  a  memorandum  on  the  poll  books,  shewing 
to  which  candidate  or  candidates  such  person  has  given  his 
vote ;  and  he  shall  immediately  proceed  to  receive  the  vote 
of  the  next  person  who  shall  tender  his  vote  or  offer  to 
poll;  and  that  the  inspector  who  shall  have  made  the  ob- 
jection on  behalf  of  any  candidate  shall  instantly  write 
down  a  memorandum,  on  a  printed  form  to  be  provided  by 
the  returning  officer,  containing  the  name  of  the  voter,  the 
place  of  his  abode,  and  the  nature  of  the  objection  or  ob- 
jections, and  sign  and  date  the  same,  and  shall  give  the 
same  to  the  returning  officer's  deputy,  who  shall  sign  the 
same  with  the  initial  letters  of  his  name,  and  then  give  the 
same  to  the  assistant  deputy  clerk  of  the  peace,  who  shall 
take  the  same,  together  with  the  certificate,  or  affidavit  or 
affirmation  of  registry,  if  it  shall  be  necessary  so  to  do,  to 
-   the  returning  officer  to  decide  on  the  validity  thereof ;  and 
that  it  shall  thereupon  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  returning 
officer  or  officers,  or  his  or  their  assessor,  at  the  discretion 
of  such  returning  officer  or  officers,  and  his  or  their  asses- 
sor only,  to  order  the  voter  to  attend  before  him  or  them 
during  the  inquiry  into  his  vote ;  and  for  such  returning 
officer  or  officers,  or  his  or  their  assessor,  to  examine  such 
;voter,  by'such  questions  as  such  returning  officer  or  officers, 
or  his  or  their  assessor,  shall  think  necessary  to  ask,  as  to 
any  objection  or  objections  made  to  his  vote ;  and  such  re- 
turning officer  or  officers,  or.  his  or  their  assessor,  shall  ad- 
minister  an  oath  .to  such  voter  in  the  form  following : 
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'lyA.Bj,  ^°  8wear  [°r»  being  a  qnaker  or  Moravian,  do 
solemnly  affirm],  that  I  will  true  answers  make  to  all  such 
questions  as  shall  be  here  pat  to  me  by  the  returning  officer 
or  officers,  or  his  assessor  [as  the  case  may  be]. 

'  So  help  me  God.' 
And  that  if  the  vote  shall  be  allowed,  the  returning  of-  Proceedings 
ficer  or  officers,  or  his  or  their  assessor,  shall  write  down  J^Jf^JJjf *^f* 
upon  the  memorandum  these  words, '  allow  this  vote ; '  and  Jngor  reject 
that  if  the  vote  shall  be  disallowed,    then  the  returning  in*  vote»- 
officer' or  officers,  or  his  or  their  assessor,  shall  write  down 
upon  the  memorandum  these  words,  '  reject  this  vote;'  and 
that  in  either  case  (he  returning  officer  or  officers,  or  his  or 
their  assessor,  shall  write  down  the  initials  of  his  or  their 
name  or  names  under  the  words  so  directed  to  be  written 
°°wn  npon  the  memorandum ;  and  the  returning  officer  or 
officers,  or  his  or  their  assessor,  shall  then  deliver  the  said 
memorandum  to  the  same  assistant  deputy  clerk  of  the 
'  peace  who  had  brought  it  to  him  or  them,  to  be  forthwith 
carried  back  to  the  returning  officer's  deputy ;  and  that 
wen  deputy  shall  either  reject  such  vote,  or  order  the  poll- 
clerk  to  enter  the  same  npon  the  poll  for  the  candidate  or 
candidates  to  whom  it  had  been  given,  according  as  be  shall 
he  directed  by  the  returning  officer  or  officers,  or  his  or  their 
assessor ;  and  that  every  such  memorandum  shall  be  pre- 
served by  such  deputy,  and  be  delivered  by  him  to  the  re- 
turning officer  or  officers,  to  be  attached  to  the  poll  books 
>t  the  close  of  the  election ;  and  that  the  form  of  the  said 
memorandum  so  to  be  prepared  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  as 
follows  : 


2  L 
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[appsmhs. 


1 

Barony  of 

Number 

in  the 

Registry  Book. 

Name 

of 
Voter. 

Abode 

of 
Voter. 

Objection. 

• 

(Signed) 
Dated 
Day  of        18 

Allow  this  Vote. 
(Signed) 

Reject  this  Vote. 
(Signed) 

Provided  always,  that  in  case  any  objection  be  taken  to 
any  vote,  which  shall  not  be  in  substance  different  from  one 
previously  ruled  by  the  returning  officer  or  officers,  or  bis 
or  their  assessor ;  or  in  case  any  objection  be  taken  which 
shall  appear  to  such  deputy  to  be  frivolous,  or  taken  for  the 
purpose  of  delay,  that  then  in  every  such  case  it  shall  not 
be  lawful  to  and  for  the  deputy  to  transmit  the  memorandum 
containing  such  objection  to  the  returning  officer  or  officers  ; 
and  that  in  every  such  case  such  deputy  shall  adm.it  the 
vote,  so  objected  to,  to  be  entered  upon  the  poll. 
instructions        13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  returning  of- 

Jy!d0te5rved  ^°er  SDa^  £*ve  8DCn  instruct*008  m  writing  to  his  deputy  or 
»y   epu  es.    ^epUt|e8  appointed  for  taking  the  poll  at  any  election,  as 

may  be  necessary  to  point  out  to  nun  or  them  what  is  re- 
quired of  him  or  them  to  be  done  in  respect  of  the  objec- 
tions to  votes  which  may  be  made,  and  in  respect  of  the 
manner  of  transmitting  them  to  such /returning  officer  or 
officers;  and  that  every  such  deputy  shall  obey  such  in- 
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stroctions,  and  any  other  instructions  which  may  be 
given  to  him  or  them  by  the  returning  officer  or  officers  in 
respect  of  the  doe  performance  of  his  or  their  duty. 

14.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  f^onl?**' 
for  any  other  person  whatever,  other  than  the  returning  of-  examine  voters 
ficer  or  officers,  or  his  or  their  assessor,  to  ask  any  question  coXse?  may 
•f  any  person  who  shall  be  examined  by  the  returning  of-  argue  potntsof 
ficer  or  officers,  or  his  or  their  assessor,  on  account  of  his 

vote  having  been  objected  to ;  or  for  any  person  to  inter- 
fere with  or  suggest  any  question  to  such  returning  officer 
or  officers,  or  his  or  their  assessor,  respecting  the  examina- 
tion of  such  person ;  and  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to 
and  for  the  returning  officer  or  officers,  or  bis  or  their  as- 
sessor, at  the  discretion  of  such  returning  officer  or  officers, 
or  of  his  or  their  assessor  only,  to  permit  a  barrister  or  bar- 
risters to  argue  any  question  of  law  before  him  or  them,  on 
the  evening  of  any  polling  day  after  the  poll  has  been 
closed ;  any  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

15.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  Deputies  shall 
for  any  deputy  of  any  returning  officer,  to  put  any  questions  JSjasf ore*. 
to  any  person  tendering  his  vote  or  offering  to  poll  at  any  ainini  voters, 
election  for  a  member  to  serve  in  parliament  for  a  county,  foi?>^ided. 
or  a  county  of  a  town,  or  county  of  a  city,  save  and  except 

those  questions  herein-before  directed  to  be  put,  or  to  make 
any  comments  or  observations  on  the  answers  which  may 
be  given  t#  the  same  ;  or  on  any  matter  or  thing  relating  to 
any  vote  which  may  be  tendered  before  him ;  and  that  if 
any  objection  be  made  to  any  vote  at  any  election  for  a 
county,  city,  borough,  or  other  place,  such  objection  shall 
be  forthwith  referred  by  the  returning  officer's  deputy,  as 
herein-before  directed,  to  the  returning  officer ;  and  that 
it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  such  deputy  to  investigate  the 
right  of  any  person  to  vote,  further,  or  otherwise  than  as 
herein-before  directed,  or  to  reject  the  vote  of  any  person 
without  reference  to  the  returning  officer. 

16.  Ann  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  Restraining 
for  any  person,  whether  barrister,  attorney,  inspector,  pfS^gfrprm 
agent,  candidate,  or  elector,  or  any  other  person  whatever,  speaking  in 
to  plead  or  speak  in  any  place  of  polling  during  the  time  of rfeputy  s  booth- 
polling,  on  any  matter  or  thing  concerning  the  polling,  or  ' 
concerning  the  refusal  of  any  returning  officer's  deputy  to 
transmit  an  objection  to  a  vote  to  the  returning  officer  or 
officers,  as  herein-before  provided  for,  or  to  ask  any  ques- 
tions of  any  person  tendering  his  vote  or  offering  to  poll. 

17.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  from  and  after  the  o*tj»to  **  re- 
passing of  this  act,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  person  at  jgJSJy  £L  "* 
any  election  to  require  any  elector  to  take  any  oath  or  pointed. 
oaths,  of  the  nature  of  a  rentcharger's  or  freeholder's  oath, 

to  shew  the  possession,  situation,  tenure,  value,  or  any  other 
circumstance  touching  or  concerning  his  freehold,  in  order 
to  enable  him  to  vote  at  such  election,  save  and  except  the 
oath  or  oaths  herein  required  to  be  taken  ;  any  act  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding ;  and  that  every  returning  officer's 
deputy  is  hereby  authorised  and  empowered  to  administer 
to  every  elector  the  bribery  oath  or  affirmation,  if  required 
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by  any  candidate,  or  by  the  inspector  of  any  candidate,  or 
by  any  elector,  so  to  do. 
improper  is.  Ann  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  shall 

total  off  the  be  admitted  to  poll  at  any  election  for  a  member  to  serve 
poll  by  the  re-  m  parliament  for  a  county,  city,  borough,  or  other  place, 
on^nfainT  who  has  polled  before  at  such  election,  or  who  baa  per- 
•f  candidate,  sonated  another  elector  for  the  purpose  of  polling  at  sack 
election,  or  who  has  polled  by  virtue  of  a  forged  certificate 
of  registry,  or  who  has  polled  by  virtue  of  a  registry  of  an 
alleged  freehold  under  a  lease  of  land  or  tenements  for  a 
life  or  lives,  made  by  a  lessor  who  bad  not  at  the  time'  of 
making  the  same  a  freehold  estate  therein ;  or  by  virtue  of 
'  a  registry  of  an  alleged  freehold  under  a  lease  of  land  or 
tenements,  for  a  life  or  lives,  which  lease  is  to  end  and  de- 
termine on  some  such  covenant  or  condition,  that  a  free- 
hold estate  has  not  been  demised  by  the  same ;  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  the  returning  officer  or  officers,  and  they 
are  hereby- required,  authorized,  and  empowered,  upon  the 
complaint  of  any  candidate,  to  take  the  vote  of  such  per- 
son off  the  poll,  at  any  time  before  the  final  closing  of  the 
same:  provided  always,  that  the  act  complained  of,  as  hav- 
ing been  committed  by  such  person  be  set  forth  and 
described,  and  positively  declared  to  have  been  com- 
mitted by  such  person,  in  an  affidavit  to  be  sworn 
before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  that  such  affidavit 
be  delivered  to  the  returning  officer  or  officers;  and 
further,  that  the  act  complained  of  shall  appear  to 
the  returning  officer  or  officers,  upon  a  due  examination 
of  one  or  more  credible  witness  or  witnesses  concerning 
the  same,  upon  his  or  their  oaths,  to  be  proved  to  have  been 
committed  by  such  person,  which  oath  or  oaths  the  return- 
ing officer  or  officers  is  or  are  hereby  authorised  and  em- 
powed  to  administer ;  and  that  the  returning  officer  or 
officers  shall  examine  all  such  cases  between  the  hours  of 
seven  of  the  clock  and  ten  of  the  clock  of  the  afternoon  of 
each  polling  day,  except  on  that  day  on  which  the  poll 
shall  be  finally  closed,  unless  all  the  objected  votes  referred 
to  such  returning  officer  or  officers  by  his  or  their  Veput 
ties  shall  have  been  decided  and  disposed  of :  Provided 
always,  that  the  affidavit  setting  forth  every  such  com* 
plaint,  shall  be  delivered  to  the  returning  officer  or*  officers 
on  the  same  day  on  which  the  act  complained  of  shall  have 
been  committed.  * 

Appointing         19.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  returnirig  oY- 

oQnuEradng  **cer  or  officers  at  ©very  election  for  a  member  to  setve^in 
and  ending  fee  parliament  for  any  county,  city,  borough,  or  other  ptocfC 
poll  each  day.  snan  caU8e  the  poll  to  be  kept  open  in  every  place,  <ri9u'«« 
every  day  of  polling,  from  nine  of  the  clock  in  the*  nwrh> 
ing,  except  on  the  first  day  of  polling,  until  six  of  tbtfcfoeJc 
in  the  afternoon,  except  on  the  last  day  of  polling,  b^Wen) 
the  fifteenth  day  of  April  and  the  fifteenth  day  of  StitotttnV- 
ber ;  and  from  nine  of  the  clock  in  the  moratagrtowftt'on' 
the  first  day  of  polling,  until  five  of  the  clock  in  Qtewf&fr 
noon,  except  on  the  last  day  of  polling^  brtw%e*>Wdj4!t& 
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teenth  day  of  September  and  the  fifteenth  day  of  April ; 
mod  that  in  case  any  disputed  questions,  or  any  objections 
to  votes  referred  to  him  or  them,  by  his  or  their  deputy  or 
deputies,  shall  not  be  decided  during  the  time  for  which 
the  poll  shall  be  so  kept  open,  the  returning  officer  or  officers 
shall  give  bis  or  their  attendance  in  his  or  their  own  booth 
or  other  place  of  sitting,  and  proceed  to  .decide  the  same, 
from  seven  of  the  clock  to  ten  of  the  clock  of  the  afternoon 
of  each  polling  day,  except  en  the  last  day  of  polling. 

20.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  and  may  be  fondly  re- 
lawful  for  the  returning  officer  or  officers,  at  any  election  turning  officer 
for  a  member  to  serve  in  parliament  for  any  county,  city,  boStb°wnenDy 
borough,  or  other  place,  and  he  and  they  is  and  are  hereby  twenty  have 
required,  on  any  day  after  the  fourth  day  of  polling,  com-  SfeJuy.    n 
putjng  therein  the  day  on  which  the  poll  shall  be  com- 
menced, to  close,  finally  the  poll  in  any  booth,  or  place  of 

polling  in  which  no  more  than  twenty  persons  have  polled, 
or  been  referred  for  decision  to  the  returning  officer  or 
officers  during  that  day ;  Provided  always,  that  in  case  it  # 

snail  appear,  upon  the  evidence  of  two  or  more  credible 
witnesses  taken  upon  oath,  and  which  oath  the  returning 
Officer  or  officers  is  and  are  hereby  empowered  to  adminis- 
ter, to  the  returning  officer  or  officers,  that  any  persons  in- 
tending to  offer  themselves  to  poll  in  such  booth  or  place 
of  polling,  have  been  prevented  by  force  and  violence  from 
coming  to  the  same  for  the  purpose  of  polling  on  that  day, 
that  then  and  in  every  such  case  it  shall  be  lawful  to  and 
for  the  returning  officer  or  officers  to  keep  such  booth  or 
place  of  polling  open  for  another  day,  and  so  on  from  day 
to  day,  if  such  force  and  violence  be  repeated,  and  be 
found  to  have  taken  place  on  such  evidence  as  aforesaid,  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  returning  officer  or  officers. 

21.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sheriff  of  a  county  Qualification 
shall  not  appoint  any  person  to  act  as  his  deputy  at  any  riffs!9        '" 
election,  unless  such  person  shall  have  a  freehold  estate  of 

the  yearly  value  of  fifty  pounds  at  least,  above  all  charges ; 
and  that  such  sheriff  shall  demand  upon  oath  of  such  per- 
son, whether  such  person  has  a  freehold  estate  of  that  va- 
lue, at  the  time  when  he  shall  administer  to  him  the  oath 
required  by  law  to  be  taken  by  every  sheriff's  deputy. 

22.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  at  any  election  of  a  Returning  of- 
member  to  serve  in  parliament  for  any  county,  city,  bo-  summSrTcon- 
rough,  or  town,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  returning  stable,  bai-  . 
officer  or  officers  to  summon  all  constables,  bailiffs,  and  attend  dec- 
other  peace  officers,  to  attend  the  places  of  polling,  and  to  tions,  and 
keep  the  peace  at  such  election,  and  to  perform  such  other  SJJJJJf*** 
things  as  shall  be  assigned  to  him  by  the  returning  officer 
or  officers,  and  to  appoint  any  number  of  special  constables 
that  he  or  they  may  think  proper  to  aid  and  assist  therein ; 
and  that  every  such  constable,  bailiff,  or  peace  officer,  who 
shall  be  so  employed,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  sum  of 
live  shillings  for  each  day  of  his  attendance ;  and  that  every  - 
constable,  bailiff,  or  peace  officer,  when  so  summoned,  who 
shall  neglect  to  attend  during  the  whole  of  such  election,  or 
to  obev  the  lawful  commands  of  the  returning  officer  or 

2l2 


re- 


CclxXK  IRELAND.]  1  G.  IV.  CAP.  11.-  (APPENDIX. 

officers,  shall  forfeit  such  office  of  constable,  bailiff*  or 
other  peace  officer,  and  all  salary  due  to  him  in  respect 
thereof. 
Returning  ***•  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  it  shall  and  may  be 

officer. may  lawful  to  and  for  the  returning  officer  or  officers,  or  his  or 
SnTobsSu'ct-  their  deputy  or  deputies,  at  any  election,  and  he  and  they  is 
ing  the  poll,  and  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  to  commit  all 
persons  to  gaol,  without  bail  or  mainprize,  who  shall  plead 
or  speak  on  any  matter  or  thing  concerning  the  polling,  or 
concerning  any  objection  to  a  vote,  or  concerning  the  re* 
fusal  of  any  deputy  to  transmit  an  objection  to  the  return- 
ing officers  or  officer,  or  put  any  question  to  any  returning 
officer,  deputy,  or  elector,  in  any  place  of  polling,  or  in  the 
booth  or  other  place  of  sitting  of  the  returning  officer  or 
officers,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  or  who  shall 
be  found  rioting  or  interrupting  the  poll,  or  wilfully  pre- 
venting the  Ipproach  of  electors  to  the  place  of  polling, 
or  who  shall  be  guilty  of  a  contempt  to  such  returning  of- 
ficer or  officers,  or  to  such  deputy  or  deputies ;  provided 
that  the  time  of  such  imprisonment  shall  not  in  any  case 
exceed  twenty-four  hours, 
in  case  of  24.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case  of  the  death 

death  or  ill-  or  the  severe  illness  of  any  returning  officer,  during  the 
in1fofficer,the  continuance  of  the  poll  at  any  election,  it  shall  and  may  be 
firtvS  half  d<^  lawf°l  f°r  T&e  &r*t  sworn  deputy,  and  he  is  hereby  required, 
fom)  the  duty."  under  the  penalty  of  forfeiting  live  hundred  pounds  to  any 
person  who  shall  sue  for  the  same,  to  proceed  with  the 
poll,  and  to  act  in  every  respect  for  all  the  purposes  of  the 
election,  and  with  all  the  power  and  authority  to  do  any 
act  required  by  law  to  be  done  by  a  returning  officer  at 
any  election,  as  if  he  had  been  originally  the  returning  of- 
ficer ;  and  that  such  deputy  shall  take  the  oath  directed  by 
law  to  be  taken  by  the  returning  officer  at  the  continence* 
ment  of  the  poll,  which  oath  any  two  justices  of  tbe  peace 
are  hereby  authorised  to  administer ;  and  that  such  deputy 
shall  proceed  with  the  poll,  and  finally  close  tbe  same  at 
the  time  herein-before  required,  and  make  a  return  of  the 
person  or  persons  who  hath  or  have  the  majority  of  votes, 
unless  his  authority  shall  be  superseded  by  the  recovery  of 
the  returning  officer ;  and  that  in  case  of  the  death  or  the 
'  severe  illness  of  such  first  sworn  deputy,  the  next  deputy  in 
succession  shall  act  as  the  returning  officer,  subject  to  the 
like  penalty,  and  with  the  same  powers,  and  then  take  the 
returning  officer's  oath  in  manner  aforesaid ;  and  so  on, 
each  deputy  in  succession  shall  in  like  manner  act  as  the 
returning  officer  in  case  of  the  death  or  severe  illness  of  the 
acting  returning  officer. 
Punishment        25.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  returning  of* 

turmnTca?*  ^cer  w^°  8ntt^  ***  ky  due  course  of  law  convicted  of  having 
ruptly  or  par-  acted  corruptly  or  partially  in  the  execution  of  his  duty,  as 
tit*1?'  returning  officer  at  any  election  of  a  member  or  members 

to  serve  in  parliament,  shall  be  adjudged  guilty  of  a  high 
misdemeanor,  and  shall  be  imprisoned  for  a  period  not  ex- 
ceeding three  years ;  and  such  person  so  convicted  is  hereby 
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I       declared  to  be  for  ever  incapable  of  holding  any  office  or 
i       situation,  civil  or  military,  under  the  crown. 

26.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  expence  of  erect-  Returning  of- 
r       ing  booths  or  hiring  buildings,  and  of  employing  assessors,  Jraof  25"°' 


t 


sub-sheriffs,  deputy  sheriffs,  clerks  of  the  peace,  deputy  election ; 


i       clerks  of  the  peace,  assistant  deputy  clerks  of  the  peace, 


poll  clerks  and  other  clerks,  interpreters,  and  constables, 

'       bailiffs,  or  other  peace  officers,  and  all  other  persons  di- 

l       rected  by  this  act  and  by  other  acts  of  parliament  to  be 

i       employed  by  the  returning  officer  or  officers  for  the  con- 

f       ducting  of  an  election  for  any  connty,  city,   borough,  or 

i       other  place,  and  also  the  expence  of  making  proclamations 

and  returns,  and  of  stationery,  and  of  advertisements,  and 

all  other  expences  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  providing 

the  means  of  taking  the  poll  at  any  such  election,  shall  in 

the  first  instance  be  paid  by  the  said  returning  officer  or 

officers  presiding  at  any  such  election. 

27.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  to  be  present 
lawful  for  the  grand  jury  of  any  county,  county  of  a  town,  i53  ftL 
or  county  of  a  city,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  re- 
quired, to  present  at  the  next  assizes  after  any  election  for 
a  county,  city,  borough,  or  other  place,  shall  have  taken 
place  within  the  same,  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  shall 
be  necessary  to  reimburse  the  person  or  persons  acting  as 
the  returning  officer  or  officers  at  any  such  election,  for  the 
expences  incurred  by  him  or  them  at  any  such  election,  aud 
that  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  shall  be  paid  immediately 
After  such  presentmeut  has  been  fiated  by  the  judge  at  such 
assizes,  to  such  person  or  persons  by  the  treasurer  of  such 
county  :  Provided  always,  phut  before  any  such  present- 
ment be  made,  such  person  or  persons  shall  lay  before  the 
grand  jury  an  account  of  all  the  particulars  of  the  expences 
at  such  election*,  and  all  the  vouchers  for  the  said  expences ; 
and  that  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  to  the  grand  jury,  that 
the  said  expences  are  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  and  the  other  acts  relating  to  elections,  and  fair 
and  reasonable  in  every  particular. 

28.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  affidavit  or  Affidavit  of 
affirmation  of  registry  made  heretofore,  shall  be  deemed  to  tfawgn7!)*1!^ 
be  according  to  law,  notwithstanding  no  reference  is  made  ference  made 
in  it  to  a  former  registry  ;  and  that  in  any  affidavit  or  at-  J^S™1,  re' 
firmation  of  registry  which  shall  be  hereafter  made  at  any 
sessions  of  the  peace,  no  words  whatever  shall  be  introduced 
having  any  reference  to  a  former  registry ;  and  that  the  acting 
clerk,  of  the  peace  at  every  sessions  of  registry,  shall  imme- 
diately after  each  affidavit  or  affirmation  of  registry  shall 
have  been  signed  by  the  two  presiding  justices,  and  by  the 
acting  clerk  of  the  peace,  and  before  lie  proceeds  to  do  any 
other  business  whatsoever,  enter  into  a  book  the  substance 
of  every  such  affidavit  or  affirmation  in  succession,  and  not 
alphabetically ;  in  the  form  following : 
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form  ot  90117 
•faffidUvHk 


/ 

5 

A 

-1 
• 

« 

Name 

of 

Freeholder. 

Place 

of 
Abode. 

1 

Situation 

of 
Freehold. 

Name 

of 

Landlord. 

Value 

of 

Freehold. 

. 

Names 

of  Lives  or 

other  Tenure. 

_ 

Place  and 

Date  of 

Registry. 

And  that  the  entry  in  the  said  book  of  all  the  affidavits  or 
affirmations  so  registered  on  each  day  of  every  sessions, 
shall  be  signed  by  the  presiding  justices  at  such  sessions,  or 
by  two  of  them  at  the  least,  before  they  leave  the  court, 
end  countersigned  and  dated  by  the  acting  clerk  of  the 
f*eace» 
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29.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  clerk  of  the  Clerk  <£  *Jj« 
peace  of  every  county,  county  of  a  town,  or  county  of  a  city,  ter"the  names 
shall  eater  in  alphabetical  order,  according  to  the  surnames  ?f  fe.holders 
of  the  persons  who  have  registered  freeholds,  the  substance  m       s> 

of  every  affidavit  of  registry  of  every  freeholder  capable  of 
voting  on  the  first  day  of  January  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty-one,  at  auy  election  for  the  same,  in  the 
foregoing  form,  in  separate  books,  one  for  each  barony  or 
half  barony,  county  of  a  town,  or  county  of  a  city,  in  which 
such  freeholds  shall  lie,  and  shall  affix  before  each  name  a 
number,  to  shew  how  many  have  registered  under  each 
letter  of  the  alphabet  in  each  book ;  and  that  he  shall  enter 
in  the  same  manner  and  form  the  substance  of  every  affida- 
vit of  registry  which  shall  be  made  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  January  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-one* 

30.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  within  one  calendar  Within  one* 
month  next  after  the  first  day  of  January  one  thousand  eight  j™ntJ  J^jJ 
hundred  and  twenty-one,  every  clerk  of  the  peace  shall  cause  clerk  of  the' 
to  be  printed  in  the  cheapest  manner,  and  by  contract,  not  cause  copies  of 
less  than  fifty  or  more  than  two  hundred  copies  of  the  said  {heregptnr 
registry  books,  commencing  with  the  entries  of  twenty  meMingfrom 
pounds  and  forty  shillings  freeholds,  from  the  first  day  of  Jan.  1,  lsis.to 
January  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen  ;  and  that  forwar^ac-**" 
every  clerk  of  the  peace  shall,  within  one  calendar  month  count  to  be 
after  the  first  day  of  January  one  thousand  eight  hundred  £11^  annu" 
and  twenty-two,  and  within  one  calendar  month  after  the 

first  day  of  January  in  every  succeeding  year,  cause  to  be 
printed,  in  the  cheapest  manner  and  by  contract,  not  less 
than  fifty  nor  more  than  two  hundred  copies  of  all  entries  in 
the  registry  book  of  each  barony  and  half  barony,  county  of 
a  town  or  county  of  a  city,  of  all  affidavits  or  affirmations  of 
persons  who  have  registered  their  votes  within  the  year 
then  last  past,  ending  on  such  first  day  of  January  respec- 
tively ;  and  that  the  clerk  of  the  peace  of  every  county, 
shall  deliver  in  each  year,  one  printed  copy  of  the  registry 
books  to  each  justice  of  the  peace  residing  in  such  county  : 
provided  always,  that  the  clerk  of  the  peace  shall  not  suffer 
the  original  registry  books  to  be  out  of  his  possession,  but 
shall  cause  copies  of  them  to  be  made  for  the  purpose  of, 
printing  the  same. 

SI.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  clerk  of  the  Clerk  of  the 
peace  of  every  county,  county  of  a  town,  or  county  of  a  city,  JSdu* Sdi 
shall  produce  one  of  the  said  printed  copies  of  the  registry  printed  copies 
books  of  each  barony  or  half  barony  in  such  county,  or  of  %£%£,  33 
such  county  6f  a  town  or  county  of  a  city,  corrected  by  shall  be  deii- 
him,  and  certified  under  his  hand  to  be  correct,  to  one  of  Z\™£ ofJU 
his  majesty's  judges  of  assize,  at  the  spring  assizes,  which  crown. 
shall  be  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
one,  for  any  such  county ;  and  shall  produce  at  every  suc- 
ceeding spring  assizes  for  the  same  a  printed  copy  of  all 
entries  made  in  such  books  within  the  year  ending  the  first 
of  January  then  last  past,  corrected  by  him,  and  certified 
nnder  his  hand  to  be  correct;  and  that  such  copy  or  copies, 
so  certified  and  produced  by  the  clerk  of  the  peace,  shall  be 
immediately  delivered  over,  in  the  presence  of  the  judge,  to 
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the  clerk  of  the  crown,  who  shall  sign  and  date  the  same ; 
and  that  such  copy  or  copies  shall  he  preserved  among  the 
records  of  snch  county,  and  shall  be  deemed  equally  valid  as 
the  original  books  at  any  election,  in  case  the  same,  or  any 
part  of  them,  shall  not  be  produced  at  such  election  by  the 
clerk  of  the  peace;  and  that  the  clerk  of  the  crown  is  hereby 
required  to  produce  the  said  printed  copies  of  such  books  at 
any  election,  if  required  so  to  do  by  the  sheriff  or  sheriffs  of 
No  fiat  for      the  county  to  which  they  belong ;  and  that  no  judge  at  the 
peacevfs&Ury,  spring  assizes  to  be  holden*  in  the  said  year  one  thousand 
untu  •»<*«>•  eight  hundred  and  twenty-one,  or  at  any  succeeding  spring 
veredf*  awizes,  shall  fiat  any  presentment  for  paying  any  salary  to 

auy  clerk  of  the  peace,  until  such  printed  copy  or  copies  of 
such  registry  books,  so  certified,  shall  be  so  delivered  in  his 
presence  to  the  clerk  of  the  crown ;  and  that  it  shall  not  be 
hereafter  necessary  for  the  clerk  of  the  peace  to  deliver 
copies  of  the  entries  in  the  books  of  registry  to  the  trea- 
surer of  the  county,  any  act  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

tobri^te£ld     32,  be  lt  fartuer  enacted,  That  from  and  after  the 

uakufie f£r  first  day  of  May  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty, 
Bbrament  is      the  justices  presiding  at  any  sessions  of  the  peace  shall  not 
HUnped-         allow  any  person  to  register  his  freehold  by  virtue  of  any 
written  instrument,  unless  the  same  be  stamped  according 
to  law ;  and  that  the  clerk  of  the  peace  shall,  from  and  alter 
the  first  day  of  May  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty, 
certify  in  every  certificate  of  the  registry  of  a  freehold  of 
the  value  of  forty  shillings  only,  that  the  same  was  regis- 
tered by  virtue  of  a  written  instrument  stamped  according 
to  law. 
P^tv  ra.       35.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  clerk  of  the 
peace  for  ne>*  peace  shall  omit  or  neglect  to  appoint  deputies  and  assistant 
unter°4bUact  "ePot*e8  to  attend  the  places  of  polling  at  any  election ;  or 
Sooi.r  to  have  the  original  affidavits  or  affirmations  of  registry 

arranged  and  indorsed  as  herein-before  required;  or  to 
enter  in  a  book  at  every  sessions  of  registry,  the  substance 
of  every  affidavit  or  affirmation  made  thereat,  in  the  manner 
and  form  as  hereinbefore  required ;  or  to  enter  in  books  the 
substance  of  all  affidavits  or  affirmations  of  registry  of  all  the 
freeholders  who  shall  be  capable  of  voting  at  ah  election  on 
the  first  day  of  January  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-one,  or  of  those  freeholders  who  may  thereafter  re* 
gister  freeholds,  in  the  manner  and  form  as  hereinbefore 
required  ;  or  to  cause  registry  books  to  be  printed,  and  to 
be  delivered  to  the  clerk  of  the  crown,  in  the  manner  and 
form  as  hereinbefore  required ;  or  to  certify  in  every  cer- 
tificate of  registry  which  he  shall  grant  after  the  first  day 
of  May  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty,  that  the 
written  instrument  produced  by  the  person  registering  a 
freehold  was  stamped  according  to  law ;  he  shall  for  every 
such  offence  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  hundred 
pounds,  to  any  person  suing  for  the  same ;  such  penalty  to  * 
be  recovered  by  information  in  any  of  his  Majesty's  courts 
of  record  in  Dublin. 
34.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  and  may  be 
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lawful  for  the  grand  jury  of  every  county,  county  of  a  Grand  jury 
town,  or  county  of  a  city,  at  every  spring  assizes,  and  they  foJexpSX  of 
are  hereby  required,  authorized,  and  empowered,  to  present  pjriSS,iK>Si 
Mich  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  shall  be  a  proper  remnne-  ** 
ration  to  the  clerk  of  the  peace  for  the  expence  of  printing 
the  registry  books,  in  the  manner  and  form  hereinbefore  di-       v 
rected :  provided  always,   that  no  such  presentment  be 
made  until  the  contract  for  the  printing  thereof  be  pro- 
duced, and  that  it  appear  to  the  grand  jury  that  the  clerk 
of  the  peace  has  caused  the  said  books  to  be  printed  in  the 
cheapest  manner. 

35.  And  whereas  by .  an  act  made  in  the  parliament  of  J™*1  Act, 
Ireland  in  the  thirty-seventh  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  **»•*• c-'*' 
Majesty,  intituled  '  An  act  for  the  future  regulation  of  the 

election  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament/  it  is  amongst 
other  things  enacted,  that  if  any  person  seised  of  a  freehold 
not  consisting  of  a  rent  charge  shall  desire  to  register  it  as  ' 

being  of  the  value  of  fifty  pounds,  or  twenty  pounds,  he 
shall,  in  the  oath  or  affirmation  therein  provided,  name  the 
parish  or  parishes,  and  the  townland  or  townlands  in  which 
such  freehold  may  be  situated  :  And  whereas  it  is  expedient 
that  the  name  of  the  parish  or  parishes  in  the  said  oath  may 
be  omitted,  and  that  the  townland  or  townlands,  or  other 
denomination  by  which  the  place  is  generally  known  wherein 
the  freehold  is  situated,  be  named  in  the  said  oath  or  affir- 
mation; be  it  therefore  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  Sf'^&'j^ 
any  person  seised  of  a  freehold  not  consisting  of  a  rent  omifparishin7 
charge,  who  shall  desire  to  register  it  as  being  of  the  yearly  2Jt*}£nd,n*^}e 
value  of  fifty  pounds  or  twenty  pounds,  to  omit  in  such  oath    c    wn  "* 
or  affirmation  the  name  of  the  parish  or  parishes  in  which 
such  freehold  may  be  situated,  and  to  name  therein  the 
townland  or  townlands,  or  other  denomination  by  which  the 
place  is  generally  known  wherein  the  said  freehold  may  be 
situated. 

36.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  person  who  ?"**&*  p°u* 
shall  poll  a  second  time,  or  offer  to  poll  a  second  time,  at  ^fsonaSng1" 
the  same  election,  or  who  shall  personate  any  other  person,  v[J{J^25a7  ** 
or  attempt  to  personate  any  other  person,  for  the  purpose  of  twyean  fm- 
polling  at  such  election,  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  prisonment. 
and  upon  being  thereof  convicted  in  any  of  his  majesty's 

courts  of  record  in  Dublin,  shall  be  imprisoned  for  an^y 
term  not  more  than  two  years,  at  the  discretion  of  the  judge 
or  judges  who  shall  try  such  person. 

37.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  shall  £j53|JJwf 
vote  at  any  election,  by  virtue  of  the  registry  of  an  alleged  voters,  sol. 
freehold,  under  a  lease  of  lands  and  tenements  for  a  life  or 

lives,  made  by  a  lessor  who  had  not  at  the  time  of  making 
tbe  same  a  freehold  estate  therein ;  or  under  a  lease  of  land 
or  tenements  for  a  life  or  lives,  which  lease  is  to  end  and 
determine  on  some  such  covenant  or  condition,  that  a  free- 
hold estate  has  not  been  demised  by  the  same ;  or  under  a 
lease  of  land  or  tenements  for  a  life  or  lives,  or  a  certain 
number  of  years,  which  life  or  lives  is  or  are  dead ;  or  under 
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a  lease  of  land  or  tenements  for  a  life  or  lives,  which  lease 
has  expired  or  been  surrendered,  after  due  notice  not  to 
rote  by  virtue  of  any  such  registry  shall  have  been  given  to 
snch  person  by  any  candidate,  or  by  any  inspector  of  any 
candidate,  and  which  notice  every  candidate  and  inspector 
is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  give  to  such  person 
at  any  time  before  or  during  such  election,  or  in  the  place 
of  polling,  such  person  onvbeing  convicted  thereof,  shall 
forfeit  to  any  person  who  shall  sue  for  the  same,  the  sum  of 
twenty  pounds ;  to  be  recovered  by  him  or  them,  with  treble 
costs  of  suit,  by  action  of  debt,  at  any  general  quarter  ses- 
sions of  the  peace,  or  at  any  assizes  that  may  be  held  in  the 
county  in  -which  such  election  shall  have  taken  place. 
Regulation  for     88.  And  whereas  by  certain  acts  made  in  the  parliament 
freeholders  by  °*  Ireland,  and  also  by  a  certain  act  made  in  the  parliament 
the  mayor,  re-  of  the  united  kingdom,  made  in  the  forty-fifth  year  of  his 
Suntfes/of '     kte  majesty's  reign,  intituled  '  An  act  for  amending  an  act 
towns  and  ci-  passed  in  the  parliament  of  Ireland  in  the  thirty-fifth  year 
tie3,  of  his  late  majesty,  for  regulating  the  election  of  members 

to  serve  in  parliament,  so  far  as  relates  to  freeholds  nnder 
the  yearly  value  of  twenty  pounds,  and  for  making  further 
and  other  regulations  relating  thereto,'  it  is  enacted,  that 
every  oath  and  affirmation  made  and  subscribed  at  any  ses- 
sions of  the  peace  for  registry  of  any  freehold,  shall  be 
read  aloud  in  open  court,  and  signed  by  two  of  the  justices 
presiding  therein :  And  whereas  the  number  of  the  justices 
who  are  empowered  to  act  within  several  of  the  counties  of 
towns,  or  counties  of  cities  and  towns,  agreeable  to  the 
charters  thereof,  is  extremely  limited,  and  often  confined  to 
those,  who  from  age  and  infirmity  are  incapacitated  for  ac- 
tive performance  of  duty :  And  whereas  it  is  necessary  to 
provide  against  any  consequent  inconvenience  or  delay  of 
persons  possessed  of  freehold  property,  who  wish  duly  to 
register  such  freeholds,  and  to  qualify  themselves  for  exer- 
cising the  elective  franchise ;  be  it  therefore  enacted,  that 
in  all  counties  of  towns  and  counties  of  cities,  on  the  day 
immediately  preceding  the  opening  of  each  general  quarter 
sessions  of  the  peace,  unless  such  day  fall  upon  a  Sunday, 
and  in  such  case  on  the  day  next  but  one  preceding  the 
opening  of  each  general  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace,  and 
upon  the  day  immediately  after  the  criminal  and  other  busi- 
ness of  every  such  sessions  has  been  fully  transacted,  unless 
such  day  shall  fall  upon  a  Sunday,  and  in  such  case,  on  the 
second  day  after  the  said  business  has  been  fully  transacted, 
the  mayor  or  other  chief  magistrate  of  such  county  of  a  town 
or  county  of  a  city,  or  his  sufficient  deputy  appointed  by 
him,  pursuant  to  charter  or  prescription,  in  case  of  his  ab- 
sence from  such  town  or  city,  or  his  illness,  shall,  upon 
being  required  so  to  do  by  any  freeholder  of  such  county  of 
a  town  or  county  of  a  city,  hold  an  open  court  of  sessions 
for  the  purpose  of  registering  all  such  freeholders  as  shall 
present  themselves  for  that  purpose,  in  such  manner  and 
form  as  are  now  required  by  law;  and  that  the  said  mayor, 
chief  magistrate,  or  his  deputy,  thall  commence  his  sitting 
on  each  day  at  the  hour  of  ten  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon, 
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and  shall  continue  it  till  the  hour  of  four  of  the  clock  in  the 
afternoon ;  and  that  it  shall  alto  be  lawful  for  any  person 
powered  of  a  freehold  in  any  county  of  a  town  or  county 
of  a  city,  to  refister  the  same  before  the  recorder  or 
his  deputy,  presiding  in  open  court,  at  any  quarter  ses- 
sions of  the  peace,  or  any  adjournment  thereof,  for  the 
county  of  the  town  or  county  of  the  city  in  which  such 
freehold  is  situate;  and  that  such  mayor  or  other  chief 
magistrate,  or  his  deputy,  and  such  recorder  or  his  de- 
puty, shall  administer  all  oaths,  and  sign  all  certificates, 
which  are  now  required  by  law,  to  render  the  registry 
of  such  freehold  valid;  and  that  the  signature  of  such 
mayor,  chief  magistrate,  or  recorder,  or  of  their  se* 
▼era!  deputies  so  affixed  in  open  court,  shall  be  singly  and 
of  itself  a  sufficient  attestation  of  such  registry,  in  place  of 
the  signature  of  two  magistrates,  and  of  the  clerk  of  the 
peace,  as  now  required  by  law ;  and  that  the  certificate  of 
the  registry  of  a  freehold  in  any  county  of  a  city  or  county 
of  a  town  so  signed  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  sufficient  evidence 
of  the  registry  of  the  same,  at  any  election,  if  without  any 
erasure  or  interlineation,  any  thing,  to  the  contrary  in  this 
act  notwithstanding ;  and  that  the  affidavits  of  registry  so 
attested,  shall  be  then  and  there  delivered  by  such  mayor, 
recorder,  or  their  respective  deputies,  to  the  clerk  of  the 
peace,  to  be  filed  and  kept  amongst  the  records  of  the  court. 

do.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  mayor  or  other  Penalty  on 
chief  magistrate  of  any  county  of  a  town,  or  county  of  a  ™g!ect &iobf°r 
city,  shall  neglect  or  wilfully  omit  to  hold  any  such  session, 
by  himself  or  his  sufficient  deputy,  in  manner  and  form  as 
herein-before  required,  upon  being  required' so  to  do  by  any 
freeholder  of  such  county  of  a  town,  or  county  of  a  city ;  or 
if  any  mayor  or  other  chief  magistrate,  or  any  recorder  shall 
omit  or  neglect,  or  wilfully  refuse  to  register  the  freehold  of 
any  person  duly  qualified,  who  shall  present  himself  for  that 
purpose  to  such  mayor,  or  chief  magistrate,  or  recorder, 
such  mayor,  cfiief  magistrate,  or  recorder  so  offending,  shall 
forfeit  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  for  each  and  every 
such  neglect  of  duty;  and  that  if  the  clerk  of  the  peace  or  - 
hit  sufficient  deputy  shall  neglect  or  omit  to  attend  any 
such  session  of  the*  peace,  upon  due  notice  being  given  to 
him  of  the  holding  of  the  same  by  any  freeholder  of  such 
county  of  a  town,  or  county  of  a  city,  and  then  and  there  to 
do  all  acts  now  required  of  him  by  law  for  the  registry  of  JJ^Jy^ 
freeholders,  such  clerk  of  the  peace  shall  for  every  such  •      ' 
offence  forfeit  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds ;  such  penalties  to  be 
recovered  by  information  in  any  of  his  majesty's  courts  of 
record  in  Dublin ;  one  moiety  whereof  shall  be  payable  to 
our  lord  the  king,  and  the  other  moiety  to  him  who  shall 
soe  for  and  recover  the  same. 

40.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  shall  F"£fff  fc<rti* 
falsely  make,  forge,  or  counterfeit,  or  shall  cause  or  procure  g£try,  &£  £ 
to  be  falsely  made,  forged,  or  counterfeited,  or  shall  wil-  jj!|2^?j?* 
ltogly  act  or  eseist  m  the  false  making,  forging,  or  counter-  5SS?0 
failing  any  certificate  of  the  registry  of  any  freehold,  or 
any  affidavit  ot  affirmation  relating  thereto,  or  any  writing 

2m 
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or  instrument  purporting  to  be  a  certificate  of  the  registry 
of  any  such  freehold,  or  an  affidavit  or  affirmation  relating 
thereto,  or  shall  utter  or  publish,  ok  assist  to  utter  or  pub- 
lish, or  produce  in  any  polling  booth  as  true,  any  such  false, 
forged,  or  counterfeited  certificate,  or  affidavit  or  affirmation, 
writing  or  instrument,  knowing  the  same  to  be  false,  forged, 
or  counterfeited,  with  intent  to  make  or  support  any  claim 
of  himself,  or  any  other  person  or  persons,  to  vote  at  any 
election  of  a  member  or  members  to  serve  in  parliament, 
every  such  person  so  offending  and  being  thereof  lawfully 
convicted,  shall  be  deemed  and  adjudged  to  be  guilty  of 
felony,  and  shall  be  transported  for  seven  years  to  some 
part  of  his  majesty's  dominions  out  of  Europe. 

5tt5ff8eK?  41*  And  k0  **  *urtner  enacted,  That  every  person  whom 
'  any  returning  officer  at  any.  election  for  a  member  to  serve 
in  parliament  for  any  county,  shall  employ  to  act  as  a  clerk 
for  taking  the  poll,  shall  enter  in  a  book  to  be  provided  for 
that  purpose,  the  number  opposite  to  the  name  of  each  free- 
holder in  the  registry  book  who  shall  tender  his  vote  or  offer 
to  poll  at  such  election,  his  name  and  the  place  of  his  abode, 
the  situation  and  value  of  his  freehold,  and  for  whom  he 
shall  vote,  and  every  such  clerk  shall,  before  the  beginning 
of  the  poll,  take  an  oath  in  the  form  following : 

'  I*  A*  B.  do  swear,  That  I  will,  at  this  election  of  a 
member  [or  members,  as  the  case  may  be]  to  serve  in  parlia- 
ment for  the  county,  county  of  the  town,  or  county  of  the 
city  [as  the  case  may  be]  of  truly  and 

indifferently  take  the  poll,  and  set  down  the  number  oppo- 
site to  the  name  of  each  freeholder  in  the  registry  book,  his 
name  and  the  place  of  his  abode,  and  the  situation  and  the 
value  of  his  freehold,  and  for  whom  he  shall  poll. 

'  So  help  me  God.' 
Which  oath  every  returning  officer  is  hereby  authorized 
and  required  to  administer. 
SfSud^t       42'  And  be  U further  enacted,  That  any  deputy  sheriff, 
ficers  neglect,  poll  clerk,  clerk  of  the  peace,  deputy  clerk  of  the  peace, 
Sffete£tfonUty  assistant  deputy  clerk  of  the  peace,  interpreter,  constable, 
poll,  shall  lose  bailiff,  or  peace  officer,  who  shall  absent  himself  from  the 
Xt£ii<iompca" dutv  of  his  office  at  any  election  of  a  member  or  members 
to  serve  in  parliament  for  any  county,  city,  borough,  or 
other  place,  during  any  part  of  the  time  that  the  poll  shall 
be  kept  open  on  each  day,  shall  forfeit  all  compensation  for 
Returning  of-  his  attendance  during  such  election ;  and  that  the  return- 
mSthlm,and  ing  officer  or  officers  is  and  are  hereby  authorized  and  re- 
swppiy  their    quired,  in  case  of  the  absence,  neglect,  misconduct,  or  in- 
p  *ceSa  sufficiency  of  any  such  person  or  persons,  immediately  to 

remove  any  such  person  or  persons,  and  to  appoint  a  person 
or  persons  to  fill  his  or  their  place  or  places. 
SSSSSSdS     43#  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  nothing  in  this  act 
5fQ.3.c  isi.  contained  shall  extend  or  be  construed  to  extend  so  as  to 
pat  affected,    limit,  abridge,  or  defeat  the  franchise  of  any  person  or  per- 
sons, who  before  the  passing  of  this  act  shall  have  duly 
registered  his  or  their  franchise  or  franchises,  under  and 
by  virtue  of  the  act  of  the  fifty-seventh  year  of  his_  late 
majesty's  reign,  herein-before  recited  and  repealed. 
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44.  And  whereas  it  is  expedient  that  persons  having  Persons  hav- 
freeholds  under  the  yearly  value  of  twenty  pounds,  and  r?fehoidsmper- 
subject  only  to  quit  or  crown  rent,  or  arising  from  fee-farm  "^JJ^J?  re* 
grants,  or  under  a  lease  or  leases  for   ever,  or  for  lives  fJJn/  in  *man- 
renewable  for  ever,  should  have  the  power  of  voting  at ner  herein 
elections  for  members  of  parliament,  although  they  should  mentI0ne 
not  reside  thereon,  or  occupy  such  freeholds  by  tilling  or 

grazing  to  the  amount  of  forty  shillings  yearly  value  thereof; 
be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  persons 
having  freeholds  under  twenty  pounds  yearly  value,  not 
consisting  of  a  rent  charge,  and  liable  only  to  crown  or 
quit  rent,  to  register  the  same  in  like  manner  as  is  pro- 
vided for  persons  having  freeholds  of  the  yearly  value  of 
twenty  pounds,  in  an  act  of  the  thirty-seventh  year  of  his 
late  majesty's  reign,  passed  in  the  Irish  parliament,  and 
intituled,  '  An  act  for  the  regulating  of  elections;'  and  that  Msh  act, 
such  person  so  registering  his  freehold,  shall  insert  in  the  ' 
oath  of  registry,  the  words  '  forty  shillings/  instead  of 
the  words  '  twenty  poundB,'  or  *  fifty  pounds,'  and 
shall  add  the  following  words,  '  and  that  the  said  free* 
hold  does  not  .consist  of  a  rent  charge,  and  that  it  is  liable 
to  no  rent,  except  quit  or  crown  rent,  or  that  it  arises  front 
fee  farm  grant,  or  that  I  hold  it  under  a  lease  or  leases  for 
ever,  or  under  a  lease  or  leases  for  lives,  renewable  for 
ever,  [as  the  case  may  be],'  and  that  every  person  who 
shall  offer  to  vote  by  virtue  of  a  freehold  under  the  value 
of  twenty  pounds,  and  holding  the  same  subject  only  to 
quit  or.  crown  rent,  shall  make  the  same  affirmations,  and 
take  the  same  oaths  as  are  now  provided  for  persons  having  . 
freeholds  of  the  value  of  twenty  pounds;  provided  always, 
that  such  persons  shall  in  such  oaths  make  the  several 
alterations  and  additions  as  are  herein  set  forth  in  the  oath 
of  registry  for  such  persons. 

45.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  former  acts  of  Former  acts 
parliament  for  the  regulation  of  the  election  of  members  to  force?*006  m 
serve  in  parliament  for  Ireland,  shall  be  and  continue  in 

force,  except  only  so  far  as  the  same  are  repealed  or  altered 
by  this  act ;  and  that  this  act  may  be  altered  and  repealed 
by  any  act  to  be  passed  in  the  present  session  of  parlia- 
ment. 


Anno  1  &  2  Georgii  IV.  Cap.  58. 

An  Act  to  regulate .  the  Expences  of  Elections  of  Members  to 
serve  in  Parliament  for  Ireland,     A.  D.  1821. 

Whereas  it  is  expedient  to  regulate  the  expences  of  No  charges  to 
elections  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament  for  Ireland  ;  ^J^6  {Pr 
That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this    act,  no  other  ireiandVut 
charges  shall  be  made,  for  any  thing  performed  or  done  in  ■Sosehinie^ted 
the  execution  of  any  writ  or  precept,  for  holding  an  elec-  (A.T 
tion  in  Ireland,  besides  the  charges  set  forth  in  the  sche- 
dule (A.)  to  this  act  annexed,  any  act  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. 
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No  ptnom  2.  And  be  it  fnrtker  enacted,  That  bo  other  person,  be- 
uuntioaHi  in  sides  the  persons  mentioned  in  the  said  schedule,  shall  be 
schmjiiie  en-  entitled  to  receive  any  fee  or  reward  for  any  thing,  per* 
ti  ed  to  feci.  forme(^  OT  40M  jn  j^e  execution  of  any  writ  or  precept  for 

holding;  an  election,  any  act  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 
No  rewards  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  person  to  be  here- 
nr  presents  to  after  elected  to  serve  in  parliament  for  any  county,  city, 
returning  offi-  town,  or  borough,  shall,  by  himself,  his  friends  or  agents, 
cers.  or    by  any  person    or   persons  employed  in  his  behalf, 

directly  or  indirectly  give  any  fee  or  reward  of  any  kind, 
or  make  any  payment  of  money  by  way  of  compliment  or 
gratuity,  or  upon  any  account  whatever,  to  any  sheriff, 
under  sheriff,  deputy  sheriff,  returning  officer,  or  deputy 
returning  officer,  clerk  of  the  peace,  or  deputy  clerk  of  the 
peace  ;  and  that  every  such  person  or  persons,  who  shall 
so  give  any  fee  or  reward  of  any  kind,  or  make  any  pay- 
ment of  money  by  way  of  compliment  or  gratuity,  or  upon 
any  account  whatever,  to  any  sheriff  or  under  sheriff, 
deputy,  deputy  sheriff,  returning  officer,  deputy  returning 
officer,  clerk  of  the  peace,  or  deputy  clerk  of  the  peace, 
shall  be  and  is  and  are  hereby  declared  to  be  disabled 
and  incapacitated  to  serve  in  parliament  upon  such  election 
for  such  county,  city,  town,  or  borough. 
Irish  act.  35        4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so  much  of  an  act 
Hmfte^the  **  P*4**d  **  ihh  parliament  of  Ireland,  in  the  thirty-fifth 
number  of      year  of  his  late  majesty's  reign,  intituled,  An  act  for  regu- 
cferks  to  be    ^atinS  the  election  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament,  and 
employed  at    for  repealing  the  several  acts  therein  mentioned,  as  pro- 
yeaied?S rfe"    Y*des  that  no  candidate  for  any  county  shall  employ  at  or 
for  any  election  for  the  said  county,  more  hired  agents  or 
hired  clerks,  than  after  the  rate  of  one  agent  and  one  clerk 
for  each  barony  or  half-barony  in  said  county,  shall  be  and 
the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 
Agents,  &c.        5.'  A md  be  it  further  enacted,  That  from  and  after  the 

•schedule^  P****ne>  °*  *****  act?  n0  candidate  at  an  election  for  any 
cb!)  '  county,  city,  town,  or  borough,  shall  pay  to  any  barrister, 

agent,  inspector,  or  clerk,  any  sum  or  sums  of  money,  for 
his.  attendance,  or  trouble  at  any  such  election,  which  shall 
exceed  the  sum  or  sums  set  forth  in  the  schedule  (B.)  to 
this  act  annexed. 
No  rewards,       6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  such  candi- 
&c-  to*£        date  shall  give,  "by  himself,  his  friends  or  his  agents,  or  by 
agents,  &c.     any  person  or  persons  employed  by  him  or  them,  any  sum 
ismecified* in  or  8um8  °f  m<>ney,  fee,  retaining  fee,  office,  j>lace  or  em- 
scheduie.        ployment,  gift  or  reward,  or  any  promise  or  security  for  any 
money,  fee,  retaining  fee,  office,  place,  or  employment,  to 
any  barrister,  agent,  inspector,  or  clerk,  for  doing  any  thing 
of  and  concerning  any  matter  relating  to  any  such  election, 
directly  or  indirectly,  over  and  above  the  sum  or  sums  set 
forth  to  be  paid  in  the  said  schedule  to  any  barrister, 
agent,  inspector,  or  clerk,  he  shall  be  and  he  is  hereby 
declared  to  be  disabled  and  incapacitated  to  serve,  in  par- 
liament upon  such  election  for  such  county,  city,  town,  or 
borough. 
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7.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  so  much  of  an  act 1  %  4*  c*  u- 
passed  in  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  his  present  majesty,  utes  to  grand 
intituled,  An  act  for  the  better  regulation  of  polls,  and  for  jury  present- 
making  further  provisions  touching  the  election  of  mem-  ISSursing're- 
bers  to  serve  in  parliament  for  Ireland,  as  provides  that  it  tuf  Jing  °^'d 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  grand  jury  of  any  county,  cers' rep€a  e 
county  of  a  town,  or  county  of  a  city,  to  present  at  the 
next   assizes   after   any  election  for  a   county,  city,  or  ' 
borough,  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  shall  be  necessary 
to  reimburse  the  person  or  persons  acting  as  returning 
officer  or  officers  at  such  elections,  shall  be,and  the  same  is 
hereby  repealed. 

8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  nothing  in  this  act  ^^"JfkfL 
contained  shall  cause  any  candidate  at  an  election  for  any  expence  at-j 
county,  city,  town,  or  borough,  to  be  liable  to  the  payment  ^n>ilifcthe  • 
of  any  charge  t>r  charges  ,for  the  expences  attending  the  wn  ' 
execution  of  any  writ  or  precept  for  holding  an  election, 
to  which  he  was  not  liable  previous  to  the  said  act  of  the 
first  year  of  the  reign  of  his  present  majesty ;  except  for  v 
such  additional  places  of  polling,  and  additional  deputy 
clerks  of  the  peace,  and  deputy  assistant  clerks  of  the 
peace,  as  are  by  the  said  act  required  to  be  provided. 


Schedule  (A*) 

Charges  for  executing  a  Writ  or  Precept  for  holding  an 

Election, 

i 

£      8.     d. 

For  providing  each  place  of  polling  or  booth,  for 
commissioners,    for  administering  oaths    of 
qualification  to  Roman  Catholics,  such  place 
of  polling  or  booth   not  being  in  a  public 
building,  a  sum  not  exceeding       -        -        -    15    0    0 
Such  place  of  polling  or  booth  being  in  a  public 

building,  a  sum  not  exceeding       -        -  7  10    0 

For  the  assessor  to  the  returning  officer,  for  at-      \ 
tending  the  election,  and  for  the  first  day's 
polling,  ,a  sum  not  exceeding         -        - .      -    50    0    0 
For  each  subsequent  day's  attendance,  a  sum 

not  exceeding        -        -        --        -        -11     76 

For  each  poll  clerk,  for  each    day's  polling,  a 

sum  not  exceeding         -        -        -        -        -   ^  1    2    y 

For  each  deputy  clerk  of  the  peace,  for  each 

day's  polling,  a  sum  not  exceeding        -  0  10    0 

For  each  assistant  deputy  clerk  of  the  peace, 

for  each  day's  polling,  a  sum  not  exceeding  -      0    5    0 
For  each  interpreter,  for  each  day's  attendance 
at  a  poll  which  may  be  required,  a  sum  not 
exceeding  -  -  -  --0  10    0 

For  each  constable   (of  whom  not  more  than 
two  who  are  employed  to  attend  a  place  of 
.     polling  shall  be  paid),  for  each  day's  polling, 
*     a.  sum  not  exceeding  -  -  -  -      0    5    Q 

2m2 


Coxtii  IMLAM0,] 


l&SG.  IY.  GAP.  58. 


[APPRHDIX. 


The  said  allowance  to  cover  all  extra  and  incidental 

expences  belonging  to  each  of  the  above-mentioned 

persons. 

For  all  incidental  expences,  such  as  indentures,  stamp*, 

poll  books,  advertisements,   stationery,  and    all  other 

expences  belonging  to  the  execution  of  a  writ  or  precept 

for  holding  an  election,  a  sum  not  exceeding  the  rate  of 

;    three  pounds  for  each  place  of  polling. 


50     0    0 


11 


7 
0 


6 
0 


Schedule  (B.) 

Payments  which  a  Candidate  may  make  at  an  Election  to 
hie  Counsel,  Agents,  Inspectors,  and  Clerks, 

£.    «.    d. 
To  one  barrister,  as  counsel  for  attending  the 
election,  and  for  the  first  day'svpolling,  a  sum 
not  exceeding  ..... 
For  each  subsequent  day's  polling,  a  sum  not 
exceeding        •--.--. 
To  one  conducting  agent,  a  sum  not  exceeding  100 
And  an  additional  sum  to  cover   all  ex- 
pences'  bona  fide  incurred  for  making  up 
books,  and  for  other  expences  necessary 
for  taking  a  poll. 
To  every  other  agent  or  inspector,  for  the  first 

day's  polling,  a,sum  not  exceeding 
For  every  subsequent  day's  polling,  a  sum  not 

exceeding        - 
To  each  cheque  clerk  and  other  clerk,  for  each 
day's  polling,  a  sum  not  exceeding 
The  said  allowances  to  cover  all  expences  for  lodg- 
ing, diet,  and  all  other  extra  incidental   expences 
belonging  to  each  of  the  above-mentioned  persons. 
(No  candidate  to  pay  more  than  one  counsel,  one 
conducting  agent,  one  inspector,  and  one  cheque 
clerk,  for  each  place  of  polling ;  one  agent  for  the 
sheriff  *s  booth,  three  agents  for,  preparing  tallies, 
and  two  clerks  for  the  same   purpose,  for   each 
barony  or  half-barony.) 


6  1C    6 


3     8    3 


0  15    0 


So  much  of 
rtcited  acts 
as  relate  to 
election  of 
memt'ti*  for 


Anno  4  Georgu  IV.  Cap.  55. 

An  Act  to  consolidate  and  amend  the  several  Acts  now  in 
force,  so  far  as  the  same  relate  to  the  Election  mid  Return 
of  Members  to  serve  in  Parliament,  for  Counties  of  Cities 
and  Counties  of  Towns  in  Ireland,  A.  D.  1823. 

Whereas  it  is  expedient  to  consolidate  and  amend  the 
several  acts  now  in  force,  so  far  as  the  same  relate  to  the 
election  and  return  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament  for 
counties  of  cities  and  counties'  of  towns  in  Ireland ;  That 
from  henceforth  so  much  of  an  act,  passed  in  the  parlia- 
ment of  Ireland  in  the  thirty-fifth  year  of  the  reign  of  his 
late  majesty  king  George  the  third,  intituled,  An  act  for 
regulating  the  election  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament 
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and  for  repealing  the  several  acts  therein  mentioned ;  and  counties  of 
also  so  much  of  an  act,  passed  in  the  thirty-seventh  year  of  Smntiefof 
the  reign  of  king  George  the  third,  intituled,  An  act  Tor  towgrepwi- 
the  further  regulation  of  the,  election  of  members  to  serve  CI.) 
in  parliament ;  and  also  so  much  of  an  act,  passed  in  the  37  G.  9.  (I.) 
forty-fifth  year  of  the  reign  of  king  George  the  third,  inti- 
tuled, An  act  for  amending  an  act  passed  in  the  parlia- 
ment of  Ireland,  in  the  thirty-fifth  year  of  his  present  ma- 
jesty, for  regulating  the  election  of  members  to  serve  in 
parliament,  so  far  as  relates  to  freeholds  under  the  yearly 
value  of  twenty  pounds,  and  for  making  further  and  other  45  G.  s.  c.  50. 
regulations  relating  thereto  ;  and  also,  so  much  of  an  act, 
passed  in  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  king  George  the 
fourth,  intituled,  An  act  for  the  better  regulation  of  polls,  eo  G.  3.  & 
and  for  making  further  provision  touching  the  election  of l  °-  4- c-  n- 
members  to  serve  in  parliament  for  Ireland,  as  relate  to  the 
election  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament  for  any  county 
of  a  city  or  county  of  a  town,  shall  be  repealed. 

2.  And  whereas  the  number  of  justices  who  are  em-  M*yo*10.rf 
powered  to  act  within  several  of  the  counties  of  cities  or  Lt^tnite  to 
counties  of  towns  in  Ireland,  agreeable  to  the  charters  pa  sessions 
thereof,  is  extremely  limited,  and  often  confined  to  those  tvIehofdeS  ° 
who  from  age  and  infirmity  are  incapacitated  for  active 
performance  of  duty  :  and  whereas  it  is  necessary  to  pro- 
vide against  any  consequent  inconvenience  or  delay  of 
persons  possessed  of  freehold  property,  who  wish  duly  to 
register  such  freeholds,    and    to   qualify  themselves  for  * 

exercising  the  elective  franchise ;  be  it  further  enacted, 
That  in  all  counties  of  cities  and  counties  of  towns  in 
Ireland,  on  the  day  immediately  preceding  the  opening 
of  each  general  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace,  unless 
such  day  shall  fall  upon  a  Sunday,  and  in  such  case 
on  the  day  next  but  one  preceding  the  opening  of  each 
general  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace,  and  upon  the 
day  immediately  after  the  criminal  and  other  business 
of  every  such  sessions  shall  have  been  fully  transacted, 
unless  such  day  shall  fall  upon  a  Sunday,  and  in  such  case 
on  the  second  day  after  such  business  shall  have  been  fully 
transacted,  the  mayor  or  other  chief  magistrate  of  such 
county  of  a  city  or  county  of  a  town,  or  his  sufficient 
deputy  appointed  by  him  pursuant  to  charter  or  prescrip- 
tion, in  case  of  his  absence  from  such  city  or  town,  or  his 
illness,  shall,  upon  being  required  so  to  do  by  any  free- 
holder of  such  county  of  a  city  or  county  of  a  town,  hold 
an  open  court  of  sessions  for  the  purpose  of  registering  all 
such  freeholders  as  shall  present  themselves  for  that  pur- 
pose; in  such  manner  and  form  as  is  by  this  act  required  ; 
and  that  the  said  mayor  or  other  chief  magistrate,  or  his 
deputy,  shall  commence  his  sitting  on  each  day  at  the  hour 
of  ten  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon,  and  shall  continue  it 
until  the  hour  of  four  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon :  Pro-  J^J^JjJ *j 
vided,  however,  that  in  case  any  two  justices  of  the  peace  mayor's  pre'-* 
for  said  county  of  a  city  or  county  of  a  town  shall  attend  at  *enc£not  ue" 
such  sessions  during  the  time  appointed  Xor  the  attendance  ces*  y* 
of  the  said  mayor  or  other  chief  magistrate,  upon  such 
respective  days  or  either  of  them,  or  during  any  portion  of 
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such  time,  then  and  and  in  such  case  the  attendance  of  the 
said  mayor  or  other  chief  magistrate  shall  not  be  required 
daring  the  time  of  the  attendance  of  such  two  justices  of 
the  peace. 
Freeholds  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for 

t*rZ&*t  angis"  any  Person  possessed  of  a  freehold  in  any  county  of  a  city 
msnoiis.*07    or  county  of  a  town,  to  register  the  same  before  the  mayor 
or  other  chief  magistrate,  or  his  deputy,  or  before  any  two 
justices   of  (he  peace  presiding  at  such  sessions,  to  be 
held  for  such  county  of  a  city  or  county  of  a  town,  or 
before  any  two  justices  of  the  peace,  or  the  recorder  or 
deputy  recorder,  presiding  in  open   court  at  any  quarter 
sessions  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  the  city  or  county 
of  the  town  in  which  such  freehold  is  situate,  or  at  any  ad- 
journment thereof,  or  any  adjournment  of  such  adjournment. 
haSifjfre™        4*  ^ND  De  it  further  enacted,  That  when  any  person, 
hpld&notcon-  seised   of  any   freehold  .  in    any  county  of  a   city,    or 
rent3iaree)of  c°uaty  of  a  town,  which  freehold  shall  not  consist  of  a 
so/,  or  20/.  to  rent-charge,  shall  be  desirous  to  register  the  same  as  being 
Swing  oath?  °*  ^e  value  of  fifty  poundB,  or  twenty  pounds,  such  person 
shall  in  open  court,  at  some  sessions  to  be  held  as  afore- 
said, or  adjournment  thereof,  before  the  mayor  or  other 
chief  magistrate,  or  his  deputy,  or  before  two  justices  of 
the  peace  or  before  the  recorder  or  deputy  recorder  pre- 
siding thereat,  take  and  subsribe  the  following  oath  [or,  if 
a  quaker,  the  following  affirmation] : 

'I,  of 

in  the  county  of  or  of  the  city  or  town  of 

[as  the  case  may  be]  do  swear,  [or  if  a  quaker, 
do  affirm],  that  I  am  a  freeholder  of  and  that 

I  have  and  am  now  in  actual  possession  of  a  freehold  there- 
in, arising  from  a  house  or  houses,  or  from  land,  or  both,  or 
other  hereditaments  [as  the  case  may  be]  of  the  clear 
yearly  value  of  or 

[as  the  case  may  be]  above  all  charges  payable  out  of  the 
same,  lying  and  being  at  or  in  [naming  the  land  out  of 
which  such  freehold  shall  arise,  if  the  same  shall  arise  out 
of  land,  or  the  street  or  place  where  such  house  or  houses 
or  other  hereditaments  shall  be  situate,  in  case  such  free- 
hold shall  arise  out  of  any  house  or  houses,  or  other  here- 
ditaments] in  the  county  of  the  city  [or  county  of  the  town, 
as  the  case  may  be]  of  and  that  the  said  free- 

hold does  not  arise  from  a  rent -charge,  nor  have  I  procured 
it  fraudulently,  nor  has  it  been  granted  fraudulently  to 
me,  or  in  exchange  for  a  freehold  in  any  other  county. 
Persons  hold.     5.  And   be  it  further  enacted,  That  when  any  person 
JJSsbtin^of  seised  of  any  freehold  in  any  county  of  a  city  or  county  of 
rent-charge  of  a  town,  which  freehold  shall  consist  of  a  rent-charge,  shall 
£ke  toe2^-*0  De  desirous  to  register  the  same  as  being  of  the  value  of 
lowing  oath,    fifty  pounds,  or  twenty  pounds,"  such  person  shall  in  open 
court  at  some  sessions  to  be  held  as  aforesaid,  br  adjourn- 
ment thereof,  before  the  mayor  or  other  chief  magistrate, 
or  his  deputy,  or  before  two  justices  of  the  peace,  or  before 
the  recorder  or  deputy  recorder  presiding  thereat,  take  and 
subscribe  the  following  oath  [or,  if  a  quaker,  the  following 
affirmation] : 
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<I,  Of  Ortb. 

in  the  county  of  .  or  of  the  city  or  town 

of  [as  the  case  may  be]  do  swear  [or  if  a 

quaker,  do  affirm],  that  I  am  a  freeholder  of 
and  that  I  have  a  freehold  therein  of  the  clear  yearly  value 
of  or  [as  the  case  may 

be]  at  the  least,  above  all  charges  payable  out  of  the  same, 
consisting  of  a  rent-charge  granted  by  deed,  bearing  date 
the  day  of  in  the 

year  [if  the  same  shall  be  granted  by 

deed,  and  in  case  it  shall  not  be  granted  by  deed,  then 
stating  the  particulars  of  the  title  of  such  person  to  such 
rent-charge  on  a  house)  or  houses,  or  on  land,  or  both,  or 
other  hereditaments,  as  the  case  may  be,]  lying  and  being 
at  or  in  [naming  the  land  out  of  which  such  rent-charge 
shall  arise,  if  the  same  shall  arise  out  of  land,  or  the 
street  or  place  where  such  house  or  houses,  or  other  here- 
ditaments, shall  be  situate,  in  case  such  rent-charge  shall 
arise  oat  of  any  house  or  houses,  or  other  hereditaments,] 
in  the  county  of  the  city  or  county  of  the  town  [as  the  case 
may  be]  of       ,  ,  and  that  I  am  in  the 

possession  thereof  to  the  clear  amount  of 
or  [as  the  case  may  be]  yearly 

value  thereof,  and  am  entitled  to  receive  the  same  as  H  be- 
comes due.' 

6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Xbat  every  person  who  Freeholders 
shall  be  seised  of  a  freehold  under  the  value  of  twenty  vaiue'of  «v. 
pounds  in  any  county  of  a  city  or  county  of  a  town,  and  to  take  the  foi- 
wbo  shall  be  desirous  to  register  the  same,  shall  in  open  lowmg  oath- 
court,  at  some  sessions  to  be  held  aforesaid,  or  adjourn- 
ment thereof,  before  the  mayor  or  other  chief  magistrate, 
or  his  deputy,  or  before  two  justices  of  the  peace,  or  be-  »* 

fore  the  recorder  or  deputy  recorder  presiding  thereat,  pro- 
duce the  deed,  lease,  or  instrument  under  which  his  tree-  ' 
hold  shall  arise,  and  shall  take  and  subscribe  the,  following 
oath,  [or  if  a  quaker,  the  following  affirmation :] 

'I  of 

in  the  county  of  or  of  the  city  or  town  0*tt» 

of  [as  the  case  may  be]  do  swear, 

[or,  if  a  quaker,  do  affirm,]  that  I  am  a  freeholder  of 

,  and  that  I  have  a  freehold  therein, 
arising  from  a  house  or  houses,  or  from  lands,  or  both,  or 
other  hereditaments  [as  the  case  may  be]  of  the  clear  year- 
ly value  of  forty  shillings  at  the  least,  above  all  charges 
payable  out  of  the  same,  lying  and  being  at  or  in  [naming 
the  land  out  of  which  such  freehold  shall  arise,  if  the  same 
shall  arise  out  of  .land,  or  the  street  or  place  where  such 
house  or  houses  or  other  hereditaments  shall  be  situate,  in 
case  such  freehold  shall  arise  out  of  any  house  or  houses 
or  other  hereditaments]  in  the  county  of  the  city  [or  county 
of  the  town,  as  the  case  may  be]  of 

and  that  the  said  freehold  does  not  arise  from  a  rent- 
oharge,  and  that  the  same  arises  by  virtue  of  the  deed,  or  , 
by  virtue  of  the  lease,  or  by  virtue  of  the  instrument,  or  by 
virtue  of  the  deed,  lease,  or  instrument  [using  all  or  any  or 
either  of  the  said  terms,  deed,  lease  or  instrument]  which  I 
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now  produce,  bearing  date  the  day  of 

in  the  year  of  for  the  life  or  lives  of 

[or,  in  case  the  said  freehold  be  not  for  life  or  lives,  then 
stating  the  nature  of  his  tenure]  as  the  case  may  be]  at  the 
yearly  rent  of  [specifying  the  whole  yearly 

rent,  or  the  yearly  rent  per  acre,  or  such  yearly  rent  per 
acre,  together  with  the  number  of  acres]  and  that  I  am  in 
the  actual  occupation  thereof  by  presiding  thereon,  or  by 
tilling  or  by  grazing,  or  by  both  tilling  and  grazing  [or  by 
all  or  any  or  either  of  the  said  means,  stating  the  same  co- 
pulatively  or  disjunctively,  as  the  case  may  be]  to  the 
amount  of  at  least  forty  shillings  yearly  value  thereof;  and 
that  the  said  freehold  is  not  let  or  agreed  to  be  let  to  the 
person  or  persons  who  executed  the  said  deed,  lease,  or  in- 
strument [as- the  case  may  be],  or  to  the  heirs  or  assigns  of 
such  person  or  persons,  or  to  any  one  in  trust  for  him, 
her,  or  them,  nor  do  I  intend  to  let  the  same  to  such  person 
or  persons,  or  any  of  them ;  and  that  I  have  not  agreed  to 
let  it  for  the  term  for  which  I  hold  it,  nor  have  I  procured 
it  fraudulently,  or  in  exchange  for  a  freehold  in  any  other 
p^^  county.  '  So  help  me  God.' 

kJfrShoids  And  if  the  freehold,  in  right  of  which  any  person  shall  de- 
pot •""Jjg.  sire  to  qualify  himself  to  .vote,  shall  not  arise  by  virtue  of  a 
i«aM*to  des°r  deed,  lease,  or  instrument,  the  person  desiring  to  register 
^"th  toathme  **  8n*U  describe  the  same  in  the  oath  or  affirmation  so  to  be 
m    e  taken  by  him,  according  to  the  true  state  and  nature  of  his 

tenure,  in  which  case  the  words  in  the  foregoing  oath,  im- 
porting that  the  same  arises  by  virtue  of  a  deed,  lease,  or 
instrument,  shall  be  omitted,  and  such  description  inserted 
in  the  place  thereof. 
No  fe*,  ces^      '7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  public  or  parlia- 
deemed  a       mentary  tax,    county,  church,    or  parish  cess,    on    any 
charge,  &c.  -  townland  or  division  of  any  parish  or  barony,  'shall  be 
deemed  any  charge  payable  out  of  any  freehold  estate; 
within  the  meaning  of  this  act,  or  any  of  the  foregoing 
oaths  or'affirmations. 
2^5°^  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  such  oath  or 

mayor,  jos-     affirmation  as  hereinbefore  mentioned  shall,  when  sworn  or 
oarSer°&^     affirmed  to,  be  signed  by  the  said  mayor  or  other  chief  ma- 
and  delivered  gistrate  or  his  deputy,  or  before  such  two  justices  of  the 
tjderk  oi  the  pea^  or  before  the  recorder  or  deputy  recorder  presiding 
at  such  sessions  as  aforesaid,  and  shall  be  then  and  there 
delivered  by  such  mayor  or  other  chief  magistrate  or  his 
deputy,  or  by  such  justices  of  the  peace,  or  by  the  said  re- 
corder or  deputy  recorder,  to  the  clerk  of  the  peace  of  such 
county  of  a  city  or  county  of  a  town,  to  be  filed  and  kept 
amongst  the  records  of  the  court, 
freeholders         9«  And  De  4t  father  enacted,  That  where  the  freehold, 
take  oath  as     whether  consisting  of  a  rent-charge  or  not,  shall  be  of  the 
lS^'aisket  «lear  yearly  value  of  fifty  pounds,  and  the  freeholder  who 
fi^'weh  may' shall  be  seised  of  the  same  shall  take  and  subscribe  the 
atoeSons^c.  oath  or  affirmation  (as  the  case  may  be)  respectively  re- 
and  shall  be  as  quired  as  aforesaid  to  be  by  him  taken  for  registering  a 
ten   X l  »es.  freehold  (whether  rent-charge  or  not)  as  of  the  value  of 
«ons.  fifty  pounds,  in  any  of  the  courts  of  king's  bench,  common 
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pleas,  or  exchequer,  in  the  city  of  Dnblin,  or  at  any  assizes, 
and  the  same  shall  be  subscribed  by  one  of  the  judges  of 
such  courts,  or  the  judge  of  assize,  such  oath  or  affirmation 
so  subscribed  may  be  produced  at  any  sessions  of  the  peace 
as  aforesaid,  held  in  the  county  of  the  city  or  county  of 
the  town  where  such  freehold  lies/and  when  read  aloud 
there  in  open  court,  shall  be  signed  by  the  mayor  or  other 
chief  magistrate,  or  his  deputy,  or  by  the  justices  of  the 
peace,  or  by  the  recorder  or  deputy  recorder  presiding 
there,  and  shall  then  be  delivered  by  the  court  to  the  act- 
ing clerk  of  the  peace,  to  be  filed  and  kept  amongst  the 
records  of  such  county  of  a  city  or  county  of  a  town ;  and 
every  such  oath  or  affirmation  so  taken  shall  be  of  equal  ef- 
fect for  registering  such  freehold,  within  the  meaning  of  this 
act,  as  if  it  had  been  made  at  the  sessions  of  the  peace  as 
aforesaid. 

10.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  if  any  person  seised  of  a  Freeholder*  ' 
freehold,  whether  consisting  of  a  rent-charge  or  not,  shall  Sk^^arm? 
be  in  actual  service,  either  in  the  army  or  militia,  out  of  the  or  militia  may 
county  of  a  city  or  county  of  a  town  where  such  freehold  {£fy  arVqua?- 
lies,  and  shall  take  and  subscribe  the  oath  or  affirmation  teved. 
required  by  this  act  to  be  bythim  taken  for  registering  such 
freehold,  at  any  sessions  of  the  peace  or  adjournment 

thereof  held  in  the  county,  town,  or  city  in  which  he  shall 
be  quartered  or  stationed,  stating  therein  the  regiment,  bat- 
talion, troop,  or  company  (as  the  case  may  be)  to  which  he 
belongs,  such  affidavit  shall  be  subscribed  by  the  mayor  or 
other  chief  magistrate  or  his  deputy,  or  by  the  justices  of 
the  peace,  or  by  the  recorder  or  deputy  recorder  presiding 
thereat,  and  countersigned  by  the  clerk  of  the  peace  for 
such  county,  town,  or  city,  who  shall  certify  that  the  corps 
in  which  he  serves  is  quartered  or  stationed  therein ;  and 
such  oath  or  affirmation  so  subscribed  and  countersigned 
may  be  produced  at  any  sessions  of  the  peace  or  adjourn- 
ment thereof,  or  at  any  adjournment  of  an  adjournment, 
held  in  the  county  of  the  city  or  county  of  the  town  in 
which  such  freehold  lies,  and  when  read  aloud  therein  in 
open  court,  shall  be  signed  by  the  mayor  or  other  chief 
magistrate  or  his  deputy,  or  by  the  justices  of  the  peace, 
or  by  the  recorder  or  deputy  recorder  presiding  there,  and 
shall  be  delivered  to  the  acting  clerk  of  the  peace,  to  be 
tiled  and  kept  amongst  the  records  of  the  county ;  and 
every  such '  oath  or  affirmation  so  taken  shall  be  of  equal 
effect  for  registering  such  freehold,  as  if  it  had  been  made 
at  the  sessions  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  the  city  or 
county  of  the  town  in  which  such  freehold  is  situated. 

11.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted,  That  the  mayor  Freeholds  not 
and  other  chief  magistrate  or  his  deputy,  or  the  justices  of  to  be  register- 
the  peace,  recorder  or  deputy  recorder  presiding  at  such  S^lSiS  „*£ 
sessions,  shall  not  allow  anyjperson  to  register  his  freehold  der  which  they 
by  virtue  of  any  written  instrument,  unless  the  same  be  J™«  be  stamp- 
stamped  according  to  law ;  and  the  clerk  of  the  peace 

shall  state  in  every  certificate  to  be  provided  by  him,  as 
aforesaid,  of  the  registry  of  a  freehold  registered  by  virtue 
of  a  written  instrument,  as  of  the  value  of  forty  shillings 
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only,  that  the  same  wan  registered  by  virtue  of  a  written 

instrument  stamped  according  to  law. 
Certi6cate -of  12.  A nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  clerk  of  the 
givXTto free-  P*&C6  for  the  connty  of  a  city  or  county  of  a  town  shall 
h°hkJT'th°r  8*ve>  iuunedifttety  on  the  registry  of  any  freehold  as  afore- 
cierkof  the  8aid>  to  every  person  registering  the  same,  if  he  shall  de- 
peace  shall  be  mand  it,  a  form  of  certificate,  wherein  it  shall  be  certified 
pa»  3d.         that  guch  ^^^  ^&tn  ^^y  register  such  freehold,  and 

wherein  shall  be  recited  exactly  the  oath  or  affirmation 
made  or  taken  by  such  person,  and  such  certificate  shall, 
if  required  by  the  person  registering  such  freehold,  be 
signed  by  the  mayor  or  other  chief  magistrate  or  his  de- 
puty, or  by  the  justices  of  the  peace,  or  the  recorder  or 
deputy  recorder  presiding  at  such  sessions  as  aforesaid ; 
and  such  certificate  of  registry  so  signed  as  aforesaid  shall 
be  sufficient  evidence  at  any  election  of  the  registry  of  such 
freehold,  if  such  certificate  shall  be  without  any  erasure 
or  interlineation ;  and  the  clerk  of  the  peace  shall  be  paid 
by  such  freeholder  for  every  such  form  of  certificate  the 
sum  of  three-pence. 
Substance  of  1*.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  acting  clerk  of 
entand  fa  n  *ne  P6**6  at  everJ  sessions  of  the  registry  shall,  within  ten 
ristry  book.r  days  after  each  affidavit  or  affirmation  of  registry  shall  have 
been  Bigned  as  aforesaid,  enter  in  a  book  or  books  the 
substance  of  every  affidavit  or  affirmation,  in  the  form  fol- 
lowing : 
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14.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  every  deed/  lease  or  Deed  or  lease 
instrument  produced  by  any  person  intending  to  register  a  pSjETreS* 
freehold  under  the  value  of  twenty  pounds  as  aforesaid,  tering  free. 

2n 
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hold  to  be  in.  shall  be  indorsed  at  the  time  in  open  court,  by  the  acting 
deTiToftne  clerk  of  Ae  peace,  with  his  name,  and  the  day  of  the 
peace.  month  and  year,  and  the  clerk  of  the  peace  shall  then  and 

there  compare  the  deed,  lease,  or  instrument,  with  the  affi- 
davit of  registry. 
Registry  not  15,  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  registry  of  any 
S  (o>lmiKwuI  freehold  shall  not  be  impeached  on  account  of  any  irregu- 
larity in  hold-  larity  in  the  holding  or  adjourning  of  any  sessions  from 
mg  sessions.    wnejlce  thfc  ge8gi0IiS  at  which  such  freehold  shall  have  been 

registered  shall  have  been  adjourned,  either  directly  or  by 
any  adjournment  or  adjournments,  provided  such  latter 
sessions  shall  have  been  duly  and  regularly  held  in  all  other 
respects. 
Franchises  of      16.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  nothing  in  this  act 
readyregis-    contained  shall  extend  or  be  construed  to  extend  so  as  to 
terednotto be  limit,  abridge,  or  defeat  the  franchise  of  any  person  or 
affected.        persons,  who  before  the  passing  of  this  act  shall  have  duly 
registered  his  or  their  freehold  or  freeholds  under  the  act 
or  acts  in  force  at  the  time  of  such  registry. 
Penalty  on         17,  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  the  mayor  or 
for'negiect'  of  other  chief  magistrate  of  any  county  of  a  city  or  county  of 
duty,  100/.      a  town  shall  neglect  or  wilfully  omit  to  hold  any  such  ses- 
sion by  himself,  or  by  his  sufficient  deputy,  in  manner  and 
form  as  hereinbefore  directed,  upon  being  required  so  to 
do  by  any  freeholder  of  any  county  of  a  city  or  county  of 
a  town  ;  or  if  any  mayor  or  other  chief  magistrate,  or  the 
justices,  recorder,  or  deputy  recorder,   presiding  at  any 
sessions  of  the  peace  to  be  held  for  any  county  of  a  city  or 
county  of  a  town,  shall  omit  or  neglect,  or  wilfully  refuse 
to  register  the  freehold  of  any  person  duly  qualified,  who 
shall  present  himself  for  that  purpose  to  such  mayor  or 
other  chief  magistrate,  justices,  recorder,  or  deputy  re- 
corder, suck  mayor,  or  other  chief  magistrate,  justices,  re- 
Penalty  on     cora<er,  or  deputy  recorder  so.  offending,  shall  forfeit  the 
clerk  of  the     sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  for  each  and  every  such  neg- 

lec¥oVfdutyg" lect  °* dutv  >  and  tnat  ft tne  cler*t  °* tne  p6*06  *°*  **j 

so/.  °  county  of  a  city  or  county  of  a  town,  shall  neglect  or  omit 

to  attend  at  any  such  sessions  of  the  peace  as  aforesaid, 
upon  due  notice  being  given  to  him  of  the  holding  of  the 
same,  by  any  freeholder  of  such  county  of  a  city  or  county 
of  a  town,  or  shall  neglect  or  omit  to  do  all  or  any  of  the 
acts  hereby  required  to  be  done  by  him  for  the  registry  of 
freeholders,  such  clerk  of  the  peace  shall  for  every  such 
offence  forfeit  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds ;  such  penalties  to 
be  recovered  by  information  in  any  of  his  majesty's  courts 
of  record  in  Dublin,  one  moiety  whereof  shall  be  payable 
to  our  Lord  the  king,  and  the  other  moiety  to  him  who  shall 
sue  for  and  recover  the  same. 

Sace  shall6        18«  And  be  4t  farther  enacted,  That  the  clerk  of  the  peace 

make  entries  of  every  county  of  a  city  or  county  of  a  town  shall  enter,  in 

terek?1  alpK  tne  ^orm  herein-before  appointed  for  the  entry  of  freeholds, 

betical  books,  the  substance  of  every  affidavit  of  every  freeholder  who 

shall  have  registered  a  freehold  for  such  county  of  a  city  or 

county  of  a  town,  of  forty  shillings,  or  twenty  pounds,  from 

the  first  day  of  January  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
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sixteen,  and  the  substance  of  every  affidavit  of  every  free- 
holder who  shall  have  registered  a  freehold  of  such  county 
of  a  city  or  county  of  a  town,  of  fifty  pounds :  but  such  en- 
tries shall  be  made  in  alphabetical  order,  according  to  the 
surnames  of  the  persons  who  shall  have  registered  freeholds, 
and  in  separate  books,  having  one  book  for  each  letter  of 
the  alphabet ;  and  each  of  such  books  shall  be  divided  into 
three  parts,  the  first  part  containing  the  forty  shillings  free- 
holds registered  from  the  first  day  of  January  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  the  second  containing  the  entries 
of  twenty  pounds  freeholds  from  the  same  time,  and  the 
third  part  the  entries  of  fifty  pounds  freeholds ;  and  such 
clerk  of  the  peace  shall  affix  before  each  name  a  number,  to 
shew  how  many  have  been  registered  of  each  description  of 
freehold  under  each  letter  of  the  alphabet ;  and  shall  also 
affix  before  each  name  the  number  affixed  thereto  in  the 
original  registry  book  or  books ;  and  the  clerk  of  the  peace 
of  every  county  of  a  city  or  county  of  a  town,  shall  from 
time  to  time  enter  in  the  same  manner  and  form  every  affi- 
davit of  registry  which  shall  hereafter  be  made. 

10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  within  one  calendar  poi""  °[     . 
month  next  after  the  first  day  of  January  one  thousand  eight  printed. 
hundred  and  twenty-four,  every  clerk  of  the  peace  shall 
cause  to  be  printed  in  the  cheapest  manner,  and  by  con- 
tract, not  less  than  fifty  or  more  than  two  hundred  copies  of 
all  entries  in  the  said  registry  books ;  and  that  every  clerk 
of  the  peace  shall,  within  one  calendar  month  after  the  first 
day  of  January  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
four,  and  within  one  calendar  month  after  the  first  day  of 
January  in  every  succeeding  year,  cause  to  be  printed 
not  less  than  fifty  or  more  than  two  hundred  copies  of  all 
entries  in  the  registry  book  of  each  county  of  a  city  or 
county  of  a  town,  of  all  affidavits  or  affirmations  of  persons 
who  have  registered  their  votes  within  the  year  then  last 
past,  ending  on  such  first  day  of  January  respectively ;  and  o J3f*gH<2)b* 
that  the  clerk  of  the  peace  of  every  county  of  a  city  or  eacffjistice, 
county  of  a  town  shall  deliver  in  each  year  one  printed  {£  ejjjh  coPmS 
copy  of  the  registry  books  to  each  justice  of  the  peace  re-  ber. 
siding  in  such  county  of  a  city  or  county  of  a  town,  and  six 
copies  thereof  to  each  member  of  parliament  for  the  time 
being  for  such  city  or  town :  provided  always,  that  the 
clerk  of  the  peace  shall  not  suffer  the  original  registry 
books  to'  be  out  of  his  possession,  but  shall  cause  copies  of 
them  to  be  made  for  the  purpose  of  printing  the  same. 

20,  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  clerk  of  the  cierk  of  the 
peace  of  any  county  of  a  city  or  county  of  a  town,  shall  p?«*  to  fur- 
from  time  to  time,  at  the  request  of  any  freeholder  of  such  entri™PinSre 
county  of  a  city  or  county  of  a  town,  within  ten  days  from  s^^r  Jf0!^ 
suck  request,  deliver  to  such  person  a  true  copy  of  the  re-  a?  the  rateof 
gistry  of  all  freeholders  which  shall  have  been  registered  in  3^  for  every 
such  county  of  a  city  or  county  of  a  town,  as  appearing  on        n»mes. 
the  original  registry  books,  or  a  true  copy  of  the  same  as 
appearing  in  the  alphabetical  books  herein-beforejmentioned, 
or  the  registry  of  any  freeholds,  as  appearing  in  any  or 
either  of  the  said  books,  within  any  period  to  be  stated  by 
tine  freeholder  making  such  request,  the  said  clerk  of  the. 
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peace  receiving  for  the  same  at  the  rate  of  three-pence*  for 

every  one  hundred  persons  names  contained  in  the  said 

Penalty  for    copy;  and  if  any  clerk  of  the  peace  shall  omit  to  furnish  a 

fora£h*cwr»  copy  of  the  registry  of  any  freeholders  as  aforesaid,  within 

100/.  *  the  time  herein-before  limited  for  such  purpose,  on  being 

paid  at  the  rate  herein-before  stated,  such  clerk  of  the  peace 

shall  for  every  such  offence  forfeit  tine  sum  of  one  hundred 

pounds  to  any  person  suing  for  the  same. 

Clete±f  ***?     21#  And  t*  U  fortner  enacted,  That  if  any  clerk  of  the 

keep  booL  or  peace  shall  omit  or  neglect  to  keep  any  of  the  books  hereby 

tetaAoc!  shall  feouircd,  or  to  make  due  entries  therein  in  the  order  and 

forftjt  loo/,    form  required,  or  to  file  any  oath  and  affirmation  delivered 

aodb«  dis-    to  him  to  be  filed,  and  to  preserve  the  same  free  from  erasure, 

neglecting  to  blot,  interlineation,  or  damage,  he  shall  for  every  such  of- 

a^endfi?aoT  *ence  forfeit  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds,  and  be  in- 

**ons*  *  capable  of  serving  as  a  clerk  of  the  peace  for  any  county; 

and  if  he  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  attend  at  any  sessions 

whereat  freeholders  may  be  registered  by  virtue  of  this  act, 

or  shall  omit  to  give  copies  of  the  registry  books  aforesaid, 

or  any  of  them,  or  any  part  thereof,  within  a  reasonable 

time  after  demand,  he  shall  forfeit  for  every  such  offence  the 

sum  of  fifty  pounds  to  any  person  suing  for  the  same. 

SiymeMnt88     22,  And  be  ** furtner  «»acted,  That  it  shall  and  may  be 
for  expence  of  lawful  for  the  grand  jury  of  every  county  of  a  city,  or  county 

DeticS*books"  °*  a  town>  and  ^e7  are  ne*eby  authorized,  empowered,  and 

an<i  providing'  required,  to  present  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  shall  be 

registry  books.  pr0per  for  the  expence  of  printing  the  aforesaid  books  in  the 

manner  and  form  herein-before  directed ;  such  grand  jury 

shall  also  present  the  expences  of  providing  the  registry 

and  alphabetical  books  herein-before  mentioned. 

No  freeholder     23.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  person  shall  be 

registered°lesS  admitted  to  vote  at  any  election  of  a  member]or  members  to 

serve  in  parliament  for  any  county  of  a  city  or  county  of  a 

town,  by  virtue  of  a  freehold,  unless  such  freehold  shall 

£oTor140r°to  nave  heen  registered  in  manner  herein-before  directed;  and 

be  registered  that  no  person  shall  be  admitted  to  vote  at  any  such  elec- 

before  testeof  t*on  by  vh^e  0I"a  freehold  registered  at  the  value  of  twenty 

writ:  pounds  or  forty  shillings,  unless  such  freehold  shall  have 

been  registered  within  eight  years  preceding  the  teste  of 

Freeehoids  of  the  writ  for  holding  such  election ;  and  that  no  person  who 

bef '  JLjJJk*?  shall  have  registered  any  freehold  as  of  the  value  of  fifty 

6  months'     pounds  or  twenty  pounds,  such  freehold  not  arising  out  of 

a  rent-charge,  shall  be  admitted  to  vote  at  any  such  election, 

unless  such  freehold  shall  have  been  registered  six  months 

at  the  least  before  the  teste  of  the  writ  for  holding  such 

person  under  e^ection  J  and  if  such  person  shall  have  let  or  agreed  to  let 

whom  held,  or  the  same  to  the  person  or  persons  from  whom  he  holds  it,  or 

whkffh'eid  *to  *°  tne  ne*rs  or  fc^ig118  °f  8Ucn  Person  or  persons,  or  to  any 
be  registered  one  in  trust  for  him,  her,  or  them,  or  who  has  let  or  agreed 
is  months.  i0  }et  the  same,  or  more  thereof  than  shall  leave  a  residue 
sufficient  to  constitute  such  freehold,  for  the  term  for  which 
he  holds  it,  then  such  person  shall  not  be  permitted  to  vote 
at  any  such  election,  unless  he  shall  have  registered  such 
freehold  twelve  calendar  months  previous  to  the  teste  of 
such  writ ;  and  that  no  person,  having  registered  a  freehold 
arising  out  of  a  rent-charge,  shall  be  admitted  to  vote  at  an 
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such  election,  unless  such  freehold  shall  have  been  registered  Rent-charger 
twelve  months  at  the  least  before  the  teste  of  the  writ  for  few*  fiShoST 
holding  such  election ;  and  no  person,  having  registered  a  "ffistered  12 
freehold  as  of  the  value  of  forty  shillings,  shall  be  admitted  m       * 
to  vote  at  any  such  election  by  virtue  of  any  freehold  which 
shall  be  let  or  demised  to  the  person  or  persons  from  whom 
he  holds  or  derives  the  same,  or  to  any  person  in  trust  for 
him  or  them,  or  to  his  or  their  heirs  or  assigns,  or  which  *v.  freeholder 
shall  be  let  or  demised  to  any  person  or  persons  for  the  same  j£tted  to*^ 
term  for  which  he  holds  the  same ;  and  that  no  person,  »f  freehold 
having  registered  a  freehold  as  of  the  value  of  forty  shillings,  „*,£  ^SSS 
shall  be  admitted  to  vote  at  any  such  election,  unless  such  derived ; 
freehold  shall  have  been  registered  twelve  calendar  months  fetfo/ter^or 
at  the  least  before  the  teste  of  the  writ  for  holding  such  "t"ch  held : 
election,  except  such  freehold  shall  have  come  to  him  by  moSSlfWgL 
deseent,  devise,  marriage,  or  marriage-settlement ;  and  in  Jered ; .unless 
case  such  freehold  shall  have  come  to  him  by  descent,  de-  descent.  &c. 
vise,  marriage,  or  marriage-settlement,  then  such  person  if  freehold 
shall  not  be  permitted  to  vote  by  virtue  thereof,  unless  the  desceSTto  K 
same  shall  have  been  registered  six  calendar  months  pre-  6.  months  re- 
vious  to  the  teste  of  such  writ.  guJtered 

24.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  person  shall  be  None  to  vote  , 
admitted  to  vote  at  any  election  of  any  member  ot  members  {-^oldf  of 
to  serve  in  parliament  for  any  county  of  a  city  or  county  of  granted  frau- 
a  town,  by  virtue  of  any  freehold  granted  fraudulently,  or  JSJ^SS"?1 
in  exchange  for  a  freehold  in  any  other  county,  or  in  con-  of  increase  of 
sideration  of  any  increase  of  rent  out  of  any  other  lands  in  rent* 

the  same  or  in  any  other  county,  held  by  such  person  from 
the  grantor,  though  such  consideration  be  not  expressed  in 
the  deed  or  grant. 

25.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  person  shall  be  None  to  vote 
admitted  to  vote  at  any  election  of  a  member  or  members  to  JJgJ*81***1* 
serve  in  parliament,  who  is  under  the  age  of  twenty-one 

years. 

26.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  if  any  person  or  persons  Grant  fra^u- 
shall  fraudulentlyand  knowingly  grant  any  interest  import-  fj^oid.  to  be 
ing  to  be  a  freehold,  which  really  is  not  so,  with  intent  to  valid  against 
enable  any  person  to  vote  as  a  freeholder  at  any  election  0f  grantee' 

a  citizen  or  citizens,  by  any  county  of  a  city  or  county  of  a 
town,  such  grant  shall  be  good  and  valid  against  the  grantor 
thereof,  for  every  purpose  but  enabling  the  grantee  to  vote. 

27.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  such  grantor  shall  JgSJJ  SU. 
be  possessed  only  of  a  term  of  years  therein,  and  shall  de-  mg  grants  as 
mise  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  for  a  life  or  lives,  with  S2??^i *£ 
intent  to  induce  the  lessee  therein  to  register  Buch  as  a  free-  register  them 
hold  for  any  county  of  a  city  or  county  of  a  town,  or  to  vote .Svfagoniy  » 
as  a  freeholder  thereout,  he  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  one  hun-'  term. of  years 
dred  pounds  to  any  person  who  shall  sue  for  the  same,  by tbereU1' 
action,  bill,  plaint,  or  information,  hi  any  court  of  law. 

28.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  from  and  after  the  SlSTSSSl- 
passing  of  this  act,  all  estates,  grants,  and  conveyances  lenUytoquajV 
whatsoever,  made  to  any  persontar  persons  in  any  fraudulent  {*  deemed 
ot  collusive  manner,  on  purpose  or  with  intent  to  qualify  valid  against 
bim  or  them  to  give  his  or  their  vote  or  votes  at  any  election  who  grant S 
or  elections,  citizens-  for  counties  of  cities,  burgesses  for  them. 

2  n2 
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counties  of  towns,  subject  to  conditions  or  agreements  to 
defeat  or  determine  such  estates,  grants,  and  conveyances, 
shall  be  deemed  and  taken  against  the  person  or  persons 
who  granted  such  estate  as  free  and  absolute,  and  be  holden 
and  enjoyed  by  all  and  every  person  and  persons  to  whom 
such  conveyance  or  grant  shall  be  made  as  aforesaid,  Creed 
and  absolutely  acquitted,  exonerated,  and  discharged  of 
and  from  all  manner  of  trusts,  conditions,  clauses,  of  re- 
entry, powers  of  revocation,  provisoes  of  redemption,  or 
other  defeasances  whatsoever,  between  or  with  the  said 
parties,  or  any  other  person  or  persons  in  trust  for  them ; 
All  covenants  and  that  all  bonds,  covenants,  collateral  or  other  securities, 
tionrshanPbe  contracts,  or  agreements  between  or  with  the  said  parries, 
void.  or  any  other  person  or  persons  in  trust  for  them,  or  any  of 

them,  for  the  redeeming  revoking,  or  defeating,  such  estate 
or  estates,  or  for  the  restoring  or  re-conveying  thereof,  or 
any  part  thereof,  to  any  person  or  persons,  in  trust  for  them, 
or  any  of  them,  shall  be  null  and  void  to  all  intents  and 
Persons  who  purposes  whatsoever ;  and  that  every  person  who  shall  make 
pra"iM*  co£  and  execute  such  conveyance  or  conveyances  as  aforesaid, 
veyances,  or  or,  being  privy  to  such  purpose,  shall  devise  or  prepare  the 
der°sucii!  for-  »ame,  and  every  person  who,  by  colour  thereof,  shall  give 
feit  low.        any  vote  at  any  election  for  any  such  member  to  serve  in 
parliament,  shall  for  every  such  grant  and  conveyance  so 
made,  or  vote  so  created  or  given,  forfeit  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  pounds  sterling  to  any  person  who  shall  sue  for  the 
same,  to  be  recovered  by  information  in  any  of  his  majesty's 
courts. 
No  trustee  or     29.  A  nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  person  shall  be 
SXJ^JJSsg  £  admitted  to  vote  at  any  election  by  reason  of  any  trust  estate 
possession  1$  or  mortgage,  unless  such  trustee  or  mortgagee  shall  have 
t™entevteeofre  bcen  *n  tne  actual  possession  or  receipt  of  the  profits 
writ  ^hereof,  for  his  own  use,  twelve  calendar  months  before  the 

ma^SEf      teste  of  the  writ  for  holding  such  election,  and  the  inert* 
ciergymen     gagor  or  cestuique  trust  in  possession  (or  both,  as  the  case 

not  obliged  to  mA„  k~\  «.«.-  -~*«  A»»  ~f  »„~u  _a+a4A    „«*~rUk-^-,i:_ -u 


re^stereSie- may  De)  mav  vote  out  °f  8Ucn  estate>  notwithstanding  m 
siasticai  free-  mortgage  or  trust :  provided  always,  That  no  rector,  vicar, 
None  pre-      or  curate,  shall  be  obliged  to  register  his  freehold  arising 
eluded  who     from  his  rectory,  vicarage,"  curacy,  or  other  ecclesiastical 
of  Va  partjtf  preferment,  or  be  precluded  from  voting  at  any  election  on 
they  retain  as  account  of  histnot  having  registered  the  same :  provided  al- 
mucu  as  swom  way8y  That  no  person  shall  be  precluded  from  voting  by  vir- 
tue of  any  freehold,  on  account  of  having  sold,  aliened,  or 
disposed  of  any  part  of  the  freehold  he  shall  have  registered 
•  between  the  date  of  such  registry  and  the  day  he  shall  offer 
his  vote,  if  he  shall  have  retained  thereof  to  the  annual 
value  sworn  in  such  registry. 
Town  clerk,       SO.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  town  clerk  or 
per°offir  pr°f  ot^er  ott*cer  ot*  eacn  county  of  a  city  or  county  of  a  town  in 
ciiy  orCtown,  Ireland,  who  shall  have  charge  of  the  books  whereby  it  shall 
tiTkbookr^^  appear  to  what  persons  the  freedoms  of  such  city  or  town 
persons  to      shall  be  granted,  and  by  which  it  shall  appear  what  per- 
dom^haiTbe  son8  navA  *>eeD  declared  entitled  to  their  freedom  as  of 
granted ;        right,  shall  keep  a  book  containing  a  list  of  the  names  of 
the  persons  elected  or  admitted  freemen,  and  of  the  persons 
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to  whom  all  free4oms  shall  be  granted,  and  of  the  persons 
who  shall  be  declared  entitled  to  their  freedom  as  of  right ; 
and  such  town  clerk  or  other  officer  shall,  at  the  request  of  and  *"?  liat» 
any  freeman  of  the  said  city  or  town,  within  ten  days  from  when^quir- 
the  time  of  making  such  request,  deliver  to  such  person  a  f&»  on  receiv- 
list  of  the  names  of  the  persons  elected  or  admitted  freemen,  Sgi  for""* 
and  of  the  persons  to  whom  such  freedoms  shall  be  so  ever?  10° 
granted,  and  of  the  persons  who  shall  be  so  declared  enti-  n*me9, 
tied  to  their  freedom  as  of  right,  within  such  time  as  shall 
be  specified  by  such  person,  such  town  clerk  or  other  officer 
receiving  for  the  same  at  the  rate  of  three-pence  for  every 
hundred  persons  names  contained  in  such  list;  and  if  any  Penalty  for 
town  clerk  or  other  officer  as  aforesaid  shall  omit  to  keep  a  neglect'10<v- 
book  containing  the  entry  of  such  names,  or  shall  omit  to 
furnish  a  list  of  the  names  of  such  persons  within  the  time 
appointed  for  furnishing  the  same  as  aforesaid,  after  re- 
quest made  as  aforesaid,  such  town  clerk  or  other  officer 
shall  for  every  such  offence  forfeit  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
pounds  to  any  person  suing  for  the  same. 

31.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  mayor,  bailiff,  Officers  of 
town  clerk,  or  other  officer  of  any  corporation  having  a  S^mlSan-" 
right  to  return  members  to  parliament,  shall  upon  the  de-  didates,  &c ' 
mand  of  any  candidate,  agent,  or  freeman  of  such  corpora-  {*  Swooned, 
tion,  on  payment  of  two  shillings  and  sixpence,  permit  such  to  inspect 
freemen,  between  thte  hours  of  twelve  at  noon  and  three  in  nienttfsrfS" 
the  afternoon,  at  any  time  to  inspect  the  books  and  papers  and  give  co-. 
wherein  the  admission  of  freemen  shall  be  entered,  and  to  f^^&ffor 
have  copies  or  minutes  of  the  admission  of  so  many  freemen  each  adm'is- 
as  such  candidate,  agent,  or  freeman  shall  think  fit,  upon  Si0n' 
payment  to  such  mayor  or  other  officer  of  two  shillings  and 
sixpence  for  every  such  admission ;   and  such  books  and 
papers  shall,  if  demanded  by  such  candidate  or  his  agent  or 
freeman,  be  produced  by  such  mayor  or  other  officer  ;    and 
if  such  mayor  or  other  officer  shall  refuse  or  deny  such  can-  Penalty  for 
didate,  agent,  or  freeman  the  inspection  of  such  books  and  retusal- ltKV- 
papers  at  any  election,  if  demanded  and  paid  for  in  the 
manner  herein-before  set  forth,  such  mayor  or  other  officer 
shall  for  every  such  offence  forfeit  the  sum  "of  one  hundred 
pounds  to  him,  her,  or  them  who  shall  sue  for  the  same, 
to  be  recovered  in  manner  herein-after  mentioned. 

32  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  person  shall  be  ad-  Freemen  not 
mitted  to  vote  as  a  freeman  at  any  election  of  a  member  to  J^jjj^699 
serve  in  parliament,  whose  freedom  shall  not  have  come  to  freedom,  or 
him  by  service,  birthright  or  marriage,  unless  he  shall  have  jjjjjjgj^ 
been  elected  or  admitted  to  his  freedom,  or  his  freedom  them.six 
shall  have  been  granted  to  him,  six  calendar  months  at  the  gjjJ™J  Jjfj1"* 
least  before  the  teste  of  the  writ  for  holding  such  election. 

33.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  immediately  after  Sheriffs  shall 
the  receipt  of  the  writ  for  making  an  election  for  any  coun-  ^tsfo^eiec- 
ty  of  a  city  or  county  of  a  town,  the  sheriffs  or  other  re-  tions  the  time 
turning  officers  of  such  county  of  a  city  or  county  of  a  town  ftereofTand 
shall  and  they  are  hereby  required  to  indorse  thereon  the  make  pVocia- 
date  of  receiving  the  same ;  and  that  such  sheriffs  or  other  £?23ice«ff* 
returning  officers  shall,  within  two  days  after  the  receipt  of  the  court 
such  writ,  cause  proclamation  of  the  time  and  place  of house' 
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Whenever 
more  than 
800  freehold- 
ers are  regis- 
tered in  any 
county  ot  a 
city  or  county 
of  a  town,  ad- 
ditional places 
of  polling 
shall  be  pro- 
vided, &c. 


Deputies  and 
poll  clerks  to 
be  appointed. 


When  free- 
men shall  ex- 
ceed 1,000, 
two  places  of 
polling  to  be 
provided  for 
them. 


Poll  shall  be- 
gin oh  the  day 
when  demand- 


holding  such  election  to  be  made,  at  the  usual  place  of  hold- 
ing such  elections,  between  the  hours  of  ten  of  the  clock  in 
the  forenoon  and  two  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon ;  and 
that  the  said  sheriffs  or  other  returning  officers  on  the  same 
day  shall  cause  to  be  affixed  on  the  doors  of  the  court  house 
of  such  county  of  a  city  or  county  of  a  town,  public  notice 
of  a  special  county  court  to  be  there  holden  for  the  purpose 
of  such  election  only,  and  which  shall  be  holden  on  the 
same  day  (Sunday,  Christmas  Day,  and  Good  Friday  ex- 
cepted,) nor  later  from  the  day  of  making  such  proclama- 
tion and  affixing  such  notice  than  eight  days,  nor  sooner 
than  four  days. 

34.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  whenever  in  any 
county  of  a  city  or  county  of  a  town  the  number  of  free- 
holders appearing  by  the  books  of  the  clerk  of  the  peace 
capable  of  voting  at  any  election  for  the  same  shall  exceed 
eight  hundred  freeholders,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
the  returning  officers  and  they  are  hereby  required  to  pro- 
vide two  or  more  places  for  the  polling  the  freeholders  of 
such  county  of  a  city  or  county  of  a  town,  and  to  make  such 
division  or  divisions  of  the  freeholders  of  such  county  of  a 
city  or  county  of  atown,  according  to  the  first  letters  of  their 
names,  that  it  shall  not  be  necessary  for  more  than  eight 
hundred  freeholders  to  poll  in  anyone  place  of  polling,  but 
so  as  not  to  divide  the  names  beginning  with  the  same  let- 
ter of  the  alphabet ;  and  such  returning  officers  shall  and 
they  are  hereby  required  to  appoint  as  many  deputies  and 
poll  clerks  as  shall  be  necessary  to  take  the  poll  in*  such 
places  of  polling,  not  exceeding  one  deputy  and  one  poll 
clerk  for  each  place  of  polling ;  provided:,  however,  that  no 
greater  number  of  polling  places  shall  be  provided  by  such 
returning  officers,  than  one  for  every  eight  hundred  free- 
holders, appearing  by  the  books  of  the  clerk  of  the  peace  to 
be  capable  of  voting  at  such  election. 

35.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  whenever,  in  any 
county  of  a  city  or  county  of  a  town,  the  number  of  freemen 
appearing  by  the  grand  panel  or  roll  of  freemen  of  such 
county  of  a  city  or  county  of  a  town,  capable  of  voting  at 
any  election  for  the  same,  shall  exceed  one  thousand,  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  sheriffs  or  other  returning 
officers,  and  such  returning  officers  are  hereby  required,  to 
provide  two  places  for  the  polling  of  the  freemen  of  such 
county  of  a  city  or  county  of  a  town ;  and  that  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  the  returning  officers,  and  they  are  hereby 
required  to  appoint  as  many  deputies  and  poll  clerks  as 
shall  be  necessary  to  take  the  poll  in  such  places  of  polling, 
not  exceeding  one  deputy  and  one  poll  clerk  for  each  place 
of  polling ;  the  respective  places  of  polling  of  freemen  to  be 
separate  and  distinct  from  the  places  appointed  for  the 
polling  of  freeholders  ;  provided,  however,  that  no  greater 
number  of  polling  places  than  two  shall  be  provided  by  such 
returning  officers  for  such  county  of  a  city  or  county  of  a 
town. 

36.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  every  poll  which  shall  be 
demanded  at  any  election  of  a  member  or  members  to 
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serve  in  parliament  for  any  county  of  a  city  or  county  of  a  ed  or  the  day 
town  in  Ireland,  shall  commence  on  the  day  upon  which  ti2Se  S5fi#°n" 
the  same  shall  be  demanded,  or  upon  the  next  day  after  at  awl  conclude 
farthest  (unless  such  day  shall  happen  to  be  a  Sunday,  the3&to°!uyn 
Christmas  Day,  or  Good  Friday,  and  in  such"  case  on  the  (Sundays, 
day  next  after,)  and  shall  be  duly  and  regularly  proceeded  diy^ST 
in  from  day  to  day,  for  so  many  hours  of  each  polling  day  GocJd  Friday 
as  the  returning  officer  or  officers  is  or  are  by  this  act  di-  exceptod •> 
rected  to  keep  the  poll  open  (Sundays,  Christmas  Day,  and 
Good  Friday  always  and  only  excepted.)  until  the  same  be 
finished,  but  so  that  no  poll  for  the  election  of  a  member  or 
members  to  serve  in  parliament  for  any  county  of  a  city  or 
county  of  a  town  in  Ireland  shall  continue  more  than  fifteen 
days  at  the  most  (Sundays,  Christmas  Day,  and  Good 
Friday  always  excepted ;)  and  if  such  poll  shall  continue  Return  shall 
until  the  fifteenth  day,  then  the  same  shall  be  finally  closed  fciXh'day 
at  or  before  the  hour  of  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of 
the  same  day ;  and  the  returning  officer  or  officers  at  every 
such  election  shall,  immediately  after  the  final  close  of  the 
poll,  truly,  fairly,  and  publicly  declare  the  name  or  names 
of  the  person  or  persons  who  hath  or  have  the  majority  of 
votes  on  such  poll,  and  shall  forthwith  make  a  return  of 
such  person  or  persons. 

37.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  returning  Returning 
officer  shall,  before  the  commencement  of  polling,  take  and  ?®Cfoiiow^g 
subscribe  in  open  court  the  oath  following,  which  every  Oath : 
justice  of  the  peace  is  hereby  required  and  authorized  to 
administer : 

*  I,  A,  B.  do  swear,  That  I  will  honestly,  impartially,  and  Oatb. 
without  favour  to  any  candidate,  take  the  poll  at  this  elec- 
tion ;  and  that  I  have  not  directly  or  indirectly  received, 
nor  will  I  hereafter  directly  or  indirectly  receive  any  money, 
gift,  reward,  promise,  contract  or  security  for  money  or 
other  reward,  for  or  in  respect  of  the  conduct  which  I  shall 
observe  during  the  ensuing  poll,  or  the  return  which  I  shall 
make  at  the  close  thereof,  except  the  expences  of  erecting 
booths,  hiring  buildings,  keeping  them  in  repair,  and  the 
payment  of  clerks  and  deputies,  and  counsel  for  my  assis- 
tance ;  and  that  I  will  return  such  person  or  persons  as 
shall  appear  to  the  best  of  my  judgment,  at  the  close  of  the 
poll,  to  have  the  majority  of  legal  votes/ 

And  that  every  deputy  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  £??"£<* **<{ 
shall  before  he  proceeds  to  take  the  poll,  take  and  sub-  fJVing  oath: 
scribe,  in  open  court,  the  oath  following,  in  the  presence  of 
the  returning  officer  or  officers,  who  is  and  are  hereby  re* 
quired  and  empowered  to  administer  the  same  : 

*  I,  A .  B.  do  swear,  That  I  will  honestly,  impartially ,-and  oath. 
without  favour  to  any  candidate,  take  the  poll  at  this  elec- 
tion ;   and  that  I  have  not  directly  or  indirectly  received, 
nor  will  I  hereafter  directly  or  indirectly  receive,  any 
money,  gift,  reward,  promise,  contract,  or  security  for  money 

or  other  reward,  for  or  in  respect  of  the  conduct  I  shall  ob- 
serve during  the  ensuing  poll ;  and  that  I  will  make  a  fair 
and  true  return  of  all  such  persons  as  shall  tender  their 
votes  before  me,  to  be  by  me  taken  to  the  returning  officer 
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» 

or  officers  by  whom  I  am  appointed,  whenever  and  as  often 
as  I  shall  be  thereunto  required  by  him  or  them.' 

And  a  memorandum  of  every  of  the  said  oaths  being  taken 
shall  be  entered  on  the  poll  book. 
Oath  of  clerk       38.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  person  whom 
^freeholders;  anT  returning  officer  at  any  election  for  a  member  to  serve  in 
'  parliament  for  any  county  of  a  city  or  county  of  a  town 
shall  employ  to  act  as  clerk  for  taking  the  poll  of  freehold- 
ers shall,  before  his  beginning  to  take  such  poll,  take  an 
oath  in  the  form  following: 

'  I,  A.  B,  do  swear,  That  I  will  at  this  election  of  a  mem- 
ber for  members,  as  the  case  may  be]  to  serve  in  parliament 
for  the  county  of  the  city  or  the  county  of  the  town  [as  the 
case  may  be,]  of  truly  and  indifferently 

take  the  poll,  and  set  down  the  number  opposite  to  the 
name  of  each  freeholder,  in  the  registry  book,  his  name  and 
the  place  of  his  abode,  and  the  situation  and  the  value  of 
his  freehold,  and  for  whom  he  shall  poll/ 
His  duty.  Which  oath  every  returning  officer  is  hereby  authorized 

and  empowered  to  administer ;  and  every  such  clerk  of  the 
peace  shall  enter  in  a  book,  to  be  provided  for  that  purpose, 
the  number  which  shall  appear  in  the  alphabetical  registry 
book  opposite  to  the  name  of  each  freeholder  who  shall  ten- 
der his  vote,  or  offer  to  poll  at  such  election,  in  the  booth  to 
which  such  clerk  shall  be  appointed,'  the  name  of  such  free- 
holder, and  the  place  of  his  abode,  the  situation  and  value 
of  his  freehold,  and  for  whom  he  shall  vote. 
Oath  of  clerk      89.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That 'every  person  whom 
taking  poll  of  any  returning  officer,  at  any  election  for  a  member  to  serve 
reemen;        in  ^parliament  for  any  county  of  a  city  or  county  of  a  town, 
shall  employ  to  act  as  a  clerk  for  taking  the  poll  of  freemen, 
shall,  before  his  beginning  to  take  such  poll,  take  an  oath 
in  the  form  following : 

*  I,  A.  B.  do  swear,  That  I  will  at  this  election  of  a  member 
or  members  [as  the  case  may  be]  to  serve  in  parliament  for 
the  county  of  the  city  or  county  of  the  town  [as  the  case 
may  be,]  of  truly  and  indifferently 

take  the  poll,  and  set  down  the  name  and  the  place  of 
abode  of  each  freeman;  and  for  whom  he  shall  poll.' 
His  duty.       '  Which  oath  every  returning  officer  is  hereby  authorized 
and  required  to  administer ;  and  every  such  clerk  shall  en- 
ter in  a  book  to  be  provided  for  that  purpose,  the  name  and 
the  place  of  abode  of  each  freeman  who  shall  tender  his 
vote,  or  offer  to  poll  at  such  election,  in  the  booth  for  which 
,  such  clerk  shall  be  appointed,  the  place  of  abode  of  such 
freeman,  and  for  whom  he  shall  vote. 
Sheriff  shall        40.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  and  may  be 
booth i  separate  lawful  to  and  for  the  sheriff  and  other  returning  officers,  at 
Jrorn  pofftag    any  election  for  a  [member  to  serve  in  parliament  for  any 
cide  disputed  county  of  a  city  or  county  of  a  town,  and  they  are  hereby 
questions.       required  to  erect  a  booth  or  hire  a  building,  unless  there 
shall  already  be  some  fit  and  convenient  place  for  the  pur- 
pose, wherein  they  may  and  shall  decide  ail  the  disputed 
questions,  and  all  the  objections  to  votes  that  may  be 
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referred  to  them,  and  which  booth  or  building,  or  other 
place,  shall  be  separate,  from  and  exclusive  of  the  number 
of  booths  or  buildings,  or  other  places  necessary  for  the 
polling  of  the  electors ;  and  such  returning  officers,  or  one 
of  them,  is  and  are  hereby  required  to  give  his  or  their 
constant  attendance  in  such  separate  booth,  building,  or 
other  place,  in  which  the  polling  shall  continue  each  day. 

41.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  respective  depu-  Deputy  she- 
ties  to  be  appointed  by  the  sheriffs   or  other  returning  kSSi^ffiS* 
officers,  in  manner  herein  mentioned,  shall  appoint  in  each  of  polling  one 
place  of  polling  such  one  person  for  each  candidate  as  j^^to?  ^d 
shall  be  nominated  to  him  by  such  candidate,  to  be  an  agent,  and 
inspector  of  the  clerk  appointed  for  taking  the  poll,  and  SSfg,10  ** 
the  agent  of  such  candidate  in  such  place  of  polling ;  and  checking  the 
shall  also  appoint  such  one  other  person  for  each  candidate  J^cCandif°r 
as  shall  be  nominated  by  such  candidate,  to  be  a  clerk  for  date. 
keeping  a  cheque  book  of  the  poll  book  in  such  place  of 
polling. 

42.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  sheriffs,  or  other  Deputies  may 
returning  officers  of  every  county  of  a  city  or  county  of  a  ^cremoved' 
town,  may  from  time  to  time  during  every  election  remove 

any  deputy  who  shall  be  appointed  in  manner  herein 
directed,  and  appoint  another  in  his  room,  or  may  change 
any  deputy  from  one  booth  or  building  to  another,  as  such 
returning  officers  shall  think  fit:  Provided  always,  that 
every  such  removal  or  new  appointment  of  a  deputy,  or 
change  from  one  booth  or  building  to  another,  shall  be  made 
publicly,  and  proclaimed  in  the  place  where  such  deputy 
shall  take  the  poll,  by  the  returning  officer  or  officers,  or 
some  person  to  be  for  that  purpose  appointed  by  him  or 
them. 

43.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  on  demand  of 
lawful  to  and  for  the  officers  at  any  election  for  a  county  tS5^ufatoffirc 
of  a  city  or  county  of  a  town  in  Ireland,  and  they  are  cere  shall  ap- 
hereby  required,  on  the  demand  in  writing  of  any  candi-  J£J5*Jlter" 
date,  to  appoint  a  sufficient  number  of  competent  persons 

to  act  as  interpreters,  in  order  to  translate  faithfully  such 
oaths,  affirmations,  and  such  questions  and  answers  as  are 
required  to  be  taken,  made,  asked,  or  given,  at  any  such 
election ;  and  that  every  such  interpreter  shall,  immedi- 
ately after  such  appointment  and  before  he  shall  proceed  to 
act  under  such  appointment,  take  the  following  oath ;  and 
every  returning  officer 'is  hereby  required  and  empowered 
to  administer  the  same : 

'  I,  A.  B.  do  swear,  That  I  will  faithfully  interpret  such  Oath. 
oaths,  affirmations,  questions,  and  answers,  as  I  shall  be 
directed  to  interpret  by  the  returning  officer  or  officers,  and 
his  or  their  deputy  or  deputies  [as  the  case  may  be.] 
And  that  every  such  person  so  appointed  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  sum  of  ten  shil- 
lings for  each  day  of  his  attendance. 

44.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  clerk  of  the  c,erj3jJ!f« 
peaece,  at  every  election  of  a  member  to  serve  in  parliament  appoint  a  de- 
for  any  county  of  a  city  or  county  of  a  town  in  Ireland,  {flection51"* 
shall  appoint,  or  in  failure  thereof,  the  sheriffs  or  other  with  registry 
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boojuMjd  ori-  inferior  officers  thereof  shall  appoint  a  deputy  clerk  of  the 
oPraSbT&i?  peace,  who  shall  attend  with  the  original  registry  book  or 
pfaatrtjudiy    books  in  which  the  entries  of  the  registry  of  all  freeholds 

arranged,  flee.  ghaU  be  fifgt  entered  at  the  bootfa  fo  be   provided  for  the 

sheriffs  or  other  returning  officers,  as  hereby  directed,  and 
also  a  deputy  clerk  of  the  peace,  and  also  an  assistant  to 
snch  deputy,  to  be  present  in  each  place  of  polling  of 
freeholders ;  and  snch  deputy  shall  take  with  him  into 
such  place  of  polling  suck  of  the  alphabetical  registry 
books  belonging  to  the  county  of  a  city  or  county  of  a  town, 
as  shall  contain  the  names  of  the  freeholders  to  be  polled 
|n  such  place  of  polling,  and  the  original  affidavits  or 
affirmations  which  shall  have  been  made  by  the  persons 
capable  of  voting  in  such  place  of  polling  respectively ; 
which  affidavits  or  affirmations  the  clerk  of  the  peace  is 
hereby  required  to  have  arranged  alphabetically  in  sepa- 
rate parcels  (one  or  more  for  each  letter  of  the  alphabet), 
and  indorsed  with  the  names  of  the  persons  by  whom  the 
same  were  respectively  made,  and  also  with  the  number 
of  the  entry  of  each  affidavit  or  affirmation  in  the  original 
registry  book  or  books ;  and  that  in  those  cases  wherein  a 
certificate  of  registry  shall  not  be  produced  by  the  person, 
tendering  bis  vote  or  offering  to  poll,  such  deputy  shall,  on 
the  demand  of  the  returning  officer's  deputy,  produce  the 
original  affidavit  or  affirmation   of  the    registry  of  such 
Such  deputy    person ;  and  that  such  deputy  clerk  of  the  peace  shall  be 
tor^JJ^^f' entitled  to  receive  the  sum  often  shillings  and  no  more, 
f3s  assistant    for  each  day  of  his  attendance,  any  act  to  the  contrary  not- 
Penalty  for     withstanding ;  and  such  assistant  to  such  deputy  shall  be 
altering  or      entitled  to  receive  the  sum  of  five  shillings  for  each  day  of 
davito"!^    nis  attendance  »  and  lb**  if  such  deputy  or  such  assistant 
to  such  deputy  shall  alter,  deface,  destroy,  or  lose  any 
affidavit  or  affirmation  of  registry  committed  to  his  care,  he 
shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  for  every  such  offence, 
to  any  person  suing  for  the  same,  by  action  of  debt,  at  any 
general  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace. 
Deputy  town      45«  A$d  be  it  further  enacted,  That  at  every  election  of 
tenJsherifts    a  memDeir  *°  *e**e  in  parliament  for  any  county  of  a  city  or 
with  books3    county  of  a  town  in  Ireland,  the  town  clerk  or  other  officer 
entrhBo?      having  charge  of  the  books  relating  to  the  granting  or 
grants  of  ad- ,  electing  of  or  admissions  to  freedoms  for  such  county  of  a 

freedoms*0     °**y  or  county  °f  a  town  8DaH  appoint,  or  in  failure  thereof 
the  sheriffs  or  other   returning  officers  shall   appoint  a 
deputy  town  clerk  or  other  such  officer  as  shall  have  charge 
of  such  books,  and  such  deputy  so  appointed  shall  attend 
in  the  place  appointed  for  the  attendance  of  such  sheriffs 
or  other  returning  officers,  and  shall  take  such  books  with 
him  thereto ;  and  in  case  the  sheriffs  or  other  returning 
officer  shall  deem  it  expedient  to  refer  to  any  of  the  entries 
contained  in  such  books,  such  deputy  town  clerk  or  other 
officer  shall  produce  the  same  to  such  sheriff  or  other  return- 
Allowance      ing  officer ;  and  such  deputy  town  clerk  or  other  returning 
anrceai£n  p-     officer  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  sum  of  ten  shillings, 
day.     '        and  no  more,  for  each  day  of  his  attendance. 
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46.  Ann  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  at  every  election  for  Town  dark 

a  member  to  serve  in  parliament  for  a  county  of  a  city  or  cop-Toffrau* 
county  of  a  town  in  Ireland,  the  town  clerk  or  other  officer  P"gi<*  nl} 
having  charge  of  the  grand  panel  or  roil  of  freemen  of^£^3^or 
such  county  of  a  city  or  county  of  a  town,  shall  provide  a  pl**»  *f     . 
copy  of  such  grand  panel  or  roll  of  freemen  for  each  sEuawoiot 
place  of  polling  freemen  at  such  election;  and  shall  ap-  dew*?  to  at» 
point,  or  in  failure  thereof,  the  sheriff*  or  other  returning  ** 
officers  of  such  county  of  a  city  or  county  of  a  town  shall 
appoint  a  deputy  town  clerk  or  other  officer,  having  charge 
of  such  grand  panel  or  roll  of  freemen  for  each  place  of 
polling  freemen  at  such  election;  and  such  deputy  so 
appointed  shall  take  with  him  to  such  place  of  polling  a 
copy  of  such,  grand  panel  or  roll  of  freemen,  and  shall 
produce  and  refer  to  the  same,  as  shall  be  directed  by  the 
sheriffs  or  other  returning  officers  or  their  deputy,  presiding 
in  such  place  of  polling ;  and  each  of  such  deputies  shall  Attendant* 
be  entitled  to  receive  the  sum  of  ten  shillings  and  no  more  10s-  P"  <*»?• 
for  each  day  of  his  attendance. 

47.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  at  every  election  of  Oath  of  not 
a  member  or  members  to  serve  in  parliament  for  any  county  {JS^/^j^f 
of  a  city  or  county  of  a  town,  the  returning  officer's  deputy  being  of  age, 
shall,  if  required  by  any  candidate  or  the  inspector  of  any  f^Jfu^d' if 
candidate  m>  to  do,  in  person  administer,  in  the  place  of 
polling  in  which  he  presides,  an  oath,  in  the  following  form, 

to  every  person  separately  who  shall  tender  his  vote,  or 
offer  to  poll  at  such  election,  and  immediately  after  the 
production  of  the  certificate  or  affidavit  of  registry,  .when 
any  such  person  offers  to  vote  by  virtue  of  a  freehold ;'  (that 
is  to  say), 

'  I,  A.  £.  do  swear,  [or  being  a  quaker  or  Moravian,  do  Oath. 
solemnly  affirm],  That  I  will  true  answer  make  to  all  such  . 
questions  as  the  sheriffs  or  other  returning  officer's  deputy 
[as  the  case  may  be],  presiding  in  tins  booth,  shall  demand 
of  sne ;  and  I  do  also  swear,  [or  being  one  of  the  people 
called  quakers  or  Moravians,  do  solemnly  affirm],  That  I 
have  not  polled  before  at  this  election,  and  that  I  am,  as 
I  believe,  twenty-one  years  of  age.     '  So  help  me  God/ 

48.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  at  every  such  elec-  Oath  of  not 
tion  for  a  county  of  a  city  or  county  of  a  town,  the  return-  Sew^ reward 
ing  officer's  deputy  shall,  if  required  by  any  candidate,  or  for  voting;  to . 
the  inspector  of  any  candidate  so  to  do,  also  administer,  in  tered,mif°re- 
the  place  of  polling  in  which  he  presides,  an  oath  in  the  quired. 
following  form,  to  every  person  separately  who  shall  tender 

sis  vote,  or  offer  to  poll  at  such  election,  before  such  person 
shall  be  permitted  to  poll : 

*  I,  A.  B.  do  swear,  [or,  being  of  the  people  called  Oath, 
quakers,  I,  i,  JB.  do  solemnly  affirm],  I  have  not  received 
or  had  myself,  or  any  person  whatsoever  in  trust  for  me,  or 
for  my  use  and  benefit,  or  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  any  of 
my  family  or  kindred,  to  my  knowledge  or  belief,  directly 
or  indirectly,  any  sum  or  sums  of  money,  office,  place  or 
employment,  gift  or  reward,  or  any  promise  or  security  for 
any  money,  office,  or  employment,  in  order  to  give  my  vote 
at  this  election.1 

2o 
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Deputy  to  .  49.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  every  case  in 
t^book.ISi"  which  any  person  shall  tender  his  vote,  or  offer  to  poll  at 
certificate  of  any  election  for  a  member  to  serve  in  parliament  for  a 
SPoooch^e  county  of  a  city  or  a  county  of  a  town,  by  virtue  of  a  free- 
?videncef  and  hold,  the  returning  officer  shall,  in  the  first  place,  refer  to 
Seiwfthe  the  entry  of  the  registry  of  the  affidavit  or  affirmation,  in 
origfeal  affi-  the  alphabetical  book  furnished  by  the  clerk  of  the  peace 
avl  *  in  which  the  same  shall  be  contained,  and  write  down 

1  opposite  to  the  same  the  initial  letter*  of  his  name,  and 

then  he  shall  refer  to  the  certificate  or  affidavit  of  the  re- 
gistry of  the  same ;  and  that  if  any  such  person  shall  pro- 
duce a  certificate  of  the  registry  of  his  freehold  correspond- 
ing with  such  entry  of  the  original  affidavit  or  affirmation, 
without  any  erasure  or  interlineation  therein,  signed  as 
required  by  law,  such  certificate  shall,  without  further 
proof,  be  deemed  of  equal  authenticity  with  the  original 
oath  or  affirmation,  and   conclusive  evidence  that  such 
person  .so  tendering  his  vote,  or  offering  to  poll,  had  regis- 
tered such  freehold,  and  the  returning  officer's  deputy  shall 
write  down  the  initials  of  his  name  upon  the  margin  of 
such  certificate ;  and  that  in  all  cases  wherein  no  such 
certificate  shall  be  produced  by  the  person  tendering  his 
vote,  or  offering  to  poll,  or  wherein  suc|i  certificate,  if  pro- 
duced, shall  appear  to  the  returning  officer's  deputy  not  to 
be  in  manner  and  form  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  the  returning  officer's  deputy,  and  he  is  hereby 
required  to  direct  the  deputy  clerk  of  the  peaoe  to  pro- 
duce the  original  affidavit  or  affirmation  of  the  registry  of 
the  freehold  of  such  person  so  tendering  his  vote,  or  offer- 
ing to  poll. 
When  entry        50.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  whenever  the  entry 
a££2?°i?re-  of  the  affidavit  or  affirmation  shall  appear  in  the  registry 
gut™,  vote  to  book,  and  that  any  such  person  shall  have  produced  such  a 
less! Sthsw-  certificate  of  registry  as  is  herein-before  described,  or  that 
quired  or  ob-  the  original  affidavit  or  registry  shall  have  been  produced 
j  actions  made.  by  ^  deputy  clerk  of  the  peace,  and  that  such  person  so 
tendering  his  vote,  or  offering  to  poll,  shall  have  taken  the 
oaths  aforesaid,  if  required  so  to  do,  such  deputy  shall  then 
ask  such  person  for  whom  he  votes,  and  the  vote  of  such 
person  shall  be  entered  on  the  poll  book  according  to  his 
answer,  unless  such  deputy  shall  be  required  by  any  candi- 
date, or  the  agent  of  any  candidate,  to  put  to  such  person 
the  questions  herein-after  mentioned,  or  unless  an  objec- 
tion be  made  to  such  vote  in  manner  herein  directed  :  Pro- 
vided always,  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the 
returning  officer's  deputy" to  take  the  vote  "of  any  person 
tendering  his  vote,  or  offering   to  poll,  whose  freehold 
appears  on  the  registry  book,  without  referring  to  the  cer- 
tificate or  affidavit  or  affirmation  of  registry,  if  he   be  not 
required  by  any  candidate,  or  any  inspector  of  any  candi- 
date, so  to  do. 
Questions  to       51.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  returning  officer's  deputy 
teraPMdV°"  8nall> if  required  by  any  candidate  or  the  agent  of  any 
freeholders  if  candidate  so  to  dp,  put  the  following  questions,  and  no 
required.        others,  to  any  person  tendering  his  vote,  or  offering  to  poll 
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at  any  election  for  a  member  to  serve  in  parliament  for  a 
-  county  of  a  city  or  county  of  a  town  in  Ireland,  without 
allowing  any  person  to  interrupt  him : 

1.  What  is  your  name? 

2.  Where  do  you  reside  ? 

3.  Do  you  swear  that  you  are  possessed  of  a  freehold  in 
the  county  of  the  city  or  county  of  the  town  of  [naming 
the  county  of  a  city  or  county  of  a  town  for  which  the  elec- 
tion is  held?]  ' 

4.  Where  is  such  freehold  situated  ? 

And  that  the  returning  officer's  deputy  shall  then,  if  re- 
quired by  any  candidate,  or  the  inspector  of  any  candidate 
so  to  do,  refer  to  the  certificate  of  registry,  if  one  be  pro- 
duced by  the  person  tendering  his  vote  or  offering  to  poll, 
or  if  none  be  produced,  to  the  original  affidavit  of  registry, 
and.then  shall  immediately  ask,  if  required  by  any  candi- 
date or  the  inspector  of  any  candidate  so  to  do,  without 
making  or  allowing  any  other  person  to  make  any  com- 
ments or  observations  upon  the  said  certificate  or  affidavit, 
the  following  questions : 

'  5.  Is  the  freehold  described  in  this  certificate  or  affidavit 
of  registry  [as  the  case  may  be]  the  same  freehold  which 
you  now  swear  you  are  possessed  of,'  or  by  virtue  of  which 
you  now  offer  to  vote  ? 

And  that  in  case  it  shall  appear  to  the  returning  officer's 
deputy,  from  the  certificate  or  affidavit  of  registry,  that  any 
person  shall  tender  his  vote  or  offer  to  poll  in  respect  of  a 
freehold  of  the  value  of  forty  shillings  only,  the  said 
deputy  shall  then,  if  required  by  any  candidate  so  to  do, 
put  the  following  questions : 

6.  Do  you  swear  that  you  have  been  in  the  actual  occu- 
pation of  this  freehold,  as  described  in  your  certificate  or 
affidavit  of  registry  [as  the  case  may  be]  by  tilling  it  or  by 
grazing  it  or  by  residing  upon  it  during  the  whole  of  the 
last  twelve  months  ? 

'  7.  Do  you  swear  that  the  freehold  is  now  of  the  clear 
yearly  value  of  forty  shillings,  above  all  charges  payable 
out  of  the  same  ? 

And  when  such  person  so  tendering  his  vote  or  offering  to 
poll  shall  have  answered  the  questions  that  shall  have  been 
demanded  of  him  as  aforesaid,  such  deputy  shall  ask  such 
person  for  whom  .he  votes ;  and  the  vote  of  such  person 
shall  be  entered  in  the  poll  book  according  to  his  answer, 
unless  an  objection  be  made  to  such  vote  in  manner  herein 
directed  :  provided  always,  that  if  it  shall  appear  to  such  . 
deputy,  from  the  answers  which  shall  be  given  by  any  per- 
son to  the  first  four  questions  aforesaid,  that  his  freehold 
arises  from  a  rectory,  vicarage,  or  curacy,  or  other  ecclesi- 
astical preferment,  the  said  deputy  shall  not  proceed  to  put 
to  such  person  the  other  questions  herein-before  mentioned ; 
but  when  such  person  shall  have  answered  such  four  ques- 
tions, such  deputy  shall  ask  such  person  for  whom  he  votes ; 
and  the  vote  of  such  person  shall  be  entered  in  the  poll- 
Jbook  according  to  his  answer,  unless  an  objection  be  made 
to  such  vote  in  manner  herein  directed ;  and  provided  aU 
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ifratir  ^  ways,  that  if  »»  entry  of  the  affidavit  or  affinnatioD  of  the 
notiraearln  registry  of  the  freehold  of  any  penon  tendering  his  vote  or 
b°tYto 'dfer  offer*n8 to  P°U>  required  by  law  to  be  registered,  shall  not 
penonoffei^  appear  in  the  registry  book,  or  that  if  any  person  tender- 
wjtojjte  to  ing  his  rote  or  offering  to  poll  shall  not  either  produce  such 
irctiurnmg       certificate  of  registry  as  by  law  required,  or  be  able  to  re- 
fer to  an  original  affidavit  or  affirmation  of  his  registry,  in 
the  possession  of  the  deputy  clerk  of  the  peace,  or  that  if 
any  such  person  shall  refuse  to  take  the  oath  aforesaid,  or 
shall  not  give  a  direct  answer  to  each  of  the  questions  to 
be  pat  to  him  by  the  returning  officer's  deputy,  ov  thai  the 
person  so  examined  shall  admit  in  his  answer  or  answers 
to  the  said  question  or  questions  that  he  is  net  the  pessea 
whose  freehold  is  registered,  or  that  he  has  no  freehold,  or 
that  the  freehold  described  in  his  certificate  or  aundarvit  et 
affirmation  of  registry  [as  the  case  may  be],  la  net  the  free- 
hold for  which  he  tenders  his  rote,  or  that  he  has  net  been 
in  the  occupation  thereof  for  the  whose  of  the  last  twelve 
months,  or  that  the  same  is  not  at  the  time  of  tendering 
his  vote  of  the  value  of  forty  shillings,  above  all  charges 
payable  out  of  the  same ;  then  and  in  every  and  in  any  such 
case  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  such  deputy,  and 
he  is  hereby  required,  authorised,  and  empowered  to  refer 
such  person  to  the  returning  officer  or  officers,  or  his  or 
their  assessor,  for  exaarination^and  to  proceed  immediately 
to  receive  the  vote  of  the  next  person  who  shall  tender  his 
vote  or  offer  to  poll. 
Questions  to       68.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  every  case  in 
Smofferffg'  which  any  person  shall  tender  bis  vote  or  offer  to  poll  at 
to  rote  as       any  election  for  a  member  to  serve  in  parliament  for  any 
£$£!![.       county  of  a  city  or  couaty  of  a  town,  the  returning  officer's 
deputy  shall,  if  required  by  any  candidate  or  the  agent  ef 
any  candidate  so  to  do,  put  to  such  person  the  following 
questions,  and  no  other: 
What  is  your  name  ? 

Are  you  a  freeman  of  the  county  of  the  city  or  county  of 
the  town  of  [naming  the  county  of  a  city  or  county  ef  a 
town  for  which  the  election  is  held?] 

Have  yon  been  sworn  ? 
Provided,  always  that  where  the  right  of  election  in 
any  county  of  a  city  or  town  in  Ireland  shall  have  been 
determined,  under  and  by  virtue  of  any  act  or  acts  ef 
parliament  now  in  force  for  the  trial  of  controverted  elec- 
tions or  returns  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament,  to  be  in 
the  resident  freemen  only  of  the  county  of  a  city  or  town, 
the  returning  officer's  deputy  shall,  if  required  by  any  ean- 
i  didate,  or  the  agent  of  any  candidate,  put  the  following 
additional  questions  to  any  person  offering  to  vote  as  n 
freeman : 

When  were  you  admitted  a  freeman  thereof,  or  elected 
a  freeman  thereof;  or,  was  the  freedom  thereof,  granted  to 
,  yen,  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  and  belief? 

Where  did  yon  reside  in  the  month  of 
in  the  year  ?  [here  stating  the  time  of  ad- 

mission,  election,  or  grant  of  the  freedom.] 
And  the  answers  to  which  questions  shall  be  inserted  in  the 
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poll  books :  and  when  the  person  so  tendering  his  vote,  or 
offering  to  poll,  shall  have  answered  such  questions,  such 
deputy  shall  ask  such  person  for  whom  he  votes ;  and  the 
vote  of  such  person  shall  be  entered  in  the  poll-book  ac-  ' 
cording  to  his  answer,  unless  an  objection  be  made  to  such 
Tote,  in  manner  herein  directed. 

53.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  at  any  election  for  where  vote  is 
a  member  to  serve  in  parliament  for  any  county  of  a  city  objected  to,  a 
or  county  of  a  town,  no  objection  shall  be  made  to  vote,  K? Xl"1" 
until  after  the  person  tendering  the  same  shall  have  de-  tion  shaifbe 
clared  for  whom  he  votes ;  and  that  if  the  vote  of  any  per-  JJotf  ec&i??or 
son  shall  be  then  objected  to  by  an  inspector  of  any  candi*  the  returning 
date,  the  poll  shall  not  be  on  that  account  delayed,  but  the  °C^T  to  de 
returning  officer's  deputy  shall  direct  the  poll-clerk  to  enter 
a.  memorandum  on  the  poll-books,  shewing  to  whieh  can* 
didate  or  candidates  such  person  has  given  his  vote,  and 
he  shall  immediately  proceed  to  receive  the  vote  of  tjie 
next  person  Who  shall  tender  his  vote  or  offer  to  poll ;  and 
that  die  inspector  who  shall  have  made  the  objection  on 
behalf  of  any  candidate,  shall  instantly  write  down  a  me- 
morandum on  a  printed  form,  to  be  provided  by  the  return- 
ing officer,  containing  the  name  of  the  voter,  the  place  of 
his  abode,  and  the  nature  of  the  objection   or  objections, 
and  sign  and  date  the  same,  and  shall  give  the  same  to  the 
returning  officer's  deputy,  and  shall  sign  the  same  with 
the  initial  letters  of  his  name,  and  then  give  the  same  to 
the  assistant  deputy  clerk  of  the  peace,  who  shall  take  the 
same,  together  with  the  certificate  or  affidavit  or  affirmation 
of  registry,  if  it  shall  be  necessary  so  to  do,  to  the  return- 
ing officer,  to  decide  on  the  validity  thereof;  and  that  it 
shall  thereupon  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  returning  officer 
or  officers,  or  his  or  their  assessor,  at  the  discretion  of  such 
returning  officer  or  officers,  or  his  or  their  assessors  only, 
to  order  the  voter  to  attend  before  him  or  them  during  the 
enquiry  into  his  vote,  and  for  such  returning  officer  or 
officers,  or  his  or  their  assessor,  to  examine  such  vbter,  by 
such  questions  as  such*  returning  officer  or  officers,  or  his 
or  their  assessor,,  shall  think  necessary  to  ask,  as  to  any 
objection  or  objections  made  to  his  vote ;  and  such  return- 
ing officer  or  officers,  or  his  or  their  assessor,  shall  adnri-  0ath  to  De*ad 
nister  an  oath  to  such  voter,  in  the  form  following :  ministered  to" 

*  I,  A.B.,  do  swear,  [or,  being  a  quaker  or  Moravian, such  voter* 
do  solemnly  affirm],  That  I  will  true  answers  make  to  all 
such  questions  as  shall  be  here  put  to  me  by  the  returning 
officer  or  officers,  or  his  assessor,  [as  the  case  may  be.] 

'So  help  me  God.' 
And  that  if  the  vote  shall  be  allowed,  the  returning  officer  Vote  may  be* 
or  officers,  or  his  or  their  assessor,  shall  write  down  upon  allowed  or  re- 
the  memorandum  these  words,  '  allow  this  vote ;'  and  that  ^^Jffi^,. 
if  the  vote  shall  be  disallowed,  then  the  returning  officer  or  his  assessor. 
oar  officers,  or  his  or  jcheir  assessor,  shall  write  down  upon 
the  memorandum  these  words,  *  reject  this  vote ;'  and  that 
in  either  case,  the  returning  officer  or  officers,  or  his  or 
their  assessor,  shall  write  down  the  initials  of  his  or  their 
name  or  names  under  the  words  so  directed  to  be  written 
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down  upon  the  memorandum ;  aad  the  returning  officer  of 
officers,  or  his  or  their  assessor,  shall  then  deliver  the  said 
memorandum  to  the  same  assistant  deputy  clerk  of  the 
peace  who  had  brought  it  to  him  or  them,  to  be  forthwith 
carried  back  to  the  returning  officer's  deputy ;  and  that 
such  deputy  shall  either  reject  such  vote,  or  order  [the  poll 
clerk  to  eater  the  same  upon  the  poll  for  the  candidate  or 
candidates  to  whom  it  had  been  given,  according  a»  he 
shall  be  directed  by  the  returning  officer  or  officer*,  or  his 
or  their  assessor ;  and  that  every  such  memorandma  shall 
be  preserved  by  seen  deputy,  and  be  delivered  to  him  by 
the  returning  officer  or  officers,  to  be  (attached  to  the  poll 
books  at  the  close  of  the  election ;  and  that  the  form  of  the 
said  memorandum  so  te  be  prepared  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 
as  follows : 


Form  of  Objection  as  to  Freeholders.                 [ 

Number  in 

the  Registry 

Book. 

Name 

lof 

Voter. 

Abode 

of 
Voter. 

Objection. 

* 

• 

i 

1 

1 

(Signed) 
Bated        day  of        18 

r 

* 

Allow  this  Vote. 
(Signed) 

Reject  this  Vote. 
(Signed) 

I 


Form  of  0$ec  tien  as*  to  Freemen* 


Name  of  Voter. 


:  Abode  of  Voter. 


(Signed) 
Dated 


Objection. 


Bay  of 


Allow  this  Vote. 

(Signed) 


Reject  this  Vote, 
(Signed) 


[ikblihd.        eccxvii 


rss^Sl  5-sJKI"*— • 


Prorided  alway*,  That  in  UN  any  objection  be  taken  to 
veto  which,  atmll  not  he  in  aobstarice  dinarant  fron  one 
pferlonrij  ruled  by  the  returning  affieer  ar  officers,  or  hie 
or  their  assessor,  or  in  case  a*y  objection  be  taken  which 
shall  appear  to  •neb  deputy  to  be  frm-kua,  or  taken  for 
the  purpose  of  delay,  thai  then  in  ever;  such  oaae  H  iball 
not  be  hvwiel  to  and  for  the  deputy  to  transmit  the  mesao- 
rtr*r*~  containing  nub  objection  te  the  returning  officer 
aw  nfniin,  and  tba* to.  every  iach  case  audi  deputy  shall 
admit  the  tow  so  eejected  te,  to  be  entered  apoa  the  poll. 
84.  Ard  ba  it  farther  enacted,  That  if  aa  entry  of  the  ciioun- 
""  "  —  mataw  at  any  eleetioo    for  a  member  or  ««m*j  un*r 

e  in  parliament  far  aay  ceuoty  of  a  city  or  ^%^i"l 
■  ia  Ireland,  of  the  registry  of  the  freehold  >'«  nu  ef 
of  aay  aerara  touderrac   hat  rata  or  owning  to  pole,    re-  ftXtiw 
ejahrad  by  hvf  to  ba  registered,  shall  not  appear  ia  the  hold". 
lagarta)  book,  er  if  any  person  tendering  hia  Tote,  or  offering 
to  pell,  shall  got  either  prodace  such  certificate  of  registry 
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as  by  law  required,  or  be  able  to  refer  to  an  original  affi- 
davit or  affirmation  of  his  registry,  in  the  possession  of  the 
deputy  clerk  of  the  peace,  or  if  any  such  person  shall  refuse 
to  take  the  oath  aforesaid,  or  shall  not  give  a  direct  answer 
to  each  of  the  questions  to  be  put  to  him  by  the  returning 
officer  or  ^officers,  or  his  or  their  assessor,  or  if  it  shall  ap- 
pear to  such  returning  officer  or  officers  by  the  admission  of 
the  person  so  offering  to  vote,  or  upon  a  due  examination  of 
one  or  more  credible  witness  or  witnesses,  upon  his  or  then- 
oath  or  oaths  (which  oath  or  oaths  die  returning  officer  or 
officers  is  and  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  ad- 
minister), that  the  person  offering  to  vote  by  virtue  of  a 
freehold  at  such  election  has  polled  before  at  such  election, 
or  has  personated  another  elector  for  the  purpose  of  polling 
at  such  election,  or  has  polled  by  virtue  of  a  forged  certi- 
ficate of  registry,  or  offers  to  poll  by  virtue  of  a  registry  of 
an  alleged  freehold,  under  a  lease  for  a  life  or  lives,  made 
by  a  lessor  who  had  not  at  the  time  of  making  the  same  a 
freehold  estate  therein,  or  by  virtue  of  a  registry  of  an 
alleged*  freehold,  under  a  lease  for  a  life  or  lives,  which 
lease  is  to  end  and  determine  on  some  such  covenant  or 
condition,  that  a  freehold  estate  has  not  been  demised  by 
the  same,  or  by  virtue  of  any  freehold  estate  of  which  he 
shall  not  be  bond  fide  seised,  then  and  in  any  or  either  of 
such  cases,  the  returning  officer  or  officers  shall  reject  the 
vote  of  the  person  so  tendering  such  vote,  or  so  offering  to 
poll  at  such  election. 
SidS^hS**     65«  Amd  be  »*  farther  enacted,  That  if  at  any  election  for 
votes  tendered  a  member  or  members  for  any  county  of  a  city  or  county  of 
c^SSgto  be  a  town  in  Ireland,  it  shall  appear  to  the  returning  officer  or 
freemen  may   officers,  that  any  person  tendering  his  vote,  or  offering  to 
be  rejected,     poll  at  such  election,  has  personated  any  freeman  for  the 
purpose  of  polling  at  such  election,  or  that  audi  person  is 
not  a  freeman,  or  (unless  the  freedom  of  such  person  shall 
have  come, to  him  by  service,  birth-right,  or  marriage),  that 
he  has  not  been  admitted  to  his  freedom,  or  that  his  freedom 
has  not  been  granted  to  him  six  months  at  the  least  before 
the  teste  of  the  writ  for  holding  such  election,  then  and  in 
any  or  either  of  such  cases  such  returning  officer  or  officers 
shall  reject  the  vote  of  the  person  so  tendering  such  vote, 
or  offeriug  to  poll  at  such  election. 
improper  56.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  shall 

taken  offthe  **e  a(*mittcd  to  P°U  at  any  election  for  a  member  to  serve  in 
poll  by  the  re.  parliament  for  a  county  of  a  city  or  county  of  a  town,  who 
oTc^iain?  has  Polled  before  at  such  election,  or  who  has  personated 
of  candidate    another  elector  for  the  purpose  of  polling  at  suck  election, 

dosmVof  theal  or  who  ha*  P°lled  °y  v**™  of  a  for^  certificate  of  re- 
poll.  gfetry,  or  who  has  polled  by  virtue  of  a  registry  of  an  alleged 

freehold  under  a  lease  of  land  or  tenements  for  a  life  or 
lives,  made  by  a  lessor  who  had  not  at  the  time  of  m*yi»g 
the  same  a  freehold  estate  therein ;  or  by  virtue  of  a  registry 
of  an  alleged  freehold  under  a  lease  of  land  or  tenements 
for  a  life  or  lives,  which  lease  is  to  end  and  determine  on 
some  such  covenant  or  condition,  that  a  freehold  estate  has 
not  been  demised  by  the  same;  or  by  virtue  of  any  freehold 
estate  of  which  he  shall  not  be  bond  fide  seised;  it  shall  and 
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nisy  be  lawful  fot  the  retiming  officer  or  officer*,  and  they 
are  hereby  required,  authorized,  and  empowered,  upon  the 
complaint  of  any  candidate,  to  take  the  vote  of  such  person 
off  the  poll  at  any  time  before  the  final  closing  of  the  same  t 
provided  always,  that  the  act  complained  of  as  haying  been  Affidavit  to  fee 
ensnmitted  by  such  person  be  set  forth  and  described,  and  !£?™  *i^d 
positively  delated  to  have  been  committed  by  each  person  ESSlX* 
in  am  affidavit  to  be  sworn  before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  3£y5£ the 
that  such  affidavit  be  delivered  to  the  returning  officer  or 
officers;    and  tether,  that  the  act  oomplained  of  shall 
appear  to  the  returning  officer  or  officers,  upon  a  due  exa* 
inaiwtion  of  one  or  more  credible  witness  or  witnesses  con- 
cerning the  same,  upon  his  or  their  oaths,  to  be  proved  to 
bare  been  committed  by  such  person,  which  oath  or  oaths 
the  returning  officer  or  officers  is  or  are  hereby  authorised 
amd  empowered  to  administer :  provided  always,  that  the 
affidavit  setting  forth  every  such  complaint  shall  be  deli- 
vered to  the  returning  officer  or  officers  on  the  same  day  on 
which  the  act  complained  of  shall  have  been  committed. 

s>7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  Returning  of 
for  any  other  person  whatever,  other  than  the  returning  examine 
officer  or  officers,  or  his  or  their  assessor,  to  ask  any  ones*  voters  objected 
taom  of  any  person  who  shall  be  examined  by  the  returning 
officer  or  officers,  or  his  or  their  assessor,  on  account  of  his 
vote,  or  the  vote  of  any  other  person  or  persons,  having 
been  objected  to,  but  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and 
lor  the  retaining  officer  or  officers,  or  his  or  their  assessor 
•or  attestors,  at  the  discretion  of  such  returning  officer  or 
officers,  or  his  or  their  assessor  only,  to  permit  a  barrister 
or  barristers  to  argue  any  question  of  law  before  him  or 
them. 

58.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  fetfrauuas 
for    any  person,    whether  barrister,  attorney,  inspector,  jpSZuu  <£* 
agent,  candidate,  or  elector,  or  any  other  person  what-  ingthetime 
soever,  to  plead  or  speak  in  any  place  of  potting  during  the  °  *°  lDg' 
hours  appointed  for  polling  under  this  act,  on  any  matter  or 

thing  whatsoever. 

59.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  %£%!£*£ 
lawful  to  and  for  the  returning  officer  or  officers,  or  his  or  mit  persons 
their  deputy  or  deputies,  at  any  election,  and  he  and  they  g^Egf"1* 
is  and  are  hereby  authorised  and  empowered  to  commit  all 
persons  to  gaol,  without  bail  or  mainprise,  who  shall  plead 

or  speak  on  any  matter  or  thing  contrary  to  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  or  who  shall  be  found  rioting  or  interrupting  the 
poll,  or  wilfully  preventing  the  approach  of  electors  to  the 
place  of  polling,  or  who  shall  be  guUsy  of  a  contempt  to 
such  returning  officer  m  officers,  or  to  such  deputy  or  de- 
puties ;  provided  that  the  time  of  such  imprisonment  shall 
not  in  any  case  exceed  twenty* four  hours. 

6a.  Ann  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  Deputies  shall 
for  any  deputy  of  any  returning  officer  to  put  any  questions  Sot^oTeia- 
to  any  person  tendering  his  vote,  or  offering  to  poll  at  any  mine  voters 
election  for  a  member  to  serve  in  parliament  for  a  county  of  fore  provided. 
a  city  or  a  county  of  a  town,  save  -and  except  those  ques- 
tions herein-before  directed  to  be  put,  or  to  make  any  com- 
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ments  or  observations  on  the  answers  which-  may  be  given 
to  the  same,  or  on  any  matter  or  thing  relating  to  any  vote 
which  may  be  tendered  before  him ;  and  that  if  any  objec- 
tion be  made  to  any  vote  at  any  election  for  a  county  of  .a 
city  or  a  county  of  a  town,  or  other  place,  such  objection 
shall  be  forthwith  referred  by  the  returning  officer's  deputy 
as  herein»before  directed,  to  the  returning  officer ;  and  that 
it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  such  deputy  to  investigate  the 
right  of  any  person  to  vote  further  or  otherwise  than  as 
herein-before  directed,  or  to  reject  the  vote  of  any  person, 
without  reference  to  the  returning  officer. 
instruction"!  to     6fc  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  returning  of- 
deputies^*1  by  ncer  sn&U  give,  such  instructions  in  writing  to  bis  deputy  or 
deputies  appointed  for  taking  the  poll  at  any  election,-  as 
may  be  necessary  to  point  out  to  him  or  them  what  is  re- 
quired of  him  or  them  to  be  done  in  respect  of  the  objections 
to  votes  which  may  be  made,  and  in  respect  of  the  manner 
of  transmitting  them  to  such  returning  [officer  or  officers, 
and  in  respect  of  the  due  performance  of  his  or  their  duty 
as  such  deputy  or  deputies,  and  that  every  such  deputy  shall 
obey  such  instructions  as  shall  be  so  given  by  such  returning 
officer  or  officers. 
iteputyto  .        62.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  deputy  shall, 
uphis pollglVe  upon  notice  given  to  him  by  the  returning  officer,  each. day 
torffi6*0* dho  c*ose  *"*  P0^  book,  and  deliver  in  the  same  immediately  to 
shaUauDupSvch  officer,  who  shall  sum  up  thereupon  the  number  of 
5o5  nuin£Sr'    vote8  P°Ued  on  such  day  for  each  candidate,  to  be  read 
on  deputy  re-  aloud  in  open  court;  and  if  any  deputy  shall  refuse  to  de* 
lhrer^Uhook  **vex  °*8  P°^  boob  when  required  by  the  returning  officer, 
or pofuag after  or  shall  continue  to  take  the  poll  alter  he  shall  have  been 
st^o^before  d*recte<*  Dy  him  to  stop,  and  before  he  shall  be  again  <b> 
directed  to  t>*  rected  by  him  to  proceed,  or  after  his  deputation  shall  be 
no^aUowcSf*  revoked,  he  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds,  to  any 
person  who  shall  she  for  the  same,  to  be  recovered  as 
herein-after  directed ;  and  every  vote  admitted  by  him  after 
such  refusal  or  direction  to  stop,  or  revocation,  shall  be 
void,  and  the  person  who  offered  such  vote  shall  not  be 
deemed  to  have  voted,  and  is  hereby  declared  not  to  have 
voted  or  to  have  been  polled  at  such  election. 
Deputy  she-        63.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  deputy  sheriff, 

«5  SgiedL"    P°u  clerk»  clerk  of  the  Peace*  deputy  clerk  of  the  peace, 
ing  their  duty  assistant  deputy  clerk  of  the  peace,  deputy  town  clerk,  or 
shaiu^heir  otner  officer,  interpreter,  constable,bailiff,or  peace  officer, who 
compensation,  shall  absent  himself  from  the  duty  of  his  office  at  anyjelection 
of  a  member  or  members  to  serve  in  parliament  for  any 
county  of  a  city  or  county  of  a  town,  during  any  part  of  the 
time  that  the  poll  shall  be  kept  open  on  each  day,  shall 
forfeit  all  compensation  for  his  attendance  during  such 
election ;  and  that  the  returning  officer  or  officers  is  and  axe 
hereby  authorized  and  required,  in  case  of  the  absence,  ne- 
glect, misconduct,  or  insufficiency  of  any  such  person  or  per- 
sons, immediately  to  remove  any  such  person  or  persons, 
and  to  appoint  a  person  or  persons  to  fill  his  or  their  place 
or  places. 
04.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  returning  officer 
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or  officers,  at  every  election  for  a  member  to  serve  in  par*  ^fj*1^ 
liament  for  any  county  of  a  city  or  county  of  a  town,  shall  commencing 
cause  the  poll  to  be  kept  open  in  every  place,  and  on  every  "jj*^"1* 
day  of  polling,  from  ten  of  the  clock  in  the  morning,  except  *°   *       ay' 
on  the  first  day  of  polling,  until  five  of  the  clock  in  the  after- 
noon, except  on  the  last  day  of  polling,  between  the  fif- 
teenth day  of  April  and  the  fifteenth  day  of  September,  and 
from  ten  of  the  clock  in  the  morning,  except  on  the  first  day 
of  polling,  until  four  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon,  except 
on  the  last  day  of  polling,  between  the  fifteenth  day  of 
September  and  the  fifteenth  day  of  April;  and  that  in 
case  any  disputed  question,  or  any  objections  to  votes 
referred  to  him  or  them  by  his  or  their  deputy  or  deputies 
shall  not  be  decided  during  the  time  for  which  the  poll 
shall  be  so  kept  open,  the  returning  officer  or  officers 
shall  give  his  or  their  attendance  in  his  or  their  booth  or 
other  place  of  sitting,  and  proceed  to  decide  the  same  after 
the  polling  shall  have  ceased,  or  before  the  polling  shall 
have  commenced  on  any  day  or  days  of  polling,  except  the 
last  day  of  polling. 

65.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  *«  r^tantoi 
lawful  for  the  returning  officer  or  officers,  at  any  election  omcer  may 
for  a  member  to  serve  in  parliament  for  every  county  of  a  kSuwlen  so 
cityfor  county  of  a  town,  and  he  and  they  is  and  are  hereby  have  not  poll- 
required,  on  any  day  after  the  fourth  day  of  polling,  com-  ** m  iht  <***• 
puting  therein  the  day  on  which  the  poll  shall  be  com-  ' 
menced,  to  close  finally  the  poll  in  any  booth  or  place  of 

polling  in  which  no  more  than  twenty  persons  have  polled, 
or  been  referred  for  decision  to  the  returning  officer  or  of- 
ficers, during  that  day:  provided  always,  that  in  case  it  But  booths  for 
shall  appear,  upon  .the  evidence  of  two  or  more  credible  polling- may  be 
witnesses  taken  upon  oath  (and  which  oath  the  returning  plSonTbVj^e- 
officer  or  officers  is  and  are  hereby  empowered  to  admi-  Xfnte4^7 
nister),  to  the  returning  officer  or  officers,  that  any  person  co^Sjto  the 
intending  to  offer  themselves  to  poll  in  such  booth  or  place  same. 
of  polling  have  been  prevented  by  force  and  violence  from 
coming  to  the  same  for  the  purpose  of  polling  on  that  day, 
that  then  and  in  every  such  case  it  shall  be  lawful  to  and 
for  the  returning  officer  or  officers  to  keep  such  booths  or 
place  of  {wiling  open  for  another  day,  and  so  on  from  day 
to  day  if  such  force  and  violence  be  repeated,  and  be  found 
to  have  taken  place  on  such  evidence  as  aforesaid,  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  returning  officer  or  officers. 

66.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  at"any  election  of  a  Returning  of. 
member  to  serve  in  parliament  for  any  county  of  a  city  or  ficer  may  sum- 
county  of  a  town,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  returning  H™,<bHiffs. 
officer  or  officers  to  summon  all  constables,  bailiffs,  and  &c.  'to  attend 
other  peace  officers  to  attend  the  places  of  polling,  and  to  c*ecbons- 
keep  the  peace  at  such  election,  and  to  perform  such  other  / 

things  as  shall  be  assigned  to  him  by  the  returning  officer 
or  officers,  and  to  appoint  any  number  of  special  consta- 
bles that  he  or  they  may  think  proper  to  aid  and  assist 
therein ;  and  that  every  constable,  bailiff,  or -peace  officer, 
when  so  summoned,  who  shall  neglects  attend  during  the 
whole  of  such  election,  or  to.  obey  the  lawful  commands  of 
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the  returning  officer  or  officers,  shall  forfeit  Mich  office  of 
constable,  bailiff,  or  other  pence  officer,  end  all  salary  due 
to  him  in  respect  thereof. 
incase  of         6T.  Akd  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  in  case  of  the  death 
nessofre1 ■  '    or  the  severe  illness  of  any  returning  officer,  during  the  con- 
*urninS  of-     tinuance  of  the  poll  at  any  election  for  a  county  of  a  city  or 
Jwopdep^S  county  of  a  town,  it  shall  and  may  he  lawf el  for  the  other 
£?  ti1^  m  retanuBg  officer,  if  there  be  two  such  returning  officers,  or 
t&e  duty.       for  the  ^  gworM  deputy,  if  there  be  bat  one  retnnuag  of- 
ficer, or  being  two  returning  officers,  in  case  of  the  death  or 
severe  illness  of  both  such  returning  officers,  is  hereby  re- 
quired, under  the  penalty  of  forfeiting  five  hundred  pounds, 
and  such  other  returning  officer  or  such  sworn  deputy,  as 
the  case  may  be,  to  any  person  who  shall  sue  for  the  same, 
to  proceed  with  the  poll,  and  to  act  in  every  respect  for  all 
the  purposes  of  the  election,  and  with  all  the  power  and 
authority  to  do  any  act  required  by  law  to  be  done  by  a  re- 
turning officer  at  any  such  election,  as  if  be  had  been  ori- 
ginally the  returning  officer ;  and  that  each   deputy  shall 
take  the  oath  directed  by  law  to  be  taken  by  the  returning 
officer  at  tike  commencement  of  the  poll,  which  oath  any  two 
justices  of  the  peace  are  hereby  authorised  to  administer, 
and  that  such  other  returning  officer,  or  deputy,  shall  pro- 
ceed with  the  poll,  and  finally  close  the  same  at  the  time 
herein-before  required,  and  make  a  return  of  the  person  or 
persons  who  hath  or  have  the  majority  of  votes,  unless  his 
authority  shall  be  superseded  by  the  recovery  of  the  re- 
in case  the     turning  officer;  and  that  in  case  of  the  death  or  severe  ill- 
pity^IKid6"  BeM  °f  *tfcn  fivtt  worn  deputy,  the  next  deputy  in  succes- 
not  be  able  to  sioB  shall  act  asthe  returning  officer,  subject  to  the  like 
Sepjtie?  in*    penalty,  and  with  the  same  powers,  and  take  the  returning 
raocMsioti       officer's  oath  in  manner  aforesaid,  and  so  on,  each  deputy  in 
the  dttS^0"30  succession  shall  in  like  manner  act  as  the  returning  officer,  in 
case  of  the  death  er  severe  illness  of  the  acting  returning 
officer,  and  another  deputy,  or  other  deputies,  shall  be  ap- 
pointed in  lieu  of  the  deputy  or  deputies  who  may  thus  take 
the  place  of  such  returning  officer  or  officers :  provided  al- 
ways, that  the  deputy,  who  shall  thus  take  the  place  of 
such  returning  officer,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  re- 
muneration! for  his  services  at  such  election  as  if  he  had 
continued  to  act  as  deputy. 
retuSSd  thin     °8-  And  **  **  ***&**  eaaoted,  That  no  returning  officer 
required  by     or  officers  for  any  county  of  a  city  or  county  of  a  town, 
the  writ.         ahall,  upon  any  pretence  whatsoever,  return  more  than  the 
number  of  persons  they  or  he  shall,  by  the  writ  or  precept, 
Officer  to  have  be  required  to  return ;  and  that,  in  case  of  an  equality  of 
easting  voice.  r^ceB  fw  aiiy  two  ^  g^^  candidates,  where  two  sherifs  or 

other  returning  officers  shall  preside,  upon  the  close  of  the 
poll,  tiie  sheriff  or  other  returning  officer,  whose  masse  shall 
stand  first  in  the  appointment  to  the  office,  shall,  if  he  be 
present,  give  a  casting  voice;  and  if  he  be  not  present,  the 
junior  sheriff  or  returning  officer  shall  give  such  casting 
voice,  whether  such  sheriffs  or  other  returning  officers  shall 
be  otherwise  legally  qualified  to  vote  or  not,  or  whether 
they  shall  have  voted  or  not  at  such  election ;  and  if  any 
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returning  officer  or  officers  shall  return  more  than  the  num-  officer  to  for- 
ber  of  persons,  who  shall  by  the  writ  6r  precept  be  directed  he1  returns  lf 
to  be  returned,  such  returning  officer  or  officers  shall  forfeit  more  than  the 
the  sum  of  two  thousand  pounds  to  the  person  who  shall  rSdTand  to 
first  sue  for  the  same,  to  be  recovered  as  herein-after  directed;  •*  incapable 
and  such  returning  officer  or  officers  shall  be  rendered  in-0    votmg- 
capable  of  ever  after  voting  at  any  election  for  a  member  or 
members  to  serve  in  parliament. 

69.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  returning  of-  Jtera™d?pu°ty 
ficer  or  officers,  or  any  deputy,  who  shall  be  appointed  pur-  causing  un- 
suant  to  this  act,  shall  unnecessarily  and  wilfully  protract  ?ayeto^rleit 
the  poll,  or  be  guilty  of  any  wilful  and  unnecessary  delay  5oo/. 

in  taking  the  same,  every  such  returning  officer  or  officers 
and  every  such  deputy  so  offending  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of 
five  hundred  pounds  to  any  person  who  shall  sue  for  the 
same,  to  be  recovered  as  herein-after  directed. 

70.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  or  per-  Rioting  not  to 
sons  shall  violently,  riotously $  or  outrageously  disturb  or  in-  for  closing0  the 
terrupt  any  election,  or  the  proceedings  of  the  poll,  such  poll. 
disturbance,  riot,  or  misbehaviour,  shall  not  be  any  excuse 

to  the  returning  officer  or  officers,  nor  afford  him  or  them  any 
pretence  for  closing  the  poll,  or  making  a  return  ;  but  the 
court  shall  thereupon  be  adjourned  for  some  convenient  time, 
as  the  occasion  may  require ;  and,  if  necessary,  shall  be 
farther  continued  by  adjournment  from  time  to  time,  until 
such  disturbance  shall  have  ceased,  when  such  returning 
officer  shall  again  proceed  in  taking  the  poll ;  and  every  Persons  riot- 
person  who  shall  be,  by  due  course  of  law,  convicted  of  }jjj[ i°booiur&cg 
having  violently,  riotously,  or  outrageously  disturbed  the  to  be  trans-  ' 
court,  or  otherwise  misbehaved,  so  as  forcibly  to  interrupt  ?evendyears 
the  proceedings  of  the  poll,  or  of  having  wilfully  effaced, 
obliterated,  torn,  altered,  or  destroyed  the  whole  or  any 
part  of  the  poll  books  of  the  returning  officer  or  officers,  or 
any  deputy,  whereon  any  thing  relative  to  the  said  election 
shall  have  been  entered,  or  of  having  forcibly  or  fraudulently 
taken  or  secreted  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  or  the  writ 
or  precept  for  holding  such  election,  shall  be  adjudged 
guilty  of  felony;  and  be  transported  for  seven  years. 

71.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  every  case  in  which  ^j£™  wjj* *° 
a  poll  shall  take  place  at  any  election  for  any  county  of  a  Skate *of  num- 
city  or  county  of  a  town  in  Ireland,  the  returning  officer  hers  who  voted 
shall  certify  in  bis  return  to  the  writ  for  holding  such  elec-  candicfaS.1^ 
tion  the  names  of  the  candidates,  and  the  numbers  who' 

voted  for  each  candidate,  as  it  appeared  at  the  final  close  of 
the  poll,  and  such  certificate  shall  be  admitted  as  evidence 
of  the  truth  of  the  facts  therein  certified,  unless  disproved 
by  contrary  evidence. 

72.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case  of  a  general  When  writs  of 
election,  the  returning  officer  or  officers*  who  shall  receive  b/retmned.*0 
any  writ  for  the  election  of  any  member  or  members  to  serve 

in  parliament  for  any  county  of  a  city  or  county  of  a  town, 
shall  make  due  return  of  such  writ  to  the  clerk  of.  the  crown,, 
on  or  before  the  day  on  which  such  writ  shall  be  returnable; 
and  that  in  all  case3  where  such  writ  shall  be  issued  during 
a  session  or  prorogation  of  parliament,  the  return  shall  be. 

2p 
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made  of  such  writ  to  the  cleric  of  the  crown,  within  forty 
days  after  the  teste  thereof;  and  all  and  every  suck  re- 
taming  officer  or  officers  as  shall  make  default  therein 
shall  forfeit  to  any  person  who  shall  sue  for  the  same  the 
Penalty  ioo/.  8Qm  0f  ime  hundred  pounds  for  each  day  such  default  shall 
be  made,  to  be  recovered  in  manner  herein-after  mentioned. 

5ardfeto°Je-re"     7S*  And  °*  i%  ***&**  enacted,  That  no  fee,  gratuity,  or 
turning  of-     reward  whatsoever  shall  be  given,  paid,  received,  or  takes, 
tracts  tormak-  °7  any  8neriff  or  returning  officer  or  officers  of  any  county 
ing  a  return  of  a  city  or  county  of  a  town,  for  making  out,  or  for  the  de* 
shall  be  void.  iiTerV}  return,  or  execution  of  any  writ  or  precept,  for  the 
electing  a  member  or  members  to  serve  in  parliament;  and 
that  all  contracts,  promises,  bonds,  and  securities  to  be 
made  or  given  to  any  sheriff,  or  other  returning  officer  or 
officers,  for  making  a  return  of  any  member  to  serve  in  par- 
liament, or  to  pay  such  sheriff  or  returning  officer  or  officers 
any  sum  or  sums  of  money,  by  way  of  gratuity  or  reward  for 
making  such  return  or  otherwise  in  respect  thereof,  shall 
fng^^accept-  b*  and  are  hereby  declared  to  be  null  and  void ;  and  who- 
fng  such,  for-  soever  shall  make,  give,  or  accept  of  such  contract,  promise, 
amount  and    °ond,  or  other  security,  or  any  gift  or  reward  to  procure 
200/.  any  false  return,  shall  forfeit  a  sum  equal  to  the  value 

given  or  intended  to  be  given,  or  accepted  in  such  contract, 
promise,  or  other  security,  gift  or  reward ;  and  also  the  fur- 
ther sum  of  two  hundred  pounds  to  any  person  who  shall 
first  sue  for  the  same,  to  be  recovered  as  herein-after  di- 

persons  under     74.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  election  or  re- 

Se  voidSand  U  tarn  jof  any  persons  to  serve  in  parliament  for  any  county 

new°wfitsa      of  a  city  or  county  of  a  town,  who  shall  be  under  the  age  of 

issued.  twenty-one  years,  shall  be  deemed  null  and  void;  and 

that  if  it  shall  be  determined  by  any  committee  of  the  house 

of  commons,  who  shall  try  any  petition  presented  against 

any  such  election  or  return,  that  such  person  was  under  the 

age  of  twenty-one  years  on  the  day  of  such  election,  a  new 

writ  shall  forthwith  issue  for  the  election  of  another  person 

in  his  place. 

omSiremre"tof  76*  And  De  *'  fa**0**  enacted,  That  every  returning  of- 
turnin?  cor-  ficer  who  shall  be, by  due  course  of  law  convicted  of  having 
partially7  acted  corruptly  or  partially  in  the  execution  of  his  duty  as 
returning  officer,  at  any  election  of  a  member  or  members  to 
serve  in  parliament,  for  any  county  of  a  city  or  county  of  a 
town,  shall  be  adjudged  guilty  of  high  misdemeanor,  and 
shall  be  imprisoned  for  a  period  not  exceeding  three  years; 
and  such  person  so  convicted  is  hereby  declared  to  be  for 
ever  incapable  of  holding  any  office  or  situation,  civil  or 
military,  under  the  crown. 

be°dleU^edto     76,  And  be  Jt  fnrther  e^ted,  That  in  every  casein  which 

the  clerk  ot     a  poll  shall  take  plaee  as  aforesaid,  the  returning  officer 

SekSp?  amon   sliall>  ^thin  twenty-one  days  of  the  final  close  of  such  poll, 

ttie  records  of  deliver  all  the  poll  books  of*  such  election  to  the  clerk  of 

the  county,     the  peace  for  such  county  of  a  city  or  county  of  a  town, 

verifying  upon  oath,  (which  oath  any  justice  of  the  peace 

for  such  county,  county  of  a  city,  county  of  a  town  or  place, 

is  hereby  empowered  to  administer,)  that  the  poll  bocks 
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which  he  deliver*  in  are  the  original  poll  books  of  such 
election,  upon  which  the  return  was  founded ;  and  that  from 
the  final  close  of  the  poll  to  the  time  he  delivers  in  the  same, 
there  has  not  been  any  obliteration,  erasure,  addition,  or 
alteration  made  therein,  and  such  poll  books  shall  be  care- 
fully kept  amongst  the  records  of  such  county  of  a  city  or 
county  of  a  town,  and  the  production  of  such  poll  books,  by 
such  clerk  of  the  peace  or  officer,  or  his  deputy,  shall  be 
deemed  sufficient  evidence  of  the  authenticity  thereof,  un- 
less the  same  shall  be  disproved. 

77.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sheriffs  or  other  Account  of 
returning  officers  of  every  county  of  acity  or  county  of  a  town  5S?2iJSPVfoJ 
shall,  at  the  same  time  that  they  shall  return  the  poll  expences  of 
books  used  at  every  election  for  such  county  of  a  city  or  Jit^ned^M 
oounty  of  a  town  to  the  clerk  of  the  peace,  as  herein-before  the  poll  books 
directed,  return  therewith  an  account  of  the  sums  received  J™rk  of  tiie 
for  the  expences  of  such  election  from  the  several  can- , 
didates,  and  the  application  thereof  and  shall  verify  the 
same  on  oath,  which  oath  any  justice  or  justices  of  the 
peace  is  and  are  hereby  authorised  to  administer. 
•    78.  And  for  the  better  securing  the  performance. of  the  Clerk  of  the 
duties  directed  to  be  performed  by  the  clerk  of  the  peace  or  SToath  for6 
his  deputy,  in  respect  to  the  registry  of  freeholds,  be  it  the  perfonn- 
further  enacted,  That  the  several  clerks  of  the  peace,  or  §3J. 
their  deputies,  of  the  several  counties  of  cities  aod  counties 
of  towns  of  Ireland,  shall,  at  the  general  quarter  sessions 
of  the  peace  or  adjournment  thereof  next  after  the  passing 
of  this  act,  or  at  the  next  general  quarter  sessions  of  the 
peace  or  adjournment  thereof  next  after  his  appointment, 
take  and  subscribe  an  oath  in  the  form  following,  -  and 
which  oath  the  justices  presiding  at  the  said  session  are 
hereby  directed  and  empowered  to  administer : 
<  I,  A.  B.  clerk  or  deputy  clerk  of  the  peace  for  the  county  Oath. 
of  [as  the  case  may  be]  do  swear, 

that  I  will  faithfully  and  honestly,  and  without  favour  or 
affection,  perform  and  discharge  the  several  duties  directed 
to  be  performed  by  the  clerks  and  deputy  clerks  of  the 
peace,  by  an  act  passed  in  the  third  year  of  his  present  ma- 
jesty's reign,  intituled  [here  set  forth  the  title  of  this  act ;] 
and  that  I  will  not  demand  or  receive  any  fee  or  fees  for 
discharging  any  of  the  said  duties  which  I  am  not  entitled 
to  by  law.  So  help  me  GOD/ 

And  which  the  said  clerks  and  deputy  clerks  of  the  peace 
are  hereby  required  to  deliver  to  the  treasurer  of  the  county 
of  the  city  or  county  of  the  town  (as  the  case  may  be)  to  be 
preserved  amongst  the  records  of  the  county. 

79.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  no  person  to  be  here-  Entertain. 
alter  elected  to  serve  in  parliament  for  any  county  of  a  city  sluts,  c5- 
or county  of  a  town  shall,  after  the  teste  of  the  writ  of  sum-  ades£pr^rai~. 
mons  to  parliament,  or/ after  the  vacancy  shall  have  happen-  f^wecL*  I$& " 
ed  to  supply  which  the  election  shall  be  held,  by  himself, 
his  friends  or  agents,  or  any  person  or  persons  employed  in 
Ms  behalf,  directly  or  indirectly,  give,  present,  or  allow  to 
any  person  or  persons,  having  a  vote  or  votes  in  such 
election,  any  money,  meat,  drink,  entertainment,  or  provi- 
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sion,  cockades,  ribbands,  or  any  other  mark  of  distinction, 
or  make  any  present,  gift,  reward,  or  entertainment,  or  shall 
at  any  time  hereafter  make  any  promise,  agreement,  ob- 
ligation, or  engagement,  or  give  or    allow  any    money, 
meat,  drink,  provision,  present,  entertainment,  or  reward, 
to  or  for  any  such  person  or  persons  in  particular,  or  to  any 
such  county  of  a  city  or  county  of  a  town  in  general,  or  to 
or  for  the  use,  advantage,  benefit,  employment,  profit,  or 
preferment  of  any  such  person  or  persons,  place  or  places, 
in  order  to  be  elected  or  for  being  elected  to  serve  in  parlia- 
ment for  such  county  of  a  city  or  county  of  a  town ;  and 
that  every  person  and  persons  so  giving,  presenting,  or  al- 
lowing, making,  promising,  or  engaging,  doing,  acting,  or 
proceeding,  shall  be  and  is  and  are  hereby  declared  to  be 
disabled  and  incapacitated  to  serve^in  parliament  upon  such 
election  for  such  county  of  a  city  or  county  of  a  town. 
Persons  hav-       so.  And  whereas  it  is  expedient,  that  persons  having 
uukerSaf!  vl-  freeholds  under  the  yearly  value  of  twenty  pounds,  and 
lue  tohvot*      subject  only  to  quit  or  crown  rent,  or  arising  from  fee-farm 
«ding thereon",  grants,  or  under  a  lease  or  leases  for  ever,  or  for  lives  re- 
newable for  ever,  should  nave  the  power  of  voting  at  elec- 
tions for  members  of  parliament,  although  they  should  not 
reside  thereon,  or  occupy  such  freeholds  by   tilling  or 
grazing  to  the  amount  of  forty  shillings  yearly  value  there- 
of; be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  per- 
sons having  freeholds  under  twenty  pounds  yearly  value, 
not  consisting  of  a  rent-charge,  and  liable  -only  to  crown 
or  quit  rent,  to  register  the  same  in  like  manner  as  is  pro- 
vided by  this  act  for  persons  having  freeholds  of  the  yearly 
value  of  twenty  pounds ;  and  that  such  person  so  regis- 
tering his  freehold  shall  insert  in  the  oath  of  registry,  the 
words  '  forty  shillings,'  instead,  of  the  words  *  twenty 
pounds,'  or  '  fifty  pounds/  and  shall  add  the  following 
words :  '  and  that  the  said  freehold  does  not  consist  of  a 
rent-charge,  and  that  it  is  liable  to  no  rent  except  quit  or 
crown  rent,  or  that  it  arises  from  fee-farm  grant,  or  that  I 
hold  it  under  a  lease  or  leases  for  ever,  or  under,  a  lease  or 
leases  for  lives,  renewable  for  ever  (as  the  case  may  be) ;' 
and  that  every  person  who  shall  offer  to  vote  by  virtue  of 
a  freehold  under  the  value  of  twenty  pounds,  and  holding 
the  same  subject  only"  to  quit  or  crown  rent,  shall  make  the 
-same  affirmations,  and  take  the  same  oaths,  and  answer 
the  same  questions,  if  required,  as '  are  now  provided  for 
persons  having  freeholds  of  the  value  of  twenty  pounds : 
provided  -  always,  that  such  persons  shall  in  such  oaths 
make  the  several  alterations  and  additions  as  are  herein  set 
forth  in  the  oath  of  registry  for  such  persons. 
Persons  who        81.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  who 
any  rewSd™  sna^  nave  or  c^m  to  have  any  right  to  vote  in  any  election 
for  themselves  of  a  member  or  members  of  parliament,  for  any  county  of 
who^nfluence  a  c*tv  or  county  °f  a  town,  shall  directly  or  indirectly  ask, 
others  for  re-  receive,  or  take  any  money  or  other  reward  by  way  of  gift, 
Sit  5oo/?' for"  employment,  or  other  reward  whatsoever,  for  himself  or  any 
of  his  family  or  kindred,  to  give  his  vote,  or  to  abstain  from 
giving  his  vote  in  any  such  election,  or  if  any  person,  hy 
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himself,  his  friends,  or  by  any  person  employed  by  him, 
shall  by  any  gift  or  reward,  or  by  any  promise  or  agree- 
ment or  security  for  any  gift  or  reward,  corrupt  or  procure 
any  person  or  persons  to  give* his  or  their  vote  or  votes  in 
any  such  election,  or  to  abstain  from  giving  the  same,  such 
person  shall  for  such  offence  forfeit  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
pounds  sterling,  to  the  person  who  shall  first  sue  for  the 
same,  to  be  recovered  as  hereinafter  directed ;  and  every 
person  offending  in  any  of  the  cases  aforesaid,  from  and 
after  judgment  obtained  against  him  in  any  action  or  infor- 
mation grounded  on  this  act,  shall  for  ever  be  disabled  to 
vote  in  any  election  of  any  member  or  members  to  serve  in 
parliament ;  and  also  shall  be  for  ever  disabled  to  hold,  ex- 
ercise, or  enjoy  any  office  or  franchise  to  which  he  or  they 
then  shall  or  at  any  time  afterwards  may  be  entitled,  as 
member  of  any  city,  borough,  or  town  corporate,  as  if  such 
person  was  naturally  dead. 

83.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  person  who  Persons  poll- 
shall  poll  a  second  time,  or  offer  to  poll  a  second  time  at  |£?sonating0r 
the  same  election,  for  any  county  of  a  city  or  county  of  a  voters,  may  be 
town,  or  who  shall  personate  any  other  person  for  the  pur-  two^ears  im- 
pose of  polling  at  such  election,  shall  be  guilty  of  a  mis-  prisonment. 
demeanor,  and  upon  being  thereof  convicted  shall  be  im- 
prisoned for  apy  term  not  more  than  two  years,  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  judge  or  judges,  who  shall  try  such  person. 

88.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  shall  E^Jj1**  JJJ 
vote  at  any  election,  by  virtue1  of  a  registry  of  an  alleged  voter*"  aSf. 
freehold  under  a  lease  for  a  life  or  lives,  made  by  a  lessor 
who  had  not  at  the  time  of  making  the  same  a  freehold  es- 
tate '  therein,  or  under  a  lease  for  a  life  or  lives,  which 
lease  is  to  end  and  determine  on  some  such  covenant  or 
-condition,  that  a  freehold  estate  has  not  been  demised  by 
the  same,  or  under  a  lease  for  a  life  or  lives,  or  a  certain 
number  of  years,  which  life  or  lives  is  or  are  dead,  or 
under  a  lease  for  a  life  or  lives,  which  lease  has  expired  or  ' 

been  surrendered,  after  due  notice  not  to  vote  by  virtue  of 
any  such  registry,  shall  have  been  given  to  such  person,  by 
any  candidate,  or  by  an  inspector  of  any  candidate,  and 
'which  notice  every  candidate  and  inspector  is  hereby  au- 
thorized and  empowered  to  give  to  such  person  at  any  time 
before  or  during  such  election,  or  in  the  place  of  polling, 
such  person,  on  being  convicted  thereof,  shall  forfeit  to 
any  person  who  shall  sue  for  the  same,  the  sum  of  twenty 
pounds,  to  be  recovered  by  him  or  them,  with  treble  costs 
of  suit,  by  proceeding  in  the  nature  of  a  civil  bill*  at  any 
general  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  that  may  be  held  for . 
the  county  of  the  city  or  countyof  the  town  in  which  such 
election  shall  have  taken  place,  or  by  action  of  debt  in  any 
of  his  majesty's  courts  of  record  in  Ireland. 

84.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  shall  Persons  yotr 
poll  at  any  election  by  virtue  of  a  freehold  which  he  had  "hSdof* 
registered,  and  of  which  he  shall  not  be  in  possession  at  which  he  is  not 
the  time  of  his  polling,  he  shall  (if  thereof  convicted)  be  SSTimpS* 
imprisoned  in  the  common  gaol  of  the  county  for  the  space  «med  six 
.of  six  calendar  months.  months- 
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Mode  of  re- 
covering pe- 
nalties. 


Perjury.  85.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  who 

6hall  take  any  oath  or  affirmation  hereby  appointed  or  au- 
thorized to  be  taken,  shall  wilfully  swear  or  affirm  falsely 
therein,  he  shall  be  guilty  of  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury,  or 
false  affirming,  and  shall  and  may  be  prosecuted  for  the 
same  as  persons  may  be  now  prosecuted  who  are  guilty  of 
wilful  and  corrupt  perjury,  and  being  thereof  convicted,  he 
shall  incur  and  suffer  the  pains  and  penalties  which  by  law 
are  or  may  be  inflicted  in  cases  of  wilful  and  corrupt  per- 
jury, and  shall  be  for  ever  incapable  of  giving  a  vote  at 
any  election  of  a  member  to  serve  in  parliament ;  and  if 
any  person  shall  wilfully  and  corruptly  proceed  or  suborn 
any  other  person  or  persons  to  take  any  such  oath  or  af- 
firmation, whereby  such  person  or  persons  shall  commit 
wilful  perjury  or  false  affirming,  and  shall  be  thereof  con- 
victed, such  person  so  offending  shall  incur  such  pains  and 
penalties  as  are  inflicted  by  any  act  or  acts  for  the  more 
effectual  preventing  and  punishing  of  subornation  of  perjury, 
and  such  person  or  persons  shall  for  ever  be  incapable  of 
giving  any  vote  at  any  election  of  a  member  to  serve  in  par- 
v         liament. 

86.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  pecuniary  penal- 
ties inflicted  by  this  act  shall  be  recovered  with  full  costs 
by  action  of  debt,  bill,  plaint  or  information,  in  any  of  his 
majesty's  courts  of  record  at  Dublin,  and  that  it  shall  be 
sufficient  for  the  plaintiff  in  any  such  action  of  debt  or  in- 
formation to  set  forth  in  the  declaration  that  the  defendant 
is  indebted  to  him  in  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds,  and 
to  allege  the  particular  offence  for  which  such  action  or 
information  is  brought,  and  that  the  defendant  hath  therein 
acted  contrary  to  this  act,  without  mentioning  the  writ  of 
summons  to  parliament,  or  the  return  thereof ;  and  that  it 
shall  be  sufficient,  in  any  indictment  for  any  offence  con- 
trary to  this  act,  to  allege  the  particular  offence,  and  that 
the  defendant  is  guilty,  without  mentioning  the  writ  of 
summons  to  parliament,  or  the  return  thereof ;  and  that 
upon  trial  of  any  issue  in  any  such  action,  information,  or 
indictment,  the  plaintiff,  informer,  or  prosecutor  shall  not 
be  obliged  to  prove  the  writ  of  summons  to  parliament,  or 
the  return  thereof,  or  any  warrant  to  the  sheriff  grounded 
upon  such  writ  of  summons.  » 

87.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case  the  plaintiff 
if  nonsuited."  or  informer,  in  any  action  or  information  given  by  this  act, 

shall  discontinue,  or  be  nonsuited,  a  judgment  shall  be 
given  against  hin^  the  defendant  shall  recover  treble  costs : 
provided  always,  that  every  action,  information,  indictment, 
or  prosecution,  grounded  upon  this  act,  be  commenced 
within  one  year  after  the  offence  shall  be  committed  ;  and 
provided  aj/so,  that  in  any  action  or  suit  brought  against 
General  issue  anv  Persori  or  persons,  for  any  thing  done  in  pursuance  of 
may  be  plead-  this  act,  or  in  relation  to  the  matters  therein  contained,  the 
defendant  or  defendants  shall  or  may,  at  his  or  their  elec- 
tion, plead  specially  or  the  general  issue,  and  give  this 
act  and  the  special  matter  in  evidence  at  any  trial,  and  that 
the  same  was  done  in  pursuance  and  under  the  authority  of 


Treble  costs 


Action  to  be 
commenced 
within  one 
year. 


ed. 
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this  act ;  and  in  case  the  jury  shall  find  a  verdict  for  the 
defendant  or  defendants,  or  if  the  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs 
shall  be  nonsuited,  or  discontinue  his,  her,  or  their  action 
or  suit,  after  the  defendant  or  defendants  shall  have  ap- 
peared, or  upon  any  demurrer,  judgment  shall  be  given 
against  the  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs,  then  and  in  every  such 
case  the  defendant  or  defendants  shall  recover  double  costs,  DoubIe  c09ts- 
and  have  such  remedy  for  recovering  the  same  as  any  de- 
fendants hath  or  have  in  other  cases  by  law. 


SCOTLAND. 


50  Anna  Reginje,  Cap.  8.  S.  12. 

Act  settling  the  Manner  of  electing  the  Sixteen  Peers  and 

Forty-five  Members,  to  represent  Scotland  in   the  Par- 

.    liament  of  Great  Britain.  A.  D.  1706. 

Our  sovereign  lady  consideiing,  that  by  the  twenty- Act  settling 
second  article  of  the  treaty  of  union,  as  the  same  is  rati-  *^e  Xnull{[ieof 
fied  by  an  act  passed  in  this  session  of  parliament,  upon  representa-6 
the  sixteenth  of  January  last,  it  is  provided,  That  by  {JJJJ rf  Scot* 
virtue  of  the  said  treaty  of  the  peers  of  Scotland,  at  the  Tenor  of  the 
time  of  the  union,  sixteen  shall  be  the  number  to  sit  and  act. 
-vote  in  the  iiouse  of  lords,  and  forty-five  the  number  of 
the  representatives  of  Scotland,  in  the  house  of  commons 
of  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  and  that  the  said  six- 
teen peers  and  forty-five  members  in  the  house  of  commons, 
be  named  and  chosen  in  such  manner,  as  by  a  subsequent 
act  in  this  present  session  of  parliament  in  Scotland  shall 
be  settled ;  which  act  is  thereby  declared  to  be  as  valid  as 
if  it  were  a  part  of,  and  ingrossed  in,  the  said  treaty : 
therefore,  her  majesty,  with  advice  and  consent  of  the 
estates  of  parliament,  statutes,  enacts  and  ordains,  That  How  tbe  six. 
the  said  sixteen  peers,  who  shall  have  right  to  sit  in  the  teen  peer* 
bouse  of  peers,  in  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  on  the  jj*11  **  elec*' 
part  of  Scotland,  by  virtue  of  this  treaty,  shall  be  named 
by  the  said  peers  of  Scotland,  whom  they  represent,  their 
heirs  or  successors  to  their  dignities  and  honours,  out  of 

.  their  own  number,  and  that  by  open  election,  and  plurality 
of  voices  of  the  peers  present,  and  of  the  proxies  for  such 
as  shall  be  absent,  the  said  proxies  being  peers,  and  pro- 
ducing a  mandate  in  writing,  duly  signed  before  witnesses, 
and  both  the  constituent  and  proxy  being  qualified  accord- 
ing to  law  ;  declaring  also.  That  such  peers  as  are  absent, 

.  being  qualified  as  aforesaid,  may  send  to  all  such  meet- 
ings lists  of  the  peers  whom  they  judge  fittest,  validly 
signed  by  the  said  absent  peers,  which  shall  be  reckoned 
in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  parties  had  been  present,  and 
given  in  the  said  list ;  and,  in  case  of  the  death,  or  legal 
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incapacity  of  any  of  the  said  sixteen  peers,  that  the  afore- 
said peers  of  Scotland  shall  nominate  another  of  their  own 
number  in  place  of  the  said  peer  or  peers,  in  manner  before 
And  ai*>  the  »Jid  a^er  mentioned ;  and,  that  of  the  said  forty-fire  repre- 
forty-five  re-  gentatives  of  Scotland  in  the  house  of  commons,  in  thepar- 
vmmmms.  U9ment  of  Great  Britain,  thirty  shall  be  chosen  by  the 
shires  or  stewartries,  and  fifteen  by  the  royal  boroughs,  as 
follows,  viz.  one  for  every  shire  and  stewartry,  excepting 
the  shires  of  Bute  and  Caithness,  which  shall  choose  one 
by  turns,  Bute  having  the  first  election ;  the  shires  of  Nairn 
and  Cromarty,  which  shall  also  choose  by  turns,  Nairn 
having  the  first  election ;  and  in  like  manner  the  shires  of 
Clackmannan  and  Kinross  shall  choose  by  turns,  Clack* 
mannan  having  the  first  election.  And  in  case  of  the  death, 
or  legal  incapacity  of  any  of  the  said  members,  from  the 
respective  shires  or  stewartries  above-mentioned,  to  sit  in 
the  house  of  commons,  it  is  enacted  and  ordained,  That 
the  shire  or  stewartry  who  elected  the  said  member  shall 
elect  another  member  in  his  places  and  that  the  said  fifteen 
representatives  for  the  royal  boroughs  be  chosen  as  follows, 
viz.  That  the  town  of  Edinburgh  shall  have  right  to. elect 
and  send  one  member  to  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain ; 
and  that  each  of  the  other  burghs  shall  elect  a  commissioner 
in  the  same  manner  as  they  are  now  in  use  to  elect  com- 
missioners to  the  parliament  of  Scotland ;  which  commis* 
sioners  and  burghs,  (Edinburgh  excepted)  being  divided 
in  fourteen  classes  or  districts,  shall  meet  at  such  time  and 
burghs,  within  their  respective  districts,  as  her  majesty,  her 
heirs  qr  successors,  shall  appoint,  and  elect  one  for  each 
district,  viz.  the  burghs  of  Kirkwall,  Wick,  Dornork, 
Dingwall,  and  Tayne,  one ;  the  burghs  of  Fortrose,  Inver- 
ness, Nairne,  and  Forress,  one;  the  burghs  of  Elgin, 
Cullen,  Bamff,  Inverury,  and  Klntore,  one ;  the  burghs  of 
Aberdeen,  Inverbervy,  Montrose,  Aberbrothock,  and  Bro- 
chine,  one ;  the  burghs  of  Forfar,  Perth,  Dundee,  Coupar, 
and  St.  Andrew's,  one ;  the  burghs  of  Crail,  Kilrennie, 
Anstruther  Easter,  Anstruther  Wester,  and  Pittenweem, 
one ;  the  burghs  of  Dysart,  Kirkcaldie,  Kinghora,  and 
Bruntisland,  one ;  the  burghs  of  Innerkithen,  Dunferm- 
line, Queensferry,  Culross,  and  Stirling,  one ;  the  burghs 
of  Glasgow,  Renfrew,  Ruglen,  and  Dumbarton,  one;  the 
burghs  of  Haddington,  Dunbar,  North  Berwick,  Law* 
der,  and  Jedburgh,  one  ;  the  burghs  of  Selkirk,  Peebles, 
Linlithgow,  and  Lanerk,  one ;  the  burghs  of  Dumfries, 
Sanquhar,  Annan,  Lockmaben,  and  Kirkudbright,  one; 
the  burghs  of  Wigtoun,  New-galloway,  Stranraver,  and 
Whitehern,  one  ;  and  the  burghs  of  Air,  Irvine,  Rothesay, 
Campbletoun,  and  Inverary,  one.  And  it  is  hereby  de- 
clared and  ordained,  That  where  the  votes  of  the  commis- 
sioners for  the  said  burghs  met  to  choose  representative* 
from  the  several  districts  to  the  parliament  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, shall  be  equal,  in  that  case  the  president  of  the*  meet- 
ing shall  have  a  casting  or  decisive  vote,  and  that  by  and 
according  to  his  vote  as  a  commissioner  from  the  burgh  from 
which  he  is  sent ;  the  commissioner  from  the  eldest  bmrgh 
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presiding  in  the  first  meeting,  and  the  commissioners  from 
the  other  burghs,  in  their  respective  districts,  presiding 
afterwards,  by  tarns,  in  the  order  as  the  said  bnrghs  are 
now  called  in  rolls  of  the  parliament  of  Scotland ;  and  in 
case  that  any  of  the  said  fifteen  commissioners  from. the 
burghs  shall  decease,  or  become  legally  incapable  to  sit' in 
the  house  of  commons,  then  the  town  of  Edinburgh,  or  the 
district  which  choosed  the  said  member,  shall  elect  k  mem- 
ber in  his  or  their  place.  It  is  always  hereby  expressly 
provided  and  declared,  That  none  shall  be  capable  to  elect, 
or  be  elected,  for  any  of  the  said  estates,  but  such  as  are 
twenty-one  years  of  age  complete,  and  protectant,  exclud- 
ing all  papists,  or  such,  who  being  suspect  of  popery, 
and  required,  refuse  to  swear  and  subscribe  the  formula, 
contained  in  the  third  act  made  in  the  eighth  and  ninth 
sessions  of  king  William's  parliament,  intituled,  '  An  act 
for  preventing  the  growth  of  popery :'  and  also  declaring, 
That  none  shall  be  capable  to  elect,  cr  be  elected,  to  re- 
present a  shire  or  burgh  in  the  parliament  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, for  this  part  of  the  united  kingdom,  except  such  aa 
are  now  capable,  by  the  laws  of  this  kingdom,  to  elect,  oz 
be-  elected,  as-  commissioners  for  shires  or  burghs  to  the 
parliament  of  Scotland.  And  further,  her  majesty,  with 
advice  and  consent  aforesaid,  for  the  effectual  and  orderly 
election  of  the  persons  to  be  chosen  to  sit,  vote,  and  serve, 
.in  the  respective  houses  of  the  parliament  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, when  her  majesty,  her  heirs,  and  successors,  shall 
declare  her  or  their  pleasure  for  holding  the  first,  or  any 
subsequent  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  and  when,  for 
that  effect,  a  writ  shall  be  issued  out  under  the  great  seal 
of  the  united  kingdom,  directed  to  the  privy  council  of 
Scotland,  conform  to  the.  said  twenty-second  article,  sta- 
tutes, enacts,  and  ordains,  That*  until  the  parliament  of 
Great  Britain  shall  make  further  provision  therein,  the  said 
writ  shall  contain  a  warrant  and  command  to  the  said  privy 
council  to  issue  out  the  proclamation  in  her  majesty's  name, 
.requiring  the  peers  of  Scotland  for  the  time,  to  meet  and 
assemble  at  such  time  and  place,  within  Scotland,  as  her 
majesty  and  royal  successors  shall  think  fit,  to  make  elec- 
tion of  the  said  sixteen  peers,  and  requiring  the  lord  clerk 
register,  or  two  of  the  clerks  of  session,  to  attend  all  such 
meetings,  and  to  administer  the  oaths  that  are  or  shall  be 
by  law  required,  and  to  ask  the  votes,  and  having  made  up 
the  lists  in  presence  of  the  meeting,  to  return  the  names  of 
the  sixteen  peers  chosen  (certified  under  the  subscription  of 
the  said  lord  clerk  register,  clerk,  or  clerks  of  session 
attending)  to  the  clerk  of  the  privy  council  of  Scotland;  10 Geo. 2. c.ik 
and  in  like  manner  requiring  and  ordaining  the  several 
freeholders  in  the  respective  shires  and  stewartries,  to 
meet  and  convene  at  the  head  burghs  of  their  several  shires 
and  stewartries,  to  elect  their  commissioners  conform  to 
the  order  above  set  down ;  and  ordaining  the  clerks  of  the 
£aid  meetings  immediately  after. the  said  elections  are 
over,  respectively,  to  return  the  names  of  the  persons 


CCCXXXii       SCOTLAND;]  6  ANNA,  0AP.  6.  [aPPBKDII. 

elected  to  the  clerks  of  the  privy  council;  and  lastty  or- 
daining the  city  of  Edinburgh  to  elect  their  commissioner, 
and  the  other  royal  boroughs  to  elect,  each  of  them  a  com- 
missioner, as  they  have  been  in  use  to  elect  commissioners 
to  the  parliament,  and  to  send  the  said  respective  conuai*. 
sioners,  at  such  times,  to  such  burghs,  within  their  respec- 
tive districts,  as  her  majesty  and  successors,  by  such  pro- 
clamation, shall  appoint,  requiring  and  ordaining  the  com- 
mon clerk  of  the  respective  burghs  where  such  election 
shall  be  appointed  to  be  made,  to  attend  the  said  meetings, 
and  immediately  after  the  election,  to  return  the  name  of 
the  person  so  elected,  (certified  under  his  hand,)  to  the 
clerk  of  privy  council,  to  the  end  that  the  names  of  the 
sixteen  peers,  thirty  commissioners  for  shires,  and  fifteen 
commissioners  for  burghs,  being  so  returned  to  the  privy 
council,  may  be  returned  to  the  court  from  whence  the  writ 
did  issue  under  the  great  seal  of  the  united  kingdom,  con- 
form to  the  said  twenty-second  article :  And  whereas,  by 
the  said  twenty-second  article  it  is  agreed,  That  if  her 
majesty  shall,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  May  next,  de- 
clare that  it  is  expedient  the  lords  and  commons  of  the  pre- 
sent parliament  of  England,  should  be  the  members  of  the 
respective  houses  of  the  first  parliament  of  Great  Britain, 
for  and  on  the  part  of  England,  they  shall  accordingly  be 
the  members  of  the  said  respective  houses,  for  and  on  the 
^artof  England;  her  majesty,  with  advice  and  consent 
aforesaid,  in  that  case  only,  doth  hereby  statute  and  ordain, 
that  the  sixteen  peers  and  forty-five  commissioners  for 
shires  and  burghs,  who  shall  be  chosen  by  the  peers, 
barons,  and  burghs,  respectively,  in  this  present  session  of 
parliament,  and  out  of  the  members  thereof,  in  the  same 
»  manner  as  committees  of  parliament    are    usually  now 

chosen,  shall  be  the  members  of  the  respective  houses  of 
the  said  first  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  for  and  on  the 
part  of  Scotland,  which  nomination  and  election  being 
certified  by  a  writ  under  the  lord  clerk  register's  hand, 
the  person  so  nominated  and  elected,  snail  have  right  to 
sit  and  vote  in  the  house  ef  lords,  and  in  the  house  of  com- 
mons, of  the  said  first  parliament  of  Great  Britain. 


Anno  6°  Anna  Rsginje,  Cap.  6. 

An  Act  for  rendering  the  Union  of  the  Two  Kingdoms  more 

entire  and  complete,  A.  D.  1707. 

5.  And  for  the  more  Uniform  and  express  method  of  elect- 
ing and  returning  members  of  parliament,  be  it  likewise 
further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  when  any 
parliament  shall,  at  any  time  hereafter,  be  summoned  or 
called,  the  forty-five  representatives  of  Scotland  in  the  house 
in  vhat  man-  of  commons  of  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  shall  be 
five^epresen-  elected  and  chosen  by  authority  of  the  queen's  writs  under 
tetive«  of  scot,  the  great  seal  of  Great  Britain,  directed  to  the  several 
«f«cted.         sheriffs  and  Stewarts  of  the  respective  shires  and  stewaxtries ; 
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and  the  said  several  sheriffs  and  Stewarts  shall,  on  receipt 
of  such  receipts,  forthwith  give  notice  of  the  time  of  election 
for  the  knights  or  commissioners  for  their  respective,  ehires 
or  stewartries,  and  at  such  time  of  election  the  several  free* 
holders  in  the  respective  shires  and  stewartries  shall  meet 
and  convene  at  the  head  burghs  of  their  several  shires  und 
stewartries,  and  proceed  to  the  election  of  their  respective 
commissioners  or  knights  for  the  shire  or  stewartry;  and 
the  clerks  of  the  .said  meetings, 'immediately  after  the  said 
elections  are  over,  shall  respectively  return  the  names  of 
the  persons  elected,  to  the  sheriff  or  Stewart  of  the  shire  or  - 
stewartry,  who  shall  annex  it  to  his  writ,  and  return  it  with 
the  same  into  the  court  out  of  which  the  writ  issued :  and  as  ' 
to  the  manner  of  election  of  the  fifteen  representatives  of  the  . 
royal  boroughs,  the  sheriff  of  the  shire  of  Edinburgh  shall, 
on  the  receipt  of  the  writ  directed  to  him,  forthwith  direct 
his  precept  to  the  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  to  cause  a 
burgess  to  be  elected  for  that  city;  and  on  receipt  of  such 
precept,  the  city  of  Edinburgh  shall  elect  their  member,  and 
their  common  clerk  shall  certify  his  name  to  .the  sheriff  of 
Edinburgh,  who  shall  annex  it  to  his  writ,  ane]  return  it 
with  the  same  into  the  court  from  whence  the  writ  issuec?; 
and  4is  to  the  .other  royal  burghs,  divided  into  fourteen 
classes  or  districts,  the  sheriffs  or  Stewarts  of  the  several 
shires  and  stewartries,  shall,  on  the  receipt  of  their  several 
writs,  forthwith  direct  their  several  precepts  to  every  royal 
borough  within  their  respective  shires  or  stewartries,  reciting 
therein  the  contents  of  the  writ,  and  the  date  thereof,  and 
commanding  them  forthwith  to  elect  each  of  them  a  com- 
missioner, as  they  used  formerly  to  elect  commissioners  to 
the  parliament  of  Scotland,  and  to  order  the  said  respective 
commissioners,  to  meet  at  the  presiding  borough  of  their  re- 
spective district  (naming  the  said  presiding  borough,)  upon 
the  thirtieth  day  after  the  day  of  the  test  of  the  writ,  unless 
it  be  upon  the  Lord's  day,  commonly  called  Sunday,  and 
then  >the  next  day  after,  and  then  to  choose  their  burgess 
for  the  parliament ;  and  the  common  clerk  of.  the  then  pre- 
siding borough  shall,  immediately  after  the  election,  return 
the  name  of  the  person  so  elected,«to  the  sheriff  or  Stewart 
of  the  shire  or  stewartry  wherein  such  presiding  borough 
is,  who  shall  annex  it  to  his  writ,  and  return  it  with  the 
^ame  into  the  court  from  whence  the  writ  issued:  and  in  How  vacan- 
case  a  vacancy  shall  happen  in  time  of  parliament,  by  the  SJP'a,  tSSfJJf 
decease  or  legal  incapacity  of  any  member,  a  new  membei  parliament, 
shall-  be  elected  in  his  room,  conformable  to  the  method  $82.  **  50f>v 
herein-befere  appointed;  and  in  oase  such  vacancy  be  of  a 
representative  for  any  one  of  the  said  fourteen   classes 
or  districts  of  the  said  royal  boroughs,  that  borough  which 
presided  at  the  election  of  the  deceased  or  disabled  member,  shire,  or  stew- 
shall  be  the  presiding  borough  at  such  new  election.  *roV  &e.  not 
6.  Provided  always,  That  upon  the  issuing  of  writs  of  todStfte'S 
summons  fot  the  electing  of  a  parliament,  if  any  shire  omitted  oat  of 
or  stewartry  wherein  a  royal  borough  is,  hath  not  then  &,  £ rjfcjn&c* 
a  turn,  or  right  to  elect  a  commissioner,  or  knight  of  the  c«  6.  &  i  o!  i. 
shire  or  stewartry  for  that  parliament,  that  then  it  shall  be  l.  &  c*  **' 
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omitted  out  of  the  writ  directed  to  such  sheriff  or  Stewart, 
to  cause  a  knight,  or  commissioner  for  that  shire  or  stewartry 
to  be  elected  for  that  parliament. 


,        *  Anno  6°  Anna  Reginjs,  Cap.  23. 

An  Act  to  make  further  Provision  for  electing  and  summoning 
Sixteen  Peers  of  Scotland,  to  sit  in  the  House  of  Peers  in 
the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  and  for  trying  Peers  for 
Offences  committed  in  Scotland  ;  and  for  the  further  regu- 
lating of  Voters  in  Election  of  Members  to  serve  in  Parlia- 
ment. *  A.  D.  1707. 

5  Ann*,  c.  8.  *  Whereas,  by  the  two  and  twentieth  article  of  the  treaty 
of  union,  for  uniting  the  two  kingdoms  of  England  and 
Scotland,  ratified  and  confirmed  by  the  respective  parlia- 
ments of  each  kingdom,  it  was  amongst  other  things  pro- 
vided. That  when  her  majesty,  her  heirs  or  successors, 
should  declare  their  pleasure  for  holding  the  first,  or  any 
subsequent  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  until  the  parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain  should  make  further  provision  there- 
in, writs  should  issue  under  the  great  seal  of  the  united 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  directed  to  the  privy  council  of 
Scotland,  commanding  them  to  cause  sixteen  peers,  who 
were  to  sit  in  the  house  of  lords,  to  be  summoned  to  parlia- 
ment, in  such  manner  as  by  an  act  of  the  then  present  ses- 
sion of  parliament  of  Scotland  was  or  should  be  settled;  in 
which  session  of  the  parliament  in  Scotland  an  act  was  ac- 
cordingly passed  for  that  purpose,  intituled,  'An  act  settling 
the  manner  of  electing  the  sixteen  peers,  and  forty-five 
members  to  represent  Scotland  in  the  parliament  of  Great 
Britain/  which  act  was  afterwards  confirmed  by  the  parlia- 
ment of  England,  and  declared  to  be  as  valid  as  if  the  same 
had  been  part  of,  and  ingrossed  in,  the  said  articles  of  union; 
by  which  act  it  is,  amongst  other  things  provided  and  en-, 
acted,  That  the  sixteen  peers  who  should  have  a  right  to  sit 
in  the  house  of  peers  in  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  on 
the  part  of  Scotland,  by  virtue  of  the  said  treaty,  should  be 
named  by  the  said  peers  of  Scotland,  whom  they  represent, 
their  heirs  or  successors,  to.  their  dignities  and  honours,  out 
of  their  own  n amber,  and  that  by  open  election  and  plu- 
rality of  voices  of  the  peers  present,  and  of  the  proxies 
for  such  as  should  be  absent,  the  said  proxies  being  peers, 
and  producing  a  mandate  in  writing  duly  signed  before 
witnesses,  and  both  the  constituent  and  proxy  being  quali- 
fied according  to  law;  and  that  such  peers  as  were  ab- 
sent being  qualified  as  aforesaid,  might  send  to  all  such 
meetings  a  list  of  the  peers  whom  they  judged  fittest,  valid- 
ly signed  by  the  said  absent  peers,  which  should  be  reck- 
oned in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  parties  had  been  present 
and  given  in  the  said  list;  and  in  case  of  the  death  or  legal 
incapacity  of  any  of  the  said  sixteen  peers,  that  the  aforesaid 
peers  of  Scotland  should  nominate  another  of  their  own 
number  in  place  of  the  said  peer  or  peers,  in  manner  as 
therein  is  mentioned ;  and  it  was  thereby  farther  enacted, 
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That  until  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  should  make 
further  provision  therein,  the  said  writs  so  to  be  issued 
should  contain  a  warrant  and  command,  to  command  the 
said  privy  council  to  issue  out  a  proclamation  in  her  ma- 
jesty's name,  requiring  the  peers  of  Scotland  for  the  time, 
to  meet  and  assemble  at  such  time  and  place  within  Scot- 
land, as  her  majesty  and  her  royal  successors  should  think 
fit,  to  make  election  of  the  said  sixteen  peers,  and  requiring 
the  lord  clerk  register,  or  two  of  the  clerks  of  session,  to 
attend  all  such  meetings,  and  to  administer  the  oaths  as 
were,  or  should  be,  by  law  required,  and  to  ask  the  votes,  and 
having  made  up  the  list  in  presence  of  the  meeting,  to  return 
the  names  of  the  sixteen  peers  chosen,  certified  under  the  sub- 
scription of  the  said  lord  clerk  register,  clerk,  or  clerks  of  ses- 
sion, attending,  to  the  clerk  of  the  privy  council  of  Scotland, 
to  the  end  that  the  names  of  the  sixteen  peers  being  so  re- 
turned to  the  privy  cduncil  might  be  returned  to  the  court 
from  whence  the  writ  did  issue,  under  the  great  seal  of  the 
united  kingdom,  conform  to  the  said  twenty-second  article^ 
and  whereas  by  an  act  of  this  present  session,  intituled, 
*  An  act  for  rendering  the  union  of  the  two  kingdoms  more  6  Anns,  c.  6. 
entire  and  complete/  it  is  declared  and  enacted,That  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  May,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eight,  the  privy  council  of  Scotland  shall  cease  and  deter- 
mine, whereby  it  is  become  necessary  that  some  further  pro- 
vision should  be  made  for  the  electing  and  returning  the 
said  sixteen  peers,  that  are  to  sit  in  the  house  of  peers  in 
the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  pursuant  to  the  said  treaty : 
be  it  therefore  enacted,  &c.  That  at  all  times  hereafter,  when 
her  majesty,  her  heirs,  and  successors,  shall  declare  her  or 
their  pleasure  for  summoning  and  holding  any  parliament 
of  Great  Britain,  in  order,  to  the  electing  and  summoning 
the  sixteen  peers  of  Scotland,  a  proclamation  shall  be  issued  Proclamation 
under  the  great  seal  of  Great  Britain,  commanding  all  the  ftSaSTi101, 
peers  of  Scotland  to  assemble  and  meet  at  Edinburgh,  or  peers  ot  Scot- 
in  such  other  place  in  Scotland,  and  at  such  time  as  shall  tK^i£££t 
be  appointed  in  the  said  proclamation,  to  elect,  by  open  of  Great  Bri- 
election,  the  sixteen  peers  to  sit  and  vote  in  the  house  of tmu' 
peers  in  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  in  such  manner  as 
by  the  before-recited  act  and  herein-after  is  appointed. 

2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  if'^^JjiS1 
That  every  proclamation  issued,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  &c.  a?  days' 
shall  be  duly  published  at  the  market  cross  at  Edinburgh,  btf™*  elec- 
and  in  all  the  county  towns  of  Scotland,  five  and  twenty 

days  at  the  least  before  the  time  thereby  appointed  for  the 
meeting  of  the  peers  to  proceed  to  such  election. 

3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  ^5»e?ttofak" 
That  all  the  peers  who  meet  on  such  proclamation,  shall,  the  oaths, 
before  they  proceed  to  the  election,  and  in  the  presence  of 

the  peers  assembled  for  such  election,  take  the  respective 
oaths,  videlicet: 

i  I,  A.  B.,  do  sincerely  promise  and  swear,  that  I  will  °fttb9, 
be  faithful,  and  bear  true  allegiance  to  her  majesty  queen 
Anne.  '  So  help  me  God.' 

*  I,  A,  B.  do  swear,  that  I  do  from  my  heart  abhor,  de- 
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test,  and  abjure,  as  impious  and  heretical,  that  damnable 
doctrine  and  position,  that  princes  excommunicated  or  de- 
prived by  the  pope,  or  any  authority  of  the  see  of  Rome, 
may  be  deposed  or  murdered  by  their  subjects  or  any  other 
whatsoever :  and  I  do  declare,  that  no  foreign  prince,  per- 
son, prelate,  state,  or  potentate,  hath  or  ought  to  have  any 
jurisdiction,  power,  superiority,  pre-eminence,  or  autho- 
rity, ecclesiastical  or  spiritual  within  this  realm. 

'  So  help  me  God/ 

And  subscribe      And  shall  also  make,  repeat,  and  subscribe  the  de- 

ttedeciara-     claratioll  following,  videlicet 

1 1,  A.  23.,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely,  in  the  presence  of 
God,  profess,  testify,  and  declare,  that  I  do  believe,  that  in 
the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  supper,  there  is  not  any  tran- 
substantiation  of  the  elements  of  bread  and  wine  into  the 
body  and  blood  of  Christ,  at  or  after  the  consecration  there- 
of by  any  person  whatsoever,  and  that  the  invocation  or 
adoration  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  or  any  other  saint,  and  the 
sacrifice  of  the  mass,  as  they  are  now  used  in  the  church 
of  Rome,  are  superstitious  and  idolatrous.  And  I  do  so- 
lemnly, in  the  presence  of  God,  profess,  testify,  and  de- 
clare, that  I  do  make  this  declaration,  and  every  part 
thereof,  in  the  plain  and  ordinary  sense  of  the  words  read 
unto  me,  as  they  are  commonly  understood  by  English  pro* 
testants,  without  any  evasion,  equivocation,  or  mental  re- 
servation whatsoever,  and  without  any  dispensation  al- 
ready granted  me  for  this  purpose  by  the  pope,  or  any 
other  authority  or  person,  or  without  any  hope  of  any  such 
dispensation  from  any  person  or  authority  whatsoever,  or 
without  thinking  that  1  am,  or  can  be,  acquitted  before  God 
or  man,  or  absolved  of  this  declaration,  or  any  part  thereof, 
although  the  pope,  or  any  other  person  or  persons,  or 
power  whatsoever,  should  dispense  with  or  annul  the 
same,  or  declare  that  it  was  null  and  void  from  the  begin- 
ning.' 

And.aiso  take     And  also  take  and  subscribe  the  oath  following,  ri- 

oaeth!°aowing  delicet: 

'  I,  A.  B.,  do  truly  and  sincerely  acknowledge,  profess, 
testify,  and  declare,  in  my  conscience  before  God  and  the 
world,  that  oar  sovereign  lady  queen  Anne  is  lawful  and 
rightful  queen  of  this  realm,  and  of  all  other  her  majes- 
ty's dominions  and  countries  thereunto  belonging  :  and  t 
do  solemnly  and  sincerely  declare,  that  I  do  believe  in  my 
conscience,  the.  person  pretended  to  be  prince  of  Wales 
during  the  life  of  the  late  king  James,  and,  since  his  de- 
cease, pretending  to  be,  and"  taking  upon  himself  the  stile 
and  title  of  king  of  England,  by  the  name  of  James  the 
third,  or  of  Scotland  by  the  name  of  James  the  eighth,  or 
the  stile  and  title  of  king  of  Great  Britain,  hath  not  any 
right  or  title  whatsoever  to  the  crown  of  this  realm,  or  any 
other  the  dominions  thereunto  belonging,  and  I  do  re- 
nounce, .refuse,  and  abjure  any  allegiance  or  obedience  to 
him:  and  I  do  swear,  that  I  will  bear  faith  and  true  alle- 
giance to  her  majesty  queen  Anne,  and  her  will  defend,  to 
the  utmost  of  my  power,  against  all  traitorous  conspi- 
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racies  and  attempts  whatsoever,    which  shall  be  made 
against  her  person,  crown,  or  dignity :  and  I  will  do  my 
utmost  endeavour  to  disclose  and  make  known  to  her  ma- 
jesty and  her  successors,  all  treasons,  traitorous  conspi- 
racies, which  I  shall  know  to  be  against  her  or  any  of 
them :  and  I  do  faithfully  promise,  to  the  utmost  of  my 
power,  to  support,  maintain,  and  defend  the  succession  of 
the  crown  against  him  the  said  James,  and  all  other  per-  Altered  by  j. 
sons  whatsoever,  as  the  same  is  and  stands  settled  by  an  Geo.  1.  c  13. 
act,  intituled, '  An  act,  declaring  the  rights  and  liberties  £^*^2&i32" 
of  the  subject,  and  settling  the  succession  of  the  crown  to  w.  3.C.2. 
her  present  majesty,  and  the  heirs  of  her  body,  being  pro- 
tectants ;'  and  as  the  same  by  one  other  act,  intituled, '  An 
act  for^the  further  limitation  of  the  crown,  and  better  se- 
curing the  right  and  liberties  of  the  subject/  is  and  stands 
settled  and  entailed  after  the  decease  of  her  majesty,  and 
for  default  of  issue  of  her  majesty,  to  the  princess  Sophia, 
electress  and  duchess  dowager  of  Hanover,  and  the  heirs 
of  her  body,  being  protestants :  and  all  these  things  I  do 
plainly  and  sincerely  acknowledge  and  swear,  according 
to  these  express  words  by  me  spoken,  and  according  to 
the  plain  and  common  sense  and  understanding  of  the 
same  words,  without  any  equivocation,  mental  evasion,  or 
secret  reservation  whatsoever.     And  I  do  make  this  recog- 
nition,   acknowledgment,    abjuration,    renunciation,    and 
promise,  heartily,  willingly,  and  truly,  upon  the  true  faith 
of  a  Christian.  '  So  help  me  God.' 

4.  And  that  such  peers  that  live  in  Scotland,  but  shall  How  peers 
not  be  present  at  such  meeting  so  appointed,  may  take  the  }™s  j.n^JP*- 
said  oaths,  and  make  and  subscribe  the  said  declaration  in  inginEng*" 
any  sheriff's  court  in  Scotland  ;  and  every  sheriff,  or  his  JjJJt  at  eieS"" 
deputy,  before  whom  such  oaths  and  such  declaration  shall  tion,  may  take 
be  so  made,  subscribed,  and  repeated,  shall  and  is  hereby  the  oaths'  &c- 
required  to  return  the  original  subscription  of  such  oath 
and  declaration,  signed  by  the  peer  who  took  the  same, 
and  make  a  return  in  writing  under  his  hand  and  seal,  to 
the  peers  so  assembled,  of  such  peers  taking  the  said  oaths, 
and  making  and  subscribing  the  said  oath  and  declaration, 
and  such  peer  shall  be  thereby  enabled  and  qualified  to  and  be  there- 
make  a  proxy,  or  to  send  a  signed  list,  containing  the  by  qualified  to 
names  of  sixteen  peers  of  Scotland,  for  whom  he  giveth  his  &?. e  a  proxy' 
vote,  and  such  of  the  peers  of  Scotland  as  at  the  time  of 
issuing  such  proclamation  reside  in  England,  may  take 
and  subscribe  the  said  oaths,  and  make,  repeat,  and  sub- 
scribe the  said  declaration,  in  her  majesty's  high  court  of 
chancery  in  England,  her  majesty's  court  of  queen's  bench, 
common  pleas,  or  court  of  exchequer  in  England,  which 
being  certified  by  writ,  to  the  peers  in  Scotland  at  their 
meeting,  under  the   seal  of  the  court  where  such  oath 
and  declaration  shall  be  made,  repeated,  and  subscribed, 
shall  be  sufficient  to  entitle,  such  peer  to  make  his  proxy 
and  to  send  a  signed  list  as  aforesaid ;  and  in  case  any  of 
the  said  peers  of  Scotland,  who,  at  any  time  before  the  is- 
aning  of  such  proclamation,  have  taken  the  said  oaths  and 
made  and  subscribed  the  said  declaration  in  England  or 
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Scotland,  to  be  certified  as  aforesaid,  and  if  taken  in  parlia- 
ment, to  be  certified  under  the  great  seal  of  Great  Britain, 
shall,  at  the  time  of  issuing  such  proclamation,  be  absent  in 
the  service  of  her  majesty,  her  heirs,  or  successors,  such 
peer  may  make  his  proxy,  or  send  a  signed  list. 

6.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  That  such  peers  of  Scotland,  as  are  also  peers  of 
England,  shall  sign  their  proxies  and  lists  by  the  title  of 
their  peerage  in  Scotland: 

6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  no  peer  shall  be  capable  of  having  more  than  two 
proxies  at  one  time 

7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  at  such  meeting  of  the  peers,  they  shall  all  give  in  the 
names  of  the  persons  by  them  nominated  to  sit  and  vote  in 
the  house  of  peers  in  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  and 
the  lord  clerk  register,  or  two  of  the  principal  clerks  of  the 
session  appointed  by  him  to  officiate  in  his  name,  shall,  after 
the  election  is  made  and  duly  examined,  certify  the  namea 
of  the  sixteen  peers  so  elected,  and  sign  and  attest  the  same 
in  the  presence  of  the  peers,  which  certificate,  so  signed 
and  attested,  shall,  by  the  lord  clerk  register,  or  two  of  the 
principal  clerks  of  the  session,  be  returned  into  her  majesty's 
high  court  of  chancery  of  Great  Britain,  before  the  time 
appointed  for  the  meeting  of  the  parliament.  * 

8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  peers  shall  come  to  such  meetings  with  their  or- 
dinary attendants  only,  according  to,  and  under  the  seve- 
ral penalties  inflicted  by,  the  several  laws  and  statutes  now 
in  force  in  Scotland,  which  prescribe  and  direct %with  what 
number  and  attendants  the  subjects  there  may  repair  to  the 
public  courts  of  justice. 

9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  peers  so  assembled  and 
met  together,  for  the  electing  sixteen  peers  to  sit  and  vote 
in  the  house  of  peers  in  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  to 
act,  propose,  debate,  or  treat  of  any  other  matter  or  thing 
whatsoever,  except  only  the  election  of  the  said  sixteen 
peers,  and  that  every  peer  who  shall,  at  such  meeting,  pre- 
sume to  propose,  debate,  or  treat  of  any  other  matter  or 
thing,  contrary  to  the  direction  of  this  act,  shall  incur  the 
penalty  of  premunife,  expressed  in  the  statute  of  the  six- 
teenth  year  of  king  Richard  the  Second. 

10.  And  be  it  further  declared,  by  the  authority  afore* 
said,  That  all  and  every  matter  and  things  for,  or  concern- 
ing the  election  of  sixteen  peers  of  Scotland,  to  sit  and  vote 
in  the  house  of  peers  in  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain, 
directed  and  appointed  to  be  observed  and  done  by  the 
articles  of  union,  and  the  said  recited  act  of  parliament  w 
Scotland,  intituled, '  An  act  settling  the  manner  of  electing 
the  sixteen  peers  and  forty-five  members  to  represent  Scot- 
land in  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain/  which  act,  by  an 
act  of  parliament  in  England,  in  the  fifth  year  of  her  ^ma- 
jesty's reign,  intituled,  '  An  act  for  the  union  of  the  two 
kingdoms  of  England  and  Scotland/,  was  declared  to  be  aa 
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valid  as  if  the  mm  had  been  part  of,  and  ingrossed  in,  the 
articles  of  onion  thereby  ratified  and  improTed,  shall  be 
observed  and  performed,  except  only  wherein  this  act  has  Exception. 
farther  declared  and  provided'. 

11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  d2^3Tor>fiis- 
That  in  case  any  of  the  sixteen  peers  so  chosen  shall  die,  ability  of  peer 
or  become  otherwise  legally  disabled  to  sit  in  the  house  of  Jj^ftoS'to 
peers  of  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  that  her  majesty,  her  issue  for  eiect- 
heirs,  and  successors,  shall  forthwith,  after  such  death  or in*  another- 
disability,  issue  a  proclamation  under  the  great  seal  of 

Great  Britain,  for  electing  another  peer  of  Scotland,  to  sit 
in  the  bouse  of  peers  of  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  fat 
the  room  of  such  peer  deceased,  or  otherwise  legally  dis- 
abled; which  proclamation  shall  be  published  at  such  time, 
aad  places  as  is  herein  enacted,  touching  proclamation 
issued  upon  summoning  a  parliament  of  Great  Britain ;  and 
the  peers  of  Scotland  being  qualified  as  hereby  directed, 
shall  proceed  to  elect  a  peer  of  Scotland,  to  sit  in  the  house 
of  peers  of  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  room  of 
such  peer  deceased,  or  otherwise  legally  disabled,  in  such 
manner,  and  under  such  restrictions  and  regulations,  as  are 
by  this  act  directed  to  be  observed,  upon  the  electing  six- 
teen peers  of  Scotland,  to  sit  in  the  house  of  peers  of  the 
parliament  of  Great  Britain. 

12.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  How  peers 
That  for  the  more  effectual  trial  of  any  peer  of  Great  Bri-  J^treMon"*1 
tain  that  barb  committed,  or  shall  commit,  any  high  treason,  murder,  &ic. 
petit  treason,  misprision  of  treason,  murder,  or  other  felo-  Sjjjjjjjf**  'n  * 
nfes,  in  Scotland,  commission  or  commissions  may  issue 

under  the  great  seal  of  Great  Britain,  to  be  directed  to  such 
person  and  persons  as  shall  be  therein  named,  constituting 
them,  and  such  a  number  of  them  as  shall  be  therein  men- 
tioned, justices  of  the  queen,  her  heirs,  and  successors,  to 
inquire,  by  the  oaths  of  good  and  lawful  men  of  such 
county  and  counties  of  Scotland  as  shall  be  named  therein, 
of  all  treasons,  misprisions  of  treason,  murders,  and  other 
felonies,  committed  in  such  county  by  a  peer  or  peers  of 
Great  Britain,  which  inquisition  shall  be  taken  and  made 
hi  the  same  manner  as  the  indictments  found  and  taken 
before  justices  of  oyer  and  terminer  of  any  county  of  Eng- 
land, and  shall  be  of  the  same  effect,  and  proceeded  upon 
in  the  same  method,  as  any  inquisition  found  before  justices 
of  oyer  and  terminer  in  England,  whereby  any  peer  is  in- 
dicted for  any  such  offence,  and  such  justices  shall  issue 
mandates  or  precepts  to  the  sheriffs  of  the  respective  coun- 
ties of  Scotland,  to  return  to  them,  at  such  day  and  place  as 
tbey  shall  appoint,  such  and  so  many  good  and  lawful  men 
of  the  same  county,  as  may  be  sufficient  to  inquire  of  the 
offences  aforesaid,  and  twelve  or  more  of  them  so  returned 
being  sworn,  shall  be  sufficient  to  make  such  inquiry,  and 
mid  any 'indictment;  and  if  the  sheriff  of  such  county  shall 
not  summon  a  sufficient  number  of  men  to  make  such  inqui- 
sition, the  justices  that  do  proceed  upon  such  commission, 
nay  impose  a  fine  upon  such  sheriff,  which  shall  be  levied 
by  process  out  of  the  exchequer :  and  if  any  of  the  persons 
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summoned  by  the  sheriff  to  inquire  as  aforesaid,  shall  not 
appear,  the  justices  may,  in  like  manner,  impose  a  fine  upon 
such  person  so  making  default,  to  be  levied  in  manner 
aforesaid. 
Persons  refus-     is.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
wtth^orquaker  That  every  person  who  shall  refuse  to  take  the  oath,  last 
to  make  affir-  herein-before  recited,  or,  being  a  quaker,  shall  refuse  to 
i£cap«Weof    declare' the  effect  thereof,  upon  his  solemn  affirmation,  aa 
voting  for       directed  by  an  act  of  parliament  made  in  the  seventh  year 
inember,°&:c    of  the  reign  of  his  late  majesty,  king  William,  intituled, 
7  and  8W.  3.  'An  act  that  the  solemn  affirmation  and  declaration  of  the 
c  si.  people  called  quakers,  shall  be  accepted  instead  of  an 

<  oath  in>  usual  form/  (which  oath  or  declaration  the  sheriff, 
president  of  the  meeting,  or  chief  officer  taking  the  poll  at 
any  election  of  members  to  serve  in  the  house  of  commons, 
for  any  place  in  Great  Britain,  or  commissioners  for  choos- 
ing burgesses  for  any  place  in  Scotland,  at  the  request  of 
any  candidate,  or  other  person,  present  at  such  election, 
are  hereby  empowered  and  required  to  administer,)  shall 
not  be  capable  of  giving  any  vote  for  the  election  of  any 
such  member  to  serve  in  the  house  of  commons,  for  any 
place  in  Great  Britain,  or  commissioner  to  choose  a  burgess 
for  any  place  in  Scotland. 
Quakersdeciar     14-  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority 
ring  on  their    aforesaid,  That  if  any  person,  being  a  quaker,  shall  refuse 
n?tliabieDto    to  take  the  said  oath,  being  tendered  to  him  in  pursuance 
penalties,  by  6  of  an  act  made  in  this  present  session  of  parliament,  intitu-' 
• c'      —  led, '  An  act  for  the  better  security  of  her  majesty's  per- 
son and  government/  but  shall,  instead  thereof,  declare 
the  effect  of  the  said  oath,  upon  his  solemn  affirmation,  as 
directed  by  an  act  of  parliament  made  in  the  seventh  year 
7  and  8  w.  s.   of  the  reign  of  his  late  majesty,  king  William  the  Third, 
c*  M*  intituled,  *  An  act  that  the  solemn  affirmation  and  declara- 

tion of  the  people,  called  quakers,  shall  be  accepted,  in- 

IlV  GS°' 1'  8tea<*  °f  an  oa^n  in  °*U&1  form,'  which  affirmation  shall  be 
* c'  '  administered  to  such  quaker,  instead  of  the  said  oath,  such 
quaker  shall  not  be  liable  to  any  of  the  penalties  or  forfei- 
tures for  refusing  the  said  oath  when  tendered  to  him,  con- 

6  Ann,c.  14.  .tained  or  mentioned  in  the  said  act,  intituled,  '  An  act  for 
the  better  security  of  her  majesty's  person  and  government' 


Anno  12°  Anna  Regina,  Cap.  6. 

An  act  for  the  better  regulating  the  Elections  of  Member*  to 
serve  in  Parliament,  for  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called 
Scotland.  A.  D.  171$. 

After  the  end  *  Whereas  of  late  several  conveyances]  of  estates  [have 
ment?  nocon*  Deen  made  in  trust,  or  redeemable  for  elusory  sums,  no 
veyance  .  ways  adequate  to  the  true  value  of  the  lands,  on  purpose  to 
on^ent^isnot  Cr*ate  and  multiply  votes  in  elections  of  members  to  serve 
taken  udsej-  in  parliament  for  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scot- 
^e&rbtfon'  land,  contrary  to  the  true .  intent  and  meaning  of  the  laws 
the  teste  of     in  that  behalf ;'  be  it  therefore  enacted,  &c,  That  from  ana 
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after  the  determination  of  this  present  parliament,  no  con-  ^yjj;  8ha** 
veyance  or  right  whatsoever,  whereupon  infeoffment  is  not  or  be  Elected,' 
taken,  and  seisin  registrated,  one  year  before  the  test  of in  Scotland; 
the  writs  for  calling  a  new  parliament,  shall,  upon  objection  eTJcionhap- 
madeln.that  behalf,  entitle  the  person  or  persons  so  in-  gj^jjjjkj., 
feoft,  to  vote,  or  to  be  elected  at  that  election,  in  any  shire  ance of  a  par- 
or  stewartry,  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scot-  M«n«t. 
land ;  and  in  case  any  election  happen  during  the  conti- 
nuance of  a  parliament,  no  conveyance  or  right  whatsoever, 
whereupon  infeoffinent  is  not  taken  one  year  before  the 
date  of  the  warrant  for  making  out  a  new  writ  for  such 
election,  shall,  upon  objection  made  in  that  behalf,  entitle 
the  person  or  persons  so  infeoft,  to  vote  or  be  elected  at 
that  election  ;  and  that  from  and  after  the  said  day,  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  to  or  for  any  of  the  electors  present,  sus-  - 
pecting  any  person  or  persons  to  have  his  01  their  estates 
in  trust,  and  for  the  behoof  of  another,  to  require  the  preses  Any  elector 
of  the  meeting  to  tender  the  following  oath  to  any  elector ;  SeprSSio 
and  the  said  preses  is  hereby  impowered  and  required  to  tenderaa  oath 
administer  the  same  in  the  words  following,  videlicet :  j£  ^jyjjj'i, 

'  I,  A,  B.  do,  in  the  presence  of  God,  declare  and  swear,  have  an  estate 
that  the  lands  and  estate  of  ,  for  fa  tru8t 

which  I  claim  to  give  my  vote  in  this  election,  are  not  con-  Th€  oatb- 
veyed  to  me  in  trust,  or  for  the  behoof  of  any  other  person 
whatsoever ;  and  I  do  swear  before  God,  that  neither  I, 
nor,  any  person  to  my  knowledge,  in  my  name,  or  by  my 
allowance,  bath  given,  or  intends  to  give  any  promise,  ob- 
ligation, bond,  back-bond,  or  other  security,  for  re-dispon- 
itag  or  re-conveying  the  said  lands  and  estate,  any  manner 
of  way  whatsoever ;  and  this  is  the  truth  as  I  shall  answer 
to  God/ 

And  in  case  such  elector  refuse  to  swear,  and  also  to  Sjf?"11*' 
subscribe  the  said  oath,  such  person  or  persons  shall  not  be        *»***««• 
capable  of  voting,  or  being  elected  at  such  election. 

2.  Provided  always,  That  notwithstanding  such    Oath  Other  objec- 
taken,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  make  such  other  objections  as  JjJJJlSr  iaw7" 
are  allowed  by  the  laws  of  Scotland  against  such  electors.  * 

3  And  be  it  further  enacted  and  declared,  by  the  autho-  No  kfeoff- 
rity  aforesaid,  That  no  infeoffment  taken  upon  any  redeem-  redeemable7 
able  right  whatsoever,  (except  proper  wadsetts,  adjudica-  right  (except 
tions,  or  app risings  allowed  by  the  act  of* parliament,  rela-  MttT&Sftaii 
ting  to  elections  in  1681,)  shall  entitle  the  person  so  in-  entitle  t© vote, 
feoft  to  vote,  or  be  elected,  at  any  election  in  any  shire*  or  And  persons 
stewartry ;-  and  that  no  person  or  persons,  who  have  not  not  inroUed  at 
been  inrolled  and  voted  at  former  elections,  shall,  upon  any  tfoSfshaiTnot 
pretence  whatsoever,  be  inrolled  or  admitted  to  vote  at  any  vote  without 
election,  except  he  or  they  first  produce  a  sufficient-right  or  fight cm8  * 
title  to  qualify  him  or  them  to  vote  at  that  election,  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  freeholders  formerly  inrolled,  or  the  ma- 
jority of  them  present ;  and  the  returning  officers  are  hereby 
ordained  to  make  their  returns  of  the  persons  elected  by  the  This  clause  is 
majority  of  the  freeholders  inrolled,  and  those  admitted  by  IJGeofgJ* 
them,  reserving  always  the  liberty  of  objecting  against  the  cap.  u.' 
persons  admitted  to,  or  excluded  from  the  roll,  as  for*' 
merly. 
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Sjhtrfffs,  te.        4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
Sty  oTloL     That  all  sheriffs  of  shires,  and  Stewarts  of  stewartries,  shall 
!™£*p<>Mk    be  obliged,  under  the  pais  of  fifty  pound*  sterling, lone 
threedJjTbe-  n*eiety  whereof  shall  be  to  the  queen's  most  exceUentnma- 
^rettedayof  jesty,  her  heirs,  and  successors,  and  the  other  moiety  to  the 
person  or  persons  who  shall  sue  for  the  same,  to  be  reco- 
vered before  the  court  of  session,  by  any  action  summarily, 
without  abiding  the  course  of  the  roll,  to  make  the  public 
intimations,  required  by  the  laws  of  Scotland,  at  the  seve- 
ral parish  churches  within  their  respective  jurisdictions, 
at  least  three  days  before  the  diet  of  elections. 
&"bto<ofhein     5.  Provided  always,  That  the  right  of  apparent  heirs  in 
and  husbands,  voting  at  elections  by  virtue  of  their  predecessors'  infeoff- 
ments,  and  the  right  of  husbands  by  virtue  of  their  wives' 
infeoffments;  be  and  is  hereby  reserved  to  them,  as  for- 
merly ;  any  thing  in  this  act  contained  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. 
^turnf*1* .         6.  Provided  also,  That  any  conveyance  of  right,  which, 
feofflnentein~  by  the  laws  of  Scotland,  is  sufficient  to  qualify  any  person 

istJ*'  ^tis  to  vote  *°  *°e  e^ec^°ns  °f  members  to  serve  in  parliament 
shaiiTiStle  to  for  shires  or  stewartries,  and  whereupon  infeoffment  is 
vote  formem-  taken,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our 
ment°  *""  "~  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hnndred  and  thirteen,  shall  en- 
title the  person  or  persons  so  infeoft,  to  vote  at  the  elec- 
tions of  members  to  serve  in  the  next  ensuing  parliament ; 
anything  herein  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
Husbands  not     7.  Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  declared  to  be  the 
tu/of  their  tr~  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  That  no  husbands 
w"2ts'  inf?off"*  shall  vote  at  any  ensuing  election  by  virtue  of  their  wives* 
they  are  bel?-  mfeoffments,  who  are  not  heiresses,  or  have  not  right  to  the 
esses,  &c        property  of  the  lands'  on  account  whereof  such  vote  shall 
be  claimed. 


Anno  1°  Georgii  I.  Cap.  13. 

An  Act  for  the  further  Security  of  his  Majesty's  Person  and 
Government,  and  the  Succession  of  the  Crown  in  the  Heirs 
of  the  late  Princess  Sophia,  being  Protestants,  and  for  ex- 
tinguishing the  Hopes  of  the  pretended  Prince  of  Wales, 
and  his  open  and  secret  Abettors.  A.  D.  1714. 

4.  And  whereas  certain  doubts  and  scruples  have  arisen 
concerning  the  sense  and  meaning  of  the  clause  following, 

6  Ann,  c.  23.  contained  in  an  act  made  in  the  sixth  year  of  her  late  ma- 
jesty queen  Anne,  intituled,  *  An  act  to  make  further  pro- 
vision for  electing  and  summoning  sixteen  peers  of  Scot- 
land, to  sit  in  the  house  of  peers  in  the  parliament  of 
Great  Britain  ;  and  for  trying  peers  for  offences  committed 
in  Scotland ;  and  for  the  further  regulating  of  voters*  in 
elections  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament :  whereby  it  is 
enacted,  That  every  person  who  shall  refuse  to  take  the 
oath  last  therein-before  recited,  or  being  a  qdaker,  shall 
refuse  to  declare  the  effect  thereof  upon  his  solemn  af&fraa- 

1*34  8  w' 3>  t'on? as  directed  by  an  act  of  parliament  made  in  the  seventh 
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year  of  the  reign  of  bis  late  majesty  king  William,  intituled, 
'  An  act  that  the  solemn  affirmation  and  declaration  of  the 
people,  called  quakers,  shall  be  accepted,  instead  of  an 
oath  |in  the  usual  form,  (which  oath  or  declaration,  the 
sheriff,  president  of  the  meeting,  or  chief  officer  taking  the 
poll  at  any  election  of  members  to  serve  in  the  house  of 
commons  for  any  place  in  Great  Britain,  or  commissioners 
for  choosing  burgesses  for  any  place  in  Scotland,  at  the  re- 
quest of  any  candidate  or  other  person  present  at  such  elec- 
tion, are  hereby  empowered  and  required  to  administer,) 
shall  not  be  capable  of  giving  any  vote  for  the  election  of 
anjr  such  member  to  serve  in  the  house  of  commons,  for  any 
place  in  Great  Britain,  or  commissioners  to  choose  a  bur- 
gess for  any  place  in  Scotland  ;  on  account  of  which  words, 
some  have  pretended  to  vote  in  the  meetings  of  free  elec- 
tions in  Scotland,  at  the  choosing  of  the  president  and 
clerk  of  the  meeting,  without  taking  the  oath  mentioned  in 
the  last-recited  act,  whereby  it  has  happened  that  rolls  of 
electors  have  been  unduly  made  up,  and  wrong  returns 
made  :  And  also  whereas  divers  of  his  majesty's  good  sub- 
jects, who  have  given  convincing  marks  of  their  loyalty  to 
his  person  and  government,  have  scrupled  to  take  the  said 
oath,  apprehending  that  the  reference  in  the  said  oath  may 
be  construed,  in  some  respects,  to  be  inconsistent  with  the 
establishment  of  the  church  in  Scotland,  according  to  law, 
and  to  a  clause  concerning  oaths  to  be  imposed  in  Scotland 
after  the  union,  contained  in  an  act  made  in  the  parliament 
of  Scotland,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seven,  intituled,  '  An  act  for  securing  the  protestant  reli- 
gion, and  presbyterian  church  government ;'  which  act  is 
declared  to  be  a  fundamental  and  essential  condition  of  the 
treaty  of  union.  To  the  end,  therefore,  that  the  said  scru- 
ples, and  all  mistakes  and  divisions  on  account  of  the  same 
may  cease,  be  it  further  enacted  and  declared,  by  the  au- 
thority aforesaid,  That  every  person  who  shall  refuse  to  Persons  in 
take  the  aforesaid  oath  of  abjuration,  or  being  a  quaker,  §JstoSto5ke 
shall  refuse  to  declare  the  effect  thereof  upon  his  solemn  the,abjuratk>n, 
affirmation,  in  manner  aforesaid,  (which  oath  and  declara-  to?oteatefec- 
tion  the  member  last  elected  for  any  county  or  stewartry  tions. 
in  Scotland,  or  in  his  absence  the  sheriff,  or  Stewart's 
clerk,  until  a  person  be  chosen  to  proceed  (a)  in  the  said  <«>  Examined; 
meeting,  according  to  the  directions  contained  in  the  twenty-  wjjj  *e  re~" 
first  act  of  the  third  parliament  of  king  Charles  the  Second, 
held  in  Scotland,  intituled, '  Act  concerning  the  election 
of  commissioners  for  shires,  and  after  such  choice  the  per- 
son so  chosen  to  proceed,  or  any  person  chosen  to  proceed 
in  any  meeting  of  any  county  or  stewartry  there,  in  which 
rolls  for  elections  shall  happen  to  be  made  up,  is  hereby 
authorized  and  required  to  administer,  at  the  request  of 
any  candidate  or  other  person  present  at  such  meeting  for 
election,  before  or  after  the  choosing  of  the  president  of 
the  meeting,  or  making  up  of  the  rolls,)  shall  not  be  capable 
of  giving  any  vote  for  the  election  of  a  president  of  the 
meeting,  making  up  of  the  rolls,  or  of  any  member  to  serve 
in  the  house  of  commons,  for  any  place  in  Scotland,  or 
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commissioner  to  choose  a  burgess  for  any  place  there ;  and 
farther,  that  by  no  words  in  the  said  oath  or  oaths,  for- 
merly imposed,  contained,  it  is  or  was  meant  to  oblige  his 
majesty's  said  subjects  to  any  act  or  acts  any  ways  incon- 
sistent with  the  establishment  of  the  church  of  Scotland, 
according  to  law. 


Anno  7°  Georgii  II.  Cap.  16. 

An  Act  for  the  better  regulating*  the  Election  of  Member*  to 
serve  in  the  House  of  Commons,  for  that  Part  of  Great 
Britain  coiled  Scotland  ;  and  for  incapacitating  the  Judges 
of  the  Court  of  Session, .  Court  of  Justiciary,  and 
Barons  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  in  Scotland,  to  be 
elected,  or  to  sit  or  vote  as  Members  of  the  House  of 
Commons, 

Whereas  doubts  may  arise,  whether  the  act*  of  parlia- 
ment made  in  England  for  preventing  false  and  undue 
returns  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament  extend  to  that 
part  of  Great   Britain    called    Scotland:    And   whereas 
several  questions  have  arisen  concerning  the  election  of 
commoners  to  serve  in  parliament  for  that  part  of  Great 
Britain :  therefore,  to  obviate  such  doubts,  disputes,  and 
questions  for  the  future,  and  for  the  more  effectually  pre- 
venting returning  officers,  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain 
called  Scotland,  making  false  and  undue  returns  :  may  it 
please  your  majesty  that  it  may  be  enacted,  and  be  it  en- 
acted, &c  That  if  the  clerk  'of  any  meeting  of  freeholder* 
for  the  election  of  a  commissioner  to  serve,  in  parliament 
lor  any  shire  or  stewartry  in  Scotland,  after  the  first  day 
After  1  May,  of  May,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty-four,  shall 
1aJtr*Xevor  ^fa^y  return  to  the  sheriff  or  Stewart  any  person,  other 
faiM  returnT7  than  him  who  shall  be  duly  elected,  or  if  any  other  person, 
pretending  to  be  clerk,  though  not  duly  elected,  shall  pre- 
sume to  act  as  clerk,  and  wilfully  to  return  to  the  sheriff 
any  person  as  elected,  who  shall  not  be  duly  elected  by  the 
major  part  of  such  meeting,  the  party  so  offending  shall, 
for  every  such  offence,  forfeit  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
pounds  sterling,  to  be  recovered  by  the  candidate  so  elected, 
to  whose  prejudice  such  false  return  is  made,  in  such  man- 
ner as  is  herein-after  directed. 
Freeholders,       2«  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  freeholder  who 
on  request,  to  shall  claim  to  vote  at  any  election  of  a  member  to  serve  in 
iowiuge©Sh,    parliament  for  any  lands  or  estate  in  any  county  or  stew- 
"wtead lof  that  artry  in  Scotland,  or  who  shall  have  right  to  vote  in  adjust- 
lSitaase, cTo.  i°8 tne  roll*  of  freeholders,  instead  of  the  oath  appointed 
to  be  taken  by  an  act  made  in  the  twelfth  year  of  her  late 
See,i6  Geo.  2.  majesty  queen  Anne,  intituled,  '  An  act  for  the  better  regn* 
<:.  n.  lating  elections  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament  for  that 

part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland/  shall,  upon  the 
request  of  any  freeholder  formerly  enrolled,  before  he  pro- 
ceed to  vote  in  the  choice  of  a  member,  or  on  adjusting  the 
rolls,  take  and  subscribe,  upon  a  roll  of  parchment  to  be 
provided  and  kept  by  the  sheriff,  or  stewart-clerk  for  that 
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purpose,  the  oath  following,  which  the  prases,  or  clerk  to 
the  meeting,  either  for  the  enrolment  or  election,  is  hereby 
empowered  and  required  to  administer ;  that  is  to  say, 

'  I,  A.  B.  do,  in  the  presence  of  God,  declare  and  swear, 
That  the  lands  and  estate  of  ,  for  which 

I  claim  a  right  to  vote  in  the  election  of  a  member  to  serve 
in  parliament  for  this  county  or  stewartry,  is  actually  in  my 
possession,  and  do  really  and  truly  belong  to  me,  and  is  my 
own  proper  estate,  and:  is  not  conveyed  to  me  in  trust,  or 
for  ot  in  behalf  of  any  other  person  whatsoever ;  and  that 
neither  I,  nor  any  person  to  my  knowledge,  in  my  name,  or 
on  my  account,  or  by  my  allowance,  hath  given,  or  intends 
to  give,  any  promise,  obligation,  bond,  back-bond,  or  other 
security  whatsoever,  other  than  appears  from  the  tenour 
and  contents  of  the  title,  upon  which  I  now  claim  a  right 
to  vote,  directly  or  indirectly,  for  redisponing  or  reconven- 
ing the  said  lands  and  estate,  in  any  manner  of  way  what- 
soever, or  for  making  the  rents  or  profits  thereof  forthcoming 
to  the  use  or  benefit  of  the  person  from  whom  I  have  ac- 
quired the  said  estate,  or  any  other  person  whatsoever; 
and  that  my  title  to  the  said  lands  and  estate  is  not  nominal 
or  fictitious,  created  or  reserved  in  me,  in  order  to  enable 
me  to  vote  for  a  member  to  serve  in  parliament ;  but  that 
the  same  is  a  true  and  real  estate  in  me,  for  my  own  use 
and  benefit,  and  for  the  use  of  no  other  person  whatsoever ; 
and  that  is  the  truth,  as  I  shall  answer  to  God/ 

3.  And  that  in  case  he  shall  refuse,  if  required,  to  take  la  case  of  re- 
and  subscribe  the  oath  aforesaid,  his  vote  shall  not  be  ad-  SftJrJfiJJ01 
mitted  or  allowed,  and  his  name  shall  forthwith  be  erased  ted. 

out  of  the  roll  of  freeholders ;  and    in  case  any  person 

shall  presume  wilfully  and  falsely  to  swear  and  subscribe  Penalty  on 

the  said  oath,  and  shall  be  thereof  lawfully  convicted,  he  gj«  »™»'- 

shall  incur  the  pains  and  punishment  of  perjury,  and  be 

prosecuted  for  the  same  according  to  the  laws  and  forms 

in  use  in  Scotland. 

4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  judge  of  the  court  Judges  of  ses- 
of  session,  or  justiciary,  or  baron  of  the  court  of  exchequer  SSy/Srei- 
in  Scotland,  shall  be  capable  of  being  elected,  or  of  sitting  chequer,  inca- 
or  voting  as  a  member  of  the  house  of  commons  in  any  JjJJiy?0  ** 
parliament    which    shall   be   hereafter    summoned    and 

holden. 

5.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  Sheriffs,  four 
That  the  several  sheriffs  and  Stewarts  in  Scotland,  shall,  JJJJ  rfge™" 
within  the  space  of  four  days  after  the  writ  shall  come  to  writs,  to  issue 
their  hand,  issue  their  precepts  to  the  several  boroughs  SXSfig  dele- 
within  their  jurisdiction,  to  elect  their  delegates,  and  shall  sates; 
cause  the  same  to  be  delivered  to  the  chief  magistrate  of  ' 
such  borough  resiant  in  the  borough  for  the  time  being ; 

and  that  such  chief  magistrate,  to  whom  such  precept  shall  and  chief  ma- 
be  delivered,  shall,  within  two  days  after  his  receipt  of  the  SJyTafkrtWto 
same,  call  and  summon  the  council  of  the  borough  toge-  summon  tne 
ther,  by  giving  notice  personally,  or  leaving  notice  at  the  JJgg1  of  bo- 
dwelling  place  of  every  counsellor  then  lesiant  in  such 
borough,  which  council  shall  then  appoint  a  peremptory  Council  to  ap- 
day  for  the  election  of  the  delegate;  but  two  free  days  pointadaytor 
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electing  dele-  ghall  intervene  betwixt  the  meeting  of  the  council  which 
*a  s*  appoints  the  day  of  election  of  the  delegate,  and  the  day 

on  which  the  election  of  the  delegate  is  to  be  made. 
100/.  penalty       6.  And  to  prevent  double   elections  of  magistrates  in 
Mifor  or(maT  boroughs,  which  frequently  occasion  double  commissions 
gbtrate^epa-  to  delegates,  be  it  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
themarority   That  at  the  annual  election  of  magistrates  and  counsellors 
at  the  annual  for  boroughs,  no  magistrate  or  counsellor,  or  any  number 
boroughs        °f  magistrates  or  counsellors,  shall,  for  the  future,  upon 
any  pretence  whatever,  take  upon  him  or  them  to  separate 
from  the  majority  of  the  magistrates  and  counsellors,  who 
have  been  such  for  the  year  preceding,  and  to  appoint  or 
elect  separate  magistrates  or  counsellors,  but  shall  submit 
to  the  election  made,  and  to  the  magistrates  and  counsellors 
elected  and  appointed  by  the  majority  of  the  town  council 
assembled ;  and  if,  contrary  to  the  direction  of  this  act, 
any  number  of  magistrates  or  counsellors  shall,  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  majority,  take  upon  them  to  make  a  distinct 
and  separate  election  of  magistrates  or  counsellors,  their 
act  and  election  shall  be  ipso  facto  void,  and  every  magis- 
trate or  counsellor,  who  concurred  therein,  shall  forfeit 
and  lose  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  sterling,   to  be 
recovered  by  the  magistrates  and  counsellors,  from  whom 
they  separated,  in  manner  herein-after  directed. 
Magistrates        7.  Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  declared  and  en- 

Sf  Kroujhs0"  acted>  Tnat  Jt  8naU  and  matv  De  lawful  to  and  for  any  ma- 
may  bring  .    gistrate  or  counsellor  of  the  borough,  who  apprehends  any 

eight  aweeksin  wrong  was  done  at  any  annual  election,  to  bring  his 
after  the  elec-  action  before  the  court  of  session  in  Scotland,  for  rectify- 
tion.  ing  such  abuse,  or  for  making  void  the  whole  election  (if 

illegal),  only  within  the  space  of  eight  weeks  after  such 
election  is  over  ;'  atfd  the  lords  of  session  shall,  and  they 
are  hereby  expressly  authorized  and  required  to  hear  and 
determine  the  cause  summarily,  and  to  allow  to  the  party 
that  shall  prevail  their  full  costs  of  suit. 
500/.  penalty       8.  A  nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  sheriff  or  stew- 
t°onretSn^g  art  in  Scotland  who  shall  wilfully  annex  to  the  writ  any 
person  duly    false  or  undue  return,  and  every  common  clerk  of  any  pre- 
eiected,  siding  borough,  who  shall  wilfully  return  to  the  sheriff  or 

Stewart  any  person,  other  than  the  person  elected,  or  who 
shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  return  the  person  duly  elected, 
shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds  sterling  to  the 
person  entitled  to  have  been  returned,  and  not  returned, 
to  be  recovered  from  the  said  sheriff,  Stewart,  or  common 
clerk,  their  heirs,  executors,  or  administrators  respectively, 
in  a  summary  way,  by  action,  petition,  or  summary  com- 
plaint, before  the  said  court  of  session,  upon  service  of 
such  summons,  or  of  a  copy  of  such  petition  or  sum- 
mary complaint,  on  fifteen  days  notice  or  warning,  withoot 
to  be  recover-  abiding  the  course  of  any  rolls,  or  further  delay  whatso- 
mary  way?    ever  ;  which  action,  petition,  or  complaint,  the  judges  of 
the  said  court  are  hereby  required  to  judge  of,  and  deter- 
mine, ,with  all  convenient  speed  :  Provided  always,  That 
Complaints  of  gucn  action,  petition,  or  complaint  be  commenced,  pre- 
toD be.com-    *  sented,  or  made  within  the  space  of  six  months  after  the 
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return  is  made.    And  in  case  the  person  duly  elected,  and  menXjj£/ix 
not  returned,  shall  neglect  or  omit  to  sue  for  the  said  Stum.      T 
penalty,  within  the  time  before-mentioned,  then  any  free- 
holder within  the  shire  or  itewartry,  or  any  magistrate  or  y^°  ™*v  *"• 
person  bearing  office  in  any  of  the  boroughs  of  the  district  naity.0   ** 
for  which  the  return  is  unduly  made,  may  sue  for  and 
recover  the  same  to  his  own  use,  by  such  action,  petition, 
or  complaint,  and  in  such  manner  as  is  before  mentioned, 
with  double  costs  of  suit;  provided  always,  that  such 
freeholder,  magistrate,  or  person  bearing  office,  shall  com- 
mence or  bring  such  action  within  the  space  of  twelve  *Pd  in  what 
months  after  the  return  is  made.  me' 

.  9.  And  be  it  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  £*JJl2SJSJ! 
every  penalty  by  this  act  imposed,  with  respeot  to  the  re-  ed. 
covery  of  which  no  particular  provision  is  herein-before 
made,  shall  and  may  be  sued  for  and  recovered  by  way  of 
summary  complaint  before  the  court  of  session  in  Scotland, 
upon  fifteen  days  notice  to  the  person  complained  of,  with- 
out abiding  the  course  of  any  roll ;  which  said  complaint 
the  court  of  session  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to 
determine  with  all  convenient  speed. 

10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  freeholder  in  Freeholders,  if 
Scotland  shall,  before  he  be  either  inrolled  or  admitted  to  JSJ^'JjJ^ 
vote  at  any  future  election,  or  meeting  for  inrollment,  in  at  the  election 
any  question  for  the  choice  of  clerk  or  proses,  or  other  of  a  clerk»  &c« 
question  whatsoever,  (if  required  by  any  freeholder  present,) 

be  obliged  to  take  and  subscribe  the  oaths  appointed  by 
law  to  be  taken  by  electors  of  members  to  serve  in  parlia- 
ment, when  required  so  to  do  ;  which  oath  the  preses,  or 
clerk  of  the  meeting,  is  hereby  empowered  and  required  to 
administer. 

11.  And  wjiereas  there  have  been  some  mistakes  in  the 
districts  of  the  boroughs  of  Wigtoun,  Whithorn,  New  Gal- 
loway, and  Stranraver,  in  relation  to  their  presiding  at 
elections  of  members  of  parliament  for  that  district,  which 
may  occasion  disputes  at  future  elections ;  for  remedying 
thereof,  be  it  enacted,  That  the  boroughs  continue  to  pre-  J£j£J?£t0£{j£;* 
side  in  the  course  they  are  now  in,  and  that  the  borough  tiSS? 

of  Wigtoun  shall  preside  at  the  election  of  a  member 
to  represent  that  district  in  the  next  parliament,  and  that  - 
the  other  boroughs  of  the  district  preside  afterwards  in 
the  method  prescribed  by  the  act  of  parliament  of  Scotland, 
made  in  the  fourth  session  of  the  first  parliament  of  queen 
Anne,  intituled, '  An  act  for  settling  the  manner  of  electing 
the  sixteen  peers,  and  forty-five  commoners,  to  represent 
Scotland  in  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain.' 

Anno  16°  Georgii  II.  Cap.  11. 
An  Act  to  explain  and  amend  the  Laws  touching  the  Elections 
of  Members  to  serve  for  the  Commons  in  Parliament ,  for 
that  Part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland ;  and  to  re* 
strain  the  Partiality,  and  regulate  the  Conduct,  of  Return- 
ing Officers  at  such  Elections.  A.  D.  1745. 
Whereas  many  returning  officers  of  members  to  serve 
for  the  commons  in  parliament  for  that  part  of  Great  Britain 

2r 
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called  Scotland,  have  of  late  presumed  to  act  in  a  most  par- 
tial and  arbitrary  manner,  sometimes  npon  false  pretences, 
.  that  the  rolls  of  electors  of  commissioners  for  tihires  'were 
not  regularly  made  up,  or  that  the  commissioners  for  the 
several  boroughs  entitled  to  vote  in  the  choice  of  a  member 
for  the  respective  districts  of  boroughs,  were  not  duly  elect- 
ed, or  were  not  authorised  by  proper  commissions,  and 
sometimes  without  any  pretence  at  all,  encouraged  thereto 
from  hopes  of  impunity,  by  reason  that  the  laws  in  being 
have  either  provided  no  sufficient  punishment  for  such  of- 
fences ;  or,  where  penalties  are  provided,  it  has  been  found 
by  experience  to  be  extremely  difficult  and  scarcely  possible 
to  recover  them :    for  remedy  thereof,  be  it.  enacted,  &c. 
Part  of  the  act  That  so  much  of  an  act  of  parliament,  made  in  the  twelfth 
c.V^s're-1 '  vear  of  tne  reign  of  her  late  majesty,  queen  Anne,  intituled, 
pc-aied.  '        i  An  act  for  tbe  better  regulating  the  election  of  members 
to  serve  in  parliament  for  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called 
Scotland,'  as  eoacts,  That  no  person  or  persons  who  have 
not  been  enrolled,  and  voted  at  former  elections,  Bhall,  up- 
on any  pretence  whatsoever,  'be  inrolled  or  admitted  to 
vote  at  any  election,  except  he  or  they  first  produce  a  suffi- 
cient right  or  title  to  qualify  him  or  them  to  vote  at  that 
election,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  freeholders  formerly  In- 
rolled,  or  the  majority  of  them  present,  and  ordains  the  re- 
turning officers  to  make  their  returns  of  the  persons  elected, 
by  the  majority  of  the  freeholders  inrolled,  and  those  ad- 
mitted by  them,  reserving  always  the  liberty  of  objecting 
against  the  persons  admitted  to,  or  excluded  from,  the  roll 
as  formerly,  shall  be  and  is  hereby  repealed. 

2.  And  whereas  the  rolls  of  electors  of  commissioners  to 
serve  in  parliament  for  the  several  shires  and  stewartries 
within  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland,  have  not, 
in  every  one  of  the  said  shires  and  stewartries,  been  made 
up  every  year,  at  Michaelmas  head  courts,  pursuant  to  the 
directions  of  an  act  of  parliament,  made  in  that  part  of 
Great  Britain  called  Scotland,  in  the  year  one  thousand  six 
hundred  and  eighty-one,  intituled, '  An  act  concerning  the 
election  of  commissioners  for  shires :'  for  remedy  thereof, 
Act  made  in    and  the  more  effectually  to  carry' the  good  intentions  of  the 

streafSicned!'  ■****  act  *nto  execution  \  De  **  enacted  and  declared,  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  such  persons  as  stand  upon 
the  roll  last  made  up  by  the  freeholders,  whether  at  the 
Michaelmas  meeting,  or  at  the  last  election  of  a  member  to 
-  serve  in  parliament,  shall  be  the  original  constituent  mem- 
bers at  their  next  Michaelmas  meeting,  or  meeting  for  elec- 
tion, to  revise  the  said  roll. 
Freeholders  3.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority 
may  object,  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  freeholder 
standing  upon  the  roll,  to  object  to  the  title  of  any  person 
who  stands  at  present  upon  the  roll  last  made  up,  and  for 
that  purpose  to  apply  at  any  time  before  the  first  day  of 
December,  which  shall  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  forty- three,  by  summary  complaint 
to  the  court  of  session,  who  shall  grant  a  warrant  for  sum- 
moning such  persons,  upon  thirty  days  notice,  to  answer, 
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aid  shail  proceed  in  a  summary  way,  to  hear  aud  deter- 
mine upon  such  complaint ;  and  if  no  such  complaint  shall 
be  exhibited  within  the  time  aforesaid,  then  and  in  that 
case,  no  freeholder,  who  at  present  stands  upon  the  rolls 
last  made  up  in  the  said  counties  and  stewartries  respec- 
tively, shall  be  struck  off,  or  left  out  of  the  roll,  except  upon 
sufficient  objections  arising  from  the  alteration  of  that 
right  or  title,  in  respect  of  which  he  was  enrolled,  sustain- 
ed by  the  other  freeholders  standing  upon  the  said  rolL 

4.  An©  be  it  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if,  Maimer  of  act- 
at  any  Michaelmas  meeting,  or  meeting  for  election,  any  Sjrocjiainw 
ptisan  claiming  to  be  inroiied,  shall,  by  judgment  of  the  to  be  inroiied. 
freeholders,  be  refused  to  be  admitted,  or  if  any  person  who 

Stood  upon  the  roll  shall,  by  like  judgment,  be  struck  off, 
or  left  out  of  the  roll,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  him  or 
them  who  is  so  refused  to  be  admitted,  or  whose  name  is 
aa  struck  off  or  left  out  of  the  roll,  to  apply,  (so  as  such 
application  be  made  within  four  calendar  months  after 
their  being  so  refused,  struck  off^  or  left  out,)  by  summary 
complaint  to  the  court  of  session,  who  shall  grant  a  war* 
not  for  summoning  the  person  or  persons  upon  whose  ob- 
jection or  objections  he  was  refused  to  be  admitted,  ox  waa 
struck  off  or  left  out  as  aforesaid,  upon  thirty  days  notice 
to  answer,  and  shall  proceed  to  hear  and  determine,  in  a 
summary  way,  on  auch  complaint ;  and  if  any  person  shall  if  any  free- 
be  inroiied,  whose  title  shall  be  thought  liable  to  objection,  ^li  mi^fe 
it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  freeholder  standing  made  to  th* 
upon  the  said  roll,  (whether  such  freeholder  was  present  at  ggf*  of  ***' 
the  meeting  or  not,)  who  apprehends  that  such  person  had 
not  a  right  to  be  inroiied,  to  apply,  in  like  manner,  by  com- 
plaint, to  the  court  of  session,  so  as  such  application  be 
made  within  four  calendar  months  after  such  inrolment ; 
an4  the  said  court,  after  service  of  such  complaint,  on  thirty 
days  notice,  upon  the  person  said  to  be  wrongfully  admitted 
to  the  roll,  shall,  in  manner  aforesaid,  hear  and  determine; 
and  if  no  such  complaint  shall  be  exhibited  within  the  time 
aforesaid,  the  freeholder  inroiied  shalLstand  and  continue 
upon  the  roll,  until  an  alteration  of  his  circumstances  be 
allowed,  by  the  freeholders,  at  a  subsequent  Michaelmas 
meeting,  or  meeting  for  election,  as  a  sufficient  cause  for 
striking  or  leaving  him  out  of  the  roll. 

5.  And  be  it  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  penalty  on  of- 
if,  in  any  of  the  aforesaid  cases,  the  judgment  of  the  court  ficers  notobey 
of  session  shall  alter  or  reverse  the  determination  of  the  ofMsstons! 
meeting  of  the  freeholders,  by  directing  that  any  person 

shall  be  added  to,  or  expunged  from,  the  roll  of  election, 
the  sheriff  or  steward's  clerk  shall,  upon  presenting  to  him 
the  extract  of  such  judgment,  forthwith  make  the  altera- 
tion thereby  directed  in  the  books  that  are  kept  by  him ; 
and  in  case  of  his  refusal  or  delay,  he  shall  forfeit  the  sum 
of  one  hundred  pounds  sterling,  to  the  person  in  whose  fa- 
vour the  judgment  of  the  court  of  session  is  given,  to  be 
recovered  by  him  or  his  executors  in  the  manner  herein- 
after directed. 
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Fen^typnap-     6.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
Surfof'LS*  That  if  the  judgment  of  the  freeholders  refusing  to  admit, 
Mon  affirm  the  or  striking  off  any  person  from  the  said  roll,  shall  be  af- 
eirtfe £      *     finned  by  the  court  of  session,  the  person  so  complaining 
shall  forfeit  to  the  objector  the  sum  of  thirty  pounds  sterl- 
ing, with  full  costs  of  suit. 
Manuer  of         7.  And  be  it  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  to 
!m?!u%r£e  P*®^11*  *U  surprize,  at  the  Michaelmas  meetings,  every 
on  freehold- '  freeholder  who  intends  to  claim  to  be  enrolled  at  any  sub- 
tobeCenrolieS-  8eaueilt  Michaelmas  meeting  of  the  freeholders,  shall,  for 
'  the  space  of  two  calendar  months  at  least  before  the  said 
Michaelmas  meeting,  leave  with  the  sheriff,  or  steward's 
clerk,  a  copy  of  his  claim,  setting  forth  the  names  of  his 
lands,  and  his  titles  thereto,  and  dates  thereof,  with  the 
old  extent  or  valuation,  upon  which  he  desires  to  be  en- 
rolled, and  in  case  of  his  neglect  to  leave  his  claim  as 
aforesaid,  he  shall  not  be  enrolled  at  such  Michaelmas 
•r  on  making  meeting ;  and  in  like  manner,  whoever  intends  to  object  to 
outen^Jready  ani7  freeholder  who  stands  upon  the  roll,  on  account  of  the 
enrolled.        alteration  of  his  circumstances,  shall,  at  least  two  calendar 
months  before  the  Michaelmas  meeting,  leave  his  objections 
in  writing  with  the  sheriff  or  steward's  clerk  as  aforesaid, 
who  is  hereby  required,  upon  receipt  of  the  aforesaid  claim 
of  objections,  to  indorse  on  the  back  thereof  the  day  he  re- 
ceived  the  same,  and  also  to  give  a  copy  of  the  aforesaid 
claim  or  objections  to  any  person  who  shall  demand  the 
same,  upon  paying  the  legal  fee  of  an  ordinary  extract  of 
the  same  length. 
Division  of         8.  And  whereas  great  difficulties  have    occurred    m 
onuKbto*1*  '■■Wng  UP  the  rolls  of  electors  of  commissioners  for  shires, 
multiply  elec-  by  persons  claiming  to  be  enrolled,  in  respect  of  the  old 
id?' prohibit"  extent  of  their  lands,  where  the  old  extent  does  not  appear 
from  proper  evidence,  and  votes  have  been  unduly  multi- 
plied, by  splitting  and  dividing  the  old  extent  of  lands, 
since  the  sixteenth  day  of  September,  one  thousand  six 
hundred  and  eighty-one :  fbr  remedy  thereof,  be  it  enacted 
and  declared,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  no  person 
is  or  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  for  a  commissioner  to  serve 
in  'parliament  for  any  shire  or  stewartry  in  that  part  of 
Great  Britain  called  Scotland,  or  to  be  enrolled  in  the  roll 
of  electors,  in  respect  of  the  old  extent  of  his  lands,  holdes 
of  the  king  or  prince,  Unless  such  old  extent  is  proved  by 
a  retour  of  the  lands  of  a  date  prior  to  the  sixteenth  day 
of  September,  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-one, 
and  that  no  division  of  the  old  extent,  made  since  the 
aforesaid  sixteenth  day  of  September,  one  thousand  six 
hundred  and  eighty-one,  or  to  be  made  in  time  coming,  by 
retour  or  any  other  way,  is  or  shall  be  sustained  as  suffi- 
cient evidence  of  the  old  extent 
Proviso.  9.  Provided  always,  That  lands  holden  of  the  king  or 

prince,  liable  in  public  burdens  for  four  hundred  pounds- 
Scots  of  valued  rent,  shall,  in  all  cases,  be  a  sufficient  qua- 
lification, whatever  be  the  old  extent  of  the  said  lands ; 
any  law  or  practice  to  contrary  notwithstanding. 
10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  by.  the  authority  aforesaid, 
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That  bo  purchaser,  or  angular  successor,  shall  bo  inrolled  How  a  pur- 
till  he  be  publicly  infeoft,  and  his  seisin  registered,  or  acTSsfonT  he 
charier  of  confirmation  be  expede,  where  confirmation  is  * inrolled  • 
necessary,  one  year  before  the  inrolment ;  and  that  no  heir  ***> m  h«r 
apparent  shati  be  inrolled  until  bis  predecessors'  titles  are  appareD  ' 
produced,  and  allowed  by  the  freeholders  as  a  sufficient 
qualification  for  his  voting  for  a  member  of  parliament ; 
and  that  any  person  may  be  inrolled,  though  absent  at  the  Persons  may 
time  of  such  inrolment,  provided  the  titles  and  vouchers  of  touchen^and 
his  qualification  are  produced  and  laid  before  the  free-  be  inrolled,: 
holders ;  and  if  any  person  shall  be  chosen  a  member  to  though  absent. 
serve  in  parliament  for  any  shire  or  stewartry  within  that 
part  of  Great  Britain  oalled  Scotland,  who  shall  not  be  pre- 
sent at  the  meeting  of  election ;  be  it  enacted,  by  the  au-  Evefy  one 
thority  aforesaid,  That  the  member  to  serve  in  parliament  ab^nce'to 
so  elected,  before  he  takes  his  seat  in  parliament,  shall  take  J?rve  in  par- 
the  oath  appointed  to  be  taken  by  every  freeholder,  who  taTSte  fre" 
ahaU  claim  to  vote  at  any  election  of  a  member  to  serve  in  u2ider!s  "J"1* 
parliament,  by  the  act  of  the  seventh  year  of  bis  present  hbseat! 
majesty,  intituled,  *  An  act  for  the  better  regulating  the  elec-  7  G.  s.  e.  i©\ 
tion  of  members  to  serve  in*  the  house  of  commons,  for  that  / 

part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland  ;  and  for  incapaci- 
tating the  judges  of  the  court  of  session,  court  of  justiciary,  *■ 
and  barons  of  the  court  of  exchequer,  in  Scotland,  to  he 
elected,  or  to  sit  or  vote  as  members  of  the  house  of  com- 
mons, before  the  lord  steward  of  his  majesty's  household, 
or  any  person  or  persons  authorized  by  him  for  that  effect, 
which  he  or  they  are  hereby  empowered  and  required  to 
administer;  and  if  a  member  to  serve  in  parliament,  so  o»»  "/£*'*£ 
elected,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  take  the  aforesaid  oath,  election  'de- e 
such  election  shall  be  void.                                                    dared  void- 

11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  Who  are  to  be 
That  at  the  annual  meetings  of  the  freeholders  at  Michael-  S?nt  lem- 
mas, the  original  constituent  members  shall  be  such  per-  ben. 
sans  only  as  shall  stand  upon  the  roll,  that  shall  have  been 
last  made  up,  whether  at  a  Michaelmas  meeting,  or  at  a 
meeting  lor  an  election  of  a  member  to  serve  in  parlia- 
ment, and  that  <a  copy  signed  and  extracted  of  the  roll  made 
up  by  the  freeholders  at  their  Michaelmas  meetings,  or 
meetings  for  elections,  together  with  the  minutes  of  their  Minu^of 
proceedings  at  their  said  meetings,  shall,  iby  the  respective  to°bt  entered 
clerks  of  such  meetings,  be  forthwith  delivered  to  the  J1  {gjkjjjjjp 
sheriff,  or  steward's  clerk,  gratia,  and  shall  be  inserted  in  or  steward's  ' 
books  to  be  kept  by  the  said  sheriff,  or  steward's  clerk,  for  clerk- 
that  purpose,  who  shall  forthwith  deliver  copies  of  the 
same,  extracted  and  signed,  to  any  freeholder  who  shall 
desire  the  same,  paying  the  legal  fee  for  an  ordinary  extract 
of  the  same  length,  and  shall,  at  every  subsequent  meeting 
at  Michaelmas,  or  meeting  for  any  election,  produce  the 
said  books,  for  the  nse  of  the  freeholders ;  and  in  case  such 
sheriff  or  steward's  clerk  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  enter  Mi?ute:t"*!3 
the  aforesaid  roils  of  election,  or  minutes  of  proceedings,  at  public 
into  books  so  to  he  kept  for  that  purpose  as  aforesaid,  or  meetings. 
shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  give  oopies  thereof,  -extracted  and 
signed,  or  .shall  omit  to  produce  the  books  at  any  auhse* 

2  r2 
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quent  meeting  as  aforesaid,  he  shall,  for  every  guch  offeneeV 
Penalty]  oa  forfeit  the  smn  of  one  hundred  pounds  sterling,  to  be  re- 
ref"sa1,  covered  by  any  freeholder,  within  such  shire  or  stewartry, 

who  shall  sue  for  the  same,  in  such  manner  as  is  hereafter 
directed  ;  and  if  the  aforesaid  principal  books,  containing 
the  rolls*  and  minutes  as  aforesaid,  shall  not  be  produced 
at  the  Michaelmas  meetings,  or  meetings  for  election,  a 
copy  of  the  said  roll  and  minutes,  extracted  and  signed  by 
the  sheriff  or  steward's  clerk,  shall  be  sufficient ;  and  if  the 
sheriff  or  steward's  clerk  shall  give  out  false  copies  of  the 
said  roll  or  minutes,  extracted  and  signed  by  him,  he  shall, 
Penalty  on    for  every  such  offence,  forfeit  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
copfif  of  ^e  Poul|d8  sterling  to  the  person  to  whom  the  false  copy  is 
■unutea.         given,  to  be  recovered  by  him  or  hts  executors,  in  the  man- 
ner herein-after  directed,  and  shall  be  for  ever  after  inca- 
pable of  holding  or  enjoying  his  said  office. 
The    roll   of     12.  A  wd  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
mSfe^ahili  That  at  every  election  of  a  commissioner  to  serve  in  parlitf- 
be  used  at  the  ment  for  any  shire  or  stewartry,  within  that  part  of  Great 
next  election.  Britaill  called  Scotland,  the  roll  of  electors  which  shall  be 
last  made  up  by  freeholders,  whether  at  the  Michaelmas 
meeting,  or  at  the  last  election  of  a  member  to  serve  in  par- 
liament, shall  be  the  roll  to  be  called  over  by  the  commis- 
sioner last  elected,  or  in  his  absence  by  the  sheriff  or  stew- 
ard's clerk,  in  order  to  the  election  of  preses  and  clerk,  as 
also  by  the  preses  after  he  is  chosen,  for  the  choice  of  the 
member  to-  serve  in  parliament,  and  for  the  determination 
of  all  the  questions  that  shall  arise  in  the  adjusting  the 
roll,  and  in  the  course  of  the  election,  excepting  so  far  is 
the  said  roll  shall,  after  the  meeting  is  duly  constituted  by 
the  choice  of  preses  or  clerk,  be  altered  by  judgment  of  the 
majority  of  the  freeholders  standing  on  that  roll,  by  leaving 
out  those  whose  circumstances  are  altered,  and  by  adding 
others  who  produce  proper  titles. 

13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

That  at  every  meeting  for  an  election  of  a  commissioner  to 

serve  in  parliament,  if  the  commissioner  last  elected,  or  in 

his  absence  the  sheriff  or  steward's  clerk,  shall,  in  the 

choice  of  preses  or  clerk,  receive  the  vote  of  any  person 

that  does  not  stand  upon  the  said  roll,  he  shall,  for  every 

Penalty  for     such  offence,  forfeit  the  sum  of  three  hundred  pounds  sterl- 

▼otesf <Ws*     *nS> to  every  candidate  for  the  office  of  preses  or  clerk  re- 

-sf>ectively,  for  whom  such  person  shall  not  have  given  his 

vote,  to  be  recovered  by  him  or  them,  his  or.  their  executors, 

respectively,  in  manner  herein-after  directed ;    or.  if  the 

commissioner  last  elected,  or  in  his  absence  the  sheriff  or 

steward's  clerk,  shall,  in  the  choice  of  preses  or  clerk,  not 

call  for,  or  shall  refuse  the  vote  of  any  person  whose  name 

penalty  on  re-  is  upon  the  said  roll,  he  shall,  for  every  such  offence,  forfeit 

rasing  good    ^e  tfke  8um  0f  three  hundred  pounds  sterling  to  the  person 

whose  name  shall  not  be  called  for,  or  whose  vote  shall  be 

refused,  to  be  recovered  by  him,  or  his  executors,  in  the 

manner  herein-after  directed  ;  and  if  the  preses,  after  he  i* 

chosen,  shall,  in  the  election  of  the  member  to  serve  in  par* 

liament,  receive  the  Vote  of  any  person  who  does  not  start! 
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upon  the  roll  duly  made  up  by  the  said  meeting,  he  shall, 
for  every  such  offence,  forfeit  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
pounds  sterling  to  every  candidate  for  whom  such  person 
shall  not  have  given  his  vote,  to  be  recovered  by  him,  or  . 
his  executors,  in  the  manner  herein-after  directed ;  or  if  the 
preses,  after  he  is  chosen,  shall,  in  the  election  of  the  mem- 
ber to  serve  in  parliament,  not  call  for,  or  shall  refuse  the 
vote  of  any  person  whose  name  is  upon  the  said  roll  so 
made  up,  as  aforesaid,  he  shall,  for  every  such  offence,  for- 
feit the  like  sum  of  two  hundred  pounds  sterling,  t*  the 
person  whose  name  shall  not  be  called  for,  or  whose  vote 
shall  be  refused,  to  be  recovered  by  him  or  his  executors, 
in  the  manner  herein-after  directed :  and  it  is  hereby  de- 
declared,  That  in  case  of  equality  of  votes  in  the  choice  of  On  equality  of 
preses  or  clerk,  the  commissioner  last  elected,  and  in  his  JJ^^^J0*" 
absence  any  freeholder  present  who  last  represented  the  wSoshaiiha've 
shire  or  stewartry  in  any  former  parliament ;  and  if  no  such  ^ecasting 
person  is  present,  the  freeholder  present  who  presided  last 
at  any  meeting  for  any  election,  and  in  his  absence  the 
freeholder  who  last  presided  at  any  Michaelmas  meeting ; 
and  if  none  of  the  said  persons  shall  be  present,  the  free- 
holder present  who  stands  first  on  the  roll,  shall,  besides 
their  own  votes, as  freeholders,  have  the  casting  and  deter- 
mining vote,  and  that  the  preses  chosen  shall,  after  his 
election,  in  the  choice  of  the  commissioner  to  serve  in  par- 
liament, and  all  other  questions,  where  the  votes  are  equal, 
in  like  manner,  besides  his  own  vote  as  a  freeholder,  have 
the  casting  and  determining  vote. 

-  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  The  clerk  be- 
That  the  persons  chosen  to  be  preses  and  clerk,  by  the  ma-  jjjk  chosen  by 
jority  of  the  freeholders  present,  standing  on  the  said  roll,  of6fSeffider», 
shall  be  preses  and  clerk  of  the  meeting  for  such  election  ;  n£JJplrait1ed 
and  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  number  of  freeholders  to  choose  ano- 
separate  from  the  majority  of  the  persons  present,  who thcr- 
stand  upon  the  said  roll,  and  set  up  any  person  as  preses  or 
clerk,  other  than  those  who  shall  be  chosen  by  the  ma- 
jority of  the  freeholders  present,  standing  on  the  said  roll, 
and  that  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  person  to  act  as 
preses  or  clerk  at  any  such  election,  unless  they  are  chosen 
by  the  majority  of  persons  standing  on  the  said  roll ;  and 
every  freeholder  who  shall  so  separate  from  the  majority  of  Penalty  on  se- 
the  freeholders  on  the  roll,  and  set  up  any  person  as  preses  thTfoehSdV1 
or  clerk  other  than  those  who  shall  be  chosen  by  the  ma-  ers. 
jority,  as  aforesaid,  he  shall,  for  every  such  offence,  forfeit 
the  sum  of  fifty  pounds  sterling  to  the  candidate  who  shall 
be  chosen  by  the  majority  of  the  freeholders  from  whom 
such  separation  was  made,  to  be  recovered  by  him  or  his 
executors  in  manner  herein-after  directed  :  and  if  any  per- 
son presume  to  act  as  preses  or  olerk,  who  is  not  chosen  by 
the  majority  of  the  freeholders  present  standing  on  the  said 
roll,  he  shall,  for  every  such  offence,  forfeit  the  sum  of  penalty  on 
two  hundred  pounds  sterling,  to  the  candidate  who  shall  Jj2lg^inl6ut 
be  chosen  by  the  majority  of  the  freeholders,  as  aforesaid,  aDy  authority, 
to  be  recovered  by  him,  or  his  executors,  as  herein-after 
directed, 
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JffflgJw  o*        16.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
SS£°to  i»     That  the  oommiMioner  last  elected,  or  in  his  absence  the 
r<S£atolttf  sheriff,  or  steward's  clerk,  shall  sign  the  minutes  of  the 
cteTdMMik  election  of  ureses  and  clerk,  and  deliver  the  same  to  the 
clerk  chosen  by  the  majority  of  the  freeholders,  as  aforesaid ; 
and  if  the  commissioner  last  elected,  or  in  his  absence,  the 
sheriff  or  steward's  clerk,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  sign  the 
aforesaid  minutes  of  election  of  proses  and  clerk,  and  de- 
liver the  same  to  the  clerk  chosen,  as  aforesaid,  or  shall  sign 
Penalty  on  re-  febe  minutes  thereof,  he  shall,  for  every  such  offence,  for* 
fJPSH^SSm  Kit  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  sterling,  to  the  person 
fabe  minutes,  elected  preses,  as  aforesaid,  to  be  recovered  by  him,  or  his 
executors,  in  the  manner  hereinafter  directed. 
leV  And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
cm  i»  mm*  Hiat  the  clerk  chosen  by  the  majority  of  the  freeholders  en 
a  trot  return.  ^  afore#aid  ron>  wnnl{  ^^m  to  the  gfeenff  or  steward  such 

person  as  shall  be  elected  by  the  majority  of  the  freeholders 
en  the  roll  made  up  at  the  meeting  for  election,  in  the  man- 
ner aforesaid ;  and  if  the  clerk  chosen,  as  aforesaid,  shall 
refuse  or  neglect  to  return  the  person  elected  by  the  majority 
of  the  freeholders  on  the  roll,  made  up  at  the  meeting  for 
election,  or  shall  return  any  person  other  than  him  who  aha*? 
be  elected  by  the  majority  of  the  freeholders,  as  aforesaid, 
he  shall,  for  every  such  offence,  instead  of  the  penalty  or 
forfeiture  to  which  he  is  made  liable  by  the  aforesaid  act, 
Penalty  on  re-  made  in  the  seventh  year  of  his  present  majesty,  forfeit  the 
niakmgafalse  ium  of  ffve  hundred  pounds  sterling,  to  the  candidate  chosen 
one.  by  the  majority  of  the  freeholders  em  the  aforesaid  roH ;  to 

be  recovered  by  him  or  his  executors,  in  the  manner  herein- 
after directed. 
ihe  return  «>     .if.  And  be  at  further  enacted,  by  Ae  authority  aforesaid, 
tbe^tit     *°  ^h**  ererT  •tariff  <*  steward  of  any  shire  or  stewactry, 
within  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland,  upon  pro- 
ducing" eo  him  a  copy  of  the  aforesaid  roll  last  made  up  by 
the  treeholdens,  at  the  last  Michaelmas  meeting,  or  a*  the 
last  election  «of  a  member  to  serve  in  parliament,  extracted 
and  signed  by  the  sheriff  or  steward's  clerk,  and  upon  pro- 
ducing and  shewing  to  him  the  original  minutes  of  the  elec- 
tion of  preses  and  clerk,  signed  by  the  oommissioner  last 
elected,  or  in  his  absence,  by  the  sheriff  or  steward's  desk, 
•hall  annex  to  the  writ  the  return  made  by  the  clerk  chosen 
by  the  majority  of  the  freeholders  on  the  aforesaid  roU;  ami 
if  any  such  sheriff  or  steward  shall  neglect,  or  refuse  to  an- 
nex to  the  writ,  touch  return,  or  if  he  shall  annex  to  the  writ 
she  return  made  by  any  other  peraon,  pretending  to  Jm 
-clerk  to  the  •election,  he  shall,  for  <e**ry  such  offence,  in- 
stead of  the  «penalty  or  forfeiture  to  which  he  is  made  liable 
■by  the  aforesaid  act,  made  in  the  seventh  year  of  his  pre- 
Penalty.         sent  majesty,  forfeit  the  sum  of  five-hundred  pounds  sterling, 
to  -the  person  returned  by  the  clerk,  and  chosen  by  the  ma- 
jority of  the  freeholders  on  the  aforesaid  roll,  to  be  recovered 
"by  1iim  or  his  executors,  in  the  manner  herein-after  directed . 
When  the  Mi-     *&•  A  ND  De  **  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
«haeimaa  head  That  every  sheriff  or  steward  of  any  shire  or  etewastry, 
c-aurt  shaii  be  ^^  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland,  shall  smed 
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the  Michaelmas  head  court  in  all  time  to  come,  on  the  day 
on  which  it  shall  appear  to  him  to  have  been  most  usually 
held  in  times  past ;  and  to  prevent  all  uncertainty  in  time  «■ 

coming,  every  sheriff  or  steward  shall,  at  least  fourteen  days 
before  Michaelmas  next,  appoint  a  precise  day  for  holding 
his  Michaelmas  head  court,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven      .    .        _ 
hundred  and  forty-three  ;  and  shall  cause  intimate  the  day  ^  ta^ariah- 
of  holding  his  court  at  all  the  parish-churches  within  his  ^^g^S* 
said  shire  or  stewartry,  upon  a  Sunday,  at  least  eight  days     ** 
preceding  the  next  Michaelmas  head  court :  and  it  is  here- 
by declared,  That  the  days  bo  to  be  appointed  by  the  said 
sheriff  or  steward,  before -Michaelmas  next,  shall  be  the  an- 
niversary for  holding  the  Michaelmas  head  court  of  the  said 
shire  or  stewartry,  in  all  time  coming. 

19.  And  whereas  by  the  constitution  of  the  shire  of  Suther-  Ums*  of  the 
land,  and  by  constant  usage,  the  small  barons  of  the  said  tbjrland. 
shire  have  been  represented  in  parliament,  not  only  by  the 
immediate  vassals  of  the  king  and  prince,  but  also  by  those 

who  held  their  lands  of  the  earls  of  Sutherland,  or  of  other 
subject  superiors,  and  such  vassals  holding  their  lands  of 
subject  superiors,  have  been  in  use  to  vote  at  the  election 
of  the  commissioners  for  the  said  shire  of  Sutherland,  as 
well  as  the  vassals  of  the  king  and  prince,  and  that  without 
any  restriction  as  to  the  quota  of  the  old  extent,  or  of  the 
valued  rent  of  the  lands,  in  respect  whereof  a  right  to  vote 
at  such  elections,  or  to  be  elected  commissioner  for  the  said 
shire,  was  claimed,  and  thereby  votes  have  been  unduly 
multiplied,  and  several  persons  have  claimed  a  vote  in  re- 
spect of  the  superiority  and  property  of  the  same  lands, 
whereby  great  confusions  are  likely  to  ensue  in  future  elec- 
tions ;  for  remedy  thereof,  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  au- 
thority aforesaid,  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  Sep- 
tember, which  shall  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord;  one  thou-  Qualification 
sand  seven  hundred  and  forty  .five,  no  person  shall  be  capa-  of  candidates 
We  to  be  elected  commissioner  for  the  said  shire,  or  shall  *"**  e,ector»- 
have  right  to  vote  at  such  election,-  unless  he  be  infeoft, 
and  in  possession  of  lands  liable  to  his  majesty's  supplies, 
and  other  public  burthens,  at  the  rate  of  two  hundred 
pounds  Scots  valued  rent. 

20.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  £ddlc£» 
That  one  person,  and  no  more,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  to  hold  their 
such  elections,  or  to  be  elected,  in  respect  of  the  same  lands;  i^iy  fromuie 
and  that  where  lands  are  now  holden  by  any  baron,  or  other  king  or  prince. 
freeholder,  immediately  of  the  king  or  prince,  such  baron, 

or  freeholder,  shall  be  capable  to  be  elected,  and  shall  be 
entitled  to  vote  for  those  lands  :  and  no  vassal,  or  sub-vas- 
sal of  the  said  baron  or  freeholder,  shall  have  right  to  vote,  In  what  caws 
or  to  be  elected,  in  respect  thereof;  and  that  where  lands  the  proprietors 
are  now  holden,  or  shall  at  any  time  hereafter  be  holden  of  £J{e. 
the  king  or  prince,  by  a  peer  or  other  person,  or  body  poli- 
tic or  corporate,  who  by  law  are  disabled  to  be  a  member  of 
the  house  of  commons,  or  to  vote  in  such  elections ;  in  such 
case  the  proprietor  and  owner  of  such  lands,  and  not  any  of 
his  superiors,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote,  or  to  be  elected,  in 
respect  of  the  same  lands ;  and  that  no  alienation  of  the 
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Seriority  to  be  made  by  such  peer,,  or  other  person,  or 
y  politic,  incapable  to  elect  or  to  be  elected,  shalL  de- 
prive the  proprietor  and  owner  of  the  lands  of  hie  right  to 
vote  in  the  elections  for  the  said  shire,  or  hie  capacity  to  be 
elected ;  nor  entitle  the  purchaser  of  the  said  superiority  to 
T^n^  held    *°t*>  or  to  be  elected ;  and  that  the  property  of  lands,  of 
pjrt  .<xf  •»•    the*  valuation  aforesaid,  holden  in  part  immediately  of  the 
offMwISt^kiag  or  prince,  and  im  part  of  a  peer,  or  other  pesson,.  or 
shaifluaiiiy  body  politic  incapable  to  elect,  or  to  be  elected,  shaE  be  a> 
Sect?  or  be  *  sufficient  qualification  to  the  proprietor  and  owner  of  such 
elected.  lands,  and  shall  entitle  such  proprietor  to  votey  and  to  be 

elected  for  the-  said  shire ;  any  law  or  usage  to  the  eon* 
trary  notwithstanding. 
When  free-  21.  And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That 
SffiStffi"'  the  freeholder*  and  proprietors,  having  right  to  elect  or  to 
meet  «d  be  elected  a  commissioner  for  the  shire  of  Sutherland, 
mak»*fott.  shall  meet  at  the  head-borough  of  the  said  shire,  at  the 
Michaelmas  head  court,  which  shall  be  in.  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one' thousand  seven  hundred  and  fbr.ty-fi.ve,  and  shall 
make  up  a  roll  of  the  electors  having  right  to  vote  in  the 
choice  of  a  commissioner,  in  the  terms  of  this  present  act, 
and  of  the  other  acts  of  parliament,  made  touching  the 
election  of  commissioners  for  shires  in  Scotland;  and 
which  roll,  so  made  up,  shall  be  revised  yearly  at  the 
Michaelmas  meetings,  at  and  after  elections  according  to 
the  rules  prescribed  in  this  act,  and  in  other  acts  made  for 
regulating  the  elections  of  commissioners  for  shires*  in  that 
part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland :  and  it  is  hereby  de- 
clared, That  the  said  acts  of  parliament  do  extend  to  the 
shire  of  Sutherland,  as  well  as  to  the  other  shires  in  Scot- 
land, except  in  so  far  as  it  is  otherwise  provided  by  this 
present  act. 

23.  And  whereas  at  the  election  of  members  to  serve  in 
parliament  for  the  districts  of  boroughs  in  that  part  of 
Great  Britain  called  Scotland,  it  often  happen*,  that  more 
persons  than  one  claim  to  be  admitted  to  vote  a*  commis- 
sioners for  the  same  borough,  which  furnishes  pretences  to 
the  clerks  of  the  presiding  boroughs  for  partially  Turing 
false  and  undue  returns :  For  remedy  thereof,  be  it  en* 
AtsaiwMi      acted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  at  the  annual  elec- 
mfeafuy  Sail  tion  of  magistrates  and  counsellors,  and  in  all  the  proceed* 
notMjparmte    ings  previous  to  the  election  of  the  magistrates  and  coun- 
JaSSy,    ***  sailors  for  the  succeeding  year,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for 
the  minority  of  any  meeting  for .  election,  either  of  magis- 
trates or  counsellors,  or  deacons,  or  other  persons,  who,  by 
the  constitution  of  the  respective  boroughs,  may  have 
votes  in  the  election  of  magistrates  or  counsellors,  to  sepa- 
rate from  the  majority  of  those  having  right  to  act  by  the 
constitution  of  the  burgh  at  such  meetings,  upon  any  pre- 
text whatsoever ;  nor  to  make  any  separate  election  of  ma- 
gistrates, counsellors,  or  electors :  but  the  minority  shall, 
in  all  cases,  submit  to  the  election  made  by  the  majority, 
in  all  the  parts  of  election ;  and  if  any  person  elected  by 
the  minority  of  any  such  meeting,  shall  presume  to  vote  in 
the  ejection  of  magistrates  or  counsellors,  or  in  leetug 
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"the  magistrates  or  counsellors,  or  in  any  <ofher  step  of  the 
election,  he  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  ggnalgr  oo  of- 
sterling  to  any  one  of  the  majority  of  such  meeting,  to  be  ****** 
recovered  by  hhn  in  the  manner -hereafter  directed. 

23.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  by  the  authority  afore-  No jmo 
said,  That  no  person  elected  to  be  a  magistrate  or  conn-  SiSritfehlul 
sellor  by  a,  minority  of  those  haying  right  to  vote  in  elec-  have  a  right 
tions  of  the  magistrates  and  counsellors,  shall,  upon  any  to  *ct* 
pretext  whatsoever,  presume  to  act  as  magistrate  or  coun- 
sellor ;  and  if  any  person  shall  notwithstanding  presume 

to  act  as  magistrate  or  counsellor,  he  shall,  for  every  such  JSJ1**  °hn 
offence,  forfeit  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  sterling,  to  so  chosen. 
the  magistrates,  or  counsellors,  elected  by  the  majority,  or 
to  any  of  them  who  shall  sue  for  the  same,  to  be  recovered 
by  him  or  them  in  the  manner  herein-after  directed. 

24.  Provided  dlways,  and  it  is  hereby  declared  and  wrongs  done 
enacted,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  aqd  for  any  by  the  maio- 
constltuent  member,  at 'any  meeting  for  election  of  magis-  £3^22  by 
tr&tes  or  counsellors,  or  of  any  meeting  previous  to  that  for  the  court  of 

"the  election  of  magistrates  and  counsellors  respectively, 8essi0Q* 
who  shall  apprehend  any  wrong  to  have  been  done  by  the 
majority  of  such  meeting,  to  apply  to  the  said  court  of 
session,  by  a  summary  complaint  for  rectifying  such  abuse, 
or  for  making  void  the  whole  election  made  by  the  said 
majority,  or  for  declaring  and  ascertaining  the  election 
made  by  the  minority,  so  as  such  complaint  be  presented 
to  the  said  court  of  session  within  two  calendar  months 
after  the  annual  election  of  the  magistrates  and  coun- 
sellors ;  and  the  said  court  shall  thereupon  grant  a  warrant 
for  summoning  the  magistrates  and  counsellors,  elected  by 
the  majority,  upon  thirty  days  notice,  and  shall  hear  and 
determine  the  said  complaint  summarily,  without  abiding 
the  course  of  any  roll,  and  shall  allow  to  'the  party  who 
ahall  prevail,  their  fnll  costs  of  suit. 

:25.  And  whereas  the  magistrates  and  counsellors  of  the  JJ^JT ****** 
royal  boroughs  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scot-  an7counseV 
land,  by  virtue  of  several  laws  now  in  force,- are  bound  to  Jjy  taking  the 
take  and  subscribe  the  oath  of  allegiance,  subscribe  the  evera 
assurance,  and  to  take  and  sign  the  oath  of  abjuration,  for 
and  on  account  of  their  election  into  their  respective  offices : 
and  that  in  his  majesty's  courts  of  session,  justiciary,  or 
exchequer,  at  Edinburgh,  or  at  the  quarter-sessions  of  the 
respective  shires  and  stewartries,  within  -  which  the  royal 
boraughsvare  situate,  which  has  been  found  by  experience 
to  be  attended  with  great  trouble  and  expence  to  the  said 
magistrates  and   counsellors:   for  remedy  thereof,  be  it 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful  to  the  said  magistrates  and  counsellors  to  take 
and  subscribe  the  oath  of  allegiance,  subscribe  the  assur- 
auce,  and  take  and  sign  the  oath  of  abjuration,  before  the 
council  of  their  respective  boroughs ;  and  which  oaths  the 
ichief  magistrate,  or  any  other  magistrate   of  the   said 
boroughs  respectively,  is  hereby  impowered  and  required 


I         to  administer ;  and  the  oaths  so  taken  shall  be  equal,  in  all 
i         respects,  as  if  they  had  been  taken  in  the  courts,  and  before 
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.the  judges,  directed  by  the  several  acts  of  parliament 
above  referred  to. 
Tt»e  ciCTt  to  ae.  And  be  it  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That 
minion,  and"  At  every  election  of  commissioners  for  choosing  burgesses 
Jj.  ft*  the  seal  for  any  district  of  boroughs  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain 
rough.  called  Scotland,  the  common  clerk  of  each  borough  within 

the  said  district  shall  make  out  a  commission  to  the  person 
chosen  commissioner  by  the  major  part  of  the  magistrates 
and  town  council  assembled  for  that  purpose ;  which  ma- 
gistrates and  town-council  shall  take  the  oath  of  allegi- 
ance, and  sign  the  same  with  the  assurance,  and  shall  take 
all  the  other  oaths  appointed  to  be  taken  at  such  election, 
by  this  or  any  former  act,  if  required ;  and  the  said  clerk 
shall  affix  the  common  seal  of  the  borough  thereto  and 
sign  such  commission,  and  shall  not,  on  any  pretence 
whatsoever,  make  out  a  commission  for  any  person  as  com- 
missioner, other  than  him  who  is  chosen  by  the  majority  as 
aforesaid  ;  and  if  any  common  clerk  of  any  borough  shall 
neglect  or  refuse  duly  to  make  out  and  sign  a  commission 
to  the  commissioner  elected  by  the  majority  as  aforesaid, 
and  affix  the  seal  oft  the  borough  thereto ;  or  if  he  shall 
make  out  and  sign  a  commission  to  any  other  person  who 
is  not  chosen  by  the  majority,  or  affix  the  common  seal  of 
the  borough  thereto ;  he  shall,  for  every  such  offence,  for- 
feit the  snm  of  rive  hundred  pounds  sterling  to  the  person 
elected  commissioner  for  the  said  borough  as  aforesaid,  to 
be  recovered  by  him  or  his  executors  in  the  manner  herein- 
after directed,  and  shall  also  suffer  imprisonment  for  the 
space  of  six  calendar  months,  and  be  for  ever  after  disabled 
to  hold  or  enjoy  the  said  office  of  common  clerk  of  the  said 
borough,  as  effectually  as  if  he  was  naturally  dead. 
Penalty  on         27.  A  nd  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

aSanPa3cierk  ^^a*  ^  anv  otner  Per»on  WD0  ls  not  tne  common  clerk  of 
an/makhJ  '  the  borough,  shall  take  upon  himself  to  act  as  such  in  any 
commission    election  of  a  commissioner  for  choosing  a  burgess  foi  any 
district  of  boroughs  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain   called 
.  Scotland,  and  shall  make  out  a  commission  for  any  other 
person  as  commissioner,  other  than  the  person  who  was 
chosen  by  the  majority  as  aforesaid,  and  shall  sign  or  affix 
the  common  seal  of  the  borough  thereto;  he  shall,  for 
every  such  offence,  forfeit  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds 
sterling,  to  the  person  elected  commissioner  for  the  said 
borough  as  aforesaid,  to  be  recovered  by  him  or  his  exe- 
cutors in  the  manner  herein-after  directed. 
Who  shall  act     28.  And  whereas  by  an  act  passed  in  that  part  of  Great 
theSSSn/  Britain  called  Scotland,  the  fifth  day  of  February,  in  the 
commission-    year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seven,  intituled, 
"**  -  '  Act  settling  the  manner  of  electing  the  sixteen  peers, 

and  forty-five  commoners,  to  represent  Scotland,  in  the 
parliament  of  Great  Britain ;'  it  is,  amongst  other  things 
enacted,  That  where  the  votes  of  the  commissioners  for  the 
said  boroughs,  met  to  choose  representatives  from  their 
several  districts  to  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  shall 
be  equal ;  in  that  case,  the  president  of  the  meeting  shall 
have  a  casting  or  decisive  vote,  and  that  by  an  attour  his 
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vote  as  a  commissioner  from  the  borough  from  which  he  is 
sent ;  but  no  provision  is  made  in  case  of  the  absence  of 
the  commissioner  from  the  presiding  borough,  or  of  his 
refusing  to  vote  at  such  election :  For  remedy  thereof,  be 
it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  the  commis- 
sioner from  the  presiding  borough  shall  be  absent  from  the 
meeting  of  commissioners  for  choosing  burgesses  to  serve 
in  parliament,  or  shall  refuse  to  vote  at  such  election,  the 
commissioner  from  the  borough  which  was  the  presiding 
borough  at  the  last  election ;  and  if  he  also  be  absent,  or 
shall  refuse  to  vote  as  aforesaid,  the  commissioner  from  the 
borough  which  was  the  presiding  borough  at  the  election 
immediately  preceding  the  last ;  and  in .  case  he  shall  be 
likewise  absent,  or  shall  refuse  to  vote  as  aforesaid,  the 
commissioner  from  the  borough  which  was  the  last  presid- 
ing borough  but  two,  shall  have,  in  the  aforesaid  respective 
cases,  besides  his  own  vote,  the  casting  or  decisive  vote. 

29.  And  be  it  further  declared,  by  the  authority  afore-  No  ojfcctioa 
said,  That  it  is  no  objection  to  any  commissioner  for  choos-  JSdento"  &«. 
ing  a  burgess,  that  he  is  not  a  residenter  within   the 
borough,  bearing  all  portable  charges  with  his  neighbours, 

or  that  he  is  not  tramcing  merchant  therein,  or  that  he  is 
not  in  possession  of  any  burgage  lands  or  houses  holding 
of  the  said  borough,  and  that  such  qualifications  need  not 
be  engrossed  in  his  commission ;  any  law,  custom,  or  usage 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

30.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  afore-  YJjjV0*^    j 
said,  That  at  all  meetings  of  commissioners  for  choosing  towed  e 
burgesses  to  serve  in  parliament,  the  common  clerk  of  the 
presiding  borough  shall  allow  the  votes  of  such  persons 

only  who  produce  commissions,  authenticated  by  the  sub- 
scription of  the  common  clerk,  and  the  common  seal  of  the 
respective  boroughs  within  the  district,  and  shall  return  to 
the  sheriff  or  steward  the  person  elected  by  the  major  part 
of  the  commissioners  assembled,  whose  commissions  are 
authenticated  as  aforesaid ;  and  if  he  neglect  or  refuse  to 
return  such  persons  so  elected  to  the  sheriff  or  steward,  or 
if  he  shall  return  to  the  sheriff  or  steward  any  person  other 
than  him  who  is  so  elected,  he  shall,  for  every  such  offence, 
instead  of  the  penalty  or  forfeiture  to  which  he  is  made 
liable  by  the  aforesaid  act,  made  in  the  seventh  year  of  his 
present  majesty,  forfeit  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds  Penalty. 
sterling,  to  the  candidate  elected  by  the  majority  of  the 
commissioners  assembled,  whose  commissions  are  authen- 
ticated as  aforesaid,  to  be  recovered  by  him  or  his  exe- 
cutors, in  the  manner  herein-after  directed ;  and  he  shall 
also  suffer  imprisonment  for  the  space  of  six  calendar 
months,  and  be  for  ever  after  disabled  to  hold  or  enjoy  his 
said  office  of  common  clerk  of  the  said  presiding  borough, 
as  if  he  was  naturally  dead. 

31.  And  be  it  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  Writ*nJara- 
erery  sheriff  or  steward  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  JJSdV      **" 
Scotland,  shall  annex  to  the  writ  the  return  made  by  the 
aforesaid  clerk  of  the  presiding  borough;  and  if  any  such 

sheriff  or  steward  neglect  or  refuse  to  annex  to  the  writ 
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each  return,  or  if  he  aheil  annex  to  the  writ  any  retain 
aade  by  any  ether  person,  he  shall,  for  every  snch  offence, 
instead  of  the  penalty  or  forfeiture  to  which  he  is  made 
liable  by  the  aforesaid  act,  made  in  the  seventh  year  of  his 
Penalty.  present  majesty,  forfeit  the  sum  of  fife  hundred  pounds 
sterling,  to  the  candidate  returned  by  the  aforesaid  clerk  of 
the  presiding  borough*  to  be  recovered  by  him  or  hi*  ens* 
outors  in  the  manner  herein-after  directed. 
Proviso.  M.  Provided  always,  That  if  any  person  to  whom  no 

commission  is  made  out,  as  aforesaid,  shall  insist  that  he 
was  duly  elected  the  commissioner  from  any  royal  borough, 
the  person  so  claiming  shall  be  admitted,  to  the.  meeting  of 
the  commissioners  for  choosing  burgesses  to.  serve  in  par- 
liament, and  may,  at  the  said  meeting  make  offer  of  taking 
all  the  oaths  required  by  law,  and  declare  for  whom  he 
would  have  voted,  had  he  been  duly  comnussaoned,  which 
oaths  the  clerk  of  the  presiding  borough  is  hereby  required 
and  impowered  to  administer ;  and  the  said  clerk  shall 
also  set  down  in  the  minutes  of  proceedings,  the  declara- 
tion of  snch  person  as  to  the  candidate  for  whom  he  would 
v         have  voted,  had  he  been  duly  commissioned ;  but  the  said 
clerk  shall,  upon  no  pretence  whatsoever,  receive  or  con- 
sider such  person  as  a  legal  voter,  or  such  declaration  as  a 
legal  vote,  at  such  election. 
Act  s  Geo.  £.     3*.  Amd  whereas  doubts  have  arisen,  whether  the  act  ef 
toSefe<tfotuof  PttUuroBt  made  in  the  second  year  of  the  reign  of  his  pre- 
delegafes.       sent  majesty,  intituled,  '  An  act  for  the  more  effectual 
preventing  bribery  and  corruption  in  the  election  of  mem- 
bers to  serve  in  parliament/  extends  to  the  electors  of  cem- 
nussioucre  for  choosing  burgesses :  be  it  hereby  enacted, 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  -electors  of  eenunis- 
stonexs  for  any  royal  borough,  within  that  part  of  Great 
Britain  called  Scotland,  for  choosing  burgesses  to  partia- 
ment,  are  within  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  said 
act,  to  be  considered  as  electors,  of  the  member  to  serve  ia 
parliament,  and  shall  be  so  deemed  and  adjudged  to  afl 
intents  and  purposes  whatsoever,  and  shall  be- liable  to-all 
the  provisions,  forfeitures,  and  incapacities,  to -which  per* 
spns  voting,  or  claiming  to  vote  for  any  member  to  serve  ia 
parliament,  are  made  liable  by  the  said  act. 
■■  S4.  Ann  be  it  further  enacted,  by  die  authority  afore- 
said, That  at  every  election  of  commissioners  for  choosing 
burgesses  for  the  several  districts  of  boroughs  in  that  part 
of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland,  and » at  the  election  of  a 
burgess  to  serve  ia  parliament  for  the  city  of  Edinburgh, 
every  magistrate,  town  counsellor,  or  person  having,  or 
claiming  to  have  a  right  to  vote  at  such  election,  instead  of 
the  oath  prescribed  to  be  taken  by  the  said  act,  before  he 
is  admitted  to  vote  at  the  same  election,  shall  take  the 
following  oath,  in  case  the  same  shall  be  demanded  by  any 
one  of  the  electors :  and  which  oath  any  of  the  magistrates, 
or,  in  their  absence,  any  of  the  town  council,  are  heresy 
impowered'  and  required  to  administer  r 
o.th  to  b«    '      '  I.  A*  2?.,  do  solemnly  swear,  That  I  have  not,  directly 
taken  by  the   or  indirectly,  by  way  of  loan  or  other  device  whatsoever, 
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received  any  nun  or  sums  of  money,  office,  place,  employ-  mwp»trates, 
ment,  gratuity,  or  reward,  or  any  bond,  bill,  or  note,  or  any  Jf  r£u**£J?n 
premise  of  any  lonornm  of  money,  office,  place,  em-  *«. 
ploymeat,  or  gratuity  whatsoever,  either  by  myself  or  any 
other,  to  my  use  or  benefit,  or  advantage,  or  to  the  we, 
benefit,  or  advantage  of  the  city  or  borough  of  -which  T  am 
magistrate,  oouasellar,  or  burgess,  in  order  to  give  my  rote 
at  this  election.  <  So  help  me  God/ 

•&5«  And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, That  in  all  elections  of  comnrissionerB  for  choosing 
bawgssses,  and  before  they 'proceed  to  election,  the  common 
clerk  of  each  borough  shall  take  and  subscribe  toe  oath 
Allowing,  which  any  of  the  magistrates,  01,  in  their 
absence,  any  two  of  the  town-council,  are  aereby  im- 
powered  and  required -to  administer ; 

•<  I,  A.  Bn  6V  solemnly  swear,  That  I  hare  not,  directly  Oath  to  be 
or  indirectly,  byway  of  loan  or  other  device  whatsoever,  SJ^dfck, 
jteotived  any  sum  or  sums  of  money,  office,  place,  employ-  before  the 


■Mmt,<gm*uity,  or  reward,  or  any  bond,  bfll,  or  note,  of  any  SSnfcskL 
fBMiiiise  of  any  sum  or  sums  of  money,  office,  place,  om-  en  to  choose 
pleyment,  or  gratuity  whatsoever,  either  by  myself  or  any  t^***8**- 
other,  to  my  use,  or  benefit,  or  advantage,  toinake  oat  any 
commission  for  a  commissioner  for  choosing  a  burgess;  and 
that  I  will  duly  make  out  a  commission  to  the  commissioner 
who  shal  be  chosen  by  the  majority  of  the  town-council 
assembled,  and  to  no  other  person.      (  So  help  me  God.' 
And  that  at  all  meetings  of  the  commissioners  for  choosing 
fenvgesses  to  serve  in  parliament,  and  before  they  proceed 
*othe  election,  the  clerk  of  the  presiding  borough  shall 
tame  and  subscribe  the  following  oath,  which  the  commis- 
sioner for  the  presiding  borough,  or  in  dm  absence  any 
other  of  tao  oommissioness,  is  hereby  vequired  and  un- 
dowered to  administer : 

\(  I,  A.  B.,  do  solemnly  swear,  that  I  have  not,  directly  Oath  of  the 
or  indirectly,  by  way  of  loan,  or  ether  devise  whatsoever,  £lSldhig*%o- 
reeoived  any  sum  or  sums  of  money,  office,  place,  employ-  rough,  before 
meat,  gratuity  or  reward,  or  any  bond,  bill,  or  note,  or  any  elwSion- 
promise  of  any  sum  or  sums  of  money,  office,  place,  ens* 
payment,  or  gratuity  whatsoever,  either  by  myself,  or  any 
other,  to  any  use,  or+bemefit,  or  advantage,  to  make  -any 
return  at  this  election  of  a  member  to  serve  in  parliament^ 
and  that  I  will  return  to  the  sheriff  or  steward  the  person 
elected  by  the  major  part  of  the  commissionefls  assembled, 
whose  commissions  are  authenticated  by  the  subscription 
of  ane  common  clerk,  and  caramon  seal  of  the  respective 
tooroughsof  this  district.  '  So  help  me  God/ 

M.  Ah  a  be  it  farther  enacted,  by  the  authority  afoie- 
•srfA,  That  if  the  clerk  of  (the  presiding  borough  shall  neg-  penalty  on  the 
4ect«r  refuse  to  take  the  oath  aforesaid,  such  clerk,  so  clerk  of  the 
refusing  or  neglecting,  shall  be  incapable  to  act  as  clerk  to  JJJJjft1  *e£ 
the  said  meeting ;  and  it  shall  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  lect. 
commissioners,  and  they  are  hereby  impowered  and  re- 
efunved  to  oheose  another  clerk  to  the  meeting  for  the  elec- 
tion, <and  who  shall  hswe  all  the  powers  and  authorities  in 
Hie  «aid  meeting,  and  ta  the  returning  the  member  chosen 
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by  them,  that  by  law  are  competent  to  the  clerk  of  the 
presiding  borough. 

37.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, That  at  all  the  elections  of  a  member  to  serve  in  par- 
liament for  any  county  or  stewartry  in  that  part  of  Great 
Britain  called  Scotland,  the  clerk  chosen  by  the  majority 
of  such  persons  as  stand  upon  the  said  roll  last  made  up 
by  the  freeholders,  whether  at  the  Michaelmas  court,  or  at 
the  last  election  of  a  member  to  serve  in  parliament,  shall 
immediately  after  his  election,  take  and  subscribe  Che  fol- 
lowing oath,  which  the  proses  of  the  meeting  is  hereby 
required  and  impowered  to  administer : 
Oath  of  the        *  I,  A.  B.9  do  solemnly  swear,  That  I  have  not,  directly 
tionof  mem-C" or  *ndirectly,  by  way  of  loan  or  other  device  whatsoever, 
bin.  received  any  sum  or  sums  of  money,  office,  place,  or  em- 

ployment, gratuity,  or  reward,  or  any  bond,  bill,  or  note, 
or  any  promise  of  any  Bum  or  sums  of  money,  office,  place, 
employment^  or  gratuity  whatsoever,  by  myself  or  any 
other,  to  my  use,  or  benefit,  or  advantage,  to  make  any 
return  at  the  present  election  of  a  member  to  serve  in  par- 
liament ;  and  that  I  will  return  to  the  sheriff  or  steward 
the  person  elected  by  the  majority  of  the  freeholders  upon 
the  roll  made  up  at  this  election,  and  who  shall  be  present 
and  vote  at  this  meeting.  *  So  help  me  God.' 

88.  And  whereas,  by  the  said  act  of  parliament  made  in 

the  second  year  of  the  reign  of  his  present  majesty,  it  is 

enacted,  That  every  sheriff,  mayor,  bailiff,  headboroagh,  or 

other  person  being  the  returning  officer  of  any  member  to 

serve  in  parliament,  shall,  immediately  after  reading  the 

writ  or  precept  for  the  election  of  such  members,  take  and 

subscribe  the  oath  contained  in  the  aforesaid  act ;  be  it 

Repeal  of  part  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  so  much  of  the 

•f  theact  2G-.  8aid  act  as  requires  the  said  oath  to  be  taken   by  any 

Scotland!9  °  returning  officer  within  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called 

Scotland,  shall  be  and  is  hereby  repealed, 

39.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  afore* 

Penaitiescf    sa*^>  ^nat  ^  any  Person  shall  presume  wilfully  and  falsely 

perjury.  to  u wear  and  subscribe  any  of  the  oaths  required  to  be 

taken  by  this  act,  and  shall  thereof  be  lawfully  convicted, 

he  shall  incur  the  pains  and  punishments  of  perjury,  and 

be  prosecuted  for  the  same,  according  to  the  laws  and 

forms  in  use  in  Scotland.  .  .         t. 

/     40.  A  nd  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

writs  of  sum- That  when  any  new  parliament  shall,  at  any  time  here* 

mons  for  call-  after,  be  summoned  or  called,  the  lord  chancellory  lord 

ifamentrto  be  keeper,  or  lords  commissioners  of  the  great  seal  for  the  time 

Made  out  im-  being,  shall  issue  out  the  Writs  for  election  of  members  to 

mediately.      8erve  in  pariiament  for  ^at  part  of  Qreat  Britain  called 

Scotland,  with  as  much  expedition  as  the  same  may  he 
done ;  and  that  as  well  upon  the  calling  or  summoning  any 
new  parliament,  as  also  in  case  of  any  vacancy  daring  this 
present  or  any  future  parliament,  the  several  writs  shall  ht 
delivered  to  the  sheriff  or  steward  to  whom  the  execution 
thereof  does  belong  or  appertain,  and  to  no  other  person 
whatsoever ;  and  that  every  such  sheriff  or  steward,  upon 
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theseceipt  «f  the  writ,  shall,  mpon  the  bade  thereof,  in- 
dorse the  day  he  received  the  same,  and  shall  forthwith, 
upon  receipt  of  the  writ,  at  least  within  the  space  of  four 
days  after  the  receipt  thereof,  make  out  a  precept  to  each 
borough  within  his  jurisdiction,  to  elect  a  commissioner  for 
choosing  a  burgess  to  serve  in  parliament,  and  shall  canse 
the  same  to  be  delivered  to  the  chief  magistrate  of  such 
borough  resiant  in  the  borough  for  the  time  being ;  and  in 
case  such  sheriff  or  steward  shall  neglect  to  indorse  on  the 
badk  of  the  writ  the  day  he  received  the  same,  or  shall 
neglect  to  make  out  his  precept,  and  to  deliver  the  same  to 
the  Chief  magistrate  within  the  time,  and  in  the  manner 
above  directed,  he  shall,  for  every  such  offence,  forfeit  the  Penalty  on 
sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  sterling,  to  any  magistrate  of  jjJrt&jJS!*7" 
Ihe  borough  to  which  the  precept  is  not  timously  delivered,  cepts. 
Who  shall  sue  for  the  same,  to  be  recovered  in  manner 
herein-after  directed. 

41.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  snch  chief  magistrate  to  whom  the  precept  shall  be  JJSJji^ii 
delivered  in  manner   above  directed,   upon  the  receipt  be  called,  for 
thereof,  shall,  upon  the  back  of  the  precept,  indorse  the  fjdfoose  adaT 
day  he  received  the  same,  and  shall,  within  two  days  after  commissioner 
his  receipt  of  the  precept,  call  and  summon  the  council  of  SJJJ!!?"1*  * 
the  borough  together,  by  giving  notice  personally,  or  leav- 
ing (notice  at  the  dwelling-place  of  every  counsellor  then 
ffflsiant  in  that  borough,  which  council  shall  then  appoint  a 
jaevemptory  day  for  the  election  of  a  commissioner  for 
<Gh0oaing  a -burgess  to  serve  in  parliament. 

43.  PiaovftDBD*lwagrs,  That  two  free  days  shall  intervene  aiio^te? 
•beuwistthe^neettngof  the  council  which  appoints  the  day  tweenthe 
«f  election  of  the  said  commissioner,  and  the  day  on  which  g^Sd  {£' *' 
4he  election  of  the  «ommissiouer  is  to  be  made :  and 'incase  day  of  election. 
•entfh  ohief  magistrate  shall  neglect  to  indorse  the  day  he  ffij*' JJ***" 
«*cjM*ed  the  :preoept,.onrthc  back  thereof,  or  to  summon 'the  done  tbe°~day 
jOOUBoii  within  the  time  and  in  the  manner  above  directed,  ^•JJJJJ} 
.be  shall,  for  every  such  offence,  forfeit  the  sum  of  one  Jinn-  d^Juty. 
-deed  'pounds  sterling,  to  any  magistrate  or  counsellor  of  the 
said  borough  who  shall  sue  for  the  same,  to  be  recovered 
an  -manner  herein-after  directed. 

43.  .And  be  it  further  enaotedyby  the  authority  aforesaid, 

*Ehat  every  penalty  or  forfeiture  by  this  act  imposed,  in  'that  Manner  of  re- 
part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland,  shall  and  may  be  £3S£*  **" 
sued  for  and  recovered  "by  way  of  summary  complaint,  be- 
4o*e  the  court  of  session,  upon  thirty  days'  notice  to  the 
jpeMou  complained  of,  without  abiding  the  course  of  any 
«dll ;  which  said  complaint  the  court  of  session  is  hereby 
authorized  and  (required  to-  determine ;  as  also  to  declare 
.the  disabilities  and  incapacities,  and  to  direot  the  ivpri- 
4M>nments,  as  herein  provided. 

44.  Provided  always,  and  It  is  hereby  deolared  and  en- 
acted* by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  no  person  shall  be  J^**00  °* 
ssostde  liable  to  any  incapacity,  disability,  forfeiture,  or  pe- 

-**alty  by  this  aot  imposed,  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain 
called  Scotland,  unless  prosecution  be  commenced  within 

2s2 
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one  year  after  Bach  incapacity,  disability,  forfeiture,  or  pe- 
nalty shall  be  incurred. 


Anno  14°  Georgii  III.  Cap.  81. 

An  Act  for  altering  and  amending  an  Act,  made  in  the  Six- 
teenth Year  of  his  late  Majesty's  Reign,  intituled,  An  Act 
to  explain  and  amend  the  Laws  touching  the  Election  of 
Members  to  serve  for  the  Commons  in  Parliament,  for  that 
part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland  ;  and  to  restrain  the 
Partiality,  and  regulate  the  Conduct,  of  Returning  Officers 
at  such  Elections,  by  altering  the  Time  of  Notice,  ordered 
by  the  said  Act  to  be  given,  in  the  Service  of  Complaints  to 
the  Court  of  Session,  of  Wrongs  done  in  Elections,  and  by 
regulating  the  Manner,  and  settling  the  Place,  of  Election 
of  a  Burgess  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  a  District  of 
Boroughs  in  Scotland,  when  the  Election  of  the  Magis- 
trates and  Council  of  a  Borough,  which  ought  in  course  to 
be  the  presiding  Borough  at  an  Election,  happens  to  be  re- 
duced, and  made  void,  by  a  Decree  of  the  Court  of  Session, 
and  not  revived  by  the  Crown,  when  such  Election  is  made. 

A.  D.  1774. 

Whereas  by  an  act,  made  in  the  sixteenth  year  of  his  late 
ti«  Geo.  2.  majesty's  reign,  intituled,  'An  act  to  explain  and  amend 
the  laws  touching  the  elections  of  members  to  serve  for  the 
commons  in  parliament,  for  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called 
Scotland,  and  to  restrain  the  partiality,  and  regulate  the 
conduct,  of  returning  officers,  at  such  elections/  complaints 
to  the  court  of  session,  for  redress  of  wrongs  committed  by 
the  inrolling,  or  refusing  to  inrol,  persons  claiming  to  be 
inrolled  in  the  roll  of  freeholders,  or  in  the  annual  elections 
of  royal  boroughs,  are  ordered  to  be  served  upon  thirty 
days'  notice ;  And  whereas  it  is  found  by  experience,  so 
long  notice  is  unnecessary,  and  occasions  delay  in  the  sum- 
Cmtrt'of  Ms-mary  determination  of  such  complaints,  agreeable  to  the 
3w 'notice**  intendment  of  the  said  act :  may  it  therefore  please  your 
shjiijTant     majesty  that  it  may  be  enacted,  and  be  it  enacted,  &c, 
serviceofcom-  That  from  and  after  the  twelfth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of 
Si5?©/or  re" 0Br  ^jat^  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-four,  the 
wrongs  com-    court  of  session  shall  grant  warrants  for  the  service  of  all 
rcSw  »uie<>  sucn  €omPl*into  as  aforesaid,  upon  fifteen  days9  notice. 
tioofT  2.  And  whereas  the  elections  of  magistrates  and  coun- 

sellors of  royal  boroughs  in  Scotland  have  sometimes  been 
reduced  and  made  void  by  decrees  of  the  court  of  Bessie*, 
in  actions  or  complaints  brought  before  the  said  court  for 
that  purpose,  by  which  the  corporate  powers  '  of  such 
boroughs  are,  in  effect,  in  a  state  of  non-existence,  until  re- 
stored by  the  justice  and  favour  of  the  crown ;  and  'whereas 
no  provision  is  made  in  the  aforesaid  act  of  the  sixteenth  year 
of  the  reign  of  his  late  majesty,  or  any  other  act  now  in  being, 
for  regulating  the  manner,  and  settling  the  place  of  election 
of  a  burgess  to  serve  in  parliament  for  a  district  of  boroughs 
in  Scotland,  when  the  election  of  magistrates  and  council 
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of  a  borough,  which  ought  in  course  to  have  been  the  pre- 
siding borough  at  the  election,  happens  to  be  reduced,  and 
not  revived  when  the  election  is  made.    For  remedying       ^ 
thereof,  be  it  enacted,  by  the- authority  aforesaid,  That  in  SSaBto*  * 
every  election  of  a  burgess  to  serve  in  parliament  for  a  dis-  serve  in  par- 
trict  of  boroughs  in  Scotland,  when  it  shall  happen  that  }j£££nt  n>"M 
the  election  of  the  magistrates  and  council  of  the  borough, 
which  ought  to  have  been  the  presiding  borough  at  such 
election,  is  reduced  and  not  revived,  the  next  borough  en* 
titled  to  preside  in  turn,  shall  be  the  presiding  borough, 
and  the  election  shall  be  made  at  that  borough ;  and  the 
commissioner  for  that  borough  shall  be  the  president  of  the 
meeting  of  commissioners  for  the  election,  and  have  a  cast- 
ing and  decisive  vote,  besides  his  own,  as  commissioner, 
where  the  votes  of  the  commissioners  are  equal ;  and  the 
common  clerk  of  that  borough  shall  be  clerk  to  the  elec- 
tion ;  and  every  matter  and  thing  concerning  the  election 
shall  be  proceeded  in  as  if  that  borough  had  been  the  pre- 
siding borough,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  rotation. 

3.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  borough'  which  would  have  been  the  presiding  The  presiding 
borough  at  the  election,  if  the  election  of  the  magistrates  dSSS/bo^ 
and  counsellors  of  such  borough  had  not  been  reduced,  to  be  ascer- 
shall,  when  revived  by  the  justice  and  favour  of  the  crown, taUMd* 
have  no  right 'or  title  to  be  a  presiding  borough  in  the  elec- 
tion of  a  burgess  to  serve  in  parliament  for  the  district  of 
boroughs  of  which  it  is  one,  until  the  other  boroughs  of  tbe 
district,  each  in  their  turn,  have  successively  provided,  and  * 

that  the  right  devolves  upon  snch  borough  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  rotation. 


Anno  35<>  Georgii  III.  Cap.  65. 

An  Act  to  prevent  unnecessary  Delay  in  the  Execution  of 
Writs,  for  the  Election  of  Members  to  serve  in  Parliament, 
for  that  Part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland. 

A.D.  1795. 

Whereas  the  execution  of  writs  of  election  of  members  to  Preamble' 
serve  for  the  commons  in  parliament  for  that  part  of  Great 
Britain  called  Scotland,  has  often  been  improperly  delayed ; 
for  remedy  whereof,  may  it  please  your  majesty  that  it  may  shcrflii  <J« •■ 
be  enacted,  and  be  it  enacted,  &c,  That  the  sheriff,  or  P«?te«,  or  mh- 
steward  depute,  or  substitute  of  any  county,  or  stewartry,  Stoiofwlfoin' 
in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland,  shall,  within  «*  days  atte> 
six  free  days  after  receiving  the  writ  or  writs  for  the  elec-  SrHsItbe  no- 
tion of  members  to  serve  in  parliament,  direct  the  notices tlces  required 
required  by  law.  to  be  given,  as  to  the  time  and  place  of  SecUonVof  °r 
election  of  a  member  for  such  county  or  stewartry;  and  roeinb<rs  4< '• 
that  the  day  of  election  appointed  by  the  sheriff  shall  not 
be  sooner  than  six  free  days,  nor  later  than  fifteen  days 
after  the  day  of  publication  at  the  church  doors. 

2.  And  whereas  doubts  have  been  entertained  by  whom  %>e^ttt  sfl*" 
the  writs  for  election  of  members  to  serve  for  the  commons  ££ or7»u,#*' 
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Oieir  atoera,  jnpaiManent  for  that  part  of  Oieat  Britain  «alted  Scet- 
StS,§tore-"    laad,  /should  be  received and executed  when them happens 
c£eiSkto  be  a  P"*"?*!  or  Mgh  sheriff,  or  Stewart  appointed  hy 
Election*,       sms  anajesty  in  any  comity  or  stewaxtary,  as  well  as  a  sheriff 
depute,  ior  Stewart  depute,  whose  commission  is  also  de- 
mised torn  the  crown,  and  is,  «4  vitmm  out  eagpom,  n  vespect 
Jo  last,  by  an  act  passed  in  the  twentieth  year  -of  Ids  late 
snajesty,  ifor  taking  away  and  abolishing  the  heritable  joris- 
dfetfasm,  these  offices,  and  die  potters  and  authorities  be- 
longing to  then,  were  essentially  changed  ;  for  remedy 
thereof,  and  to  remove  anon  doubts,  •be  it  enacted,  That, 
amon  issuing  ef  any  writ  or  writs for  the  election  -of  a  ment- 
*ir  or  members  to  serve  in  parliament  for  that  part  of  Oreat 
Britain  called  Scotland,  the  said  writ  or  writs  shall  he 
forthwith  forwarded  and  delivered  to  the  sheriff  depute,  or 
atewart  depute,  or  to  the  substitute  *f  each,  and  the  prin- 
cipal or  high  sheriff,  or  Stewart,  ahall  not  officiate  either  in 
receiving  or  in  executing  the  writ,  the  whole  of  this  doty 
being  entrusted  to  the  sheriff  depute,  or  Stewart  depate,  or 
in  -case  of  absence,  to  the  aubatitate  of  each,  and  to  no  other 
smrsen  whatsoever. 
ItoMjLqr  <m        8.  A*d  fee  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if 
rierif&de-    anyntariff,  or  Stewart  depute,  or  substitute,  shall  wilrafty 
negiectof       refuse,  select,  or  delay  to  do  or  perform  what  is  hereby  re- 
dutj- ;  quired  of  him,  in  any  of  the  particulars  aforesaid,  he  shall, 

.  for  every  offence,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
sounds  eteriing,  one  half  to  the  person  who  shall  sue  for 
the  jame,  and  die  other  half  to  his  majesty,  to  be  sued  for 
and  recovered  in  the  manner  directed  by  an  act  of  the  six- 
teenth year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  majesty  kingGeorge  the 
Second,  intituled, '  An  act  to  explain  and  amend  the  laws 
touching  the  election  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament 
for  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland  ;  and  to  re- 
strain the  partiality,  and  regulate  the  conduct,  of  return- 
ing <oftoers  at  such  elections/ 
4.  iw  foe  it  enacted  by  thejnitbority  aforesaid,  That  if 
Xeriff  &ffor  my  principal,  or  high  sheriff,  or  Stewart,  or  any  person, 
interfering  in  «uto  thaa  the  sheriff  or  Stewart  depute,  or  the  substitute 
tf  wri£cutio11  of  eacn;  sna11  prawune,  in  any  .respect,  to  interfere,  or  take 
trpon  himself  the  execution  of  writs  of  election  of  members 
to  serve  in  parliament  for  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called 
Scotland,  every  such  person  so  offending  in  any  particular, 
shall,  for  every  offence,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  one 
thousand  pounds  sterling,  one  half  to  the  person  who  «MM 
eve  ifor  the  same,  and  the  other  naif  to  his  majesty,  bis 
faetTB,  and  successors,  .to  be  sued  for  and  recovered  in  the 
maimer  directed  by  an  act  of  the  sixteenth  year  of  the  reign 
of  his  late  majesty  king  George  the  Second,  intituled, 'An 
acttoeqplain  and  amend  the  laws  touching  the  election  of 
members  to  serve  for  the  commons  in  parliament  for  that 
part  of  txreat  Britain  called  Scotland ;  and  to  restrain  the 
■partiality,  and  regulate  the  conduct,  of  returning  officers  at 
such  elections  j'  and  further,  the  person  convicted  on  any 
attrt,  shall  thereby  become  disabled  and  incapable  of  aver 
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bearing  and  executing  any  office  or' place  of  trust  what' 
soever,  under  his  majesty,  his  heirs,  and  successors. 

5.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  limitation  of 

j*  Actions 

authority  aforesaid,  That  every  action  or  suit  for  any  of- 
fence against  this  act,  shall  be  commenced  within  twelve 
months  after  commission  of  the  fact  on  which  the  same  is 
grounded,  or  within  twelve  months  after  the  conclusion  of 
any  proceedings  in  the  house  of  commons  relating  to  such 
election. 

-   6.  And  whereas  the  several  parish  churches  in  the  stew-  Write  for  the 
artry  of  Orkney  and  Zetland  are  situated  upon  islands,  de-  membSsVor 
tached  and  difficult  of  access ;  be  it  therefore  enacted,  QiP****^ 
That  the  writ  for  the  election  of  a  member  to  serve  in  par-  to  bepu£  6re 
liament  for  the  said  stewartry,  shall  be  published  at  the  lfehed. 
town  of  Kirkwall,  and  the  twelve  parish  churches  in  the 
island  of  Pomona,  or  the  main  land  of  Orkney  only. 
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An  Act  to  amend  an  Act,  made  in  the  Twenty -second  Year  of 
the  Reign  of  his  present  Majesty,  intituled,  An  Act  for  better 
securing  the  Freedom  of  Elections  of  Members  to  serve  in 
Parliament,  by  disabling  certain  Officers  employed  in  the 
Collection  or  Management  of  his  Majesty's  Revenues,  from 
giving  their  votes  at  such  Elections,  by  extending  the  Pro* 
visions  thereof  to  Persons  voting  in  any  Meeting  of  Free- 
holders for  Preses  or  Clerk,  or  on  any  Question  relative  to 

'.  the  Adjustment  of  the  Roll  of  Freeholders,  in  that  Part  of 
Great  Britain  called  Scotland ;  and  for  empowering  Free- 
holders to  administer  the  Oath  of  Trust  and  Possession  to 
Persons  offering  to  vote  for  Preses  and  Clerk.  A.  D.  1797. 

Whereas  an  act  was  made  in  the  twenty-second  year  of 
the  reign  of  his  present  majesty,  intituled, '  An  act  for  better  £2  SjJ,s*c,4f 
securing  the  freedom  of  elections  of  members  to  serve  in  par-  na    * 
liament  by  disabling  certain  officers,  employed  in  the  collec- 
tion or  management  of  his  majesty's  revenues,  from  giving 
their  votes  at  such  elections ;'  And  whereas  great  inconveni- 
encies  have  arisen  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scot- 
land, at  the  meetings  for  elections  of  members  to  serve  in 
parliament,  by  the  persons  who  are  declared  by  the  said 
act  incapable  of  voting  at  such  elections  giving  their  votes 
for  the  choice  of  preses  or  clerk  to  the  freeholders,  and  on 
questions  relative  to  the  adjustment  of  the  roll,  not  only  at 
such  elections,  but  at  other  meetings  of  freeholders,  whereby 
the  votes  of  such  persons  so  incapacitated,  although  not 
actually  given  for  any  member  to  serve  in  parliament,  yet 
may  often  be  decisive  of  such  election  ;  Be  it  therefore  en-  j$0  person 
acted,  &c.  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  no  described  in 
,  person  or  persons  described  in  the  said  recited  act,  and  aslncapaMeot 
thereby  rendered  incapable   of  voting  in  the  election  of  votin£  fiw  »*    ' 
members  to  send  in  parliament,  shall  be  capable  of  voting  JJLrfLnent,  t» 
at  any  election  for  the  choice  of  a  preses  or  clerk  to  the  v°te  for  »' 
freeholders  of  any  county  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  C*JSJ. 
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Sjjft™}11  .^  «Ued  Scotland,  or  on  any  questions  relative  to  the  adjuat- 
J,ootUnd'  «*•  ment  of  the  roll  of  freeholder*  of  any  aueh  county,  not  only 
at  such  elections,  bat  at  all  other  meetings  of  the  free- 
holders of  any  such  county;  and  if  any  -person,  hereby 
made  incapable  of  voting,  shall  nevertheless  presume  to 
give  bis  vote  daring  the  time  he  shall  hold,  or  within 
twelve  calendar  months  after  he  shall  cease  to  hold  or  exe- 
cute, any  of  the  offices  mentioned  in  the  said  act,  contrary 
to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  such  votes  so 
given  shall  be  held  noil  and  void  to  all  intents  and  pur* 
po»fty  «jt     PftKJ'trieAteoevcr ;  and  every  person  so  offending  shall  for- 
voSSifSD;  feM  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds,  one  moiety  thereof  to 
ihe-inibHner,  and  the  other  moiety  thereof  to  be  immedi- 
ately paid  Into  the  hands  of  4he  clerk  of  the  justices  of 
the  peace  of  the  counties  or  atewartries  in  that  part  of 
Oreat  Britain  called  Scotland,  to  be  applied  and  disposed 
of  to  such  purposes  as  the  justices  at  the  next  gene- 
ral quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  to  be  held  for  such 
county  or  stewartry  shall  think  fit ;  to  be  recovered  by 
summary  complaint  before  the,  court  of  session  in  Scot- 
■nd  incapacity  land;  and  the  person  convicted  on  any  such  suit,  shall 
maj«ty         thereby  become  disabled  and  incapable  of  their  bearing  or 
~   executing  any  office  or  place  of  trust  whatsoever,  under  his 
majesty,  hisueirs  and  successors. 
Any  free-  &  Ann 'be  it  farther  enacted,  That  if  any  person,  at  an 

tth  S±f  f  e^ecti(m  fb?  a  member  to  serve  in  parliament  tor  any 
Sua? wSfpot-  county,  snail  offer  to  vote  in  the  election  of  preses  and 
seaakm  to  jper-  clerk,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  freeholder  to  put 
tovote  for0*  the  oath  of  trust  and  possession  to  him  before  giving  his 
pram  and      vote,  In  the  same  manner  as  is  now  practised  after  the 

preses  and  clerk  are  chosen. 
No  person         S.  Provided  also,  and  be  it  enacted,  That  no  person 
n^f£nfea,   e^^  he  Uabie  to  Any  iorfeitmre  or  penalty  by  this  act  laid 
yraaacutod     or  imposed,  unless  pveaeomtion  be  commenced  within  twelve 
within  **•».  jnojLth8>a£feer  inch  penalty  or  forfeiture  ahall  be  incurred. 
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PART    L 
j  INDEX  TO  THE  SUMMARY  AND  GENERAL  STATUTES. 

N.  B.— The  Arabic  Numeral*  refer  to  the  pages  of  the.  Summery,  the: 

Roman  to  those  of  the  Statutes. 

A. 

ABODE  of  freeholders  to  be  entered  on-  the  pell  book,  71-2;  lii. 
freeholders'  oath  of,  may  be  qualified,  74. 

Absentee,  proceedings  of  committee  relative  to-the  absence  of  members, 
xcviii.  from  parliament  to  be  amerced,  x.  and  lose  tbeir  wages, 
xvii. 

Adjournment.    See  PoU.  Committee*  County  Court. 

Admiralty,  secretary  to,  not  disqualified  as  a  member)  lxxiii.  decks 
and  deputies  of  commissioners  disqualified,  69,  lxxii.  the  same  in  the 
office  of  lord  bigb  admiral,  69,  lxxii. 

Admissions.    See  Freeman. 

Agent.    See  Evidence. 

Aliens,  who  are,  1.  cannot  vote  unless  deaisated;  or  naturalised^  1. 
cannot  be  elected,  58. 

Ale-duties,  what  persons  concerned  in  not  to  be  members,  xsvii. 
xxxvii. 

Alms,  receipt  of,  when  it  disqualifies  to  rote,  $,  4.  within  win*  time, 
3,  lxL 

Ancient  demesne,  tenants  in,  disqualified  to  vote,  6* 

Annuity,  when  it  gives  the  right  to  vote,  9.  must  be  registered .  with 
clerk  of  the  peace,  9,  26.  when  it  must  be  registered  12  months 
before  the  election,  26,  xc.  Annuities  coming  by  descent,  fire. 
must  be  registered  according  to  the  fact,  27.  since  176t,  a  memorial 
must  be  registered,  xci.,  how-  to  be  registered,  xoi.  where  voter  is 
assignee,  xci.  when  made  40  miles  from  the  office  of'  cleric  of 
the  peace,  xcii.  evidence  of  registration,  ibid,  officer  to  attend 
with  books  of  entries  of,  at  elections,  xciii.  annuities  not  liable*  to 
assessment  under  20  G.  3,  c.  17,  26. 

Appeal,  commissioners  of  clerks  and  deputies  not  to  be  members, 
xxxvii.    See  Excise,  Customs,  Stamps.    Against  land-tax  assess- 
ments, cix.  further  appeal  to  sessions,  cxii.  costs,  ibid,  petition  of, 
See  Petition. 
Army,  promotion  in,  does  not  vacate  member's  seat,  00;  xirn  deputy 
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paymaster  not  disqualified  an  a  member,  Ixxiii.  paymaster's  clerks 
disqualified  as  members,  lxxii.  and  agents,  xliii.  clxi.  and  comp- 
trollers of  accounts,  xliii. 

Arrest,  members  privileged  from,  xli.  lxix.  c. 

Assessor,  his  duty  in  delivering  duplicates,'  cix.  his  evidence  to 
supply  want  of  assessment  rejected,  23. 

Assessment.  See  Freehold.  Of  freehold  in  cities  and  towns  being 
counties,  how  made  and  to  whom  duplicates  delivered,  lxxxii. 
justices  may  order  assessments  to  be  made,  cxi.  duplicates  to  be 
placed  on  the  church  doors,  cix.  may  be  amended  upon  appeal, 
,  cxii.  duplicates  to  be  open  to  inspection,  cxiii.  lxxvi.  copies  of, 
evidence,  cxiii.  penalty  on  clerk  of  the  peace  refusing,  cxiv.  form 
of,  20,  cxv,  no  proof  of  the  annual  value  of  the  freehold,  \7. 

Aylesbury,  69. 

B. 

Bailiffs  to  return  precepts  to  sheriffs,  xvi«   See  Returning  Officer. 

Bank  of  England,  governor,  deputy  governor  and  directors  may  be 
members,  lxxii.    so  may  members  of  the  corporation,  xxvii. 

Bankruptcy,  when  it  vacates  a  member's  seat,  60,  clxxv. 

Bankers*  books,  when  evidence,  107. 

Barristers,  communications  to  privileged,  106.  number  of,  allowed 
before  committees,  95. 

Bonds  to  procure  a  return  void,  xxxi.  so  to  re-convey  lands  given  as  a 
qualification,  18, 1. 

Book*  See  Returns.    Freeman, 

Borough,  right  of  voting  for,  29.   oath  of  voters  for,  cxxx. 

Bramber,  freeholders  of,  vote  for  New  Shoreham,  2,  ciii. 

Bribery,  what  jt  is,  51.    wager  laid  by  two  voters  on  the  event  of  the 

•  .election,  ibid,  whether  payment  of  the  voter's  travelling  expences 

is  bribery,  or  of  fees  on  his  admission  as  a  freeman,  or  the  giving 

money  after  an  election,  52.    corruptly  procuring  a  return,   54. 

clxxii.    always  an  offence  at  common  law,  51.    effects  of,  as  to 

candidate,  54.  at  the  particular  election,  54.  at  a  future  election,  54. 

judgment  of  bribery  by  a  committee,  55.   what  amounts  to  it,  ibid. 

effect  of,   as  to  voter,  conviction  of,  disqualifies,  1,  lxiii.    but  a 

declaration  by  committee,  that  a  person  has  been  guilty  of  bribery 

does  not,  1.  penalty  upon,  for  taking  a  bribe,  lxiii.  oath  against,  to 

be  taken  by  returning  officer  at  the  election,  69,  lxii.  by  the  voter  at 

the  poll,  and  before  polling  if  required,  73,  lxi.  clxxi.  penalty  upon, 

for  perjury,  lxiii.  act  against,  to  be  publicly  read  at  the  election, 

69,  lxiv.  offenders  indemnified  by  discovering  others,  lxiv.   lhnita- 

"    tion  of  prosecution',  lxiv.   personal  service  of  process,  lxviii. 
Burgage   tenure,    nature  of,  31-2-3.  according  to  the  decisions  of 
i   committees,  31.  the  tenement  must  be  indivisible  to  give  a  right  of 
voting,  31-2.  modern  definitions,  32.  the  tenure  is  socage,  34.  the 
different  interests,  of  the  tenants  in  the  tenements,  34.  whether 
T  8  W.  3.  c.26,  extends  to  such  boroughs,  34.  possession  of  the  pre- 
mises, 34-5.    tenants  exempted  from  the  freeholder's   oath,  pre- 
scribed by  19  G.  2,  c.  28,  lxxxiv.  v.    occasionally  in  such  bo- 
.  roughs,  35. 

C. 

Calicoes,  persons  concerned  in  the  duties  on,  not  to  meddle  with 
elections,  xlix. 
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Call  of  the  houseman  days  appointed  to  ohose  cniamittees,  clvii* 

Candidate*.  .See  Members.  Nomination  of,  6ft.  mast  take  the  quali- 
fication oath,  if  required,  69,  xlvi.  consequences  of  refusal,  69, 
xlvii.  may  be  proposed  daring  the  poll,  71,  with  the  minority  of, 
votes  when  declared  duly  elected,  48-9,  65.  for  what  expenoes  the 
candidate  is  liable,  66*  for  polL-books  and  administering  oaths,  cliv. 
must  be,  21  years. old,  48,.  68,  xxxv.  need,  not  reside  in  the  county, 
cvii.  consent  of,  will  not  compromise  the  rights  of  electors,  70,  76. 

Captain,  fitc.  of  post  office  packets  cannot  vote,  cxxi. 

Cards,  persons  concerned  in,  duties,  on*  not  to  meddle  with  elections, 
xlix. 

Casting  yoke,  returning  officer  has  none,  aniens,  by  particular  custom, 
75,  chairman  of  a  select,  committee  has,  scix. 

Certificate,  by  two  members  of  a  vacancy  during  a  recess,  cxxvi.  of 
having  taken  the  oaths  at  an  election  given  to  the  voter,  clii.  printed 
forms  of,  to  be  provided,  cliv.  a  book  of  the  certificates  of  annuities 
to  bckept,  xcii. 

Chambers,  right  of  voting  for,  not  restrained,,  though  not  charged  with 
the  land-tax,  lxxv. 

Charity,  when  it  disqualifies,  4. 

Cheater,  to  have  members,  xix. 

Cheque  book,  for  counties*  72,  Ixxvii.  for  cities,  &<*•  which  are  conn- 
ties,  67,  73,  lxxxiii. 

Cinque/ ported  officer  of,  allowed  six  days  for  delivery  of  precept,  65, 
xxxvi.  Xiord  Warden. not  to  recommend  members,  xxvi. 

Cities  and  boroughs,  right  of  voting  for,  29,  and  oath  of  voters,  cxxx.  1* 

Cities  and  towns  which  are  counties  of  themselves,  duty  of  returning 
officers  for,  after  receipt,  of  the  writ  and  before  the  election,  664 
daring  the  election,  see  Returning  Offieer.  Regulation  of  elections 
in,  lxxjx. 

Clerk  of  the  peace,  to  keep  a  hook  of  the,  certificates  of  annuities, 
xoii.  and  attend  at  elections  with  it  on  request,  xciii.  it  maybe 
inspected,  xojuu  to  attend  at  elections  with  duplicates  of  the  land- 
tax,  cxiii.  penalty  on  refusing  inspection  of  the  duplicates,  cxiv.  how 
paid,  cxiii. .  to  attend  daily  at  his  office  gratis,  after  the  issuing  of  the 
writ,  cxiii.  penalties  how  recovered,  cxiv.  how  verdict  against 
him  operates  as  a  conviction,  cxiv*  of  the  crown,  see  Crown  and 
Pewtftiw. 

Commissioners  for,  administering  oaths  at  the  election,  73,  clii*'  See 
Oaths. 

Committee  for  the  trial  of  petitions,  mode  of  selecting,  85,  86,  87, 
xciii.  cxxxii.  number  of  members,  ibid,  choice  of  nominees,  ibid. 
excuses  from  serving  upon,  xcv.  clxxxiii.  iv.  notice  of,  to  be  given 
by  the  speaker  to  the  petitioners,  &c.  85,  xciii.  cxxxii.  when  to  the 
returning  officer,  cxxxvi.  of  petition  of  appeal  to  be  inserted  in  the 
gazette,  86,  cxiv.  where  there  are  more  than  two  parties  in  distinct 
interests,  87,  cii.,  how  swern,  87,  xcvi.  when  deemed  legally  ap- 
pointed, 87,  clxxxiii.  when  to  meet,  87,  xcvi.  chairman  chosen, 
87,  xcvii.  to  have  a  casting  voice,  xcvii*  if  the  49  cannot  be  com- 
pleted, the  house  may  proceed  to  other  business,  civil,  what  may  be 
proceeded  in  on  the  days  appointed  to  consider  the  petition,  cxlix. 
adjournment  of,  for  what  time  and  how,  xcvii;  where  they  have  a 
report  to  make,  or  the  house  adjourns  longer  than  three  days,  cii. 
proceedings  by*  when  a  member  of  cannot  vote,  xcix.  absence  of 
members*  xcviii,  how  many  must  attend,  xcviii.  resolutions  re- 
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ported,  xcviii.  right  of  election  disputed,  88.  preliminary  objections 
:  to  the  petitioner's  proceeding,  88.  where  the  sitting  member  with- 
draws, 90.  petitioner's  case,  how  to  be  opened,  91.  allegations  in 
the  petition,  evidence  of,  91-2.  power  of  the  committee  as  to  wit- 
nesses, xcix.  cxli.  to  send  for  papers,  xcyi.  separate  questions 
separately  tried,  92.  lists  of  objected  voters  delivered  to  the  clerk 
of  the  house,  93.  what  objections  to  be  specified  in  the  lists,  95-4. 
a  point  may  be  re-argued,  95.  parties  who  may  be  before  the  com- 
mittee, 95.  order  of  hearing  them,  96-7.  separation  of,  97.  counsel, 
number  of  allowed,  95-6.  evidence  before,  See  ^Evidence.  Will  not 
grant  orders  to  produce  title  deeds,  103.  witnesses  upon  oatb,  xcix. 
report  of,  that  petition  is  frivolous  or  vexatious,  107,  cxlii.  upon  the 
right  of  election,  or  chusing  returning  officers,  109.  final,  ibid.  cxlv. 
when  last  determination  may  be  explained,  and  by  what  evidence, 
110.  not  dissolved  by  prorogation,  cxlvi. 

Confidential  communications.    See  Evidence. 

Contracts,  what  contracts'  with  government  disqualify  the  contractors 
to  be  members,  59,  cxxiii.  clxi.  members  having,  may  be  discharged 
from  them,  cxxiv.  condition  to  be  inserted  in  all,  that  no  member 
shall  have  a  share,  cxxv. 

Conveyances,  to  multiply  votes,  void,  18,  xxxiv.  and  absolute  to  the 
grantee,  1.  to  create  fraudulent,  shall  have  no  operation,  18,  lxxxiiL 

Corporation,  sole  may  rote,  11.  aggregate  members  of,  have  no  vote 
as  freeholders  in  respect  of  the  corporate  lands,  11.  members  of, 
their  right  of  voting  in  towns,  &c.  37.  how  composed,  37. 

Copyholders,  cannot  rote  for  counties,  6,  lxxxv.  where  they  are  quali- 
fied to  vote,  34.  common  copyholders  can  vote  only  at  Cricklade,  31. 

Counties,  right  of  voting  for,  5.    See  Freehold, 

County,  court  for  elections  where  held,  65.  a  special  one  to  be  held 
for  the  election  only,  65,  cxxx.  as  to  the  holding  of  county  courts 
and  their  adjournment,  See  xxxiii.  xxxv.  lxvi.  cxxx.  not  to  be  ad- 
journed for  more  than  16  days,  65,  lxxviii.  proceedings  against 
sheriff  offending,  ibid,  not  to  be  unnecessarily  adjourned,  nor  to 

*  another  place  without  consent  of  candidates,  xxxiv.  at  Southamp- 
ton, must  be  adjourned  to  Newport  at  request  of  candidate,  xxxv. 

Coventry,  regulation  of  elections  at,  cxv. 

Cricklade,  regulation  of  elections  at,  cxxi. 

Crown,  clerk  of,  his  duty  as  to  entering  returns,  xxxi.  See  Penalties. 

Customs,  what  persons  concerned  in  are  not  to  vote,  2,  cxxi.  nor  to 
influence  any  election  of  members,  57,  xl.  what  persons  concerned 
in  are  disqualified  as  members,  58,  xxxix.  clx. 

Customary  tenants,  whether  they  can  vote,  7. 


D. 

Declaration  against  popery,  and  when  to  be  made,  61,  xxiv.  xxv.  of 
fidelity  by  quakers,  how  made  at  the  election,  cfiv. 

Denizens  may  vote,  1,  cannot  be  elected,  68. 

Devises  by  will,  within  the  splitting  act,  clxxvii. 

Dice,  persons  concerned  in  duties  on,  not  to  influence  elections,  xlix. 

Duplicates  of  land-tax  assessments,  how  to  be  made,  and  regulations 

■  respecting  them,  lxxvi.  cviii.  ix.  cxiii.  clerk  of  the  peace  to  attend 

with  them  during  the  election,  at  the  candidates'  expence ;  to  make 

copies  of  them,  cxiii.  for  cities  and  towns,  which  are  counties  of 

themselves,  lxxxii. 
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Dower,  where  the  husband  of  widow  entitled  to,  may  vote  in  right  of, 

8,  czii. 
Durham,    to  send  knights  and    burgesses    to   parliament,   xxii.  to 

whom  the  writ  goes,  and  how  elections  are  made,  ibid.  Durham  act. 

3  G.  3.  c.  15.  See  Elections, 


E. 

Elections  for  counties,  when  and  at  what  place  holden,  65.  cxxx.  xxxiii. 
Ixxviii.  for  cities  and  towns  which  are  counties  of  themselves,  lxxxiii. 
for  boroughs  and  towns,  67.  proclamation  of  time  of  holding  for 
counties,  65-6,  cxxx.  notice  of,  cl.  notice  of,  for  boroughs,  67,  xxxiii. 
cl.  regulation  of,  xi.  where  the  franchise  is  wholly  or  in  part  in 
freemen,  the  3  6.  3.  c  15,  is  to  be  read,  69,  lxxxviii.  soldiers  are  to 
be  removed  from  the  place  of  election  during  the  time  of,  56,  lxvii. 
what  description  of,  excepted,  ibid,  what  places  excepted,  ibid. 
when  the  election  is  avoided,  47, 8.  freedom  of,  violated  by  bri- 
bery, 51.  by  treating,  52.  by  military  interference,  56.  by  riots,  57. 
by  interference  of  peers  and  public  officers,  57. 

Elegit  tenants  by,  cannot  vote,  9. 

Excise,  what  persons  concerned  in,  are  disqualified  to  vote,  2,  cxxi. 
and  may  not  influence  elections,  57,xxvii.  what  persons  concerned  in, 
are  disqualified  as  members,  58,  xxxvii.  clx.  all  commissioners  be- 
yond the  number  at  the  time  of  passing,  5  W.  M.  c.  7.  disqualified 
by  that  stat.  xxvii 

Evidence,  poll  best  evidence  of  election,  97.  authentication  of,  98-9. 
,100-1.  when  legal  evidence  by  coming  from  the  proper  custody,  98. 
entries  in  may  be  explained,  not  contradicted,  102.  minutes  of 
committees,  of  what  matters,  evidence,  102.  title-deeds  when  per- 
mitted to  be  produced,  103.  court-rolls,  t&td.  where  parol  testimony 
is  received  to  supply  the  place  of  written  documents,  104.  authentic 
copy  of  an  original  document  returned  by  Irish  commissioners,  104. 
of  agency,  105-6.  whether  agency  or  bribery  should  be  first  proved, 
104-5.  what  matters  an  agent  may  testify,  106.  whether  privileged 
as  a  confidential  adviser,  106.  inspection  of  bankers'  books,  107. 
to  explain  a  last  determination,  110. 

Exchequer  clerk  or  deputy  in  the  offices,  of  auditor  of,  teller  of,  or 
chancellor  of,  disqualified  as  members,  59,  lxxii.  clxi.  but  not  the 
chancellor's  secretary,  lxxiii.  nor  the  auditor-general  of,  in  Ireland, 
clxi. 

Excommunication,  whether  it  takes  away  the  right  of  voting,  2. 


f.; 

Felony,  persons  convicted  of,  cannot  vote,  1. 

Flour  company,  members  of,  declared  capable  of  sitting  in  parliament, 
olix. 

Freehold,  nature  of,  6.  freehold  tenure,  ibid,  freehold  interest,  7. 
equitable  freehold  gives  a  right  of  voting,  12.  14.  persons  entitled 
to  the  rents  and  profits  may  vote,  13.  title  will  sometimes  be  pre- 
sumed, 9.  of  the  annual  value  of  the  freehold,  15.  it  must  be  40*., 
lxxvi.  how  estimated,  15.  of  the  charges  upon  the  land  which  re- 
duce its  value,  ibid.  16, 17,  parish  and  public  taxes  not  to  be  deemed 
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filch,  lxxvi.  the  assessment  is  no  proof  of  the  annual  valve,  17. 
value  of,  in  cities  and  towns  being  comities,  30,lxxx.  of  the  year's 
possession  of,  in  counties,  17.  19,  lxxvi.  in  cities  and  towns  which 
are  counties,  80,  lxxx.  receipt  of  rents  and  profits  a  year  before 
election  necessary,  unless  it  came  by  devise,  &c.  19,  lxxiv.  vi.  li. 
assessment  of,  to  the  land-tax,  20,  lxxvi.  assessment  to  the  public 
taxes,  repealed,  lxxv.  assessment  for  six  months  before  the  election 
for  counties,  20,  cviii.  'for  twelve  months  in  cities  and  towns,  coun- 
ties of  themselves,  80,  lxxxii.  how  far  the  description  of  the  free- 
hold on  the  assessment  must  agree  with  that  on  the  poll,  21.  both 
as  to  the  name  of  the  party,  22.  and  nature  of  the  freehold;  23.  what 
is  a  due  assessment,  24.  in  the  name  of  the  owner,  24,  cviii.  of  the 
tenant,  25,  cviii.  may  be  in  the  name  of  either,  cviii.  cxlviii.  ex- 
emptions from  assessment  of  annuities,  rents,  &c.  25,  cviii.  exemp- 
tions from  assessments  in  the  name  of  the  voter  of  lands,  &c.  coming 
by  descent,  devise,  &c.  if  assessed  in  the  name  of  a  predecessor,  27, 
cviii.  exemptions  in  respect  of  offices,  28,  cviii  in  respect  of  land- 
tax,  28,  clxix. 

Freeholders,  their  oath,  li.  xliv.  fm  now  taken,  78,  Ixxiii.  freeholders 
in  cities  and  towns,  80.  their  oath,  lxxix. 

Freemen,  right  of  voting,  37.  admission  of,  37-8.  how  to  proceed  when 
admission  refused,  88,  cv.  whether  necessary  to  enter  admissions 
in  «  book,  37-8.  if  in  a  book  it  may  be  inspected  and  copied,  cvi. 
payment  of  fees  by  candidate  on  voter's  admission,  whether  bribery, 
52.  stamp  for  admission,  when  presumed,  37.  where  there  is  no 
superadded  qualification,  the  admission  must  have  teen  a  year 
before  the  election,  38,  lxxxviii.  penalty  for  voting  without  such 
admission,  >ibid.  except  in  the  case  of  those  entitled  by  birth,  servi- 
tude, or  marriage,  ibid.  •  penalty  for  antedating  admissions,  ibid. 


G. 

* 

Garrison,  soldiers  not  removed  from,  during  election,  56,  Ixvii. 
Gibraltar,  those  having  offices  in,  civil  or  military,  disqualified  as  mem- 
bers, lxxii.  except  ofiieers  In  regiments  there,  ibid. 
Glamorganshire,  where  the  election  must  be  hoiden,  clxxxvii. 


H. 

Hackney  coaches,  deputies  and  clerks  in  the  office  of  commissioners  of, 
disqualified  to  be  members,  lxxii.  chairs,  who  concerned  in  duties 
on,  not  to  influence  elections,  xlix. 

Hawkers  and  pedlars,  who  concerned  in  duties  on,  disqualified  as 
members,  lxxii. 

Householder,  44,  resilience  six  months,  89,  cxxxiv.  in  what  cases  un- 
necessary, ibid. 

Housekeeper,  44. 


I. 

Imprest  accounts,  commissioners  of,  in  Ireland,  cannot  be  members, 
dxi. 
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Infant  cannot  vote,  1.  nor  be  elected,  58. 
Ideots  cannot  yote,  1.  nor  be  elected,  58. 
Inhabitants,  right  of  toting  of,  38.  44,  cxxxiv.  paying  scot  and  lot,  89. 

See  Rate,  residence  of,  42-3,  cxxxiv. 
Inspectors  for  counties,  72,  xxxiii.  for  cities  and  towns,  &c.  73,  lxxxiii 
Irish  parliament,  persons  disqualified  for,  disqualified  for  the  united 

parliament,  clix. 
Ireland,  accepting  place  under  lord-lieutenant  of,  hart  it  affects  the 

right  of  sitting,  clxl.  commissioners  of  the  revenue  in,  not  to  be 

members,  lxxii. 


K. 

$ing,  process  against  his  debtor  not  stayed  by  privilege  of  parlia- 
ment, lxx. 


L. 

Land-tax,  purchasers  of,  may  vote,  11.  redemption  of,  voter  to  prove, 
clxix.  registry  of,  not  necessary,  clxxiv.  what  freeholds  must  be 
assessed  to,  lxxv.  See  Assessment  and  Freehold,  Commissioners  of, 
not  disqualified,  2-3,  cxxii.  office  of  commissioner  not  to  be  deemed 
new  office  of  profit,  clviii. 

Last  determination,  final,  109,  lxiii.  cxlv.  vi.  when  it  may  be  ques- 
tioned, 109.  where  evidence  received  to  explain  it,  ibid,  nature  of 
the  evidence,  110. 

Leaseholders,  in  what  places  they  may  vote,  30. 

Linen,  persons  concerned  in  duties  on,  not  to  influence  elections,  xlix. 

Lists,  of  the  town,  &c.  to  which  particular  poll  booths  are  appropriated, 
66,  Ixxvii.  copy  of,  to  be  given  to  the  candidates,  ibid,  lists  of  votes 
objected  to,  delivered  to  the  clerk  of  the  house,  92-3.  how  far  ob- 
jections taken  at  the  trial  to  the  voters  are  limited  to  those  set 
forth  in  the  lists,  93.  the  objections  should  be  accurately  stated, 
ibid,  immaterial  statements,  94.    See  Committee. 

London  regulations  for  elections,  lvi. 

Lunatics  cannot  vote,  1,  nor  be  chosen,  58, 


M. 

Marriage.    See  Freehold,  and  Freemen.    Persons  concerned  in  duties 
on  licences,  not  to  influence  elections,  xlix. 

Memorials,  of  annuities  and  rent-charges,  how  made,  and  what  they 
should  contain,  xci.  may  be  inspected,  ibid.    See  Annuity. 

Members,  of  the  house  of  commons,  who  not  eligible  as,  58-9,  60.  who 
incapable  of  sitting  and  voting,  59.  what  offices  vacate  the  seats  of 
members,  but  do  not  prevent  their  re-election,  59,  60,  xliii.  mem- 
bers not  to  be  concerned  in  managing  the  duties  of  the  revenue. 
See  Excise,  Customs,  Stamps,  &c.  Penalty  on  persons  sitting,  who 
are  disqualified,  by  6  Ann,  c.  7,  xliv.  qualification  of,  for  counties, 
6001.  a-year,  61,  xlv.  for  cities,  &c.  300  J.  ibid,  what  oaths  are  to  be 
taken  before  taking  their  seats,  61,  xxiv.  lxxxvii.  at  what  hours, 
ibid,  consequence  of  refusal,  xxv.  qualification,  schedule  of,  to  be 
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delivered  to  the  clerkr  Ixxxvi.  61.  -oath  of  qualification  taken 
before  the  election.  See  Qualijicmtion.  Privileged  from  arrest,  how 
to  be  sued,  xli.  Ixix.  c. 

Minister,  dissenting,  10.    See  Orders. 

Minor.    See  Infant. 

Minorca,  what  officers  in,  disqualified  as  members,  lxxii. 

Mint,  master  of,  22  6.  S,  c.  45,  does  not  extend  to,  clviii. 

Mortgage,  gives  no  right  of  voting  to  the  mortgagee  without  posses- 
sion, 12,  xxxiv.  but  the  mortgagor  in  possession  may  vote,  ttitf. 
gives  no  qualification  for  parliament  to  the  mortgagee  without  pos- 
session for  seven  years,  61,  xlvi. 


N. 

Navy,  officers  in,  receiving  new  commissions,  do  not  lose  their  seats, 
60,  xliv.  commissioners  of,  employed  in  the  outports,  are  dis- 
qualified tc  be  members,  xliii.  so  paymasters,  their  clerks  and  depu- 
ties, lxxii.  so  are  contractors  with  the  navy  board,  cxxiii.  but  the 
treasurer  and  comptroller  of,  are  not,  lxxiii. 

New  Shoreham,  elections  in,  how  regulated,  ciii. 

Nominees.    See  Committee. 

Norwich,  regulation  of  election,  lxiv.  excepted  from  the  Durham  act, 
lxxxix. 

Notice  of  election.    See  Election.  Returning  Officer. 


O. 

Oaths,  what  to  be  administered  at  the  election,  by  whom,  and  how, 
73*4,  cli.  clxv.  clxxi.  See  Bribery.  What  to  be  taken  before  the 
lord  steward,  62;  what  to  be  sworn  at  the  table  of  the  house  before 
taking  the  seat,  61.  of  the  returning  officer,  as  to  the  delivery  of  poll 
books  to  the  clerk  of  the  peace,  97.  lii.  for  freeholders,  the  form 
now  taken,  lxxiv.  old  form,  li.  for'  freeholders  in  cities  and  towns, 
being  counties,  lxxx.  for  poll  clerks,  See  Poll  Clerks.  For  return- 
ing officer,  See  Returning  Officer.  Of  candidate,  as  to  his  qualifi- 
cation,' 69.  See  Candidate.  To  Decertified  into  king's  bench,  or 
chancery,  xlvi.  for  voters  in  boroughs,  &c.  cxxx.  of  supremacy, 
&c,  See  Members.    In  scrutinies,  See  Scrutiny.  Scotch  elections, 

~  by  whom  administered,  xlv. 

Office,  when  it  confers  the  right  of  voting,  7,  9,  10.  lxxv.  the  emolu- 
ments must  arise  out  of  land,  10.  where  the  lands  are  in  a  different 
county  from  that  in  which  the  office  is  executed,  10.  assessment  of, 
23, 28,  lxxv.  new  offices,  holders  of,  disqualified* as  membets,  58. 
what  is  a  new  office,  39.  public  offices,  what  placemen  in,  are  dis- 
qualified, 69,  lxxii.  See  Excise,  Stomps,  Customs,  &c.  What  offices 
disqualify  to  sit  in  the  house,  but  not  to  be  elected,  59.  resignation 
of  such,  ibid,  what  offices  vacate  a  member's  seat,  but  do  not  pre- 
vent a  re-election,  60.  for  life,  or  so  long  as  he  behave  well,  does 
not  disqualify,  lxxiii.  nor  an  office  held  by  letters  patent,  for  an 
estate  of  inheritance,  cxxii. 

Occasionaliry,  18, 19,  xxxiv.  in  burgage  tenure  boroughs,  35.  where 
inhabitancy  forms  part  of  the  qualification, '39.  See  Bonds.  Fraudu- 
lent conveyance  to  multiply  votes  void,  1.  penalty  for  making,  U 
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Orders,  priests,  deacons,  and  ministers  of  the  church  of  Scotland  dis- 
qualified to  sit  in  the  honse,  clxiii. 
Ordnance,  contractors  with,  cannot  be  members,  cxxiii. 
Outlawry  of  voters,  2.  of  members,  58. 


Pi 

• 

Packet.    See  Post  Office. 

Pamphlets,  those  concerned  in  the  duties  on,  not  to  persuade  in  choice 
of  members,  xlix. 

Paper.    See  Pamphlets,  ibid. 

Parchments    See  Pamphlets,  ibid. 

Papists,  when  and  where  disqualified  to  vote,  1.  to  be  elected  58.  See 
Members. 

Parliament,  once  in  three  years,  xxix.  now  to  have  continuance  seven 
years,  unless  dissolved  by  the  king,  It.  to  meet  immediately  after 
demise  of  the  crown,  and  continue  for  six  months,  xli.  if  none  in 
being,  the  last  preceding  one  to  be  convened,  xlii.  prorogation  of, 
not  to  dissolve  committees,  cxlvi.  disqualification  for  the  British 
or  Irish  parliament,  disqualifies  for  the  united  parliament,  cix. 

Parties  before  committees,  who  may  be,  95. 

Pedlars.    See  Hawkers. 

Peers,  cannot  vote,  2,  nor  meddle  in  elections,  57.  heirs  apparent  of, 
requires  no  landed  qualification,  61,  xlv. 

Penalty,  on  returning  officers  offending  against,  7  and  8  Will.  3.  c.  25. 
500/.,  xxxiv.  against  10  and  11  Will.  3.  c.  7.  5002.,  xxxvi.  for  not 
certifying  into  chancery  the  oath  taken  by  a  candidate,  100/.,  xlvii. 
for  not  administering  bribery  oath  if  required,  100/.,  lxii.  for  any 
offence  against  the  bribery  act,  50/.,  lxiv.  obstructing  the  election 
of  hj8  successor,  100/.,  xlix.  on  sheriffs,  under  11  Hen.  4.  c.  i.  xi. 
under  23  Hen.  6.  xvi.  on  sheriffs  omitting  to  deliver  precept,  100/., 
xvi.  on  returning  officers  omitting  to  make  due  returns,  40/..,  xvi. 
on  returning  officer  and  town  clerk  of  Coventry,  for  offences  against, 
21  Q.  3.  c.  54.  cxvii.  on  presiding  officers  in  London,  lvii.  on  clerk 
of  the  crown  for  neglect  of 4luty,  500/.,  xxxi.  on  clerk  of  the  peace 
not  attending  elections  with  annuity  register,  1007.,  xciii.  refusing 
inspection,  or  copies  of  land-tax  duplicates,  500/.  with  loss  of  office, 
cxiv.  refusing  inspection  of  freeman's  admission,  100/.,  cvi.  on  per- 
sons intermeddling  in  elections  who  belong  to  the  excise,  xxviii.  or 
customs,  xl.  or  post  office,  xlvii.  or  are  concerned  in  other  revenue 
duties,  100/.,  xlviii.  ix.  on  members  who  are  concerned  in  the 
excise,  xxxvii.  or  customs,  xxxix.  xl.  or  sit*contrary  to  6  Ann.  c.  7. 
xliv.  on  members  sharing  in  government  contracts,  500/.,  or  con- 
tractors admitting  them  to  a  share,  cxxiv.-v.  on  persons  sitting  who 
are  disabled,  by  41  G.  3.  c.  52.  500/.  per  day,  clxii.  the  same  on 
clergymen  sitting,  clxiii.  for  displacing  a  member,  xvii.  on  mem- 
bers offending  against,  30  Car.  2.  stat.  2.  c.  1.  xxv.  on  minors 
Sitting  or  voting,  xxxv.  on  pensioners  sitting,  20/.  per  day,  lvi.  on 
voters  taking  bribes,  500/.,  lxiii.  on  voters  not  qualified,  li.  lxxxiii. 
lxxxviii.  lxxxv.  cxx.  or  voting  more  than  once,  lxxvi.  for  making 
conveyances  to  divide  votes,  li.  on  persons  contracting  for  returns, 
xxxi.  clxxii.  for  antedating  the  admissions  of  freemen,  and  refusing 
inspection  of  the  books,  lxxxviii.  for  neglecting  to  deliver  assess- 
ment and  land-tax  duplicates,  ex. 
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Pensioners  of  the  crown,  when  disqualified,  58-9,  xliii.  It. 

Perjury,  persons  convicted  of,  cannot  vote,  1,  lxiii.  false  affirmation 
of  quakers,  xliv.  returning  officer,  or  voter  swearing  falsely,  guilty 
of,  lxiii.  voter  swearing  falsely,  guilty  of,  Ixxiv.  lxxx. 

Petition,  jurisdiction  for  the  trial  of,  79.  different  sorts  of,  80.  who 
may  subscribe  them,  80.  cxxxvi.  cxliv.  grounds  of  petitioning,  81. 
when  taken  into  consideration,  81,  85,  xciii.  xciv.  petition  of 
appeal,  86,  cxliv.  notice  of,  by  speaker,  85,  xciii.  renewal  of,  81, 
civ.  cxxxvii.  if  petition  of  appeal  is  not  renewed  within  the  proper 
time,  judgment  as  to  the  right  conclusive,  81,  cxlv.  time  for  pre- 
senting, 82.  recognizance  to  be  entered  into  by  persons  subscribing 
petitions;  83-4,  cxxxvii.  where  parties  reside  more  than  40  miles 
from  London,  84.  application  for  time,  84-5.  withdrawing  petitions, 
85,  cxxxix.  when  reported  frivolous  or  vexatious,  107-8,  cxlii. 
costs  on  such  report,  107, 108,  cxliii.  how  recovered,  ibid,  final  de- 
termination of,  109,  cxliv.  v.  sitting  member  may  decline  defending 
his  seat,  cxxxvi.  proceedings  thereupon,  or  upon  his  death,  pending 
petition,  cxxxvi.  where  either  of  the  parties  fail  to  appear,  cxi. 
how  long  after  speaker's  notice,  voters  may  petition  to  be  admitted 
as  a  party  to  oppose  the  petitioner,  cxxxvii.  statements  of  the  right 
to  be  given,  cxliv.  40  days  to  intervene  between  presenting  and 
hearing  petitions  of  appeal,  cxlv.  successive  committees  to  be 
chosen,  whilst  the  house  can  supply  the  numbers  required  by  law, 
clxvii.  forms  of,  iv. 

Placemen.    See  Offices,  Ireland, 

Plantations,  governor,  or  deputy  governor  disqualified  as  members, 
xliii. 

Poll,  taking,  66,  72,  xxxiii;  the  freehold  upon  the  poll  must  appear  of 
sufficient  value,  17.  when  opened,  70-1,  to  be  granted,  if  duly 
demanded,  ibid,  xxxiii.  cxxix.  how  long  kept  open,  70,  1,  2,  5,  6, 
oxxix.  not  to  be  adjourned  without  consent,  xxxiv.  at  Southamp- 
ton, most  be  adjourned  if  required  to  the  Isle  of  Wight,  xxxv. 
cxxxiv.  copy  of  the  poll  to  be  granted,  if  required,  upon  payment, 
xxxiv.  legal  custody  of,  in  whom,  97.  See  Evidence,  To  be  deli- 
vered by  sheriff  to  clerk  of  the  peace,  97.  production  of,  preliminary 
to  entering  upon  the  trial  of  petition,  97,  99.  where  it  may  not  be 
requisite,  100. 

Poll  clerks,  appointment  of,  for  counties,  66,  xxxiii.  their  duties,  72, 
cxxxi.  lii.  lxxvii.  entering  freeholder's  name,  &c.  72,  lii.  for  cities 
and  towns,  67,  73,  cxxxi. 

Potwaller,  44. 

Police  magistrates,  ineligible,  Note,  61,  clxxxix.  where  disabled  to 
vote,  3.  N.  B.  the  statutes  referred  to  in  the  note  page  3,  are  ex- 
pired, and  the  provisions  re-enacted  by  3  G.  4.  c.  55.  s.  14.  clxxxix. 

Popery,  declaration  against,  recusants  disqualified  and  forbidden  the 
king's  presence,  xxiv.  v. 

Post  office,  post  master,  deputy,  or  any  officer  in,  disabled  to  vote,  2, 
cxxi.  and  forbidden  to  intermeddle  in  elections,  57,  xlvii. 

Precept,  must  be  made  forthwith  upon  receipt  of  the  writ,  and  deli- 
vered in  three  days,  65,  xxxii.    See  xv.  in  the  cinque  ports  in  six 
'  days,  65,  xxxvi.  it  should  be  directed,  65.  how  and  when  indorsed, 
67,  xxxii.  election  to  be  eight  days  after  receipt  of,  ibid,  form  of,  iii. 

Prizes,  commissioners,  sub-commissioners,  secretary,  and  receive?  of, 
disqualified  as  members,  xliii. 
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Q. 


Quakers,  their  affirmation  to  be  received,  xliv.  declaration  of  fidelity 
at  the  election,  cliv.  guilty  of  perjury,  if  false,  liii.  > 

Qualification,  of  voters  for  counties,  5,  6,  &c.  for  cities,  towns,  and 
boroughs,  29.  of  members  of  the  house  of  commons*  61,  xlv.  oath 
of,  69, 49,  xlvi.  consequence  of,  refusal,  ibid,  whether  a  resolution 
of  the  house  can  render  a  person  ineligible,  61.  what  persons  require 
no  qualification  by  estate,  61,  xlvi.  when  to  be  delivered  to  the 
clerk  of  the  house,  61,  lxxxvi.  to  be  examined  by  the  opposite 
party,  62,  otherwise  the  election  void,  txxxvii.  acquired  for  the 

'  purpose  of  the*  election,  62.  during  the  election,  63.  persons  dis- 
qualified for  any  parliament  of  England,  disqualified  for  the  parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain^  xliv.  the  same  as  to  Ireland,  clix.  the  landed 
qualification  for  the  united  parliament  may  be  situated  either  in 
Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  61,  clxxxviii.  ix. 


R. 

Rates.  See  Freehold,  Payment  of,  in  Scot  and  lot  boroughs,  40,  43. 
fraudulent  rating,  43.  fraudulent  omission,  40.  persons  omitted 
should  use  due  diligence  to  be  put  upon  the  rate,  40.  what  is  due 
diligence,  40,  43.  where  a  refusal  to  pay  the  sate  demanded  dis- 
qualifies, 42.  what  amounts  to  a  refusal,  tsiri*.  rate  demanded  of  the 
wife,  ibid,  payment  must  be  fond  fide,  but  k<may  be  eotcused,  ibid* 
informality  in  making,  43. 

Recognizance.    See  Petition. 

Revenue  officer*.    See  Excite  Customs,  &c. 

Rents,  what  give  the  right  to  vote,  9,  liii.  fee  farm  vents  and  rent 
charges  when  registered,  26.  manner  of  registering  memorial,  set 
when  claimed  by  descent)  &c.  ibid,  when  assigned,  memorial  of, 
ibid. 

Residence,  42-3.  oath  of,  may  be  qualified,  '74.  oetttakr  statutes  re- 
-quiring  the  residence  of  voters  and  candidates  repealed,  cvii. 

Returning  officer,  to  be  annually  elected  into  office,  xlviii.  cannot  be 
elected  to  parliament  for  a  place  within  his  jurisdiction,  68.  but 
the  sheriff  of  Hampshire  may  for  Southampton,  ibid,  for  counties, 
his  duty  on  receipt  of  the  writ,  65.  not  to  take  fees  for,  xxxiii. 
when  to  deliver  the  precept,  65.  to  proclaim'  the  day  and  place  of 
election, -66.  must  proclaim  it  within  two  days  after  receipt  of  the 
writ,  65.  cttxx.  where  a  contest  is  expected  to  prepare  booths  and 
places  for  administering  oaths,  66.  for  cities  and  towns,  counties 
of  themselves,  his  duty  on  receipt  of  the  writ,  67.  for  boroughs,  his 
duty  on  receiving  the  precept,  67.  to  give  notice  of  election,  ibid. 
xxxii.  ck  appointment  of  places  for  administering  oaths,  68.  pro- 
ceeding to  the  election,  ibid.  hiB  duties  during  the  election,  68. 
time  for  beginning,  ibid.  xvi.  reading  the  writ,  68.  taking  bribery 
oath,  69.  btii.  acts  necessary  to  be  read,  69.  when  candidates  are 
nominated,  69.  administering  oaths  to  them,  which  he  is  to  certify 
into  chancery,  xlvi.  poll,  opening  it,  70-1.  its  continuance,  and 
close,  72,  75-6.  whether  votes  may  be  reserved  for  discussion  after 
the  close  of  the  poll,  72,  75.  appointment  of  "poll  clerks  and  in* 
spectors  with  cheque  books,  72-3.  granting  copy  of  poll,  and  de- 
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daring  the  numbers,  76.  oaths,  manner  and  place  of  administering* 
73-4.  when  censured  by  the  house,  74.  as  to  the  violation  of  a 
directory  statute,  ibid,  votes,  rules  for  the  reception  of,  75.  where 
they  are  equal,  ibid,  granting  scrutiny,  76.  sheriff  may  examine 
voters  on  the  evangelists,  xiv. 

Return  to  the  writ,  76.  within  fourteen  days  alter  the  election,  xxxv. 
to  the  precept,  76,  77.  by  whom  made,  ibid,  double  where  allowa- 
ble, 75, 77-8.  where  not,  and  party  grieved  to  have  double  damages, 
xxx.  the  same  as  to  a  false  return,  ibid,  xxxvi.  special  return, 
78,  80,  cxxxiL  amendment  of,  78.  contract  to  procure  one  void, 
and  penalty  for,  xxxi.  corruptly  procuring  one,  penalty  for,  54, 
clxxii.  last  determination  upon  the  right  of,  109.  a  return  con- 
trary thereto,  a  false  return,  xxx.  book  of  returns  to  be  kept  by 
the  clerk  of  the  crown,  and  copy  made  evidence,  xxxi.  fees  due  to 
the  clerk  of  the  crown,  xxxvi.  sheriff  neglecting  to  make  one,  may 
be  sued,  cxxxiii.  power  of  justices  of  assize  to  enquire  of  returns  in 
their  sessions  of  assizes,  xii. 

Riots,  where  they  avoid  the  election,  57.  special  return  in  consequence 
of,  78. 


S. 

Salt,  what  persons  concerned  in  the  duties  on,  are  not  to  be  members, 
xxvii  lxxii.  nor  to  vote  for  the  choice  of  members,  cxxi. 

Scot  and  lot  voters,  39.  See  Rate. 

Scotland,  commissioners  for  the  equivalent,  not  disqualified  by  6  Ann, 
c.  7,  xliv.  for  elections,  may  administer  oaths,  under  6  Ann,  c.  7, 
ibid.  xlv.  12  13  W.  3.  extended  to,  ci. 

Scrutiny,  76,  cxxix.  oath  may  be  administered  to  persons  consenting 
to  take  it,  cxxxi. 

Secretary,  under,  of  state,  not  disqualified,  lxxiii.  nor  secretary  to  the 
treasury,  nor  to  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  nor  to  the  admi- 
ralty, ibid. 

Sexton,  not  an  office,  9. 10. 

Schoolmasters  possessing  annual  salaries,  and  not  removable,  may 
vote,  10. 

Sick  and  wounded,  commissioners  of,  disqualified,  xliii. 

Silks,  persons  concerned  in  the  duties  on,  not  to  intermeddle  in  elec- 
tions, xlix. 

Soap,  those  concerned  in  the  duties  on,  not  to  meddle  in  elections,  xlix. 

Soldiers,  removal  of,  from  place  of  election,  56,  lxvii.  what  places  ex- 
cepted, ibid,  their  right  of  voting  not  taken  away,  ibid. 

Sheriff.  See  Returning  Officer. 

Speaker,  to  issue  warrants  for  writs  in  vacation,  64,  cxxvi.  to  give  no- 
tice of  the  meeting  of  committees  to  petitioners  and  returning  officers, 
cxxxii.  cxxxvi.  may  authorize  a  certain  number  of  members  to  exe- 
cute the  powers  given  him  by  24  6,  3.  c.  26,  cxxvii.  See  Coimmtsee, 
Petition. 

Stamps,  who  concerned  in  duties  on,  not  to  vote,  cxxi.  not  to  be 
members,  lxxii.  clx. 

Statements  of  right  of  election,  or  choosing  returning  officers,  88. 109, 
cxliv.   See  Committee^  Petition. 

Statute  merchant,  staple  tenants  by,  cannot  vote,  9.        , 
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Staffs,  persons  concerned  in  the  duties  on,  not  to  meddle  in  elections, 
xlix. 


T. 

Travelling,  payment  of  voters'  expences  for,  whether  bribery,  52.  or 
treating,  53. 

Tenant  right,  lands  held  in,  give  no  right  of  voting,  7. 

Tithes,  of  sufficient  value,  give  a  right  to  vote,  7,  liii. 

Taxes.  See  Freehold. 

Treasury,  clerk  or  deputy  in  the  office  of  the  lord  high  treasurer,  or 
commissioners  of  the  treasury,  cannot  be  a  member,  lxxii.  persons 
contracting  with,  disqualified,  cxxiii.  commissioners  of,  may  be 
members,  xxvii.  and  secretary,  lxxiii.  so  commissioners  and  secre- 
taries of,  in  Ireland,  clx. 

Transports,  commissioners  of,  cannot  be  members,  xliii. 

Treating,  52.  may  not  amount  to  bribery,  though  illegal,  52.  enter- 
tainment ordered  and  countermanded  under  particular  circumstances 
held  not  to  be,  53.  effect  of,  at  the  particular  election,  55,  xxx.  at 
a  future  election,  ibid. 

'Trustee  cannot  vote  unless  in  actual  possession,  12,  xxxiv. 


U. 

Jniversities,  members  for,  require  no  landed  qualification,  61,  xlv.  nor 
members  for  the  college  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  Dublin,  61. 


V. 

Vacancy.  See  Speaker, 

Vellum,  persons  concerned  in  the  duties  on,  not  to  intermeddle  in 
elections,  xlviii. 

Victualling  office,  commissioners  of,  not  to  be  members,  lxxii;  nor  per- 
sons contracting  with,  cxxiii. 

Votes  thrown  away  and  lost,  47,  8,  9.  See  Qualification.  Must  be 
properly  tendered  at  the  poll,  71.  Vide  Poll.  Double,  how  to  poll, 
72,  only  one  vote  to  be  given  for  one  tenement,  xxxiv.  whether  they 
may  be  examined  after  the  poll  is  closed,  72.  equality  of,  75.  lists 
of  such  as  are  objected  to  delivered  to  the  clerk  of  the  house,  92* 
Vide  Committee.  Returning  Officer. 

Voter,  case  of,  re-argued,  95.  to  vote  only  once,  lxxvi.  lxxxiii.  See 
Poll.    Bribery,    Treating. 


W. 

Wales  may  return  members  for  the  shires  and  certain  shire  towns,  xviii. 

wages  of  such  members,  xx. 
Wardmotes.    See  London. 
Window  and  house-tax,  collectors  of,  &c.  not  to  vote,  cxxi.  but  they 

may  vote  if  appointed  by  the  commissioners  of  the  land-tax,  8. 
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Wine  licences,  commissioners- of,  zliii.  clarlnraad  deputies  not  to  be 
members,  lxxii. 

Writ,  issuing  of,  for  a  general  election,  69.  upon  a  vacancy,  ibid,  de- 
livery of  to  the  proper  officer,  64.  through  the  post-office,  except 
when  the  office  of  sheriff  is  within  five  miles  of  London,  clxxxv.  in- 
dorsement of,  65.  See  Returning  Officer.  Must  contain  a  clause 
that  the  return  shall  be  sealed,  xi.  form  of,  i. 

Women  cannot  vote,  1. 


Y. 


York,  regulations  for  the  election,  zxzv.  lli. 


PART  II. 

INDEX  TO  THE  STATUTES  FOR  IRELAND  AND  SCOTLAND. 


IRELAND. 


A. 

* 

ABODE  of  voters  to  be  entered  on  poll  book,  cciii.    See  Counties  of 

Cities  and,Town8. 
Affidavit  of  registry  need  not  be  stamped,  ccxxvii.  when  valid,  cclxxxi. 

form  of  entry,  cclxxxii. 


B. 

* 

Booths.  See  Counties  of  Cities  and  Towns.  For  polling,  when  a  con- 
test is  expected,  cxcix.  clerks  appointment  of,  ibid,  at  all  elections 
(except  for  knights  of  the  shire)  where  more  than  two  hundred  voters 
have  polled,  cc.    See  Election. 

Bribery  of  voters,  ccv.  oath  against,  cclxxvii. 


C. 

Casting  vote.    See  Returning  Officer. 

Certificate,  of  having  taken  the  necessary  oaths,  to  be  produced  by 
Roman  catholic  voter  before  voting,  cxcvi.  ccxxix.  of  registry,  where 
evidence,  ccxx.  cclxxii.  forgery  of,  cclxxxvii.  what  certificate  to  be 
allowed  by  clerk  of  the  peace,  cclxiii.  new.  certificate  where  allowed, 
cclxiv.  * 

Cities.    See  Counties  of  Cities  and  Towns. 

Coleraine,  proceedings  at  the  election,  ccxxx. 

Counsel.  See  Petitions.  Not  to  plead  before  returning  officer  or  de- 
puty, ccv.  during  the  business  of  the  poll,  cclxxvii.  but  may  be 
employed  by  returning  officer,  and  candidate  contribute  to  the  ex- 
pence,  ccv.  where  he  is  permitted  to  argue  points  of  law,  cclxxvii. 

Counties  of  cities  and  towns,  provisions  of  former  acts  relating  to,  re- 
pealed by  4  G.  4.  c.  55,  ccxciii.  sessions  for  registry  of  freeholders, 
cpxdii.  oaths  of  freeholders  above  201.  ccxciv.  vi.  of  freeholders 
Under  201.  ccxcv.  vi.  where  freeholds  do  not  arise  from  a  deed  or 
lease,  ccxcvi.  what  a  charge  upon  the  freehold,  ibid,  registry  of  free- 
holders on  actual  military  service,  ccxcvii.   a  stamp  required  on 
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registering  a  freehold  by  virtue  of  a  written  instrument,  ccxcvii. 
certificate  of,  ccxcviii.  registry  of  freeholds,  ccc.  ii.  iii.  doty  of  clerk 
of  the  peace  as  to  the  registry,  ibid,  cccix.  when  a  40*.  freehold  is 
let,  how  it  affects  the  vote,  ccciii.  fraudulent  conveyances  of,  ibid. 
minor  cannot  vote,  ibid,  when  trustee  or  mortgagee  may  vote,  ccciv. 
freemen,  books  of  admission  of,  ccciv.  v.  time  of  admission  to  qualify 
a  voter,  cccv.  sheriff's  duty  on  receipt  of  the  writ,  and  proclaiming 
the  election,  cccv.  poll,  when  it  is  to  begin,  and  its  continuance, 
cccvi.  cccxxi.  when  additional  polling  places  required,  cccvu  not 
to  be  closed  on  account  of  riots,  cccxxiii.  poll  books  to  be  delivered 
to  the  clerk  of  the  peace,  cccxxiv.  oaths  of  returning  officers  and 
deputies,  cccvii.  of  poll  clerks,  ibid,  disputed  votes,  how  decided, 
cccviii.  inspectors,  agents  and  interpreters,  cccix.  deputy  of  clerk 
of  the  peace,  his  attendance,  cccx.  copy  of  the  roll  of  freemen  to 
be  provided,  cccxi.  oaths  required  at  the  election,  ibid,  certificate 
where  evidence  of  registry,  cccxii.  questions  to  be  put  to  voters, 
cccxiii.  xiv.  how  the  deputy  shall  proceed  where  the  entry  of  the 
freehold  is  not  in  the  registry  book,  cccxi  v.  proceedings  of  the 
returning  officer  when  a  voter  is  objected  to,  cccxv.  under  what  cir- 
cumstances to  be  rejected,  cocxvii.  xviii.  improper  votes  to  be  taken 
off  the  poll,  ibid,  power  of  returning  officers  during  the  poll,  cccxix. 
as  to  a  casting  voice,  cccxxii.  deputies,  their  duties  and  liabilities, 
cccxx.  xxi.  proceedings  on  the  death  or  illness  of  the  sheriff,  cccxxii. 
returns  when  made,  cccvii.  no  more  candidates  to  be.  returned  than 
required  by  the  writ,  cccxxii.  the  return  to  certify  the  numbers  who 
voted,  and  the  candidates  names,  and  be  evidence  thereof,  cccxxiii. 
minors  cannot  be  elected,  cccxxiv.  oath  of  the  clerk  of  the  peace, 
>  cccxxv.  treating  not  allowed,  cccxxv.  residence  not  requisite  for 
freeholders  under  20*.,  cccxxvi.  persons  not  to  poll  twice,  cccxxvii. 
mode  of  recovering  penalties,  cccxxviii. 


Deputy,  to  returning  officers,  to  be  appointed,  cc.  may  be  renewed 
upon  public  proclamation,  cell,  to  refer  to  the  registry  book,  eclxxi. 
instructions  to  be  observed  by,  eclxxvi — vii.  cccxx.  qualification  of 

I  deputy  sheriffs,  eclxxix.  neglect  of  duty  by,  eclxxxviii. 


E. 

Elections  for  counties,  where  held,  excix.  bow  soon  after  proclama- 
tion, eclxix.  how  sheriff  should  hold  and  adjourn  them,  iMd.  when 
holdenby  virtue  of  a  precept.  See  Precept  For  citiee  and  towns 
being  counties,  excix.  but  see  Counties  of  Ckie*  and  Countie*  of 
Towns,  with  respect  to  which  former  provisions  are  repealed  [by 
4  G.  4,  c.  55.  questions  respecting  the  right  of  election,  are  to  be 
decided  as  iu  England,  cexxix.  proceeding  at  elections,  where  more 
than  800  freeholders,  are  registered  in  one  barony,  ocliix.  clerk  of 
the  peace  to  appoint  an  attendant  with  the  registry  book,  eclxx. 
[examination  of  voter,  celxxii.  where  no  oath,  on  question  requisite, 
cclxxiiL  memorandum  to  be  made  of  objections  to  voters-,  oclxxiv. 
when  counsel  may  argue  points  of  law,  but  not  examine  voters, 
eclxxvii.  See  Counsel.  RegulaUon  of  expences  at  elections,  eclxxxis:. 
for  trial  of,  See  Petitions^ 
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F. 

Freehold,  when  a  freehold  under  201.  gives  a  right  to  vote,  ccvi.  vii. 
ocx,  ccxv.  new  regulations  as  to,  by  45  O.  S.  c.  59.  ccli.  in  counties 
of  cities  and  counties  of  towns.  See  Counties  of  Cities,  &c.  cler- 
gymen need  not  register  ecclesiastical  freeholds,  ccx.  what  is 
deemed  a  charge  on  the  freehold,  ccxv.  grant  of  fraudulent  free- 
hold, valid  against  the  grantor,  cclv.  names  of  registered  freeholders 
to  be  entered  in  a  book,  cclxxxiii.  printed  copies  of  registry  pro- 
ceedings, respecting,  ibid. 

Freeman,  to  be  admitted  six  months  before  the  election,  unless  by 
birth,  &c.  ccvii*  cccv. 

L. 
Londonderry,  proceedings  at  the  elections,  ccxxx. 

M. 

Minors,  cannot  vote,  ccvi»  cannot  be  elected,  ccxxiii. ' 
Mortgage.  Mortgagee  cannot  vote,  unless  he  has  been  twelve]  months 
in  possession,  ccvii.  but  the  mortgagor  in  possession  may,  ibid, 

O. 

Oaths.    See  Counties  of  Cities  and  Towns.    Of  allegiance,  supremacy 

or  abjuration,  what  offices  papists  may  hold  without  taking,  cxciii. 

^      declaration  and  oath  to  be  taken  instead,  ibid,  of  allegiance  and 

abjuration  necessary  for  degrees  in  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  cxcvi. 

what  oaths  are  necessary  to  enable  papists  to  have  the  benefit  of, 

S3  G.  3.  c.  21.  ibid,  what  to  give  them  the  benefit  of,  37  6.  3.  c.  47. 

cclxii.  names  of  persons  taking  them  to  be  entered  on  rolls  for  that 

purpose,  of  which  the  party  is  to  receive  a  certificate,  which  he  must 

produce  at  the  election  in  order  to  vote,  ibid.  See  Returning  Officer. 

Oath  of  having  registered  the  freehold  six  months  before  the  election, 

ccvii.  the  rent-charge  twelve  months  before,  ccix.  of  the  registry 

of  502.  freeholders,  ccix.  need  not  have  been  made  within  eight 

years,  ccx.  to"be  taken  by  rent-chargers  and  freeholders  before  they 

poll,  ccxii.  cclxii.  how  far  repealed,  by  1  G.  4.  c.  11.  colxxvii. 

where  the  rent-charge  is  not  by  deed,  ccxxvii*  bribery  oath,  ccxvii. 

to  be  administered  by  returning  officer  on  request,  cclxxvii.  oath 

that  voter  is  21,  ccxiv.  of  residence,  ccxiv*  of  registry  in  boroughs, 

i  ccxv.  ccxviii.  of  voter  on  the  desire  of  candidate  or  other  voters, 

i  ccxviii.  ccxxviii.  conclusive  evidence  to  the  returning  officer   of 

I         ~    voter's  qualification,  ccxix.  of  freeholders  under  45  G.  3.  c.  59.  cclii. 

i  -iii.-iv.  oath  at  the  election  (must  conform  with  that  on  the  registry, 

i  *   ccliv.  of  registry,  what  statements  in,  are  sufficient,  cclxi.  oath  of 

i  602.  or  202.  freeholders  may  omit  the  parish,  cclxxxv.  oath,  where 

I  the  borough  is  in  different  counties,  ccxix.  oath  of  registered  free- 

I  holders,  not  annuitants,  ccxxiii.  oath,  by  501.  or  201.  freeholders 

I         ~  not  voting  for  a  rent-charge,  ccxxiv.  of  such  freeholders  before 
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polling,  ccxxx.  of  freeholders  tinder  202.  ibid,  oath  and  declaration 
by  papists,  ibid,  oath  of  clerk  of  the  peace,  cclr.  cchriii.  names  of 
persons  taking  oaths  transmitted  to  the  rolls  office,  oclxiii.  oath  of 
allegiance,  form  of,  cclxv. 
Offices,  new  ones  disqualify  the  holders,  ccxxxv.  offices  lor  life  do  not 
disqualify,  ccxxxvi.  exceptions,  ibid. 


P. 

Papists,  may  have  real' property,  disabilities  against  removed,  cxri. 
not  required  to  take  oaths  of  allegiance  and  abjuration  before  voting, 
cxcii.  to  perform  all  qualifications,  &c.  as  protectants,  ibid,  who 
qualified  by  estate,  or  otherwise  to  keep  arms,  ibid,  not  to  sit  in 
parliament  or  hold  certain  offices  without  taking  the  oaths,  &c. 
required  by  law,  cxcv. 

Petitions,  trial  of,  regulated  by  the  British  statutes,  ccxxxvii.  ix. 
what  the  petition  must  contain,  ccxxxvii.  appointment  of  cornmis* 
missioners  to  examine  witnesses,  ccxxxviii.  ix.  ccxl.  of  chairman, 
ccxl.  regulations  as  to  the  proceedings  before  the  commissioners, 
ccxlii.  iv.  v.  viii.  cclviii.  cclxviii.  who  may  be  commissioners,  oclviii. 
no  counsel  to  be  employed,  ccxlvi.  evidence  rejected  by  commis- 
sioners, may  be  transmitted  to  the  committee,  ccxlvi.  when  the 
select  committee  is  to  meet,  ccxlvii.  cclxvi.  power  of,  ibid,  cclix. 

Poll,  to  be  kept  open  seven  hours  a-day*,  unless  by  consent  of  all  the 
candidates,  cc  deputy  to  give  up  his  poll  book  every  day  to  the 
returning  officer,  who  shall  sum  up  the  number,  cci.  when  the  poll 
must  begin,  and  its  duration,  cclxvii.  cclxxviii.  ix.  to  whom  the 
book  delivered,  cciii.  cclxviii.  punishment  for  polling  twice,  or  per- 
sonating voter,  cclxxxv. 

Poll  clerk,  oath  and  duty  of,  cclxxxviii. 

Precept,  to  be  issued  within  four  days  after  receipt  of  writ,  cxcix.  to 
whom,  ibid,  from  whom  the  sheriff  shall  receive  it,  ibid,  duty  of  the 
officer  to  whom  it  shall  be  issued,  ibid,  the  election  holden  by  virtue 
of  it  to  take  place  within  twenty  days,  and  where,  cxcix. 

Perjury,  under  35  G.  3.  c.  29.  penalty  of,  ccxxii.  informers  exempted, 
ccxxiii.  ' 


Q. 

Quarter  sessions,  justices  may  adjourn,  ccxviii.  adjournments  of  ad- 
journments, cclvi.  where   the  sessions  lapse,  ibid. 

Qualification,  the  same  in  Ireland  as  in  England,  ccxxix.  as  to  the 
members  for  the  university,  ccxxxvi.  the  same  persons  disabled  for 
the  united  parliament,  who  were  so  for  the  British  or  Irish  parlia- 
ments, ccxxxiii.  what  persons  disabled,  ccxxxiv. 

'  R. 

Recognizances,  time  for  receiving  enlarged,  cclx. 
Registration.  See  Counties  of  Cities  and  Towns.   Of  freeholds  and  rent 
'    charge*.    See  Oath.    Certificate  of  to  be  given  by  clerk  of  the  peace, 
ccx.  who  U  to  enter  the  freeholds  registered  in  a  book,  ccx.  copies 
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of,  to  be  given,  ccxii*  adjournment  of  quarter  sessions  for  the  par- 
pose  of,  ccxii.  punishment  for  assuming  registered  freeholder's 
name,  35-54.  registration  of  inhabitants  of  boroughs,  ccv.  ccxviii. 

Registrating  of,  501.  or  201.  freeholds,  ccxxiv.  book  of  registration  to 
be  a  record,  and  how  kept,  ccxvi.  to  be.  inspected,  and  how,  ccxvii. 
ccxviii.  ccxxii.  inhabitants  must  be  registered  12  months  before  the 
writ  issues,  ccxx.  registration  of  freeholders  in  the  army,  ccxxvi. 
the  registry  not  impeached  by  irregularity  in  the  sessions,  ccxxvii. 
registry  of  freehold  in  a  county  of  a  city  or  town,  ccxxviii.  copies 
of  registers  to  be  given  by  the  clerk  of  the  peace,  cclv.  the  instru* 
ment  by  virtue  of  which  the  freehold  is  registered  must  be  stamped, 
cclxxxiv.  1  6.  4.  c.  11.  not  to  affect  the  franchises  of  those  pre- 
viously registered,  cclxxxviii. 

Rent  charges,  under  what  conditions  they  qualify  persons  to  vote,  ocvi. 
must  have  been  registered  within  8  years  before  election,  ccviii. 
and  at  least  12  months  before,  ccix.  See  Counties  of  Cities  and 
Towns. 

Return,  no*  more  persons  to  be  returned  than  required  by  the  writ,  ccii. 
contracts  for  making  void,  cciii.  Of  precept  on  a  general  election, 
to  be  made  six  days  before  the  return  of  the  writ,  cciv.  on  a  session 
or  prorogation,  within  30  days,  cciv.  to  a  writ  on  a  general  election, 
to  be  made  on  or  before  the  return  day,  cciv.  during  session  or  proro- 
gation, to  be  made* in  forty  days,  ibid.  See  Counties  of  Cities  and 
Towns. 

Returning  officer,  oath  to  be  taken  by,  cci.  to  have  a  casting  voice,  ccii. 
how,  where  there  are  two  sheriffs  and  the  votes  are  equal,  ccxxvii. 
to  take  no  fee,  cciii.  penalty  on,  for  unnecessary  delay,  ibid,  to  de- 
liver the  poll  book  upon  oath  within  20  days  to  the  clerk  of  the  peace, 
cciii.  to  require  the  registry  book  to  be  delivered  to  the  church- 
wardens as  soon  as  he  receives  the  writ,  ccxviii.  may  decide  upon  a 
vote  where  the  deputy  is  incompetent,  ccxxvii.  to  appoint  persons 
to  administer  oaths,  &c.  cclxii.  how  to  indorse  the  writ  and  proclaim 
the  election,  cclxviii.  to  attend  at  a  separate  booth  and  decide  dis- 
puted votes,  cclxix.  to  appoint  interpreters  if  required,  cclxx.  their 
oath,  cclxxi.  proceedings  in  receiving  or  rejecting  votes,  cclxxv.  his 
powers,  cclxxix.  his  expences,  cclxxxi.  proceedings  on  his  death  or 
illness,  cclxxx. 

Riots,  at  the  poll,  no  excuse  for  closing  it,  but  it  may  be  adjourned, 
ccii.  rioters  liable  to  transportation,  ibid. 


S. 
Sessions.    See  Registry . 

V. 

Voting  right  of,  revenue  officers  cannot  vote,  ccl.  exception,  ccii. 


SCOTLAND. 
B. 


BRIBERY  act,  extended  to  the  election  of  delegates,  ccclx.  repealed 
as  to  the  returning  officers,  ccclxii. 


C. 

Commissioners.  See  Oaths.  For  choosing  burgesses,  making  oat 
commission  to,  ccclviii.  penalty  for  misbehaviour,  ibid,  proceedings 
in  the  absence  of  presiding  commissioner,  ibid,  commissioner  need 
not  be  resident,  fee.  ccclix.  appointment  of  a  day  for  the  election  of, 
ccclxiii. 


E. 

Election.  See  Oaths.  Precepts  to  be  issued  four  days  after  receipt 
of  the  writ,  cccxlv.  and  borough  council  to  be  summoned  two  days 
.  after,  ibid,  council  to  appoint  a  day  for  electing  delegates,  ibid. 
,  what  boroughs  shall  preside  at,  cccxlvii.  what  votes  shall  be  al- 
lowed at  the  election  of  burgesses,  ccclix.  where  presiding  borough 
is  reduced,  the  next  in  turn  to  be  the  presiding  borough,  ceclxv.  no- 
tice of  election  to  be  directed  within  six  days  after  receipt  of  the  writ, 
ccclxv.  appointment  of  the  day  of  election,  ibid. 


F. 

Freeholders.    See  Oaths.    Infeoffmewt.    InroUment.    QaaUficatiion*1 

I. 

Infeoffment,  cccxl.  none  upon  a  redeemable  right,  except  proper 
wad  setts.  &c.  qualifies  to  vote,  cccxli.  when  husbands  to  rote  on 
wife's  infeoftments,  cccxlii.  necessary  one  year  before  a  purchaser 
is  inrolled,  cccli. 

Inrollment.  See  Infeoffment.  Voter.  Of  heir  apparent,  eccli.  per- 
sons inrolled  though  absent,  ibid,  the  roll  last  made  up  forms  the  ori- 

,  ginal  constituent  members,  cccli.  and  is  to  be  used  at  the  next  elec- 
tion, cccliL  minute  books  to  be  produced  at  public  meetings,  ibid. 


M. 

Members,  election  of,  ccexxx.  cccxxxii,  upon  a  vacancy,  ccexxxii. 
qualification  of,  ccclvi. 
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Michaelmas  head  court,  when  to  be  held,  ccclv. 

Magistrates,  in  election  of,  the  minority  not  to  separate  from  the  ma- 
jority, ccclvii.  application  to  the  court  of  session  upon  wrongs  by  the 
majority,  ccclvii.  how  magistrates  and  counsellors  are  to  take  the 
oath,  ibid* 


O. 

Oaths,  that  the  estate  of  qualification  is  not  a  trust  estate,  cccxli.  ab- 
jtaration  oath,  and  quakers'  declaration  to  the  same  effect,  must  be 

»  taken  by  a  voter,  cccxliii.  of  freeholders,  cccxliv.  at  the  choice  of 
preses,  cccxlvii.  member  before  taking  his  seat  must  take  the  free- 
holder's oath,  cccli.  oath  of  magistrates  at  the  election  of  burgesses, 
ccclxi.  of  common  clerk  at  the  election  of  commissioners,  ibid,  of 
clerk  of  the  presiding  borough,  ibid,  of  the  clerk  at  the  election  for 
a  county  or  stewartry,  ccclxii.  oath  of  trust  and  possession  may  be 
tendered  to  any  person  voting  for  preses,  ccclxviii. 


O. 

Occasionality,  old  extent  of  lands  not  to  be  divided  to  multiply  votes, 

cccl. 
Orkney  and  Zetland,  writs  for  election,  when  published,  ccclxvii. 


P. 

Peers,  election,  cccxxix.  proclamation  for  electing,  cccxxxv.  oaths 
and  declarations,  cccxxxvi.  how  absent  peers  to  take  the  oaths, 
cccxxxvii.  proxies,  ibid,  not  to  treat  of  other  matters  than  the  elec- 
tion, cccxxxviii.  proceedings  on  the  death  of  an  elected  peer, 
cccxxxix. 

Precept,  indorsement  of,  by  chief  magistrate,  ccclxiii. 

Preses,  where  votes  in  the  choice  of  are  equal,  who  shall  have  the 
casting  voice,  cccliii.  to  be  chosen  by  the  majority  of  freeholders, 
ibid,  minutes  of  the  election  to  be  delivered  to  him,  cccliv. 


Q. 

Qualification,  infeofiment  must  be  taken  and  seizin  registered  a  year 
before  the  election,  cccxl.  See  Ivfeoffment.  Judges  and  barons  of 
the  exchequer  disqualified  to  sit  in  parliament,  cccxlv. '  qualification 
of  candidates  and  electors,  ccclv.  lands  must  be  holden  immedi- 
ately of  the  king  or  prince,  ccclv.  lands  held  partly  of  the  king, 
and  partly  of  a  baron,  give  the  qualification,  ccclvi.  what  revenue 
officers  disqualified  to  vote,  ccclxvii. 


R. 

Return,  penalty  for  neglecting  to  return  the  person  duly  elected, 
cccxlvi.  by  whom  made,  cccliv.  to  be  annexed  to  the  writ,  ibid,  com- 
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plaints  against  undue  returns  commenced  in  six  months,  cccxta. 
sheriff  to  annex  the  returns  of  the  boroughs  to  the  writ,  ccclix. 


S. 

Sutherland,  meeting  of  freeholders  to  make  the  roll,  ccclvi. 
Session,  court  of  to  grant  warrants  in  fifteen  days,  for  the  redress  of 
wrongs  at  the  inrolling  at  elections,  ccclxiv. 


V. 

Voters,  oaths  and  declarations  to  be  taken  by,  cccxl.  must  be  infeoffed 
and  seisin  registered  a  year  before  the  election,  cccxl.  See  infeoff- 
ment.  »  See  Oath.  Rolls  of  electors  how  made  up,  cccxlnii.  ix<  free- 
holder objecting  to,  may  appeal  to  the  court  of  session,  ibid.  cccl. 
proceedings  on  claiming  to  be  inrolled,  or  objecting  to  others,  cccl. 
what  revenue  officers  cannot  vote,  ccclxvii. 


W. 

Writ,  issuing  of,  upon  a  new  parliament,  ccclxii.  six  days  alter  the 
receipt  of,  sheriff  to  direct  notices  to  be  given  for  elections,  ccclxv. 
who  to  execute,  ccclxvi. 


THE  END. 


London :  Knight  and  Bagster,  14,  Bartholomew  Close. 
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